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Inraotigation Jsdleataa that thara «n 39 labor 
aniAna In tha notion picture iahtiUj) nora Um 
half ara A.F. of L., tha othara ara Indap andan t 
•alona. Thara ara na C.I.O. nalona In tha notion . 
picture induotrj. About half af tha anlona appear 
to bo aontrollad bj tha Oaaueliti or follow tha 
'CaMuniat Partj lina for bualnaca raaaona, raalia- 
> partiapa, that It la a food boainaaa poller to 
►* OAiWW alon^ rather than raaort to oppoaltlon tao- 
Alea. Tha ao-callad "cultural group#* in tha w- 
•^tlon pletora inductiy, actora, aetroaaaa, and 
»rltara, appoar to bo andor tha aontrol and dlrae- 
*ion of tha Caauiniot Partj and follow tha Ccoaun-’ 
Partj Una In all dataila and revise tholr po- 
sltlon without difflenltj whan tha OoMunlat Part* 
changes Ita poUcj. Quite a noaber af director*' . 
and axaeutlvaa ara waU known Conmmlata, athora 

l!^^* S"* unl,t ***** **"• ** <****• without 
5 !5 U H“ 0n * h * n tto * r * u * •»««*• «»• OoMunlat 

Partj lino. Tha Cownlata In Holljwood haro aot 
ap nanj Coonunlet aontrollad front organisation*' 
which follow every change dictated bj tha foreign 
poUcj of tha C<wauni*t Part/ af tha Sorlat Uhlea 
alth headquarters at Ucseow, Ruaala. 
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DETAILS* 



Letters from the Bureau, August 14, 1942 and 
November 9, 1942. 
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AT IQS ANQSIZB. CAI.TVOTMTA i 


The Bureau instructed that a comprehensive report be prw- - 
' ~par$d indicating the Conauniet infiltration and possible control of the Motion 
picture industry. It was suggested that the report cover the activities of 
the Commun i sts in the field of labor organisations, showing the extent to which 
the Coomunist Party has gained control and direction of the activities of that 
section of the skilled, unskilled and technical workers in the Hollywood atu- 

* dloe. It has been found In this field .that there are thlrty-oine separate 

* r labor organizations which operate aa bargaining agendas for their lailvidaal 
;* groupe, with approximately 20,000 members. 

% 

i. The first portion of this report deals with labor organi- 

! actions and groups, while the second main portion of this report deals with 
> the activities of the Comunlets among the writers, actors, aetressss, wee » 

* tivea, directors, and the so-called intellectuals in general. 

* 

'1 While both of those groups have been subject to Coonunist 

penetration, and ihile the methods of penetration have not been the saws, it 
being necessary to approach tha working man from a different angle than the 
intellectual, nevertheless both groups form a part of a broad to in- 

fluence the motion picture -industry as a whole, and the binding and directing 
force is clearly traceable to the activity of the Coomoniat Party. 


v . ■ It has been found that tha Communist activities la the J 

action picture industry are not in any sense local but on the oontrary they 
form a part of a gigantic world-wide conspiracy of control ^iieh has ita 
. origin and direction In the Comaftmiat, Party of the Soviet anion. 

I - ■„ " '• 

* ' It haa been observed that tha activities, whether they 

be in the Comm un ist controlled labor unions, the Communist controlled e«L- 
taral groups, or the Communist front organizations under Communist control, 

‘ follow every change dictated by the foreign policy of the Cc«sanist Party of , 
the Soviet Union. ^ 


j In each instance when the Coiwauniet International, which /> 

. baa its headquarters in Moscow, Russia, sets up a policy te be followed 
| the Cneminiet Parties throughout the mrld, these Cownmiit groupe is 
'wod have followed “The Conuniet Party Iine».(J.j - - 











For example, from August, 1935, whan Qfflwr* J' la 

the Seventh World Congress of the Co— uni »t International, held in Unsooir, 
Qossia, laid down the formula for what was called "The Popular Front 9 , up to 
the time of tbs si gn ing of the pact between HITIER and STALES on August 23, 
1939, every Communist controlled organisation in Hollywood labor unions, 
cultural groups and front organizations followed that policy* On August 23, 
1939 the non-aggressive pact between HITIfil and STALIH was announced to the,, 
world, within a period of sixty days these ta« nouyrwooa organization* com- 
pletely reversed their position and began advoca ti ng isolation, opposition 
to the lend-lease policy, and called the war an imperialist war^W" (/_) 


Again on June 22, 1941 when HITLER attacked Russia and 
the Communist Party line was changed, these same groups changed likewise sad 
are now for all-out prosecution of the war and pretend to be bending every 
effort to defeat HITLER in accordance with the announced Comp uni st Party line* 


NATIONAL CQldOTTES. COMMUNIST PARTY, U.S.A,, NEW YORK CITY. RETAINS ITS SPECIAL 
JURISDICTION OVER HOLLYTKQD CULTURAL GROUPS FOR PURPOSE 
Oj? PRETBNTINg EXPCSCHE 

/[Source A has stated^S/t as far back as 1934 the C o m muni st 
Party began to lay plans to utilize Hollywood and the motion picture industry 
for the Comunist cause, but it was not until the fall of 1936 that a full 
realization of this possibility was reached. On November 13 and 14, 1936, 
there was held in San Francisco a conference of writers from all over the 
United States, It was called the Western Writers Congress, The call for 
this congress was issued by RAHHT' CARLISLE, an important functionary of the 
Communist Party in California at the time. He had been centering hie activi- 
ties in the Hollywood section. CARLISIS was a meaber of the National Cou ncil 
of the League of American writers wtacn was organized” In tha spring e?T353 _ 
in flew Tori Cliy7 1 Jhis ' naHonaT c&u&gU~ was” affiliated with the " Inter nationa l 
Union of Revolutionary Writers whose headquarter* war* In Moscow, Soiiia, 
CARLISLE had also bean national organizer oi the JOHN REED CLUB, a Communist 
group which preceded the formation of the League of American Writers, 


Representing the Central Com! t tee of the Comunist Party 
at this congress were VICTOR J, JEROME end MICHAEL GOLD. JERQUE wee a sorter 
of the Central Committee of the Coomunist Party, and GO W is the well known 
Coomunist writer on the staff of the "Daily Worker", the official paper of •, 
the Communist Party in America, located in New York City, - j j v 

Writers and personages from, or connected with, Bsllywod, 
attended this conference as delegatee, and ware t „ . • 






DOHDTHT PARES, a Hollywood screen writer. 

VIOLA BROTHERS SHORE, Hollywood screen writer. 

DONAH) 0(3131 STEWART, Hollywood screen writer. 

ELLA IIAE WINTER, Hollywood screen writer, magazine writer, 
widow of LIN CO IN STEFFENS, and at present 
wife of DONAID 0GD2H STEWART. 

GERALD STRANG, Hollywood screen writer. 

CLARA 'EATHERWAI, Hollywood screen writer. 

UPTON SINCLAIR, author and screen writer. 

JOHN STEINBECK, writer. 

CARET McWULIAie, writer and lawyer who was Commissioner of 
Housing and Immigration of the State of Cal- 
ifornia during the Governor OLSON administration 

MICHAEL QUIN (PAUXJ2CAN-), columnist of the "People's World, the 
official Communist publication on the weet 
coast. 


It was at this congress that the possibilities of the mo- 
tion picture industry as a field for Communism were brought to the attention 
of the Central Comal ttee of the Comaunist Party with striking force* 

r—~ VV ^ 

L Source B fumishsdjto the Los Angeles Bureau Office a 
letter received from the WESTERN WRITERS CONGRESS, Room 214, 604 Montgomery 
Street, San Francisoo, California, dated January 27, 1937, signed by RAHKT 
CARLISLE, Executive Secretary, on which appeared a list of the sponsors of 
this eongress* This list is as follows i 


LINCOLN STEFFENS 
LOUIS ADAMIC 
JOHN R. AD ALB 
CaORCB P. ADAU3 
HENRI G« ALSBERG 
HOWARD BAKER 
BETTI BALLANTINB 
JOHN BAKRT 

ERNEST SUTHERLAND BATES 

CHARLES BONNER 

B. A. BOTKIN 

JOHN H. BRAD LEI, JR. 

CALVIN BRIDGES 

JOHN/BRIGHT 

ARTHUR HRODEUB 

GILBERT BROWN 

H, C. BROWN ^ 

R. L. BURGESS 
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WITTER BTNNER 
JAMES CALDWELL 
HARHI ‘CARLISLE 
OLIVER CARLSON 
ARTHUR CAIIOR 
HAAKON CHEVALIER 
HUMPHRET COBB 
k HOWARD McEENLET CORHINO 
CLARKSON CRANE 
H. L. DAVIS 
HARO ID LSI 
GARLAND ETHEL 
GUISEPFE FACCI 
HAHVET FERGOSSON 
SARA BARD FIELD 
HIIIIEGARDE FLANKER 
MARTIN FLAVIN 

MTBTUf arum dm FOND 

✓ ^ ^ 






* 

* 


o 



- w. • 
V-* O 


ALFRED FRANKENSTEIN 
ELSA GIDIDW 
MICHAEL Q OIP 
DAVID GRDWKDW5KI 
JOSEPH HARRISON 
ADA HASTINGS HEDGES 
HOWARD HILL 
CHARLES HILTON 
JAMES HOPPER 
HELEN HOYT 
FLORENCE BEAN JAMES 
ALEXANDER KAUN 
HERBERT KIRIN 
ROBIN LAMPSON 
PROF. B. H. LEHMAN 
JANET LEWIS 
MABEL DODGE LUHAN 
DR. LILLIAN J. MARTIN 
HEDFERN MASON 
EDWIN JUSTUS MATER 
CARET MCWILLIAMS 
ALEXANDER MELKLEJQHH 
SEUJEN MENEFEB 
H. G. HERRIAM 
LOREN HUIZR 
MAX 1CLLSI 
FULMER MOOD 
RICHARD NE08EBGSR 
ALBERT M. OTTHiHEIMER 
LANCASTER POLLARD 
LANBaWS CLARK POWELL 
MICHAEL ODIN 


PETER QUINCE 
EDWARD RADENZEL 
KENNETH HEXROTR 
HARD ID SAIflCQN 
WILLIAM SAROYAN 
GB3RGE SHAFTELL 
IRWIN SHU. 

VIOLA BROTHERS SHORE 
UPTON SINCLAIR 
Tjcgft SLESINGER 
PAUL JORDAN SMITH 
JOHN STEINBECK 
IRVING STONE 
ROBERT TASm 
LID ID THOMPSON 
ANTHONY M. TURANO 
ETHEL TURNER 
FRANKLIN WALKER 




CLARA KEATHHWAX 
MARIE de L. WELCH 
GPQRflW WEST 
NATHANIEL WEST 


T. K. WHIPPES 
ROBERT WHITAKER 
LESLIE T. WHITE 
SB3WART EWfAKD WHITE 
ALBERT RHYS WTLIIAIB 
GEOR GE WILSO N 
WIIA WINTER 
SOPHUS KEITH WINTER 
CHARLES E5S1QNE SCOTT WOOD 
BEHTHOID VERBS, 

JAKE ZEITLIN 




A a a remit of -the WESTERN WRITERS OOtKBESS, Source C j 
has stated that early In 1937, VICTOR J. JEROME was tent to Hollywood t m ' a 
direct the activities of the Coiunist Party in the notion picture indue try (f/ 

After hie arrival here a decision wae uade that owing to 
the importance of Hollywood and the prominence of thoee personages, actere, 
ac tree see, writers, directors end others who were drifting over into the Can- 
aunist Party and the various front organisations, it would be necessary to 
separate the Hollywood activities of the Party fren all connection with Die- -SJ 
trict No. 13 of the Cooounist Party and place it directly under the jarisdie-\ } 
tion and supervision of the Central Comittee of the Communist Party in Wen 
York City* This arrangement applied only to those unite of the Party which 
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were composed of prominent actors, actresses, writers, directors, and execu- 
tives. It did not apply to rank and file Communists who were ambers of labor 
unions fvJ) 

This decision was carried out and from that time on the 
Hollywood cultural faction was completely independent and had no official con- 
nection with the local management of the Communist Party.^ (u) 

To further protect the Hollywood luminaries who were then 
flocking into the Communist orbit in such numbers, directives were issued that 
all party membership books were to be destroyed and all documentary evidence 
of every kind was also to be destroyed^s^ 

In addition to the foregoing precautions, all unite to 
which personages belonged were made "closed units". A "closed unit" is one 
which retains the same membership continuously, taking in no new members, 
thus preventing a leak. 


Members of these units, when paying their dues to 
party, merely bought the required dues stamps and then destroyed them 


(im 


Source D furnished to Agent a copy of a "strictly confi- 
dential" report dated January 22, 1934 which was prepared by a party who had 
been a member of the Communist Party and who may have been a member of the 
Communist Party at the time the report was made. This report was made for 
the "Association of Motion Picture Producers, Inc." and contains much valu- 
able preliminary information as this was approximately two yeare before the 
Central Comittee of the Comnunist Party, U.S.A. at New York City began to 
realize the possibilities of the motion picture industry to the Communist 
Party. This report is copied herein:^/ (Ci~) 


r~ 


"Subjects Activities of Individual Communi s ta ^ (ju) 
(___ and Organizations in Hollywood* j 



"The following Information on individual Go— aunista 
and Communist organizations, subsidiary and otherwise, operating in 
Hollywood, ia furnished for your info nation 


i 


"The Loe Angeles sub-district of District 13 of the 
C o s -uni a t Party USA, now has a total of 103 units functioning in Los 
Angeles and immediate vicinity, with a total membership of approxi- 
mately 17$0 persona. This, however, does not include mmnbership of 
several thousand in their numerous subsidiary and auxiliary organisa- 
tions. 
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•In Hollywood proper f there have been established six 
separate units of the Coequal ■+ Party during the past five month* , ~ at 
the beginning of which there existed only one unit whose activities 
were aoMvhit United, and the spreading of its influence to the 
tent of the formation of six units is a significant barometrical read* 
ing of the growth of the party in Hollywood 

•While there are six units that are acknowledged, there 
is a seventh which might be termed a shadow unit, which is being kept 
secret until some time after February, This seventh unit is composed 
mainly of fomer Socialist Party members who have broken away from the 
Socialist Party and have became affiliated with the Communist Party 
and the existence of this unit wil l not be made known until alter the 
state convention of the Socialist Party. Among the notable members of 
this latter unit, are Mr. and Urs* MASH, having been identified as 
stats secretary of the Socialist Party.^i^ l 

"The fomer Socialist Party headquarters located at 1453 
Vine St., Hollywood, has been taken over by the Comunist Party and its 
subsidiaries. Among some of the organizations hold i n g meetings there 
are the JOHN HEED CLUB, the Pen k Hammer Club, and a recent newly or- 
ganized social group of the motion picture workers. This headquarters 
is known as the Commonwealth House. 

"One of the Communist Party units held its meeting at 
the Commonwealth House on Thursday, January 11th, at which comprehen- 
sive reports on the activities of this unit and its members during the 
past and on its future work was rendered. The major concentration de- 
cided upon the building of the Notion Picture Workers Union^J^t^l 


"A Ur, WOLF, an organizer of one of the Hollywood Units 
of the Communist Party, known both as HERMAN WOLF and HAHVEI TO IF, in 
the orgmiiser of the or*- revolutionary union, which is known as the 
"Motion Picture Workers Industrial Union,” It appears that WO IF was 
formerly employed as a laboratory worker In a studio and has a wide 
acquaintance among the workers in the motion picture industry, sod he 
is now applying himself assiduously to the building of this new union 



"The Comunist Party fraction of the new union is c o m 
posed of WOLF, NEIL BRANT, the QOLLBLATT brother# (Young Communist 
League amber s) ED DY CLARK, BELL ODER, HEUOR BERMAN, I£KJ HEIFE T Z , 

Ur, and Urs. QOHDON, Gardenia, and a few others. Not all the fraction 
members are members of the Communist Party, and though this is some- 
what of an unusual situation, it is permitted in this Instance because 
of the ssperlatively revolutionary psychology and ideas of the persona 
involved. They follow the party line and decisions unerringly \ 
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"From confidential reports, 7CLF Is being careful in 
his selection of members for the union and appears to be concentrating 
on the carpenters, painters and other laborers, and is shying away at 
this time from the writers. This is mainly because the inarticulate 
worker is more tractable than the intellectual and can be counted upon 
to follow the leaders' instructions or appeals in the case of an aaer- 
gency.j^ ^ 

"The policy in building the new motion picture union is 
to carefully build up a solid manberahip of the studios employees, then 
when the membership is sufficiently strong enough, WOLF and the other 
party members will propose affiliation with the Trade Union Unity 
League and it is believed that the rank and file of the membership will 
have by this time been sufficiently impregnated with Communist Party 
psychology* After this move has been accomplished, the writers and 
other more temperamental of the workers will be solicited for member- 
ship^ ^ 

"As a means to an end, an association of motion picture 
employees has been organized. This organization bears the front of a 
social organization, but is in reality utilized as a recruiting field 
for the new motion picture employees union. 

"This social group meets with and listens to HSHIAB B5RG- 
UAN and other smooth tongued Communists, and absorbs Communist gems 
without realizing it. WOLF refers to the social group as the '’educa- 
tional’* group and is frank among the comrades in the party in Hollywood 
to adait that it was .organized for the purpose of lining up prospect# 
for the union. C*s|(0v.) 


"Other brevities on Communist Party activities in Holly- 


"ULner brevities on coi 
wood include the following (jl | (S/ / lK-) 




"The Hollywood seotipn of the Communist Party commemorated 
the passing of NICOLAI LENIN at their own section, Sunday night, January 
21st at the Commonwealth House, 1453 Vine St. (rear) at 8 p.a.; Dr. 
TASHJIAN was the chairman of the meeting, and NEIL BRANT was the m^r> 
speaker 

"Members of the Hollywood section of the Comunist Party 
have received instructions from the sub-district headquarters in Los 
Angeles that the election campaign w ill be one of the major campaigns 
of the party this year. Every party member stands instructed to regis- 
ter "Communist". The old evasion of "decline to state", is definitely 
abolished and all party members must register "Communist 


-* 


- 8 - 




"The Hollywood section of the Communist Party is 
planning to establish the Daily Worker in Hollywood (The Daily Work- 
er is the official organ of the Cormmniet Party in the United. States). 
It appears that after considerable dickering, they have made arrange- 
ments with the owner of a newsstand located at 6363 Hollymod Blvd. 
to stock and carry this publication and copies may be procured at this 
address at the present time^ f u,) 

"One of the outstanding activities of the Hollywood 
section of the party is the maintenance of a propaganda group as the 
"Hollywood Discussion Club," which trading on the leniency of the 
School Board in its policy of permitting Communist subsidiaries and 
Communist camouflaged organizations to use the school buildings for 
their propaganda work, organized a committee to arrange and conduct 
meetings of the Hollywood Discussion Club. The committee first se- 
cured the Vine St. School for these meetings. Meetings were held in 
this building for a matter of sereral months, then it became apparent 
that the location was not the best so far as drawing power was con- 
cerned, and accordingly, the committee sought a more advantageous lo- 
cation, with the result that the school building located at the corner 
of Santa Monica Bird, and Van Ness Are. is now being utilized for dis- 
semination of all sorts of Communist propaganda. Party members be- 
lieve that larger crowds will be attracted in this location and that 
the party’s influence will grow among those attending these meetings 
in the near future \\/J} 

*A CoBknunist Party member named WILLIAM GKIER, who is 
also an actor and now employed in the studios, has conducted negotia- 
tions with the School Board for the use of the school buildings. In 
his applications for permits to the Board and when appearing before 
them, he is known as WILLIAM GREEN, and it appears from his talk or 
cover with members, that he wears the ultimate in the matter of facial 
innocence and expression, and is never suspected of being a Communist. 
In the past, at regular intervals jr it has been necessary for him to 
appear before the School Board ftfr-e renewal of the permit to use the 
building, and at these times this mild appehrlng Communist used the 
fictitious name of Mr. WILLIAM GREEN, impressing the Board members 
with his integrity^ (u } 

"Several interesting new members nave been added to 
the Communist Party units in Hollywood, among them being, DON GORDON, 
the writer, BEN PRIVAL, the artist, who has s mall studio located st 
6768 Hollywood Blvd., PRIVAL has been active in the John Reed Club} 
his wife, 2DBA PRIVAL is also a party member. Another recent party 



( 



J 



maker is PAUL HI AN, who conducts the Hollywood Book Store on Holly- 
wood Bird. RIAN is a student and a clever writer and is, incidentally 
also very active in the John Reed Club* Hie nom do plume is MICHAEL 
QUIN and he is on the staff of the "Partisan", the John Reed Club pub- 
lication, and is now attached to Unit #4 as Agitprop director, but will 
only remain until such time as this unit develops sufficiently to pro— 
vide an agitprop director to take-his place. By territorial division *" ~ 

he belongs to another of the Hollywood Units 

"The "Partisan" is the official publication of the John 
Reed Clubs of Hollywood, Camel and San Francisco with mailing address 
Box 2088, Hollywood, and is tamed the "revolutionary Journal of art, 
literature and opinion." It is published in Hollywood, Cal* and m ade 
its first appearance in Volume 1, #1, December, 


"The writers and artists union of the John Reed Club 
meets separately every Wednesday night at the Commonwealth House, 1453 
Vine St., rear.^l 


"One of the other units of the Hollywood section of the 
Comnunist Party is concentrating on agitation among the laundry workers 
in the Hollywood territory. Leaflets have been distributed among work- 
ers in the Hollywood Laundry at Sunset and Tujunga, and others at the 
Community Laundry and the Pride Hand Laundry. NEIL BRANT ie the direct- 
or of the laundry activities of the Hollywood section and will present 
a plan of action for the units in the near future .(Xj ( (a^) 


"Other Communist subsidiaries existing in Hollywood 
proper include: Two branches of the International Labor Defense, name- 
ly the Ben Boloff Branch and the Karl Laibknecht branch, German speak- 
ing. Two units of the Young Communist League, and two Young Pioneer 
troops, and International Workers Order, adult branch and International 
Workers Order, youth branch; a branch of the I COR and a unit of the Work- 
ers Ex-Servicemen's League. Also the Communist Party has fraction mem- 
bers in five groups of the Bellamy Clubs; one of said groups sends dele- 
gates to the "Anti War Conference" and to the "United Front Conference 
Againet Fasciae. 

"There also exists in connection with the John Reed Clubs, 
the block of painters engaged in frescoe and mural paintings; a branch 
of the W.I.R. (Workers International Relief) is in process of formation. 
Already there is functioning a Workers Film and Photo League, under the 
leadership of the W.I.R. ; it is composed chiefly of petty bourgeoisie 
elements, but it holds alluring possibilities for exploitation by the 
Communists; CLARK, & cameraman and member of Unit ff4 Communist Party ia 
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assisting in tha extension of this organization* There is also a branch 
of the National Students League in Hollywood, which waa organised by the 
Young Communist League 

"The "Red front", an organisation of Conmunist members 

for use as defense squads and strong am tactics when coming in conflict 
with the police, has been organized during the past several months* It 
is described by the Communists as the vanguard of the Communist Party 
and members from each of the 105 units are assigned to this organization* 
The "Red front" is already well organized in New York, Chicago and other 
metropolitan centers, and will always be found at the front in fights, 
danonstrations and other places where serious struggle is anticipated on 
the part of Communist Party leadership*^ 


"The Relief Workers Protective Union ia a Communist or- 
ganization of workers on county relief roll; has two locals located 
throughout Hollywood, as well aa a Communist Party fraction working in / 
one of the Hollywood Unemployed Cooperative Relief Association units 


"Will endeavor to keep you advised from time to time of 
any outstanding progress being made by the Coranunista in their endeavor 
to penetrate Into the motion picture industry, or any other activities 
that may interest you*^|^Vv) 

Source D also on February 20, 1933 furnished to the Asso- 
ciation of Motion Picture Producers, Inc*, a report in which Source stated 
that the Coomunists "John Reed Club of Hollywood was a branch of the inter- 
national Union of Revolutionary Writers and Artists," masters of which are 
to be found amond the writers, actors, actresses, artists apd scenic painters 
and others employed in the varioue motion picture studios^\j/u_ \ 


Source further stated that a communication from the"Wbrk- 
ers International Relief" addressed to JOSEPH TURCHDtSKI was available which 
made mention of the fact that SAM OENITZ* a writer, wae employed by one of 
-Sfesi studios and that a copy of a letter' of ORNITZ 1 addressed to the Interna- 
tional Labor Defense in Los Angeles waa also available 


Source then stated "The Workers International Relief is 
a Co mm u n ist subsidiary and auxiliary mass organisation having a dual mission, 
that of rendering assistance and relief in strikes, and has charge of prole- 
tarian cultural activities, presenting propaganda films and entertainment, 
and the establishing of Communist children's euamer camps." It further 
stated that the national chairman of the Workers International Relief, BISHOP 
WI LLIA M MONTGOMERY BROWN, is an avowed Communist and its national secretary, 
ALFRED WAGENKNECHT, is a member of the Central Executive Ccnmittee of the 
Communist Party, U.S.A.'^kV 
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Source fit^tdd that* JOSEPH TORCfflNSKT* to whooi tii6 ldv 
was addressed, is an active and militant member of the Communist Party, in 
charge of Workers International Relief in this section. Source iui%ner 
stated that "The International Labor Defense with itoich SAM OHNITZ is con- 
nected, is another of the Communist subsidiary and a u xi l i ar y mass orpni- 
zations, functioning for the defense of persons (particularly Communists) 
arrested for seditious activities against the Government, and the defense 
of Communists sympathizers arrested for unlawful activities during 
strikes, demonstrations, riots, and other disturbances^ CiK) 


COHTBffOF*^ vtiH DjjsTtujuiyga 


B relative to the 

(W} 


Source E in 1935 made a report to the employer of Source 
above-named organization.. This report is copied in full 


"KBt Aaron Brodsky 


"There is, in Los Angeles, a group which calls itself the 

- — . . .. i - rrm I -X fha i iw ttin fiwm a i’pnw 

"ContMporary ma. msxriouwr»"e inua« uwn^ixo. u« ~ 

BRODSKI, KATE BRODSKI (his wife) CHANDLER WESTON and hie wife. AARON 
BRODSKI is the general head of the group. 


"AARON BRODSKI is the western representative of the 
Garrison Film Company, a company producing liberal and revolutionary 
motion pictures in the east. -It is controlled and financed by Coamun- 
ists, although this fact is shrouded in secrecy. The production of 
these films is a part of the propaganda program of the Communist Party. 


"Naturally, BRODSKI handles principally Garrison films 
but he is not restricted in this matter. A brief review of the cir- 
cumstancea leading up to BRODSKI'S present enterprise, is necessary to 

^an understanding of the situation as it exists today. 

«*> 

"In 1935, AARON BRODSKI Joined the Communist Party. He 
was also a sober of the Film and Foto League, a left-wing group of 
Bohmaian type persons who had aspirations to become actors and actresses. 


"Later, the Film and Foto League was reorganised and the 
"New Film Group" supplanted it. After a brief existence, this organi- 
zation was in turn dissolved in February, 1935* One half of the mmnber- 
ahip, interested in the production end of the business, is still loosely 
holding together, talking about making revolutionary or liberal picture*. 
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but actually doing nothing* The other part of the membership, leaa 
interested in the H arty R phase of the business than in the more lucra- 
tive "shoving 11 of the pictures, set itself up in business* In spite 
of the fact that the name they adopted (Contemporary Film Distributors) 
gives the impression of big business, there are only four persons in 
the entire organization, and they are Communists* 

"BRODSKI himself, makes a salary of from $150 to $200 
per month, at present, on the showings of motion pictures. This salary 
is based on "labor charges" he makes for showing pictures to various or- 
ganizations, groups, affairs, etc. When sound pictures are shown, a 
larger charge is made than for a silent picture. In addition to this, 
BRODSKI receives a 10$ commission from the Garrison Film Company, when 
he shows a Garrison film. However, his steady income is derived from a 
job which he holds, but which is not known to this writer* 

"Every effort is made to delude the public as to the 
true character of the revolutionary films, not only by BRODSKI but by 
the Communist Party as well - IF - it is thought that only by such 
deceit can they guarantee that the pictures will be shown* For in- 
stance, it is known to a few leading Comaunists, that a woman known 
as Miss WILSON, bargained with the Public Library for the showing of 
certain pictures. Miss WILSON assured the Library employee that these 
pictures had no connection whatever with the Communist Party or with 
Communism. She produced a card (one of which is attached hereto) show- 
ing that these pictures were to be shown in the Hollywood Women's Club* 
Her listener was convinced that if the pictures were to be shown in so 
reputable a place, they must be above criticism! But - these cards 
were on display in the offices of the Communist Party, and the "Modern 
Film Group" which purported to be presenting the pictures was actually 
a nail group of Communists attached to the Professional Section of the 
Communist Party* 

"Another card aocdbpanies this article, which lists four 
of this same group of pictures and showing^ that this group of pictures 
was to be shown in the Industrial Section's Headquarters* The Indus- 
trial Section is a section of the Communist Party. In comparing the 
two cards attached, it will be found that pictures, 2, 3, U and 5 are 
the same in both instances* It is ridiculous to assume that the so- 
called "Modem Film Group" would have no connection with Communism or 
the Communist Party, with evidence like this on hand* 


* 

* 
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"It is timely to suggest that organizations, clubs, etc., 
which are approached by personable men or women who make attractive 
offers for the showing of motion pictures, should make a thorough inves- 
tigation of the persons approaching them, and of the film or f ilm s of- 
fered, before mniHng any arrangements* These Communist agents have 
developed a finished technique and can make a thorn appear as attractive 
as a rose. 

"This policy has been adopted by the Contemporary Film 
Distributors, as well. Mrs. AARON BRODSKI is the "front" for the or- 
ganization, making contacts with various organizations and groups and 
attending to business arrangements. BRODSKI attends to the tech- 
nical end of showing the films. Mrs. BRODSKI is the bookkeeper for the 
group, as well." 

The first "card" referred to in the report above is iden- 
tified as follows i 


"The Beet of Foreign Films at the Industrial 
Section, 546£ S. Spring St." 

The second "card" is identified as follows t 

"Modern Film Group presents 

Five internationally important Sound Films 1 .... 
Hollywood Women's Club, 7078 Hollynod Blvd." 

The five films mentioned on card No. 1 are the following: 

"Thunder Over Mexico" 

Mexican Film by EISZNSTEIN and 
UPTON SINCLAIR 

• "Crime and Punishment", 

French FUm'with HARE! BAUERS 

"Alone* - Russian Film 


"A Nous La Lib arte" 

French Film by Rene Clair 




ing: 


The five pictures mentioned on Card No. 2 are the follow* 


1. "Youth of Maxim" - Russian 

Directed by K0SXNTSS7 & TRAUEERG 

2. "Crime et Punishment" - French 

„ _ Directed by PIERRE CHSHAL, with music by 

HONNEGSR 

3. "Alone" - Russian 

Directed by K0SITITSE7 & TRAUEERG, music 
by SHQSTOKOVITCH 

4. "A Nous la Liberte" - French 

Directed by RENE CLAIR 

5. "The Wave" (Redes) - Mexican 

With photography by PAUL STRAND 

It will be noted that four of the five pictures are listed 
on both cards. It is reported that all of these films are of a propaganda 
nature. 


WORKERS 1 FILM AND FOTO LEAGUE 

r~ I/-) 

Source. F furnished j to Agent 

le activities of the workers Fi 


a copy of a confidential 

port concerning the activities of the~Wbrkers Film and Foto League which held 
a mass meeting on February 6, 1V35 at the Commonwealth House, 1453 Vine Street, 
Hollywood, California. Several of the Conn uni at Party members who were most 
active at that time are still active in the affairs of the Communist Party in 
Los Angeles at the present time. SAM ORNITZ, the featured speaker on that oc- 
casion, is one of the staunchest Communists in California today. This report 
is as follows: 

\ 

"Preliminary activities are in progress in Hollywood, 
for the organization of a bona fide Workers' Film and Photo League* 

These activities include the holding of meetings to which the public 
and persona interested in the production of motion pictures, are in* 

Vi ted. Interesting talks, as well as the showing of motion pictures, 
are provided for entertainment. The talks are designed to inform the 
people of the aspirations and plans of the new organisation. 




"In the past, there has been in existence a mall group 
which called itself the Workers' Film and Photo League, but this 
group was handicapped for lack of funds, for want of support from tech- 
nicians and was in reality a one-man organization. y J. SBQNOFF own 




V* 



the etaert and soma o f the pa raphe mall a , and ha has dona most of tha 
photographing and othar work alone. Now, however, it is planned by car- 
tain ortha Communist Party membere , to make a raal organisation out of 
tha rananta of tha old, with a Party fraction guiding tha organization* 
Among those Party members who are active in forming tha new group, are ^ 
BETTT SMITH, recently arrived from New York, Mr. S ALTER, also from New 
York, EDDIE O’TOOLE, BILL iHLLER, BILL GHI2R and the WALLACES. 

"On Tuesday, February 6th, SAM ORNITZ waa tha featured 
speaker at one of these meetings. The meeting wae held in Commonwealth 
House, 1453 Vine Street* Approximately 65 people were present* An adr* 
mission charge of 151 was made* 

"ORNITZ said that the purpose of the League waa to even- 
tually produce motion pictures, depicting events in tha class struggle, 
etc* In order to produce pictures which may be put on a paying basis, 
it is necessary to draw into the League film technicians, camera man, 
grips, cutters, electricians, etc* ORNITZ warned his listeners that 
they must not come into the Workers' Film and Photo League with the ex- 
pectation of winnj n g personal glory or fame. They must not coma in for 
"art's" Saks* They must come into the League with the full understand- 
ing that association with the organization will place upon them the 
stigna of being called a Red; They must come into the organisation un-V 
ders tending that they will have to face HINES and his murderous Red 
Squad; they can expect that when they go out. to photograph scenes at a 
dmnonstration, they will probably be thrown' into jail and get their 
heads bashed In, as well* However, ORNITZ added, the members of this 
League will have the compensation of -.a conscience which rests assured 
in its conviction that the owner of said conscience, has dona his best 
for the revolutionary cause* "Personally", said OENITZ, "I don' t see 
any fun in living unless you can take these chances* I don't know what 
justification there la for your living unless you are willing to be 
beaten up or jailed for the cause of the revolution*" 

"ORNITZ sneered aV the type of motion picture# which la 
being produced* He said that the actors are tired of love scenes and 
"ell that rubbish". They went to make revolutionary pictures, which 
actually deal with the class struggle. He declared that it was a reve- 
lation to him when he found that so many of the actors and extras are 
Red. 

"ORNITZ spoke of having been in Kentucky and of seeing 
the hunger, misery and want of the poor people there* He said it would 
have been invaluable if he could have made pietares of the children 
with their bodies emaciated from hunger, and their little legs that 
looked like sticks* He added that he is under indictment in Kentucky 
and that he was exiled from there* '}? 
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"He declared that the major studios are now consider- 
ing mntring some Russian picture s • He told of the gradual radical 1 is- 
tlon of some of the greater lights in. the picture business. He re- 
ferred to "Red Square", the picture which Columb ia w as preparing to 
make. He said, in connection with this, that LAURENCE STALLINGS was 
assigned to write the script for "Red Square" • STALLINGS had always 
been viciously opposed to the Soviet Union. In fact, he be c ame furi- 
ous when the revolutionary country wsa mentioned in his presence. In -• - 
order to gather the proper information for his assignment, he went to 
Russia in the company of MILESTONE, the director, who is a Russian by 
birth. 


"After spending a little time in Russia, MILSSTONE end 
STALLINGS returned to America. STALLINGS 1 sentiments towards the Soviet 
Onion appeared to have undergone a complete change. He is now quite 
sympathetic towards Russia, and the script which he wrote for "Red 
Square" proved to be exceedingly sympathetic towards the Rsd Government. 

"At this point, UXJ HEIFETZ, who was sitting in the audi- 
ence, asked ORNITZ for permission to make a statement. OHNITZ begged 
that he do so, and HEIFETZ said, "Comrades, I have bad news for you. I 
was at Columbia today and they are not going to make "Red Square". I 
saw the script which STALLINGS wrote end regard it as the finest piece 
of literary work I have seen for seme time." 

"ORNITZ displayed great chagrin at this announcement. 
HEIFETZ added further that the publicity man at Columbia said to him* 
"There's no use talking - we've got to sell the Americans on Russia." 

"The meeting then continued in ite informal way, with 
questions from the floor, and either ORNITZ or O'TOOLE answering them. 

"Someone in the audience asked if any teehnicisns be- 
longed to the Film and Photo League as yet. O'TOOLE replied that 
there are camera men, cutters and writer* in the membership at present. 
It might be mentioned at this point that he announced that HARKI KOUER, 
formerly a member of the YCL, is a cutter at U.GJf. 

"Scraps of pictures which SIMINOFF bad taken, were shown, 
at this time, but because they were shorts and were mot correctly as- 
sembled the effect was bad." 
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LARCE FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTORS 
EARL! DATE 


TO THE COMMUNIST PARTY AT AM 





Source G furnished th« Agent a copy of a report which was 
prepared early in 1936 for certain picture producers* This report is as fol- 
lows:^ 





"Prom among the fabulous-salaried executive* , directors, 
actors, scenario writers, etc., of the motion picture industry, hare 
come the Communist Party's most liberal financial supporters. Without 
the huge monthly contributions of these persons, the Communist Party 
Mould have been handicapped in maintaining the extensive headquarters 
at 224 S* Spring Street and at 230 S. Spring Street^! |tc] 


"These contributors are given the utmost in protection 
by the Communist Party. One trusted Party member acts as collector, 
and ones each month, visits the various contributors for the purpose of 
making the collections. An official receipt is given* Only a trusted 
few of ths Party members know the Danes of the contributors* There is 
one outstanding example of exposure, and that was the ease of where 
JAMES CAGNEY’S nans was broadcast after letters had been found, identi- 
fying him as a Communist sympathizer and supporter* This experience 
caused a tightening of the apparatus handling collections, etc .Qty^Uj 

"JAMES CAGNEY'S name is among those at the head of the 
list of heavy contribu tors ^ Re can be counted upon to make addit i o na l 
contributions In emergency cases, as wall as to maintain his regular 
monthly payments 

"FRANS DAVIS, assistant producer and director, whose 
home is at 338 N. Barrington Drive, Brentwood Heights, makes a regular 
monthly donation of J 500. 00 to the Communist Party. DAVIS recently 
flaw his own plane to Yuma, where he was married to TESS SLESINGER* 

TESS SLESINGER, incidentally, divorced her former husband because he 
did not share her radical ideas \ 'She is a scenario writer* She, like 
DAVIS, is a staunch supporter of Communisrt.^ 


"Last May, FRANK DAVIS, accompanied by MTs* BERYL LA 
CAVA, wife of GREGORY LA CAVA (motion picture director), went to Russia, 
He declared that his purpose in visiting Russia was to determine for 
himself, that HEARS T wae printing lies about that country* DAVIS said 
he was going to fly over the Ukraine and convince himself that starvation 


was unknown there 


•cs.^ 


"Before leaving for New York, on the first stage of the 
Russian trip, FRANK DAVIS made a gift of a Ford 7-8 coupe to the Los 
Angeles Section of the Commuhist Party, The Ford had-tieaa one of hie 
personal cars and the signing over of the certificate of ownership 
se^ed a trifling thing to him. At the time he left for Russia, be. 
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was donating $100,00 per laonth to the Party, The increasing of the 
monthly contribution to $500.00 apparently indicate! that his devo— ' 
tion to Communism has increased considerably since that timely |t_L) 


"It may be interesting to note here that last summer, 
the C.E.C. of the Communist Party sent a man known only as "LAWRENCE*, 
from New York to Los Angeles, for the specific purpose of organizing 
the wealthy sympathizers into a disciplined group. These wealthy Com- 
munist sympathizers were told that the Party needed their support and 
would protect thaa. Since that time, the monthly collections hare been 
made in an organized manner and the income of the Cocmunis t party nas 
been incredibly increased, A certain percentage of all collections re- 
mains in the treasury of the Loe Angeles Section, some goes to the Dis- 
trict and tha balance to New York.^v.) 

"MARION AINSLEE, scenario writer, was also among the con- 
tributors to the Party. Last summer, she was donating $50.00 per month. 
In September, she went to Russia to join her husband, who has been a 
student in the University of Moscow for about three years. He is major- 
ing in "Organization" and upon his return to the United States, the Party 
will assign him to some major position in this field. MARION AINSLEE 
will return to America with her husband, and without a doubt, her dona- 
tions will resume their regularity tu./) 


"SAM CHNITZ, writer, has long been identified with the 
revolutionary movement. His monetary contributions to the cause of 
revolution and the sovietization of the United Statee, are made through 
the International Labor Defense. Besides his monetary contributions, 
he contributes much in writing. He also speaks at various radical af- 
faire and is mightily interested in the production of motion pictures 
which will act. as mediums for the dissemination of revolutionary pro- 
paganda » 


"OUT ENDORE, writer, is also listed as a sympathizer and 
contributor ' 


ly sympathetic 
called uponX>\ 


"RUTH CHATTERSON, the star, is described as being extreme- 
aad can be counted upon to make liberal contributions when 



"LIONEL STANCES, the comedian who is becoming so popular, 
is a member of the Communist Party and is probably assessed by the Party, 
for a considerable percentage of hie large salary^s^ 
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"FRANK TUTTIE, motion picture director, is among the dev- 
otees to the Soviet idee* The extent of hie contribution to the move- 
ment, hae not been learned by the writer, but it is understood that ha 
is most liberal. His wife, TANIA, was the sponsor of a large affair 
held at the fashionable Trocadero, some time ago, the proceeds of which 
went to the Scottcboro Defense. u.) 

"EDWARD G. ROBINSON, star, is an actaitted Communist sym- 
pathiser. He contributes heavily. last euaaer, he attended the "protest 
meeting" held at the Vine Street Playhouse in Hollywood, which was held 
for the purpose of the so-called attack upon BIZI. GHIER. It majr^ be^ re- 
called that BILL GHIER, a member or the Communist Party, was assisting 
In the presentation of the anti-fascist play, "Till the Day I Die", at 
the Vine Street Theater, at that time* One night, he claimed, he was 
way-laid as he left the Theatre and severely beaten. Oaomuniste and sym- 
pathisers immediately arranged the protest meeting* at vfcich GHIER, lean- 
i heavily upon a cane and attempting to look wan, was the star. EDWARD y, 
G, ROBINSON attended this meeting, occupying a seat down front. He was ^ 
among those most vociferously voicing their anger at the attack upon GHIER i/- 1 

e . . . i .l . i. wvf/v rrmnn 4 _ v * t _ 

*&b xeamoa ju-hu hulajh, 10 u^ ^ x mu iife w 


ward tendencies. At a meeting of writers and press correspondents, KING 
VIDOR remarked that Russia is making the very best motion pictures being 
produced anywhere in the world today. He attributed this fact to the 
fact that the producers "are not hampered by having to consider box-office 
results", as the Soviet Union is not interested in profits. 

"VICTOR SHAPIRO, publicity man at Twentieth-Century Fox, 
has Joined the bend of Communist supporters. He is willing to contri- 

umm hot* uoljr mousy duv «jl a wxxiv/ ywjui vj.igr «« 

all of the facilities at his command, for conversion to Conaaunist re- 
quirements 

"It has been reported that LEWIS MILESTONE is rapidly be- 
coming a believer in the Russian precepts, And that he is willing to 
contribute to the cause in any way he is able to* 


"It may be apropos to make some reference here to the play, 

Hn... J ft ru onek AW 4 . meail wA Aka UamAnol IlK 

"DU. ry b(9V UWAU# ” VJU uai^U «&7%A4f MUD y+j+j rr«u I9«u ■« um iiwiawue' 

on Hollywood Boulevard, with FREDERIC MARCH and his wife, FLORENCE EL- 
DREDGE, reading" the- major roles. Among the notables attending this read- 
ing were JAMES CA®ET, LIONEL STANDEE, ONSLOW STEVENS, DUDLET NICHOLS (who 
recently .refused to accept the academy award, claiming that it was not a 
fairly conducted procedure and that it is an empty gesture), FRANK TUTTLE 
and his wife and JOHN CBQlimL, the well known director who has a magni- 
ficent estate in Hidden Valley. -Ik ^ , N ( 


$ 
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"It is understood that there has been considerable 
friendly rivalry among the directors and actors, in attempts to secure 
the coveted roles. A clipping from the "Western Worker" indisputably 
identifies some of these motion picture celebrities with the powerful 
anti-war play, (enclosed). In the Los Angeles Times of April 19th, 

1936, an article appeared, wording of which was as follows, 

" »BUHX THE DEAL* TO BE PRODUCED. -• _ 

" 'The reception accorded 'Bury the Dead' in New York 
has prompted Contemporary Theatre to produce this anti-war play in Los 
Angeles. 


" 'Following a conference with JOHN C30137SLL and EGON 
EHEECHER, who wt?i co-direct. Contemporary Theatre has announced that 
•Bury The Dead' will go into rehearsal ojanediately. According to the 
present plane. It will open in May. 1 


"GEORGE HELLGREN, who is credit manager for the loan as- 
sociation conducted by the Fox Studios, and who is head of the safety 
department as well, is a heavy contributor to the revolutionary move- 
ment. He contributes to every campaign and activity. He is eaployed 
at the Fox Westwood Studios. 


"CLIFFORD ODETTS, well known writer, ia another Comnunist 
Party member and supporter. He came to Hollywood recently from New York 
and accepted a position at $2300.00 per week at Paramount Studios. 


"Rsgardingi CLIFFORD ODETTS. 

"Tbs following was learned today from a reliable and 
extremely confidential source. 

"CLIFFORD ODETTS is the author of the anti-fascist play, 
"Til the Day I Die* and of "Waiting for Lefty". These plays created a 
great furor when presented. For a long time, ODETTS, although a well 
known writer and playwright, had been struggling for a livelihood in 
New York. 


"After the smash successes of his plays, the motion pic- 
ture producers sat up and took notice of him. He was offered an enticing 
job at the salary of $2500.00 per week, in Hollywood. It appears that 
ODETTS did not even have to make up his own mind on the matter, for the 
C.E.C. of the Communist Party - upon learning of the offer - instructed 
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ODsrrs to go to Hollywood without delay and accept the ' 
ODETTS carried out hie instruction and upon reaching Hollywood, signed 
a contract for two years or so. ODETTS draws a salary of $ 2500.00 per 
week which is promptly confiscated by the Communist Party, and ODETTS 
is given a stall allowance by the Party. "(^ UuA 

INTRODUCTION OF COMMUNIST PARTI ACTIVITIES IN HOLETTOOD )<OTCON 

PICTURE LABOR UNIONS 


Source H has stated that it was not until 1934 that the 
Communist International (Comintern) headquarters in Moscow, Russia discovered 
the tremendous possibilities of the motion picture as a means of propaganda 
to serve the foreign policy of the Soviet Union and spread its brand of Com- 
munism everywhere throughout the world wnere motion pictures are shown«^/^LL) 

Source stated that up to that time, which was the latter 
part of 1934, the Communist Party in the United States had had no specific 
instructions to concentrate on the Hollywood motion picture industry with 
the object of capturing the labor unions of the worker in that industry and 
influencing others in cultural fields in Hollywood. (iflM 

Source stated that this is correct is borne out by what 
took place at a meeting of the Communist faction of Los Angeles County held 
at 2500 Brooklyn Avenue, Boyle Heights, in the fall of 1933 at which time 
SAliUEL DARCY, then the Communist party organizer of District 13 of the Party 
under which the territory of Southern California operates, severely criticized 
one of the comrades for mentioning the possibility of penetrating the motion 
picture industry. DARCY said at that time that Coonuinists had no business 
wasting their efforts in "swanky Hollywood". Thsir place, he said, was down 
in the i n dustrial districts, the 1 shipyards and the harbor where the real Com- 
munist work was to be done, (vl \M 

(.Source H stated) that at about the same time, or shortly 
before that time, a Russian motion^ picture director, SERffil EIS2MSTSIN, had 
-vzj&ade a picture in Mexico in cooperation with UPJON SINCLAIR, called "Thunder 
Over Mexico". This picture was cal 1 "an epoch of revolution" by Communist# 

and sympathizers. It was exhibited extensively in the United States and at 
the Lux "Theater in Hollywood. 


KISENSTEIN cane to Hollywood at this time and was received 
with much acclaim by executives, writers and actors alike. He was wined and 
dined and shown every consideration. He was much Impressed with the industry 
but criticized the type of pictures made. He stated that they ware not suffi- 
ciently socially conscious. 



Source stated that lata in 1934 SISENSTEIN returned to 
Russia and has never returned to the United States so far as Source is in- 
formed. Source further stated that not long after EISENSTEIH arrived in 
Russia an article was published in the "Communist", the official monthly 
organ of the Comintern in the United States* fin this article the possibil- 
ities of Communist penetration of the Hollywood^ motion picture industry was 
stressed and propaganda possibilities of the motion pictures were enlarged 
upon. Source further stated that in the spring of 1935 direct orders came - - 
down "in mimeographed fora (these comunlcations are called "directives") 
from the top structure of the Party to all units in the Los Angeles section 
that there must be an intense concentration on Hollymod and the motion pic- 
ture industry. The article emphasized the fact that the Communists must try 
to capture the labor unions for, if this could be done, they could be of much 
service in influencing the type of pictures produced and thus serve the Soviet 
cause. 1 The article mnpbasized that at the same time work must be done among 
the cultural group, writers, artists, actors, actresses, and others, to enlist 
their assistance toward the Communist cause. 

There is being set out beloir a history of activities of 
the Co m m u nist Party as they were applied to the labor unions in the motion, 
picture industry in Hollywood from the year 1934 when the Communist Party de- 
cided to enter that tield, until the present time. 


HOmWOOD STUDIO UNIONS 

JoT 

^Source. I, who has been a n*egber of the A,F. of L, labor 
unions in Holiywooa for many years, has st&teajChat the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees, an autonomous group of local unions identified 
with the American Federation of Labor, is one of the oldest group of unions 
now in existence in the United States, In fact it is older than the American 
Federation of Labor itself. 


When it affiliated with the A.P. of L, in the early nine— 
• ^e last century it was granted jurisdiction over the working crafta 

"In the theatrical business, stage carpenters, stage electricians, property 
men, grips, flymen, and later when the motion pictures came into existence, 
the motion picture machine operators. 


Source stated that 
into existence it was looked upon as a 
theatrical business, differing only in 
the camera and projection machine were 
audience. 


when the motion picture industry came 
branch or rather an extension of the 
principle by reason of the fact that 
interposed between the actors and the 
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I.A.T.S.E, claimed 


4-Source I further stut*^ 




reason of this fact the 


ItHsrf'lflHAn AWfiT* 


>rkera in the notion pit 


try contending, and rightly, that their charter issued by the A.F. of L* 
covered this field* Shortly after the first notion picture studio was erected 
in Hollywood in 1911 the I.A.T.S.2. began organizing the irorkers in the Holly- 
wood studios. Dlls was about the year 1912* This jurisdiction was recognised 
and I.A.T.S.E. was the only union organization in Hollywood for soae years* 


■ - /Source I further stated] that in the meantime, with the 

great expansion of the industry and the practice of building large outdoor 
seta and spectacular effects which took the place of painted backgrounds and 
makeshift sets, the building trade crafts, carpenters, painters, plasterers 
and others were casting eyes on this field and preparing to enter it* 

In 1921 the I.A.T.S.E. called a strike of its workers in 
a dispute with the studios* Immediately the building crafts stepped in and 
broke the strike, and succeeded in establishing themselves as a part of the 
Hollywood studio union organisations where they have remained up to the pres- 
ent time* The I.A.T.S.E. was left with a mailer group of loeals which they 
have succeeded in retaining* r v 

r' U * 

L Source I further stated] that in 1933 in a dispute with 
the Hollywood producers, the I.A.T.S.E. called a strike* Again the building 
trades, especially the International Brotherhood of Electrical Tforkere, broke 
the strike by taking the place of the members of the I.A.T.S.E* This strike 
was purely a jurisdictional one, as was the one in 1921. 


[source 1 further statedjtMt as a result of this fight 
over jurisdiction, the workers in the motion picture industry in Hollywood 
became very much disgusted and began deserting the unions* Membership of 
all groups dropped until they could be numbered in a few hundreds instead of 
thousands* The result was that a very chaotic condition existed in 1933 as 
many of the workers had lost confidence in the A.F. of L*, 

He stated that up until this time the Communist Party had 
i^ffored the motion picture unione, not considering then worth bothering about. 

It was concentrating on factories, shipping and large industrial concerns* 

This was the Communist Party line at that time* 

!_ Source I further stated that suddenly awaking to the sit- 
uation and taking advantage of the disorganized condition of the studio unions, 
the group of Communists and fellow travellers in Hollywood held a series of 
meetings in the fall of 1933* the result of which was a decision to enter the 
motion picture field, and in January of 1934 they created an organization for ~ 
the purpose of entering the field. This organization was the ICTXON PICTURE 
WORKERS INDUSTRIAL UNION* It was an independent group coap],etj»Ay under the V 
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control of the Communist element*, taking orders from the local functionary 
of the Communist Party .^j ^ 


MOTION PICTURE WORKERS INDUSTRIAL UNION 


.Source J has informs Angeles Bureau Office that 

the.Motion Picture Workers Industrial Union was formed on or about January 1, .. 
1934* He has stated that this union was formed for the purpose of taking over 
and organizing all workers of all classifications in the motion picture indus- 
try into one organization* Prior to that time, in 1933* he stated there was 
a strike in the motion picture industry called by the I.A.T.S.E. which had a 
foothold in the motion picture industry since about 1912. He stated that this 
strike failed and due to the failure the I.A.T.S.E. structure practically fell 
apart and there were left only about 160 members which gave an opportunity for 
a new group to step in. The result was that the M.P.W.I.U. was set up and 
began to function. 

{This union was independent - was not affiliated with the 
A.F. of L. (The C.I.O. at that time had not come into existence). Source J 
stated that although the 'i.P.TT.I.U. was under the control and domination of 
the Coosnunist Party, working through the Communist Party fraction of the union, 
it never affiliated with the Trade Union Unity League. Demands were made on 
the organiser of this union, H. G. WOLFE by LAWRENCE ROSS' (the correct name of 
LAWRENCE ROSS was LAWRENCE ROSENFELD), the section secretary of the Communist 
Party, ELMER HANOFF, organizer for the Communist Party, UAZER BAYLIN, a func- 
tionary of the Communist Party, and JAMES ALLEN, organizational secretary-' of 
the Communist Party, made demand* on WOLFE that the M.P.Vf.I.U. affiliate with 
the T.U.U.L. Source stated that WOLFE emphatically declined to affiliate and 
the union continued to function a* an independent union. 1^1. {u. ^ 






The officers of this union were the following persona x 

HEX HER BERGMAN, President, January 1 , 1934 to April 1 , 1934 . 
WILFRED W. LION, President, April 1 , 1934 to February 1 , 1935 . 
MUD RED FLEMING, Secretary. — - 

ETTOHE CONTINI, Treasurer. 

H. G. WOLFE, Organizer. 

ED U. GILBERT, Member Executive Board. 

DON GORDON, • 

JOHI LOOSC HEM, " 

LOUIS HEIFETZ, » 

RUDOLPH KOHL, » 

HELMER PEDERSON, " 

ARTHUR JOHNSON, " 

BORIS QOLDBLATT, ■ 

SAM QOLDBLATT, « 


M 
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BERGMAN . Source K has stated that BERGMAN was born In Sweden 
bat is a naturalised citizen by reason of the naturalization of his father; 
that BERGMAN was a propagandist for the Communist Party of Russia; that he 
taught in tho Communist Workers School in Hollyrood at 1757 North Highland 
Avenue in 1934; that his subject waa "The Cccnunist Manifesto 


Source stated that BERQiAN went to Russia in 1935 with 
HENRI McCARTT, a writer in Hollywood; that McCAKTT paid the expenses of 
both on this trip; that they stayed in Russia for about three or four raonths. 

He stated that when they returned to the United States BERGMAN became the 
local chairman of the American League Against War and Fascism, and that in 
1935 BERGMAN attended the Communist Party Section Convention which was held 
at 226 South Spring Street, Los Angeles. He stated that at this convention 
BERGtIAN officially represented the American League Against War and Fascism* 
Source further stated that in 1936 BERGMAN met with the Soviet representatives 
of the Russian motion picture industry who were in Hollywood to select skilled 
workers for the motion picture industry in Russia* He stated that BERGMAN 
aided them in selecting this group to go to Russia and work in the Soviet 
Union* He stated that some of the persons selected to go to Russia were 
HEUfER BERCMAN, WILFRED W. LION, BORIS GOLDBLATT, SAM GQIDBLATT, ALLEMJflJMTER, 
JAMES B. ALLAN, and some others, about ten or twelve in all. Of these parties 
BERGMAN, HON, and the two GQIDBLATES were leaders in the Communist Party in 
the Loe Angeles area. He stated that BERGMAN stayed in Russia about two years. 
The others returned at the end of one year* He further stated that after BERG- 
HAN returned from Russia he lectured at open forums, dinners, small community 
forums, discussion clubs, all. of which were very pro-Soviet and pro-Ca na u n lst. 
He stated that EERCMAN carried on this activity until about one year ago when 


he became inactive* He also stated that BERCUAN is a close associate of NORA 
HELLGHEN and her husband, GEORGE HELLGHEN, and that BERGMAN has made his head- 
quarters at the HELLGHEN home since 1933 «*^^(jiJ) / 

NORA HELLfflEN . ^Source U has informed] the Los Angeles Bureau 
^.Office that NORA HELLGHEN is an outstanding member of the Communist Party; that 
"'Ihe was born in Pennsylvania and went to Europe aa a social worker; that she 
was also on the Ford Peace Ship Mission which went to Europe during the World 
War; that later she became the English secretary to CHICHERIN, the first for- 
eign commissar in the Soviet Union* Source stated that she is very familiar 
with Russian affairs; that she is one of the old trusted members of the Com- 
munist Party in Hollywood; that she Is about 58 years of age at the present 
time* He stated that her husband, GEORGS HELLGHEN, was born in Chicago, Ill- 
inois of Swedish parentage; that GEORGS HELLGHEN is about forty years of age 
and is the credit executive at the Twentieth Century Fox Studios; that he is 
also the credit adviser of the Motion Picture Cooperative Buyers Guild* He 
stated that It Is his belief and understanding that CTORCE HELLGHEN is not a 
member of the Communist Party, but that he supports everyt|iid^ that NORA _ 
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HELLGFEN believes in and follows the Communist Party line and is Just as en- 
thusiastic about Communism as NORA HELLGHEW is, but it is believed that he 
has never been accepted as a member of the Communist Party. 

WILLFRID W. LYON . ^Source N has infoimedjttiat LION was 
bom in New Jersey and is about 45 'So 43 years of age; that ne was active in 
liberal and discussion groups diring the UPTON SINCLAIR campaign for Gover- 
nor of California in 1934; that LYON is a high precision mechanic and an 
expert on motion picture cameras. Source stated that LYON was employed in 
1934 by the Mitchell Camera Company, manufacturers of motion picture cameras; 
that he organized the men in that plant and brought them into the M.P.W.I.U. 
Source stated that in 193b he was selected by the representatives of the So- 
viet government to go to Russia and work as a motion picture mechanic; that 
LYON stayed in Russia about nine months and when he came back to this coun- 
try he became active in the union organization in the C.I.O. Rubber Workers 
Union. He stated that LYON was radical for years but wae not a Comnunist 
until he came back from Russia in 1937 > at which time it was reported that 
he joined the Communist Party and had been made a member of the Section Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party in Los Angeles. Source stated that it was also 
reported that he went to Salt Lake City more than a year ago and that it has 
been further reported that he has dropped out of Communism completely and has 
had no connection with the Comnunist Party in the last two years.x 

r. ' 

MILDR'-D FLSflSG . ^Source 0 has advised/ that IfHHRED FLEM- 
ING was born in the United Statea and is approximately forty years of age; 
that she was a reader in the studios and became secretary of the M.P.ff.I.U. 

He stated that when the M.P.VLI.U. was dissolved, she became an enthusiastic 
member of the Motion Picture Democratic Committee and wae married to STANIEI 
ROGEIRS, an art director. He stated that she is a reader in the studios at 
the present time. He further stated that she wrote articles for "Black and 
White 11 in 1939, & publication put out by the Young Communists League. He fur- 
ther stated that she was a member of the League of American Writers and very 
active at the Hollywood Writers School. He stated that she is a very close 
friend and associate of DON GORDON, a reader at Paramount, and a very active 
-v-ftember and supporter of the Communist 'Party. He stated that her husband, 
./''STANLEY ROGERS, is a sponsor of the National Federation for Constitutional 
• Liberties. Source further stated that ROGERS is also a member of the execu- 
tive board of the Motion Picture Cooperative Buyers Guild. 


STTORE CQNTTNI . ^Source P has atstedC^t CONTINI, the 

n t t -r * r . _ _ : x. j. ■ T — 1 w ** a. u _ . ^ _ 


treasurer of the M.P.VLI.U. , was a reader at the Universal Studios and a 
close friend of MILDRED FLEMING and DON GORDON. He stated that in 1933 and 
1934 CONTINI was a member of the Young Communists League; that he was appoint- 
ed a delegate from the M.P.W.I.U. to the American Youth Congress which met in 
Los Angeles early in 1934. He further stated that CONTINI became a Civil 
Service employee in the Loe Angeles County Sheriff's Office as a stenographer 
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or clerk In 193$ end that he is still mployed In the Sheriff** Office, 
Source P stated that it is believed that COHTOI baa not engaged in a ny 
Coanunist Party activity since he has been in the Sheriff *• Office* 


H. G.WOLP . [Source Q has etate^tnat 10LF was born at 
Covington, Kentucky In le&2 # that he earn engaged in the theatrical business 
fron about 1901 to about 1924 at which tine he cane to Hollywood and nsrked 
in the Hollywood studios until about 1933* Source stated that WOLF becaae 
the organiser of the K.P.W.I.U. January 1, 1934 end continued as organiser 
until 1936 st rtlch tins tbs union was dissolved, Source further stated 
that WOLF becaae a nsnber of the Cowmunist Party about Novenber, 1933 and 
left the CoBznunist Party the latter part of 1935; that fran 1935 to date he 
has been ssployed as a utility worksr In Hollywood nod is a amber of local 
724 of the Utility Workers Union, 4.P. of L., Hollywood, , ^ 

m ii- nrumg . [Source B has advised) that GILBERT was 
born In West Virginia and is about 45 years of age; thafr be ie at present 
on the executive board of tha H.P.V.I.U. Source baa atated that by pro- 
fession GIIBERT is a sat designer or draftsman md that bs is now anployed 
in various studios In Hollywood, He etsted that in 1941 GILBERT was the 
President of tbe eet designers guild, *ich ie affiliated with the A.F. of 
L., a studio union. Source bus further stated that be has been a nsnber of 
tbe Coawniet Party since 1933 md has held aaay C new un1.at Party fraction 
nestings at his hone and has been otherwise very active in the Coanunist 
Party affaire; that be is a real fanatic on the subject of Qo— uni an. 

Source further stated that in 193$ rcn-mgw was tha representative of the 
top fraction of the Coanunist Party to the Labor Oannisaion of tha Co w a u n- 
ist Party for the city of Los Angeles; that h* was s delegate to the Con- 
ference of Studio Unions and a close associate of HERBERT K. SORRELL, and 
that he is and has been fbr a long tine a amber of the Motion Picture Dem- 
ocratic Coanittee^vj / te/‘LLj 

IRWIN P. HBHTSCHEL . /^Source 8 has advised] that HOTISCHEL 
was born in Montana and that he is about 33 years of age; that he is an iron 
worker or prop maker and is regularly employed st the Hollywood studios* 
Source stated that HSMTSCHEL la a nsnber of Local 44, I.A.T JS.3. In Hollyw 
wood; that fas was a amber of tfas executive beard, M.P.W.I.U. and has bean 
s ssatisr of the Coanunist Party since 1934, Source stated that evidence of 
hie ambershlp In the Comnnist Party sad his act iviti es in the Can i wrist 
Party is contained In correspondence between ROT HUDSON, a snbir of the 
Central Committee of the Cmnunist Party 1 a lew York City end the leading 
Ceramist in trade union work in the Party and JE IT KXBHS, the leading Con- 
nuniet in Hollywood trade union work et that tine, (This information Is 
contained in Exhibits Ho. 1 end 2 which will be attached to this report 
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DON OORDOH . Source T hu Informed Ag«ot that the Com- 
munist Party name of DOM CORDON is JOHN SHFTBOOD and that ha «u bore in 
* tha stata of Connecticut and is about 46 years of agt. Source has stated 
that fra* 1934 to 1936 CORDON was a menber of the executive board of the 
If.P.TT.I.U. He further stated that GORDON has been a member of the Common— 

1st Party since 1936; that in 1936 he solicited Source to be cone a aeaber 
of the C o w m l at Party* Source further advised that GORDON is at ths bead / 
of the reeding department of Paramount Studloa at the present time. He 
further stated that GORDON is a aeaber of the League of American Writers end 
that be hao taught at the Writers School. He also stated that GORDON had 
contributed articles to the magazine "Black and ’Vhite" published by the Young 
Communists League and managed by WILL ROGERS, JR., and that he was also con- 
nected with the "Clipper", the official organ of the League of American 
Writers. 

* JOHN LOOSCH5N . Source U has advised Agent that LOGSCHEN 

was born in California and that he is about 47 years of age; that he is a 
member of local 946 Studio Carpenters, A.P. of L. Source further advised 
that' LOQSCtoJ was a member of the executive board and sergeant-at-arms of 
the M.P.W.I.U. He further advised that in 1934 I0QSCH5N was a member of the 
Pen and Hexner Club and that he joined the Communist Party in 1934 end with- 
drew about a year and a half later. Source stated, however, that L0QSCH3J 
is still sympathetic to the Corxnunist party. He further stated that LDQSCHEH 
attended a meeting at the Embassy Audi tori us about September, 1942 which meet- 
ing was for the benefit of the "People's World" and at which meeting irore QUIN 
a "People's World” columnist, and JOHN PITTMAN, another "People's World" col- 
umnist, were the principal speakers. He further stated that 5D BOBBIN, the 
Communist Party radio commentator, was the chairman of this meeting. 

LOUIS KSlFliiTK . Source V has Informed that H3IFETZ was 
born in Boston, Massachusetts, end was a script niter, that he is at the 
present time a member of the Screen ’Triters Guild. Source stated that HSI— 
F2T7 has never been a member of the Communist Party, that he has bean so- 
licited on many occasions to join the Party, but he has never done so, but 
he always follows the Coaaunist Party line specifically. 

^RUDOLPH KOHL . Source V has informed that It' HL is a mem- 
ber of local 644 of the Studio Painters. He further advised that KOHL was a 
aeaber of the executive board of thft M.P.tf.I.U. and was active in this union, 
having recruited more members into the Communists than any one individual. 
Source 7 stated that KOHL has been a member of the Communist Party since 1934. 
He advised that KOHL was appointed a regional director of the Hollywood Studio 
organization campaign of the C.I.O. in 1934 by HAHHT SR3DG3S, at which time 
the C.I.O. was endeavoring to take over the studio unions and at that time 
the unions were all A.P. of L. or independent. Source stated that KOHL is 
still an active Cooounist and that he attended the National Convention of the 
Communist Party in 1939 as a delegate from California. 
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HELMER PEDERSON . ^Source W has advised) xhe Los Angeles 
Bureau Office that PEDERSON was born In Norway or Sweden and that he claims 
to be a naturalized citizen* Source stated that PETERSON Is an ax-Socialist; 
that he is a member of Local 946 of the Studio Carpenters, and that he is 
about sixty years of age at the present time* Source stated that PEDERSON 
was a member of the Communist Party In 193$ and 1936 and was active In Swedish 

club *\ . _ 

ARTHUR JOHNSON * [Sourc* X has informed) Agent that JOHNSON" " 
was never a Communist; that he was definitely against the Communists. He 
stated that JOHNSON was working in the machine shop at Technicolor and that 
he was a member of the executive board of the M.P.W.I.U. He stated that JOHN- 
SON saw that the M.P.W.I.U. was Communist controlled and he withdrew from the 
M.P.W.I.U. Source stated that he Is at the present time a very active Techno- 
crat. A . \ 


^BORIS GOLDBLATT . ^Source T has lnfonnedj^he Los Angeles 
. GOLDBLATT was bora in Russia. He is about sixty years of 


Bureau Office that GOLDBLATT was bora in Russia. He is about sixty years of 
age and claims to have been naturalized in New York City as soon as it was 
possible for him to become naturalized after his arrival in the United States. 
Source stated that GOLDBLATT claims to have taken part in the 1905 revolution 
in Russia. Source stated that he mrks at the present time as a studio car- 
penter and is a member of Carpenters Union 946. He further stated that (DID- 
BLATT is the father of SAM GOLDBLATT and LOUIS GOLDBLATT, outstaying Commun- 
ist Party functionaries in California. Source stated that BORIS GOLDBLATT was 
a member of the executive board of the M.P.W.I.U. and made a trip to Russia 
in 1935 when the Soviet Government took over a group of Hollywood workers in the 
motion picture industry to participate in the Russian motion picture industry. 
Source stated that BORIS GOLDBLATT Is a staunch fellow traveller and follows 
the Communist Party line on all occasions, but he stated that BORIS GOIDBLACT 
has never been a mmnber of the Communist Party. He stated that GOLDBLATT has 
confined his activities to the I.C.O.R. 

^ .y feAM GOLDBLATT . ^Source Z has informed) Agent that SAM GOLD- 

-> *-'BLATT was born in the United States.' -He also claims that his father, BORIS 
GOLDBLATT, was naturalized In New York City. Source stated that SAM GOLDBLATT 
is a member of Local 683» Laboratory Technicians, I.A.T.S.B., Hollywood. He 
also stated that SAM GOLDBLATT was a member of the executive board of the 
U.P.W.I.U. and was a member of and a leader in the Young Communists League in 
1934, 1935 and 1936. Source stated that SAM GOLDBLATT is now a member of the 
Communist Party under the name of TED MILLER; that be is extremely active in 
Hollywood union matters serving the Communist Party and has supported various 
front organisations and the Motion Picture Democratic Committee 
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LOUIS QOIDBLATT . jsource z haa further advisee 
LOUIS COLDBLATT, a brother of SAil and aon of BORIS, haa not been active in 
the motion picture field, but that he haa been the secretary of the State 
C.I.O. Industrial Union Council at San Francisco for several years and very 
active in Communist affairs throughout the state, and that he left Los An- 
geles in Liarch, 1942 and the reason is that he is now in Chicago, Illinois, 
carrying on C.I.O. organizational work. 


LIME NOW CHANGES (1935) 

Source 2-A has informed the Los Angeles Bureau Office 
that {in April, 1935, instructions were sent out by the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party that the Party line had changed and that all independent 
unions were to be liquidated and their members sent into the A.F. of L. unions 
with the object of capturing the A.F. of L. This policy was followed by the 
M.P.T7.I.U. In a short time this union took in a large number of members and 
was well on the way to becoming the leading union in Hollywood'. In a short 
time the Communists in the union and their fellow travellers began to desert 
and go over into the various locals of the A.F. of L.] All of these A.F. of 
L. locals were mere shells . yfQij 

In order to bring about the dissolution of the U, P.M.I.U. 
the Ccwmunista used every trick of sabotage known, such as circulating rumors 
that it was a company union and advising all workers to stay away from it, 
although they themselves had built it. 

[Source stated that as a result of this the U.P.7M.U. 
gradually went out of existence and in February, 1936 it was officially dis- 
solved. ^ 


V 


/ Source further stated that this union was the forerunner 

'and prepared the way which has enabled ^the Communist Party to gain control 
'over six A.F. of L. labor unions in the” Hollywood motion picture field* the 
number of workers in which was approximately 8,000. In addition to these 
six A.F. of L. labor unions, the Communist Party has gained control over six 
independent labor unions which were called guilds and which had approximately 
2,000 members. Source stated that in addition to the A.F. of L. labor unions 
and the independent guilds referred to herein, there were approximately 25 
other labor organizations in the motion picture industry in Hollymod with 
an approximate membership of 13,000 to 20,000. These 25 guilds and unions^, 
represented their members for the purpose of collective bargaining, the Com- 
munist Party did not completely control these groups but it was, incidentally, 
waging a campaign to take over these groups and force them into the Communist 
Party line for the benefit of the Communist Party^/'j^tA) 
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Source stated that this period of the life of the 
W.I.U. was the period during which the Communist Party of the United State* 
advocated the changing in their program by revolutionary methods. The slogan 
during that period was that the American people must adopt "the revolutionary 
way out of the crisis." 

Source stated further that this was the period of acute 
depression in the United States which the Communist Party was exploiting for 
the-purpose of fomenting revolution and before the change in the Communist ■ 
Party line early in 1936 which ushered in what was called: 

"THE POPULAR FRONT" 


At this time the position which the Cocmuniat Party took 
was that the New Deal was the first step toward Fascism and that President 
ROOSEVELT was setting himself up as a dictator, and that this was the last 
Presidential election we would see. 


Source stated that there was a meeting held in the Holly- 
wood Conservatory of Music about June, 1934 under the auspices of the M.P.W. 
I.U., at which meeting MAURICE SUGAR from Detroit, Michigan, was the principal 
speaker. He stated that SUGAR was brought to the Pacific Coast by the John 
Reed Club of Hollywood, which afterward became the League of American Writers, 
Hollywood Chapter, and affiliated with the International Union of Revolutionary 
Writers, set up in Kharkov, Russia in November 1930^bj 


Source stated that at this meeting MAURICE SUGAR attacked 
the ROOSEVELT A&nlni at ration and New Deal, saying: 


"This is the beginning of fascism in America; that 
ROOSEVELT was the coming dictator; and the N.R.A. was the 'Na- 
tional Run-Around'". 

Source stated that the whole trend of SUGAR'S address was 
^v.that no confidence could be placed in_ democracy and democratic principles as 
^practiced In the United States and that the only solution was the establish- 
ment of "a workers' government". 


Source further stated that the John Reed Club which 


brought SUGAR to Ilollymiod, was a Communist front organisation, the dominant 
figure of vhich was HARRY CARLISLE, bon in America, a member of the Communist 
Party and a leading Communist in Southern California at that time. He stated 
that other members active in the John Reed Club at that time werst\/ tA~ 


CHEUGEB BERGMAN - Communist Party functionary 

JOHN HOWARD LAWSON - Dominant Communist .in Los 


Angeles areal 
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WETL BRANT - member and orgardzer for the U.B.RJI.W.A, 

(It is reported that BRANT has a Government 
Job in Washington at the present time) __ 

f DA7IDA FRANCHT (D. A. CORE!) - A member of tha Communist 

Party and in 1936 tha organizer for tha Hollywood 
Section of tha Communist Party* 

LAWRENCE ROSS (LAWRENCE RDS34FELD) - Section Secretary of 
Communist Party in Los Angeles. 

[ MEL VINA GOODMAN - A member of tbs Communist Party, 

DR. V. A. K. TASHJIAN - Chairman of the Control Commission 
the Communist Party in Los Angeles* 

'DUDLST NICHOLS - Fellow traveller, writer and director, 
i NORA HKLU 3EN - A high Communist Party functionary* 
ftATER BAHJN - A member of the Section Comaittee of the Commun- 
ist Party in Los Angeles, (He was ordered deported 
seven or eight years ago but so far as is known he has 
not been deported*) 


i ten) that < 

a A . j _ J 


^Source 2-A further stated) that during the spring of 1936 
CARET McWHUAlC spoke at a M.P.W.I.U. meeting; that McWILLIAMS is at present 
the Director of the Housing and Imaigration in the Governor GISON Administra- 
tion, and is a sponsor for many Communist front organizations such as the 
American Peace Mobilization, National Federation for Civil Liberties, National 

Guild , League of American Writers, National Negro Congress, Hollywood 

Anti-Nazi~League, Hollywood League for Democratic Action, Motion Picture Demo- 
cratic Committee, American Civil Liberties Union, International Labor Defense, 
and many others. (The first official act of Governor EARL 'BARREN was the re- 
moval of CARET McWILLIAMS from office.) 


The same source further stated that JACK U, YEATHEHWAX 
spoke at a meeting sponsored by the M.P.W.I.U. at the Vine Street Sehool. 
Hie subject was the "Breakdown cf Capitalism and the Need for A Workers 
Government". Source stated that WSATHEffl'iAi has been exposed by the JACK\ 
TENNEY Legislative Investigating Committee of the California State Legisl*- 
->*._ture, as a masher of the District Committee of the Communist Party in Cali- 
fornia* ' 


Source further stated that in the spring of 1935 orders 
came down from the Central Committee of the Communist Party of tha U.S.A. 
that an independent unions should be "liquidated" and that tha Coam un lets 
and their influence should be tranaf erred over into the established A.F. of 
L. unions and where there were no A.F. of L. unions already established, it 
should be the duty of all Comaunists to organize such workers under the A.F, 
of L.^\(UC} 
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Immediately upon receipt of these instructions the 
munist leadership of the li.P.W.I.U. went over into the various A.F. of L. 
locals in Hollywood and began to work in those unions* (It should be under- 
stood that at the tine that the H.P.W.I.U. was organised there were a great 
many legitimate local A.F. of L. unions covering a great part of the motion 
picture industry in Hollywood, but due to a disastrous strike called by the 
I.A.T.S.E. in 1933 these unions were deeerted by their membership and had be- 
come. mere shells.) 


EFFORTS OF C.I.O, TO INFILTRATE THE STUDIO UNIONS 

C Source 2-A has in fo roe dj Agent that at the time of the 
.P.W.I.U. in February ,^936, there had already started 
a split in the A.F. of L. JOHN L. LEWIS, who at that time was preaching the 
dictrine of industrial unionism, had already early in 1936 split away from 
the A.F. of L. and formed the Comittee for Industrial Organization. The 
theory of industrial unionism is basic in the Communist program and its sym- 
pathies were for the C.I.O. in preference to the craft unionism of the A.F* 
of L. Source stated that at that time the Communists had already deserted 
the M.P.77.I.U. and used their influence to re-build the already existing A. 
F. of L. craft unions in Hollywood* They found themselves building up those 
craft unions when secretly they were in favor of the C.I.O., therefore the 
only way out of this anomalous position was to take over the craft unions of 
Hollywood as a booy, if possible, and affiliate them with the C.I.O 


The same source further stated that although there are 
many other unions in the studios, the I.A.T.S.E. group is dominant. This 
alliance by no means has the majority of workers under its Jurisdiction, 
but it does have Jurisdiction over the "key" crafts, cameramen, laboratory 
workers, sound men, the majority of electricians, grips, property men, pro- 
jectors, prop makers, etc. He stated that in addition to this it has juris- 
diction over the projectors in the motion pictures everywhere and it is this 
, v latter fact that makes this alliance the strongest union structure in the in- 
"'^dustry. ■ - 

\ 

Source stated that the I.A.T.S.E., being the strongest 
unit in the industry, the Communists began their attacks upon this group. 
They reasoned that if they could capture the I.A.T.S.E. the rest would be 
easy.^fl^) 


Source further stated that in the fall of 1937 HARE? 
BRIDGES, regional director of the C.I.O., on the West Coast, appointed 
RUDOLPH KOHL, a member of the Communist Party in Hollywood, as regional 
director for the Hollywood Section. At the time he was appointed KOHL 
was a member and had at one time been the business representative of Local 
644, Studio Painters, A.F. of L* This local was not a uhit/in the I.A.T.S. 


El 
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KOHL'S duties were to direct the campaign to take over the I.A.T.S.E. into 
the C.I.O. KOHL at the time was a member of the A.F. of L. uniony^V^ 


/ 


CfttnJTTTEE OF MO TIOH PICTURE ARTS AND CRAFTS 

""" ^ 

- Source 2-B has stated that about December, 1937 another 

organisation, the Committee of Motion Picture Arts and Crafts (C.O.M.P.A.C.) 
was set up in the motion picture industry which was conceived and dominated 
in the usual Communist Party manner. The purpose of this organisation was to 
draw the workers of every type and kind in the studios, using the prevailing 
acute unemployment problem as a base. Although its activities were presum- 
ably directed towards solving the unemployment problem by means of division 
of work and the creation of Jobs and other means, in reality it was a scheme 
to make contacts and propagandise workers along the lines of the Communist 
Party, and particularly to create sympathy for the C.I.0.^4 M) 

Source stated that at first meetings of the heads of this 
group outright opposition to the I.A.T.S.E. was expressed and plans were de- 
vised to weaken the influence of the I.A.T.S.E. This organization was work- 
ing in conjunction with the attempt of the C .1.0. to enter Hollywood* 

RUDOLPH KOHL, the appointee of HARRY BRIDGES heretofore mentioned, was leader 
in ail of its activities* JEFF KIBHS, a well known Communist leader mentioned 
in connection with this same attempt, was also active. 


Source further stated that the controlling individuals 
in this organization wares 



JACK H0L3T, Chairman, a member of Painters Union #644* 

(He is now dead) 

CHARLOTTE DARLING was secretary. 

ED M. GILBERT, whose Communist Party connections and 
activities have been set out above* 

LIONEL STANDEE, who In 1934, introduced himself to the 
ll.P.W.I.U. as. a member of the Communist 
Party and idso was active in the Hollywood 
Anti-Nazi League, American League for Peace 
& Dmsocracy, and North American Aid to 
Spanish Democracy. 

GEORGE E. BODLE, fellow traveller who is a member of the 
National Lawyers Guild and* a follower of the_ 
Communist Party line, (at present Assistanw 
Director of the Man Power Commission on the 
Pacif ic Coast) . . 

LILLIAN HELLUAN, member of the League, o£- American Writers, 
American Peace Mobilization who sent the call 
of the Fourth Writers Congress of the League 
of American Writers and a fanatical follower 
- - of th e C.P* l^ne 
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HSB5HT BIBEBUAHf National Vic e-Pre*i dent of tho American Peace 
Mobilisation and director of tho Southern California American 
Peace Mobilisation) member of the Hollywood Anti-Nad League, 
League for Peace and Democracy, Motion Picture Democratic Com- 
mittee who personally picketed the White House with the America 
Peace Mobilisation two days before HITLER attacked STALIN on 
June 22, 1941* BEBERHAN is a seder of the League of America* 
Writers and has appeared on a Tory largo number of progress. 

Hs has followed the Camaunirt Party line unhesitatingly. 

IHBIN P. HENTSCHEL, doss record appears supra. 

HERBERT K. SORRELL, business representative of the Studio Painters 
Union No. 644, President of the Conference of Studio Guilds, ex- 
President of the California State Non-Partisan League, e nenber 
of the Communist Party as exemplified by Communist Party Member- 
ship Book for 193B No. 60622, which gives hie Communist Party 
name as K5KR5RT STEWART, and the minutes of the Section Committee j 
also the minutes of the Section Committee of the Communist Party 
for 193d show that he was a member of the Communist Party in 193d. 

Professor HOXIAN T. BYI33 of Los Angeles City College, and a member 
of the Hollywood Anti-Hazi League. BIRNE conducted the Hollywood 
Peace Forum, the organization which took the place of the Holly- 
- wood Anti-Nazi League. Source stated that BYRNE also spoke before 

many forums, churches, schools, and dubs which follow the Com- 
munist Party line and his meetings were always advertised in the 
"Hew Masses" and over a period of eight or ten weeks in 1939 end 
1940. 

Source further stated that the C.0.JI.P.A.C. remained in 
existence only eight or nine months, during which time it acted as a trans- 
mission belt for the Coranunist Party, drawing studio workers into such poli- 
tical setups as the !■ lotion Picture Democratic Committee, American League for 
Peace and Democracy, Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, and the laying of the founda- 
tion for the organisation which was to take its place, the United Studio Tech- 
nicians Guild (U.S.T.G.). 

Source further stated that the C.O.K.P.A.C. died a natural 
death about Septober 1, 1938. 






THIRTY-FOURTH OQNTBiTIOW OF THE I.A.T.S.E., CI£YSLAIC. OHIO 

JUNE 6 to 9. 1938 


i 

^ So ure« 2-C stated that RUDOLPH KOHL, who had bean 

appointed regional director of the C.I*0. lor Hollywod by HARRY BRIDGES* 
failed in his efforts to handle the situation favorable to the Communist 
Party. Source stated that KOHL made no progress toward winning the studlm 
workers over to the C.I.O.; that a few Booths before the C'.O.H.P.i.C. went . 
out of existence JETT KIBRE appeared on the scene. During that tine KIBKB 
became a uSber of the I.A.T.SJS. and worked about one month in the Property 
Department. He stated that KIBRE began to take part in union activities and 
made speeches to ths various unions and within about thirty days he emerged 
as the adviser to the executive board of Local Ho. 37, I.A.T.S.E., which 
local had a membership of approximately 3500 . 

KIBRE alao became the leader and director of what was called 
j "The I.A.T.S.2. Progressive#". Source stated that the tem "Progressive#" 

/ ia one that is used by Coranunists when working in trade unions to conceal 
their real affiliations. KIBRE then used his influence, with the support 
\ of other Communists, to work in the international convention of the I.A.T.S.2. 

J held In Louisville, Kentucky from June 3 to 6, 1940. Photographic copies of 
| letters which appeared in the record of the convention proceedings is attached 
I hereto us Exhibit Mo. 1. These letters show the Communist activity directed 
j by KIBRE. This exhibit also shows the connection with and instructions from 
~ ROY HUDSON, a member of the Central Executive Committee of the Communist Party, 
U.S.A., and directing head for all trade union mrk of the Communist Party in 
the United States. (See Exhibit No. 1 4 Page 8). 

Source stated that further evidence of KIBRE 'S connec- 
tions with the Central Conmlttee of the Conunist Party in New York is show 
in KIDRK’S letters to BOB HE'D (Exhibit 1, Page 3) in Tiiich HIBP.E solicited 
the advice of JACK SATCHEL, a member of the Central Camittee of the Commun- 
ist Party, U.S.A* 


Source stated that furthsr connections of EIBflS with the 
District Conmlttee No. 13 of the Communist Party is shown in a copy of a let- 
ter to YJALTER IANTER, State Trade Union Director of the Communist Party for 
California. (Exhibit Ho. 1, Page 9). 

Further connections of KIBRE with the Communist Party 
are shown in the copy of his letter to LOUIS G0LD r 'LATT, a member of the Dis- 
trict Committee of the Communist Party and State Secretary of the C.I.O. at 
San Francisco- at that tlmm. (Exhibit No.-l, pages 4 and 5) 
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Further connections of KIBHE with Co—iirtit Part/ func- 
* tiunaries are shorn in a letter from MAC TfEISS, Acting State Assistant Secre- 
7 tar/ of the Coanunlst Part/ in Ohio to ROT HUDSON, above mentioned. (Exhibit 
% No. 1, pages 7 and 8) 

Further evidence of such connections of KIBH3 with the 
Coaoumiat Part/, U.S.A. is shown in the affidavit of EZRA P. CHASE, a member 
.. of the Ccssaunist Part/ in Los Angeles at that tine who stated under oath that , 
"JEFF KTB BB has been for some /ears past a maaber of the Coomuniet Part/ • • • 
w and was assigned to "special" work in the studio unions. More apedfically, 
the I.A.T.S.5. Local No. 37 and to the organising of special studio units of 
the Communist Part/ of the U.S.A." (Exhibit No. 1, Page 12) 

t 

Source 2-C further stated that due to the exposure of the ( 
activities of KIBRE and IE'.TJ P. tf UTSCHEL at the Cleveland Convention in 1938, 
whan their connections with HARRY BRIDGES were exposed (Exhibit No. 2, Pages 
7, 8 and 9) their efforts failed and as a result of this failure the interna- 
tional officers of the I.A.T.S.E., GEORGE E. BROWS, President, and TJILLIAU 
B10FF, BROWS'S West Coast representative, retained control of the Hollywood . 
locals of the I.A.T.S.E. This control exercised by BROWS and BIOFF over the 
I.A.T.S.E. locals had beun established on January 2, 1936 when a dosed shop 
agreement and full recognition of the I.A.T.S.E. was antored into by the no- 
tion Picture Producers Association and I.A.T.S.E., which agreement is still 
in affect. 

** 

At this Juncture it must be stated that BR07JNE and BIOFF 
have been convicted on a charge of extortion at New York City in Federal Court ' 
in which the charges alleged that they had obtained several hundred thousand 
dollars from the motion picture producers under threats of calling strikes, 
and are now serving long sentences in Federal prison, and other charges are 
still pending against then. 

The I.A.T.S.E. as the bargaining agency for its members ^ 

and the Motion Picture Producers Association maintain the srae relations as 
were set up in 1936. 


I.A.T.S.E. IQCAIS KOW IN HOLLYYAXH) 

Source 2-D has informed Agent that Lmediately following 
th# victory of the I.A.T.S.E. in the September 20, 1939 election. Local No. 
37 was broken up into seven separate locals and Local 37 went out of exis- 
tence. 
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Source has further atatsd that tbs seven locals which 
wars formed from the former mastership of local 37 a re tbs following* giving 
the approximate membership! 

Ho. 1* Affiliated Property Machinists No* 44) membership 1*500* 

Ho. 2* Motion Picture Studio Grips Ho. 80) membership 1*700* 

Ho* 3* Studio Set Electricians 728; membership 1*100* . ' 

Ho* 4* Studio Projectionists Ho* 165) membership 500* 

Ho. 5. Studio Laborers and Utility flbrkerc Ho. 727; membership 1*000. 
No. 6* Make up Artists No. 706; membership 1*000. 

No. 7* Motion Picture Costumers No. 705) membership 1200* 

Source further stated that separate and distinct from Local 
No. 37 there are the following three I.A.T.S.E. locals which had been automous 
since their formation in 1929 and 1930 and were never at any time a part of 
Local No. 37* which was the first I.A.T.S.E. local in Hollywood* going back to 
about 1912* They are the following! 


Ho. 1. International Photographers Local 659) 650 members. 

No. 2. Sound Technicians Local Ko. 695} 1*000 members. 

Ho. 2* Laboratory Technicians local No. 683; 1,350 members. 

Source further 3tated that after the breaking up of Local 
No. 37 I.A.T.S.E. into seven units and the failure of K1BRE and the Communists 
to capture these unions, they switched their tactics and began setting' up an 
.independent organization which was to be a bridge over which the studio work-* 
ers could cross into the C.1.0. The name of this organization was the UNITES 
STUDIO TECHNICIANS GUILD. (U.S.T.G.) 


UNITED STUDIO TECHNICIANS CUIID (U.S.T.C.) 

Source 2-E has stated that due to the failure of the Com- 
munists to gain control of the Hollywood locals of the I.A.T.S.E. by action 
of the National Convention at Cleveland* it became necessary to change tactics* 
Within sixty days after the Cleveland Convention* June 6-9* 1938* the Commun- 
ists began setting up an organization under the leadership of JEFF KIEHS which 
they called the United Studio Technician* Guild* Source stated that although 
JEEP KIBKE directed and practically controlled the U.S.T.G. he doniod member- 
ship in this organization and throughout the life of this gtoup he retained 
his membership in Local 37 of the I.A.T.S.E. 

Source further stated that the purpose of the U.S.T.G. was 
to take in all members of the I.A.T.S.E. locals in Hollywood and have the 
U.S.T.G. supplant the I.A.T.S.E.* the ultimate object being to affiliate the 
U.S.T.G. with the C.1.0. under HARRI BRIDGES. ource further stated that the 
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campaign began in September 1938* It had the support of all Communist influ- 
ence in Southern California. Source stated that the investigation of BROWNE 
and BIOFF and the ensuing publicity made it possible for the leaders of the 
U.S.T.G. and those who were sympathetic to meet the members of I.A.T.S.E. 
locals and point out to them that they were controlled by a "bunch of racke- 
teers and gangsters" and that the only way to get honest unionism was to Join 
the U.S.T.G. Source stated that the organization grew with amazing rapidity 
and.- within a period of nine months the membership had reached approximately 
2200. Aside from this there were thousands of others who were sympathetic 
but were not members of the I.A.T.S.E. He stated that at this particular 
time the U.S.T.G. was well on the way to taking over the Hollywood unions 
and would have succeeded had it not been that the I.A.T.S.E. had secured and 
made public the letters and communications which showed that the U.S.T.G. 
was a Communist directed movement, that KISRE was a member of the Communist 
Party, that he was the stooge of HARRY BRIDGES, and .that he was taking orders 
from the top structure of the Communist Party represented by ROY HUDSON of 
the Central Executive Committee of the Comaunist Party, U.S.A. (See exhibits 
No. 1 and 2 attached hereto.) 


Source stated that further evidence of Communist control 
of this group was in the activities of the following individuals who were men 
bers of the executive board of U.S.T.G. i 


SAM OOLDBLATT . Source 2-F stated that OOUDBLATT was a 
member of the Laboratory mrkers at Pox Studios and that he is a member of 
the Comm mist Party; that OOLDBLATT was formerly a member of the Young Com- 
munists League; that he made -a trip to the Soviet Union and worked there 
for about a year in motion pictures; that he is a close associate of NOH7AL 
CRUTCHER and works with CRUTCHER; that his father, BORIS OOLDBLATT, was in 
Russia with him; that his father was bom in Russia; further that his brother 
LOUIS GOIDELATT, the right hand man of HARRY BRIDGES, has a long Communist 
Party record under the name of TED MILLER and that LOUIS OOLDBLATT worked with 
, JEFF KIBRE in his efforts to capture the studio unions^s^(^ 

JOSEPH KRQNEbEHGKR r Source V 2-G has stated that KRONE- 
BERGER is a member of the Communist Party under the name of JERRI BROUN; 
that he was active in the Motion Picture Democratic Conmdttee. 'He mllMo 
active in the Laborers Non-Partisan League and Hollywood Anti-Nail League 
and other Communist front organizations^*^ 

JUNIUS NIELSON . Source 2-H has informed that he is well 
acquainted with NIELSON and that to his personal knowledge he knows that 
NELSON was charged with Communist activity in the A.F. of L. union and that 
he was expelled from Local No* 724 of the Studio Utility Workers on the charge 
that he was active in the Communist Party^8^\^^ 


.0 
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I5AD0R BBSBSCK . Source 2-1 hue at* ted th*t BESB5CK dm 
well known to him per ao nelly and that ho knows that BESSBCK was charged with 
Communist activity in Local No. 37 of the I.A.T.5.E. la the latter part of 
SeptMber, 1939 and that he w*a expelled from that union on that charge* 

J. H« Mac ISAACS . Source 2-J stated that to hia personal 
knowledge he la a member of Hollywood labor onions, that BacJSAACS was charged 
with Comuni s t activity before local No. 37 of the I.A.T.S.E. and that he waa 
expelled from that union In the latter part of September, 1939 on said charge. 

Source 2-K reported the following to the Ios Angeles Bu- 
reau Office: that the following parties were members of the executive commit- ( 
tee of the U.S.T.G. and so far as known were nut Cocmuniats although they were 
active followers of JEFF KIBRii of the Communist Party line. 


LOUIS KRIEGSK 
©ORE H. DAVIS 
CHARLES 0. GUTHRIE 
CHARLES. 7T.R0SS- 
HER1AN UPNET 

HQVJARD J. ROBERTSON, Chairman of USTG. 

Source further stated that about the first of August, 

- 1939 AIEX SAUNDERS, who had been the secretary of the U.S.T.G. from its in- 
ception, made affidavit relative to tha control of the U.S.T.G. by HAHRT - 
BRIDGES. Ibis affidavit was filed with the National Labor Relations Board ,*t 
of the Los Angeles section and has to do with the election that was held on f- . 
September 20, 1939 to determine the bargaining agency for the U.S.T.G. elec- 
tion. Source stated that it was shown that he was e Canadian and that he 
later returned to Canada and in June, 19^*0 he was reported as being in the 
Canadian Army. Source stated further that his picture appeared with HARRY 
SItIDGT: in some paper at the time. The paper is not known but it probably 
was the "People's ?forld*. 


EDVARD HEIN . Source 2-L has stated that HEIN was a mem- 
ber of Local 37 of the I.A.T.S.E. and that he succeeded SAUNDERS and was made 
"office manager". Source farther stated that HEIR remained in that position 
for a period of two weeks only, at idiich time he reeigned and made an affidavit, 
the meatier part of which is as follows: 


"During the two weeks I worked there I became convinced 
of the .fact that the U.S.T.G. was not a true democratic union organised 
by and for the best interests of its members, but on the contrary was 
dominated and controlled by CHARLES J. KATZ, an attorney, and JEFF 
both non-members of the U.S.T.G., and by SMI OOLDBLATT and a few pe^ v > , 
so nail y interested other parties whom I do not know." 
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Source stated that the above affidavit was signed August 
24, 1939 before MILTON TAYLOR, a notary public. 

Source further stated that HEIN testified before the 
TEJfNEY Investigating Committee that the office was deluged with Communist 
propaganda such as the "People's World* and Communist inspired leaflets* 

Source further stated that at a hearing of the JACK 
TENNEY Committee, HEIN testified that during his term as office manager of 
the U •S.T«G* the office was deluged with Communist pamphlets, leaflets, 
magazines and newspapers and in his opinion the organization was under the 
control of the Communists (The Communist connection of JEFF KIBRB has been 
set out above). 


Source stated with respect to CHARLES J. KATZ that he 
is one of the attorneys for the Communist Party and one of the attorneys for 
HARRY BRIDGES; that hs was formerly associated with LED GALLAGHER, leading 
Communist Party attorney; that KATZ is also a member of the National Lawyers 
Guild, the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, the League for Peace and Democracy, 
the Motion Picture Cooperative Buyers Guild, the North American Committee 
to Aid Spanish Democracy, the Motion Picture Democratic Committee, the Na- 
tional Federation for Constitutional Liberties, and others. Source further 
stated that the exposure of the above mentioned facts turned the tide away 
from Communist influence and the great majority of members of the U.S.T.G. 
recognized it as a Communist controlled union and would have nothing further 
to do with it. 


Source further stated that the U.S.T.G. before the com- 
munications above mentioned were published, feeling that the situation was 
well in hand had already called for a National Labor Relations Board elec- 
tion. He stated that the election was held on September 20, 1939 and un- 
doubtedly because of the exposure of Communist influence over the U.S.T.G. 
it lost the election by a two to one vote. He further stated that if the 
U.S.T.G. had been successful in this election it would have meant that 
eventually the C.I.O. would have gained” control of all of the labor unions 
iff Hollywood and of the entire motion picture and theatrical business be- 
cause he stated that the I.A.T.S.E. is the key union organization in this 
industry, that the I.A.T.S.E. is still an international group of unione 
within the A.F. of L. and has approximately 60,000 members in the United 
States and Canada. 


Source further stated that JEFF KIBHE, having been ex- 
posed a second time as working in the interests of the Communist Party, re- 
signed as adviser to the executive board of local No. 37, I.A.T.S.E. in 
Hollymod and left that field. He stated that the next that he heard of 
KIBHE that he was the organizer of the Fishermen's Union at San Pedro, Cali- 
fornia in June, 1941. He further stated that he is informed Jdiat KIBHILAttM 
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the present time ia the international, representative of the Fishermen's 
Union - C.I.O. on the Pacific Coast* 

Source further stated that the Communists, having failed 
to capture the Hollywood local of the I.A.T.S.E. by the device of setting up 
the U.S.T.G. as a separate union, they went back into their own various locals 
apparently as good monbers. He stated that there were a few expulsions by 
the. LA.T.S.E. of some of the leaders of. the U.S.T.G., but these were few* He 
stated that the great majority were taken back into the various unions and " -- 
that the past was forgotten* 


STUDIO PAINTERS LOCAL NO. 644 


dyth&t local 644 of the Studio 


£ Source 2-U has reported] 

Painters gained a foothold in the studios In the early twenties* Source 
stated that this union had a precarious existence from its inception until 
about 1933 when as a result of a strike in that year its membership followed 
the other studio workers in desertion of the A.F. of L* 


Source further stated that when the M.P.W.I.U* was formed 
in 1934, which organization as we have seen above was the first Communist con- 
trolled union in the studios, it laid the foundation for the Communist activity 
which followed* Source stated that the Painters came into the U.P.W.I.U. in 
large numbers; that RUDOLP W. KOHL who was not a member of the Communist Party 
at that time but who about six months latsr joined the Communist Party, had 
instituted a membership driva among the Painters and drew into the H.P.W.I.U. 
several hundred of the painters. Source further stated that while they were 
members of this union over a period of about a year, many of them became tho- 
roughly indoctrinated with Communist ideas* 


Source further stated that when the Ceramist Party line 
was changed in the spring of 193$ and the independent unions, of itoich the 
JI.P.V.I.U. was one, were to be liquidated, RUDOLPH W. KOHL left the M.P.W.I.U. 
~^ind influenced all painters to do likewise* 


Source stated that as a consequence of this order the 
painters went over into Local 644 almost in a body. He further stated that 
about this time the following incident occurred i KOHL recruited about 120 
members into the M.P.W.I.U. in a period of about ten days; that within one 
week after he had done this he received orders from GEORGS UAURER, in charge 
of the Labor Commission of the Communist Party in the Ins Angeles Section, 
that the Party line had been changed and informed them that he had been ad- 
vised that ha must not recruit any more members of M.P.W.I.U. but that he 
must go back into the A.F. of L. and build up that union* Source stated that 
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KOHL by this time having become a good Communist Party number, promptly obeyed; 
that he vent over to the Studio Painters Local No. 644, leaving the other 
painters behind In the M.P.W.I.U. Source stated that this caused a lot of 
confusion but eventually KOHL convinced them that hie leaving them temporarily 
was for the best interests of the workers and after a short period he succeeded 
in justifying his action by getting them over on his side again 

. „ _ Source stated that KOHL, who was recognized as a sort of 

leader among hie group, began actively working to build up Local 644; that 
he succeeded and shortly thereafter he waa elected Business Representative of 
that union and held the position for several years. Source further stated 
that du r in g this time due to KOHL* 5 influence this union became the leading 
Communist dominated group in the Hollywood studios. He further stated that 
it has continued to be controlled by the Communist elements up to the present 
time. Source further stated that KOHL continued to be the leader of this 
union until the painters strike in 1936 at which time HERBERT K. S0RR3II*by 
taking an extremely active part in the strike, emerged as the strong figure 
in that union. Source further stated that ia-193?'SOHRELL supplanted KOHL 
in the leadership of this union^S^\ 

Source stated that KOHL in the fall of 1937 was appointed 
by HAHHT BRIDGES as regional director for the C.I.O. in the Hollywood studios. 
He stated that his efforts in that capacity failed and the C.I.O. attempt 
failed so KOHL went back to work in the studios as a painter and KOHL was suc- 
ceeded by JEFF KEBRE and the U.S.T.G. in the next attempt of the Communist 
Party to take over as herefore re la ted 

HERBERT K» SORREIX 


Source 2-N has informed the Ins Angeles Bureau Office 
that SORRELL having supplanted KOHL as the leader of Painters 644 and as this 
union was spearhead of Communist penetration, having been developed out of 
^the M.P.W.I.U., he, SORRELL, became the' leader of the Communist factions in 
” v $he Hollywood unions x 

Source stated that while SORRELL was exercising this au- 
thority the Motion Picture Producers Association (U.P.P.A.) represented by 
their labor committee man, PAT CASET, saw in SORRELL and his leadership an 
opportunity to develop another labor structure within the A.F. of L. which 
would contest the power and authority of the I.A.T.S.E. as the I.A.T.S.E. was 
still under the same leadership of BROWNE and BIOFF. 


- 44 - 



( 




Source further stated that CASE! favored SORRELL in all 
negotiations regarding labor to such an extent that SORRELL could get a Inns t 
anything he wanted from the M.P.P.A. Source stated that in these negotia- 
tions SORRELL went outside the jurisdiction of his own union and managed to 
secure representations from other unions and secured with the help of CASE! 
wages and wortdlng conditions that the regular business representatives of 
those unions could not secure for themselves* 

Source stated that as a result of these favora at the 
hands of CASE? and the combined efforts of Communist sympathizers * SORRELL 
soon emerged as a leader of certain unions mentioned heretofore which leaned 
toward the Communist position* 


Source further stated that the build-up of SORRELL at 
one time reached the stage where CASE! proposed to E. J. MANNH, an executive 
of M.P.P.A. that SORRELL be set up as the labor czar in Hollywood to handle 
for the unions their affairs. Source stated that CASEY had made the 
statement that SORRELL "was easy to do business with and better results could 
be obtained under such an arrangement •" However this suggested arrangement 
was turned down by Mr. MANN II and IflUIS B. MAYER, executives of the M.P.P.A. 
This was in the spring of 1941. 


Source further stated that SORRELL was working at this 
time in conjunction with the Coeniunist Party is borne out by his testimony 
before the TENNEY investigating committee of the State Legislature in Los 
Angeles when SORRELL stated that JACK MOORS, Secretary of the Communist 
Party in Los Angelos County, was in the habit of calling upon him in the 
union office and giving him directions for his union activities. 

Source further stated that SORRELL having developed aa 
a leader of those locals which had strong Comaunist fractions in them, the 
next move was to set up an organization which would tie all of these locals 
into one body under the domination of SORRELL. In fall of 1941 the Confer- 
ence of Studio Unions was formed. » — — 


CONFERENCE OP STUDIO UNIONS 


Source 2-0 has stated that this so-called ^"Conference of 
Studio Unions" is a small, compact group of delegates or representatives of 
a bloc of labor unions in the Hollywood motion picture industry which has 
been taken over and is now under control of the Communist Party operating 
through its members In those unions which have captured key positions*)!^) 


In reality this "Conference of Studio Unions* is the. 
organization set up in the Hollywood studio labor groups 
trol and steering committee to coordinate and direct Cogpdpy^Tmso™ " 


C? 
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activities looking toward the taking over of all studio workers and their 
unions into the Communist Party orbit* It is the organization upon which 
the Coomunist Party relies for eventual complete domination of motion pic- 
ture wjrkers^J^ 


The unions which have already been taken over and which 
are_under Communist influence and which are represented by this conference 
are i 


(1) STUDIO PAINTER, LOCAL 644 of the International Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhnagers of America* 

(2) Laboratory Technicians, Local 683, of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees* 

(3) SCREEN OFFICE EMPLOYEES GUUD, an affiliate of Studio Painters, 
Local 644, above. 

(4) SCREEN CARTOONISTS GUILD, an affiliate of Studio Painters, Local 
644, above. 

(5) SCREEN SET DESIGNERS GUUD, an affiliate of Studio Painters, 
Local 644, above* 

(6) STUDIO MACHINISTS, LOCAL 1185 of tbs International Association 
of Machinists* 


All of the unions above named are affiliated through 
their international and national bodies with the American Federation of 
Labor* Each affiliated union must pay a per capita tax of five cents* 


thousand (8000)* 


The membership of above groups is approximately eight 


The Conference of Studio Unions was set up at a speci- 
ally called meeting of the Studio Painters Union on November 2, 1941* 


The organization is governed by a President, Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman and Secretary-Treasurer. Each union body affiliated is repre- 
sented by not more than three delegates, one of whom must bs the business 
representative , j 


Studio Unions. 
644. 


HERBERT K. SORRELL is president of the Conference of 
He is also business representative of Studio Painters, Local 
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NOKVAL D. CRUTCHER, is Chairman. He is also Secretary- 
Treasurer of Laboratory Technicians, Local 683* 

D. T. WAINS is Vice-Chairman. He is also business repre- 
sentative of Studio Machinists, local 1185. 

' BnSSBII. L. MCKNIGHT is Secretary-Treasurer. He is also 

President of Laboratory Technicians, Local 683 and Editor of "FLASHES*, the' ' 
official publication of Local 683* 


ence ares 


Other delegates or representatives can posing the Canfer- 


JOHH R. MARTIN, business representative of Laboratory Technicians, 
Local 683. 


( 


GLENN PRATT, business representative of Screen Office Employees 
Guild. 


WILLIAM PGMERANCB, business representative of Screen Cartoonists 
Guild. 

ED MUSSA, business representative of Screen Set Designers' Guild. 

.BERNARD LUSHER, Secretary Screen Office Employees Guild. 

' BLANCHE COLE, Screen Office Bnployees Guild. 

DAVE HHBEH 1AN. Vice-President Screen Cartoonists Guild. 

ED M. GEtiJEI.T, Screen Set Designers Guild. 

CARL HEAD, Studio Painters, Local 64A. 

WILLIAM BAIL, Studio Painters, Local 6 44. 

JOSEPH STERNAD, President Screen Set Designers Guild. 

SDRGE E. BODLE, was, up to a few weeks ago, the attorney for the 
organization. (He has been appointed to the War 
Manpower Conmisaion for this district). 

LOUIS R. STEIN, has taken the place of B00X£ as attorney for the 
conference. 

(While the stated object of this "conference* is *To 
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Individual autonomy of the crafts," the real purpose la to act as a closely 
knit governing body secretly coordinating the activities of the member unions 
with the "party line" of the Communist Party. K> 

The group acts. In reality, as a "top fraction" of the 
Communist Party to interpret the line and guide all activities in the direc- 
tion of the political position of that party<(^ 

The actions, resolutions and recommendations of the or- 
ganization coincide with the line of the Communist Party in detail. 

It has passed resolutions and sent copies to the Presi- 
dent of the United States demanding a second front at once. 

It has passed resolutions demanding the immediate inde- 
pendence of India. 


It has passed resolutions protesting the deportation of 
HARRY BRIDGES, and has sponsored and circulated pamphlets to this effect. 

It has passed resoluations, and put out to the public, 
pamphlets on the negro question identical with the present program of the 
Communist Party on that issue. 

It is an integral part of Labor's Unity for Victory Com- 
mittee, a Communist inspired group. 

It is affiliated with, and has supported financially, 
the United Citizens for Victory Comnittee, also a Communist inspired group. 

It is a sponsor for the War Symphony Committee, a recent 
Communist front organization in Southern California. 

It passed resolutidhs demanding the release of EARL 
'BROWDER when he was imprisoned in Atlanta prison^ 


It sponsored the "Open Letter to the American People", 
written by DALTON TRUMBO. 

This conference and the group of unions it represents 
are recognized by the responsible A.F. of L. leaders In Hollywood as consti- 
tuting the Communist "Bloc", and as the wedge being driven by the Communist 
Party into all labor organizations in the motion picture industry with the 
ultimate objective of taking over control of all workers in the in^tmtfrafir?] 


- 4d - 


u 





o 


( 



HERBERT K. SORRELL, the president of the organization, 
and. virtual dictator of the group, is a Communist of long standing, and a 
member of the Party. At a meeting of the THKNET Committee of the State of 
California investigating subversive activities, his connections with the 
party were proven. 'Then shown documentary proof of his attendance at a con- 
vention of the Los Angeles section of the Communist Party, he adoitted that 
he had attended, but stated that "he did not know it was a Communist conven- 
tion." - 


At the same inquiry he adnitted his connections with 
JACK HOC RE, the local Secretary of the Communist Party at that time* 

SORRELL is business representative of Studio Painters, 
local 644. This union is one of the first organizations in the labor field 
in Hollywood to go over to Communist control. The control of this union 
since 193$ has been by manbers who were active in the Motion Picture Workers 
Industrial Union in 1934. This latter group was completely Communist domina- 
ted. Its attempt to take over the Hollywood studio workers failed. 

NQRVAL D. CRUTCHER, the Secretary of Laboratory Techni- 
cians, Local 683 is a Communist Party member, and has been active in Com- 
munist circles since 1934* 

D. T. 7/AYNE, businese representative of the Studio Ma- 
chinists is a close fellow traveller of the Communist Party line and a 
satellite of SORRELL. This union is virtually an outgrowth of the Motion 
Picture Workere Industrial Union. 

RUSSELL L. MCKNIGHT, Secretary-Treasurer of the confer- 
ence, is president of Laboratory Technicians, Local 6S3> and the Editor of 
"FLASHES", the official publication of that union. This publication follows 
the Communist Party line; was isolationist before Russia waa attacked, and 
violently patriotic immediately after. It quotes extensively from "IN FACT", 
Communist publication, and the magazine "FRIDAI" (now defunct). It has 
Reprinted articles from many other Commilhist publications; has run articles 
by known Communists and fellow travellers such as LAL SINGH . CARET MCWILLIAMS, 
SAM KALISH, DR. HERBERT B. ALEXANDER, (BORIS SELDSS, SAM GOLDBLATT, and 
others. 


Other delegates making up the conference who are commun- 
ists and fellow travellers are: 


JOHN R. MARTIN, business representative 
Local 683. 


of laboratory* Technicians,^ ^ 
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GLENN PRATT, business representative of tha Screen Office Employe 1 
Guild. 

BERNARD LUSHER, Secretary Screen Office Employees Guild. 

WTT.T.TA U POMERANCE, business representative of Screen Cartoonist* 
Guild, and ex-field representative of the local Labor 
Relations Board. 

DATE HILBEHMAN, Vice-President of Screen Cartoonists. Guild. 

£3) M. GILBERT, a member of the Communist Party of long standing. 

ED JJUSSA, business representative of the Screen Set Designers 
Guild* 


GEORGE E. BO DIE, the attorney for the conference has been Involved 
in Communist activities for years. His position is veil known. 


While the Conference of Studio Unions ostensibly operates 
in the union field, it is part of an interlocking combination of all Connun- 
ist front organizations in Hollywood, of which there are some thirty or more. 


union field and act 
Studio Unions. 


Its specific duties are, however, to work in the trade 
as a liaison between tha Communist Party and Hollywood 

r 

[Source 2-0 has stated) that the local union from which 
all of this activity originally started was Studio Painters Local No. 644, 
the history of which has heretofore been given. As stated it received its 
impetus for Communist activity from tha U.P.W.I.U. 


^Source 2-0 has stated 
this conference are the following! 




other unions forming 


f wj 


Cl/ 


LABORATORY TECHNICIANS #683 . /source 2-P has stated 
that this union is a local and a part of the I.A.fls.E., that it was ojw 
ganized and granted a charter by the I.A.T.S.E. in 1929. He further stated 
that it has functioned as a regular and conservative local until 1941* that 
its membership is composed of workers who develop and process tha film for 
motion pictures. He further stated that the department over which this 
local union has jurisdiction and control of ths workers is one bottleneck 
which could disrupt the entire industry under a given set of conditions. 

Re stated that the tremendous expense of producing a picture is finally re- 
duced to an image on a narrow strip of film 33 am in width. He stated that 
this narrow strip of film, which represents the entire efforts of the indus- 
try, must be processed, much of it in a dark room in this department ^ 
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this department the product then spreads out famdse throughout the world* 


Source stated that it has always been the contention of 
the Communists that if they could succeed in getting control of the workers 
in this department the industry would be at their mercy* Source stated that 
the Communists and fellow travellers working in this union since 1936 utili- 
zing their usual tactics of slander, false rumors and finally accusations 
that the regularly elected officers were secretly conniving with BH07JNE and 
BIOFF," they finally succeeded in 1941 in Causing anti -Communist officers of 
the union to resign in disgust and the Communist element in the union took 
over control which they now exercise* He further stated that this union has 
followed the Communist Party line from isolation to the present war; has 
passed all resolutions identical with those of the Communist program and is 
affiliated with Hollywood Writers Mobilization for Defense, Labor's Unity 
for Victory Committee and has issued pamphlets protesting the proceedings of 
deportation of HARHT BRIDGES; resolutions advocating a second front has been 
adopted; the independence of India has been urged and resolutions on the 
negro question ; was sponsor for the War Symphony Committee; mrks in connec- 
tion with the League of American Writers, and supports every phase of Cotwaun- 
ist front activitj^S^y^ 

Source further stated that the officers of this union, 
#683, I.A.T.S.E. , are the following! 

RUSSELL L. McKNIGHT, President. He is editor of 

"Flashes", the official paper of the union. 

MELVIN G. YOUNG - Vice-President. 




PAUL JAFFE - Recording Secretary. 

NOKVAL CRUTCHES - Secretary-Treasurer. 
JCIJL R. MARTIN - Business Representative* 
CHARLES GREENBERG - Sergeant-at-arms • 


RALPH BLANCHARD - Member of the Executive Board. 


FRANK REGAL - Member of the Executive Board. 


ARTHUR LEVMHAGEN - Member of the Executive Board. 


DOROTHY ALEXANDER - Member of the Executive Board. 
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GEORGS SHAW - Member of the Executive Board* 





THEODORS FOGEULAN - Honber of the Executive Board* 
SAMUEL HORN - Headier of the Executive Board* 


Source 2-P has stated that everyone of the persons named 
above* with the exception of CHARLES GREENBERG* is either a Communist Party 
member of a fellow traveller* They all follow the same line in its devious 
.changes. Source further stated that previous to this time this union an- 
nounced in its official publication* "Flashes", that the war was one of im- 
perialism, made no appeals for national defense* ridiculed the passage of 
the Selective Service Act* and supported the general isolationist policy of 
the Communist Party at that tima*(\^y^ 
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quote from such Communist publications as "In Fact" and "Friday", ana re- 
prints in substance articles appearing in the "People's World"* the official 
publication of the Communist Party on the Pacific coaat* Source further 
stated that it has invited to' speak before ita membership such well known 
Communist Party amabers and fellow travellers as: 


CARET MCWILLIAMS 
SAM KALISH 

DR. HEBERT B. ALEXANDER 
DALTON TKUMBO 


Source further stated that since HITLER'S attack on 
STALIN this union has completely reversed its political viewpoint and la 
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demanding a second front* independence for India* protested the deporta- 
tion of HARRY BRIDGES* and issued pamphlets to that effect* and follows 
implicitly every detail of the Communist Party demands* 


SCREEN OFFICE EMPLOYEES GUIL D 

£&ource 2-^3 has state^ mat \ti 
pendent group in aboutl93?. I 


___ \this union was originally or- 
ganized as an independent group in abou€ _ 1937. He stated that after being 
in existence some three or four years it came under the influence of HERBERT 
K. SORRELL and the Communist elements within it and in 1941 it was issued a 
charter by Local 644 * A.F. of L* Studio Painters* and is now affiliated 


through Local 644 with the International Brotherhood of Painters* Paperhangen 


and Decorators 
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(Source further stated that this union has jurisdiction 
over al 3 clerical workers and secretaries in the Hollywood studios, although 
the A.F» of L. has a regular established office workers union in the U»9 
Angeles area where these workers rightfully belong* This group has affili- 
ated itself with the International Painters organization* The reason fbr 
this odd combination is the preference for the Communist leadership of SOR- 
RELL over affiliation with regular A.F. of L. Office Workers Union* ] 

^Source 2-Q has stated^that t) 

of this union: 


the following are the officers 


MARGARET B3INET - President 
BLANCHE COLE - Recording Secretary 
BERNARD LUSHER - Financial Secretary 
CLAIRE HARGAN - Treasurer 
JACK REID - Warden " .. 

BARBARA ALEXANDER - Conductor 
GLEUN PRATT - Business Representative 

Source further stated that the officers named constitute 
the executive board* He further stated that the officers of this union and 
the union as a body follows the Communist Party line and in so doing has 
passed the same resolutions and engaged in the same activities mentioned 
above, regarding Local 663* Source further stated that CEL22JN PRATT, the bus- 
iness agent of this union, has recently entered the Officers Training School 
of the Amy and ED U. GILBERT of the Screen Set Designers Union has been 
elected to take PRATT'S place as the^ business agent of this union* GILBERT 
is a member of the Coamurdst Party. “ 




fa buslni 

r.& fk 


852 


SCREEN CARTOONISTS GUILD LOCAL NO. 

T 

[Source 2-R has informed^ that this guild has Jurisdic- 
tion over cartoonists, sketch artists, ana animators engaged in making ,ani^) 
mated cartoons in the motion picture industry* ^Source 2-R has statecpthat^ 
this guild was organized about 1939 originally as an independent group. He 
further stated that in 1941 the guild succumbed to the influence of SORRELL 
and was issued a charter by Local 644, Studio Painters, and therefore is now 
affiliated with the International Association of Painters, Paperhangera and 
Decorators of America* 
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Source stated that this affiliation of the cartoonists 
with the painters and paper hangers was brought about by the help which SORRELL 
rendered to this guild in getting better working conditions and wages and 
which help was made possible by the favoriteiam shown SORRELL by PAT CASET. 
was an important factor in winning the confidence of this guild by SORRELL* 


Source further stated that this same process was employed 
by SORRELL in all the other unions and guilds which were mashers of the Con-., 
ference of Studio Unions* 


following! 


[Source 2-R statedj^at the officers of this guild are the 


JACK ZANDER - President 

DAVE HILBERJIAN - Vice-President 

ERIC LARSEN - Treasurer 

PEPS RUIZ - Financial Secretary 

AL ARUATUZIO - Warden 

A. C. CAMER - Conductor 

WILLIAM POME RANGE - Busipeqa representative 

[Source 2-R has stated'Jthat the officers of this guild 
and the guild as a body follows the Communist Party line and in so doing hue 
passed the sane resolutions and engaged in the same activity mentioned above 
regarding Local 683* 


SCREEN SET DESIGNERS GU3H) . .. 

'* • r ' 4V(^ 

[Source 2-8 has statedjthat 'this guild has jurisdiction 
over set designers, draftsmen, and illustrators, that the workers composing 
these crafts over a period of years have had various organisations, none of 
which were successful* Source stated that at one time they were classed as 
scenic artists and fonned a union on that basis but it soon went out of e&» 

1 stance* Source further stated that further attempts were made which like- 
wise failed* He also stated that it was not until 1939 that they formed a 
stable organization* Source further stated that in the fail of 1941 this or- 
ganization affiliated with Painters Union Local No* 644, thus coining under C~\ 
the influence of HERBERT K. SORRELL and this Painters Union No. 644 which \f)cs 
had been dominated by Conmunlst influence since 1935 as h£a 'hereto fore been 
shown* t 
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Source further stated that the membership of this guild 
is limited, being only approximately 300 mothers* He stated that as a con- 
sequence this guild does not hare the usual number of paid officials* He 
stated that the business of this guild is transacted at the office of its 
attorney, GEORGE E. BODLE, 608 South Hill Street, downtown Los Angeles; how- 
ever since BODLE has bean appointed as Assistant Director of the War Manpower 
Commission on the Pacific coast in charge of Southern California district, 
this guild is now located at 9441 Wilshira Boulevard, Beverly Hills, tele- 
phone CRestvisw 1-4051* 

^Source 2-3 has state^^lat^ the present officials of this 
organisation are the following! y 

JOSEPH STERNAL - President 

ED MUSSA - Business representative 

t.t^t.TR THOMAS - Executive board member 

LEW GOUID - Executive board member 

ART LQNERGAN - Executive board member 

FRITZ WI LLIS - Executive board member 


ED If. GILBERT - Executive board member 

Source further stated that the officers and executive 
board members above named handle all of the affairs of this guild and the 
general membership does not even have a vote in the affairs of the guild* 


Source further stated that the officers of this guild 
and the guild as a whole follow the Coamunist Party line and in so doing 
- 'v^tvave passed the same resolutions and' engaged in the same activities men- 
tioned above regarding Local 683* 4 


of 

Source 2-S has stated that/ the officers named H) M, 
GILBERT is known to be a member of the Communist Party and has been to the 
knowledge of source a member of the party since 1933* Source has stated 
that in 1934 and 1935 GILBERT was a member of the executive board of the 
MPVflU mentioned above. He further stated that in 1935 GILBERT was made 
chairman of the top fraction of the Communist Party in the Hollywood studio 
units, being appointed to that position by GEORGE MAURER who was in charge 
of the Labor Commission of the Communist Party of southern California^! 
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STUDIO MACHINISTS LOCAL UP. 1185 fS.M.L.) 


CSource 2-T has inforaed^that tl 


the Studio Machinists Local 

No. 1185 is* as are all of the other locals' that make up the Conference of 
Studio Unions, a unit of the international group affiliated with A.F. of L« 
He further stated that this local is one of the unions of the International 
Association of Machinists* 


sd that wo 


^Source 2-T has further statedjifiat workers who belong 
to this union are tughly skilled mechanics engaged mostly in building and 
servicing notion picture cameras and other high precision work of like char- 
acter. 


Source further stated that this union came into exist- 
ence ae an outgrowth of the M.P.W.I.U. heretofore mentioned; that in 1934 
and 1935 the majority of the machinists in the Hollywood studios were mem- 
bers of this Communist dominated M.P.W.I.U. Source has stated that it had 
taken in the entire crew of machinists then engaged in the experimental 
plant of Technicolor Corporation; that it had also taken in ell of those 
workers employed in the Mitchell Camera Company, the largest manufacturer 
of notion picture cameras in the United States. Source has further stated 
that while this plant was not a part of the motion picture studies proper, 
its products were used solely in the production of motion pictures. He has 
further stated that this union also had taken into its ranks a large per- 
centage of skilled mechanics in the studios proper. 




Source -further stated that the Comuniat program and 
party line at that time was accepted by the machinists members of that un- 
ion almost wholeheartedly. He further stated that the leaders of this 
group and the individual to whoa the machinists group within the union 
looked to for leadership was WILFRED IT. LYON, who i« referred to above ae 
President of the M.P.W.I.U. and who later made a trip to Soviet Russia to 
work in the motion picture industry there and who was selected by the deie- 
gatee from the Soviet Union in 1936 to go to Russia for that purpose* 


Source further stated that when the Ccvnunist Party 
line changed in the fall of 1935 and all Communists were instructed to join 
the A.F. of L. unions, this group of machinists left the U.P.17.I.U. and 
applied for a charter from the International Association of Machinists, an 
international affiliated with the A.F. of L. Source stated that a charter 
was granted and about 1937 this local No. 1185 was created in Hollywood. 

{Source 2-T further stated 't&lt^the union followed the 
usual procedure of new unions in building up its membership; that at the 
same time Communist Influence was at work in the union and by the summer 
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of 1941 this union under the leadership of Its business representative, D. T. 
WADIS, had gone over officially into the group called the Conference of 
Studio Unions, dominated as above stated by HERBERT K. SORRELL* Source fur- 
ther stated that the original meeting called to set up the Conference of 
Studio Unions was authorized officially by this Local 1185 and Local 644 of 
the Studio Painters. He further stated that at this meeting SORRELL and 
D. T. WAYNE represented their respective unions as the original base for 
this conference* 


Source further stated that this union No* 1185 is repr*» 
sented in all of its transactions by this business representative, D. T. 

WAYNE. No other officer appears in any negotiations for the union or appar- 
ently take part in any of its political activity* He stated that T/AYNE is 
the Vice-President of the Conference of Studio Unions* 

- r JCS I'M 

^Source 2-T statedjthat this union acting through its 
spokesman, D. T. WAYNE, has affiliated with the same organizations and pursued 
the identical line as has local 644 Studio Painters. He has stated that Mr* 
WAYNE is come lately under the domination of HERBERT K, SORRELL* 

- 

{Source 2-T has further statedjthat this union has fol- 
lowed the same procedure as to resolutions and protests as has Local 683 
Laboratory Technicians mentioned above* He has stated the union follows 
the Communist Party line as an integral part of the Conference of Studio 
Unions. 


Source 2-T has stated that this Conference of Studio 
Unions is the group of A.F. of L* unions which has penetrated the Studio 
Union A.F, of L. structure and planted the Communist Party line by boring 
from within, which has been the tactics used for twenty years by the Com- 
munist Party and practiced in the earlier days by WILLIAM Z. FOSTER who 
from 1920 to 1928 was the secret agent of the Communist Party, U.S.A. in 
charge of organized labor activities, during which time he denied he was 
a Communist and posed as a legitimate. labor leader A/ (lO 

r ' - -XM v 

[Source 2-T has stated* that' it was not to be implied 
that this Conference of Studio unions controls the majority of A.F. of L* 
workers in the studios. There are many other A.F. of L. locals not Co»- 
munist controlled, but this snail group composing this Conference are 
more or lees key unions* He further stated that they have the backing of 
the entire Communist structure and the sympathy of the large number of 
fellow travellers in the cultural group, and due to this fact they possess 
strength out of all proportion to the number of locals and membership. 


tea that 


[source 2-T has further atatedTfhat the publication in 
which the affairs of this Conference of Studio Unions are handled is the 
monthly paper "Flashes", issued by Local 683 of the ^eohnldiane. 
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Source has also stated that this union uses the daily 
"Variety", a trade paper which is extremely partial to the activities of thia 
conference and to HERBERT K. SORRELL. This source further stated that RALPH 
RODDY, who is in charge of labor dues for "Variety", apparently is a fellow 
traveller and follows the party line. These newspapers will be treated under 
separate headings. 


HOTXYWOOO rcmo COUNCIL 

2-U has reported that the [guilds making up the 
Hollywood Guild Council are the bargaining agencies for what is known as 
"the cultural groups, writers, artiste, directors, readers and publicists." 
These guilds although not affiliated with A.F. of L. or any other labor 
group are the bargaining agencies for their members. It should be noted 
that as in the case of writers, directors and art directors, the matter of 
salaries is an Individual matter. Those guilds in their bargaining nego- 
tiations deal with such metiers as working conditions, screen credits, ete.'j 



TIP RES FDR THE FOHUATTDN OF THE HOLLYWOOD GUILD COUNCIL 


Source 2-U has further stated that after the defeat of 
the Communist controlled United Studio Technicians Guild (U.S.T.G.)/tne Na- 
tional Labor Relatione Boaro election held on September 20, 1939 as above re- 
lated, {the Communist elements not bsing able to function within the I.A.T.S.S. 
proceeoed to set up another organization outside the A.F. of L. As a base 
for their operations they created another organization "The Hollywood Guild 
Council". This council was composed of representatives or delegates from what 
is called "the cultural groups". They are the following£V/^>J 




Guild 

Approximate membership 

Screen Directors Guild 

in 1941 

350 

Screen Readers Guild 

250 

3ereen Publicists Guild 

200 

Screen Set Designers Guild 

350 

Screen Office Qaployeee Guild 

900 

Screen Cartoonists Guild 

Total 

-JS22 

4,000 

* ■ : y 

j 
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[source 2-0 further atated^that the Hollywood Guild Council 
was set up in the fall of 1939, shortly after the U.S.T.G. was dissolved; that 
when this guild council was organized the Screen Set Designers Guild, Screen 
Office Unployees Guild, and Screen Cartoonists Guild, were not affiliated with 
the A.F. of L* This affiliation was not made until the fall of 1941* The 
others never were affiliated with the A.F. of L. 


• - Source further stated that the [purpose of this Hollywood 

Guild Council was to afford a base of operations to carry on Cornu uni at propa- 
ganda and keep alive the attempt to penetrate the other unions* They attempted 
to draw Into the council many of the A.F. of L. locals but were not successful* 
The activities were confined to these various guilds which had always been more 
or less subject to Communist infiltration.]*^!^) 


Source further stated that {the leading group and the one 
which practically controlled the Hollywood Guild Council was the Screen Writers 
Guild. ] All of the activities of this council had their origin in the Screen 
Writers Guild* The officers and leading figures in the Screen Writers Guild 
are almost all members of the League of American Writers. This League of 
American Writers has been in control of the Screen Writers Guild for many years 
and has succeeded during that time in having its members placed in key posi- 
tions in this guild* 


The political viewpoint of the League of American Writers 
has dominated the Screen Writers Guild completely. The other guilds mentioned 
never played a great part in the Hollywood Guild Council for the reason that 
they were not so easily organized. To a large extent they lent their names 
and appointed delegates to the council. It might be said that they "trailed 


along. 


o' 


) 


_?ource 2-U further statedjthat the activities of the 
Hollywood Guild Council extended from the fall of 1939 to June 22, 1941, at 
which time HITLER invaded Russia, which automatically ended the HI TL5R-S T ALIN 
jg£ct. He stated that this period was one in which the line of the Communist 
Palfty was isolationist and anti-war and anti-prepAration for defense. He fur- 
ther stated that the Hollywood Guild Council during this period fell into Hn* 
with that position. However it accomplished very little, being overly consci- 
entious in its activities. 


Source further stated that immediately after the invasion 
of Russia this council had no further place as a propaganda group inasmuch as 
the majority of the representation of the guilds were writers, directors, art- 
ists, etc. They transferred their activities from a position of isolation to 
one of violent patriotism. He further stated that after the change in the Com- J 


vf\ 


muni s t Party line caused by the invasion of Russia was made cie^r, whi ch. Ae efcffVfl' 
approximately three to four weeks, the directing heads of trie &i±ld Wj^feLnia! ' 
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began an intensive campaign in support of the war. They transferred their 
activities to other fields, the principal one of which became the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization for Defense. 

Source further stated that the Hollywood Guild Council 
did not go to other organizations as a body but the individual members went 
as individuals and joined and supported such organizations as the ’Writers 
Mobilization for Defense, The Citizens Unity for Victory Committee, Laborers 
Unity for Victory Committee, The Committee for the Care of Children in Wartime, 
the United Russian Relief, Committee for Medical Aid to Soviet Russia, American- 
Russian Council for Friendly Relations, The Hollywood Canteen, Victory Bond 
Drive, and many other forms of war activity. 

Source stated that as a result of this transfer of activi- 
ties to these other groups by the leaders of the council, it became inactive 
and at the present time it ramaine as a mere name only* 

Source further stated that so far as it has been possible 
to ascertain thenHollywood Guild Council did not make public the names of the 
indivicmals who were its leaders and directors. The council never took direct 
action as a body but it acted as a sort of steering committee or advisory 
club for the various guilds that made up the council^ source stated that the 
following persons were the most active in the affaire of the Hollywood Guild 
Council: 



SHERIDAN GIBNEI - President, Screen Writers Guild, 1941. 

1 / ROBERT ROSSEN - Secretary, Screen Writers Guild, 1941* 
►''LESTER COLS - Treasurer, Screen Writers Guild, 1941. 

MART McCALL, JR.- Member Screen Writers Guild, 1941. 

>/ JOHN HOWARD UW5QN-M«ber of Screen Writer* Guild, 1941* 
JEROME CHQDOHOV - Member of Screen Writers Guild, 1941* 
ALLEN SCOTT - Member of Screen Writers Guild, 

ED LI. GILBERT - President, Screen Set Designers Guild, 1941. 


, 19U. 
i, 1941* \QO 


GLEN PRATT - Business Representative, Screen Office 
Employees Guild, 1941* 
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DAVE HUBERUAN 

y FRANK TUTTIE 
% 

DON GORDON 


Vice-President, Screen Cartoonist* Guild) 
1942. 

Screen Directors Guild, 1941. 

'Screen Readers Guild, 1941. ~*Sr - 


LESLIE UASON 


- Screen Publicists Guild, 1941. 


^Source 2-U further statedjthat the approximate membership 
of the Hollywood guild* affiliated with the Hollywood Guild Council was 4,000, 
the majority of whom were members of the Screen Writers Guild and Screen Office 
Employees Guild. He further stated that the Hollywood Guild Council is now 
practically Inoperative due to the war conditions and the further fact that 
since it was set up the Screen Office j&nployees Guild, the Set Designers Guild, 
and the Screen Cartoonists Guild became affiliated with the A.F. of L. in the 
fall of 1941 and are now a part of the Conference of Studio Unions as noted 
heretofore* 


Source further stated that some of the guilds mentioned 
above were affiliated with the Hollywood Guild Council and are independent 
groups and have no connection with national unions. 


SCREEN WRITERS GUIID 
1655 No. Cherokee Avenue, 

Hollywood. California 

/Source 2-V has reported^that the Screen Writers Guild is 
an independent organization not affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor; although it calls itself a guild it is a labor union and is the bargain- 
ing agency for writers in the Hollywood motion picture industry. - . 

(source 2-Vhas statedjthat the Screen Writers Guild was or- 
ganized in 1934, that it is the first union group in the cultural field to 
come under donation of the Communists and fellow travellers. In fact it was 
organized by a group of writers who were then members of the John Reed Club 
of Hollywood, a Communist front organization that afterwards became the Holly- 
wood chapter of the League of American Writers in 1935*_ Source stated that 
prominent among this group of original organizers weret 


HOWARD LAWSON 
SAI5U31 ORNITZ 
DUDLEY NICHOLS 
GUY ENDOHE 
HARRY CARLISLE 
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All of the above ha to long record* of Cnmnlat activity 
In the Hollywooa motion picture industry* J 

Source further stated that the Screen Writers Guild ever 
since it* inception has taken the leadoong the organised cultural union 
group* in the Hollywood motion picture industry in following the Communist . 
Party -line in all its devious changes* He further stated that this guild was 
mainly responsible for setting up the Hollywood Guild Council, a Communist 
dominated group* Although not affiliated with the Conference of Studio Unions, : ' - 
it has probably acted in support of that body which, as has bean shown, is 
another Communist controlled group of A.F. of L« local Hollywood unions. Source 
further stated that this guild is the sponsor and moving force in the Hollywood { 

Y/riters Mobilization for Defense; that it sponsored the publication "Communique" ' 

which was published and distributed from its headquarters. He further stated 
that it is one of the sponsors of the Hollywood Canteen which was recently eet 
up for the purpose of furnishing entertainment for the aimed forces. Ho fur- 
ther stated that its officials and members have been active in every fom of 
Communist and Conounist front activity in southern California for years* 


Source 2-7 has further stated that the Communist domination 
of the Screen Writers Guild has been so continuously obvious that in 1936 a 
small group of writers revolted against this domination and attempted to oust 
the Caonunists from control. This revolt was led by a small group of writers, / 
most active of whom were JAMES K. KcGUINBS S, JOHN LES HAHDf, HOWARD EMMETT v' 
"ROGERS, PATTERSON UcNUTT, BESS MEREDITH, HERMAN J. UAHCKESNICZ, ROBERT RlSICOr 
and SAMSON RAPHAELSON. 


Source further stated that one of the foremost "red baiters” 
as he was called at the time wae Ur. HANCKIENICZ, one of the highest paid 
writers in Hollywood. Source stated that tfANCKISWICE ran a full page advertise- 
ment in the Hollywood Reporter, a trade daily, which he headed as follows: 


p 



"PROPOSED CHARTER 
FOR 

LOCAL NO. 1, SONS AND 
DAUGHTERS OF »I Y/ITX ARISE* 
SCREEN WRITERS 
UNION” 


He sipied the communication: 

"Writers of Hollywood unit* I 
You have nothing to lose but your brains] 
KERMAN J. UANCKXERICZ, 

Grub Street, Beverly Hills, California* 

In the Year of the Terror, One," 

New Theater June, 1936. P.25 





Source 2-V further stated that despite the feet that this 
- small group had exposed the Screen Writers Guild as being Cosnuniat controlled, 
^ It lost the fight and the guild continued as usual* Source stated that again 
in 1941 another revolt against the Caomunista in the organisation tuck place* 
Some of the seae group tried again} notably Mr* HQCEB3 and Mr. McGUIHESS sere 
active* This time they succeeded in forcing the resignation of JOHN HOWARD 
. LAR5QM, DO MAID OCCQi STEWART, and RING LAHDKKR, JR. from official position** . 
These three bare long been know for their Communist activity* He further 
stated that the resignations of LARSON, STEWART and LARDNER sere issrely cotv» 
cessions to a state of affairs, as at this tine Communists and fellow travel- 
lers were still suffering from the effects of the HITLER-STAID! pact, but 
source stated that after Russia was attacked by HITL : ,ii r . nd the Cotacuitist Party 
line changed and permitted Coomunists to pose as good, loyal American citizens 
and at the same time denounced anyone as "fascist 1 * or "Nazi" who brought up 
the question of Communism, the Communist elements became bold and again openly 
took the rains of the Screen Writers Guild* 


Source further stated that the close connection between 
the league of American Writers and the Screen Writers Guild is evidenced by 
the manbership of many of the officials and members in both organizations. 

He further stated that members of the League of American T.riters are in com- 
plete control of tho Screen Writers Guild. 


Source 2-V reported to the Los Angeles Bureau office that 
'the following parties ware elected officers of the Screen Writers Guild on 
November 12, 1942 1 •* 


1 
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MART McCALL, JR. 

LESTER COLB (a* 

FRANK PORTER 
FRANCIS EDWAPD FIRACJOH 
HAROLD EL’GH’Vj; <• 
HUfO DUTLEH 
marc ccir.rjiT 
P.'JIUL JARRIOffRfr®' 
GORDON EA2M & 

HARRY JURNITZ- 
GLADIS LEffilAN- 
JANS irURFBf- , . , * 
WALDO SALT Jr:- 
ALLAN SCOTT 
JAI GURNET ( •. 

FELIX JACKSOH 
TALBOT JTWNIHGB- 
JOHN LARKIN - 
NAT PERRIN - 
BETTY REINHARDT - 
MARGUERITE ROBERTS- 




President 
Vi ce-Pre si dent 
Secretary^/ 

Treasurer" 

Executive board member 
Executive board member 
Executive board member 
Executive board member 
Executive board member 
Executive board member 
Executive board member 
Executive board member 
Executive board member 
Executive board member 
Alternate executive board member 
Alternate executive board member 
Alternate executive board member 
Alternate executive board member 
Alternate executive board member 
Alternate executive board member 
Alternate executive board member 
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(source 2-V and 2-W further stated] 
ere of the guild are followers of the Communist Party line 





the following offic- 
indicated below: 


UAHI McCALL. JR* . President of the Screen Writers Guild, 
is supported by the Communist elements in the organisation} was elected Novem- 
ber 12, 1942 as President} was active in the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, a 
Communist front organization, until the signing of the STAUN—HITIER pact} 
spoke under the auspices of the Hollywjod League for Democratic Action, a ' - - 
Communist front isolationist organization, on February 21, 1940, at the Phil- 
harmonic Auditorium, Los Angeles, in which the program was "Hollywood Accepts 
MARTIN DIES". She stated at this meeting "MARTIN DESS was worse than Commun- 
ism". She was one of the members of the Screen Writers Guild who wired a de- 
mand to Congress on March 5, 1940 that it eliminate the DIES Committee. She 
sponsored the Russian anniversary celebration at the Shrine Auditorium on Novem- 
ber 8, 1942. She wae a member of the committee on arrangements. She is a mem- 
ber of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization for Defense, a member of the League 
of American Writers, and teaches at the Hollywood Writers School and follows the 
Communist Party line explicitly. 


T.ERTC3 COLE. Vice-President of the Screen Writers Guild, is 
a member of the League of American Writers. He was one of the signers of the 
letters of "150", "400", which were part of the struggle between STALIN and 
TROTSK? for control of the Communist Party. He was a signer of the call for 
the Fourth Congress of the League of American Writers, which was a supporter 
of the American Peace Mobilization. He is an instructor in the Hollywood 
Writers School, a Communist dominated school run by the League of American 
Writers* He has been a follower of the Communist Party line for many years. 


FRANCIS EDWARD FIRAQOH. Treasurer of the Screen Writer* 
Guild, is a member of the League of American Writers. Hs was on* of th* 
signers for the call for th* Third Congress of th* Lea&ie of American Writers. 
He is a member of the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League and th* Hollywood Writer* 

~^fr Mobilization for Defense. 


J 


HAROLD BUCHMAN is a member of the executive board of the 
Screen Writers Guild. Hs is also a member of the League of American Writers, 
a member of the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, and a member of the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization for Defense. 




MARC CONNELU is a member of the executive board of th4 
Screen Writers Guild and is a member of the League of American Writers. He 
signed the 1 for the Third Congress of the League of American Writers. 

Hs is a member of the Hollywood writers Mobilization for Defense. He teaches 
at the Hollywood Writers School. Hs follows the Communist Party line. He 
was a member of th* arrangements committee for the Ruapidfr anniversary cele- 
bration November 8, 1942 at the Shrine Auditorium in Los ''Angeles. 
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<, PAUL JAHRICO. masher of the executive board of tho 

i Screen Writers Guild, iaa _ member of th* League of American Writer*. Ha 
£ teach** at th* Hollywood Writer* School and la a a ember of th* National 
- Federation for Constitutional Rights, a Canonist front organization. Ho 
is a amber of tha Hollywood Writers Mobilization for Defens*. Ha signed 
the call for th* Fourth Congress of th* League of American Wrltars which 
endorsed the American Peace Mobilization. He follows the Covuniat Party 
line faithfully. 

GORDON KAHN is a amber of the exec u tire board of the 
Screen Writers Guild and a member of the League of American Writers. He was 
an associate editor of "The Clipper", the official organ of the League of 
American Writers, Hollywood chapter. He was a member of th* Motion Picture 
Cooperative Buyers Guild, a Communist front organization. He was one of tbs 
signers of the call for the Fourth Congress of the League of American Writers 
which endorsed the American Peace Mobilization. He follows the Communist 
Party line faithfully. 

HAHRT JURNITZ is a member of the executive board of the 
Screen Writers Guild and a member of tho League of American Writers. He is 
also a member of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization for Defense. 

WALDO GALT is a member of the executive board of the* 
Screen Writers Guild and a neaber of the League of American writers. He was 


-an associate editor of "The Clipper*, 


jfficial organ of the League of 


American Writers, Hollywood chapter. He is a member of the Motion Picture 
Cooperative Buyers Guild, a Communist Party front organization. He was one 
of the signers of the call for the Fourth Congress which endorsed the Ameri- 
can Peace Mobilization. He follows the Communist Party line faithfully. 

MILAN SCOTT is a member of the executive board of the 
Screen Writers Guild and a member of the League of American Writer*. He 
teaches at tho Hollywood Writers Scnool and is a member of the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization for Defense. He follows tho Communist Party line 
strictly. 

JAY GORNMY is a member of the executive board of the 
Screen Writers Guild and a member of the League of American Writers. He 
teaches at the Hollywood Writers School. He was a co-author of the plays 
"Uset the People" and "Zero Hour", both of which were isolationist and were 
sponsored by the American Peace Mobilization. They were produced by the 
Hollywood Theater Alliance, a Conn uni at front group, and directed by HUBERT 
B IBERIAN, a well known Hollywood Communist. CORNET follows the Communist 
Partv line strlctlv. 
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Source 2-V conpiled a list of tbs meubers of the Screen ‘ 
‘ Writers Guild who are Communists and/or fellow travellers in the League of 
‘American T/riters and who have been identified for many years as engaged in 
Communist activity* 


JOHN HCTIAHD U75QN 
SAM OHNITZ 
DUDLEY NICHOLS 
TtSS SUSIMGEB 
FRANK DAVIS 
DOROTHY PARKRR 
.ULAN CAMPBELL "V 
•IAPJOM SPIT22R 
MADELINE RUTHVEN 
H. S. (HI) KRAFT 
LESTER COHEN 
GUY ENDOKE 
JERRI SACKHEIM 
VICLA BROTHERS CHORE 
DCNAID 00)31 STEWART 

El LA f'AT tmir-as 

JOHN E MIGHT 

rdblrt tasker 

JOHN TEXLET 
ROBERT ROSSEN 
THEODORE DREISIR 
JULIUS EPSTEIN 


PHILIP SPSTSU 
SIDNEY BUCItm 
jP HTTJ.TP DUNNB 
EDWARD CHODORDV 
JEROME CHODORDV ’ 
LILLIAN HS!JJ£AN 
CEDRIC B"LFRAGE " 

LLAC putstsu; 

HARRY CARLISLE 
VERA CASPERAJ 
MOLLY CASTLE 
ARAKUD D’USSEAU 
EDWARD SLISEU 
JOSEPH FIELDS 
liAHTIE 3AST 
ARTHUR KOEEP. 

;UB*;RT "ALT- 
HDE3K T ?:JLT TJ71 
If. L. RIWRS 
G'OORGZ SXLAR 
ORSON WELLES 
VICTOR A. YAKHOHTOFF 


Source 2-V has stated that all of the above are active 
members of the League of American Writers and the Screen Writers Guild; that 
they are all identified either as members of the Communist Party, fellow 
travellers, or members of such front organizations as the Hollywood Anti -Nazi 
League, the Hoilywooo League for Democratic Action, Hollywood Peace Forum, 
Hollywood Theater Alliance, United Refugees Coamdttee, Hollywood Co-maittee 
for Writers in Exile, Rescue S .ip Mission, Hollywood Writers .Mobilization for 
Defense, Consumers United, Motion Picture Cooperative Buyers Guild, National 
Federation for Constitutional Right** S CHNEID' ICIAK-DARCY Defense Committee, 
Uniteu Spanish Aid Committee, HARlil BRIDGES Defense Comittee, American Peace 
Mobilization,' American-Russian Institute, American Society for Cultural Rela- 
tions with Russia, Committee to Aid Agriculture workers. League of Women 
Shoppers, nestea Writers Congress. 

SCREEN DIRECTORS GUIID C j 

^Source 2-1 has reported that the Screen Directors Guild 
of Hollywood was organized in February, 1936 for the purpose as stated at that 
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tin« to bring the directors of motion pictures into line with other labor ^CP* 
unions in the industry. This source also furnished infomation relative to 
the various parties who are active in the affairs of this guild* 

This effort was made by a snail group of motion picture 
’ directors who professed the "progressive* position, and who maintained in a 
broad sense that the motion picture should carry a social or political oem» 
sage rather than being what they claimed it waa at the time, merely an "escape 
< mechanism" for the masses. In reality the term "progressive" meant sympathy -• - - 
(for the Coamunist cause which was then Just beginning to make headway among 
| the intellectuals of the Hollywood motion picture industry* J 

The namee of those composing this small group werei 


Jr 


/ : 
_ 


KING VIDOR 
: LEWIS MILESTONE 
. i FRANK TUTTLE 
—y — WILLIAM K. HOWARD 
JOHN FORD 
FRANK BOHSAGE 
HOWARD HAWKS 
WESLEY HUGGLES 


JOHN CHDLflTELL 
WILLIAM WELLMAN 
HOUBEN HAMDUUAM 
GREGORY LACAVA 
Q UBEMCS B 
EDWARD SU 
H. BRUCE HUHBERSTONE 



The difficulty in organizing these directors whose salaries 
ran into thousands of dollars per week and reducing them to a status of trade 
unionists was no small one. 


The position and duties of the director of motion pictures 
place Mm closer to the producer or employer than to the worker. At times bis 
interests lead him actually into the production field where he becomes an em- 
ployer of a kind. 


For these reasons [the Screen Directors Guild is in no 
-tSt,. sense strictly a bargaining labor unlonl although the Communist theoretician 
claims that it is, but the directors "as a class have not yet discovered the 
fact. Actually the Screen Directors Guild occupies an anomalous position 
among Hollywood labor organizations which plays at going through tbs motions 
of a labor union. The high salaries of the directors and their preferred po- 
sition among the elite of the motion picture world contradicts any questions, 
of "wages and working conditions". 


.one/ 


This leaves the Screen Directors Guild with buttons basic 
reason for existence which, to a small group within the organization, is all * 




In all. This reason is idsological, or, as this group would express it if 


. t 


£ driven into a corner, "cultural". By "cultural* is meant production of 
tion pictures sympathetic to the cause of Communism and thf political^ 
of Soviet Buesia.J V * 
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This is no implication that the entire membership of the 
Screen Directors Guild, or even the majority, are of this viewpoint, or that 


S « fha t t wild! 
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organisation that ire lies to steer it into this type of ae~ 


group within the 
tivity. 


. _ _ The Screen Directors Guild, of necessity, confined within 

narrow bounds as a bargaining agency. Also any political activity it is free 
to adopt is circumscribed* . *■ -- 

let in spite of those restrictions the Screen Directors A J > 
Guild has sponsored such organizations as the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, 
a Communist inspired project, the Hollywood Canteen, likewise controlled by 
Communist elements, the War Symphony Committee, and others. It was affiliated 
with the Hollywood Guild Council mentioned heretofore. 


jsta. ; _ m * J ^ *w a -a a i a - a. _ 4 

more xs coosiavro^iv unnuniab acuuwjr 

vldaal members of the directors guild, but they function as individuals and 
take part in outside organizations and groups. 

The Communist Party has for years made every effort to 
take into Its folds motion picture directors. They have recognised the stra- 
tegic position of the director in injecting propaganda into a picture. In 
this they have been somewhat successful heretofore* 


Rnt sf tvK» pyajgnf f Jnn fhj ApAA. TK| pft» 

sition of Soviet Russia asr an ally, and the large number of pictures now be- 
ing made based on the war situation, permits those directors so inclined to 
inject into the picture such Communist propaganda as would not have been pos- 
sible heretofore. And for the making of such pictures tbs Hollywood producers 
invariably select those directors and writers who are sympathetic to the Soviet 
union and the Cosmuinist cause* 


lag: 


The officers o/~the Screen Directors Guild are the follow- 

GEORGE SISTERS - President 

EBN5T LDBITSCH - First Vice President 


VrtOUMJ TiJTDfVT 
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WILLIAM A. SSITER-Secretaiy 
_T£X~G43N®rr - Treasurer 


J. P. McOOKAK - Executive Sucre 
MABEL WALKER WILLEBRANDT - Counsel 






Board of Directors* (in addition to the above) 



DAVIp BUTLER 
EDWARD H. GRIFFITH 
HOWARD HAWKS 
A. EDWARD SUTHERLAND 
WILLIAM A. WEIIMAH 


GEORCE CUKOR 
HENRI HATHAWAY 
MARK SANDRICH 1 / 
RICHARD WALLACE v 
SAM WOOD 


Alternates to the Board* 

FELH FEIST-'" 

REEVES EASON 
IRVING PICHEL 
LESLEY SELANDER 


Of the above ofLcials few have been openly active or have 
expressed publicly sympathy for Communism orits philosophy, 

• 1 GEORGE STEVENS * /^Source 2-X has reported)that (SDRCZ STEVEK3 is President 
I of the Guild; that he has been identified with some of the Communist front 
§ organisations . He represented the guild in the United Citieena for Victory 
f| Committee, and spoke at a meeting in the Philharmonic Auditorium in September 
If of 19 42 • He has had some connections with the Hollywood Theatre Alliance! a 
ll Communist inspired project, and has affiliated with various Russian Relief 
ft drives* His activities have been of a mild nature. 

ERNST LUBITSCH has been looked upon as a fellow traveller 
but directed the picture "Ninotschka" , which was anti-Communist satire* This 
would cancel out any Communist leanings previously held* For directing this 
picture he was attacked by the Communists in the industry and out* 

Of NORMAN TAIfflOG, WILLIAM A. SEITER, TAT GARNETT, and 
J. P. McQOWAN, there is no record of any activities* 


Of the Board of Directors the same can be said, with the 
exception of IRVING PICHEL, one of the alternates* 

IRVING PICHEL . [Source 2-1 has stated) that Ur. PICHEL has 
long been active in circles allied to the Communist Party. Sponsor and active 
in the Hollywood Anti -Natl League, and sponsor of tbs United Spanish Aid Com- 
mittee, both strictly Communist front organizations* He teaches at the Holly- 
wood Writers School, conducted by the League of American Writers. While PICHEL 
has been identified with the foregoing organizations he seems to know when to 
draw back and not go too far. However, he follows the Communist Party, line, 
but safely* 


<\\ 
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None of the rest of the off icials of the Screen Directors 
Guild have been involved to any serious extent in Communist activities as ap- 
pears at this time j however this does not mean that the Communist Party has ig- 
nored the motion picture director. On the contrary there has been an intensive 
campaign to influence the directors and it has been successful to quite an ex- 
tent. But in doing this a different tactic was used than those which were ap- 
plied to other groups and labor unions. It would not serve the purposes of 
the -Communists nearly so well if they were to control the Screen Directors Guild 
from the top by electing their numbers and fellow travellers to the offices irr- - 
the guild. It would be much better to influence the individual director and use 
him where he would serve their purpose by his control of the picture as it was 
produced. Besides there would be a danger if any of the directors became pub- 
licly known as Communists and sympathi zers — their position in the industry would 
not allow of it, particularly if they should be in control of the Guild. 


The following members of the Screen Directors Guild in 
, Hollywood are known followers of the Communist Party line: 

FRANK TUTTLE . Source has stated that TUTTLE is a member 
of the Communist Party (EUHT-HONETCOHBE)* He has been active in almost every 
Communist inspired group operating in Hollyrcod) Sponsor of the Hollywood 
Anti -Nazi League. He has be«n active in the Hollywood Peace Forum which suc- 
ceeded the Anti-Nazi League and became isolationist when the Communist Party 
line changed. He is a member of the Hollyrood League for Democratic Action, 
a Communist anti-war group following the Communist Party line. TUTTLE spoke 
at a mass meeting of a group at the Olympic Auditorium on April 6, 1940, in 
Los Angeles, which meeting was to "Keep America Out of the ’’Jar 1 *. He is a mem- 
ber and active in the Motion Picture Dasocratie Committee, a Communist group 
that changed to isolation when the Communist Party line changed. He is a mem- 
ber of the Zukas Defense Committee-defense of Communist ZUKAS sentenced by 
Yorty Committee investigating subversive aetivltes. He was a sponsor of the 
United Spanish Aid Committee and other Spanish civil war aid committees and 
it ^s reported that approximately $300,000 was collected for this purpose and 
^ that a great portion of it was collected for the purpose of bringing to the 
^'United States writers who were in exile and other radical factors who were in 
intemement camps in various European countries' for their radical and Commun- 
ist activities. It is also reported that a large portion of this $ 300,000 was 
never accounted for to anyone. 


reported tl 


opsmi wtt.t:eb is a member of the original "Group Theatre.*, 
New York, Communist controlled theater project affiliated with the New Theatre 
League, a branch of the International Union of Revolutionary Theatres. He ia 
a member of the League of American Writers. He signed the Fourth call for 
Writers Congress which was a support of the American Peace Mobilization. He 
is chairman of a committee from Hollywood demanding that deportation proceeds 
ings against HARRY BRIDGES be dropped. He is active In the; Rescue Ship Mis- 
sion, a Communist collection agency for funds never accounted for. HEII£S is' 
now very patriotic, having changed with the Communist Party line. He was alee 
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a sponsor of tbs United Spanish Aid Committee and other Spanish civil ear 
aid committee* and it is reported that approximately $300,000 was collected 
for tins purpose ana that a great portion of it was collected for the purpose 
of bringing to the United States writers who were in exile and other radical 
factors who were in intemement camps in various European countries for their 
radical and Communist activities* It is also reported that a large portion 
of this $300,000 was never accounted for to anyone. 

^ JAY LEYDA is now Technical Director on "Mission to Moscow*, 
a picture now being made by TIamer Brothers. He has a long record of Communist 
activity. He was director of propaganda via the theatre for International Un- 
ion of Revolutionary Writers in Moscow in 1934-35* He is associate editor of 
"New Theatre", a publication controlled by the Communist Party, issued in New 
York from 1935 to 1939. He was associated with the Film Library of the Modern 
Museum, Rockefeller Foundation in New York in 1940. He was discharged for 
Communist activity in July, 1940 by IRIS BARRY, Curator, as a result of popular 
pressure. He has boon engaged in many other activities. 

/ HERMAN SHUULIN is a former Broadway producer, now a Holly- 
wood director. He has followed the Communist Party line faithfully for many 
years. He is a member of the "Group Theatre" in New York, and active in all 
of its affairs. He was sponsor for the "Theatre Committee for Defense of the 
Spanish Republic". He was a member of the Hollywood Citizens Cosonittee for 
Federal Theatre, and a member of the Executive Board of tht Theatre Arts Com- 
mittee (T.A.C.). He was a supporter of the American P-sace Mobilisation. He 
has engaged in many other activities, all of which followed the Communist Party 
line from the Popular Front to Isolation, to violent patriotism. 

JOHN FORD has shown Communist sympathies to a limited ex- 
tent. He is identified as attending Communist social gatherings in Hollywood 
luminaries homes. (BURT) Sponsor for the Steinbeck Committee for Agricultural 
Workers, a Communist controlled group (met at the Philharmonic Auditorium, Los 
Angeles, March 21, 1940). The activities of FORD were of a mild nature, and in 
all probability he is an innocent*,” He was third Vice-Chairman of the Motion 
Picture Democratic Conmittee. * , 

JOHN CflOUWETJ- Is one of the original organizers of the 
Screen Directors Guild. He is a manber of Hollywood's Committee to Protect 
Civil Liberties, a completely dominated group. He is sponsor of the Hollywood 
Committee for Writers In Exile", a Communist project. 

1 / hlnbSRT BIBERMAN is one of the leading Communists in the 
Hollywood section. He is a member of the National Council of American Peace 
Mobilization. He picketed the White House for the American Peace Mobiliza- 
tion, and is local chairman of that organization, as well 
Peace Forum. Ha was involved in an attempt by the Unite^S waxS355m»fi»s 
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Guild to taka over Hollywood unions for the Connmnist Party* He is a contri- 
butor to "New Hasses", New Theatre magazine. He is a member of the Hollywood 
Anti-Nazi League and Motion Picture Democratic Committee* There are many 
other instances of Communist activity on hie part* He is now patriotic in 
conformity with the Communist Party line. 


c /tofts iTTraTCiNR follows the Communist Party line. He sup- 
ported the New Theatre^ League, which is affiliated with the International 
Union of Revolutionary' Theatres, with headquarters in Moscow, Russia. He wrote 
articles for the New Theatre magazine. in March, 1937* He is a member of the 
Executive Eoard of the Motion Picture Spanish Aid Committee, a Communist front 
organisation. He sigped a letter of 11 150* which was protest against investiga- 
tion of Moscow trials. This fact is proof that MILESTONE was interested in 

J ^ H~~*<***4 • + Dflw+w W« * m a of t>i« Hoi lvnOOd UlM— 
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tre Alliance, a Communist organization. He has engaged in many other activi- 
ties. 

E. A. DUPONT is editor of the Hollywood "Tribune", a Com- 
munist publication issued in 1939. This publication was short lived as the 
HT TTER — stat tm pact caused its death* 


WILLIAM DIBTEHLS is a follower of the Coumunist Party line. 
~u. i« « mernbsr of the Hollywood Committee for Writers in Exile, a Communist 
front organization, and of the Hollywood Anti— Nasi League* He gave interviews 
to the "Daily Worker" , ths Communist Party’s official publication (1939). Hs 
was nuied as a member of the Communist Party by IVAN 001 in December of 1937* 


✓' JORIS I VatS has long been identified frith Communist activi- 
ties. He is an ori gi nal member and active in the New Theatre League, an affil- 
iate of the International Union of Revolutionary Theatres. Contributor to ths 
New Theatre oagasins, and director of "Documentary" films* He is a sponsor of 
the Motion Picture Guild, a Communist controlled organisation for the making of 
propaganda filais (1939). 

PARE L0REMT2 has engaged in activities practical ly tbs same 

as IVENS. 

% 

"^ DUDLEY NICHOLS was formerly a screen writer and member of 
the League of American Writers. He is now a producer and director. He has a 
long record of Covaunist and Communist front activities while connected with 
the League of American Writers. 


y HERBERT KT.THK is one of the original group that set up ths 
New Theatre League. He is editor of the New Theatre magazine. Hs is one of 
the original founders of ths League of American Writers in oon^unctlfiii wd^h 
EARL BROWDER, MICHAEL GOLD, etc. He is now in Mexico making „ aoMtftflW • "doca- 


is now in Mexico making , so-d3tf^ h 
mantary" films. He has a long record of Cocnunist activities* ’ "“■* 
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GAB5DI KANIN follows the Communist Party line. He is a 
member of the Hollywood Coaanittee for Writers in Sadie, a Communist Party 
front. He is a contributor to "New Masses' 1 , a Communist publication. He 
signed a resolution to support the "Peoples Front" in England, about April 1, 
1941. The "Peoples Front" in England corresponded to the American Peace Mo- 
bilization in the United States. EARL BROWDER and other known Communists 
were also signers of this resolution. He sponsored the Hollywood Theatre 
. Alliance, a Communist undertaking. 

There are others among the directors of Hollywood who 
have evinced sympathy for the Communist cause, but it is of a milder nature 
and follows the same general pattern. 


SCREEN PUBLICISTS GUILD - 17354 No. Vine Street. Hollywood. 

California 


LSource 2-T has stated] iiw substance the following with 
respect to the officers and activity of certain individuals in the Screen 
Publicists Guild. The officers aret 


the following: 




LESLIE MASON 
TEET CARLE 
DAVID IfcCQ IG 
TED TATIDBt 


- President 

- Vice-President 

- Secretary 

- Treasurer _ 


The Executive Board numbers are the four above named and 


WILLIAM BELCHER 
WILLIAM BLQBCHER 
JERRI BHETTINGRAM 
'JOHN CAMPBELL, JR.^ 
CHARLESJ2ASHGN _ 

hatejames 


ROBERT JOSEPH 
BESSIE KAMDiS 
DON McELWAINE 
CAMERON SHIPP 
JOHN DEL VALLE 
ARTHUR ZELLNER 


Source has stated that none of the above named officers 
have been identified as being members of the Communist Party or as having 
taken part as individuals in any Communist activity of the usual Hollywood 
variety, yet the organisation as a body has affiliated itself with know 
Communist inspired groups. \ 

Source has stated that this onion has been represented 
by its President tvst.tr MASON who has acted as a delegate and ae a amber of 
or ae sponsoring the following: The Hollywood Guild Council; Labors Unity 
for Victory Comal ties; Hollywood Writers Mobilisation for, Defense, which was 
a part of the Screen Waiters Guild; and the of "Ihrfrfrlnar Wri t e rs r~ Be^ 

has also Tnnnjp|rt J~hs~ HsTl jnrriif Tenlmn' which is sponsore d^fn e ra lj^ by 


Communist 
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Source has stated that the only other member of this guild 
who has at times represented the organisation as a delegate is DOR KING who 
is considered by conservative labor unions in Hollywood to be a fellow traveller 
but he has never engaged in any decided activities* He further stated that 
the rmaber of members in the union is not large, approximately 350 ; that on 
this account it has had very little influence on the larger groups or those 
engaged in Communist front activities* 

SCREEN HEADERS m 1655 Morth Cherokee Street. 

Hollywood? Cali fo mis 

r- 1 

^Source 2-1 has reportedjaa follows on this guild* He has 
stated that the following are the officers* 

JOHN DEBS - President 


LTTl-TiM BSJQUIST- Vie e-Prea i dent 
JESSIE BURRS - Corresponding Secretary 
RUTH FASKB - Recording Secretary 
'BILL COuO - Tre* 


HAL IEVT 
BERNARD Q0HD0R- 
HESIZT HAINES - 
. LERIS CLAI 
\jEeK CIZAFIB - 


Member Executive Board 
Umber Executive Board 
Member Executive Board 
Ueaiber Executive Board 
Uwber Executive Board 


WILLIAM SHKMKER- Member Executive Board 

Source has stated- that the Screen Reeders Guild is not 
large group, perhaps not over 250 to 300 in all* Hs further steted that m 
are «i ployed regularly at the varloue studios, ihile others do Aat is 


free lance reading* Their duties are to read books, mags lines and all forms 
of published material and make synopses from which stories or scenes may be- 
adapted to the motion pictures* 

Source has further stated that the readers have been to 
a large extent influenced and dominated by the Screen Writers Guild* The 
reason for this is that the readers consider themselves potential writers 
and their ambitions lie in that direction. For this reason the Screen Reed* 
ers Guild follows the lead of the Screen Writers Guild in all utters. It 
Is affiliated with the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation for Defense, the Holly- 
wood Guild Council, and is active in supporting any political activities and 
fronts ^iich the Screen Writers Guild advocates. ' 


1 
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/So arc* 3-A has rtata^tha't Chi* organisation la an inde- 
pendent group not affiliated with the A.F • of L* and that it came into exist— 
anee in 1936. He stated that it was an attempt to organise into a guild or 
union that night be temed an anomalous section of the directors guild* It 
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specialised nature, direction of the dialogue In the picture* These duties 
naturally develop into the ^rMr of the director of the picture and therefore 
the statue of the dialogue director ie somewhat vague. 


Source stated that as a. body this guild has never affili- 
ated with the usual Coenuniet efforts to consolidate groups such as the Holly- 
wood Writer* Mobilisation for Defense, the Conference of Studio Unions, or 
any of the other Communist inspired groups. He further stated that thie guild 
is not at the present tine taking a part as group in apy of the usual under- 
takings for war purposes such as the Hollywood Canteen, Russian Relief, etc. 

\ / . ’ 

Source stated that the original organisers. and these east 
active in the organisation In the past are and have been the followings 


WHUAM L. BROSSSJLD 
STAKL2T J. C8AND0H 
523 L. DAV3JP0HT 
LESTER SCHAFFER 

'CTWAWI V riYt 
ub him ii u* — 

BUGQS BAILST 


TH) STANBOPB 
JAMBS IZRKEK 
MILTON SACK30B • 
RICHARD LaPiH 


Source haf- stated that with the exception of RICHARD LaPAI 
none of the above have been identified with Ccenmist activities . Be stated!' 
that Lap AH was for eons years a member of the Cni— unist Party in Bollywood and 
did inportant work for the party among the prominent Hollywood luninaid.es, but 
he stated that LaPAN broke with the party about five years ago and since that 
tine has bacons violently opposed to it. He farther stated that- LaPAB at the 
present tine ie not employed at the studios and so far as he knows LaPAB baa 
abandoned all political activity* 


AMERICAN GUILD OF MUSICAL ARTISTS 

z&n&rrz 

S Source >-8 has reportedfthit thie organisation is not 
group but is national in its scope end ie eonpssed of 
prominent musicians, soloists, directors and othsrs* He stated that it ie 
not a Hollywood union in the sense that it acts as a -bargaining agency, as 
si 1 inb«ri of this organisation are also umber* of the American Federation 
of Musician*, affiliated with the American Federation of Labor, whi 
bargaining agenoy.' ftK musician* . Source further stated 
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not been active In Communist circles but has supported some organizations sus- 
pected of being Communist front organizations) such as Russian War Relief; 
that it has furnished musicians free of charge to such organizations as the 
Russian War Relief. He further stated that it is one of the sponsors of the 
Hollywood Canteen and furnished a great deal of the music f and perhaps all 
of the music, that, is given at the Canteen for entertainment purposes. He 
stated positively that it has not sponsored such organizations as the Holly- 
wood Writers Mobilization for Defense. 

r 

[Source 3-C hae stated) that Screen Actors Guild is the 
only labor union in Hollywood which does' not function under a cnarter from 
an international group affiliated with the A.F. of L. Being the only group 
of its kind, that is a union of Screen Actors, it exists only in Hollywaod 
and for this reason it functions by a direct charter from the A.F. of L. 
through the Actors Equity Association. 


• ‘j 


SCREEN ACTORS Omr 




^Source 3-C has statedythai KENNETH THOMPSON, Executive 
Secretary of the Screen Actors Guild, performs his duty as Executive Secre- 
tary of the Guild and does not take part in any activities outside the needs 
the guild as a labor union. H« does not object to the Conmunists func— 
ioning in the union, neither does he support them. He has never been referred 
t as a Communist or fellow traveller. JEFF KIBH5 in 1939 stated with respect 
THOMPSON: "THOMPSON is vacillating and .cannot be held in line." 

r w 

TSource 3-C statedythat the following are the officers of 

.s guild: 

JffiHKEELTOOUPSGN - Executive Secretary 




•TAMES CAGNEY' 1 — President 


GEORGE A. MURPHY - First Vice-President 


PAUL HARVEY - Second Vice-President 

WALTER ABELL - Third Vice-President 

LUCILLE GLEASON - Recording Secretary 

PORTER HALL - Treasurer 

WALTER ABELL - Member, Board of Directors 
J AMES CACHET - Member, Board of Directors > * 
mix DUNN - Member, Board of Directors 
GEORGE A. MURPHY - Member^ Board of Directors 




'T *l_ * ' 1 


LLCYD PIDGEOM - Member, Board of Directors - 
ELIZABETH RISDON-Member, Board of Directors 
FRAKCHOT TONE - Member, Board of Directors 
CHARLES TR07JBRIDGE t Member, Board of Directors * 

JANE VfEiAN - Member, Hoard of Directors* 

--pj M 

^Source 3-C has stated>that the affaire of the Screen Actors 
Guild are conducted in a different manner from the rest of the unions in the 
Hollywood motion picture industry. He statea that all matters are in the hands 
of the elected officers and Board of Directors; that this union does not hold 
membership meetings regularly; that it has a called meeting when something 
special is called in order that the membership may vote on some specific ques- 
tion, but he stated that this occurs only on rare occasions and that the only 
regular meeting is the one which is called once per year for the purpose of 
electing officers* 


Source further stated that due to this arrangement whereas 
the membership acting as a body can take no action on such affairs. Communist 
Party members, fellow travellers, and sympathizers among the Hollywood Actors 
carry on their work throughjjihar organizations such as "fronts". They act as 
individuals without tp^'tffjicial Sanction of the union, the Screen Actors Guild. 

{ JAMES CAGNEY . Source 3-C stated that CAGNEY has contri- 
buted large sums ofcash to the Communist Party. This feature is being 
treated elsewhere inTfttw^e^rt.^lj^-) 

GEORGE A. MURPHY . Source has stated that MURPHY is the 
First Vice-President, is very friendly with the C.I.O. and PHIL A. COKNALLT, -* 
President of the C.I.O. and Secretary of the L.A.I.U.C. He stated that he 
considers MURPHY very sympathetic to the Communist cause but that he would 
not be willing to call him a fellow traveller. 

Source further stated that PAUL HARVEY, WALTER ABELL, 
■^vkXL'CILIE GLEASON and PORTER HALL have hot been active even in any front or- 
ganizations. 

FHANCHOT TONE . Source stated that FP.ANCHQT TONE has ‘been 
very active in Communist front organizations, has contributed large sums of 
money to the Communist Party, and has Jseen very active in matters in which 
the Communist Party has been involved 

RICHARD LaPAM . Source stated that LaPAN in about 1935 Q H 
or 1936 waa the collector for the Communist Party amongst the motion pictureU*^ 
people. At that time LaPAN stated that he had collected large sums of money f- 
from JAMES CAGNEY and others in the Screen Actors Guild, .He^etatm! that in t 
1934 LAWRENCE ROSS was ^Secretary of the Communist Party in' La? ^rfgeles County ~ 
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and on on* occasion he sent a hurried call to Hollyrreod insisting that LOUIS 
HEIFETZ soe JAMES CAGNEY at once and get $200.00 as he needed.it immediately. 
A presumption grew from this bit of information that CAGNEI might at any time 
be subject to— call for Communist funds. (^4 ( lO 


Source 3-C has stated that the following members of the 
Screen Actors Guild have taken part in and supported Communists and Communist 
controlled front activities in the Hollywood ^ection over a period of sioc or 
seven years to his own personal knowledge 


LUCILLE BALL 
ROMAN BOHNEN 
VIRGINIA BRU'CSr - 


MORRIS CARNOVISKI 
DOROTHY CCLSilNGORE 


FRANCES FARMER 
HELEN GC HAGEN 
r juhH garfieid- . 

(correct name 
JAKE GARFINKELi — , 
STEWART HAMBLEN - 
'./ALTER HUSTON 
i FRED KEATING 
I VICTOR KILLIAN ' 


IDA IUPINO 
FREDERICK LARCH 
PHILIP IERIVALE 
MAURICE MURPHY 
CLARENCE MUSS 
IRVING PICHEL 
LUCIAN FRIVAL 
LOUISE RAINER 
PAUL ROBESON 
GALE SQNDERGAASD 
ART SMITH 
LIONEL STAINER 
FRANCHOT TONE 
ORSON VSLLSS 




A. F. of L. LOCAL UNIONS NOT MENTIONED HERETOFORE 

Source 3-D has statedjthit the following sixteen unions 
which have not heretofore been mentioned in this report are A.F. of L. unions 
and should be mentioned here in order that all unions in the motion picture 
industiy may be accounted for. He has stated that of this number nine font 
^^-part of the I.A.T.S.E. group affiliated with the A.F. of L. through the 
national organisation of the I.A.T.S.E* IRisy are the followings 


AFFILIATED PROPERTY CRAFTSMEN LOCAL 44. 
INTERNATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHERS LOCAL 659. 
INTERNATIONAL SOUND TECHNICIANS LOCAL 695. 
MAKEUP ARTISTS LOCAL 706. 

MOTION PICTURE COSTUMERS LOCAL 705. 

* r _ 

MOTION PICTURE SET ELECTRICIANS LOCALVJ^. 




') 


M0T1CI1 PICTURE STUDIO 
IfOTIQN PICTURE STUDIO 
STUDIO LABORATORY MID 


GRIPS LOCAL 80. 
PROJECTIONISTS NO. 165* 
UTILITY WORKERS LOCAL 727- 


Source has stated that the following A.F. of L. local unions 
are not a part of the I.A.T.S.2. group but are affiliated with the A.F. of L. 


through their various international bosses? 

Local Approx. Membership 

STUDIO DRIVERS (TEAiiSTETS) LOCAL 399 1,000 

STUDIO PLASTERERS LOCAL 755 550 

STUDIO CARPENTERS LOCAL 946 2,200 

STUDIO UTILITY WORKERS LOCAL 724 1,600 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF kUSICIAHS LOCAL 47 500 

HiTSRi-lATIOKAl BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL VDPJCERS 

LOCAL NO. 40 1,300 

BUILDING SERVICE WORKERS LOCAL 99 500 


[Source has stated in the above-named unions it cannot be 
said that there is any large amount of Communist infiltration. A campaign for 

t s purpose has been carried on for the past five or six years but has not 
n successful. He has further stated that in no one of these unions has any 
the officers been won over to the Communists cause; nowever, among the mem- 
ship of some of these unions Communist# and their sympathizers had been ac- 
tive prior to June 22, 1941, th-j date on which HITTER attacked STALIN. Since 
that time, however, he states that Communist Party instructions have been that 
there is to be unity with the A.F. of L. and that no serious attempts should 
be made to capture official positions in those unions. He stated, however, 
that this does not mean that they have dropped their activity; in fact It has 
been intensified but it has been turned in numerous directions. He stated 


that the purpose now is to utilize the present structure of these unions and 
influence the membership to support such extra-union activities as aid to 
Russia, resolution for a second front, independence of India, support for the 
various projects put out by the Communists such as nurseries for the children 
of war workers, labor management committees and all war activities determined 
by the position of the Communist Party line toward the Soviet JJhion.^J 
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AJTILLVTES FR3PSRTT CRAFTSIEK HD. LU fI.A.T.S.3* Affiliate) 

Source 3-£ has advised that nona of tha officers of this 
union ara Communists or fallow travellers and for that reason sane are not 
being listed* 

Source >-8j however* has stated that tha following maabera 
of trds union are listed as Communists* FFJU5 HAJISHZLL* Communist Fart}* name 
FRAf~: OAKES* and PUTIN P. HSSTPSCKELL, whose Communist Party name is JOHN F. 
’JJ05, It. will be noted that HEHTSCHELL has bean mentioned heretofore in 
Exhibit No* 1 and Exhibit No. 2 in the correspondence between JEFF KIBH2 and 
L..Y HUDSON ana other officials of the Communist Party in connection with their 
activities at the 34th Annual Convention of the I.A.T.5.E. held at Cleveland* 
Ohio* June 6-9* 1933* in which ROT HUDSON questioned the loyalty and ability 
of rarrscHELL. 


HUGH P. MASON * Source 3-E has stated that ’JASON was regis- 
tered for voting purposes as a Communist in 1936* It has also appeared at the 
JACK TCinCY Legislative Committee testimony that MASON attended the Communist 
Party fraction meetings and that Communist Party meetings were held in his home 

Source 3-E has stated that the following members of Local 
No* 14* have been listed by the officials of the union as having carried on and 
supported Communist propaganda at union meetings i 


KAURI CKZRNIN 
YJTT.I.TAH TmiTOD 
LOUIS HAZE! 

JOHN C. HELTON 
RCT ff. VICKET 


T rrU.TA L- u. DDUGIAS 
ARTHUR FRIEDSON 
ROBERT AU2S > 
ilURRT PASCH 
GE02C2S HAUES 


DiTSRKATIOKAL PHOTOGRAPHERS LOCAL NO* 659 (I.A.T.S.S* affiliated 

ffith A. F. of L . 

Source 3-F has stated with respect to the possible Comma* 
1st infiltration into the International Photographers that there has been no 
nfiltrstion of Ccen uniats into the officials of this group* He stated the 
nly member of this group who seems to have Communist connections is JAMES HOID 
Cr<1* a Chinaman* Ke stated that HOHE was e member of the Motion Picture Co-r 
oerative Buyers Guild and that ha was a member of the Hollywood Anti-Nazi 
jtague and it is considered that he hes been very sympathetic to the Communist 
cause but it is not known definitely that ha has ever been a member* 
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DfTERKATIQMAL SOUND TECKNICIAHS LOCAL 695 (I.A.T.S.E. 

With LF. of 


Affiliated 


A&e*LM 


{Source 3-G has informed^) tLe Lbs Angeles Bureau office that 
there is no evidence that there is any Communist infiltration into this union 
to such an extent as to hare any influence whatever on the union's activity as 
a body. Source has stated, however, that J{ASQIZL£UITH, the business agent of 
this union, has been identified as consorting with Comuni st elements in Holly- 
wood. He further stated that SMITH was voted for office at the Labor Rational 
Convention of the I.A.T.S.E. at Columbus, Ohio in Jons, 1942 and was part of' 
what was termed the Communist bloc -fmriWttywood. He was a delegate from his 
union to Labors Unity for Victory, a Conmunist front meeting held in the Los 
Angeles Central labor Council Hall, September 14, 1942. 


Source stated that SMITH is not what would be called a 
stable man by the Coaaunists. He uses them and they use him for certain pur- 
poses but it can be said that the Communists do not control him. 


Source further stated that the other officers of this 
union have not been implicated' in Communist activities and union as a body has 
not supported Communist proposals which follow the Communist Party line* 


>1 V 
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IV MAKE UP ARTISTS LOCAL HD. 706 (I.A.T.S.E. Affiliated 

N With A. F. oTE 

\ -Nj/ lA-0 

^Source 3~H has repor tea) that the membership of this union 
is comparatively email and is mads up of old time actors* and for that reasefc 
any Canonist activities have fallen on barren ground. He stated that the only 
member of this union who is a fellow traveller is R/CQDND LOPEZ. He stated- ^ 
that LOPEZ was a meaber of the Communist Party andT'Strfeiyr'XiPthe K.P.W.I.U. 
mentioned heretofore and for acorn seven or- eight years has carried on Cr— un- 
iat propaganda and has been identified with Communist front organizations. He 
further stated that LOPS is a man of little force -and does not .have the ability 
to influence anyone. 


is 

CotSaul 


the businese 
st nor a 


MOTION PICTURE COSTUMERS LOCAL NO. 705 (I.A.T.S.K . 

AFFILIATED WITH A.F. OF L. 

L&iU — 

— [Source 3-1 has statedjthal iJ 
agent of this union. He has stated that EDWARDS is not a 
sympathizer with Communism) that this union has an approximate membership of 
600, which Is composed principally of persons of foreign extraetion^emqji, as 
can be found in the ganzent industry. Source has stated that wtu^pihd' ten- 
dency of these types is to lean toward the left, the fact that t&ey are ea 
ceedingly well paid in the motion picture Industry overrids 
political viewpoint they might desire to adopt. 


pletely any 
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MOTION PICTURE SET EIECTRICIAMS IOCAL 'TO. 728 
( I.A.T.S.E. affiliated with A.F. of L. ) 

^Source 3-J has inf o rmedj tha t the officers of this union 
appear to hare no camnunist connections; however he has stated that among the 
membership there has been sons who have been active. The following individuals 
have been reported as having supported the U.S.T.G. and the Communist program 
to take over the Hollywood Studio Unions: 

JbftKi (J.N.) FATKIN . Source has stated that F ATKIN is an 
electrician who is on call to the various studios when needed. He stated that 
FATXIN supports all proposals aavanceu in the interest of the Communist Party 
line at all meetings of the union* / . v 

ROY H. RICE . ^Source 3-J has state^f) that RICE is a steward 
in the union and that he is on call as a set electrician; that it is reported 
that he is an associate of FATKIN in following the Communist Party line In all 
union meetings. 


Source has stated that MIKE ELLISON, BILL GOBSMAN and 
GEORGE KATZMAN, members of this union, have cooperated with FATKIN and RICE 
at all times in following the Communist Party lin^» ^ 

£s ource 3-J further stated^t'hat within the last few months 
there has developed an internal situation within this union which may result 
in this membership group going over to the Conference of Studio Unions domin- 
ated by Communist influence under the leadership of HERBERT X. SORRELL. He 
further stated that PAT CASEY, the Labor Relations Man between the studios and 
the unions, is in favor of lining up with the Conference of Studio Unions. He 
stated, however, that GUY RUSHING, the secretary of this union, is opposed to 
any Communist infiltration, but the business agent, A. J. MORAN, seems to favor 
collaboration with Communist controlled unions at the studios. He stated, how^ 
ever, that it cannot be stated that MORAN is a Communist but at times he has 
been known to sympathize with Communist programs and has advocated following 
some activities which are a part of the Communist Party line* 

[_ Source 3-J has stated} that the following parties who are 
members and not officers of this union are known to have Coanunist sympathies: 


JOEL KRONISH 
FRED HOUNSCHELL 
GEORGE MEBQHOFF 

WILLIAM KANE " 

GEORGE DAVIS 
WILLLUL_GORSMAN 
_ JD HARPE R 

■> - 


HERMAN LIPNET 
WILLIAM SHARK 
CHARLES GUTHRIE 
GEORGS KATZMAN /' 
RICHARD LIVINGSTON^ 
T. V. SHEFFIEir 
H. C. JUMP 

- “ 
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MOTION PICTURE STUDIO GRIPS LOCAL MO. 30 (I.A.T.S.E . 

Affiliated with A. F. of I. 

([Source 3-K has inforae^tne Ids Angeles Bureau Office 
that none of the officials of this union have any Communist connections* He 
further stated that the whole union is patriotically oppoeed to all Communist 
influence* 


MOTION PICTURE PROJECTIONISTS LOCAL NO* 16* 
Affiliated with A. F. of L* 


i I.A.T.S.E* 


[Source 3-L has informed Agent that- this local is a 


group with only about 200 to 250 members* 


free from Communist connections. He further stated that there is one member, 
EDWARD LEVEGUE, who is a member of the Communist Party under the name of HER- 
BERT FORD. He stated that IZVSGUE was a member of the H.P.W.I.U. in 1934 and 
1935 and at that time was very sympathetic to Communism and later Joined the 
Communist Party and has informed that he retains his membership in the Commun- 
ist Party^X^^^ 

LABORERS AND UTILITY WORKERS LOCAL HO. 723 (I.A.T.S.E . 

Affiliated with A* F. of L * 

[Jjource 3-K has infomeajAgent that this union is one of 
the I.A.T.S.E. group and that at one time tnis union had Jurisdiction over 
utility workers and laborers in the studios, but within the last few years 


another union. 


the Studio Utility Employees Ho. 727, affiliated with the In- 


ternational Hod Carriers, Building and Common Laborers Union Of America, af- 
filiated with A. F. of L. , has taken over most of this type of workers, which 
has left this union with only about 250 to 300 members, He stated that as a 
result there is no Communist activity in the union at all as it is expected 
that sooner or later this union will voluntarily go oiit of existence* 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MUSICIANS LOCAL NO. 1+1 


^Source 3— N has reported^to the Los Angeles Bureau Office 
that this union is an affiliate of the American Federation of Labor and 
represents all organized musicians in the Los Angeles section as the bargain 
ing agency. He stated that this union is not strictly a Hollywood union but 
it aoea encompass all musicians who work in the studios in Hollywood* \ 

^Source 3-N state^t^a^tke officers of this union at th e. . 

present time are the following: J. K. (SPIKE) WALLACE, is the Pr ssidqatd*rf 
business, representative. 


JOHN G3QEN - Vice-President 


FRANK B. PENDLETON — Recording Secretary 







AL c. liters * 

JOHN U. BOYD 
H. C. GREEN 
RICHARD DICKERSON 


Financial Secretary. 

Trustee 

Trustee 

Trustee 



ZABHN bICKFOHD 
JACK BAPTISTE 
ART GINDLSft 
MAURI H. PAUL 
GEORGE H. SLOTH 


Member Board of Directors 
Member Board of Directors 
Member Board of Directors 
Member Board of Directors 
Member Board, of Directors 


The officers are also Members of the Board of Directors. 

£ Source 3-N statedrthat this union is one of the largest 
tjroups of the A.F. of L. in southern California, having a paid up membership 
of approximately 3,000. He further stated that although this organization has 
a clausa in its constitution which demands expulsion from the union of any a< 
bar or members who are Communists, who advocate Communion or any other subver- 
sive doctrines, or who engage in subversive propaganda, the union as a body 
has cooperated with known Conmunist groups in the Los Angeles locality. 

Source further stated that the Musicians Local No. 47 
from about 1937 to 1940 was conducted in a conservative manner; that JACK 
TENNEY was President of the union during that time. He stated that the union 
has a hall at 1417 Georgia Street, which is owned by the union. He further 
stated that TENNEY was elected to the California State Legislature in 1938 
and he afterward became a member of the Sam Yorty Assembly Investigating Com- 
mittee and in 1941 TENNEY succeeded YORTY in the committee which was after- 
wards known as the Tenney Legislative Investigating Committee and was also 
known as the Anti-Subversive Committee of the California State Legislature. 

Source stated that TENNEY ceased to be the President of 
the union in 1940 and J. K. 'WALLACE wasjalected to succeed him. He further 
■boated that after TENNEY went out of office aa President, WALLACE, SAM ALBERTS, 
MISCHA ALTMAN, HENRY ALBERTI, and a man by the name of 3AU became active in 
the union; that A1EERTI, ALTMAN and BAN have been identified as members of the 
Communist Party up until 1940. He stated that prior to that time ALBERTS w»s 
not known as a Communist Party member but was considered a fellow traveller. 


^Source 3-N has further stated] that the Comnunist line 
is union are expressed through its President, J. K. TALLAC 


activities of this union are expressed through its President, J. K. WALLACE 
who sits in the forefront to support the Conference of Studio Unions, which 
completely Conmunist controlled and under the leadership of HERBERT K 
KELL, a well known Communist. He further stated that the union passed 
resolution about October 1, 1942 demanding the opening of a second front. 

He further stated that Y/ALLACE as a delegate to Labors Unity ; ^6r TisJflSEV * 
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Conmittee, a Communist dominated group, rent on record as saying that his 
union had gone on record as supporting the Committee for the Care of Children 
in Wartime, a Communist sponsored group* He further stated that as an indi- 
vidual WALLACE'S name appears on a pamphlet written by DALTON TRUMBO, a well 
known Communist writer in Hollywood, as a sponsor. He further explained that 
this pamphlet was a protest against the deportation of HARK BRIDGES. He fur- 
ther stated that WALLACE, speaking for this union, has led the attack on the 
activities, of .the Anti-Subversive Committee and JACK TENNEI personally. 

(TENNEY was elected to the State Senate in the November, 1942 election.) 

Qjource 3-N further statecu that WALLACE and this union take 
credit for the establishment of the Hollywood Canteen, which behind the scenes 
is controlled by a group of Communists and fellow travellers in Hollywood. He 
stated that this canteen furnished entertainment and refreshments for the aimed 
forces without charge. He further stated that the general impression is that 
WALLACE is not a Communist Party member but he sponsors Communist activities 
and is a close associate of HERBERT K. SORRELL and has made statements for his 
union that it will support demands made by SOR RELL and his Conference of Studio 
Unions in any demands that they will make on the motion picture industry. 


STUDIO DRIVERS LOCAL UUMER 399 

[source 3-0 has 3tated"Jthat^there has been an intensive 
campaign carried on by the Communists to penetrate and overtake this union, 
a campaign which was led by known Communists, fellow travellers and sympat- 
hizers. This local union waa considered by them to be a key union in that 
roup of A.F. of L. locals not a part of the I.A.T.S.E. bloc. In this they 
ire correct for the reason that if they could succeed in capturing this group 
i would provide an important wedge to penetrate the teamsters group on the 
eat coast. 


The campaign' reached its height in 1941* At this time 
^he heads of the union, Ur. JOSEPH TUOHT,- Business Representative, and RALPH 
"{&AES, Secretary, who, with all other officials of the union, are opposed 
to radical activities, succeeded in expelling tiro* of the Communist leaders 
from the union on charges of Communism. The two leaders were GENE BRADT 
and BEN BUDUAN, whose record appears in the files of the Los Angeles Bureau 
office. 


These expulsions tended to stop activity and at the 
'eeent time it is of little importance, although there ia a sizeable group 
CoKtunists and fellow travellers in the union. However, they are strictly. , 
-wdercover and give little trouble. A 4 
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Their names are: 

^L. J. McCORUICK 

(Husband of LARUE McCOFMCK) 
ROY McKEAN 
AL CAYA 

STANLEY FARKER- . 

HARRY ALLISON— 

JOHN STRONG 
HARRY STONE — 

VERNE SPERRY 
JACK GANNON 
GOLD IS GREEK 
ADRIAN BEALL 
CHAPISS TESI 
L. D. SAMFSOt 






LEON SILVER 
FRANK TALBOT 
FLOYD PRATT " 

FRANK COLLIER 
'.VIIEY HILL 
JAMES DeSHCN " — 

CECIL BEAVER 
GEORGE COLEMAN 
(Correct name HY1HE SDE1MAN) 
VINCENT LARSEN 
JACK KSSSIEP. 

HARRY STKPJ4ESRG 
SOL GOIBBSRG 



information about these mem- 
of the union* He stated that 


£&9urce 3-0 has WLlected^ 
bers himself, personally, through other membl 
they were active in the U.3.T.G. in 1939} that they supported the Motion Pic- 
ture Democratic Committee, which was a Communist front organization. He 
stated that they also objected to the expulsion from the union of BEN BUDMAH 
and GENE BRADY because of their Communist activities. The expulsion was made 
by a vote in an open hearing of the union. AL CAYA acted as the spokesman at 
the first hearing. At the second hearing, which took place in 1941 f BRADY and 
BUDIIAK sought the advice of GEORGE SHIBLEY, an attorney at Long Beach, Cali- 
fornia who has been involved in Communist activities and is a member of the 
Lawyers Guild and whose practice is confined to individuals and organizations 
of a Communist viewpoint and the men mentioned above voted against expulsion. 
They did not support the American Peace Mobilization or other fronts outside 
their labor union. 


' - -flfe. STUDIO PLASTERERS LOCAL NUMBER 755 

— 

[^Soiree 3-P has statedjthat this union is one of the corw 
servative bloc of unions. BEN MARTINEZ is the business representative of the 
is lion and has been cooperative in combating Communist activity in the Ho lly - 
wood unions* 




/^Source 3-P has statedjthat there are no Communist activi- 
ties in this union of any consequence; tfiat the membership is limited and it 


;s not one of the larger key unions; that the membership is approximately 400* 
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Source 3-P further stated that the only members of the 
union who hew shown Communist tendencies areji^H U-) 

[rudolph parducci \ 

/ HENRI GREUTE3T \ (t l 
j HAROLD F. WILSOH J 

He further stated that their activities have been confined 
to conversations with their own union members. He further stated that this 
union's membership is composed of Italians largely and that the work which they 
do is ornamental plaster cast workvt/ 



STUDIO CARPENTERS UXAL NUMBER 946 

. “rfffSr 

/~Source 3-Q informed) Agem. that this union is apparently 
free of any outwara Communist activities. Me stated that it is an old line 
group, the members of which are for the most part men identified with the pic- 
ture industry for many years. He further stated that the membership of this 
union tended to lean toward the conservative side. He also stated that it had 
been reported that there had been some Communist agitation in the past but at 
the present time it does not show. He stated that the officers of the union 
are in no way involved in radical activity of any kind; however their position 
is one of neutrality toward Communist activity. / » 

r- 

(Source >-Q further stated) that at a meeting of this union 
in June, 1941 of various conservative heads of Hollywood unions to combat Com- 
munist activity the representatives of this group would not cooperate. Attempts 
were la-cer made to get their representatives to do so but without results* He 
further stated that the membership of this union is approximately 2,200 and that 
the position which the officers took on the situation with respect to Communists 
was one of aloofness, contending that there was no problem within the organiza- 
tion they represented. 


STUDIO UTILITY EMPIOIESS LOCAL HO. 724 

^Source 3 — R. info me dj^Agerk that the membership of this union 
is approximately 1,600 and that there is no serious attempt by the Cosmunist 
element to penetrate this group. Attempts have been made in the past but such 
attempts were entirely unsuccessful. 

Source has stated that the officials of the union are in 
no way implicated in any radical activity; in fact it is one of the organiza- 
tions in the Hollywood industry that has been aware of what has been going on 
and has consistently taken steps to prevent any Communist activity within the ^ 
ranks of the membership* , , J y i? 
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In addition to the conservative position of the 
officials another factor operates to prevent Communist activity. And that 
is that the membership is composed of common laborers who drift in and out 
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it is impossible for the Communist elements to concentrate on the members to 
build up a permanent faction. 


The officials of the union, particularly LEW HEIM , Busi- 
ness Representative, and H. C. ROHRBACH, JR., Secretary, have cooperated with 
other conservative union leaders in Hollywood unions to put down, or prevent 
Communist activity in the unions. 


HOLLTflOOD UNIONS FREE OF COMMUNIST PARTY INFLUENCE 

^Source 3-S has state^tihlt ^he following motion picture 
unions in Hollywood, California, have, so' far as he has been able to ascertain, 
remained entirely free of Communist Party Influence. Riey are the following: 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS, 

A.F. of L. LOCAL 40, Approximately 900 members 

BUILDING SERVICE ViO PEERS NO. 99 , A.F. of L. , 
approximately 500 members 





S0CET7 OF NOTION FICTURE DJTERICR DECORATORS, 
U1DEFEMDENT - approximately 250 members 

MOTION PICTURE HAIR STYLISTS GUIID - Independent 
approximately 250 members 

ARTISTS MANAGERS PJi TTh — Independent — approximately 
100 members 

SCRIPT CLERKS GUILD.- Independent - approximately 
250 members * 


UNIT MANAGERS GUILD — Independent - approximately 100 

FIRST AID MEN AND VJ01IENS UNION - Independent - approxi- 
mate 150 members 

SOCIET? OF MOTION PICTURE FHii EDITORS - Independent r\l n 
approximately 650 members ^-Av 

LSource 3-S statedjthat v two of the abo-w na»ed A.F. of L. 
.B.E.VJ. Local No. 40 which has about 900 members, an^ the Building 
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Servic* Workers No, 99 with an approximate membership of about 500, have not 
shown any activity along Communist linee as organizations. The officials of 
these unions have not been identified with any form of Communist activity 


to his knowledge. 


^Source 3-S further state a) that the seven independent 
unions named are mall groups loosely organized and have not joined with any 
other unions in any activity of any sort so far as communism is concerned. 

He stated that they function as small independent groups in efforts to better 
their working conditions. He further stated that these unions could not be 
considered key groups and it therefore appears that there has not been inteiv- 
sive concentration on them by the Communist Party, It has always been a con- 
tention of the Communist element in Hollywood that if they could get control 
of the key unions, particularly those which are a part of the Conference of 
Studio Unions and several other I.A.T.S.E. locals, not yet a part of the lat- 
ter group, they would have the situation well in hand, and then could force 
the remainder of the unions to fall in line with their wishes. 




(SNSRAL SUMMARY 

OF THE LABOR UNION SITUATION IN THE HOT.T.T‘DQD 
MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY * 

^ 

[Source 3-T has assisted) in summing up the labor union sit- 
uation as it existsln Hollywood and has pointed out the various efforts which 
have been made by the Communists and the Communist Party to get control of 
the various unions and guilds, and has gone a little farther and has shown the 
way in which the motion picture guilds and. unions have endeavored to follow 
the Communist Party line which he has stated has been “without deviation". 

He has further pointed out that while the motion picture unions and guilds are 
at the present time on the surface at least for an all out war effort, that 
one who is familiar with their tactics can readily see that the Conmunist 
Party at the present time is losing no opportunity to further the interests 
of the C oamun i st Party at the presentation. 


This summary is as follows » 


"In its attempt to take over and control the motion pic- 
ture industry in Hollywood, plans for wnich were laid down about twelve 
years ago, the Communist Party has consistently pursued policies and 
methods which were adjusted to different group interests and which varied 
in application according to the different changes in the party line of 
the Communist International (Comintern), 
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"In Hollywood there were two main lines of procedure; 
one for influencing the so-called cultural groups , writers, actors, 
artists, directors, etc., and another for penetration and the captur- 
ing control of the studio trade unions. Tactics used were not the 
same, although there was under cover coordination of all communist 
interests and controlled groups. 

_ has been shown heretofore, the initial attempt to 

enter the trade union field in the motion picture industry was the 
formation of the Motion Picture Workers Industrial Union. This union, 
although not affiliated with the Trade Union Unity League (T.U.U.L.), 
was set up along the same lines of that basic communist organization 
and had the same object in view. 

"At the time of the formation of the M.P.W.I.U. in 1934 
the line of the Communist Party was to form independent unions, mould 
them into revolutio nary unions and work for the eventual overthrow of 
capitalist democracy by means of violent revolution. 

"This line of the Communist Party is clearly laid down 
in THE COMMUNIST, the official monthly organ of the Communist Party of 
the United States for June 1930, at Page 509, where it is stated:- 

•Yle should keep in mind that the Party has also at 
its disposal other organizations, schools of the 
class struggle, scnools of Communist strategy and 
tactics, .where it can and in fact should recruit 
workers by the thousands who are insufficiently pm- 
pared, and in need of preliminary schooling. Such 
are, first of all, the revolutionary trade unions. 1 

Again, on page 512 it stated: 

'The TUUL is an Independent leader in the economic . 
struggles of the working class. It is an uncompromis- 
ing foe of the A.F. of L, Its task is to mobilize the 
masses, win them to its side, embrace them organiza- 
tionally within its own folds and to destroy the A.F. 
of L. * 

"This was the first method of penetration of the Holly- 
wood motion picture industry by way of the Motion Picture Workers In- 
dustrial Union which was completely Communist dominated and which fol- 
lowed the Communist Party line Implicitly. 
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"At the Seventh World Congress of the Communist Inter- 
national held in Moscow July 25th to August 20th, 1935* at which Congress 
EARL BROWDER was one of the delegates from the United States, a decision 
was made to alter the methods and tactics of the icrld Conmunist movement* 
What was called at that time the ’United Front’, later called the ’Popular 
Front’, was set up* All the various Communist parties throughout the 
world were ordered to conform and change their methods and tactics* 

"In the trade union field this united front tactic called 
for the abandonment of revolutionary tactics, substituting therefor the 
boring-from-within process whereby all Communists were to join and work 
within the then existing trade unions, which meant in the United States 
the American Federation of Labor* They were to try and capture the lead- 
ership and key positions in the unions and bend the organizations over 
to the Communist Party Line which had now become ’support of bourgeois 
dmaocracy, opposition to fascism, etc.'. This change in the Co nmun ist 
Party line was determined by the foreign policy of the Soviet union which 
was then advocating 'collective security' against the tendency toward 
fascism* 


"This line for action of Conmunist a in trade unions was 
laid down by GEORGE DHUTROF, head of the Conmunist International, at 
this Congress as follows: 



'Hence, the main task of the Communist Parties of the 
West at the present time is to develop the campaign 
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to its consummation; to see to it that all Communists, 
without exception, join the trade unions, there to 
work systematically and patiently to strengthen the 
solidarity of the forking class in its fight against 
capital, and thus attain the conditions that will 
enable the Communist Parties to rely upon the trade 
unions*' (Report Vt DHCTTR0F to Seventh World Con- 
gress - Page A4) * " 


"EARL BROWDER, on his return to the United States from 
this Congress, repeated this formula at the Novaaber (1935) Plenum of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the United States, as 
follows: 


•The Seventh World Congress formulated a new tactical 
line because new conditions have arisen, not because 
the old line was wrong* The Coanunista are Marxists, 
Leninists and Stalinists* We adopt such tactics as 
best suit the concrete conditions. We will adopt new 
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tactics ^g %in whan changing conditions d 
fThat Communists do not change, of course* is their 
strategic aim— the prol etarian revolution and social— 
Naturally, the Seventh Tforld Congress made no 
change in that at all. On the contrary* it equipped 
the working class vanguard with such a tactical line 
as will enable then to fight most effectively for 'this 
ai . m in the present world conditions. 1 

(BROTHER'S report - Page 6) 




"Then, respecting the trade union situation, specifically, 
BROTHER had this to report: 


»Our party faces a great responsibility in the pre- 
sent traae union situation...* ....... .in order more 
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the organization of the unorganized Communists, those 
who are eligible but have not yet joined the trade 
unions. Alx party organizations must consider it 
one of their tasks to bring the Communists into the 
organized trade union movement. ' 


(Pages 53-5/f, BROTHER Report) 



"As a result of this decision of the Seventh ITorld Con- 
gress held in Moscow, Russia, and the subsequent report of EARL BROTHER 
to the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the United States, 
the Motion Picture Yforkers Industrial Union of Hollywood, a revolutionary 
trade union, was quietly dissolved in February, 1936, and all Connmnist 
Party members, fellow travellers and sympathizers obediently went over 
and joined the then existing A.F. of L. unions in the Hollywood motion 
picture industry and began to work according to instructions based upon 
the Moscow decisions. 

"Then followed the various maneuverings heretofore de- 
scribed the formation of such groups as Conference of Motion Picture 

Arts and Crafts (COMPAC), United Studio Technicians Guild (USTG), 
Conference of Studio Unions, and a host of smaller groupings, all of 
which was aetermined by the Communist Party line. 


"During this period and up to the signing of the STALIN- . 
HITLER pact on August 23, 1939, the Communist Party made tremendous ^ 
strides both in capturing unions and gaining influence all through the y 
motion picture industry* Concealing their identity by pretending sup- 
port of democracy, registering politically as members of. the Democratic 
party, and carrying out the Trojan horse tactics of 
national, their influence spread among the rank and file 
unions. 
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"Howe Ter, with the announcement of the STALIN— HITLER 
pact there waa a lull in the progress* For the duration of that 
pact, August 23, 1939 to June 22, 19A1, the Communists confined their 
operations In the unions mainly to collective bargaining for the menk- 
bers, dropping the outward Communist political agitation almost com- 
pletely. Politically, they were in very bad odor. But however, this 
bad odor affected them politic ally they retained their hold on the un- 
ion groups because the Hollywood motion picture producers, through 
"their labor representative, PAT CASEY, favored the Communist controlled 
unions. This enhanced the prestige of the Communist controlled leader- 
ship ihich was thereby enabled to hold on during that rough period* 

"The change in the Communist Party line that came with 
this signing of the STALIN-KITLER pact on August 23i 1939, a change 
which demanded that Communists abandon support of democracy as exempli- 
fied by the Popular Front, and work for isolation, oppose national de- 
fense, conscription, Lease-Lend aid to Britain, in affect give aid and 
comfort as far as possible to Nazi Germany and the Axis powers, was fol- 
lowed by the Communist controlled Hollywood unions cautiously* They took 
the then Communist position that it was an imperialist war and America 
should have none of it. But this line was followed in a very cloudy and 
ambiguous manner. However, some of the unions went so far as to support 
the American Peace Mobilization* 




"In the main, however, such support was an individual 
matter with some of the leaders of the Communist persuasion within the 
unions. But it vms very limited for the reason that it is an important 
part of Communist strategy that Communist union leaders must always be 
protected from exposure. They are instructed to confine their activi- 
ties mainly to their union affairs, particularly during a period when 
the party is under such fire as it was uuring the period of the HXTIZR- 
STALIN pact. The party line was carried more openly at this time by the 
cultural groups, and "front" organizations with which many of the Commun- 
ists were working secretly. _ 

"With HITLER'S attack on Russia on June 22, 19A1, a new 
period was ushered in. The change in the position of Soviet Russia and 
its subsidiary, the Communist International, from one of collaboration 
with the Axis powers to one of antagonism, and the subsequent alliance 
of Russia with Great Britain and the United States was immediately re- 
flected in the union activities of the Hollywood motion picture indus- 
try. 


"From a position of opposition to the war in every 
spect, the Communist controlled groupa now suddenly became violently 
patriotic and began shouting for all-out support of democracy, the war 
national defense, second front, and in favor of everything thAT.lHUr\F <1 
condemned just a few weeks before* This is the situation as 
vails at this time* 
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"And it is on this situation which the Communist Party 
relies to eventually control and dominate the Hollywood studio unions. 

By assuming the garb of ultra patriotism, giving all support to every 
project for national defense and taking part in all efforts to prose- 
cute a successful end to the war, it is outwardly going along with 
the tide. But at the same time it is working feverishly undercover to 
build the party influence, recruit members into its tranks and to take 
' “ advantage of every channel and avenue to build membership and influence. 

"In this it, the Communist Party, is following out the 
basic principle of the Seventh V.'orld Congress of the Communist Inter- 
national, which ZARL 3R0VJDER clearly stated in his report on this Con- 
gress given at Madison Square Garden in New York City, on October 3rd* 
1935, when he stated: 

'If, nevertheless, war breaks out, it is their duty 
to work for its speedy termination, and to strive 
with all their might to utilize the economic and po- 
litical crisis produced by the war, to rouse the po- 
litical consciousness of the masses of the people and 
thereby hasten the downfall of capitalist class rule. 1 

(BRO',TOZR»S report - Page 7) 

"The tactics pursued by the Communists and fellow travel- 
lers within the Hollywood unions, and the cultural groups as well, are, 
at the present time, not easily distinguishable. Masking their efforts, 
as has been said, behind an all-out war effort, they are utilizing all 
their forces in work among the thousands of workers in all categories. 
Their activities take the form of agitation for the second front, Russian 
relief, sympathy for the Soviet aystmu of government, freedom for India, 
negro equality, defense of HARRY ERU3GES, pressure to have Communists 
placed on the *,7ar Manpower Commission, Civilian Defense, Rationing 
3oards, and all government appointed agencies, entertainment of and pro-- 
pagan da among the armed forces, etc. etc. All this is part of the Commun- 
ist Party line at this time. 


"All attempts to capture leadership and key positions in 
the unions by the usual tactics of slander, innuendo and false accusa- 
tions against the conservative leaders have been temporarily abandoned. 
In their place have been substituted the program activities mentioned 
above and an approach to these conservative leaders for cooperation with 
the Communist Party line. lfL o 
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“In this program the Communist a in the unions have the 
fullest support from the cultural groups, writers, actors, directors 
and the Hollywood '’intelligentsia 1 ' generally who follow the Communist 
Party line. These latter have great influence and prestige. Of all 
groups in the Hollywood sector these cultural groups are the most sus- 
ceptible to Communist influence. Having greater latitude as theore- 
ticians and artists their necks are generally found to be much farther 
out than those of the Communist trade unionists who are instructed to 
play a much closer game. 

"To summarize the present union situation in Hollywood 
it must be stated that while the campaign to takeover the remaining 
unions from the top, not yet under Communist control, has now been 
halted, the foundations lor a future coup by the Comaunist Party, its 
fellow travellers and sympathizers is now being laid. Utilizing the 
position and prestige of Soviet Russia in the war effort, the Communist 
Party is building a strong following among all departments of the motion 
picture industry, a feat not particularly difficult at this time due to 
the peculiarities of the industry, its strong racial factors and foreign 
ties. 

"Due to the war situation the picture may appear confus- 
ing; but it will become somewhat clearer if it is borne in mind that the 
leaders of the Communist International have stated many times with au- 
thority, that 'support of bourgeois democracy is not a principle; on the 
contrary, it is only a tactic to be applied under certain conditions.* 
This principle is clearly set iorth in the report of EARL BROKER quoted 
above. 


"The tremendous influence of Hollywood and the motion pic- 
ture on the ways and customs of the people of the United States and the 
world must not be underestimated. The Communist International has under- 
stood this for many years and has been laying plane accordingly. It is 
fully aware of this influence and_for that reason has concentrated on both 
the trade unions and the cultural departments. 

\ 

"On the surface the increasing influence of the Communist 
Party and its fellow travellers is not so apparent, amalgamated as it is 
with the war effort. But behind the scenes this influence is growing and 
has now become so strong that it is able to influence the type of picture 
being made, or prevent anything being put into a picture which is consid- 
ered contrary to the Conouniet Party line* 
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"Despite all protestation* by the Communists and their 
fellow travellers that they now stand for complete support of democratic 
processes, that they are for ail-out support of the war, and despite 
the fact that they now appear in the .garb of ardent American patriots, 
they are working furiously behind the scenee to build the party and its 
influence in order that they may render service to the Soviet Union and 
its foreign policy, even though that policy should lead to direct antag- 
onism to the interests of the goverment of the United States* 

"This principle is clearly understood by all members of 
the Communist Party and trusted fellow travellers. It was clearly 
stated by EARL BRD’TDER in his speech in U.adison Garden, Mew York City, 
on October 3rd, 1935, quoted above* 

"A statement made by a Communist of some importance in 
the Los Angeles section, EUGENE UNDER, within the last thirty days, 
to the effect that they expected, within the next five years, to bring 
about the proletarian revolution, is indicative of the party position* 


Source 3-T has stated that LINDER has been a Communist 
Party member since 1934, at which time he attended meetings at Unit J-6, 
Hollywood Sub-section. He further stated that in 1937 LINDER made a trip 
to Russia in company with one GIBBS, and attorney TITO GALLAGHER joined them 
or at least joined LINDER in Europe and toured several countries of Europe 
with LINDER. He stated that on LINDER’S return to the Unitea States he de- 
livered a series of lectures on the advantages of the Soviet union and the 
justice of Communism./ 1 ^/ /U- ) '• 


Source further stated that LINDER was the chairman of 
tr.e Saturday Discussion Club, a Communist propaganda forum which holds meet- 
ings in Clifton's Cafeteria on Olive Street in Los Angeles, at the sane time 
that he, LINDER, was employed on the Adult Educational Project of the Work* 
Projects Administration, ijj ' ’yJ) 

' v v> “' ' 

[Source >»T stateajthat LINDER £aught sociology and ec<^ 
nomics at the Belmont, Fairfax, and Hollywood high schools in Los Angeles, 
as well as at several so-called discussion clubs and open forums and various 
women's clubs* 





V 



<) 



IUFUTRATIGil .AND COiMT.IIST CONTROL IN TH5 SO-CALLSD 
CULTURAL. POLITICAL. PROPAGANDA AND FRONT CRGAKIZA^ 

TIQHS H. : THE IIQTIQK PICTURE INDUS Tig IN 

Homxop 

The first section of this report dealt with the infiltra- 
tion of Communists and Communist influence and control into the labor unions 
and guilds "in the motion picture industry in Hollywood, California. 

This, the second section of this report,fdeals -with the 
control and attempted control by the Communist Party of the U.3.A. under gen- 
eral directives from the Communist Party of the Soviet Union over certain 
groups of directors, writers, actors, actresses and highly paid technicians, 
the so-called intellectuals employed in the motion picture industry in Holly- 
wood. £The purpose of this control is to utilize the motion picture as a po»- 
erful instrument of propaganda and cause the production of pictures which will 
serve the interests of "the foreign policy of the Soviet Union throughout the 
world. J 


CQE&iUNIST CULTURAL ACTIVITIES IN HQLLZfTDOD 

[Source 3-0, who was a member of the Communist Party in 
Hollywood for a number of years andvwnohas been very active in Hollywood ac- 
tivities for many years, has statecJffonac the Communist cultural entry into 
Hollywood was not a spontaneous movement by certain persons in the industry 
>vho v/ere in sympathy with "social causes" and who, living in an artificial 
world of make-believe wished a vicarious thrill by playing at being the 
dreaded revolutionary in real life, on the contrary this program of Communist 
infiltration of the Hollywood motion picture industry with the object of tak- 
ing over and influencing it in the interests of the Communist vorld revolution, 
was planned in 1934 and thoss plans were laid far afield from the local scene. 
This is not to say that some of those who later became involved in Communist 
activities among the cultural groups in the industry were not romantic dabblers 
- iferwhat haa become since about 1936 a sojft of fad with the intelligentsia of 
the film world, but that group of Communist Party ^heel horses which has been 
working constantly in the interests of the Communist Party and Communism, is 
in dead earnest, and when properly understood in the light of its place and 
functions as part of a gigantic ’.to rid conspiracy, there can be no denial that 
it has been extremely successful. 

In an attempt to measure the progress of Communist activi- 
ties and influence in the motion picture industry, it must be done by keeping 
in mind the role to bs played, which is to influence the minds and emotions, 
of the great masses of people of the United States and the r,orld. C^gJ^feAso 
be remembered that here in the United States alone the motion gM^erw^saches 
approximately 85,000,000 people each week, that being the average weekly at- 
tendance. ^While there has been an Immense program of infiltration into the 
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studio labor unions, as has been shown, it is among the intellectuals, par- 
ticularly* the writers, directors, actor3 and artists, the so-called cultural 
field, where most progress has been made and where Communist sympathy and 
influence is the strongest and most far-reaching J and this is only natural. 

Tor, despite all claims and pretensions that Communism as propagated by the 
world Communist Internationale (Comintern) is a ''workers’ movement” and meant 
to fyea the "toiling masses" from the wage slavery of capitalism ana its opera- 
tions, in reality this is not true, and never v.-as . The Communists, and all 
radical movements, in fact, are movements led by frustratea and satiated intel- 
lectuals who, under the guise of liberating the working classes, seek to set 
themselves up as a privileged class in a new society of which they will be the 
directing heads. 


The makers of the Russian Revolution in 1917, the model 
for Communists everywhere, were all intellectuals — they never worked a day in 
their lives at manual labor. This fact is proven further when we see the 
Communist leacers of labor unions here in the United States as intellectuals, 
or striving to be such. The reason for this is that what is called Uarxiam, 
Leninism, and Stalinism — a combination of terras used by Communists everywhere— 
is based on theory, ana that theory calls for intensive intellectual concen- 
tration. It is only from this basis of reasoning that the Communist activities 
of the highly paid waiters, directors, actors and artists, whose salaries in 
many cases amount to thousands of dollars a week, can ce explained. This atti- 
tude is borne out by the statement of LAURA CURT to the State District Attorney 
in los .Angeles in 1940 when she stated; 

"Tfe attendea a housewarming in the none of HS3SI 
GAnAGEN ana 1SLVYU DOUGLAS at which there were a number offscreen 
people present. iTe complimented Hiss GAHAG2N on their home and 
she said, don’t ioiow why we put so much money in it because when 
revolution comes we will lose it all, and the revolution is bound 
to come because conditions in this country are so terrible it is iiw 
_ evitable.’ " - 

jrhe initial move of the CommurtLst Internationale to get 
control over international artists, writers and those in the creative fields 
of the arts began about the year 1930. The necessity for this action had long 
been recognized in the Soviet Union as a policy of the state to control the 
minds of the people. But it was not until 1930 that the international struc- 
ture, the Communist Internationale (Comintern) was delegated to make this 

[ program everywhere throughout the world. It was in this year that the inter- 
national union of revolutionary writers , which has had such tremendous influ- 
ence on writers In the United states, held a congress in Kharkov, Russia. 3 
The effects of this congress, attended by delegates from the United States, 
are apparent right now in Hollywood, [llany of the writers now *eiaployed 
Hollywood motion picture industry were schooled in the or;:aM'a&tiQ ^»^lffiT|> i^ 
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sprang from this congress, and those writers Yrho were so schooled are still 
carrying on for the Communist Party as vigorously as ever.} 

[About this same time, that is in 1930, another organiza- 
tion was set up in the Soviet Union. It was called the International Union 
of P.evo lutio nary Theatre . The headquarters were in LIoscow. It likewise was 
the parent oi’ a multitude of suo-organizations in the United States called 
"!7orkers' Theaters”, "Theater Groups", "Little Theater", and others. All of 
these- projects were under the fim control of the Communist Party. ^ 


The president of this international union of revolution- 
ary theatre was HEINRICH TLTiSL.'T, o'neater director in Russia. Others of 
influence were: 


PEARL ATTACEEVA 
ANATOLI C3IZB0R 
SERGEI EISSHSTEIIL 
Z3T.T2! PI3CAT0R 
SERGI TESKAKGV 

chan nm: 

JAI IZIDA 

\ 

All of the above are Russians and are internationally . 
known in theatrical circles as being authorities on theatre end theatre busi- 
ness. The plans of this group were to set up in the United States schools 
of the theater patterned alter those of ’SYZRBQIT and STANISLAVSKI , Russian 
authorities on the use of the theater as a vreapon ior revolutionary propaganda. 
Such vf'-re the plans laid down' in Moscow, Russia to be sponsored by the Coionun- 
ist Party in the United States. 


Shortly after this International Union of P.evo lutio nary 
Theatres was set up in Russia, there sprang up in the United States in all 
the major cities a multitude of so-called "theater groups"* There were such 
organizations as: _ 

"Theater of Action's 

"ARTEF" 

"Theater Collective" 

"Chicago Group Theater" 

"New Theater Players of Hollywood" 

"Negro People Theaters of the South" 

"Rebel Players" 


All of the above groups were under Communist Party control 
and followed the pattern of the "Revolutionary Theater" as above stated. There 
were also set up at the same time the following: 

< ■/ 

j 
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"Film and Photo League 1 * 
"Workers Dance League" 


These two latter organizations at their inception were 
separated from the theater groupe but they also were Communist inspired and 
controlled. 


In April, 1932 the Communist leaders in Hew Tork called a 
national theater conference. It was composed of delegates from all of the 
aforementioned groups. At this conference there was created what was called 
the LEAGUE OF WORKERS "HEATER. This league brought together all groups into 
one- centrally controlled organization and was known as the American section 
of the International Union of Revolutionary Theatre. It published a magazine 
called "The Workers* Theater" . 

In 1934 the name of the League of 'Workers' Theater was 
changed to the N FXf THEATRE TEACUE and the magazine was re-named "New Theater". 
The structure and Communist control remained. It was the same set up under a 
new name. 


Previous to this change in names there had been very little 
attention paid to the Hollywood motion picture industry but now that sound wae 
introduced and the talking motion picture was fir mly established which was 
changing the technique of the motion picture to one more adaptable for propa- 
ganda purposes, the Communist Party began an intensive campaign to penetrate 
the industry. 


The consolidation of all of these theater groups into one 
organization with its headquarters in Hew York made it possible to direct all 
activities more efficiently. This supervision of all of these group theater 
activities which were in effect schools for writer, actors, directors, artists, 
etc., many of whom later were employed in Hollywood was successful and as a 
result the initial infiltration in Hollywood was mainly from this source. 



MATTfiNAT. KTTCUTIVE * BOARD OF THE KBT THEATER LEAGUE - 1935 


ANITA BLACK' 
PHILLIP BARBER 
JOHN BQHte- . 
BEN HT- Aft* 
VICTOR CUTISR 


TOUT KRABER 
JCjjN HOWARD LATEON 


WILL LEE 
MARK MARVIN 
ALBERT MALXZ 


HARRY ELION 
j/' ALICE EVANS— 

ben goidm 

ANNE HOVE 
hen Harm 

HERBERT ’{LINE 


LISTON OAK. 
ROBERT RHfi£ 
GEORGE 3 
AUGUSTUS 
MOLLY DAI 



[THATCHER 






NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 


STANLEY HERI3HAW 
ALBERT BEUI 

J. 0. BAILEY 
LORETTO BAILET 

K. BUCHHAID 
MICHAEL BLANKFORT 

3APHETT H. CLARK - 

CHERYL CRAV/FOHD- 

H. L. DANA 
'.'ALTER ITLITCHARD EATON 
RANDOLPH EDCHCS^ 
JOSEPH FRLSAAir^ 
VIRGIL GEDDES 
iHCHASL GO ID 

HORDES AI GORELIK 

A. T. HD BAN 
LANGSTON HUGHES* 


ELIA KAZAN 1' 
ALFRED KEZYL30RG 
KELVIN P. LEVY 
I7TU.TAK E. LEONARD 
ROSE KcCIENDON 
SAMUEL ORKITZ 
CLIFFORD flDETS 
PAUL PETERS 
PAUL ROBESON 
CONRAD SIIER 
BENNO SCHNEIDER 
GEORGE SKLAR 
LEE STRASBERG 
PAUL SIFTON • 

CLARA SIF TON 
PHILLIP STEVENSON 
• IEI2I SHIPPER 


Editorial Staff oJ "New Theater" 


HERBERT KLINE 
GEORGE F r :r: r r o r r 
EIEANOR FLSXNSE 
VICTOR V2DLE5QN 
ROBERT STEBBUiS 
EDNA OCKO 
BEN BLAKE 
DAVID CRYSTAL 


Editor 

Managing Editor 
Assistant Managing Editor ^ 
Drama 
Films 
Danes 

European Editor 
Business Manager 


Associates 


L. BERMAN 
DOROTHY D ANNIN 
STEPHEN FOSTER 
LED T. KUR7JITZ 
JAY LEYDA 
PAY IDDLOYf 
JOHN MAKEPEACE 
IIARi: MARVIN • 
LOUIS KOHDZN 
NORMA ROLAH) 


MURIEL P.UCKSYSER 
ELIZABETH HUSKEY 
MAT SAUNTERS 
AUGUSTUS SMITR-^ 
ROBERT STECK 

( JIM STERN 
NORMAN STEVENS — 
MOLLY DAY THATCHER 
DORIS YAHKAURER 
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While the above lists of names represent all sections of 
the Unitec Spates, among them will be found some that are now employed in Holly- 
wood and carrying on activities which are in tune with the Communist Party line. 
They are the following: 

x 

HEP-35RT XT.TTJE. Director, Communist Party member, associated 
with JOHN SIZE SEEK. Now in Mexico City making a picture. 

JOHK HD?? ARP LAWSON . writer, member of League of American 
V.'riters and a Conmunist Party member. 

^^LBZRT MALTL . writer, member of the League of American 
Writers and a Communist Party meaber. 

AIEHT-T 3EIN . writer, member of the League of American 
V.’riters, member of the tiew Theater League and a fellow traveller. 


MICHAEL BIwtIJKPOHT. v/riter, oaaber of the League of Ameri- 
can Tiriters, and a member of the Communist Party. 

» *fAHGSTOK HUGHES, writer, a member of the League of Ameri- 
can V.'riters and a member of the Communist Party. 

SAMUEL OPlilTZ . writer, member of the League of American 
YJriters, a manber of the American Peace Mobilisation and many other front or- 
ganizations, and a member of the Communist Party for many years. 

i /C LIFFORD ODETS, writer, a /Ember of the League of American 
Writers, active in the American Peace Mobilisation and a member of the Commun- 
ist Party. 


PAUL rsTmS. writer, a manber of the League of American 
Writers and a fellow traveller. * 

""' 'PAUL ROBESON, actor and singer. Very active in American 
Peace Mobilisation and a member of the Communist Party. 


31NNQ SCHNEIDER, director, an ardent fellow traveller. 

GEORGE SIILAR. writer, a member of the League of American 
Writers, very active in American Peace Mobilization and an active member of 
the Communist Party. 


J JAY LEYPA, director, member of the American Peace Mobilize*- 
tion; at the present time directing the picture "Mission to Moscow", and an 
ardent aan.be r of the Communist Party. 
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Others now in Hollywood connected with the motion picture 
industry who were affiliated with or supported the activities of the Mew Theater 
league, a re the followings — ' 

DUDLEY KICHOIS, writer and director, member of the League 
of American Writers and a fellow traveller* 

/^EQIA BROTHERS SHORE, writer, member of the League of 
ndarican Writers, and a very active member of the Communist Party. 


MARC BUTSSTETK, writer and composer, member of the 
League of American Writers, member of the American Peace Mobilization. 




COLE, writer, member of the League of American 


Writers, member of the American Peace Mobilization and an active member of 
the Communist Party. 


/LTLT.IAK KETJ?lTAK» writer, a amber of the League of American 
Writers, a member of the American Peace Mobilization, an active member of the 
Communist Party, and the wife of ARTHUR KC3ER. 


ARTHUR KOBER , writer, member of the League of American 
Writers, manber of the American Peace Mobilization, a member of the Communist 
Party and the husband of LILLIAN HEUIIAN. 


IS3TER KOENIG, writer, member of the League of American 
Writers and a fellow traveller. ■ 


Herbert 


BT BIBEHMAN. director, Los Angeles director of the 
American Peace Mobilization; picketed the White House until a few days before 
HITLER attacked STALIN on June 22, 1941; a member of the Conmunist Party. 


* / QRSQN WELLES . writer and director, a member of the League 
of American Writers, a member of the American Peace Mobilization; active in 
the HARRY BRIDGES defense committee. 


✓ lEWIS rnTJgSTQNE, director and a fellow traveller. 

^ HERMAN SHUWTEIN, director, manber of the American Peace 
Mobilization and a member of the Communist Party. 

JOHN CROMWELL, director, a fellow traveller. 

filLLIAM DlETRRTE. director, and a member of the Communist 


Party. 


-cettesstRAL 
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w ^FJvMK TUTTIE, director, a member or the League of American 
?«riters, a amber of the American Peace Mobilization, and a member of the Com- 
munist Party. 


KING VTDQR, director, fellow traveller who follows the 
Communist Party line aroently. 


-u.ne. 


line. 


JORIS IVEU5, director, follower of the Communist Party 
\J PAHS IQRHIITZt director, a follower of the Communist Party 
y Z*_ EDWARD "^MUBSRG, actor, a member of the American Peace 


Mobilization and an ardent maaber of the Communist Party* 


JOHN GARFTFrrn, actor, a fellow traveller and an ardent 
follower of the Communist Party line. 


MAURICE CAKN0V5KY. actor, a fellow traveller and a follower 
of the Communist Party Line. 

ROLAN BOHKEK. actor; follower of the Communist Party line. 

FRANCES FABrER, actress, fellow traveller. 

GAIE S0ND5RGAARD . actress, member of the American Peace 
Mobilization and a member of the Communist Party. 

JOHN writer, member of the League of American 

Writers, a teacher in the writers school, and a follower of the Communist 
Party line. 


IRWIN SHAW, writer, member of the League of American 
Writers, sponsor of Contemporary Theater, and a follower of the Communist 
party line. 


FREDERIC MARCH, actor; very active in the Mooney defense 
committee; a member of the Communist Party.. 

FLORENCE EJ DREDGE , actress, member of the Hollywood Anti- 
Nazi League and a manber of the Communist Party. 

DONALD OGDEN STEWART, writer, member 

American Writers and former president of that organization.vMA'member of the 
Hollywood Anti-Nazi League; very active member of the American Peace Mobili- 
zation, and a member of the Communist Party. 
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zation, and a 



actor; a member of the American Peace Liobili- 
mo follows the Coaaunist Party line. 


►’' jjQ.'HL STA1U3R , actor; nanber of the Hoilyvrooa Anti-Nazi 
League, a member of the League for Peace and Democracy, and a memoer of the 
Communist Party. 


in Mexico City. 


APT SMITH. a follower of the Communist Party line; now 


JEAN MUIR , actress; member of the MoH.tjooq Anti-i!azi 
League, and follower of the Communist Party line. 

ROUBSN LL'AIQUIIAM , director; member of the "oil,, wood Anti- 
Nazi League and other fronts and a fellow traveller. 


The above described activity of the Communist Party operat- 
ing through the New Theater League and its offshoots is by no means the extent 
of its activity in the Hollywood cultural section. It will be seen in reports 
on separate organizations heretofore mace and hereinafter _iven, thatji the per- 
sons mentioned in connection with the New Theater League appear in each and 
every one of tne numerous front organizations ana Communist controlled labor 
unions and O roups sponsored by the cultural groups and labor unions. Instead 
of being a group here and a O roup there operating separately, it is an inter- 
locking system Jwith tentacles in every organization, political, cultural, 
front, or labor unions, all activities of which stem from the spearhead, the 
Communist Farty. 


The method of operation, the tactics for infiltration, 
and the general procedure as described abore are basically the same in all of 
the work of the Communist Party, whether jit be in Hollywood, labor unions, 
i^jpnt organizations, local, state or national government, or social groups. 
The' general line is laid down in Moscow, the national groups carry it out 
through the netwrk where it eventually takes effect in every section of the 
world. The changes in the party line are reflected in the United States 
nationally ana locally with an incredible efficiency. 


As an example of this which v;e have seen the elimination 
of the Hollywod Anti-Nazi League, the program of which was one of opposition 
to i'aziism, and support of the democratic processes, ana the almost immediate 
substitution of the Hollywood League for Democratic Action, the program of which 
was just the reverse. This change from one organization to another was deter- . y k 
mined by the foreign policy ox the Soviet Union which changed with the consum-' \p 
nation of the STALH:-HITL-El pact, august 23, 1939. It will eljd be noted from 
separate reports hereinafter that the same officials of the Hollywood Anti-Nazi 
League were the same as they were for the Hollywood League for Democratj fi fi-A®y; 
tion. “ 
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The Hollywood motion picture industry is and has been, as 
it will be seen, one of the outstanding barometers of change in the Communist 
Party line. 


ooKTBcopjarr theatre, eicorporatsd 

(Communist Front Organisation) 

r ro 

? [Smirce 3-v, who is familiar with the Communist build-up in 

Hollywood has statedytriat with the setting up of the NEW THEATRE IEAGUE in 1934, 
and the publication' of its official magazine, the "New Theatre", and the sub- 
sequent creation of the Hollywood Chapter of the LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS in 
the spring of 1935, the real penetration of the Hollywood motion picture indus- 
try by the comaunist party began. 



The publication of a series of sensational article? dealing 
with certain prominent personages in and out of the picture industry in this 
magazine, ■•New Theatre", drew the attention of all Hollywood intellectuals to 
Communist methods and ideology. The most sensational of these articles was one 
, "The Sacred Cow of Hollywood". This was a vicious, unwarranted and almost ob- 
scene attack on ICUELLA PARSONS, a Hollyvrood correspondent and columnist. In 
the article she was painted as a servile hireling of Ur. WILLIAM PuANDOLPK HEAEST 
who was then, and still is, the bogey man of the American Comnunists • This ar- 
ticle was published in the August, 1935, number of the "New Theater". So sen- 
sational was the article that in some cases copies of the magazine sold fcr as 
much as five dollars. The author of the article which was signed "JOEL FAITH" 
was reported to be one CHARLES (CHUCK) DAGGETT, then a reporter on a theatrical 
trade paper, "Variety". 


Some few months previously the lirst American Writers Con- 
gress was held in New York City, April 1935. Out of this congress came the 
Hollywood Chapter of the League of American YJriters* At this first congress 
EARL BRQYiDER, l£ICHAEL GQID and other top Communist functionaries were in atten- 
dance and practically guided the proceedings. The foregoing events were the 
initial stimuli that brought about the rush of so many of the Hollywood intel- 
Lgentsia to join the ranks of the revolution, as interpreted by the Communist 
Party at that time. (As part of the Communist Party program, and under the aus— * 
pices of the New Theatre League, tnere was set up in Hollywood an organization 
called "C0:rr3J0?uARY THEATRE, IHCOPJOFJYTED". J/The headquarters were located at 
2905 Sunset Boulevard. (jjuO 

[The aims and purposes of CONTEUPOIART THEATRE, HICCRPORATEDj 
v.ere officially stated as follows in a prospectus dated March 8, 1936s 


"The Contemporary Theatre is building the New Theatre 
in Los Angeles— a theatre with a progressive, artistic ana social out- 
look. It is a non-profit cooperative enterprise of playtTights, actors, 
technicians and audience. We arefdevoted to the production of the best * 


ewftotsfiw. 


o 


( , 


« 


available plays dealing with the struggles and conflicts of our 
times. 


"We believe that vital drama and vital theatre must 
meet squarely the ideas and forces that determine human existence. 

"The vigorous theatre of the past interpreted man’s 
struggle against fete, the disasters of nature; his efforts to break 
through restricting moral codes. The stage interpreted these forces 
and involved its audience in the struggle to conquer them. 

"Today the theatre faces the tumultuous drama of a 
whole society struggling against the chaos of the world. Today a 
vigorous theatre must dramatize the deep-going conflicts of our times, 
the economic, emotional and cultural problems that confront the ma- 
jority of the people. 

"The Contemporary Theatre is dedicated to such a pur^ 
pose* Its plays will speak directly to this majority whose lives are 
usually ignored or caricatured on the stage, 

"We believe that the powerful sweep of the NSW THEATRE 
movement which is profoundly rooted in the lives and struggles of all 
those who work for wages, carries along with it the seed of history in 
the making which is indeed of momentous interest to every theatre work- 
er and every theatre-goer* Audiences demand rich, mature and indigenous 
plays of American life, and the Contemporary Theatre in its work intends 
to give these to them." 

While the foregoing program announced publicly, taken at 
its face value is rather innocuous and mild, the same prospectus from which it 
was taken recommended such plays as: 

"PEACE ON EARTH", by GEORGE SKLAR and ALBERT HA1TZ, 
which had a run of five weeks in Los Angeles, This 
play is described as a powerful "anti-war drama". 

It was definitely revolutionary in content and fol- 
lowed the Communist Party line at that time, 

"5AHLRS OF CATTARO", by FREDERICK ?»LF. This play 
also was revolutionary and in one scene portrayed an 
actual uprising. 

"Waiting for Lefty", "Awake and Sing", "Paradise Lost", 
and "Until the Day We Die", all by CLIFFORD ODETS. All 
four of these plays are in the carae-category, that of 
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following the Communist Party line* They speak for 
themselves* 

GEORGS SKLAR, AIBERT MAITZ and CLIFFORD ODETS are all manbers 
of and active in the League of American Writers and have followed the Com- 
munist Party line for many years. SKLAR and HALTZ signed the call for the 
Fourth Writers Congress, which was an endorsement of the American Peace Mo- 
bilization. FREDERICK YJOIF is a foreign revolutionary writer, an Austrian, 
and known internationally as a supporter of Coioaunist causes* 

The Hollywood sponsors of C ONTEMPORARY THEATRE, INCORPORATED 

were: 





/ DOROTHY PARKER - 'I'riter and Member of the League of American 

Writers, long a fellow traveller 

"^HERMAN SHUULIN - Now a Hollywood Director. Formerly a Broadway 

producer. He has long been a close follower 
of the Comnunist Party end its political line; 
was endorser of the American Peace Mobilization. 


✓HERBERT BIBERMAN-A Hollywood screen director, long identified 
with the Conmunist movement j was. West Coast 
Director of the American Peace Mobilization, 
and was picketing the White House almost at 
the time HITLER attacked Russia. He is a 
Communist. 

JOHN FORD — Hollywood director. Identified as member of 
the Conmunist Party in Burt testimony, D.A. 
1940. Follows the Communist Party line and 
sponsors front organizations. 

DUDLEY NICHOLS- 


Member of the League of American Writers, 
signer of the Fourth Call of the Vfritere Con- 
gress, which was an endorsement of the Ameri- 
can Peace Mobilization. He has been long a 
fellow traveller. 


KING VIDOR 
SAM SPEWACK 
GIIMOR BROWN 


Hollywood director and fellow traveller. 
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EIAIXEL 32SENB3RG - Chairman of Contemporary Theatre, 

Incorporated. He is listed as a short 
story writer ana reviewer for various 
magazines, one of which was "Lew Thea- 
ter". EISE MSZR G is not reported to 
have been connected with the Hollywood 
Motion Picture Industry at that time, 
but came into the locality from New 
York. 

(Above from Prospectus 3-3-36) 

Other Hollywood motion picture people active in the affairs 
of the organization were: 

' DONAH? OlDUJ STEWART- Writer; member of the League of 

American \ir iters and a Conmunist* 

^ LIONEL STAI3ER - Actor and a Communist. 

FREDERIC MARCH - Actor and a Communist. 


, FLORENCE ELDRIDGS - 


JOHN CRQITELL 


/JSfeS CAGNEY ' 


Actress and a Communist Party line 
follower. 

Director and a Communist Party line 
follower. 

Actor and a Communist Party line 
follower. 


lOl'.TS MILESTONE - Director and a Communist. 


JOHN HOT. .ARE LAWSGN- 


• CLIFFORD ODETS 


ARTHUR KOHSR 


mr.TN sHAn 


Writer and a manber of the League of 
American VJriters; also a Communist. 

V.’riter; member of League of American 
Writers and a Communist. 

Writer; member of League of American 
Writers, and a Communist Party line 
follower. 

V.'riter; member of League of American 
Writers and a Comnunist Party line 
follower. 


/FRANK TUTTLE ' . - Director and a Communist. 
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JEAN LTUIR 


HERBERT KLINE 


All of the 

of the Contemporary Theatre, held at the Hollywood Women's Club, Holly wood, 
California, March 29, 1936, the minutes of tfiich meeting is reported in full 
in "New Theatre" magazine for May, 1936, page 5. This report contains speeches 
made by various individuals and reveals fully the program and purposes of Con- 
temporary Theatre, Incorporated. 

Contemporary Theatre, Incorporated, had comparatively a 
short life. This was not because of lack of serious intent or concentration 
on the idea, but rather because it was discovered that a simpler and easier 
way to get Communist propaganda plays before the public was to utilize the 
W.P.A. Federal Theatre Project for the purpose^ The Communist Party had al- 
ready, at this time, succeeded in penetrating €he Federal Theatre Project to 
a serious extent and consequently here was an opportunity to present party 
line plays under the auspices and at the expense of the United States Govern- 
ment. 


- Actress and a Communist Partv ^ine^ 

follower •'*=» ~ 


- Director and a Communist Party line 
follower, 

ove are reported, to have attended a meeting 


besides, H AT.T.TF. FLANAGAN, who had been much interested in 
the NEW THEATRE IEAGUE previously, and who had written articles for its maga- 
zine, "New Theatre", was head of the project. Miss FLANAGAN had made several 
trips to Russia; once in 1926 when, on her return to the United States, she 
wrote in glowing terns of the value of the Russian Theatre Technique, in the 
book "Shifting Scenes" which was supposed to be a survey of the art of the 
theater in all European countries, but in which the greater part of the book 
dealt with the Russian theatre* She only spoke in glowing terms of the thea- 
tre but went into ecstasies over the Russian revolution and the way of life 
in that country at that time. Again in 1931 she made a trip to Russia to at- 
tend the Russian Theatre Festival. 

As a consequence of the Coranunist Party tactic of concen- 
trating on the Federal Theatre Project, Contemporary Theatre, Incorporated 
of Hollywood gradually passed out from lack of nourishment — the usual method 
of liquidating a front organization when it is no longer needed* 

But the utilization of the Federal Theatre Project by the 
Communists for propaganda plays eventually brought about the death of the 
Project. An investigation by the Dies Conmittee brought to light Communist 
control of the project in certain localities, particularly New York* 


110 - 



A 



> 


At a series of hearings before this contra, ttee in the fail 
of 1936. and at a later hearing before a sub-committee of the House Committee 
on Appropriations (Chairman CUTTCK a. X'ODHLIT) in the spring of 1939, before 
which both coctnittee 3 Hiss FIAHaCAI! appeared and denied any Communist inilu - 
ence on the Project, evidence of a conclusive nature was brought out by wit- 
nesses that the contrary ’was true. 

' ■' ' Hiss FLAHAG.U: in 192+U wrote another booh, "Arena", which _ 

cealt with the history’ and finally the liquidation of the Project by an Act 
of Congress on June 3C, 1939* 

as a result of these hearings, and for the reason that 
Communist influence over tho rroject was apparent, the Federal Theatre 

Project was abolished by Act of Congress on June 30, 1939 « [Following this 
elimination of the Federal Theatre rroject from the -fork rrojocts ucmimstra- 
tion, the sane Kollyvaod _roup which was instrumental in creating Contemporary 
Theatre, Incorporated, now reverted in the fall of 1939 to the previous pro- 
gram of setting up their own "theatre ^roups". This time it was called the 
HCLLT.'XOD THEATRE ALLIAiXE.J 


unTTv-'nnp 

* *v + 


__ q.T.TAiAir: 

(Com-iunist Front organization) 


[Source 3— h’ nas statedjtnat as part of tne general cann^ion 
of the Communist Party to penetrate and Influence the Hollywood scene, ana to 


use Hollywo-u ana its prestige as a base of one ratio ns, there was ret up^in 
Apr il, 1939, a Communist "front" organization*: allea the HCLLT.COE THEATTE ALU- 
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^This organization followed the usual formula of a Commun- 
ist front .j In its appeal to the public for support it pursued the usual policy 
of couching its aims ana purposes in cloudy and misleading statements, of which 
^ the following, taken from the officici program, are examples! 

"The world no longer eyes Hollywood as the home of 
movies and symphonies under the stars# On the one hand it see3 the 
greatest concentration of literary and artistic talent, and on the 
other, progressive, spirited people bending tneir energy toward de- 
feating bigotry and upholding the best in 'vaerican tradition. Hot t these 
two _ rouoa ioin Wanes in an enterprise inevitably determined by their 

"• " _ i v 

outlook and experience- 
Again: 

"A democratic theatre is a community function# To psmit 
it to be usurped for private profit and seif -exploitation is . to acqulaj 


democratic theatre." 


\\°\ 
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to a commerical dictatorship. And to believe the theatre a reflec- 
tion of the times, yet knowingly to support cowardly, stupid drama is 
to pretend the tines were all f^Ily and no aspiration." 

It was on such vague generalized appeal that the Hollywood 
Theatre Alliance was set up in ayril 1939 • The pact between STALIN and HI7LSR 
had not yet been consummated and, therefore, this Communist "front" followed 
the line of the party at this time, which was support of the "popular front" 
and "collective security" for the defeat of Naziism and Fascism. 

[TJithin a few months after the Hollywood Theatre Alliance 
was created the pact between STALIN and KITLHK was announced, August 23, 1939. 
The effect on the organization v.'as immediately apparent. From a position of 
support for democracy and the "popular front" the organization changed to one 
of isolation, opposition to Lend-lease, opposition to the Selective Service 
Act, in fact complete support of the Communist Party line which changed sud- 
denly with the alliance between STALIN and HITLZH.J 

1 As a consequence [the first show, wnich was in the fora of 

a "Revue", that was produced by the Hollywood Theatre Alliance and which was 
titled "Meet the people", followed the Communist Party line completely. All 
through the show was sprinkled Comuni st propaganda. There were sneers for 
i our preparations for national defense, cleverly satirized propaganda aimed at 
: preventing aid to Great Britain, anc in a general sense was potent propaganda 
j upholding the position of the Communist Party ana its attituae toward the war 
| efiort at that time.J 

The show was a huge success. A road company was organized 
and toured the country. Results were pointed to by Communists as an example 
of propaganda by way of the theatre. 


After this play had its run, another one was produced. 

It was callea "Zero Hear". The title had reference to the imminence of war 
j^nd ai 1 its evil effects and in content-sly ly suggested to workers to resist, 
Ctt:. This play was even more vicious than its predecessor. 


At the time "Zero Hour" was running, June, 1941, the 
strike at the North American Aviation Plant in Inglewood, California was 
called. This Hollywood Theatre Alliance show and the entire oast, supported 
by the alliance itself, came out in open support of this strike, a strike of 
which President r.0QSI73LT had this to say: 


"Besides, the responsible leaders of labor in the 
United States all realized that this was not a bona fide labor dis- 
pute, but a form of alien sabotage, inspired and directed by Commun- 
ist forces, interested not in the advancement of labor,. 'dut in th 
defeat and everthrow of the United States." 1 * 
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The show gave special performances for the strikers, 
raised money and did everything possible to support the Conmunist position 
regarding that affair. 



This show "Zero Hour" was running when HITLER invaded 
Russia, on June 22, 19A1. Immediately a change took place in the attitudo 
-of the Hollywood Theatre Alliance. "Zero Hour" soon came to a close. Later 
another- show was produced called, "They Can't Get You Down". 


Nor; we 'see the Hollywood Theatre Alliance changing its 
attituue. This latter show was in no way similar to those which preceded it. 
From a position of isolation, etc., it became very patriotic just as the Com- 
munist Party hac done when Russia was attacked. It subscribed to our war ef- 
forts, in to to. 


In its every act and in the presentations of its 3hows 
the Hollywood Theatre Alliance subscribed to and followed the Communist Party 
line explicitly. 


The following list of names, from sponsors to writers 
and directors and al 1 the way down is indicative of the Communist coloring 
of the entire project: 


The following members of the League of American ?Jriters, 
each one of whom has been identified as having been involved in Communist ac- 
tivities for years, were sponsors of the Hollywood Theatre Alliance: 


- -^ 5 *. 


JOHN HOWARD LAZSON 
DONAH) 0GD3N STSNART 


LILLIAN HSLUiAN 
DOROTHY PARKER 


GIIEERT GABRIEL (Member of League of American 
Writers & "Triters in Exile) 

^AfmiUR KOBER 

DASHXEXL HAMMETT (Member of League of American 
Writers; now in Signal Corpa 
of the United States) 


Other sponsors were: 

VfTT.T. ROGEIRS, JR. - recently elected to the Congress of 

the United States from California; 
a Communist Party line follower. 
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Tirr.T.T.q s. PATTERSON- Then Lieutenant Governor of the 

State of California; a Communist 
Party line follov'er. 

J. 2D”ARD BRQ-.I3ERG- Actor; member of the Communist Party* ( 1 / tA 


np t- OTTVO Try ‘ W 


DOROTHY ANNI 


- Motion picture director. 


HELEN OAKAtEK 
iea izEs;r;jiN 
iryihg pic! el 
CAUSE: KANE? 


- Democratic National Committeemen, y 

- Musician 

- Director; fellow traveller 

- Director; fello* traveller. 


BORIS AARCNSOK 

3YRCH SCCTT - former Congressman from California 

(deceased) 

3IG?1HLlLjHEEEG Hollywood L^ecutiye._ 

lira. CKEIEI3 ECKERSGH- Local political figure; Communist 

Party line follower 


Mrs. 3DF.;AED G. ROBINSON* wife of actor of that name. 

All of the above sponsors have been identified T/ith acti- 

'~>Aty in other front organizations inspired by the Communist Party. 

\ 

It was stated official!;/' by the Hollywood Theatre Alliance 
in ixpril, 1939 that the writers who would be responsible for forthcoming plays 
were ; 


JOHN HQNARD LAVSOK- Communist Party member. 

RALPH BLOCK - Communist Party line follower. 



JULIUS EPSTEIN 

PHILLIP EPSTEIN 


- League of American .,’riters and Commun- 


ist Party line follower 

'■■y 

j 

- League of American ’.Writers, 
munis t Party line follov:er 
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FI-^CIS FARAGGK - Fellow traveller; Hollywood Anti-Kazi 

League member, ano member of the league 
for Daaocratic Action 


EU..TN JUSTIN MAYER- Member of Hollywood anti-Nazi League, 

Hollywood League for Democratic Action, 
League of American Writers, and Ameri- 
can Peace Mobilization. 

ROBERT rCSSLK - Member of Ler.gue of American Writers, 

Hollywood Anti-llazi League, League for 
Democratic Action, American Peace Iio- 
bilization, and Fourth Call. 

ABET! KAIJDSL - Follower of Communist Party line. 


KILT GROSS - Member of League of American "writers 

and Hollywood Anti-Nazi League. 

3U,;'A3D EUSCU - iianber of League of American Writers, 

Hollywood ^nti-Nazi League, American 
Peace iiobilization. League of Democratic 
Action, and Fourth Call. 


All of the above are members of the League of American 
Writers, teach in the Hollywood Writers School and have been identified as 
followers of the Conmurist Party line in other front organizations. 

All three plays, "Meet the People", "Zero Hour", and 
"They Can't Get You Dorn", were written by: 

HEMET MYERS 
Jiff GOPNET 

sd7:app euscu 


All three of the above are members of the League of 
American Writers, teach in the Hollywood Writers School and are way out in 
front in Communist activities in the Hollywood section. 


"Zero Hour" was directed by HERBERT BUESUAN, a motion 
picture director, local chairman of the American Peace Mobilization and a 
leading Communist in Southern California. 

Others who contributed to the "artistic" efforts cf the 
Hollywood Theatre Alliance are: 
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DAIiliY DAiG 
'.30RTHER OFFISH 
nvn: a ;jhit3 
BLRITATJ) VCRKAUS 
LUCI3II PPJ7AL 


. „ One scene in "Meet the People" was written by !£DG QUIN, 

colourist of the Daily, "Peoples Morld", the official Communist publication 
on the Pacific Coast. 

f At the present time the Hollywood Theatre Alliance is 
he writers and intellectuals responsible for the organi- 
zation have either become active in the Hollywood VJriters Mobilization, or 
other front groups who are now, since Russia was attacked, very patriotic .J 

The Hollywood Theatre Alliance was one of the usual Com- 
munist organizations set up to take over Hollywood and at the same time influ- 
ence people toward Communism and the Soviet Union. 

The pattern followed in forming and conducting this group 
was and is the same as is usea in ail other Communist fronts. 

[During the active period of the alliance, for the duration 
of the STAIIM-KITLRR pact, ..ugust, 1939 to June, 1941, it was extraordinarily 
successful.^ 


- who staged "Meet the People." 


Member of Hollywood A n ti_Nazi League. 
Actor, member of League of American 
V.'riters , and Conmunist Party. 


HOLLTCOP ANTI— NAZI HAGUE 
(Communist front organization) 

{Source 3-X has statec^rat {this organization was one of 


the most outstanding in the series of Coj 
b^the Communist Party in Hollywood.J 


uni stJ“Front organizations set up 


During the period of the "Popular Front", when the foreign 
policy of the Soviet Union demanded that Communist Parties everywhere pretend 
to support democracy and work to bring about "collective security" as a bul- 
rk against Haziism and fascism, the Hollywood Communists created the Holly- 
id Anti-Nazi League 

The purpose of this organization was ostensibly to "defend 
rican democratic rights against Nazi influences". VJhile outwardly this was 
avowed purpose, secretly it was set up- to build up the influence of the 
munist cause and create sympathy and give aid to the policies of So\ 

>sia. All propaganda put out, and meetings held, which were^pen 'til the^pub- 
, -were tied in with the interests of the Communist Party ahd Soviet Russia* 
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[it appealed to the large Jewish population in Southern 
California on the basis of lighting Hitlerism and drew great financial support 
from the producers of notion pictures on that program.] 


It was one of the most successful Communist fronts ever 
created in the Hollywood area. Its membership at the peak of its influence 
was approximately four thousand. Its influence spread to many times that 
number. 

The original founders of the Hollywood .Jiti— i'.azi League 
are the following, and these names all betray the Communist tie-up: 


- &L. 


/ DCHAID QCDSII STEWART - Writer, lember of the League of 

American 'writers, and Communist 
Party. 

/ DOROTHY PARKER - Writer; Liember of the League of 

■American Writers and the Communist 
Party. ^ 


ALAI! CALIPBSLL - Writer; member of the League of 

American Writers and the Communist- 
Party. 


1/ 


/qI J07JA STUART 

eewh; Justus -layer 


- Actress; fellow traveller# 

— Writer; member of the League of 
American writers# 


/iCRBERT 3I3ER1IAN 


- Director; member of the American 
Peace ilobilization. 


/feedsric :iahch 

FIORSNCS SIDRIDGE 


• Actor; Communist Party member. 

‘ ' * 

— Actress; 1 Yfife of FRiDlP-IC IIAHCHj 

member of Communist Party. \ 



/VIOLA BROTHERS SHOES - Writer; member of League of American 

- - * ■ ■» v / 


ITr-i . 


/GAI3 SOKDESGAARD 
\ 

'JOSS HART 

LIARIAN SPITZER 


Actress; wife of HERBERT Bl hKK UAH 

Writer; member of League of American V 
Writers. 

Writer; member of^Ltfague of Amer^cwt^ f 
Writers. 

■'#? 
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BjL.3 MEREDITH 

Mrs . LHH'* HOOT 

EhIN 0 ’ BRISK MOOT 
CHARLES DRACMETT 


■if ■ 

— Writer; nionber of League of .menip* 
Writers 

— ’Writer; wife cf *73115 ROOT, fellow 
traveller. 

Z - Actor. 

- 'Writer; member of the league of 
.American 'Writers. 

Ten of the above persons are members of the League^of _ 
American Writers. They are: STEWART, PARKER, CAHrBSLL, -ai-uK,* 

SHCEE 3PITEER, MEREDITH ana BRACKET’.'. (The League of American .,nters i 
foremost Communist front organization in the Hollywood "cultural'' division an 
the feeder for all Communist activities in the top structure of the motion pic 

ture industry) 

GLORIA STUART, FREDERIC MARCH, FLORENCE EITRIDGS (MARCH'S 
wife). GAIL S017DERGAAED (BIBEHMAN'S wife) and BRIN O'BPXSi MOORE. are. screen 
actors and actresses v.'ho have been identified with Communist activities in 
other organizations in Hollywood* 


The above group set up the Hollywood anti— Mazi League in 


the summer of 1936. 

7, Tien the League took solid form and reached its peak of 
activity, 1938-39, the officers were: 

» 

DONAIL OGDEN STZ7/ART - Chairman 
MhRIAM SFITSER - ViceMOhaiiman 

ALAM CAMP3EI1 - Secretary^ > 


BMall L-jAKNAED 


- Treasurer 


^>fL 


The sponsors of the organization K were: 
HERBERT LIBERMAN 


— Director; member of the American Peace Mo- 
bilization; member of the Communist Party* 


Mrs. SIDIIET 5UCHMA1I - 7/ife of SHITEI 3UCKMAN, League of American 

‘Writers* 


EDDIE CANTOR 
FLORENCE E1D RIDGE 


- Actor. 

— Actress; wife of FREDERIC .MARCH. 


: y 
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FHAIICIS EDWARDS FARAGOH - Waiter; member of the League of^^rxcan 

Wr-i-hera: a fello\7 traveller. 


Writers ; a fellow 

OSCAR HAMM3RSTSIN, II- Sub-Producer 
RUPERT HUGHFS 


CHARLES J. IEATZ 


_ Writer; member of the League of American 
Writers# 

Attorney} member of the Communist Party ^ 


jud-e ROBERT W. HEIST- Attorney General of California; fellow 

traveller. 


H. S. KRAFT 


- Writer; member of the League of American 
Writers; member of the Communist Party. 


RICHARD L2RT 
ERIE? LU3ITSCH' 
FREDERIC LARCH 


- Director. 


_ Actor; member of the Communist Party 




Dr. RUDOLPH LARK 
SDVOi: JUSTUS LATER 


- Writer; member of the League of American 
Writers; fellow traveller. 


RAT ILiYER 
ELIZABETH 1ERHELL 
LEWIS IHIESTOIS 
PAUL LU1H 

DUDLEY nichcis 

Judge ISAAC PACHT 
Mrs. CHARLES PAGE 
DOROTHY PARKER 

t 

IRVHIG PICHEL 


Director; fellow traveller 

Actor;- fellow traveller 
\ 

’Writer; member of the League of American ^ 

Writers; fellow traveller. v ^ , 

Sponsor of front organizations. ‘ •' /' 

Wiie of CHARLES PAGE, Communist Party manfi«f* ii 

Writer; member of the League of American J..1 

Writers; fellow traveller. \ 


_ Director; fellow traveller^ / _ 

iM U4rrtt7k-» • ‘ v - 
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K1AMK 3CULI2 


- 'Triterj fellow traveller. 


VIOLA. BROTHERS SHORE 
SYLVIA SIDNEY 
GLORIA STUauT 
FRANK TCTTI3 ■ 


Writer; fellow traveller. 

Actress. 

Actress} fellovf traveller. 

Director} member of the Communist Party. 


Of the foregoing list of sponsors there are several men- 
tioned. who could properly be classified a3. innocents , particularly EDDIE CANTOR 
and RUPERT HUGHES, and possibly ELIZABETH HEKRELL and RICHARD 1ERT. All the 
rest have been identified more or less ?dth other organizations under Communist 
domination. 


The Hollywood ^nti-Nazi League grew tremendously in num- 
bers, support and influence until August, 1939, when the pact between SiALUl 
and HITLER was made. During this period the League cooperated with every other 
Communist front group in the Hollywood section. According to its official 
publication, "Hollywood Now", it supported the followings 


league of './omen Shoppers 

National Committee of Spanish Speaking People. 

League for Public Medicine. 

California Youth’ Legislature. 

Radio Programs of "People's Eorld", ED ROBBIE ("Feople's E'orld" 
is the official Communist publication on the V.'est Coast) 

League of American Writers 

Youth Commission of Motion Picture Democratic Committee, 
Associated Film Audiences 
• American League for Peace and Democracy. ‘ 

National Negro Congress 
German-American League for Culture. 

Motion Picture Artists Committee, and man;' others. 

All the foregoing are Communist front organizations. 

The official program of the Hpilywjod Anti-Nazi League 
from its inception up to the announcement > of the STALE J-UITLZR ^P act ms as 
follows: 

"To fight Fascism at home and abroad. 



"To give support to the struggle against Internet! orieL* ■ - 
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Fascism viherever it strikes — in Germany, Italy, 

Spain, Austria, China, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, 

South America. 

"To stand firmly behind the militant peace policy 
of President ROOSEVELT — the policy of collective 
security for all democratic nations, of "quaran- 
tining the aggressors". 

"To expose the spies, the Bunds, the Nazi Military 
‘summer camps', the Brovin Houses in .our cities, the 
poisonous propaganda of obscene circulars, the anti- 
Semitic, anti-Catholic, anti-Labor, anti-Negro cam- 
paigns. 

"To oppose the destructive anti-American activities 
of such racketeering organizations as the Silver 
Shirts, the Nhite Guard, the KKK, the Black Legion, 
the Crusaders, Friends of New Germany and other Berlin- 
financed enemies of our country. 

"To ;join with other progressive Americans in one united 
front against Fascist attacks on our democratic insti- 
tutions." 


The foregoing publicly announced official program of the 
Hollyv.-ooQ Anti-Nazi League was right in line with the Communist Party line 
of the Popular Front period. 


Y.’ith the announcement of the alliance between GTALHi and 
HITLER on August 23, 1939, and the change in the Consnunist Party line accord- 
ingly, the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League changed its program likewise. 

From a position of support tq President ROOSEVELT in his 
sympathies for England and the democratic countries, the League began to yell 
that it was an "imperialist" war; that the United States should keep out; that 
iend-lcase aid to England meant war for us; that the "Yanks are not Coming. " 


By September 22, 1939, just thirty days after the STAUN- 
KITI2R pact, the League issued a statement in "Hollywood Now", the official 
organ of the League of American Vfriters, dated September 22, 1939* which is _ 
as follows: 

• yA* \ 


✓ 
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"A PROGRAM FOR PEACE 

"With England and France fighting Germany, ■where does the 
Hollywood Anti-Hazi League fit in? 

"The League will and must carry on its fight against 
Nazism more vigorously than ever before in the United States and abroad* 
Does the war now conducted by CHAMBERLAIN and D AT AD TER offer the possi— 

' "bilfty of the destruction of Naziaa? . . . NO . . . The League affirms' 
positively that the United States should in no way become involved in 
the war..." 


58 - >71 




and on October 13, 1939, "Hollywood Now", stated: 

"The League faces the grave responsibility of doing its 
share to keep America out of war and to help to unify the American people 
in their demand for peace*" 

On November 17, 1939, "Hollywood Now", stated: 

"The League will undertake an extensive educational pro- 
gram* * . and there will be no compromise with the enemies of the oeople 
. . . KEEP AMERICA NEUTRAL." 

TTithin a period of a few months the League had completely- 
reversed its position, as had the Communist Party in the United States. Grad- 
ually it dropped its fight against Naziism and at the time of the dissolution 
of the League it had forgotten it3 antagonism to the aggressors and was concen- 
trating all its fire on "conditions" within the United States and confusing 
every issue possible where that issue was one of national defense and aid to 
the democracies* 


Due to this reversal in program a large part of its fol- 
lowing deserted, leaving the Communist c o r e with its following of fellow trav- 
T^ers and sympathizers in full charge*' •But thero was disruption within the 
ranks. This brought about a need for a new set of 1 officers and a new Board 
of Directors. 


In Septanber, shortly after the announcement of the pact, 
a new slate of officers was installed. Thi3 list of names is of extreme inter- 
est, as it indicates those who were following the Communist Party line wherever 
it should lead* 



DONAlD OGDEN STEWART - Chairman; a writer 


FRANK TUTTIS - Vice-Chairman ; a director. , ^ 


\ 
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DUD LOT inCKCIS - Secretary; v/riter; member of Communist Party 

33UJ 3ERHARD - Treasurer; fellow traveller. fuj 

Executive Eoard: 


luton :sbuh 

zd:;apd clodorov 


- '.Writer; member of the League of American 
'Writers 

— .riter; nanber of the League of American 
T . riter s . 


Prof. I.'CPLIAII T. BYR/E- Professor; member of the Communist Party. (t7 




u.) 


MARIAR SPITES SR 


- Viriter; member of the League of American 
.riter a* 


Mrs. J. SDl/ARD BH jUBLRG-VIif e of J. 2. ERQLBERG, actor; member o 

the Communist Party. m* 




Dr. varve; hariLls 

CHASID J, i-u^Z - Attorney; member of the Communist Party 


/' e- ) 


llrs. BEATRICE BUCH11U;- Life of SIDrlEY EUCKMAII; member of the League 

nf 1 " Vi + 

V* J«wa44 J4 ^ vwi M # 

LAXwELL SI-CUE — /riter; fellow traveller. 

JDOIIAID ROSE 

HERBERT BIBEHUAH — . Director; member of the American Peace Ho— 

biliza^ion 

FRANCIS ED 1 , ; ARDS FARAGOH— 7/riter; member Cf the League of American 

'/riters; fellow traveller 

IRA RATTER 

llrs. CHARLES PAGE — Part ^ PAGE; member of the Coanunist^J^ 


& 


to. 


H. S. KRAFT 

JAY GORNET 


- “riter; member of the League of American 
Yfriters ; fellow traveller. 

- VJUter; member of the League (ft American 
Y/ritera and American Peace Mobilization; 
and a fellow traveller. 





I 



l/frxi: SCULIZ - Writer; fellow traveller. — — 

Ur s. J2RQL2 SACIu tBRI - V'riter; member of the league of American 

V/riters; fellow traveller. 

However in spite of this formality of an election of new 
officers,, the Hollywood Anti-Hazi League had outlived its usefulness to the 
Communist Party, Like many other Communist fronts of the Popular Front period, 
it had to be '’liquidated 1 ’. It dragged on a few months. On December 3th it 
yra.s decided that a new name should be given to the League* It should become 
the Hollywood League for Democratic Action. 

The League struggled feebly for a month or so after Decem- 
ber 15th when a new group met to form a committee to protect civil liberties, 
and about February 1st, 1940 the Hollywood i Viti-Nazi League quietly passed 
away and v:as no more. 

. This pattern of the birth, life and death of a Communist 

front, when thoroughly understood, will explain much of the confusion that 
apoarently exists in the minds of those who try to follow the vrhys and vrtiere— 
fores of Communist tactics in the United States* 


HOLLT/OOP LLAGUL FOR D5ICCRATIC ACTION 
(Communist front~organizationT 

[Source 3“f has stated) that in anticipation of the demise 
of the Hollywood Anti-Hazi League, a number of persons met at the home of !Irs. 
FINISI P2T3R DUNNE, mother ot PHILLIP DUBE of the League of American V/riters, 
about the first week in December, 1939. The purpose, of this meeting was to 
set up an organization to succeed the Anti— Nazi League. Those present at the 
meeting were: 

[daLTOU THUUBO - 7/ritey; member of the League of American 

t. V/riters; membqp of the Communist Party* - 


FRANK TUTTIS 


DOROTHT PARm 


JOHN V/SSIEX 


HELVYN DOUGLAS 


•(* 10 


- Director; member of the Communist Party 


- 7/riter; member of the League of American 
V/riters ; fellow traveller. 

- T/riter; member of the League of American 

V/riters; fellow traveller j 


- Actor; fellow traveller 
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G.EE SOIIDZRC-AARD (wife of HERBERT 3IEZRZ1AN) - actress; member of 

the Communist Party 


ALU! CAETEELL 

HIVING REIS 

1. RIVER 

LIES R LEVEL 


- Writer; member of the League of American 
'Writers; fellow traveller. 

- Writer; member of the League cf American 

risers; -ellow traveller. 

- Writer; member of the League cf American 
..riters; i ellow traveller. 

- Writer; member of the League of American 
'Writers; fellow traveler. 


HA RFJ JURNITZ 

john garfish: 

JOHN CROMWELL 
LOUIS BRCLIFdlj 
GARS IN KANIN 


- Writer; member of the League of American 
Writers; fellow traveller. 

- Actor; fellow traveller. 

- Director; fellow traveller. 

- Actor; member of the Communist Party 

- Director; fellow traveller. 



CYRIL HUES 


J. WALTER RUBEN — Producer; fellow traveller (deceased) 


hiNET KOS TER 

JALES GLEASON 
LUCILLE GLEASON 


— Writer; member of the League of American 
Writers; fellow traveller. 

— Actor; -i<allow traveller*. 

I 

— Actress; fellow traveller. 


WELTS ROOT 


- Writer; follow traveller. 



Of the above ten persons, TRUEBO, PARKER, WZXLSY, 3 -,.., 
niilLI, CAil PRET .ii, PEIS, RIVER, LEVIN, JURNITZ and BRQLiFIZIL are members of 
and active in the League of American Writers, the Communist "feeder" organi- 
zation of cultural Hollywood. 


picture directors. 


TUTTLE, CROUP/ELL, KANIN, RUBEN (deceased) are motion 

. . . i J/ . i * 


y 



125 - 



0 


DOUGLAS, SOKDERGAARD, GAliFIZIJ), GLEASON are screen actors 


ind actresses. 


As c. result of the deliberations of this august body a 
new organization, the H0LLT7.GQD CQ’TilTTEE TO PROTECT GI T /IL LIBERTIES, was 
born. However, the formation of the Hollywood Committee to Protect Civil 
Liberties by the group above mentioned was somevmat superflous because at 
about the same time the executive board of the expiring Hollywood Anti-Nazi 
League net ana decided to give it a new title. This was done and on Decem- 
ber A', 1939, the official publication of the Hollywooa Anti-Hazi League an— 
nouncea that thereafter the League vjoulri be known as the HQT.T.YTXQD LEAGUE 

4 'On - -C A. —0* I • 


/aid thus a new Communist front was born merely by the 
change of a name. The same officers and executive board served for the new 
organization, and it went to v.ork to do everything it could to prevent aid 


to democracy and advocated peace on HITTER'S terms. 


The officers were: 


DONALD GGDS 1 I STEWART - Chairmen — writer and Communist Party member, (jft ^ ^ 
FRAIIIC LITTLE - Vice-Chairman — Director; Communist Party member^/ 


DUD LET NECK 


- Secretary — V.'riter; member of the League of 
American Writers; and a fellow traveller. 


BZRi: REHEARD 


- Treasurer — follow traveller. 


Executive Eoard: 


HERBERT 3IBZRLIA1I - Director; member of the American Peacs Mo- 
bilization and a Communist Party member# 

EDWARD CH0D0RCV - V/ritef; -member of the League of American 

Writers; fellow traveller. 

Prof. HCEMAii T. 3YRHE- Professor; fellow traveller. 

Mrs. J . . EDVIAHD TROTTKERG-’.-Jife of J'. ED ‘.‘.’ADD 3RC1D3ERG, member of the ^ 

' Communist Party. 

FRANCIS EDWARDS FAEAGQK— VJriter; member of the League of American \ 

Writers; a fellow traveller. 1 ** 


H. F. KRAFT 


- Thd. ter; member of the League. 
V/riters; a fellow traveller'. 
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Mrs. JEROME SACK HEUI - Writer; member of the League of American 

Writers ; fellow traveller. 


HILTOi: MSRLII! 




- ’Writer; member of the League of American 
’Writers; fellow traveller. 

- ’Writer; member of the League of American 
’Writers ; and a fellow traveller. 


Writers; and a lellow traveller. 

Mrs. CHARLES PAGE - Wife of CHAP.IES PAGE, Communist Party member 

JAY CLRNEY - Writer; member of the League of American 

’Writers and American Peace Mobilisation. 


FRANK SCULLY 


- ’Writer; and a fellow traveller. 


Mrs. BEATRICE BUCHLIAM- Wife of SIDNEY 3UCHMAJI , Producer. 
IRA RATTIER 


MAXWELL SHAKE 


- Writer; member of the League of American 
Writers; a fellow traveller. 


Dr. IlARVr: HARRIS 


CHARLES J. KATZ - Attorney; member of the Communist Party. (r^ 


4 ' 


Others active in the organisation were; 


’^ICHAZL WLiCIlio 


- Communist Party line follower; investigator 
for the Anti-Kaii League. 


HA EY HcCALL, JR. - Fellow traveller; member of the League of 

American Writers; and president of the Screei 
Writers Guild of Hollywood. 

HERBERT K. SORRELL - Business representative of Studio Painters 

Local 644; member of the Communist Party. 


GORDON KAHN 


jo swurlhig 


- ’Writer; member of the League of Americ 
'Writers; and a fellow traveller. 


Writer; member of the .Xeague of American 

TTritera; and a fellow ^traveller* 

* 
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cewnDETH" 

CEIE SACKtSILI 

- Writer; member of the League of 

American Writers; a fellow traveller 

HILT GROSS 

- Writer; member of the League of 

American V.'ritera. 

uvula eis 

- Writer; member of the League of -• --- 


'fnerican ".'risers;, and a fellow trav- 
eller. 

' u 1a 

.ICrLilL ^ Ll mo IT 

- Writer; member of the League of [t 1 

-wu rican Writers; and a member of X- 
the Communist Party. 

J • . tALTll RL ELL 

— Lotion picture director; producer; 
fellow traveller (novr deceased) 

-*iT s • i lAi— j Cli.u-txi * 03 

- Wife of Producer. 

ms. He S. KRAFT 

- Life of H. 3. KEAFT; member of the 
League of .^aerican V.'riters; a fellow 
traveller. 

Prof# -JLl.;*. -•*. /Iz) 

- Professor at the University of Cali- 
fornia at Los .Angeles; a fellow trav- 
eller. 

ijOiwl-iJ. * su 'j . HH 

- Screen writer and member of the League 

* 

of American Writers; a fellow traveller 

DAVE IGEE’JIH 

- Screen and stage actor; a fellow -trav- 
eller 


There are nany- others in addition to the aoove liat, all 
of v:hom nave been identified vrith Con^iunist and Coramuni 3 t front activities in 
Hollywood# - ^ 

I The pro era'll of the Hollywood League for democratic Action 

was just the reverse of that of the Hollywood Anti-Hazi League, although the 
same people re re in control in both organizations# 3ut the Communist Party 
line had changed and they, being good Communists, fellow travellers and sym— 

* pathizers changed also. 




Lee tings were held, radio programs given and literature 
spread which opposed every feature of national defense, aid to England, the 
lend-lease act, the Selective Service Act and in general the foreign polic; 
of the Prosident of the United States. * *'/ 


\> 
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It was the Comnunist formula in every detail. 3ut the 
active life of the Hollywood League for Democratic Action v»as of comparatively 
short duration. 5y the fall of 1910 it had become practically lifeless. 

This was not because the comrades had changed their view- 
point, or that they ’.-ere becoming discouraged — it was because another organi- 
zation had come into existence on a national scale. This latter organization 
-was- broader and more all-inclusive and gradually the ‘dolly-wood League for Demo- 
cratic Action was absorbed. 

This organization was called the .AURICAL PZAC2 UOri lLTZA - 


HOLLTX'QD PLACE P0RU11 
C Communist front organization) 

r " ^ 

Liource 3-Z has statedjthat as the Hollywood Anti-Nazi 
League was gradually being put to death, the Communists operating within 
that ^roup ware busily setting up other organizations to take its place 
v.-hich would carry out the changed line of the party. 


In January of 1940 there came into being the KOLLTHOOD 
PEACE PCLLII. As its name indicates this group was pledged to preserve peace. 
It yelled loudly and often that we should stay cut of the v-ar. It opposed 
aid to England, national .defense, conscription and right covm the line in car- 
rying out the program of the Communist Party. It was strictly for peace 

on HITLIIl'S terms. It conducted forums, racio broadcasts, issued pamphlets 
and leaflets and unceasingly put out propaganda for the Communist position. 

Its chief spokesman was Professor L0I2L'JI T. 3YRKE of Los 
.Angeles City College, long identified with every fora of Communist activity 
in Southern California. Ha was chairman of these forums held in every avail- 
able hall and meeting place in the 'locality — at the Hollywood ’..'omen's Club, 

“ First Unitarian Church in Los Angeles, Ihbassy Auditorium, Los .'jigeles, Knick- 
erbocker Hotel in Hollywood, Lilshire Ebell Club, and many' others. 


The sense of all meetings, forums, radio broadcasts, etc., 
of the Hollywood Peace Forum was defense of the Soviet Union for it 3 pact with 
HITLER, attacks on Finland for its resistance to Russia's aggression, condem- 
nation of the war as imperialism in action and advocating the immediate appease- 


ment of Nazi Germany. 


\3 


n 


The officers of the Kollyvreod Peace Fojun, all of whom just 
a few months before vrere members of the Hollywood Anti-Haz^-' League and -who 7,-ere 
then supporting President R005EVSLT and democracy, were:'' _. tt , * 

gQNg&SfffWC 
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HERBERT BIBEK.IAN - Chairman 

JOHN V72XX ET - Vice-Chairman 

GUY LMDORE - Secretary-Treasurer 

CE2E SACKHEEI - Executive Secretary 

All the above have been leading Communists in the Holly- 
wood section. 

iSlEEFlIAiJ is a motion picture director and writer. 

■iELLEY, EHDOLE and SACHK3XI are members of the League of 

American ,r iters. 

Others active in the Forum were SAM ORIIITZ, member of the 
League of American Writers and a Communist, FL-LT! 3CULLT, a fellow traveller 
ana Hollywood '.Vriter, Reverend FRANK M. TOCTHAIGil of the First Methodist Church, 
Compton, California, Reverend PETER !?, SAMSON, Minister Fir st Unitarian Church, 
Los Angeles, Professor FRANK DAVIS of the University of Southern California at 
Los Angeles, SADIS GEMITZ, wife of SAM CRMITZ, EDY/LD 5I3ERMAU, brother of HER- 
BERT BI3ERMAH, HUGH '.TIL IMS, ana .many others previously y.ith the Hollywood Anti- 
Nazi league. 

The Hollywood Peace Forum remained in existence about six 
months. Another organization was coming into existence which took its place* 
This front was called the KGLLT.XOD LEAGUE FOR DEMOCRATIC aCTICN. 



AMERICAN PEACE MOBILI ZATICM 
(Communist Front Organization) 


[ Source A*-A has shownjthat the American Peace Mobilization 
was the successor to the American League for Peace and Democracy in the same 
manner as the Hollywood League for Democratic Action took the place of the Hol- 
Jpjrvrood Anti-Nazi League — and for tho same basic reason, the change in the Com- 
Yfl&nist Party line. 


After the pact between STALIN and HITLER in August, 1939 
it was necessary for the Communist Internationale to revamp its entire struc- 
ture in the United States. From a position of support for democratic processes 
in the interest of bringing about a program of "collective security" (which it 
never really meant, by the way, and which was only used as a threat by STALIN 
to force HITTER into signing the subsequent pact) the Communist apparatus in 
the United States must now reverse itself and render all aid possible to HITLER, n 
he now being on the best of terms with STALIN— —they were virtual allies* \ 

All Communist front organizations were aowjrto w ork fo p — 
peace. They were to oppose entry of the United States into the 4m Jbhi^ aide 

of England and France, ana were to oppose aid to those countries/ oppose the 
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Lend-Lease Act, national defense, the Selective Service Act, 
obstruct any internal policy of the United States that vxmld, 
be of benefit to the democratic nations fighting HITI2R. 


ana in generadi 
however remotely. 


The American Peace Mobilization was destinod to become 
the most . otent arm. of the Communist Internationale— and that means 3TALII!— 
Tjorkiiig ii.~ the interest of the STALE!— lilTILLl pact. 

7ne organization as such officially came into being at 
a rational gathering held in Chicago, Illinois August 30 to September 2, 1940. 
This me -tir.g vfas called by what vras known as the "Emergency Peace Mobiliza- 
tion". At this time the name was changed to the ALIZUCAk PEACE ! EEILIEATICN 
and it continued to function under thai. title until the break between STALIN 
anc HITLER in June, 1941 when Russia was invaded. 

Previous to the official setting up of the Mnorican Peace 
Mobilization in September, 1940, and beginning with tho dissolution of the 
Hollywood anti-Hazi League in Decomber of 1939, and the official "liquidation” 
of the American League for Peace and Democracy on February 1, 1940, groups 
were hastily formed everywhere to carry out the policy of the Communist Party. 

In Hollywood there was the Hollywood peace Forum, Holly- 
wood League for Democratic Action, Koil.wood Peace Council, Hollywood Peace 
Crusade, etc. All of theue ^roups were largely "paper" organizations func- 
tioning a 3 a stop-gap until all czuld be knit into one national organization, 
and that was the AMERICAN PLACE MOBILISATION. 

It will be noticed that the names of the officers and 
those most active in ail these groups locally in Hollywood are essentially 
the same. For example, HERBERT 3IBSRMAN, DONAILi OGDEN STS7ART, FRANK TUTTLE, 
etc., appear in every front. 

In addition to the so-called "peace" groups above which 
laid the foundation for the establishment later or the Los Angeles Division 
of the Mobilization, the following were affiliatod with the organization in 
Hollywood: 


League of American writers, Hollywood 
Motion Picture Democratic Committee. 
Hollywood Theatre Alliance. 

League of ’.Toman Shoppers. 

Committee to Aid Agricultural ’.Torkers 


Chapter. 
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National Negro Congress. 

California Touth Legislature. 

Hollywood Post, Veterans Division, Labor’s Non-partisan 
League 

_ ^ The national officers of the American Peace Mobilization 

elected in September, 1940, vrere: 

Rev. JOHN E. THOMPSON, Chairman 
THEODORS DKSISSR, Vice-Chairman 
VITO MAECAIiTCNIO , Vice-Chairman 
JACK McMICKASL, Vice-Chairman 
RSID ROBINSON , Vice-Chairman 
KATHERINE TERRILL, Vice-Chairman 
FREDERICK FEUD, Executive Secretary, 

MARIAN 3RIGGS, Administrative Secretary 

Of the above, THEODORE DREISER, as a member of the League 
of American Writers and more or less identified with Hollyrcod is representa- 
tive of its culture. 

The officers of the local division of the Mobilization are 

as follows: 




\ 


/ HSRBERI. 3I2S3MAN, Chairman, member of the American Peace 

Mobilization in Los Angeles, notion pic- 
ture director, and Communist Party member. 
TOM CU LLEN , local correspondent of the '‘People’s florid", 

official Communist publication on the ’Vest Coast, 
Executive Secretary; Communist Party neober. 

Executive 3oard: - 


JOHN S^APP, of the League for Peace and Democracy; Commun- 
I ist Party member. 

■RICHAIip OTTO, Motion Picture Democratic Committee; fellow 
traveller. 

SAM HOUSTON ALIEN, pclitican; Communist Party member. 

Rev . HERnSRT L* HERBERTS . 


Rev. CARL ALLEN; feilovr traveller 
EVBLZN VINTON 

DON R. H2AIT£*_aeober of labor's Non-Partisan League; 
Communist Party member 





o 
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UTELIAM DOHAN, fellow traveller. 

RQSEMDA RIVERA, Communist Party member. 

MOUARD RoSE, member of the Young Communists League. 

Hollywood figures most active as chairmen at meetings, 
speakers ana directors of propaganda were: 


Prof. MCRMAM T. BYRiE, Communist Party member. 

• - SAM ORIIITZ, Communist Party member, a vrriter, and member.. 

of the League of American Mriters. 

- JO HI.’ HGMAIiE LAY.3GN, writer, Member of the Communist Party 
and League of American ’riters. 

/ DOHALE CGDEH 3TEMAET, delegate to Chicago convention; a 

writer, member of the League of American -'.’riters 
and the Communist Party. 

MAURICE MURPHY, League of American Writers and Motion Pic- 
ture Democratic Committee member; a writer who 
is member of the League of American writers and 
the Communist Party. 

/DALTGM TRUMBC, Member of the League of American './riters and 
the Communist Party. 

^ MICHAEL BLu IMPORT, member of the League of American writers 

- and the Communist Party. 

''FRAME TUTTLE, motion picture director; Communist Party member. 

CHARLES J. MATE, Attorney for Communists and Co.-aaunist Party 
member. 

SALES CRIITZ, .aanber of the Communist Party. 

JOHN; HOMARD LAMSGM, member of the League of American Mriters 
and the Communist Party. 

MARC BLIIZSTEIR, Hollywood composer, member of league of 
American ’Mriters, and a fellow traveller. 

ALBERT MALTZ, President, League of American Mriters, Holly- 
mod Chapter; fellow traveller. 

LUCILLE MAPJ3ER, ^member of League of 'Momen Shoppers; a 
->r _ fellow traveller. 

GUY EMDOHS, member of League of American Mriters and Com- 
munist Party. 

Dr. rIERBERT .ALEX AIDER, Professor of Sociology, Los Angeles 
City College; a fellow traveller. 


In addition to the above, individual members of al 1 Holly- 
wood Communist front -roups were supporting the American Peace Mobilisation. 


Mass meetings were held at the Shrine Auditorium, ibbassy 
Auditorium, Philharmonic Auditorium, in Los Angeles, to carry the message of 
"Peace" to the people. „ 
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At the same time as these meetings were being held the 
Mobilization v/as officially supporting every strike -where that strike would 
hamper defense efforts. It officially, and directly, by sending its members 
to the picket lines, injected itself into the North American Aviation strike 
in Inglewood, Cal.fornia, Vultee Aircraft Company, Downey, California, the 
Columbia Recording Company strike in Hollywood, the Cannon Electrical Company 
strike in Los Angeles, and nany others. It was working feverishly in all di- 
rections to carry out the line of the Communist Party at that time. 

An example of the type of propaganda carried on by the 
*imerican Peace Mobilization unaer the auspices of Communists in Hollywood is 
the meeting held at the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles, on February 24, 1941, 
the advance publicity on which stated as follows: 

"DEFEAT H.E.1776 (Lend-Lease Bill) TJITH THE SPIRIT OF 17761 




Hear 

MICHAEL 1UXLL 

President of CIO Transport Horkers Union 


FREDERICK FIE ID 
Nat'l Secy. ARI 


HERBERT 3 BERMAN 
Local Chrmn-Afil 


PHILLIP M. COM .EUR 
rres, otate flw 


DALTQM TR1130 
The man who wrote 
"Johnny Got His Gun" 


MAT TO DC ABOUT IT 


1. 7/rite your Congresanan. Tell him to vote NO on H.R. 1776 
(Lend-Lease Bill) 

2. Tell your friends about dangers of this bill. 

3. Urge them to write also* 

4. Distribute additional 'espies cf this leaflet. 

5. Join the A .?.!!. 


"The Kew Deal's Triple A. foreign policy, as embraced by 
the Lend-Lease 3111, is to plow under every fourth 
American boy." Sen. BURTON K. '7HEZLER." 


The tenor of the foregoing is that of all activities of 
the American Peace Mobilization, the local spearhead of which in the Southern 
California section, was Hollywood Communist influences. 




' :s 
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The American Peace Mobilization nationally and the Holly- 
wood Division locally continued to function along these lines up until June 
12, 1941* light up until that date HMHBBRT BIBHRKAN and his following, and 
that means the entire Hollywood Communist faction, were screaming for peace 
and chanting the slogan "The Tanks are Mot Coming." 


In fact right up to the day Mr. DIBSKiAI! was picketing 
the Jhite House for "Peace", and showing what Hollywood could do to help pre- 
vent-aid. to democracy. 

Then came the blow! HITLSR smashed across the boraors-of 

P.ussia* 

Again the Communist Party of the United States was taken 

unawares. 


The American Peace Mobilization was left way out on the 

proverbial limb* 


Within a few weeks the name of the American Peace Mobili- 
zation was changed to the AMBPJCAN P3CPLES MOBILIZATION. 

Meetings were immediately called by the American Peoples 
Mobilization. Professor HCBMAH T. 31TJE, KBRBBRT BI3SHHAN, DCUAID 0CS3EN 
BTTT.iAP.T, JOHN HDVi'APD I_A75QU, 3 .'II ORMITB, GUT BUDGES and followers began scream- 
ing for war. "Smash IIITLBE", "All Aic to the 3C7TBT UUICB ana Bngland," "This 
Is a Peoples 1 Mar", etc. 

The Communist Party line had changed againi 

The American peoples Mobilization continued on for some 
few months, but like all Communist front organizations which can no longer 
serve the party, it v/as allowed to peacefully pass away* 


~vr 


MCTICi; PICTVME PFlflTBATIC COMMITTBS 
(Communist front organization) 


Source 4-B has stated that during the period from the 
Seventh Congress of the Communist Internationale hald in Moscow, Hussia, in 
July and August of 1935 wnen OBGHCS DIITTSOV, head of the Communist Interna- 
tionale, made the famous "Troian Horse" speech and August 23, 1939 when the 
p?ct between STALIU and HI7LBR was consummated, and which is known as the "pop- 
ular front" period, the Communist Party created hundreds of "front" organiza— ,■ 
tiona in all countries^)'* ONflCbi-ii-- r . n 

The purpose of these organizations waa ^o draw together 
on as broad a base as ossible ail forces to influence them to support the 
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foreign policy of the soviet Union which, at tine, vraa a pretended desire for 
an alliance vfith the democratic countires to oppose Uazilsm and Fascism. This 
was called the "collective security" proposal. 

Communists vrere, during this period, instructed to drop 
all revolutionary activity ana pose as good democrats, or liberals, and take 
part in all established governmental affairs, local, state and national, where- 
ver they should be. 

In the United States they were instructed to register for 
voting purposes as members of the Democratic Party and carry on their activi- 
ties there. They were to assume the "li'ceral" position and work to get then- 
selves, fellow travellers and sympathizers, also pretending to be good demo- 
crats, into key positions in political circles. They could then use their po- 
sitions and influence to create sympathy and gain support for the policies of 
Soviet Russia. 




In line with this policy and, as usual, obeying orders 
implicitly, the Communists in the Hollywood motion picture industry and its 
periphery began sotting up various front organizations. 

One of tho most important of these groups was the MOTION 
PICTURE DR30CRATIC COMMITTEE. This organization vas created in the early fall 
of 1933. At this time California had already shown tendencies to turn to. the 
left and the time was ideal for the Communist Party to step in and steer the 
political forces an the direction they desired. The state was having a guber- 
natorial election and it was into this election the party threw all its forces. 

The success of the liotion Picture Democratic Goonittee was 
phenomenal. It drew to it on a platform of democratic reform and mildly libeiv 
al slogans a large following in the Hollywood section. It acquired among ita 
membership many famous personages in the picture industry, the majority of whom, 
however, were not aware that the organization was completely under control of 
the Conmunist Party. _ 

Thousands of people vrere influenced by this comnittes which 
had access to publicity channels ordinarily denied to legitimate political 
groups of this character. The big names on its lists were attractive to the 
voters and it was one of the main factors in the local and state elections of 
the year 1938. Almost ail candidates it supported were elected and the gover- 
nor-elect stated later that it was Hollyvrood influence and this organization 
which elected him to office. 


3ut at the same time the organization was seemingly tak- 
ing part in a truly democratic elective process, the Communists vdthin ita 
ranks were spreading their propaganda in all directions. -They succeeded in 
tying the organization in with the Hollywood Anti-Nazi I^a^ue, Conference of 1 
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Hoticn Picture Arts and Crafts, Labor's Non-Partisan League, L 
United Spanish Relief, and were supporting every front organization and Comnun- 
ist controlled labor union in the Los Angeles section. All front organiza- 
tions just above mentioned are Communist inspired. 

This shoulo not be the least surprising, as the individuals 
controlling the Lotion Picture Democratic Committee were the sane ones control- 
ling the other groups. 

The organization as a body were enthusiastic in support 
of president FDGSLVLLT and the democratic administration, neither the Presi- 
dent nor Governor CL3QL ana his state administration could do v/rong. It held 
political r alli es all ovar Southern California. It was all-out for democracy 
and the Constitution of the United States — it loathed Naziism and Fascism. 


»sr 3 Alliance, 


The world was bright and the notion Picture Lemocratic 
Committee was enjoying an influence and prestige that brought smiles to the 
faces of the most case harcened comrades. 


But on August 13, 1939, the bubble burst. The pact between 
STAHL and alTLLR was announced and the Hollywood Lotion Picture Democratic 
Committee found itself way out on a limb. 


V.ithin thirty days instructions came down from 2lo scow that 
the party line had cnangea. The organization must change with it. It was a 
bitter pill, out the comrades were loyal and they obeyed. 


?/itnin a very short time the Lotion Picture Democratic Com- 
mittee was calling President RCQSSVELT a "war monger"; he was dragging the 
United States into an imperialist war; we should mind' our own business, etc. 
Governor OISOK too had become almost overnight a war monger, had deserted the 
poor, was cutting relief and in general was just driving the people to despera- 
tion with his anti-social tactics. 


- By the spring of *1940 the Lotion Picture Democratic Com- 

mittee was vorking hand in hand with the American Peace Crusade, afterward, the 
American Peace Mobilization. It was mailing out thousands of "peace" pleaa 
and insisting that "The Yanis Are Not Coming." It sponsored and took part in 
Communist "peace" meetings all over Southern California. An xiaaple of the 
position of the Hollywooa. Democratic Committee’s in this respect is the fol- 
lowing excerpt from one of their bulletins: 
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CmiFIC STADIUM 


"AMERICA D3CIAHE3 PLACE" 

RALLY CF SATURDAY, ~PRIL 6TH 

"The L.A. Council of the Cocmittee for Industrial Organization, 
the Maritime Federation of the. Pacific, and the California Youth 
Legislature— -each of these bodies representing thousands of 
Southern Californians, requested of the Hollywood Peace Council 
that they bo allowed to co-spor.sor the rally, purpose and plans 
of which are heartily endorsed by their memberships. The eight 
Hollywood organizations welcomed the joint sponsorship. The 
speakers' bureau set up by the H.P.D.C. to publicize the rally 
at meetings ot all sorts — has lined up 75 speaking engagements 
to date... A :nockout script - ritton by MICHAEL BLA-.T'FC!?, JLRQLS 
CHODCRCV, JOSEPH PHILS, PAUL TEI7ERS, CARLJSSHEa, CYRIL KRAMER, 

•was okayed with h'irrahs by the Council this week... The staging of 
the production is in the capable hands of 3ISPAED 7RAUBS. The 
original printing order for "The Yanks Call", newspaper announce- 
ment of the meeting, was 50,000 copies. These were gone in a 
couple of days, and a auulicate order for another 50,000 had to be 
fillec... Ten thousand tickets have been distriouted and the remain- 
ing trra thousand are going fast — so call the H.P.D.C. office (Gr. 
5136) immediately for blocks of 10$, 25$ and 40$ tickets..." 

M.P.L.J. JTrSLLTTYR, 3/26/40. 


(The individuals hamed above, PUUDIFORT, CHOEORQV, etc., are all 
members of the League of -wnerican Writers, the most important Communist front 
group in Hollywood) . ^ 

V/hile the Motion Picture Democratic Committee was cooperat- 
ing with other groups, as above, it was carrying on its own party line pro- 
cedure, as follows i _ 

"PEACE PETITIONS 


250 of these were mailed to 250 M.P.D.C. members along with the last 
newsletter. If you received one, get as many signatures as you can and mail 
it back to this office as soon as you can— because time is the essence of this 
demand to oir representatives." 

.VYII DOUGLAS, the well knovm screen actor, and First 


i 

Vice-Chairman of the Motion Picture Democratic Committee and who had been ac- 
tive in almost every Communist front organization in hbll/wood previously, 
revolted at this procedure. After Russia's attack on Finleryi, he introduced 
a resolution before the committee condemning Soviet Russia 'for this attack. 
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He was overwhelmingly defeated. He resigned from the Ccnnittee in February, 
1940. 

The following vrere the officers of the organization in 
1939-40. All have been long identified with Communist and Communist front 
activities in the motion picture fields 

PH IT, 7 T? DUISIE . Chairman; member of the League of American 
H'riters, and a mender of the Communist Party. He is now with the 'Writers 77ar 
Hoard, Hew York City, the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League and the League for Indus- 
trial Democracy. 


LSLVYL DOUGLAS . First Vice-Chairman; active in Communist 
front organizations; a fellow traveller and formerly Communist Party line fol- 
lower. 


URIAH KQPHI-5 . Second Vice-Chairman. Che is a screen 
actress and fellow traveller. 

JCH1I FOND . Third Vice-Chairman. Lotion picture director, 
and long a fellow traveller. 


LLiUP-ICH LULPHY . Formerly executive secretary of the -League 
of American V/riters. He is a member of the League of American 'Writers and one 
of the leadin_ Communists in the Hollywood section. 


CGHDOH ■ PJCSY . Treasurer. He is a member of the League 
of American Writers and a member of the Communist Farty. He is now in the 

Anny^^tf^ 

Although the Lotion Picture Democratic Committee managed 
to survive the STALIII-KITLSR pact, it finally, late in 1940 became inactive 
as have many other Communists fronts which could not negotiate the hairpin 
turns of the Communist Internationale". 


HOUTDCD DEMOCRATIC CCMLITTEB 
(Communist front or* 



[source 4- 3 has stated) Yfiai tMa_ory*n-i rat-jon fa ^1 
intents and purposes a revival of the Lotion Picture Democratic Committee, a 
Communist Party front organization that went out of exist once shortly after 
the HITLER-STALEi pact was signsd on August 23, 1939. This latter organiza- 
tion and the reasons for its liquidation are dealt with under section 1 of 
this report.. 
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The Hollywood Democratic Comaittee is being set u? at 
the present time to operate in the political field and this purpose was stated 
ir. a call issued for its first meeting which was held at the Hollywoo d Ro ose- 
velt Hotel in Hollywood on January 14, 1943« 


This initial meeting was for the purpose of "forming an 
association of voters in the motion picture comnunity vfhich will support 
victory legislation and victory candidates." This meeting was primarily an 
organisational cnsj as there have be=n no further open meetings, it can be 
said that the Hollywood Democratic Committee is still in the process of forma- 
tion. 


following: 


The call for this initial meeting was signed by: 
WALTER ABEL 

marc column 

WALTER HUSTON 

The speakers for this organization were listed as the 


MART UcCALL, JR. 

WALTER HUSTON 
MARGARET BENNETT 

ROBERT V7. KENNY (Attorney General of the 
State of California) 

RUSSELL GIEASCH, chairman 

Of the foregoing the following have been identified as 
cooperating with and active in other Communist fronts in Hollywood: 

EAR? EcCALL. JR . is President of the Screen Writers Gu i l d , 
the bargaining agency for the Hollywood Screen Writers. She has been active 
and is stall active in Communist front organizations such as the Kollyrood 
^ 5 *- Writers Mobilization for Defense, Hollywood Anti-Hazi League, Hollywood League 
'“for Democratic Action, Motion Picture'Democratic Conmittee, and she is a fel- 
low traveller. 


MARC CONNEWI,? is* *a screen writer. He is also a member of # 
the League of American Writers and is active in the Hollywood Writers Mobili- 
zation for Defense. He is the chairman of the Hollyireod Writers Mobilisation 
Committee for Interchange of cultural Material with Writers in the Soviet Union. 
He is a fellow traveller. 
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■7ALTER HUS TON is a screen actor. He is not identified 
specif ically with membership In the Communist front organizations, but is sym- 
pathetic toward Soviet Russia and its form of governnent. This information 
has been obtained from press releases regarding his parts in pictures from 
time to time. 


MARGARET EEMM5TT is t member of the Screen Office 2n- 
ployees Guild, a studio labor union affiliatea ?ri.th the Conference of Studio 
Unions, a Communist front controlled group under the leadership of HERBERT Ki. 
SGKRELL. Miss BENNETT follows the Communist Party line in *1 1 her union ac- 
tivities. 


ROBERT ’7. KENNY was formerly state senator of California. 

He was elected Attorney General of the state of California during the last 
November election. It can be stated here that Mr. KENNY is a fellow traveller. 
He has consorted with known Communist groups. He has supported protests 
against the deportation proceedings of KARRI BRIDGES. He was also connected 
with the SCinCGIDZRMAir-DORSEI Defense Committee, He is a close associate of 
Attorney ISO GALLAGHER, a known Communist in Southern California who handles 
most of the Communist Party's legal business. Mr. KENNY is President of the 
National Lawyer's Guild, a Communist controlled organization. 

RUSSELL GLEASON is the son of JAMES and LUCILLE GIZASON, 
both of whom have been involved in Communist front activity in Hollywood. 

Mr. GI2ASQN i? looked upon as an active sympathizer v.dth Communist causes. 

At the initial meeting of this group on January 14, 1943 
the following well known Ccsmnunists of long stan ding attended and participated 
in discussions from the floor: 

J. IC. (SPIKE) 'tTAT.T.ACE. business representative of Musi- 
cians Local No. 47* 


HERBERT K. 3QRRBIL. business representative of the Studio 
Painters Local 644 and President of JiRe Conference of Studio Unions. 

■*T+m m 

JOHN HGTfAKD lAViSON'. member of the League of American 
writers, American Peace Mobilisation and a teacher in the VTriters School, 
and has been active in many other front organizations. 


5D i£. GILBERT, business representative of the Screen Of- 
fice Enployeea Guild. 



A more complete record of the Communist activities of all 
of these parties appears heretofore in this report. 
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In addition to the above the following well known fellow 
travellers and party line followers were in attendance or mentioned by the 
Chai rman as supporters of this organization* 

SUDiJEZ 3UCHMAN. a writer. He is a member of the League 
of American '.Trite rs. He supported the American Peace Mobilization and is a 
teacher in the Writers School. 

SHERIDAN GIBICT is a writer and a member of the League 
of American ’.Trite rs . He supported the American Peace Mobilization and i9 a 
writer in the Mriters School. He also engages in other Communist front or- 
ganizations and activities. 

KARO ID SMITH is business representative of Local 695 of 
the I.A.7.S.2. He is a fellow traveller. 

3HBPAKE TRAU3E is a writer and member of the League of 
American Writers. He is active in the Motion Picture Democratic Committee 
and was active in the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, the Hollywood League of 
Democratic Action, and was a member of the American Peace Mobilization. 

'.7HLIAM (BILL) MORRIS. JR . is the owner of the Morris 
^Booking Agency in Hollywood. He is a fellow traveller who provides strong 
support financially to front organizations and is an ardent follower of the 
Communist Party Une. Mfr*' 


As stated, the Hollywood Democratic Committee is now in 
the process of formation and it is believed that it will very shortly emerge 
as a fixed organization. Up to the present time it has follovred the usual 
pattern of a Communist front organization. 


MOTION PICTURE ARTISTS COMMITTEE 
(Communist Front Organization) 




^Source 4~C has informe^^(^t the “Motion Picture Artists 
Conmittee was a group set up to work in conjunction with a larger national 
organization, the North American Conmittee to Aid Spanish Democracy. This 
latter Committee was the outgrowth of a series of previously created "Spanish 
Aid 11 groups, all under the control of the Communist Party. They re re all set 
up for the purpose of aiding the Communist program in Spain during the civil 
war in that country. 


The original organization set up by the Communist Party 
in 1936 was called the Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy. Shortly there- 
after the North American Conmittee to Aid Spanish Democracy was formed. In 
1938 the two were merged and called the Medical Bureau and North American^bm- 
mittee to Aid Spanish Democracy. Meanwhile there was the American Friends of 
Spanish Democracy. Later this group joined the larger one. After t he Spanish 

^1A2- 



o 






civil war came to an end in April, 1939 a new organization -,ras set up. It 
was called the Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign. In March 1940 there was dis- 
sension within the group, some of the members objecting to Communist domina- 
tion. The Communists retained control, however, and renamed it temporarily 
the Emergency Conference to Save Spanish Refugees. In 1941 it was renamed 
North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy, after absorbing another 
group which had sprung uc overnight callod Dorothy Parker's Spanish Children's 
P.SlisT Fund. Out of that muddled up ancestry came the notion Picture Artists 
Committee. 


The purposes of all the above organizations were identical, 
all being Communist controlled. Those purposes wcrs the collection of funds 
and recruiting of young men to join the Abraham Lincoln Brigade' to fight with 
the loyalists in Spain. Hundreds of thousands of dollars were collected and 
never accounted for, and thousands of young Americans were induced to go to 
Spain for the glory of the Communist cause. 

The officers of the notion Picture Artists Committee were 
the same as those we find in many other fronts. All were monbers of -the league 
of American TTriters. 

- JOHN HOWARD LAWSON 

- MICHAEL 3LAKXFCRT 
LjSTER CCilljh 

•SALARIES PAGE, Secretary 

The Executive Board is as follows: 

DONALD OGDEN STEWART 
HERBERT BI BERMAN 
SIDIST BUCHMAN 
- DUD LEI NICHOLS 
MADELINE RUTHVSN 
LEWIS imSSTONE 

FLORENCE EIDiuDCE (wife of FREDERIC MARCH) 
KUMPHRET COBB 
FRANCHOT TONE 
SAMSON RAPHAE1S0N 


The sponsors were: 

Dr. HERBERT AJEIANDSB. 
MELVIN DOUGLAS 
THEODORE DREISER 
PAUL MUNI 
PHILLIP MEEIVALS 
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Judge ROBERT ’,7. KENNY (now Attorney General 
of the state offialifornia) 

ARCHIEAID UacLflSH 

SHEHNOOD ANDERSON 
HWA3P A RKOIP 
PSOL K. DOUGLAS 
RICKARD ARIEN 
AI, TONIC 3HT3SZA, 

FANNY HURST 
SYLVIA SIDNEY 
SINCLAIR IZ7TCS 
LIARTHA CEAHAIa 
RICKARD CCiiKELL 


One of the projects sponsored by these Spanish Aid Com- 
raittees was the Rescue Ship Llission. This was the proposed fitting out of a 


ship which was to sail from the United States and rescue 


Loyalist refugees 


interned in Southern France. It ras proposed to raise ^300,000 to fit out 
the ship, which was to be called the "Lovcen". Funds for this venture were 
still being collected as late as August 19A1, It may ce stated that the ship 
never sailed and no accounting was made of the funds collected. 


LI any innocents were inveigled in this venture. HELEN 
HELLER, HARCID RZIGEIilAK and others resigned when they discovered it was a 
Communist front. Keatings were held, and money raised in Hollywood, under 
the direction of LION FEUCHT7AKGER and 3 ID LET BUCHKAN. All the Hollywood 
Communist intellectuals supported the drive. 

Among the sponsors in Kollywod were: 

LION r5UCHT*7AHGSR. writer, propagandist, refugee, Com- 
munist Party line follov.ar. 




-Writers. 


SIDNEY BUCHLIAN, writer, member of the League of American 


Writers* 


KARO 3UTZSTEIN, writer, member of the League of American 


Writers* 


lOROTHY PARKER, writer, member of the League of American 


Studios. 


K33IAN SHUNT IN, producer and director at Tamer Brothers _/ 

■ * ^ 
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wood Chapter were: 
Writers. 

and Investigation. 



5HERTP0D ANDERSON, writer and dramatist. 

The sponsors of the UNITED SPANISH AID C0L2ILTTSE, Holly- 

DOROTHY PAPiCP.t writer, member of the League of American 

CARET 2ic T .7TT T T KK > Communis t and Commissioner of Housing 


IRVING PICHEL. Director and member of the League of Ameri- 
can T.’riters; 

PAUL' HUNT, actor. 

I1ARC ELITES THIN, Composer, member of the League of Ameri- 
can 'Triters. 

LANGSTON Tf TGHES. writer, member of the League of American 

■Tbit era. 

DO NAIL OGDEN STEWART . writer; member of the League of 

American "Triters. 


Writers. 




FRANK TUTTLE. Director. 

■TOHTJ ',Z~r:7?r. writer, member of the League of American 

HSRke^T K« SORRFTJ,, Labor leader and Communist. 

GEORGE BIDDIS. artist. 

EDWARD BIBSKMAN. artist, brother of HERBERT BIEEHtlAN. 

LION F5UCHTWANGSR. writer, propagandist and a refugee. 

JQKu GARjISID. actor. 




* 
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Dr. AAROl. ROSZ.'OFr, psychiatrist (deceased). 

Prof. J. 3P?H ngUSR, Stanford professor. 

GLQhGZ KUnsiL, state chairman. Industrial Relations. 

Judge ST-aJiGY LCFFLTT, Justice of the Peace, Last side. 

3 AH IIOUSiC!' A -T-T.::;-?. poor politician, head of the 5.E.A. 

JOHI; .‘i.'SOh FORE, County supervisor, Los Angeles County. 

Judge E. PAY GHAUSR. Superior court judge. 

GALE SCALAR GAAhD, Screen actress, wife of HAIiDIRT EIEEPltAn 

The Secretary and Vice-chairman of the last named organiza- 
tion v/as JACK AVGP.OF?, and admitted member of the Communist Party. 



KOIHLOOE CUj- JITT3L 50S LL-IT-T-S IL ZXIIH 
(Communist Front organi’sation) 

(source d-D has roporteajthat while this committee v/as a 
Local organization and apparently confined its actii/i tic s to the EoUyvood 
section, raising money ana spreading propaganda for its purposes, it had its 
origin in, and cooperated with the various "Spanish Aid" committees set up by 
the Communist Party during the period of the Spanish civil rar. 


At that time many Communist vrriters, artists, journalists 
ana professionals had gone to Spain to support the Communist activities among 
.. the. -Loyalist forces. They came from many countries. rt t the came tics there 
v/erlf-nany intellectuals v/ithin Spain who leaned toward, the Communist cause. It 
was in the middle of that oerioa that the writers, artists and intellectuals 
had become imbued vrith social concepts of LuHUI and STALE!. Hie world v/as all 
out of joint and it v/as up to them to fix it up and the place to start was 
Spain. 


the situation: 


LUIS ARIC.UIGTAIT, a Spanish v.riter had this to say 'bout 


"I am speaking now of tha so-called Communist sympa- 
thizers, the fellow travellers who wera so activo. in giving the Span- 
ish Communists the power and influence they already had.. .They were 
dbtonishingly rmaerous among our bourgeoisie where they foxpnd large 



and influential groups. 


'.Tritsrs, journalists, artists and p 
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n I an mentioning the unhappy part this group played 
in Spain because I happen to know the great influence similar groups 
are exerting in France, England and the U.S.A. One of the reasons 
why I am ^giving this resume of Spanish experiences is to teach them > _ 

a lesson. 

New Leader, 6-3-39 • 


After the Spanish civil war ended in April, 1939, many 
of these Communists and fellow travellers were caught and interned in camps. 
Others escaped into France and North Africa and interned there. Some es- 
caped and got back to the countries from which they came. Later other writers 
and artists escaped from Germany and occupied France and became stranded in 
neutral countries in Europe, especially Portugal. Others are still in concen- 
tration camps in Germany and occupied France. 

It was to aid these exiled writers, artists and profes- 
sional people that the Hollywood Committee for Writers in Exile was allegedly 
created. The purpose was to raise funds for their relief wherever needed and 
plans were made to get them into the United States eventually. 

All of this would be most laudable if it were not that 
the committee was interested only in those refugees who were Communists, fel- 
low travellers and sympathizers with the cause of communism. So true is this 
that the Communist Party, of which the Hollyrwod Committee for Writers in 
Exile is a front, advocated the deportation back to Spain, France or Germany 
of those writers and artists who did not agree with its domination of the in- 
tellectuals of those countries. 

An example of this discrimination is the attsnpt of the 
Communist Party to force the Government of Mexico to deport three writers, 

''"OR SERGE, JULIAN GORKIN and UARCEAD PI7ERT. These men had escaped from 
and France and were in Mexico City. But because they objected to Corn- 
domination of the Spanish Loyalist forces in the civil war and opposed 
•'nuniBt Party in principle, the Hollywood Comnittee for Writers in Exile 
der no circumstances, aid these refugees. The main purpose of the 
'onmittee for Writers in Exile was stated by GARS IN KANIN, fellow 
lotion picture director in Hollywood, at a meeting of this conmit- 
the Beverly Wilshire Hotel on November 26, 19A0 to an audience of 
directors, actors and writers, as follows t 

“Hollywood today could uge the brains that KTT TJSp 
incentration camps. There are not enough brains in 

'duce the 500 stories annyally needed by the f i 7m ■ 

00 ^ 
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at the Meeting: 


Five thousand dollars ms collected at this meeting. 
Hollywood Reporter 11— 

nr„« M-nvrne refugee vrriters and artists 




* 


ALE P ■! ■ DOx^ILN . 
1301: IHTTLST: 
Leonard FRANK 
DR. KURTZ NEULIAK 
FREDERICK TORBERG 
AlfTlS PCLG/iR 

ksihrick hank 



A~p. of the above are Germans. 

The following are the active members of the Committee 


DOKAID OGDEN STEWART, Chairman 
SIDHEH Bl’CHMAN 
SHERIDAN GIBNS? 

MARIAN SPITZSR 


(All the above are members of the League of American 
inters ana teach in the Hollaed Writers School) 


\ 


Sponsors are: 

DGROTK? PARKER, writer and fellow traveller. 

CH0B0E ° 7 ’ S2S ^ b S. 0 Lfr-!c^X C °.Um M Uon 

H. S. iSlAFT 

MARC BLITZSTEIII 
HERMAN SHIMIIK 

fredepic march 

GARSH! KANIN 
HEIEK GAKAGEN-^ 

LANGSTON HUGHES 
CARE? McY/ILLIAIS 
IRVING PICKED 
FRANK TUTTIE 
JOHN REELS? 

JEAN LLIR 
PAUL UJKI 




OHK GARFIELD 

r.pnTCY COIUNQORE. actress, ’.rife of RICHARD COLLINS 


/ 


/ 



o 




G30?wC$ 7.HJNER, Booking agent 

LION FSUCHTWANGER (himself a refugee writer f 

ROBERT R0SS3SN, writer 



yTT.T.Tu U DIETERLE, director 
JOHN CROWELL, director 


All of the above are identified with other Communist 
front activities ir. the Hollywood section. 

The Hollywood Committee for Writers in Exile is just an- 
other of the maze of Communist dominated interlocking front organizations. 


JOINT ANTI-FASCIST K5FUGSB COMMITTEE 
(Communist front organisation) 

(source 1-E has reported'^iat this Communist inspired and 
conirolleo organisation, is an outgrowth of various communist front organiza— 
tions that were set up during the Spanish civil war period when the Soviet 
Union and the Communist Party were engaged in capturing the Loyalist cause in 
Spain. There had ccme into existence in the United States at that time the 
following organizations: 


i 


V 


If 


MEDICAL BUREAU TO AID SPANISH DEMOCRACY 

NORTH AMERICAN COMMITTEE TO AID SPAIJISH CSJOCRACY 

MEDICAL BUREAU AND NORTH AMERICAN COMMITTEE TO AID 


SPANISH D2I0CRACY 
SPANISH REFUGES RELIEF CAMPAIGN 
HLGRGENCY OOKFSTSIKE TO SATE SPANISH REFUGEES 
SPANISH CHILDREN f S RELIEF FUND 
SPANISH REFUGEE SKIP MISSION 
FRIENDS OF THE ABRAHAM LINCOLN BRIGADE 
HOLLYWOOD CQUL2TTEE FOR WRITERS IN EXILE 


UNITED AMERICA*': SPANISH AID COMLITTEE 


The foregoing Organizations were set up under the direc- 
tion of the Communist Party* and at one time or another, 1 functioned in the 
United States. 


Tfnen Russia entered the v.-ar on the side of the United na- 
tions, the Spanish Civil War episode was relegated to past history, as all 
efforts of the Communists in the United States must now be cevotea to winning 
the vrs.r for Russia's sake. 
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As a result of this situation all these organizations, 
ana their remnants have now been incorporated into one group, the J3IMT 
.'uITI-F ASSIST REFUGE COLCHTTIS. It i3 national in scope; and has an office 

i T ralifnm'lfl. T hf* ruimOflfi f> f the OT^.'ini^at.ion - 3.S 

oau ui'auuu in iiwiigf ***-' i ■ - *-»■ — - - — ■ ■■/ 

stated by the Secretary of the Hollywood branch, HEIZN II. FISGHSR, ie to 
raise funds and give all aid possible in every way to those Spanish, German 
end French refugees now interned in concentration camps in Europe; and 
wherever and whenever possible bring them to the United otates, or the 
Americas. 


I flhis organisation being completely Communist dominated, 
is interested only in those refugees whose political opinions coincide v/ith 
those who are in control ox this coranittee, j 

At the present tine the headquarters of the committee 
are locatsc. at 8505 Sunset loulevara, Hollywood. The offices are suaptously 
equipped and the committee apparently is well equipped financially'. 


(A cneck of the personnel and those in charge and active 
in the organization shows the ssm© names and control that had been observed 
in all the other Hollywood Cocuunist front organizations,^ They are the fol- 
lowing; y? 

PHI T .T,TP : ^RIVALS, Honorary Chairman. Li*. II2KIVALE is 
described as an English actor now appearing in motion pictures. Hr. H3RI7AIE 
is a fellow traveller, having been active in the Hew Theatre league, and vari- 
ous cultural organizations in Hollywood over a period of years — a fellow trav- 
eller. 


lira. TJT'AHE CHpDCROV, Chairman. This is the wife of 
jDVIAHD CH0D0R0V, a maaber of the League of American '.Writers, and a close fel- 
loy traveller with the Communist Party. He has followed the line from the 
i^jjSlar Front period, into the Fifth, or Pact Period, when he was connected 
;vith the American Peace Mobilization. ShS” has done likewise. 

~~~ HELEN M. FISCHER , Secretary. Ills 3 73SCK3R is a newcomer, 
having just suddenly "appeared". She has not been shown heretofore in the 
Hollywood section. 


iUss FISCHER stated that the organisation has no board of 
directors or executive board, but does have a "working committee". The TTork 
ing Committee" is composed of the following parties: 

Mrs, SIDES? SJCHUAN , wife of SID HE? BUCHLIAK, League of . *- 
American TTriters, and a staunch fellow - traveller. 





ROBERT ROSSHN. member of the League of American TJriters, 
chairman of the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, a fellow traveller, member of 


f m /-i f\ a *«Vm "I *1 r 
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K. S. (HY) KRAFT , member of the League of American 
Writers, Hollywood Writers Liobilization, a fellow traveller, member of the 
American Peace liobilization, etc. 


CSQRGS WIIIKSR, theatrical booking agent, formerly West- 
ern Repressntative of "New Masses". 

DOROTHY COHLUTQCRS. screen actress, fellow traveller, wife 
of RICHARD COLLINS of the League of American Writers* 

JCSRNRv RIVER, vdfe of W« L. RIVER of the League of Ameri- 
can Writers, American Peace Mobilization, and fellow traveller* 

ANNA REVERE - no record. 

MARIAN SPITZER, League of American Writers, American Peace 
Mobilization, and a long record of fellow traveller. 

TAMARA GEVA, formerly of the New Theatre League and other ■ 
front organizations} a fellow traveller* 

Miss FISCHER stated that the organization had no list of 
maabersj that the organization was the committee which called meetings, col- 
lected funds and attended to all business of the organization. She gave the 
following as the sponsors of the organization. 

WALTER HUSTON — Screen actor, and fellow traveller. 

OLIVIA DeHAV TLIAN D - Screen actress. v 

■T UT. TEN DU7IVIER - French motion picture director, now 
. employed in Hollyrwod*. 

y HEINRICH MANN - German refugee writer, now in Hollywood. 

' HON FEUCHTWANGER - German refugee writer, a fellow trav- 
eller fanatically devoted to Communism and 
the Soviet Union. Author of "Moscow 1937 "• 

DAVE MAI WHITT! - elderly screen actress* 

w TTiTtu w>hrts 7 JR. , theatrical booking^ageat in Holly- 
wood and a close fellow, traveller 

Mrs. AID! LEHR - Connected with Hollywood charitable organi- 
zations. 

That the Joint Anti-Fascist ;teiug«e v 
Communist front organization there can be no doubt. ^ 

■ k 
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IEAGUK OF AMERTCAH WRITERS. HOLT^m CHAPTER 
(Communist Front Organisation) ~~~ 

to, 



^Source V-6 baa reported)^hat "the League of American 
Writers, since its formation in April, 193*5 in New York City, has been and 
still is one of the most influential and far-reaching Communist front organi- 
zations ever set up in this country. Because of the fact that it has succeed- 
ed in drawing into its ranks many writers of national and international repu- 
tation, it has been able to exercise, by using organized pressure and the full 
strength of the Communist machine on books, magazines, periodicals and the 
press, an influence of serious proportions. As a propaganda instrument of the 
Communist Party it has rendered and is rendering outstanding service to the 
foreign policy of the Soviet Union. 

^The Hollywood Chapter of the League of American Writers 
is particularly of extreme importance because, operating through its members 
who are firmly intrenched in the motion picture industry, it c*" and doaa 
exercise amost insidious ipf^ianca over the type of picture produced. At 
the present time an examination will show that in almost every case where a 
picture is being made dealing with the war situation as it affects the Soviet 
Union, the writer or writers, and in SASSS. directors, are persons who 
have been identified as members of the League of American Writers, or as 
having been involved in other Communist front activities in the Hollywood 
section. 3 This is extremely important inasmuch as the motion picture is now 
considered necessary to national defense. 

[The parentage and control of the League of American 
Writers by the Communist Party cannot be doubted. It is a matter of record. 

In November, 1930 a Congress of so-called "revolutionary writers" was held 
in Kharkov, Russia. At this congress a program was laid down for an Inter- 
national Union of Revolutionary Writers which was to operate in all countries 
outside the borders of the Soviet Union. The baeic purpose of this Union was 
to organize Intellectuals , particularly writers, in all countries, indo ctrin- • 
ate then, with the philosophy of Marxian Communism and then create cultural 
organizations for the defense of the Soviet Union* These organizations would 
work in cooperation with the various sections of the Communist Internationale 
(Comintern) throughout the world.^^l 

The delegates from the United States who attended the 
Kharkov Congress, one of wham was MICHAEL G01D and who was one of those 
chiefly instrumental in organizing the League of American Writers, made.*, 
report, and this report is published in "New Masses" for February, 1931«4f£/ 

Meanwhile [there had already been set up in the larger J 
cities of the United States groups of writers, artists and intellectuals q 
called "John Reed Clubs". (Hollyrcod had its John Reed Club from 1932 to 
(1935).- But as these John Reed Clubs were more in the nature of groups Cy 
inspired by local Communist influences, they did not serve the aims of the^ 





Communist Party in a sufficiently disciplined manner. In January, 1935 a 
Congress of John Heed Clubs was held in New Tork City. At this congress which 
was composed of delegates from the clubs wherever located, a decision was made 
to call a Congress of American Writers to work out a plan for more efficient 
cooperation. The call was issued for April 1935, the Congress to be held in 
New Tork City.} On April 24 to 27, 1935 at the New Scho ol f or S ocial Research, 
the congress was bald, (it was called FIRST AMERICAN WRITERS CONGRESS •] 

^One result of this congress was the formation of the 
League of American Writers, and at the same time it elected what was called 
a National Council. This National Council then affiliated with the Interna- 
tional Union of Revolutionary Writers before mentioned which had its head- 
quarters in Moscow, Russia. Thus, through the action of -its National Council, 
the League of American Writers became an affiliate of this international revo- 
lutionary organisation which has always been under the control of tbs Common— 
1st Party of the Soviet Union. J The members of the National Council were the 
followings 

'MICHARL BLANKFQRT 
AN WICK BROOKS 




HARK CARUSIZ 
EUGENE CIU 
MERU5 COLBI — 
LEONARD EHRLICH 
ANGEL FIORES 


SIDNET HOWARD 
MDISSHE NADIR 
CLIFFORD ODETS 
JOSEPH OPATOSHU 
REBECCA PITTS- 
ACaUSS - SHE DLKf 
JAMES WAT0JMAN WISE 


gress was 



Congress wares 


\jhe principal speaker at this First American Writers Con-v 
EARL BROWDER*! S v 

J VA.i 

^Other known Coenuinl ats busy at this congress weret 

MICHAEL GOID - Now columnist on the "Dally Worker*. 

CLARENCE HATHARAT - Then editor of the "Daily Worker". 

JOSEPH FREEMAN - member of the staff of. the "New Masses". 

ATmTAWDER TRACHTENBERG - a Party leader and head of Interna- 
tional Publishers. 

M0I3SAIE J. OLGHN, Party leader and author of "Why Communism" 

(deceased) 

GRANV TTJZ HICKS - Teacher at Harvard University and self-adnitted 
masher of the Ceramist Party. 

and many others.} 

Those who signed the call for this First American Writers 

TOtroifflAk 

EARL BROWDER - Communist Party member. 

MICHAEL GOID - Communist Party member. 


/ 
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Danville hick s 
thbodohe dheissr 

' NATHAN ASCH 
LESTER -COHai 
(&AHff DAHISEEG - 
JOHN L. SPIVAK - 
NEISON ALGREN 
ARNO ID B. ARMSTRONG 

maxwell bodenheui 

THOMAS BOYD 
BOB BROWN 
FIEIDINO BURKE 
KENNETH BURKE 
ROBERT COATS 
ERSONS -CAIPWELL - 

'ALAMcSife'^ - - 

ROBERT CANTWELL - 

£jACK CONROY 

MALCQIM COWLEY - 
/fe ENDOEE 
JAMES T. FARKELL - 
KENN ETH FEARING - 
BEN FIELD 
TTAIDO FRANK 
[JOSEPH FKESJtAN - 
VEUGENE GORDON 
HORACE GREGORY 
-HENRY HART 
[CLARENCE HATHAWAY— 
JOSEPHINE HERBS T 
ROBERT HERRICK 
[LANGSTON HUGHES 
ORRICK JOHNS 
ARTHUR KALLET 
T.TMCOLN K IBSTE IN 


— Conn uniat Party member /(^<J 


Fellow traveller. 
Communist Party member J 

« ■ B 


— Not a Comnuniet Party rnoaber ♦ 
^ n n n » * 


- Fellow traveller* 


H 

tl 

II 

n 


n 

It 

ti 

« 


Communist Party member^} yO ( u -) 
Fellow Traveller. i, f 

Cojuaunist Party tuemberTXf a CA - ) 
Not a Communist Party Hebber. . 
Fellow traveller. 

Fellow traveller. , 

Communist Party member ) 
B n « ' 

Fellow traveller. » 

Communist Party member .jm ) 


— Fallow Traveller. 

Communist Party memberTWj 
Fellow traveller. / 

Fellow traveller. 

Communist Party member 

m I I / 


- Fellow Traveller. , r \ 

- Com uniat Party meraberT] wlr J 

- Fellow traveller. • 


HERBERT KUNE" 

"JOSHUA KUNITZ 
JOHN HOWARD LAWSON 
t ttt.tr lernER — 

[iJERIDEL LHSUEUR - 
MELVIN LEVY 
ROBERT MORSE IOVETT - Fellow traveller. 
IDUIS IO20WICK 
GRACE LUMPKIN 
LEWIS MUMFORD 


Fellow traveller. 

It N 


X 


,VA 
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EDWARD NEWH0U5E 
(JOSEPH NORTH 
MQISSAIE J. OLCHN- 
SAMUEL ORNITZ 
UTRA PACE > 

JOHN DOS PASSOS - 


Communist Party 

N • 


^ 

member 

“ (now dead) 


“X 


« 

« 


PAUL PETERS 
ALIEN PORTER 
HAROID PREECR 
mi JAM ROIXUB, JR* 
PAUL RQMAHE 
(ISADOR SCHNEIDER - 
EDWIN SEAVKR - 
CLAIRE SIFTON 
PAUL SIFTON 
GEJORCE SKLAR 

UNCOIL’ S TEFFE NS - 
PHILLIP STEVENSON 


Fellow traveller. 

- - * " (Now anti Communist 

• . Party) 

N * 


Communist Party member 

Fellow traveller* 
n n 




(Probably Communist 
Party member) 


GENEVIEVE TAGGAHD- a a I, \ 

^ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG - Comm uniat Party member J^j/ X 
NATHANIEL TOST . , \ 

(JSUA MAE WINTEB. - Communist Party mmberjJ^ \ 

RICHARD WRIGHT » " ■ (Negro) 

At the conclusion of the Congress and for some time there- 
after the League of American Writers operated as a national organization* The 
Hollywood Chapter had not yet been formed* The result of a call issued by 
HAJRHI CARLISIE, one of the National Council of the League of American 7/riters 
and a member of the Conmunist Party, was a nation wide meeting of the W g stern 
riter s Con gress In San Francisco, California, on November 13, 1936, This _ 

. ingre ss was under the firm control of the Conmunist Party as had. been the 
Fi rst Am erican Writers Congress* VICTOR J. JEROME, a ranking functionary in 
the Communist Party in New York was sent out to guide the proceedings and ad- 
dress this Western Writers Congress* HARRY BRIDGES was also one of the prin- 
cipal speakers. In addition to the above, other well known C om m un ists who 
assisted in maintaining Communist Party control over the congress were the 
following: 

/ IAHHT CARL3SIE - Conmunist Party member 
MICHAEL GOID " " » 

CLARA WEATHEHSBAX * ■ • 

EDNA SILVERTON - ■ * ■ 

WTT.T.TAtf B* HOLTHER " » ■ 

| DONAID OGDEN STEWART- ■ ■ ■ 



^ 1 SC 



*_ 

* 


) 


Congress were: 


~>r 
* ' 


Communist 

a 


Party member. 

n a 


1 ^ 0*0 


j ELLA MAE WINTER - 
1__GSRAIL STRANG 

Those who signed the original call for the Western Writers 
IOUIS ADAMIC - Liberal 

. HOWARD BAKER *■ — • 

ERNEST SUTHERLAND BATES 
CALVIN BRIDGES 
MIRON BRINIG 
WITTER SHEER 
HUMPRHEY COBB 
CLARKSON CRANE 
H. L. DAVIS 
HARVEY FERGUSON 
SARA BARD FTETD 
LINCOLN FIT2ELL 
MARTIN FLAVIN 

MTRTAM ATI JIM de 
ELSA GWUM 
MICHAEL GOID 
HOWARD HILL 
JAMES HOPPER 
JLELEN HOYT 
-fSSIDNEY HOWARD 

k t i w vttr 


Fellow traveller 

it n 


- Fellow traveller 


FORD 


Fellow traveller 
Communist Party member 


Coamunist Party 
Fellow traveller 

■ ■ 


ALEXANDER KAUN - 
HERBERT KLEIN 
ROBIN LAUPSON 
^ CARET MCWILLIAMS - 

SEUJEN MKNiWflR 
H. G. MEERIAM- 
MAX MILLER ' ~ 

RICHARD NEU HSR( irift 

DOROTHY PARKER - Fellow traveller 
KENNETH HEXROTH - " " 

ELMER RICE " ■ * 


mmober^^y, 


} ( lA-O 


Communist Party member (member of \y 
Unit 42 , Professional Section) _j M's 

fU 



( 


o 
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This group continued to function under the name of the 
Western Writers Congress until October, 1937 when the membership voted to 
go over in a body and join the League of American Writers national organiza- 
tion. After this action was taken the {next step was the formation of the 
Hollywood Chapter of the League of American Writers. The purpose in forming 
this group waa to tale in those writers who were employed in the motion pic- 
ture industry in order to concentrate more efficiently on the production of 
motion pictures.' Headquarters were set up in Hollywood and the organisation 
has functioned steadily since its formation^ 

The officers of the Hollywood Chapter arei 


ALBERT UALTZ - President 


GIZNDA SULLIVAN - Secretary 

Both of the above have been Identified with such CooBuin- 
1st front organizations as, HOLLYWOOD ANTI-NAZI LEAGUE, LEAGUE FOR PEACE AMD 
DEMOCRACY, AMERICAN PEACE MOBILIZATION, HOLLYWOOD IEAGUE FOR DEMOCRATIC AC- 
TION, etc. ' * 


lowingt 


Those most active in the Hollywood Chapter are the fol- 
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IA BACKUS 

JOHN BOYLAN ^ - 

SIDNEY .BUCHUAN "= 

VERA CiSPAHY 
EDWARD CHODGHOV 
JEIGMS CHQDOBOV 
RICHARD 00LUN3 - 
NORMAN CORWIN 
FRANK DAVIS 

Prof. FRANKLIN FEARING - 


- Fellow Traveller 


S(m 


ENDORE i 
JOSEPH FIELDS 
SHERIDAN GIBNEY 
» GRANT 
INGBTffl 
✓ PAUL JARRICO' 

VAHW 

HOWARD LAWSON - 
)BEET LESS 
LZVTN 
LVYN IEVY 
RERUN 



— University 
of California at Los Angeles 

- Coodunist Party memberl/xb (u. ) 

- Fellow Traveller j 

• • . 

- Co— uniat Party amb*r}(t ; (uA 

- Fellow Traveller 1 v 

_ ■ - 
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DDDIET NICHOIS . 

A RC H QBOIZ& - 

- IRVING HB33 
FH33 RZHAZSO 
W. L. Rim 
BOHBtT BOSSHI . 
✓WAIDO SALT 
BUM) WIISQN'3CHULBEHG 



ALLAH SCOTT 
J£RH3 SCHHARTZ 
/mu LA BROTHERS SHORE- 
¥“TESS — 

'DONAID OGDEN STSMAHT- 
Z) ALTON TEGMBO 


Fellow Traveller 


- Toung Coasanlst League end CawaiH 
ist Party neeber 
Fellow traveller 

» » 

Cawsunlrt Party simb*r~\ 1 . 

: : : 

Fellow traveller 


Each and everyone of the above have been identified as 
sponsors of, ambers in or active in support of such Co—nniat front organi- 
zations as: 


AMSOCAN IEAGUE FOE PEACE AH) DHOCBACT 
90LUHOGD AHTI-HAZI IEAGUE 
aOLLmOOD XZAGQB FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTIO* 

HOUIIOQD PEACE FORUM 

M0T3DH PICTURE DEMOCRATIC CGMGTTBE 

AMERICAN PEACE MOBILIZATIQM 

HOLLTMXD THEATRE ALLIANCE 

OONTEMFORAET THEATER 

UNITS) SPANISH AID GGUHTTB 

JOIST ANTI-FASCIST REFUSE OOflOTTEE 

SET THEATRE HAGUE 

MOTIO* PICTURE A BOOTS COM H I UE 

febe Hollywood Chapter of the League of Mexican inters 
has as an organisation followed the Cfnnist Party Hm ever since it was 
first established.} 


During the Jtopular Front period it sapported all other 
organizations which followed the party line. It has protested officially the 
deportation proceedings against HAHRT BRIDGES. It was officially affillatsd 
with the Hollywood Aoti-Nasi League and the Motion Picture Doocratic Comittee. 
It has sponsored mass nestings of protest against the Dies Ccmaittee. 
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Previous to the signing of the pact between STALIN and 
HITLER, it was all out for defeat of Fascism and Naziism. It published those 
principles to the world through the issuance of leaflets, articles and its 
own publication "Black and White" » 

When the pact betvieen STALIN and HITIER was signed it com- 
pletely reversed its official position and condemned the war as imperialist'; 
opposed aid to Britain; opposed the selective service act; demanded isolation 
for the United States. And during that period of the Pact it officially en- 
dorsed the AMERICAN PEACE MOBILIZATION. 

After HI TIER invaded Russia the organization officially 
issued a proclamation, which appears in its official publication the "Clipper" 
for August, 1941* and demanded that the United States give all aid to Britain, 
and her allies; went all out for the defeat of HITLER; Britain ceased to be 
an imperialist nation. 

Reference is here made to the issue of the "Clipper" for 
May, 1941 in which an article appeared under the headline "In the Defense of 
Culture", which was the "Call of the Fourth Congress of the League of American 
Writers". 


In substance it stated that the call was being made for 
the purpose of gathering together to reaffirm the aims of the three previous 
congresses of 1935* 1937 and 1V39» It. stated, "We proclaimed our unalterable 
conviction that reaction and its wars are the greatest enemies of a free and 
flourishing culture It further stated "In 1941 the values by which we have 
lived are facing unprecedented attack. Half of the world is at war and the 
other half is endangered by attempts to draw it into war. We had warned of 
the consequences of "non-intervention" in Spain, of aid to the aggressor in 
China, of appeasement at Munich. Today these consequences are tragically ap- 
parent. We have warned that America must be defended not by involvement in 
this war, or by steps towards dictatorship, or by pursuing a course of imper- 
iS3±st expansion, but by preserving peace'and expanding democracy on the eco- 
nomic, political and cultural levels. Today we must ask whether the present 
policy of the administration and the program of big business are not leading 
us toward war and Fascism in the name of resistance to war and fascism. • • • 
We know that our existence as free writers, spoke an en of a free people depends 
on out continued loyalty to the principles which gov«m the work of the League 
of American Writers. We therefore call our fellow writers and our associates 
in the related crafts to the Fourth Biennial Congress to consider the follow- 
ing questions. \ 

"How best as writers can we resist the drive toward 
the war and reaction which threatens our, democratic 
culture? y 
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"Vfhat can wa do to extend further help to persecuted 
writers of other lands? 


"What can we do to restore the UPA cultural projects 
and to transform them into permanent Peoples Art Proj- 
ects vital to the nation's strength? 

"What new technical developments in the various forms 
of v.-riting need to be analyzed and evaluated? 

"What measures can we take to combat and surmount the 
growing restrictions on our work as honest craftsmen? 


"How can we contribute to a genuine cultural inter- 
change between the people of the Americas? 

"How can we enrich America's imperishable democratic 
literature and extend its audience?" 

It might well be stated that the policy of this organiza- 
tion in May* 1941 (while the HITIER-STALIN pact was in effect) was against 
America's entrance into the war and against preparations for defense. 


There are 123 names appearing as signers of this call to 
the Fourth Congress. Nearly all of them are known in Hollywood and many are 
in Hollywood at the present time. 


This congress was known as the "American YLrlters Congress" 
and was held in Mew York City June 6 to 8, 1941* The article stated "for in- 
formation apply to FRANKLIN FOLSOM, National Executive Secretary, League of 
American Yfriters, Inc., 331 Fourth Avenue, New York City." 


-^r Attached hereto anjTmarked Exhibit Ho. 3 - Page 1, is a 

photographic copy of this call to the Fourth Congress. 

Reference is also being made to an article appearing in 
the August, 1941 issue of the "Clipper" on Page 3, the editorial page, under 
the heading, "A Communication to All ’Writers From the League of American 
Writers". The substance of this editorial appearing in the official organ 
of the League of American Writers, is that the league has urged that the wel- 
fare of the American people requires participation in every genuine anti- 
Fascist struggle; that when there was still peace in the world the league 
fought to maintain it, "but now the alliance between Great Britain and the 
Soviet Union provides the people of all countries with an unprecedented op- 
portunity to rid the world of Hitlerism and a world free of fascism is essea 
tial to the democratic institutions and culture of the United States. 
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Therefore thfl League advocates all imuediate and necessary measure in sup- 
port of Great Britain and the Soviet Union to insure the military defeat of 


-C* _ _ _ j _ J. 


ULitS Z?V± C» ♦ 


v/a belie v 6 5U.0h Support Huw u6CGm0 vj.u£lL uO tu€ 


welfare and security of our country. We look forward to the release of our 
colleagues from the concentration camps of Europe , the return of exiled writ- 
ers to their native lands, and the extirpation of the gravest threat to our 
existence as free writers » * • • The fight against fascism cannot and must 
hot be conducted at the expense of civil liberties, trade unions rights, aca- 
demic freedom, and living standards in the United States. . . . The League 
will continue with renewed vigor its opposition to censorship and its efforts 
to provide more extensive outlets for anti-fascist literature. The League 
supports the full rights of labor, including the right to strike. It is un- 
alterably opposed to anti-Semitism and discrimination against Negroes and the 
foreign-born. " 

A photographic copy of this article is being attached to 
this report and is marked Exhibit No. 3, Page 2. 

It should be raaembered in this connection that HITLER 
attacked STALIN on June 22, 1941 and the League of American Writers was 
following the Communist Party line in Hay 1941 ana it was also following 
the Consnunist Party line in August, 1941, although a complete "about face" 
had taken place in the Communist Party line. 

[jhe entire record of the League of American Writers as. 
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from the beginning conclusively shows that the Communist Party completely 
dominates and controls both groups .J 


HOmroOD SCHOOL FOR WRITERS 
(Connmnist Party front organization) 

vfl. Source H has reported that ( the so-called [School for writers 

is a device by the Hollywood Chapter of tbs League of American writers to bs 
used as a "transmission belt" whereby budding writers and those whose ambitlo 
to beccsne writers are developed along the political lines followed by the Le 
of American Writers and conditioned for eventual maabership in the League ax 
the Cocnunist Party. ^ 

Attracted by the huge salaries paid by the motion pictur 
industry and the glamour attached, many persons will adopt any means to gain 
access to that favored institution. Taking advantage of thi« situtation, this 
writers (jjSchool" was established in October, 1939 by the Hollywood 
the League.^ y < y 

\\o°\ 
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There is no doubt of the control over the school by the 
League of American Writers as it is plainly stated in the 1942 Prospectus of 
the school that: 


"The Hollywood School for Writers is a non-profit 
organization founded by the IEAGUE OF AMERICAN ; JRITSRS • 
Distinguished instructors or 91 eat lecturers, many of 
whom are members of the League, volunteer their ser- 
vices in the interests of the School and its students. B 

(Introductory Note - 1942 Prospectus) 

In all printed matter the School uses the slogan: 

"HOHDS ARE YOUR WEAPON — YOU MUST I3ARN TO USE THEM." 

This is a quotation from a book written by DONALD OGDEN 
STEWART titled "Fitting Words." 

' • 4 

At the present time the School is located at 1204 North 
Vista Street, Hollywood, California, which is also the headquarters of the 
Hollywood Chapter of the League of American Writers* 

The courses taught are as follows: 


Screen writing 

.Short story 

Playwriting 

Non-fiction writing 

Radio 

Novel 

History of American literature 
News reporting 
Labor journalism 


[A carefhl check on all instructors and lecturers who 
have appeared before classes in the last two years shows that there has not 
been one who has not been identified either as a Communist Party member or 
close fellow traveller.} Each and everyone of them has followed the Coomunist 
Party line from the Popular Front period into the Period of the Pact when he 
or she supported the American Peace Mobilization and other isolationist or- 
ganizations. Each and everyone of these instructors and lecturers have now 
followed the Communist Party line into the Post-Pact Period and are seemingly 
super zealous patriots all out for full prosecution of the war. 
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these instructors and lecturers are* 


- Fellow traveller 


GEORGIA BACKUS 
JOHN BOYLAN 
SIDNEY BUCHUAN 
VERA CASPAHY 
EDWARD CHODOROV 
JERQUE CHODOROV 
RICHARD COLLINS 
NORMAN CORWIN 
£JEANK DAVIS 
Prof. FRANKLIN 
/GUI ENDORE 
JOSEPH FTKTD8 
>/ SHfinTDAN GEBNEI 
CpO N GORDON 
MORTON GRANT 
BORIS INGSTES 
PAUL JARRICO 
GORDON KAHN 
[JOHN HOWARD LAWSON 
ROBER T UBS 
MEIER IEVXN 
UELVYN LEVY 
JfTT.TON MERLIN 
LCARET MCWILLIAMS 
DUDLEY NICHOLS 
ARCH OBOLER 
IRVING REIS 
FRED RINAIDO 
W. L. RIVHl 
ROBERT BQ6SEN 
HAROLD SALEUSOH 
WAIDO SALT _ 

r&JDD WILSON SCHULHE2G- Communist Party member, Yoang] 


- Communist Party maaberW '</->> 

FEARING-Fellow traveller • 

- Communist Party member} (V/ foO 

- Fellow traveller V 

_ a » 

— Communist Party member j(y f UjJ 
• Fellow traveller 


Communist Party member3(j/ ( ^ J 
Fellow traveller / 

Fellow traveller 
Fellow traveller 

Communist Party member} 

Fellow traveller V 

Fellow traveller 


L 

ALLAN SCOTT 

SCHWARTZ 

VIOLA BROTHERS SHORE- 
"TESS SIESINGER - 
5NAID OGDEN STEWAHT- 
DALTON TRDMBO 


Communist League 
Fellow traveller 
Fellow traveller 
Communist Party memb 




9 

9 


3 


— Fellow traveller 


All the above named parties are writers, 
these writers .certain Hollywood directors have appeared befo 

instructing and lecturing on the teehniauS of the director 
turec* . " * 
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These directors are: 


[FRANK TUTTUB — a member of the Communist PartyVl/ 
IRVING PICHEL- long a dose fellow traveller > 

IAS HD BENE33EK, reported to be a "European" director 
JULES D ASS IN - " » m n a » 

FREE ZINNEMAN- ■ « a u m ■ 


That the Hollywood Writers School is in reality a "School 
for Comnmniaa" there can be little doubt. 


BOLLTTKiQD WRITERS MOBILIZATION FOR DEFENSE 
(Communist front organization) 

[source I has statedj^i£t the Communist Party line changed 
with the invasion of Russia by HITLER on June 22, 1941, a "d it became necessary 
for the party to dissolve such organizations as the Hollywood Peace Forum, 
Hollywood. League for Democratic Action, American Peace Mobilization, Motion 
Picture Democratic Committee, and other groups which had been opposing the 
entry of the United States into the war. By February of 191*2 all of these had 
been "liquidated® and the Communist Party declared for full participation in 
the war. 'Hie Hollywood section of the party fell in line and ae soon as t b* 
apparatus could be turned around to face in the opposite direction, new or- 
ganizations as "fronts" wore set up. The first of these was the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization for Defense. On ths surface it was just a group of pa— 
trio tic Hollywood screen writers- falling in line for the defense of their 
country. In reality it was the same old League of American Writers in a new 
makeup. To make it look more legitimate and remove as much of the past iso— 
lationist record of the League of American Waiters aa possible, it drew in as 
sponsors the following labor groups in the Hollywood section* 

30RKQJ WRITERS GDpiD 
RADIO WRITERS GUHJ 
SCREEN PUBLICISTS GUHB ' 

SCREEN ffEAnwas fa n m 
SCREEN CARTO ONISTS GUILD 
INDEPENDENT PUBLICISTS GUILD 
AMERICAN NES3PAFEE GUILD 


While these sponsors seemed to give the Mobilization sup- 
port in the labor field, each one of the foregoing labor groups was under the 
domination of ths Commu nis t Party, and has followed the C ommunis t Party line 
for several years* In carrying out its program which was apparently out 
prosecution of the war in the cultural field, the Writers Mobilization 
e series of mass meetings at ths Fllmarte Theatre in Hollywood 'iirthe st 
of 19A2* The p r i nci pal speakers at these meetings were* 
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NELSON POINTER, 
meat films, who 


Hollywood representative for Govern- 
spoke in his official position* 


DO MAID OGDEN S TEN AST 
BOBEfeT BOSSES 
FRANK TUTTIZ 
MART McCALL, JR. 




. - All of the four last mentioned are members of the League -• -- 

of American Writers and follow the Coonunist Party line unerringly* In addi- 
tion to meetings, the Mobilization arranged for several radio broadcasts, and 
issued an official publication called "Communique ■* 


The chairman of the Mobilization was ROBERT ROSSSN* Mr* 
RQSSEN is to all intents and purposes, a Communist* He has followed the XLom 
of the party faithfully for years* He is a amber of the League of American 
Writers, a teacher in the Hollywood Writers School, supported the American 
Peace Mobilization, signed the call for the Fourth Congreve of the League of 
American Writers, and has been sponsor and active in other Communist fronts 
of many kinds* 


were the following; 


Others prominent in the Writers Mobilization for Defense 




DONALD OGDEN STEWART 
DALTON TRUHBO 
GDI SN DOHE 
HENRI MEETS 
ARCH 0 BOIES 
W» L. RIVER 
EDWIN JUSTUS MAZER 
JAI GQRNET 
EDWARD EL33CU 
HECTOR CHEVIGNT 

GORDON KAHN "?■ 

ARTHUR KOBER 
H. S. (HI) KRAFT 
VERA CASPAR! 


IZO HITTLER 
ALLAN SCOTT 
JERRI CHODOROV 
JULIUS EPSTEIN 
PHILLIP EPSTEIN 
MICHAEL BLANKFOBt 


BAEHX TRTVHKL— — - 

PAUL TSIVE8S. 

MARIAN SPITZER 
MILTON URBT.m 

IRVING REIS 

ROBERT tjcrs 
FEB) RINAIDO 
JOHN BRIGHT 



All. of the above are the sous old names that are found in 
previous Hollymod Comnunist fronts* All have for year* been followers of the 
Communist Party Una* 


Early in February of 1942, the Mobilization issued its 
publication "COMMUNIQUE". This publication was Indicative of the position of 
the Mobilization and conformed to the new Communist Party line, 
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The Editorial Board was composed of the following: 


HILTON MERLIN, Editor 
MICHAEL KANIN 
RING IAHDNER, JR. 

IAN McIELLAN HUNTER 
JAI DRATIER 

. _ . JACK STANIET 

EVELIN HUMPHHEIS 

"oOlfflON KAHN 
BILL BLOWITZ • 

JOHN MCIEI3H, Art editor. 

Of the above, MERLIN, KANIN, IAHDNER, BONDAGES, KAHN and 
McIEISH are members of the League of American Writers, and staunch follower* 
of the Ccmunist Party line. In content this paper “Communique 0 followed the 
Communist Party line. However, it was done very cautiously, and mostly by 
implication. It advocated the opening of a aeoond front. It was in favor of 
inaediate independence for India. The negro question was handled in accord- 
ance with the party line. It reconmended books and pamphlets favoring the 
Communist position in Russia and internationally. “Soviet Power* was highly 
endorsed and receoaendad, which book was written by the Dean of Canterbury. 
Pamphlets by ALVA BESSIE, a noted American Communist, were distributed. It 
quoted from “In Fact", an American Communist publication. It advocated an 
alliance with an organization in Moscow, Russia called "Voka“ whereby cultur- 
al material could be exchanged between the two groups. It announced the forma- 
tion of a committee to work to bring about this alliance. The committee mem- 
bers were the followings 





HENET iff™ 

ABCH OBOLER 
HECTOR CHEVIGNT 
JOSEPH ULSCaSL 
W. L. RIVER 
EDWIN JUSTUS MATER 
JAI GQRNET . 

ARTHUR SCHWARTZ 
GEORGE THOMAS, Jl 
ICE HUNTEB 

(August 22, 1942 
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The Hollywood Writer* Mobilization another of the in- 
terlocking group of Hollywood Communist front organizations , set up by th« 
party to cany out it* program* At the present time the organisation* seems 
to be inactive. A check has shown that many of these active « in^the organisa- 
tion bare gone into various goveranent agencies as welters, public relations 
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men, etc* The official publication "Comiaunique" has not been issued sine* 
about September, 1942. 


BOLLYWOOD CANTEEN 

(Possible Communist front organization) 

/source 4-J has reportedjtnat {the HoHyw>od Canteen is & 
project set up and operated by the variouaiabor unions and guilds connected 
with-the* motion picture industry in HoLLymod. As the name implies, and 


as 


stated in its literature, the purpoee of the Canteen is to furnish entertain- 
ment and recreation for men now serving in the armed forces of the United Na- 
tions. The organization is incorporated under the laws of the State of Cali- 
fornia, as a non-profit corporation* } 


The incorporators are: 


FLORINS BALE - Business representative of the American Guild of 
7ariety Artiste, a labor union, A.F. of L« 

FLORENCE C. CADREZ - A member of the Musicians Union, Local 47* 

BETTE DAVIS - Screen actress, member of the Screen Actors Guild* 

CARROLL HOLLIS TEB - A member of the Musicians Ideal 47, who came 

from New York City about nine months ago. 

MEEVYN La ROY - Motion picture producer now with Warner Brothers. 

JEAN IZWIN - A member of the Screen Office Employees Guild* 

JOHN RAYMOND 


STANLEY RUBIN 

_ REFS RUIZ - Member of Screen Cartoonists .Guild. 

CAMERON SHIPP, screen writer, member of League of American Writers 

J. K. (SPIKE) WALLACE - Business representative of Musician* 

Local 47. 

§he movement to establish this Canteen began in August, 
1942, and was the proposal of a group within Musicians Local 47,1 composed 
of the following) 
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J. E. WALLACE 
CARROLL HOLLISTER 
SAM ALBERTS 
MANUEL CCMPDBKT 
ATEX CCUPINSKX 
SARAH CCMPDBKT 
JOSEPH ACHBON 
DON CHRISTLIEB 
SOL KAPLAN 
FLOHENCB CADKEZ 
BARON UQKEHEAD 
EUIER FAIN. 



the foregoing the first three, WALLACE, HOLLISTER and 
ALBERTS are Connunists and WALLACE and ALBERTS have been identified with Com- 
munist activities In the Los Angeles section.] HOLLISTER came to Los Angeles 
from New York about April, 194-2. The other persons named are mashers of the 
Musicians Union, Local 47, and have not been identified with Communist or 
Communist front activities. 


Other unions officially represented on the "operating 
conro.it tee" when the Canteen was first established were: 

local 47, Musicians, American Federation of Musicians 
Local 767 * « » » » 

American Guild. of Variety Artists 
Screen Cartoonists Guild 
Screen Office Employees Guild 
Screen Set Designers Guild 
Screen Writers Guild 
Screen Directors Guild 

[with the exception &f the American Guild of Variety Ar— 

- . ^ists, all the foregoing groups are under Communist influence.] 

Other groups cooperating, but not yet officially affili- 
ated with the Canteen were: 

Laboratory Technicians, Local 683, I.A.T.SJ3* 

Studio Painters, local 644 
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At the present tine the complete list of sponsors for the 
Hollywood Canteen is: 

Actors Equity Association * 

Affiliated Property Craftsmen,' I. A.T.S.E. local 44 
American Federation of Musicians, local 47 
American federation of Musicians, local 767 
American Federation of Radio Artists - 
American Guild of Musical Artiste 
4 American Guild of Variety Artists 
Actors Managers Guild 

Association of Motion Picture Costumers, IATSE Local 705 
Association of Motion Picture Producers 
Federated Amusement and Allied Crafts * 

Film Technicians, IATSE, local 683 
Independent Publicists 

International Photographers, IATSE, local 659 
International Sound Technicians, IATSE, local 699 
Makeup Artists,' IATSE, local 706 
Motion Picture Hair Stylists j IATSE, local 706 
Motion Picture Illustrators • 

Motion Picture Set Electricians, IATSE, local 728 
Motion Picture Studio Grips,’ IATSE, Local 80 
Motion Picture Studio Projectionists, IATSE, local 165 
Motion Picture Painters, local 644 * 

Radio V/riters Guild 
Screen Cartoonists Guild 
Screen Directors Guild 
Screen Office Employees Guild 
Screen Publicists Guild 
Screen Readers Guild 
Screen Set Designers Guild 

Screen Writers Guild '* “ % 

Society of Motion Picture Art Directors 

Society of Motion Picture Film Editors 

Society of Motion Picture Interior Decorators 

Songwriters Protective Association 

Studio Caipenters, local 946 

Studio Electrical Workers, local 40 

Studio of Laborers and Utility Workers, IATSE, local 727 
Studio Miscellaneous Employees, local 1104 
Studio Transportation Drivers, local 399 
Studio Utility Employees, local 724 

The officers of the Canteen are* 
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BEITS DAVIS - President 
CARHOLL HOLLISTER - Vice-President 
JOHN GARFISH) - Vice-President 
' — J. K. WALLACE - Vice-President 

JEAN IEtJIN, Secretary and Assistant Treasurer 
ALFRED C* IBARRA - Treasurer 

01 the above frnT.T.TSTKR, GARFIE3S and EAUACEjhave engaged 
in Comounist activities over a period of years* ** 


The Board of Directors of the Canteen ares 


NEDRA STAFFORD 
A. C, MONENARQ 
FLORINE BALE 
GS3RGE FIFIEID 
PAUL JAFFEB 
tjfttt.tr MARIE MANLEY 
MASON ff. MORRIS 
TESLTS THQ1HS 
CARL HEAD 
A. J. UOUAJI 
JAMES BRIGHAM 


JOHN BOYLAN 
PEPE RUIZ 
1CEDEA CONTINI 
CAMERON SHIPP . 
CERAID DAVIDSON J 
JOHN RAYMOND 
HANS PETERS 
LINDSAY THOMPSON 
L. C. DAVIS 
AL BOYER 


[Of the foregoing, PAUL JAFFEE, LESLIE THOMAS, CARL HEAD, 
and JOHN BOYLAN have been identified with Ccmaunist front, and union Commun- 
ist activities* J 

.♦ ■** 

In addition to the Board of Directors the organization 
has an Executive Committee composed of The following: 

CATHERINE BAIDVON 
BILLIE BURKE 
FLORENCE C* CADREZ 
LESTER COLB 
HERVYN LeROI 
HACK MILLAR 
GEORGE RAMS AT 
CASEY ROBERTS 
WILLIAM H. SIMON 
DORRIS STEIN 

JU LES. STEg 

JOHN TeGROSI 

iOf the above LESTER COLS has been outstanding in Comnunist 
activities in Hollynood* He is a manber of the League of American Writers, 
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American Peace Mobilization, Hollywood Anti— Nazi League , signer of the, 
for the Fourth Writers Congress, Hollywood Peace Forum, etc* 

_ (There is very little doubt that the inspiration for the 
creation of the Hollywood Canteen originated in Communist circles* The ini- 
tial meeting called by the original sponsors was held in the home of SAU 
ALBERTS, a member of Musicians Local #47 and a known Comnunist, on August 14, 
1942~J There is no doubt that those of that faith active in the work of the 
project have much to say about how it shall be conducted. But owing to the 
fact that so many organizations and persons not sympathetic to the Conmunist 
cause are also interested in the work of the Canteen, there has not been any 
definite attempt at propaganda, or other Communist activities.J 

The fact that thousands of soldiers and sailors pass 
through the headquarters of the Canteen weekly make it difficult to detect 
possible attanpts of infiltration* 


in 


PUBLICATIONS IN HQLLYTJQOD WHICH HAVE HAD A BEARING OH COM- 
MUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE MOTION PICTURE ^ 

BUSINESS IN HOILmXJD 

[Source K has given! the following estimate of the influence 
of official organs ahd other papers iii Hollywood on the motion picture business 
and the infiltration of Communists into the motion picture business. 

Hollywood Reporter 

The Hollywood Reporter is a daily trade publication which 
has been in existence approximately twenty years. The editor and publisher 
of this paper is TT. R. WILKSRSON, This paper has always opposed Communist 
activity in the motion picture industry and is fully aware of Communist pene- 
tration • It has many times published editorials and articles to this effect* 


l 
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Daily Variety^ 

The Daily Variety is a trade publication which has been 
in existence in Hollywood for approximately eighteen years* The general man- 
ager is ARTHUR UNGER. He is in no sense a Communist or a Communist sympa- 
thizer. However, other member of this staff of reporters on this paper, 

RALPH RODDY who is assigned to labor activities is.. a fellow traveller and 
always slants his news in favor of those Communist labor unions and guilds f\ 
that are under the leadership of HERBERT K* 50BRSLL* 1 < 


1 • y 
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t-^-ashes 



‘Die monthly publication "Flashes" Is the official organ 
of Laboratory Technicians local No* 683, I.A.T.S.E. It has been in existence 
since 1933 • From, the beginning up until 1940 it was not in any sense sympa- 
thetic to the Communist cause. In that year the Communist elements in the 
union secured control and the paper since that time has reflected the Commun- 
ist Party line completely. The editor is RUSSELL IIcKNIGHT, a staunch fellow 
traveller and perhaps a member of the Communist Party. Before Soviet Russia 
was attacked by HITLER on June 22, 1941 the editorial policy of this paper 
was opposed to aid to Britain, etc., but immediately after the Soviet Union 
was attacked it came out for "all out prosecution of the war, aid to Britain, 
Russia and China." 


'/ Black and White 

This publication "Black and White" was originally a crea- 
tion of the Young Coumunists League and was issued at. irregular Intervals dur- 
ing 1939 and 1940, dur ing the Fourth or Popular Front period of the Communist 
Party line. The first editor of the paper was WILBUR NEEDHAM of Santa Monica, 
California who has been engaged in Communist cultural activities for several 
years. JUIES KIEVETS who was exposed by the Tenney Investigating Committee as 
a Communist succeeded NEEDHAM as the editor of the paper shortly before it 
ceased publication early in 1940 with the change of the Communist Party line. 
It was reported that WILL ROGERS, JR., now congressman for Beverly Hills, Cal- 
ifornia, and whose name as "B ILL ROGERS* appeared on the masthead as an asso- 
ciate editor, originally financed the paper. 


V' Clipper 


The Clipper was the official publication of the Hollywood 
eBgjtter of the League of American Writers -and was the successor to "Black and 
White" and so stated on the masthead of the first two issues. It had its 
existence during the Fifth Period of the Communist Party line which was that 
period when STALIN and HITLER were friends. This paper's policy was one of 
isolation, opposition to the war, which corresponded to the Communist Party 
line at that time. After the attack of STALIN by HITTER on June 22, 1941, 


the paper within a period of a few months went out of existence, 
to rial board were well known Communists and fellow travellers. 


Its edi- 


/ 


The Communique 



The publication "Communique" has not been issued regularly. 
It has been the official organ of the Hollywood Waiters Mobilization for Defense 
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Sriiich was originally inspired by the League of American Writer®. It made 
Its first appearance early in February, 1942* Tbs last issue was dated Sep- 
-Jteaber 26, 1942. The second and third issues of this paper were mailed under 
official Government frank and bore a statement that it was "in cooperation 
with the O.E.M.". Later issues did not bear the Government frank. This paper 
reflected the Communist Party line in detail* The editor has been UTLTQN 
MERLIN, a member of the League of American Writers* 


ir 
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The publication "Hollywood Now" was the official weekly 
organ of the Hollywood Anti-Hazi League* It came into existence on Febru- 
ary 17, 193d* The last number was issued February 2, 1940* This paper was 
in existence during the Fourth or Popular Front period and followed strictly 
the Communist Party line at that time; but the signing of the STALEP-HITIER 
pact on August 23, 1939 sealed the death of this publication. It could not 
negotiate the sharp turn in the Communist Party line, from one of anti-Hi t- 
lerisai to one of Anti-Britain and democracy. After six months of trying to 
explain and justify the STAUN-HITISP. pact it quietly passed out of existence 
with the February 2, 1940 issue. 

The masthead of this paper showed the names of the follow- 
ing persona who were responsible for its publication! 

DONAID OGDEN STEWART 
FRANK TUTTLB 
DUDLEY NICHOIS 
BERN BERNARD, treasurer 

Professor W0H1£AH T. BYRNE, a teacher in the Los Angeles 
City College was one of the main contributors to the paper and had an article 
in every issue. He was one of the Communist front leaders in Southern Cali- 
fornia, speaking before formas, women's clubs, social organizations, labor 
unions, the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, the Hollywood League for Democratic 
Action, the League for Peace and Democracy, and the American Peace liobiliza- 
tion. BYRNE has also written pamphlets interpreting the Comnunist Party line 
and one of the most ardent supporters of Comm uni an in Southern California* 

He is reported us being in the armed forces at the preseut time* 


ywood Tribune 


The Hollywood Tribune was a Comnunist publication which 
was another Hollytnod casualty of the STAIJN-HITIER pact* It was issued by 
the "Columbia Publishing Corporation", 6715 Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood, 
California. It first came into existence in April 1939* This was during 


the Fifth or Popular Front period. 
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The publication was a weekly and was meant to ba for gen- 
eral circulation* It appealed to the sensational and dealt nurinly with the 
motion picture industry and cultural affairs* It was strictly a Coen uniat 
controlled publication and reflected the Conmunist Party line perhaps more 
outspokenly than any other publication in the section. The editor of the 
paper was B. A. DUPONT, now a motion picture director. Its contributors were 
the usual Communist figures in Hollywood, such as Professor NORMAH T. BTRNB, 
HARQID SAiaSON, ELLA HAT WINTEB, MATER IEVDf, DONAID OGDEM STEWART, CARET 
KcNUXIAie, WIIBUR- NE35HAH, editor of "Blsck and Kbit**, and others. It was 
in fact another publication of the League of American Writers appearing fraa 
behind another screen. 



sma'jug of car (unist acthites ii? the froih? orgaiiizatiqhs 

IN IKE IJOTION PICTURE BUSINESS 


Source 4-L has suamed up the activities of the Communists 
in Hollywood insofar as its activities relate to the motion picture business 
as follows a 



There have been six periods of change in the Communist 
Party line in the United States since the formation of the Communist Inter- 
nationale (Comintern) in Moscow, Russia in March, 1919. These changes were 
in every case determined by the foreign policy of the Soviet Union at the 
time. _ 

The Communist Internationale, also called the Third In- 
ternationale, of which the Communist Party of the United States is a section, 
is the agency set up by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union to operate in 
all countries of the vnrld outside of Russia to interpret and work in the in- 
terest of the Soviet Government. ^ 

Those periods are* 



period. 


FIRST FEftlUD : From 1919 to 1921, Russian Revolutionary 


SECOND PErlOD : From 1921 to 1923, Revolutionary and 
boring from within period. » 

nilhlJ iERIOD ; From 1928 to August 1935 was the Trade Unic 
Unity 'League period) still revolutionary and in favor of Comaunist controlled 
labor organizations. This period ended with the Seventh World Congress of tfc 
Internationale which was held in Moscow in August 1935. 

FGURTH PERIOD; From August 1935 to August 23, 1939 Wien 
the pact between STAlIN and Hl'riiii was entered into. This period is known 
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as the Popular Front or Trojan Homo period, and Is referred to as such in 

this report. 


FIFiti FZRIPD t From August 23, 1939 to Juns 22, 1941 when 
HITIHt attacked STALIN and began ths invasion of Russia, This period has 
been referred to as the PERIOD OF THE PACT, 

SIXTH PERIOD t From June 22, 1941 dose to the present 
time. This has been called the POST-PACT period. 



Inasmuch as references have been made to changes in the 
Co mu u ni st Party line, and those periods of change have been referred to as I 
the POPULAP. FRONT period, and the period of the STALIN-HITLcH PACT, etc., ** 
and in as m uch as certain individuals have been cited as belonging to concur- 
rent organizations such as the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League, the American Peace 
Ifobillzation, etc., it sill perhaps make clearer the meanings of those ^Hangm. 
and the sig n i f icance of manbership in those organizations if the same are set 
down in glossary form. 



I — 


'xc.x 





For the purposes of this report we are not concerned with 
tho First, Second and Third periods, as Hollywood during those periods ha d not 
been penetrated by the Communists. 

By keeping in mind the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth periods of 
the Coazwnist Party line, their relation to ths foreign policy of the Soviet 
Union and the nature of the front organizations set up during those periods, 
the Communist affiliations and activities of those persons mentioned in this 
report who adhered strictly to those changes and organizations are plainly 
apparent. 

FOURTH (POPULAR FRONT) PERIOD : In August 1935, in Moscow^ 
Russia, the Seventh Ytorld Congress of theCommunist Third Internationale 
(Comintern) was held. At this Congress a new line for all branches of the 
Cosnunist Party throughout the world was laid down by GSORd DHHTROFF, the 
supreme head of the Comintern, 

The new line called a halt to all agitation for the over- 
throw of capitalism by revolutionary methods, and substituted therefor 
was called the POPULAR FRONT tactic. This meant that Gcumunists everywhere 
were to cease vnrk as revolutionists, and pose as staunch defenders of dmso- 
cracy, civil rights and constitutional liberties and thus endeavor to influ- 
ence their respective gpveraaemta to bring about itoat wee called a syetee of 
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COLLECTIVE SECURITY. This meant that Communista must take part in all na- 
tional governments and. endeavor to influence those governments to form an 
alliance with the Soviet Union to stop the rise of Hitlerism in Europe. Am 
a consequence of this policy the Communist Party in the United States at that 
time supported the ROOSEVELT Administration and the New Deal, although pre- 
viously and before August 1935 when the new line was laid down in Ho scow, it 
had condemned them as being fascist in nature. They also at this time worked 
arduously in pretended support of democratic processes and had a measure of - 
success in penetrating. governmental and administrative offices. This was 
only a tactic applicable at the time in the interest of the foreign policy of 
the Soviet Union. The Communist Party aid not surrender its previous revolu- 
tionary theory of the overthrow of capitalism; it only put it aside for the 
time being. This was stated clearly by EARL BROWDER on his return from, this 
Seventh rforld Congress when he made his report to the November Plenum of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the United States, quoted at Pages 
91 and 92 in this report ^ l l ) 

FIFTH PERIOD C PERIOD OF THE PACT) ; During this period 
which began with the signing of the pact between STALIN and HITLER on August 
23, 1939, by which pact they became virtual allies, and which came to an end 
with PH TIER'S attack on the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941, the Communist par- 
ties everywhere completely reversed their previous position. From a program 
of support for danocracy and advocacy of COLLECTIVE SECURITY, the Coomunist 
Party charged that the democracies were responsible for the war which they 
termed strictly an imperialist one. They demanded a negotiated peace with 
HITLER, opposed America's entrance into the war, opposed the lend-lease act, 
opposed the Selective Service Act, and in every way possible gave aid and 
comfort to HITTER and Fascism. This policy was the reflection of the foreign 
policy of the Soviet Union which at that time under the terms of the pact was 
the support of HITLER as against the interests of England and France. The 
main task of the Communist Party in the United States during that period was 
to prevent the United States aiding England in the stru gg le and to so inter- 
fere with the preparation for national_defenae that it could not enter the 
. ^v*war as an ally of Britain. 


SIXTH PERIOD (POST-PACT PERIOD) : This period began with 
the attack on Soviet Russia by HITLER on June 22, 1941 and is still in ef- 
fect. This attack on Soviet Russia demanded that the Communist Party again 
do an about face. From a program of isolation and peace for the United 
States they began shouting that the United States must enter the war and with- 
in ninety days were demanding a SECOND FRONT against HITLER. This demand for 
a second front was launched as early as Sept-aaber, 1941 in the Communist Party 
press, three months before the Pearl Harbor attack, at which time the United . \ 
States officially entered the war. ' ^ ^ 

• ^ 
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This position was determined by the foreign policy of 
the Soviet Union which had overnight become the ally of the democracies, and 
not by the interests of the United States which they now so vehement^ pro^ 
fess to defend. ' 

Thus we find the Communists in the present period right 
back where they were during the POPULAR FRONT penod. 

7/e again find the Communists laying aside their revolu- 
tionary aims temporarily, supporting democracy to the fullest, going all out 
to defeat HITLER and for the time being, at least, withholding all criticism 
of capitalist ’'bourgeois democracy". 


COMMUNIST FRONT ORGANIZATIONS IN HOLLTWOOD DURING FOURTH 

PERIOD ~~~ 


AMERICAN LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND DEMOCRACY 
HOLLYWOOD ANTI-NAZI IEAGUE 
NEW THEATRE IEAGUE 
CONTEMPORARY THEATRE, INC. 


c 


THEATRE ARTS COMMITTEE 

MOTION PICTURE DSIOCRATIC COMMITTEE 

i the foregoing organizations, under control and directed 
-in the interests of the Communist Party line, were dissolved when the STAT.TN— 
HITLER pact was signed and the FIFTH PERIOD was ushered in. 

COMMUNIST FRONT ORGANIZATIONS IN HOU .YTttQD DURING 
FIFTH PERIOD 


HOLLYWOOD IEAGUE FOR DEMOCRATIC ACTION 
HOLLYWOOD PEACE FORUM 
HOLLYWOOD PEACE COUNCIL 
AMERICAN PEACE MOBILIZATION 
HOLLYWOOD THEATRE ALLIANCE 
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All the foregoing organizations came into existence shortly 
after the STAIIN-HITLER pact was signed. They all followed the Communist Party 
line of the PERIOD OF THE PACT, and were propaganda organizations for the Com- 
munist Party line which was isolation, opposition to aid to the allies, oppo- 
sition to the Selective Service Act; in short they were working against the 
alli es and aiding the Axis powers. 

They were all dissolved when HITLER attacked the Soviet 
Union, which ushered in the next period, the SIXTH PERIOD. 


COMMUNIST FRONT ORGANIZATIONS IN HOLLYWOOD DURING THE SIXTH PFKIOD 
“ (The present period) ” 

HOLLYTOOD TITERS MOBILIZATION FOR DEFENSE 

HOLLYWOOD CANTEEN 

COMMITTEE FOR THE CARS OF CHILDREN IN V.'ARTHfE 

HOLLYTJOOD DFlfOCRATIC COMMITTEE (Now in the process 

of formation) 

The foregoing organizations have been created since 
Russia became an ally of the United Nations, and are for all out prosecution 
of the war and seemingly ultra-patriotic* 


OTHER COMMUNIST FRONT CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS IN HQILYT70QD 
TTHICH HAVE BEEN CONSTANT DURING ALL THREE PERIODS AND WHICH 
HAVE CLEARLY REFLECTED THE VARIOUS CHANCES IN THE PARTY LINE 

IEAGUE OF AMERICAN* WRITERS, HOLLYTOOD CHAPTER 

HOLLYWOOD OOUMITTEE FOR HR3?TSRS IN FTTT38 

JOINT ANTI-FASCIST REFUGEE COMMITTEE (Formerly 
United Sp ani sh Aid Committee) 


UfTOK OF 150 



This ''Letter of 150" was a signed and published document 
in defense of the mass "purges" in the Soviet Union* 
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To* significance of a signature to this letter is that 
x the signer was defending the position of ST AI.TM u opposed to that of T.*n» 

5 TRDTSKX in a highly involved political dispute. It is conclusive evidence 
$ that the signer was Involved in inner Communist Party political differences. 

Hie original, ccnaittee that solicited the signatures for 
this letter were KifiKrri? ■ Cue j5» , one of toe original members of the League 
of American Writers; HALCOI/J OOTTLEI, League of American Writers; STEWART DATES 
League of American Writers; JtAHK ELITES TEIN, member of tbs League of American 
Writers; and PAUL STRAND , member of ths League of American Writers* 

(list published in Daily Workers, April 28, 1^33 , 


LETTER OP 400 

This "Letter of AO 0" also was a signed and published do* 
cument. In the spring of 1939 a group of liberals and intellectuals who op- 
posed Communist domination of American Arts and Culture issued a statement 
of their views, claiming that there was no basic difference between Communism, 
Nazi! am, and Fascism; that eventually STALIN and HITI3P. would corns to terms. 

To answer these charges the "Letter of 400" was gotten 
up by the Communist Party. This letter denied vehemently allegations 
and ridiculed the charge that. CTirTw itpptvu a-™- — 

- — -• — — " ~ — — O'- — — » w *» iinn vn ¥t V* WU^U IIUUVU U4 VtlllVUb« 

This "Latter of-400" was published just nine days before STALIN signed the 
pact with HITLER, which made the Communists and fellow travellers who signed 
the document look rather foolish. 

The original committee that set up this "Letter of 400" 

were the followings 


Professor DQItOTHI BEQBTER, Coluabia University 

DAS HELL HAIMETT, a writer and at the present time the 
President of the League of American 
Yiriters 

/>r»nT rcif t ax rvinn ^ ^ _ ** i • « • > . .. _ 

WlUalaM J rfM JTUj UJIO OI W16 60X101*3 QX "SOVlet RUSSla 

Today" and a propagandist fbr the Soviet 
Union 

i • 

GEORGE MARSHALL, a fellow traveller of long standing 

Professor WALTER RAUT2JSTRAUCH, Professor of Economics, 
Columbia University and head of the na- 
tional Association for Civil Liberties and 
the CasMittee for the Protection of Foreign 
born 



VINCENT SHEEHAN, a journalist, war correspondent and. 

a close fellow traveller prior to the 

HITLER-STALIN pact August 23, 1939. 

DONAH) OGDEN STEWART, Ex-national president of the League 
of American Writers; active in many Com- 
munist front organizations and a Commun- 
ist Party member. 

MAXWELL S. STEWART, writer, member of the League of 

American Visitors and associate editor 
of the "Roviet Russia Today". 

REBECCA JANNEY TIMBERS, writer, member of the League of 
American Writers, a well known fellow 
traveller of many years standing. 

MARY VAN KXZECK, v, Titer, mauber of the League of American 
Writers, and a fellow traveller of many 
years standing. 

(List of signers published in the D aily Worker 
August 14, 1939) 


SIGNIFICANCE OF MEMBERSHIP IN A COLONIST FRONT ORGANIZATION 

Membership in a Communist front organization during the 
FOURTH r’EH IOD is not, of itself, proof that he or she is a Communist, or even 
a fellow traveller. Thousands of "innocents* were drawn into those organi- 
zations who were unaware of Communist control or party-line procedure. 

BUT, if we find an individual who was a member of, or ac- 
tive in, a Communist front organization ,of the FIFTH PERIOD, then that is con- 
cxhsive proof that he or she is either a Communist* Party mmnber or a close 
fellow traveller with the Party. This would mean that that person is willing 
to follow the party line of the Communist Party, even though it leads to a 
defense of Naziism or Facsism, should the foreign policy of the Soviet Union 
demand it. 


AGAIN, if we find an individual who was a member of, or 
active in a Communist front organization of the FIFTH PERIOD, such as the 
American Peace Mobilization, etc., and that individual has now become a mem- 
ber of a front organization of the SIXTH PERIOD and takes a stand for all 
out prosecution of the war, etc., it is conclusive evidence that, that person’s 

present position was determined by the change in the Communist ^arty Tina 
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that person’s interests lie not with the United States and utouww.*. aw/ , 
the interests of Soviet Union and Communism* In spirit such a person is just 
as much a Communist as EARL BROWDER himself* 


FSTirM TRAVETJER 

This term was coined by NICOIAI LfSNlN, the father of thB 
Russian Revolution, It first appears in his book "Socialism and War", written 
and published in August, 1915. 

Speaking of certain socialists and sympathizers, shorn he 
described as "vacillating elanents" he said: "These elements can be our fel- 
low travellers. It is necessary to get closer to them with the aim of fight- 
ing social-chauvinists. But we must remember that they are only fellow trav- 
ellers; that as far as the ntai n and fundamental problems are concerned, , • * 
those same elements will go, not with us, but against us. • . *" 

But there was once when the great genius was wrong. The 
fellow traveller has become the most valuable instrument of all to the Commun- 
ist Party. Not being technically a member of the Communist Party and able at 
all times to deny ambers hip, he is free to carry the party line in a much 
more forceful manner than most party members who are always conscious of their 
party membership books. 

Further, the fellow traveller not being a part of the 
inner circle where vicious intrigue and jockeying for personal power disillu- 
sions so many, he becomes a fanatical idealist willing to carry the party line 
to any extreme. 


Knowing this - , the Communist Party leaders, discourage 
this fanatically loyal fellow traveller from becoming a party member. He ia 
many times more valuable on the outside in carrying the message* 


- transmission belt 

When EARL BROWDER appeared before the Dies Committee in 
1940 he used this term. He stated a Communist front organization was in the 
nature of a "transmission belt" between the masses and the Communist Party. 
He dascribed.it as a means whereby an individual might eventually become e 
member of the Communist Party through membership in one front organization 
after another, each one taking him step by step to party membership* 
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MOTION PICTUHB SET EIECtkICIANS • • • • 

MOTION PICTURE STUDIO GRIPS 

MOTION PICTURE YORKERS INDUSTRIAL UNION 


MOBILE THEATRE . • • 
MOFFETT, JUDGE STANLEY 
MOORE, ERIN O’BRIEN . 

MOORE, JACK 

UDNENARQ, A. C. . . . 



MORAN, A. J 

1IOHEHEAD, BARON 

/MORRIS, MASON . . • • ■ • ■ 
V MORRIS, ’iTILLIAtf JR. (BILL) 

MUIR, JEAN 

MUMFCRD, IOUIS 

MUNI, PAUL 

MURFIN, JANE 

UDKPHT, GEOR® A 

MURPHY, MAURICE 

MUSE, CLARENCE 

MUSSA, 2D 

myebs, al 

MYERS, HENRY 


78, 

79, 
7, 

44, 

168 

146 


169 

169 

24, 25, 31, 32,-43,. 
55, 56, 90, 92, 168 


118 

45, 49 
170 

82, 170 
168 
170 

142, 151 

105, HO, X45, 148 

154 

119, 143, 145, 148 
63 

76, 77 

78, 133, 139, 

78 

47, 50, 55 
.84 

115, 165, 166 




NADIR, 110 IS CHE * 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE BOARD OF NEW THEATRE LEAGUE. • 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF SPANISH SPEAKING PE OPLE . « 
NATIONAL FEDERATION FOR COISTITUTIDNAL LIBERTIES. 


NATIONAL LAWYERS GUI ID 

NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS ...... 

NEARNARD, BERN 

NEEDHAM, WILBUR 

NEW FILM GROUP 

"NEW MASSES" I .... u 

"NEW THEATRE" 

NEW THEATRE LEAGUE 


NEW THEATRE PLAYERS OF HOLLYWOOD 
NEGRO PEOPLE THEATRES OF THE SOUTH 

NEWMAN, DR. KURTZ 

NICHOIS, DUD1£Y 


NIEISON, JUNIUS 
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100 

120. 142, 149 
27, 33, 65, 66 
33 

33, 120, 132 

118 

172, 174 
12 

36, 72, 73 
71, 107 

70; 72, 100, 105, 106, 
110, 158, 177 
99 
79 
148 

20, 33, 61, 66, 72, 103, 
106, 119, 123, 126, 143, 
158, 163, 173 
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"NINOTCHKA" 69 

NOHDEN, 1DUIS 101 

u^flORTH, JOSEPH 155 

NORTH AMERICAN AVIATION 134 



OAK, LISTON . . 
OAKES, FRANK . 
"OBOIER, ARCH . 
OCKO, EDNA . . 
ODETS, CLIFFORD 



OFFNER, IfORTBER .... 

OLGIN, M. J 

OPATOSHU, JOSEPH . . . . 
QPFENHF.TMER, J. PROFESSOR 

ORNITZ. SADIE 

ORNITZ, SAM 


O'TOOIZ, HD IB 
OTTO, RICHARD 


100 

80 

158, 163, 165, 166 
101 

21, 22, 101, 102, 107, 
108, 109, 153 " 

116 

153, 155 
153 
146 

130, 133 

11, 12, 15, 16, 17, 19, 
61, 62, 101, 102, 130, 
133, 135, 155 
16, 17 
132 


QUILL, MICHAEL 134 

qUIN, MICHAEL 4, 5, 10, 39, 16 


PACHT, JUDGE ISAAC 
PAGE, MRS. CHARLES 
PAGE, CHARIES . . 
PAGE, MIRA ... 
r "PARADISE LOST" . 

' ~ PARADUCCI^ RUDOLPH 
V^ PALGAR, ALFRED . 
PARKER. DOROTHY . 


PARKER, STANLET 
PARSONS, XJOUELLA 
•THE PARTISAN" 
PASCH, UURHT . , 
PASSOS, JOHN DOS 


119 

119, 123 , 127 
143 
155 
107 
87 
143 


4, 66, 108, 113, 117, 
119, 124, 128, 144, 145, 
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PATTEBSON, ETJ.TS E 114 

PAUL, MAURI, H 84 

"PEACE ON EARTH" 107 

PEACE PETITIOie 138 

PEDERSON, HE1MSR 25, 30 

PELTON, JOHN C . 80 

PENDLETON, FRANK B 83 

PETERS, HANS . . 170 

'PETERS, PAUL 101, 102, 155 

FEN AND HAMMER CLUB 7, 29 

PEOPLES FRONT 73 

PSO PIE’S WORLD (COMMUNIST PARTI PAPER, SAN 

FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA) 29, 116 

FEERIN, NAT 63 

POST PACT PERIOD 162 

PICHEL, IRVING 69, 78, 114, 119, 145, 

148 

PIDGEON, LIDTD 77 

PISCATOR, IHNIN 99 

PITTMAN, JOHN 29 

PITTS, REBECCA 153 

PIVERT, MARCAU H7 

POMSRANCE, WILLIAM , 47, 50 , 54 

THE FOPUIAR FRONT 32, 71, 91, 112, 116, 


124, 175, 177 
63 
165 
86 

47, 50, 53, 60 
78 

78, 116 
9 

171 


PORTER, FRANK . 
POINTER, NELSON 
HIATT, FLOYD . 
PRATT, GLENN . 
PRXVAL, BEV » . 
PRIVAL, LUCIEK 
PRIVAL, ZORA . 
PUBLICATIONS . 


% 


QUILL, MICHAEL 134 

QUIN, MICHAEL 4, 5, 10, 39, 16 


RADIO PROGRAMS OF PEOPLES WO RID 

RADIO WRITERS GUUD 

RAINER, LOUISE 

RAMSEY, GEORGE 

RAPHAELSON, BETTI 


120 

164, 169 
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RATNER, IRA 

RAUTEKSTRAUCH, PROFESSOR WALTER 

RAYMOND, JOHN 

REBEL PIA1EHS .*»•••••••.••• 

RH) FRONT 

RED SQUARE ..... 

REDFTEID, GEORGE 

REED, BOB 

REGAL, FRANK 

REUS, JACJ^ 

REIGEIilAN, HAROID-i v ^ V ....... 

REINHARDT, BETTI 

REIS, IRVING . . 

RELIEF WORKERS PROTECTION UNION 


/ RESCUE SHIP MISSION 


REVOLUTIONARY THEATRE 
HEXROTH, KENNETH . * 
RICE , ETNtSfct ..... 

RICE, HOY H 

RIGBY, GORDON .... 
JUIEY, ROBERT .... 
f-RINAIDO , .... 
RISDON, ELIZABETH . . 
RISKIN, ROBERT . . . 
RIVERA, ROSENDA . . . 
RIVERS, JOERNET . • . 
RIVERS , W. L. ...» 


123, 

127 

179 


170 


99 


11 


17 


100, 

101 

37 


51 


53 


144 


63 


125* 

128 

n 


66, 

70, 

99 




ROBERTS, MARGUERITE . . 
ROBERTS, CASEY 

BOBBIN, ED 

ROBINSON, EDWARD G. . . 
ROBINSON, MRS. EDWARD G. 
ROBINSON, REID .... 

ROBISON, PAUL 

ROBERTSON, HOWARD J. . 
ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION 

RODDY, RALPH 

ROGERS, HOWARD .... 
ROGERS , STANIEY .... 
ROGERS , JR. ... 

ROHRBACH, H. C. JR. . . 

ROLAND, NORMA 

ROMBERG, SIGNUUD . . . 
ROOT, MRS. IYNN .... 
BOOT, WELLS 


128, 158, 163, 165 


156 

156 

82 

139 

100 

158, 163, 165 
77 
62 
133 
151 

66, 125, 158, 163, 165, 
168 
63 
170 

29, 120 
20 
114 
132 

78 , 101 , 102 
41 
71 
58 
62, 

27 

29, 113, 172 
88 
101 
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ROSE, HOWARD 

ROSE, DONALD 

ROSENOFF, DR. AAEON . . . 

ROSS, CHARLES W 

ROSS, LAitKENCE (RQSENEEID) 

RUIZ, PEHS 

ROSSEN, ROBERT 


RU OGLES, WESLEY . 
RUBEN, J. WA ITER 
RUCKEY5ER, IfJHIEL 
HUSKEY, ELIZABETH 


RUSHING, GUT 

RUSSIAN ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
RUSSIAN RSVOUJTIDN - 1917 . . . 

MBS IAN WAR RELIEF 

*TOTHVEN, MADELINE 

*HYAN, PAUL (MICHAEL QUIN) . . . 




133 

123, 

146 

u 

25, 

54, 

60, 

158 , 

67 

125, 

101 

101 

32 

64 

98 

75, 

66 . 

4 , 
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33, 77 
167, 170 

66, 115, 149, 151, 
163, 165 

123 


76 

143 

10 




/ SACKHEI M, GEN S * * « > 
SACKHEBI, J KROME » « • 
SACKHEUI, JERRY • • . • 
SACKSON, MILTON .... 
SACRED COW OF HOLLYWJOD 
SAILORS OF CATTARO . .. 
SALEMSON, HOWARD . . . 

SALT, WAIDO 

SAMPSON, L. D 

SAMSON, P. M 

SANDRICH, MARK .... 

l/SASULY, E* 

SAUNDERS , ALEZ .... 

SAUNDERS, NAT 

SCHAFFER, LESTER . . • 
SCHNEIDER, BERNO .... 
SCHNEIDER, IS ADORE . . 
SCHULBERG, BUD WILSON . 
SCHWARTZ , ARTHUR ... 
SCHWARTZ, JERRY .... 

SCOTT, ALLEN 

SCREEN ACTORS GUIID . . 
SCREEN CARTOONIST GUIID 



128, 130 
124, 127 
66 

75 
106 
101 

5, 163, 174 
63, 65, 158, 163 
86 
130 
69 
132 
41 
101 
75 

101 , 102 

155 

158, 163 
166 

158, 163 
60, 63, 65, 

76 

46, 53, 58, 

168, 169 

75 % 

58„ 66, 67, 

169, 


158, 163, 165 
59, 61, 164, 
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68, 70, 168, 
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SCREEN DIALOG DIRECTORS GUIID 
SCREEN DIRECTORS GUIID . . . 
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SCREEN OFFICE QfflAYEES GUILD 

SCREEN PUBLICISTS GUUD . . . 

SCREEN READERS GUUD .... 
SCREEN SETT DESIGNERS GUILD . 

-SCREEN WRITERS GUI ID . . . . 


SCRIPT CIERKS GUUD 

SCUILT, FRANK 

SERVER, EDWIN 

SECOND FRONT 

SECOND PERIOD 

SETTER, WILLIAM A 

SELANDER, LESTER 

SERGE, VICTOR 

SEVENTH WORLD CONGRESS 

SHANE, MAXWELL 

SHAPIRO, VICTOR 

SHARK, WILLIAM 

SHAVER, JUDGE B. ROT 

SHAW, IRWIN 

SHAW, GEORGE 

SHEFFIELD, T. V 

SHENKER, WILLIAM 

SHERWOOD, JOHN 

t^HIBIET, GEORGE 

SHIPP, CAMERON 

SHORE, VIOLA BROTHERS 

SHUULIN, HERMAN 

SIDNEY, SILVIA i 

SIFTON, CLARA 

SIFTON, PAUL 

SIGNIFICANCE OF MEMBERSHIP 

SILVER SHIRTS 

SILVER, CONRAD 

SILVER, LEON 

SIMON, WILLIAM H 

SIMINOFF, J . . . 

SILVERTON, EDNA 

SINGH, LA L 

SINCLAIR, UPTON 


46 , 

168, 

53, 

169 

58, 
46, 

169 

59, 
74, 

169 

38 

120 , 

155 

176 

174 

68 , 

69 

147 

91, 

123 , 

20 

82 


52, 58, 59, 61, 
169 

73, 164, 168, 

74, 164, 169 
58, 59, 61, 168, 

61, 63, 64, 73, 
140, 164, 168, 


124, 127, 130 


69 


92, 176 
127 


140 

104, 

52 

82 


109, 156 


74 

29 

86 

73, 167, 170 
4, 5, 66, 103, 117, 
120, 156, 158, 163 
71, 103, 108, 144, 
148 

120, 144 
101, 155 
101, 155 
180 
121 


101 

86 

76 

15, 17 
155 
49 

4, '5, 22, 27, 1 
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SIXTH PERIOD 

SKLAB, GEOBtS 

SHEEHAN, VINCENT 

SIVERUNG, J. 0 

SIESINGER, TSSS 

SMEDIET, AGNES 

‘ " SMITH, ART 

SMITH, AUGUSTUS 

SMITH, BETTI . . 

SMITH, GEORGE H 

SMITH, HAROID 

S0CI3TI OF MOTION PICTURE ART DIRECTORS 

SOCIETY OF MOTION PICTURE FILM EDITORS 

SOCIETY OF MOTION PICTURE INTERIOR DECORATORS . . 

SONDERGAARD, GAZE 

r 

SONG WRITERS PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION 

SORRELL, HERBERT K 


SOUND TECHNICIANS ....... 

SOVIET POWER 

SPANISH CHILDREN RELIEF FUND . 
SPANISH REFUGEE RELIEF COMMITTEE 

SPANISH SHIP MISSION 

SPERRY, VERNE , 

SPEWACK, SAM 

SPITZES, MARIAN 

SPIWAK, JOHN L . . 

ixSTACHEL, J AGE .........I 

'* - .STALLINGS, LAWRENCE 

STANDEE, LIONEL 

STANHOFE, TED 

STANU5T, JACK 

/STAPP, JOHN . . . 

STEH5INS, RQEHtT 

STECK, ROBERT 

STEFFENS, LINCOLN 

STEIN, DORRIS 

STEIN, LOUIS R 

STEIN, JULES 

STEINBECK COUMTTEEB 

S Tk 1 Nhrt C K , JOHN «»....»«' 
STERN, JIM 
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66 , 101 , 102 , 107 , 
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180 
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5, 18, 66, 156, 158, 
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78, 105 
100, 101 
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81, 142 
169 

88, 169 
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78, 104, 117, U8, 125 
146 
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28, 36, 44, 45, 46, 49, 
52, 53, 54, 57, 58, 82, 
84, 85, 127, 141, 145, 
171 
39 
166 


149 

149 

149 

86 
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148, 151, 165 
154 
37 
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19, 35, 78, 105, 109 
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132 

101 
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170 
47 
170 

71< •> 
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*#STERNAHD, JOSEPH . . 
^STERNBERG, HARHI • • 
^ STEVENS, GEORGE . • • 
feTEVENS, ONSIOW . . . 
ZsTEVENS, NORMAN . . . 
y^STEVENSON, PHILIP . . 
^STEWART, DONAH) OGDEN 


-'STEWART, UAIWELL S 

~ STONE, HARRY 

STRAND, PAUL 

- STRANG, GERAID 

STRAr-S BER G, Tj *35 .••••••••• 

" STRONG, JOHN 

-STUDIO CARFENTERS 

" STUDIO GRIPS 80 ... . 

- STUDIO LABORERS 

* STUDIO LABORERS AND UTILITY WORKERS 

--STUDIO LABORATORY WORKERS 

STUDIO MACHINISTS 1185 • ■ • ■ • • 

--STUDIO MIS CELLA NEOUS EMPLOYEES . . 

—STUDIO PAINTERS 644 

STUDIO PLASTERERS 

* STUDIO PROJECTIONISTS 

STUDIO SET EIECTRICIANS 

STUDIO TEAMSTERS 

STUDIO TECHNICIANS GUUD 

STUDIO TRANSPORTATION WORKERS . . . 

STUDIO UTILITY EMPLOYEES 

STUART, GLORIA . . 

SUGAR, MAURICE Z'v . . 

SUILIVAN, GIENDA . . . . . . . . * 
SUMMARY OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES . . 

SIVUAEY, GENERAL 

SUTHERLAND, EDWARD 



LAGGARD, GENEVIEVE 
TALBOT, FRANK . . . 
TASHJIAN, DR. 7.A.K 
TASKEN, ROBERT . . 
TADROG, NORMAN . • 





T ASKAR, ROBERT .... 

TAYLOR, TED .*!.**’** 

THATCHER, MDLLI DAT .!!!!*]** 
TECHNICOLOR CORPORATION I 

TEEL, CHARLES 

TEGROEN, JOHN .....*.****’*' 
THffiZ, JACK 

TEMK EY > J ACK - INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE 
TERRILL, KATHERINE . • 

"THE WAVE" 


THEATRE OF ACTION II.**' 

TtffiATRE ARTS COMMITTEE .!!***** 
THEATRE COLI£CTIVE . . 

THEATRE COMMITTED FOR DEFENSE OF*SPANTSH 
THEATRE GROUFS . . . AfOSH 


THE TORKERS THEATRE (Paper) 
"THEY CAN'T GET YOU DOWN" . 
™#£AS, GEORGE JR 


. THOMPSON, LINDSAY . . 
[/THOMPSON, REV. JOHN B. 
THOMPSON, KENNETH . . 
THIRD PERIOD .... 


"THUNDER OVER MEXICO" . 
"TILL THE DAI I DIE" . 
TIMBERS, REBECCA . . 
THOMAS, LESLIE . . . . 
TONE, FRANCHOT .... 
TOOTHAKER, REV. FRANK U, 
TOREERG, FREDERICK . . 
roUHY, JOSEPH 


TRACHTENBERG, ALEXANDER -. 
TRADE UNION UNITY LEAGUE 
TRAUBE, SHEPPARD . . . . 
TRANSM ISSION BELT .... 
TRETYAKOV, SERGI .... 

THIVERS, BARRY 

TRIVERS, PAUL ...... 

TROTSKY, IBDN 

TROWBRIDGE, CHARIES . . . 
THUMBO, DALTON 


TURCHIN5KY, JOSEPH 
TUTTLE, FRANK . . 


TUTTLE, TITANIA 


4 . 


REPUBLIC 


5, 66 

101 

56 
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* 33, 42, 49, 172 
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34, 15 
99 
177 
99 
71 
99 
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113, 115 
166 
170 
132 
76 
174 
14, 15 
21, 107 
.180 
55, 170 
77, 78, 143 
130 
143 
35 

153, 155 
25, 90 

138, 142 

131 


99 

165 

138, 165 
64, 

77 


AS, 52, 85, 125, 133, 
158, 163, 165 
U, 22 

20, 61, 67, 70, 104, 
109, 120, 122, 124, 126, 
131, 133, 145, 148, 164, 

1 * 5 , 173 
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UNGER, ARTHUR 171 

UNIT MANAGERS GUIID . . 88 

UNITED CITIZENS FOR VIE TORY COUCTTEB ...... 48, 69 

UNITED FRONT CONFERENCE AGAINST FASCISM 10 

UNITED FRONT - POPUL AR FR ONT 91 

UNITED REFUGEE COMMITTEE 66 

UNITED RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF 60 

UNITS) STUDENTS LEAGUE OF HOLLHtOOD 11 

UNITED STUDIO TECHNICIANS GUIID 39 , 40 , 41, 86, 92 

UNITED SPANISH RELIEF 137, 149 

UTILITY WORKERS 33, 87 


\VAl\mEK, MARY 180 

"VARIETY" ./. 58, 171 

VICKEY, ROY W 80 

VICTORY BOND DRIVE 60 

VIDOR, KING 20, 67, 104, 108 

VINTON, EVELYN 132 

^•VOKS" 166 

VORHANS, 5EKNARD 116 

VULTEE AIRCRAFT COMPANY 134 


WAGENKNECHT, ALFRED . 
WAITING FOR LEFTY" . 
WAUACE, J. K. (SPIKE) 


WALLACE, RICHARD . . . 

WALLACES, THE 

WAR MANPOWER COMMISSION 


s_. WAR SYMPHONY COMMITTEE 

, ~ WAYNE, D. T 

WEAiHERWAI, CURA . . 
WEATHE HWAX, JOHN U. . 
WEBER j JOHN 


WEISS, MAC 

WELCH , M AR 1 1** 6® L. . . 
WELLMAN, WILLIAM A. . . 
WHILES, ORSON ..... 
WESTERN WORKER .... 
WESTERN WRITHES CONGRESS 
HESTON, CHANDIZR . . . 

JOHN ..... 
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. 21, 107 

. 33, 84, 141, 167, 168, 

170 

. 55 

. 48, 51, 68 

. 47, 49, 57 

. 4, 5, 155, 156 

. 133 
. 76 

. 38 

. 156 
. 67, 69 

. 66, 70, 78, 103 

. 121 

. 3, 4, 5, 66, 155, 157 

. 12 

. 66 , 
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WHIP PER, X2IGH 

WHITAKER, ROBERT 

WHITE, IRVING 

WHITTY, DAME MAI 

WILPOED, WILLIAM A 

WILKINS, HUGH 

WUXEBRANDT, MABEL WALKER . . 
WHLIAJB, ALBERT RHTS . . • • 
WILLIS, FRITZ ...••••• 
W TT.TMFR , GBDRffi • •••••♦ 
WINTER, ELLA MAI 

WIISHIKE EBELL CLUB 

WILSON, HARO U) F 

WISE, JAMES WATES4AN . * . . 

WOLF, FREDERICK 

WOLFSON, VICTOR 

WOOD, CHARLES ERSKINE SCOTT . 

WOLF, HERMAN G. . . 

WOOD, SAM 

WORKERS ALLIANCE 

WORKERS DANCE LEAGUE . . . ■ 
WORKERS FIIM AND FOTO LEAGUE 
WORKERS INTERNATIONAL RELIEF 

WORKERS THEATRE 

WRIGHT, RICHARD • 

WRITERS SCHOOL ' 

WYMAN, JANE 


101 
5 

116 
151 
80 
130 
68 
5 

55 

119 , 151 

4 , 5 , 66 , 155 , 156 , 
171 
129 
87 
153 

107, 108 
101 
5 

27 , 28 
69 
137 
100 
10 , 15 
10 , 11 , 12 
99 
155 
, 29 
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YBARRA, ALFRED 

YAKBONTOFF, VICTOR A « • • t. • • • • 

- Y ANKAURER , DORIS 

■TANKS ARE NOT COMING" 

YOUNG OQMMUNIST LEAGUE * 

■YOUTH OF MAXIM" 

YOUTH COMMISSION OF LDTIQN PICTURE DEMOCRATIC 

COMMITTEE - 

YOUNG, MELVIN G. 

YOUNG FIONEHB > . 


170 

66 

101 

121 

10 , 11 , 27 , 30 
15 

120 

51 

10 



^ * 


ZAND51, JACK ... • ♦ • 1 
ZDKAS, DEFENSE COMMUTER 
y. kO HOUR «..,•*• 


ZIMMERMAN, FB8D . v 
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ENCLOSURES FOR THE BUREAU: 

EXHIBIT NO. I 

Photo static copy of portion of the proceedings of the I.A.T.S.E. convention 
at Louisville, Kentucky, June 3 to 6, 1940 - Pages 1 to 12 inclusive. 



EXHIBIT NO. II 

rhotostatic copy of a portion of the proceedings of the I.A.T.S.E. convention 
at Cleveland, Ohio, June 6 to 9, 1938 - Pages 1 to 10, inclusive. 


EXHIBIT NO. Ill 


Page 1 is photographic copy of Page 31 of the May, 1941 issue of "The Clipper", 
which is heaaed "In Defense of Culture" and is a call of the League of 
American writers to the "American Writer* Congress", June 6 to 8, 1941 
at New York City. 

Page 2 is a photographic copy of Page 3 of the August, 1941 issue of "The 
Clipper", which Is headed "A Communication to All 'Writers From The 
League of American Writers." 


-PENDING— 
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0NDE7EL3PED LEAD 

THE IQS ANGEIES FIELD DIVISION: 


Cl <> 


At Los Angeles, California 

Will continue this investigation and will compile information 
showing the Coomunist Party connections of many of the most influential per- 
sonages in the motion picture business in Hollywood. This compilation of 
information will set forth the numerous activities of such individuals in 
the Conmunist front organizations which indicate that the Communist Party 
line has been followed faithfully and ardently. Attention will also be 
called to a large number of books, pamphlets, scenarios, plays, newsreels, 
speeches, letters and other material which indicate the enormous effort 
that lias been made and is now being made by the Communist Party to get canr- 
plete control of the motion picture business and use It for propaganda pur- 
poses. 
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 

AND 

PRIVACY ACTS 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION- MOTION 
PICTURE INDIISTRYfCOMPIO IEXCERPTS) 

FILE NUMBER: 100-138754 

SERIAL: 157xl 

PART: 2 OF 15 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 





Office Memorandum 


(. J ) 

• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


j 


! 


The Director 
D. M. Ladd 

cecnnnsx* ikpilthatioh or thb 

<J> MOTIOH PICTUH3 IiJDUSiBT 
iSmaiiAL seCoSitt tc) 

(Banning Memorandum) 



OATS: 



There la submitted herewith the running memorandum concerning 
Communist infiltration of the motion picture Industry which has been 
brought up to date as of Kay 24, 1947. The material discussed* is divided 
Into separate sections as follows) / 

I Communist Infiltration of Labor Croups 
II Communist Infiltration of Intellectual Groups 

III Coixjunist Party Members in Hollywood 
IT Communist Influence In Current Motion Pictures 
T Soviet Activities in Hollywood 
VI Communist Infiltration of HKO Studios 

VII Investigation of Communist Activity in the Motion picture Indus t 
by the Committee on Un-American Activities, House of Beprc 
VIII Miscellaneous 

The new material added to bring this running aeiwraac.um up to _ 

be found In the following sections: , *' 

Section I, page 71 

Section II, pages 119 through 1£1 -- . 

Section VII, pages IB through 34 ^ -j 

Section VIII, pages 3 through 9 * ‘ 

Of the new material added, probably the most si golf leant will be found 
in Section VII which portair.s to the activities of the Un-Amerxcau Activities 
Committee curing their recent visit to ‘the movie colony in Hollywood at which 
tine various representatives of the motion picture Industry appeared os witnesses... 
Also of Internes the interview had by the Los^.geles Office with screen. 
aCtress SHHv Inuring this Interview. MB&offered her services as a 
source or information concerning Communist activiTles in Hollywood and ex- 
plained her connections with Communist front groups as being due to her 
Ouriosity and Interest in flnclng out about these various groupe as well as 
the inulvlauals connected vita them* 

___ 4 _ ^ j These activities are being closely followed and all new info mat Ion 
rweivea in this regard will be incorporated Into the running memorandum one# 
e»h quarter, la order that you may be currently advised with reenact to this 
situation. 
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M0TI05 PICTUBK I UOSTK T 
UTEKHAL SSCTSITT (C) 

(Bunning Memorandum) 


Shore le submitted herewith, the running memorandum concerning 
Communist Infiltration of the notion picture Industry which ha* been 
brought up to dot* as of Hay 24, 1947. f She material discussed Is divided 
into eepsrate sections as fellows: 

1 Communist Infiltration of Labor Group* 

It Comma 1 st Infiltration of Intellectual Groups 
III Communist Party Members In Hollywood 
IT Communist Influence in Current Motion Pictures 
T Soviet Activities in Hollywood 
▼I Communist Infiltration of BEO Studios 

Til ■ Investigation of C a— uni it Activity in ths Motion picture Industry 7 f 
hy the Committee on Un-American Activities, House of Bspreemntotlves 
Till Klscellensous - 


-A 


She new material added to bring this running memorandum up to date will 
be found in the following sections; 

Section I, page 71 
Section II. pages 119 through 121 
Section Til, pages IB through 24 
Section Till, pages 2 through 9 . 

Of the new naterlal added, probably the most significant will be found 
In Section Til idiich pertains to the activities of the Uh-American Activities 
Committee during their recent visit to the movie colony in Hollywood at which 
time various representatives of the motion picture Industry appeared as witne sses. 
" >rest le the Interview had by t he Loa An geles O ffice witfc^^|^ 
During this interrlev^^HJpcfferodfl^Bservlces as a 
source of Information concerning "Commoniat activities In Hollywood and ex- 
plained her connections with Communist front* groups as being due to her 
curiosity and interest in finding out about these various groups as wall as 
the individuals connected with them. 

These activities are being closely followed and all new information 
| recalled in this regard will be incorporated into the running pe rn or s"^ 11 * once 
[each quarter, in order that you may be currently advised with (respect to this 
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CcaoflJNIST IHFIURAT1QK OF 
THE MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY 
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IKTKODUCVORT BACKGROUND , 

The majority of the information coacernin g_£ocaualgt Infiltration 
of the motion picture industry has been supplied " 

oho is Los Angeles Confidential Inforas4i1*BBB®p^^^i5rom?n^ha^been 
associated with the motion picture indust^^io^many years. He is a canber 
of several labor organizations which are active in the industry ana is 
thoroughly faaillar with the background of the lab or organizatio ns in that 
field* He was a member of the C canonist Party 

The informant is quite familiar with the Conmunia^k^^igure^ii^h^^^ 
Hollywood area and is able to obtain information concerning Communist activities 
in this- industry* • .. », *V • 

, ■ * V. * “* * n . .K* - ...V • l- „ 

A * V *%*>-:.* . V ; ^ - , - , * •*' v J 

* : -•* e : Fj- • '* . •. ’ ’* vy * * *- *■ ' 

- : This source has advised that prior to 1933 the Commist interna- - 

tiooal with headquarters in Moscow, Russia, had not realized the possibilities 
of the motion picture as a propaganda medium. About this time tho talking 
picture was perfected and the Soviet Union with its world-wide staff of propa- 
gandists seized the lead in adapting the motion picture for propaganda pur- 
poses throughout the norld. Delegations of Russians came to Hollywood to 
study the American cinema. . 


xn xyj? a "aireouive" was assuea py the top structure of the Com- 
munis t Party In the United States that there must be an intensive concentration 
on Hollywood and the motion picture Industry. The directive stated that Com- - 
munists must try to capture the labor unions, for if this could be done, they 
could exert much influence in the nature and type of pictures produced arri thus 
help the Soviet cause. This directive also emphasized that at the same time 
work must be done among the cultural groups, writers, artists, actors, actresses, 
and others to enlist their assistance toward the Communist cause. The direct 
and indirect influence of the Communist Party of the United States on the 
motion picture industry in Hollywood and on all those subsidiary interests con- 
nected with that industry has been one of steady development over a period 
of the past ten years. During this time the motion picture industry has been 
considered by the Communist Party as the principal medium of propaganda for 
the Communist Party ideas. Consequently, the Communist Party concentrated 
on a program of penetration of the industry by its members.^ This concentra- 
tion on Hollywood has been most intense. i 


ogiia 


- It has been reported that as s pert of the progx&a to penetrate the 
■tfStion picture Industry, the Ccamuniat Party considered th ^importation of known 
w^pmmunists and persons subject to Communist influence as o f^fau/i significance. 
\A large percentage of such individuals brought into Hollywood -from 1935 to 
-"1944 and given employment are refugees who came from European countries 
following the rise of Hazism in Europe. They have been put in responsible 



i 


,.X 


positions, mostly in the fields of writing and directing, aril the majority 
u^thea are reported since arriving toliave shown sympathy Ath the C annuals t 
-tHBfcmnd to associate with individuals who are known to be Jonrauniata. As 

ialb< 


a result of this situation, it is reported that Hollywood 
to a a tart! ins extent. 


being Europeanised 


Since the entry of the United States into the war and the cooperation 
"r.. of the notion picture industry with governmental agencies for propaganda purr 
- poses, Communist jpez^etration hAS .been^axtrsnely effective.; There have been £ , 
■}'*'?* two lines of attack. ^'Ons 'was to seek .control Over the workers in the studios 5 
using .the trade unions as 'the base, the other was to seek control over the so- 
called Intelleotual and creative fields and thus determine tlie type of prop a- 
ganda to be injected into the motion 


For tiio purpose of tills memorandum, the material 
divided as followst 


oiscusscci will be 


. ^ ~ ^ . .. . - '■ ^ 

I.' • Cotaajnist Infiltration of Labor Oroups. - 

■ . U. r Coanunist Infiltration of Intellectual Groups. 

; V. . ' III* ’1 Communist Party Bndbershlp In Hollywood, '• 

IV. Communist Influence in Current Motion Pic taros. 

V. Soviet Activity in Hollywood. 

VI. Communist Infiltration of R.K.O. Studios 

In connection with items I and II, this memorandum will set forth 
sons historical and background detail which it is bolieved will be of assistance 
n/: '• in understanding the current situation. ~ •- . 

. As' of June, 19iiU a survey "made of Communist members in various fields * 
qf activity in the motion picture industry indicates the following data con- 
- - ' coming members of the Communist Party or Communist front groups in the industry: 

Directors and Producers — Among this group there are nine known Communist 
Party merabors and fifteen members of one or more Communist Party front group s. 
Herbert Hibernian, a director, is probably the outstanding Communist Party member 
in this field. Lewis Milestone, director of "North Star" and "Mission to kosccw," 
although not deiinitely known .to be a Communist Party member, is Russian born 
and ha s been actlv^Jji_mjj :>er o u s Communist Party f ront groups for the past ten 
years. 

Writers ^^ner^ar^hO known Communist Party members among the 
S; writers employed at tlie various motion picture studios. The outstanding figure 
% ' 1* the writers group is John Howard Lawson, a known Conmunlot par ty momber, who 

f has great influence in the Hollywood field. 




'JJ. Actors Five actors and aotresses are reported la be known members \ $£ 

Communist Party in Hollywood. ’> Twenty-four others an ' members of Connunist 
ig^farty front groups. Among the known Communist party weabei*, Sale Sondergaard,- ^ .- 
Lionel Stander' and Lucille Ball are the most prominent.' ThoeaJMloncing to 
Corjomniot Jarty front groups includ e James Cagney, Ida Lupi no; Franchot Tone, 

Walter Huston and John Garfield. 









April 27.. mi 

1/ COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF LABOR GROUPS! - v: 


' Information has been received that approxlmately*>4n- I 934 the 

| Communist Party realizing the propaganda possibilities in the motion 
I picture field decided to move into the motion picture industry. In the 

spring of ly 35 direct orders are reported to have come down, in mimeographed ) 
' form from the top structure of the Communist Party to all .units in the Los : : j 

t Angele s section.. that there must be an intense; concentration on Bollywood " 

&ca - th « notion picture -industry. This’ directive ;! 3 said to have emphasized ?%■' 
+$£& the , fact* that the Communists must try to capture "the labor unions and ' 

* . pointed out that if this could be done the unions could be of much service 

in influencing the type of pictures produced and thus serve the Soviet cause. 

In the early days of the motion picture Industry, that is from 
approximately 1910 to 1930, there was no consistency in the labor orgaaiza--. : 

- tionalv- setup.. The principal active labor organization was the Interna- * 

•« tional. Alliance of Theatrical; Stage Employees "(IATSE) . This was an autono- 
\\ J - m0Ua group or local labor unions identified with the American Federation of 
• Labor. - The .IATSE jurisdiction was recognized as the only union organization 
in Hollywood for some years. However, on two occasions in 1921 and 1933, 
respectively, strikes were called by this organization which were completely 
unsuccessful. In each case the strike was the result of a jurisdictional 
dispute and was broken as a result of members of outside unions entering the 
Held as strike oreakers. As a result or the unsuccessful strikes, a very 
chaotic condition existed in the labor field at. Hollywood in approximately 
1933 and many or the workers had lost confidence in the A.F. of L- As a re- 
eult, ‘the Communist Party had little difficulty in moving into the unorganized 
a - ‘ field with the Motion Picture Workers Inou atrial Union, creat ed in January 1^34 


. Motion Picture Workers Industrial Union. HFKIU 

4 " _ r '" ' - ----- J - ‘ J_ " - J1 -- 

The Motion Picture Workers Industrial Union was an independent 
group completely under the control of the Communist elements and taking orders 
from the local functionary of the Communist Party. It will be recalled that 
this was in accord with the Communist Party line at that period which ad- 
vocated the creation of separate unions by the Communist Party. Most of 
these separate unions were affiliated with the Trade Union Unity League, 
wliich, in turn, was a branch of the International or Red Labor Unions, with 
headquarters in Moscow. However, the MFWIU was not arfiliateo with the Trade 
Union Unity League, although it was under the control and domination of the 
^Communist Party. Demands were made on the organizer of this union by the 
-section secretary or the Communist Party and the Communist frarty organizer la 
-Southern California to force the union i to affiliate with tie TUUL.' However, 
3t declined to do so, chiefly because of the position takenlby the' union 
Bwganizer, H. G-. Wolfe. -It continued to -function as an irulpendent union. 
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' Musa rout Commnlst Party members, ac cordi ng. to . Confidential 
act ire In the affairs of this union, chi efly among shorn wars 
■+. QflHfcfcfiudolph Kohl, Boris OoUblatt and Sam Qoldblatt* v 


aimer Bergman, Don 


I 



Fwere 


In the short time between the creation of this UnioVjLn January, 
1934, and April, 1935, It had taken In a large number of members and was well 
^ o n the way to becoming the leading union In Hollywood, However, In April, 
,^T,935, Instructions were sent out by the Central Connilttee of the Comunlst 
Party that the Party line had changed and that all Independent unions were to 
/••"be liquidated and their members went into the A.F. of L. unions with the 
objeot of capturing the A.P, of L. This policy was followed by the KPfilCF, 

■ A short time after the change in Party line the Communists In the Union began 
to desert end go over Into the various A.F. of L. locals. At this time these 
A.F. of L. locals were mere shells which in many cases existed in name only. 
As a result of the Communist Party directive, the UPWIU gradually went out of 
existence and in February, 193b it was officially dissolved. 


At about this time the CIO was being organised by John 1. Lewis. 
Several attempts are reported to" have been made on the pert of Lewis and . ’ v 
other CIO figures to organise In the motion picture field. However, they - 
have never been successful and at the present time there are no CIO unions 
in the motion picture industry. There are approximately 39 labor organisa- 
tions of various sorts in the Industry. Some of these are aff illat 
the A.P. of L. and the balance are independent unions. 
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Conference of Studio Unions 

Herbert K,. Sorrell, president of the Studio Painters Local 644 of 
^ the International Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and Paper Hangers of 
Asmrica, A.P. of L, soon became the leader of the newly activlzed A.F. of L. , 
unions, SftryyP hn " >»»" tri«wt<fj .ed as a former neaber_of the Comcunlst Party 
'• ' in Hollywood. California, He soon became the leader of the Coia a anist factions 
in the Hollywood unions. Sorrell developed favorable relations with Pat 
Casey, lajbor representative for the Motion Picture Producers Association. 

Casey is an 160,000 per year executive employed by the VPPA to handle labor 
relations. He is definitely not a Communist, but apparently finds it easy to 
do business with Sorrell. As a result, Sorrell has become probably the leading 
figure In the Hollywood labor movement. 


After Sorrell had developed the leaders of a number of locale, 
mhioh had strong Couuuinist factions in them, his next move was to set up an 
organization which would tie all the locals into one body under his domination. 
This body was known as the Conferenoe of Studio Unions. 



The Conferenoe of Studio Unions is a small compLctl group 'of 
;ates or representatives of a bloc of labor unions in thf Hollywood 
motion picture industry, which has been taken over and is nqf under control 


of the Columnist Party operating through its members in thoae-'Utffbns which 
hare captured key poeitlone. . In, reality the Conference of Sfidio Union* 
l^th* organisation set up to act a* the control and eteerini cosmittee to 
aHM»te‘and direct Coanmnlst activities looking toward taking over all 
studio workers and their unions into the Commmiat Party orbit. The folloi 
ing six locals are affiliated with the Conference of Studio unions t 


^ Studio Painters Local 644 of the International Brotherhood 

of ftinters, Decorators and Paper Rangers of America* 

Laboratory Technicians Local 683 of the International • . / . 

.Alliance of Theatrioal Stage finployees. ‘ **" : 

Screen Office Employees Guild, an affiliate of Studio Painters 
Local 644 above. 

Screen Set Designers Guild, an affiliate of Studio Painters 
Local 644 above. 

Studio Machinists Local 1165 of the International Association 
of Machinists, A.F. of L ' 

* , 9 * ■ % • *» " 

The membership of. the above groups le approximately 8,000, The...*, 

Conference of Studio Unions Is governed by a president, chairman, vice ^ V 
chairman and seoretary-treeswrer* Each union body affiliated Is represented^ 
by not more than three delegatee, one of whom oust be the business representa- 
tive, Herbert K, Sorrell le President, Norval D, Crutcher, e former member 
of the Cosinlat part y, is Chairman, D, T, fcayne, Vice Chairman and Russell L, 
McKnight, Secretary-Treasurer, are not known to be Communist Party members, tut 
are reported to be connected with numerous Communist front organizations and to 
give every indication of being dominated and contro^fi^jj^j^^flHmfiifl^^arty, 


Due to the importance of the unions affiliated with the Conference 
of Studio Unions, brief descriptive data concerning each is being set forth 

below* 

Studio Painters Local 644 

This union is made up chiefly of painters who were members of the 
Communist dominated UFWIU and who, on direct orders of the Cozmainlst Party, 
deserted that union in 1935 to* take over Local 644 of the A,F. of L, Herbert 
K, Sorrell is president of this union. 

Laboratory Technicians Local 683 


This union is affiliated with the IATSE, It has jurisdiction and 
oontrol of a narrow but very Important field, that of the employees who handle 
developing and processing .of film. It has been said to be toe contention of 
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the C omnonist Party that If it could control the workers In fills Departnnnt, 
AT would be at their mercy. This union Is reports! to have con- 

sistently followed the Communist Party line and to have pea aid resolutions 
: In accordance with the Communist Party program. Bussell L. acRnlght, men- 
tioned above, is president of the union. Sorval Crutcher, also mentioned 
^ above as a former Conmunlst Party member, is secretary- treasurer* 


Screen Office Employees Chi lid 

This union was originally organised as an Independent union in 
about 19 37. After being in existence some three or four years, it came under 
the influence of Sorrell and in 1941 it was issued a charter by Local 644, 

A.P. of L. Studio Winters. It has Jurisdiction over all clerical workers 
and secretaries in the Bollywood studios, although the A.F. of L. has a 
regularly established Office Workers Union in the Los Angeles area where 
these workers rightfully belong. It Is said that the reason for the affllia- ' 

■' tion of this “white collar* group with the A.F. of L. Painters is the preference 
of its Communist leadership for Sorrell over affiliation with regular A,p, of 
L. office worto re unions. v 

• ' ‘ • • ■ • - - i . ' .A. . i - ' ' ' ' ' . 


As of November, 1943, it was reported that the SOEG was preparing a 
drive to organize the motion picture industry 100 per cent prior to the 
establishment by the A.F. of L. of an international union for white collar 
( workers. It was reported that a special organizer, Uln Selvin, a known Com- 
munist Party member, would work in close cooperation with Qlen Pratt, business 
representative, in this organizational campaign. 


Confidential informants have advised that the Conminist Party took 
a ''great interest in this campaign md that a number of known Communist Party 
members were engaged in assisting it. Proa the information reported, it 
appears that the Communist Party will endeavor to gain c ontrol of any pro- 
posed A.P. of L. on ion local for white collar employees.’ 

v Screen Cartoonists Guild Local 853 



This guild has jurisdiction over cartoonists, sketch artists and 
animators engaged in making animated cartoons in the motion picture industry. 

It was originally organized as an independent group, but came under the 
Influence of Sorrell and in 1941 was issued a charter by Local 644 of the 
s Studio Painters and is therefore now affiliated with the A.7. of L. It is re- 
I ported that this guild as a body has consistently followed the Communist Party 
I line and has passed parallel resolutions to those of the other unions affiliated 
1 with the Conference of Studio Unions. . 

- Soreen Set Designers Quild 

This union has jurisdiction over set designers, dnaf^pen and 
illustrators who until approximately 1939 had been unorganized. In the fall 
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3*941, the guild became affiliated with Painters Bnion 1/ 
■f: came under the Influence of Sorrell.’.^ The officers of thi: 

t° Communist Party member s, 'although a member of 
£'***’' Board is so identified. The union is reported to hare to'. 

t the Communist Party line. 

Studio Machinists Local 1165 


al 644 and thus _ . • 
guild are not • . 
he Executive • 
owe a consistently 




• V .. The members of this union are highly skilled mechanics engaged - 
mostly- in building . .and servicing motion picture cameras and other high prel /^ 
ciaioa work of similar character r . v fhis^ uniotf came into, existence, as a direct 
result or the' break-up 6f the MPWIU.' It it repoHed to have taken in the 
entire crew of machinists then engaged in the experimental plant of Techni- 
color Corporation. The union is represented in the Conference of Studio 
Unions by T. D. TJayne, who is said to be under the complete domination of the 
Communist Party and or Herbert K. Sorrell. 


•VV-v - Hollywood Guild Council \ - : v-?. -V: A V f :. ; ^ 

>•; . -• v *'• ^ ■ 

^ '** ' -'** '" ' The guilds making the Hollywood Guild Council’ are the bargaining 

agencies for what are known as the "cultural groups, writers, artists, 
directors, readers and publicists." These guilds, although not alfiliated 
with the A.F. of L. or any other labor group, are the bargaining agencies 
* for their members. It should be noted that as In the case of writers, 

directors and art directors, the matter of salaries is an individual matter. . 
These guilds in their bargaining negotiations deal with such matters as work- 
,^Vf <- ing conditions, soreen credits, etc. ^ It is reported that the Communist ale- ' 
*■'* . menu had not been successful in their efforts to function within the IATSE. 

*They, therefore, are reported to have set up another organisation outside the 
t A.F. of L. and thus created the Hollywood Guild Council. The following so- • 

», called "cultural groups" are affiliated with the Hollywood Guild Council: 

Screen Writers Guild 
Screen Directors Guild 
Screen Publicists Guild 
Screen Readers Guild 
Screen Actors Guild 

At the outset the Screen Orfice Employees Guild and the Screen 
- Cartoonists Guild were also affiliated with this Council, but they later with- 
j drew to affiliate with tfee Conference of Studio Unions. 


J The reported purpose of the Hollywood Cuild Courfcil was to afford 

■ base of operations to Carry on Communist propaganda and Keep alive the 

n attempt to. penetrate the other unions. * -The Comma nists Tejfcrtedly have 
^ ’ V - attempted to draw into the Council many of the A.F. of L;*.ocals, but have 


ijfcrtedl 
i iocals 


- 5 - 


' - * 


successful* Their activities are said to haTe been 


ry* ngtetegn i 

thes^varloua guilds* •which, 
■uniat Infiltration. 


I 



been more or less su' 


Screen Writers Guild 



The leading group in the Hollywood Guild Council and the one 
whioh is said to have practically controlled this organization* was the ? 

Screen Writers Guild* It was organised In 1934 as the first union group In 
the cultural field and ia said to have come under Comnmist domination almost 
at the outset* It ns organized by e group of writers who were the members 
of the John Seed Club of Hollywood* e Cp agonist front organization that 
later became the Hollywood ehapter of the League of American Writers* Prom- 
inent among the group of original organizers were the foil erring : Howard 
Lawson* Samuel Ornita* Qidley Hie ho Is, Guy Endore andHarry Carlisle* All of . ' 
these persons according to Confidential Info rant |^^fehave long recorda of ■■-**''* 
Coamnlst activity* ^ 

■r - 

This guild has been Communist dominated from its inception and has 
Included amnj known members of the Comnunist Party* At its election in 
November* 1943* the vice president* treasurer and eight members of its 
Executive Board were definitely identified as Communist Party members by in- 
formants. A number of other officers and members* although not definitely 
Identified as Commun ist Pa rty members, are said to be unier the influence of 
the Coamunist Party* 

Screen Directors Guild 

This guild was organized In February* 1936* for the purpose as 
stated at that time to bring the directors of motion pictures in the line 
with other labor unions in the industry* The organizing is said to have been 
done by a snail group of motion picture directors who professed the "progrws- 
sive position" and who maintained in a broad sense that the motion picture 
should carry a social or political message rather than being what they claimed 
it was at the time* merely an “escape mechanism" for the masses* The Screen 
Director* Guild Is in no sense strictly a bargaining labor union* Its prin- 
cipal reason for existence is said to be ideological in that it will assist 
in the production of motion pictures sympathetic to the cause of Coamunlsa and 
the political economy of Bussia* Among those composing the original small 
group were King Vidor* Lewis Milestone, Frank Tuttle* Frank Borsage* Howard 
Hawks* Ruben Uamoulian and Gregory LaCava* Its present officers are not known 
to be members of the Cossnunist Party* but it includes In its membership 
individuals such as Frank Tuttle* Jay Leyda, Herbert Biberman* Herbert Kline* 
wtys are reported to be Comunlst Party mesfoers* and others iuoh as Orson Welles* 
Herman Shumlln* Lewis Milestone* Jorls Irena and Dudley Hi cljo Is, who have 
been aotlve In the affairs of numerous Comnunist Party fron^ orga nizations 
such as the American Peaee HobUization^J^ifi-JIari^-^iiidges DefSTBe Committee* 
and similar organizations* 



Screen Publicists Ouild 




i 


Tbit guild Is composed of Individuals engaged In mo tion, picture 
publicity •work. Although Its officers have not been identifies with the 
C oarmn lat Party, the organisation as a body Is reported to have affiliated 
< l^Nhvith. Communist inspired groups, including Labor’s Units for Victory 
Committee, Hollywood Writers Mobili zation for Defense, L eaguefof American 
Writers and the Hollywood Canteen. 

’ Screen Readers Guild 


This guild is not strictly a labor group sines it is composed of 
individuals employed at various studios whose duties are to read books, . 
magazines and published material and make synopses from which stories or 
scenes may ba adapted to the notion pictures. It la said that the readers con- 
sider themselves potential writers and that their ambitions lie In that direc- 
tion. This union is reported to be Influenced to a large extent and dominated 
by the Screen Writers Ouild. 


Screen Actors Guild 

This guild has included a number of prominent actors in the Hollywood 
.area. A number of the Individuals have supported and takeiM»rt in Co mmuni st 
front organisations according to Confidential InformantJJ^ including Helen 
Oahagan (Helen Gahagan Douglas), Prances Farmer, John Garfield (correct name 
Jake G&rfinkel), Gale Sondergaard, Lionel Slander and Frederic March. Current ■« 
officers for the year 1944 include James Cagney, President; George Murphy, 

Vies President, and a number of other well known actors. John OarfisU, Lionel 
Stand er, Frederic March, and Janes Cagney have been identified b yflHr & s former 
members of the Connunist Party. Gale Sondergaard through a highly confidential 
technique employed by agents of the Los 
fled as a member of the Couaunist Party. 

Miscellaneous A. P. of L« Local Unions 



Information has been received that thare are a number of other 
local >. F. of L, unions and IATSE unions engaged in the labor field in Holly- 
wood. However, it is reported that there Is no great Coirramist infiltration 
of these groups and they may be divided roughly into two categories, namely, 
that in which there are a number of Communist Party members and in which the 
locals are to a certain extent subject to Communist infiltration, and second, 
that in which there are a number of anti-Coanamists and In which'" the Communist 
influence is at a minimum. 


( 

J the A, P. of L. for the purpose of throwing their weight 

9 attaining Communist control of the A. P. of L. structure 

-* - -Am -re' the unions which are occasionally subject to Cormanl 
American Federation of Musicians Local 47, whose president 

irtedly dominated by the Communist Part; 


In February, 19^4, Information was received that ft cumber Of tho 
Independent unions have embarked on a Communist inspired campaign to enter 

influence toward 
| Southern California, 
control, is the 
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M otion Picture Labor Committee 
or Political Action *■ 





In September, 1943* a Motion picture Labor Camnd|tee for Political 
Aotion was set up in line with the current movement toward '’thfcjfonnati on or 
a political ana by labor groups. This group reportedly was organized by 
Individuals from unions associated with the Conference of Studio Unions and 
it appears to be strongly Communist dominated. It is said that while the • 
organization operates in the name of the A.F. of L.,,in reality the Holly- 
wood unit is under the control of the Cosmunist forces. ' This is said to be - ^ 
consistent with the current nationwide program of the Communist Party to take 
part in political organizations and place in office those persons who are ' 
favorable to the Communist position. The organization is affiliated with 
such reported Communist front groups as the Peoples Educational Center, the 
Fifteenth Congressional District Legislati ve Council, the League of American 
Writers and the Hollywood Writers School. 


w 
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Conference of Studio Unions 


* * 




Ilth the pmt six months, four additional unions nave Joined this 
organisation. They are the following: 

Building Service Employees. Local. .99. 

This union is headed by George Bradley who is reported to be 
- a member end sponsor of many Connuniat front groups* . 


Special Officers and Guards. Local 193 


This union is heeded by cne Ted Carp who hrs not heretofore 
beer, reported as en^rged In Conmunist activities. 


Screen Publicist's Culld 



This union lias heretofore been independent but' it wes recently 
granted r.n P. of L. charter by which it beesme affiliated #ith 
Locil 644 of the Motion Picture Painters League. This guild his 1 eng 
been under the complete control of the Communist Party. Its repre- 
sentative to the Conference of Studio Unions is Ted Taylcr, a reporter 
for tne People’s ’’orld. Pacific Coast Ccrcnunisf- public sticn and said 
- to be an ardent Communist. 
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Screen Analyst >« Qaild (Formerly, Screen Readers Guild )| 

This union vu also formerly an independent olion but haa 
recently been chartered by the A, F. of I. through the Painters 
Union. The members of this union are readers of materll^ which 
nay eventually be used in notion pictures. The analyst lain a 
position to recontnend ideas , sequences and scenes which. If the 
analyst is Conmnisticly inclined, nay contain Comminiat propa- 
ganda* .. V ;■ 

.1 * « ■ 1 ‘ . .• | t b ' ' ; 4 t ’ • ’ 

It is reported that the Influence of the C. S. U. is 
growing dally and that it recently has been recognized by the 
Uotion Picture Producers Association as a separate bargaining 
agency. Herbert F# Sorrell continues to be the leading figure 
In the C. S. U. He was a former Coamunist Party member. . Sorrell 
continues to be friendly with Pat Casey, labor liaison man for 
the Motion Picture Producers Association. It is reported that 
the C. S. D. supports all Communist front activities in Hollywood# 


Motion Picture labor Committee for Po 


This co salt tee is presently working in conjunction with 
the United A. F. of L. Political Action Committee which takes in 
all sections of the Southern California area. The purposes of the 
Uotion Picture Labor Committee are said to be Identical with those 
of the Hollywood Democratic Committee, a Coamunist front organization. 
Fifteen labor unions are presently affiliated with the Motion Picture 
Labor Committee for Political Aotion. Hot all those of the affiliated 
labor unions are Communist controlled; however, eight of the fifteen 
unions are said to be under the domination of Coamunist elements. It 
is reported that the Motion Picture Labor Committee for Political 
lotion, as of May, 1944 was fo 




As of June, 1944 it was reported that the ?'otion Picture Labor 
Committee for Political Action had joined with a number of Coamunist 
front organizations, including the Hollywood Demooratic Committee, 
to aseist in local primary elections. These elections resulted in 
the defeat of Congressman John M. Costello, a member of the Dies 
CoBonittae, and the nomination of Helen Qahagan Douglas, wife of 
actor Kelvin Douglas, in the 14th Congressional District. Urs# 

Douglas and her husband have been associated with n umerous Conmnlet 
front organizations* 
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•o f L. Votes to Oust Reds and Faaolsts 

The Los Angeles Herald on July 11, 1944, carried Sfrvrtlcle which 
stated that by a four to one vote delogates of the Central Labor Council, 

.'A* F« of Lt had approved a constitutional amendment through which Communists 
and Fascists will be barred from membership in that organization# The article 
stated that Pill lam Green, national head of the A. F. of 1., asked for the . 
amendment when he rejected a proposed new constitution for th6 Council last 
year on the ground it failed to prohibit membership of "radicals #*• The 

vote was 153 to 44 in favor of the amendment, but approval oame only after 
a floor fight in which some members objected to the use of the names of 
Communists or Fascists on the ground tliat lt would causa less of some members. 


Possible Labor Par in Hollywood 


■‘-A, 


As of July, 1944* confidential informants have advised that there . r 
is a possibility of a labor* split among the Hollywood unions. This situation 
arose out of the dispute between the notion Picture All 1 macs for the Preset- 
vation of American Ideals (UFA), an anti-Comaunist group of labor unions, and 
the Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions, which includes a number of Com- 
munist-dominated labor groups. The latter organization undertook to combat 
the charges of Communism levelled at the motion picture industry by the iiPA. 
Further information concerning both organizations is set out in Section IX 
of this memorandum. As a result of the dispute informants have reported that 
at least one Jurisdictional dispute has arisen between a union of the anti- 
Communist, group and a union of the alleged Communist group. This occurred 
when Studio Carpenters 1 Local #946 objected to certain activities of the 
Studio Grips, Local 60, 1ATSH, at the 20th Century Pox Studios. Reportedly 
Herbert £. Sorrell, President of the Conference of Studio Unions and a known 

Communist party member, is guiding and directing James Skelton, business 

representative of the Studio Carpenters* Union, In this dispute. Informants 
report that as of July, 1944, it is the opinion of many labor leaders in 
Hollywood the beginning of a labor war In the motion picture 

Industry. 

United A. P. of L. Committee for Political Action 


/ 



ov< 


In August, 1944, a reported split occurred in the above Committee 
over the indorsement of certain political candidates. The Conaittee, ovor the 
strenuous objection of certain. Communist members within lt, withdrew indorse- 
ment of Ned Healy, candidate for Congress in the 13th Congressional District 
'■end Hal Styles who defeated John U. Costello for the Democratic nomination in 
the ijth Congressional District. These actions caused a violent internal 
oonfllet within the A. F* of L. raolg^ The local teams teriuniona led the 


fight against the Comsuilste* The Hollywood leaden of the Uotlon Picture 
Lf.bor Conadttee for Political lotion led the Com nnlat foro is* Among the 
Artfaddoals Identified as Co mmunis ts by inforsemt^B^in t e latter group 
vers Herbert K. Sorrell. Horval D. Crutchauc^^^Sg Poafranoe* 




In August, 1944, it was leaiTOT thAt the Communists continued to 
lead the fight against withdrawal of endorsements of Styles and Healy by the 
United A* F. of L. Political Action Committee. According to informants, the 
only power of the A^ F. of L. Committee is that of recommendation. Its 
action sust be endorsed by 2/3 of all local bodies affiliated with it. The : 
Commonists reportedly used their influence with these affiliated bodies and 
prevented the top committee's recommendation from being adopted. The 
principal arena of the fight was the Central Labor Council of Lob Angeles 
and the Communists, having secured control of this body, prevented adoption 
of the United Committee's recommendation. The Comsnnists in control of the • 
Notion Picture Labor Committee for Political Action led the fight aid finally 
won it for the Commnist.. eiemenUFo^ttiOreaaon the endorsement of Styles 

mn* B.nlv '■US QOt withdlV*"- 


Screen Writers ' Guild , r •' 

« ; 7J , , 4 >**- 

'I > * 1 ■ . . - 

• In August, 1944, it was learned through the "Daily Variety," trade 
paper of the motion picture industry, that Mary McCall, Jr. , President of the " 
Screen Writers* Guild, had resigned* She was succeeded by Lester Cole .who had 
previously served as Vice President. Cole will serve as President until 

the annual election of the Guild in November, 1944. 

* ' 

• Lester Cole, alias Lester Cohn, is a free lance writer employed at A 

..Columbia Studios, He is a Communist and is presently assigned to Group A-l 
(Writers), Northwest Section, Communist Political Association card number 
46805 for 1944. He has a long record of Communist and Connmnist front activi- 
ties and is very active in the League of American Writers, the Hollywood 
Writers* Mobilization, the Hollywood Council of Quilds and Unions, and the 
Hollywood Democratic Committee, all of which are recognized Communist front 
groups. 

Conference of Studio Unions 

rr- - y 

During October, 1944, this bloc of ten unions was engaged in a strike 
situation in the motion picture industry. A jurisdictional dispute arose between 
the Associated Propertymsn, Local 44, 1»A,T,S.E«, and Screen Set Designers, 

Local 1421, A. F. of L. At first the set designers were supported by other 
unions in the Conference, principally the Moving Picture Painters, Local 644, 
and the Studio Machinists, Local 1185. j 
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T.Jn^d up on one aide In the dispute ia the Co 


it group. 


the Conference of Studio Unions, and on the other, tee anti- 
Communist unions* As originally reported, the dispute mas |o have been used 
by the Cominlst forces in an attempt to take over the memblcahip of the 
opposition* Herbert K* Sorrell, who baa been identified aa a former 
■ember of the Comniniat Party, has been in charge of the affairs of the 
Comnnist bloc and Richard Walsh, International President of the I*A.T.S*E* 
of Bee York City, and Hollywood, represents the opposition* 

Walsh is said to have forced the Laboratory Technicians, Local 683, • 
I.A.T.S.F*, to withdraw from the Conference of Studio Unions* This union 
looal is described as being thoroughly controlled by Communists, but in 
order to save the local's charter it was agreed upon that the local would 
withdraw from the Conference* This action was taken. However, it ia said 
that this has in no way changed any of the Coaninist oontrol of the union* 

As indicated above, one of the purposes of the Conference has ^ 
been to attempt to take over anti-Co ranis t unions in the motion picture V 

studio. * The following six unions are involved! 1* Studio Orips, Humber 80, 
I.A.T.S.E., A* F. of L* 2* Associated Propertymen, Humber 44, I*A.T.S.E*, V 
# A* F* of L* 3. Studio Laborers, Number 727, I.A.T.S.E., A* F.of L* 

4* Studio Electricians, Number 728, I.A.T.S.E., A* F. of L* 5* Studio 
Utility Workers, Number 724, A. F. of L* 6* Studio Plasterers, Number 759, 

A* F. of L. 

r To counteract the attempt of the Conference, a meeting was held on 

. v Mday, October 27, 1944, sponsored by some seven unions of the motion pleturw ~ 
' £ .industry, at which time it was decided to fora a counter-organisation to cost- . 

bat the inroads of the Connunist elements and their attempt, through the 
■ ‘ t . Conference of Studio Unions, to take over the remainder of those unions, not 
yet controlled by Communist influences* 

The president of the new group is Carl Cooper, West Coast representa- 
tive of the I.A.T.S.E.; the secretary Is Joseph P, Touhy, president and business 
representative of the Studio Drivers (Teamsters), Local 399, Hollywood. The 
organisation has not, as yet,' been given a name or title, although several 
meetings have been held since the Initial one* Furthermore, it ia said the ■ 
new group's activity has been delayed to some extent by virtue of the eleotlon 
campaigns* It Is said that the formation of this organisation was the result , 

*■ of a visit of Richard Walsh, International President of the I.A.T.S.E. to 
I Hollywood* Walsh is related to have warned some of the' local unions in the 

I motion picture industry that Herbert K. Sorrell was going to "gobble them 

1. mil up if they didn't get busy*" Sorrell, In combination ^ith the Council 
I: "bf Hollywood Guilds and, 

. iY*. 000 atudio workers* 


'I.'V' . ’ 


ft* 


> 



22,000 of the 
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uunwa up on one sxae xa toe disputa la w« Cowan 
naoaly thw Conference of Studio Unions, and oh tho other, 1 
Cqgaanlst unions. As originally reported, the dispute vu 
80htoi Ccwmmiet forces in an attest to tako over the naat 
opposition. Herbert K. Sorrell, ajtnowa Coagunist, has b * 


cat group, 

10 anti- 

to have been uaad 
irsblp of the 
} in charge of 


the affairs of the Cownunist bloc end Richard laloh, Internat t e a al President ' 
of the I.A.T.S.E. of Nee Toxic City, and Hollywood, represents the opposition, 

Walsh Is said to have, foroed. the Laboratory Technicians, local 683, 


I.A.T.S.E,, . to withdraw fron the Conference of Studio Unions, 


ft ftrt 


local is described as being thoroughly controlled by Canonists, but In ' 
order to save the local's charter it was agreed upon that the local would £ %V\ v . 
- ■ withdraw Aron the Conference, This action was taken. However, It is said 
that this has In no way changed any of the Cownunlit control of the union. 

t 

As indicated above, one of the purposes of the Conference has 
been to attempt to take over antl-ComBunist unions in the action picture 
studio. The following six . uaions are involved} 1. Studio Gripe, Muaber 80, 

V - ' I.A.T.S.E., A. 7. of L. 2. Associated Propertywan, Rober UU, I.A.T.S.E,, “ 

va ‘ A. 7, of L. 3. Studio Uborex*, Munber 727, I.A.T.S.E. , A. 7. of L. 

' I». 8tudin Electricians, Tuber 728, I.A.T.S.E., A. 7. of L. 5. Studio - -.5. *- 

Utility Workers, Nuber 72U/A.’ 7. of L. ' 6. 8tudio Plasterers, Huaber 
A. P. of L. 


To counteract the attempt of the Conference, a faceting was held on 
Friday, October 27, l?Ub, sponsored by a one seven unions of the notion picture 
industry, at which tine it was decided to fora a counter-organisation to coo- 
bat the inroads of tho Cosnunlat eleneute and their attaapt, through the 
Conference of Studio Unions, to take over the remainder of those unions, not - 
yet controlled by Cowamrl st influences. . " <■ 

The prosldaot of the new group Is Carl Cooper, Test Coast representa- 
tive of the I.A.T.S.E.) the secretary is Joseph P. Touhy, president and business 
reprose ntative of tho Studio Drivers (Toaasters), Local 3 99, Hollywood. The 
organisation has not, as yet, been given a name or title, although several 
■eetinga have been held since the initial one. Furtheraorc, it Is sold the 
new group's activity has bo an delayed to some extent by virtue of the election 
campaigns, It is said that tho foraatioa of this organization was the result 
of a visit of Richard Walsh, International Pro aidant of the I.A4T.S.E. to 
Hollywood. Walsh is related to have warned acoe of the local »n-ir>n«. the 
wotion picture industry that Herbert K. Sorroll wao going to "gobble then 
all up if they didn't get busy." Sorrell, in combination with the Council 
of Hollywood Oullda and Unio ns, la said to be now in control of 22,00 0 of the 
30,000 studio workers. 
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Motion Picture Labor Comnittee for Political Action 


During the first part of October, 1944, it was retorted that this 
organisation composed of Hollywood Studio A. F. of L* union \Lopa ls P became 
completely Connnnlst controlled. At the beginning there were several non- 
Communist unions belonging to the Committee, but these unions, seeing the 
• predominance of Conminists and their influence, dropped out of the Committee, 
leaving it in Conauniat hands* This Political Action Committee was affiliated 
with the United A* F* of L* Political Action Committee* It also cooperated 
wholeheartedly with the CIO Political Action Committee and also was affiliated 
with the Hollywood Democratic Coamittee* Its work centered primarily in the 
union* After the elections it is said there was some discussion among its 
functionaries as to whether the Committee should be kept intact* If it is 
kept In a permanent statue undoubtedly it will assume a different type of 
work* 


Screen Cartoonists Guild 


This organization was formed in the early part of 1939 and in the 
spring of 1941* It secured a sub-charter of affiliation with the koving 
Picture Painters 1 Local Humber 644, A* F* of L* It has approximately 1,000 
members and is composed of cartoonists, screen artists and animators engaged 
in the making of animated cartoons in the motion picture industry. Since 
July, 1941, the Guild has followed the Coiaminist program and has been 
affiliated with a. number of Commnist front groups, including the Conference 
of Studio Unions, the Hollywood Writers Mobilization, the Sleepy Lagoon 
Defense Committee, the People's Educational Center, the Hollywood Democratic 
Co malt tee, the Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions, and the 15 th District 
Congressional Committee. Three of the organizers of the subject Guild are 
known Conminists, and the business representatives, William Pomeraice, who 
represents the Guild politically, is described as one of the leading 
Commnist s in the movie industry* Three of the five delegates to the Los 
Angeles Central labor Council of this Guild are Communist fbl 
tion members and formerly members of the Communist Party* 




Screen Writers Guild 


f M 

U 


The Daily Worker for November 22, 1944, carried an article con- 
cerning the election of new officers in the Screen Writers Guild* The 
following people were elected to official capacities! 


Emmet Lavery - President 
James Hilton - 1st Tice Presldi 
Hugo Butler - 2nd Tice Preside 


- 13 - 


ontl 












fcotlob J^lcture Labor Ccrenittee for Folltioal Action 



xC>orted 





During the first part of October, 29Ut, it was imported that this 
xr.tian coqposed of Hollywood Studio A. 7. of L. unioi locals, becsas 
coop lately Coenuniat controlled. At the beginning there wire several non- 
Coonunist unions belonging to the Conaittee, but these unlota7~Seelng the 
predowlninoe of Camaunlsts end their influence, dropped out of the Comlttee, 
leaving it in Coanonist hands. This Political Action Coanitteo ares affiliated 
with the United A. 7. of L. Political Action CoxxLttee. - It also cooperated , . . 
wholeheartedly with the CIO Political Action Conaittee and also was affiliated . 
with the Hollywood Democratic Cowdttee, Its work centered priaarily In the "* ; 
union. .< After the eloctiona it la said there was soon discussion oaong its . i 

functionaries as to whether the Conaittee should be kept intact. If it is 
kept in a permanent status undoubtedly it will as bubs a different typo of 
work. 
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Scre«n Cartoonists Guild 






1 . This organisation was fomod in the early part of 193? and in' the " 
spring of l?lil. It secured a sub-charter of affiliation with the Moving 
Picture Painters 1 Local Huaber 6Ut, A. 7. of L. It has apprcodaatoly 1,000 
n sabers and la conpoaod of oartoonlsts, screen artists and aniastorc engaged 
in the naking of animated cartoons in the notion picture industry. Since 
July, 15 111, the Guild has followed the Corxsunlst pro^ren and has bean 
affiliated with a nunbor of Coramist front groups, including the Conforence 
of Studio Unions, the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, the Sleepy Lagoon 
Defense Coasittee, the People's Educational Center, the Hollywood Democratic 
Conaittee, the Counoil of Hollywood Guilds and unions, and the l£th District 
Congressional Conaittee. Three of the organisers of the subject Guild are 
"known Cowannl sis, and the business representative, ffjiliaa Soowpanee, Who 
represents the Guild politically, is described as one of the leading 
Cosnunlsts in the *av lo industry. Thro a of the five dologatos to the Los 
Angeles Central Labor Council of this Guild are Coaaunist Political Associa- 
tion newborn and foraorlj^embsr^ofthe Coonunist Party. 

Screen Writers Guild 
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The Dolly Worker for Koyeabor 22, 19liU, carried an article con- 
cerning the election of now officers in the Screen Writers Guild. The 
following pooplo were elocted to official capacities: 



Boost Lavory - 
Janes Hilton — 
Hugo Bustler - 

-i3- , 


Presidont 

1st Vice President 





J 





PJLng Lardner* Jr. - 
Howard Ea tab rook 
Mic h ae l Kanin 


Board of Dirac to ra 



% m V - ^ % *, f 

Dalton Truabo 
Marc Connelly 
; ' Elmar Rico . . 

Talbot Jennings 
Shari dan Gibney 
Albert iiackott 
Fr«u*cao Goodrich 
John Howard Lawson 
Oliver H. F. Oarratt 
Gordon Kahn 

.. iUbMI mu w w t a* >a» 

Batty Reinhardt 
Jo Saar ling 

Harold Buctean 
Arthur Kobor 


Aaong the above are nuraorous naans linked previously with the 
. Consunlet aoveaent in varying oapaoltlea. The fo l l o wing Is a brief description 
• af th* Gomections of each of those persons reported to have Coosunlst afliliatlonai 

■ . Snot La very is also Chairmn of the Hollywood Writers 

Bobili ration, a Coaauniet front. 



n< fa rnfm* afjtA mi th fchit Hi-itAra 

iiMVWM *W r*»w* •••« ^ ' — 

~ Mobilisation. 

Howard Satabrook Is presently Secretary of the Holly- 
wood ifritcre Mobilisation. 

Michael Kanin is a reported Cosnaunist ejrapathiior. 

Dolton Truabo is a known Coomnlet. 


Bare Connelly la a cache r of the nollyvood Writers 

Mobilisation and according to a reliable 
info noant has engaged in C naan mist activities 



Talbot is a reported .goaacgiiat -•ycpatMs^. 




[ 


Shar^^n Glbnay ysa a aoabor of the Long u e 
Oritors, a Cooounist front 

Albert llcckatt is a auabar of tluj Hollywood fc'ritcra 
tfobillaatlon. 


o of Aas^Lcan 
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Francos Goodrich la a 


of the Hollywood nritara 


■V 


Jo ha Howard Latreoa io a known Cowuniet. 
Gordon Raid la c known Comunint. 
Richard Collins is a known Comunlrt. 
Harold Buchaan is a known Comunlot. 

- y f i * » 
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The following, according to th© Pally Worker, lo the naw program 
cf activity of tho Ccroon ITritore Ouilds 

"1, Full aa^loyasnt for ocroon writers utilicing to 
tho f all oat extent th© advent of television and 
tho ©xpansion of tho educational and ooaaorclal 
filaj with special attention to tho rapid plac©- 
aa nt of returning writers discharged after service 
with the arood forces or in government bureaus. 

•2. Construction of a Guild Center building, housing 
ooployo groups in tho industry, with oceting 
halls , projection rooaw, auditorium, library, etc. 

(together with other guilds and unions in the 
Council of Hollywood Ouilds and Unions). 

*3* of ®. fornlgn oonioj^mt excUftngo 

for the purpose of supplying trained writers and'' 
fria workers of all categories to notion picture 
producers in other countries j establishment of 
foreign language cla-isoo, 11 

(Daily Worker, 11-22-Ui, p.ll) 


i 
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Conference of Studio Unions 


'« 


During flovenber, 1944, this COMeanlst dominated group under the 

leadership of Herbert K. Sorrell continued to be Involved inlsoveral labor 
\ Jurledictional disputes with the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
4 Aaployeea (I.A.T.3.3.). While these disputes continued to appear purely 
L Jurisdictional, in fact, acoordlng to informants, they were foevuted by 
Cosuiunist element* for the purpose of breaking I.A.T.S.E. Unions. At the 
present tlae,. the principal controversy la between the Screen Cot Directors, 
• an A. F, of L. affiliate of Sorrell* a union; the painters, end local 44 of 
the Associated Propertywen, X.A.T.S.K.' ,A strike has been throatoned ualsas 
William Green, President of the African federation of labor, gives In to 
Sorrell wito has the backing of his International Union, the International 
brotherhood of Painters, Paperhangors and Decorators of Acerlca, A. F. of I. 
Tho Intarratlcnal President of this Union Is 5. P. Lindelof, who supports 
So r roll. Lindelof, according to the Infonumt, has long be on aware that 
Sorrell is a CowiuniBt. 

Another controversy which has arisen during Boveaber, 1944, in- 
■ directly Involving the Conference of ^tudlo Unions, has the following 
backgrounds •* ; * 


The tkitlon Picture Producers Association, which has boon 
in existence for many years. Is cospcsed of representatives 
fro* all the raajor studios in the filn industry. A port of the 
Association is called the "Hays Office of Censorship" which 
approves or disapproves the content of plctune. 

A rift has developed In the Association. Warner Brothers 
has announced its withdrawal to take effect within six aontha - 
that tloa being required because the rules of the Association 
require six sooths notice of withdrawal. The reasons given by 
Warner Brothers for severing relations are that the Studio 
objects to the method of handling labor relations by Fat 
Casey who oones under the influence of the Kaye Office. Also, 
Warner Brother 3 objects to the type of Censorship exercised 
b/ the Hays Cffioe. Tho principle involved in this dispute 
between Warner Brothers and tho Hays Office in tha Blotter of 
censorship Is that Earner Brothers objects to the censorship 
of what it terns "educational" content of tho action picture. 

In t!d.s case what is really aeant is "political" content. 
Another point on which there is disagreement is tha oatter of 
labor relations. The Jieyo Office and the Casey Off loo havo been 







bargaining with two different group* , the I.A.T.S.E. the 

Basle Agreement Crafts, all A, F. of L. Within these 

^MHathere has arisen what is called the Conference of Stn 
a Conaanlst controlled group of key crafts under the 
of Herbert K. Sorrell, a former Cosnnnlst* 

Varner Brothers has announced that it will conduct its 
labor relations department separate from the Hays and Casey 
Offices and will recognise for bargaining purposes the Con- 
ference of Studio Unions. This will give official recognition 
for the first tine to the Communist leadership In the Holly- 
wood Studio Unions. In this regard the Informant has pointed 
out that Warner Brothers appears to hare been consistently 
▼Bering In the direction of Communist Influence for some time. 


lfcwo groups 
qlo Unions, 
leadership 


Screen Actors Guild 


The Decesfcer 21, 1944, issue of the "Worker" carries an article 
on page eleven which enoounoes that Bollysood extra# and bit players voted 
In a National Labor Relations Board election three to one for affiliation '* 
with the Screen Flayers Union (unaf filiated) over the Screen Actors Guild 
(A.F.L. )• The article states that the extras and bit players were formerly 
class "B* non-voting members of the Screen Actors Guild. Totes were cast 
by more than 1,900 of 3,300 eligible actors. The election took place on 
December 17, 1944. 

Previously the "Dally Worker" for September IB, 1944, advised 
that the Screen Players Union had been actively blaming the Screen Actors 
"Guild for not consummating negotiations for better wages and working con- 
ditions. It was reported In this first article that the Screen Flayers 
Union had Invited 2,500 extras to a mass meeting "to ask them If they 
wouldn't like to have their present checks of $5.50, $8.25 and $10.50 
upped to a adninuo of $16.50 with present $16.50 checks raised a couple . 
of bucks more." The September 18, 1944, article in effect criticizes 
the Screen Players Union. However, the December 21, 1944, article appeared 
very Impartial. 


The December 21, 1944, article advised that Immediately after 
the above referred to election Qeorge Uurphy, president of tlje Screen 
Actors Guild, called a meeting of his executive board to consider steps 
to be taken In defense of what the Guild considers its Jurisdiction. 

It was explained in the article that the only voting members of the 0u lid 
have been "A" pi flyers, or those with substantial speaking tarts. 


The "War leer* 1 article said .that it appeared nnllksiy too Screes 
A o tore Ouild would challenge toe election, although Morphy toted that his 
would ■continue to exert exclusive Ju ri sd ic ti on over 11 acting work 
industry, * 


It was related that during the pre-election coates^Tthe 3 croon 
Actors Guild told its *E n noaberu tooy would lose A.F.L, benefits if the 
Screen Flayers Onion won, since the prealdont, T7lI13.au Groan, A. P. of L., 
would not perait anyA. F. 1/ union hut the Scrooh Actors Ouild to taka ... 


Jurisdiction over the extras.' 


the Screen Flayers Onion reportedly countered 


with a clalq that it had been issued a charter by an A, 7, L, International 
union which it did not naao, although "it was believed, according to the 
article. In Hollywood that the international union involved is the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. 


The article in the "tforker* waa ondod by stating that tho Screen 
Flayers Union victory culminated a long period of dissatiafaotion among 
non-voting "B" wesboro of the Soreon Actors Ouild, soot of whoa felt they ^ 

sam 'B-rtlciilrtsiM tortA dARlrnd m ehAftse_ . s • >/ ■ >■ * • l 


later, tho Janmgy 2ij 35]^ iaaue of tho "Dally barker* carried M 
an article on page h to the effect that "B Metoerahip" of too Screen 
Actors Guild wore scheduled to be abolished as of Fobruary 1, 1 an 
a rosult of a special aoeting of the BoArd of Directors of ttte Screen 
Writers Union, at which tiao steps ware considorod following « Hational 
Labor Ueletionu Board certification of the new Screen Players Union, as 
toe colloctlve bargaining agent for all extras. 


This article stated that heretofore, extras conprlsed the "B- 
Vav-Tofting-Moabership" of the Screen Actors Guild, and that henceforth 
there would bo "A" and °A-J* seabsr&hlpa in tiie Screen Actors Guild - *A” 
for actors as such, "A-J 55 for Junior actors and bit playsrs. It was also 
stated tii&t extras who also do bit parts would probably maintain their 
Screen Actors Guild rec-uberchlp for their bit work, end ctonbors hip in tlio 
Screen Players Union for their extra work, 


Conference of Studio unions , 


The January 16, l$>li5 iosuo of the Daily Tlorler carries an article 
on pogo £ wliich is on titled »10 A. P, L. Hollywood Unions Back Caapoign 
for Harry Bridges." This article states that thousands of Hollywood oovio 
studio workers who ora ncr.bc r 3 of 10 A, F, of L. affiliates have voted to 
support Horry Bridges in liia fight against deportation. It was reported 
in the ai’tlclo that acting through tho Conference of Studio Unions, tho 
K ukors wired tho Attorney General and tho Prosidont asklni an lzsaodiato 
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termination of deportation proceedings, as veil as the grantxBag of citizen- 
ship to Bridges. Herbert K. Sorrell, A. P. of L. Painter’s leader and 

* <- JM^^ent of the Conference of Studio Onions, Is said to haxfe signed the 

article lists the Onions represented in the conference as, 

' Screen Cartoonists Guild, Screen Office Employees Guild, Scxfeen Set Designers, 
i Screen Story Analysts Guild, Screen Publicists Guild, Speclal s Officere and 

* Guards Local 193, Film Technicians, Motion Pictar^tecbinista, Moving Picture 
Painters and Service Employees Local 278* 

. Information -was received In January, 1945, concerning the Jurisdictional 
dispute between this group and the International Association of Theatrical and 
• Stage Employees. It is said that Sorrell has threatened to call a strike of the 
set dressers to enforce the conference’s demands for control of this craft* The 
dispute is a part of a general program Instituted by Conrrunist controlled unions 
in Hollywood to invade the jurisdiction of the IATSE which la sai d to be generally 
opposed to Co mmols t infiltration. Confidential Informant |Hpfs tat es that 
the Comnunists are reviving the Browne-Bioff affair by demanding a Senate 
investigation of the release of these two men from prison, claiming they will . : 
again appear in the union affairs in Hollywood. The informant pointed out . . . ■>' 

that this is being done for propaganda purposes. The same source has referred 
to a series of work stoppages In the studios for a period of several months, 
ending In .January, 1945, which be said are ostensibly caused by jurisdictional 
disputes between the set dressers and the set designers. The Informant pointed 
out that in reality this has been a process used by Commnist controlled unions 
to maintain the •militancy" of the for the 

_ sympathy of members of other unions. 



Radio writers Guild 

The January 24, 1945 issue of the Dally Worker carries an article 
announcing that this Guild has been organized on a national basis, and that 
funds for its national budget have been supplied by the Authors League of 
America. The article announced that objects for 1945 for this organization 

are* 


Negotiation of hational 


contracts for radio 


news and continuity writers working for the 
national chains. 

2. . Negotiations for a. national minimum basis 
agreement for all free lance writers. 


The new National Secretary is Dorothy Bryant, described as previous 
'Secretary of the Radio Writers Guild, Eastern Region and before that executive 
_ 4 £cretary of the Chorus Equity Association. It was voted that discharged 
servicemen would be exedpt from the standard $10.00 initiation fee 
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SCREES 1SITERS GUILD 

The Screen Writer* Ouild, as affiliate of the Anthers League of 
A^ica, Inc,, mas organised in 1933* It Is said to he the first union 

the cultural field in the notion picture industry to! coos under the 
d^nination of the Communists and Communist sympathisers* It |ias approximately 
1300 sectors, of which about 100 are reported to be members oKihe Coflanmiet 
Pa^ty. In addition, a great many of lta members are aasociatea of Co mmuni sts 
ar,d are alleged to be sympathetic to Comsunist Ideology and have been active 
in Cosaonist dominated organisations. The Screen Writere Guild has given 
prestige to the Coasunist covenant in Bollywood and has taken the lead in the 
organised cultural union groups in following the Communist Party line* 

John Howard Lawson, Robert Roseen, Lester Cole, Hugo Butler, Waldo 
Salt and Ring Lardner, Jr. reportedly arc anong the leading Communists who 
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Inc its policies. 

Officers of the Screen Writers Guild, Inc. . 

i 

The June, 1945 issue of "The Screen Writer," a magazine published 
by the Screen Writers Ouild* listed the foliosing individuals as officer* of 
this organisation x 


President — 


Lavenr; 


According to lnfomation in the file- of the Los Angeles 
Office, Lav cry is a native born citisen whose hone Is Poughkeepsie, 
Jtar York. Be la a graduate of the Fordhaa Law School and is a 


lamer instructor oi toe Catholic wuw«n/| 


_r _ *.t i — _a n r 

Wd 9 UlM»WUU| A/s ve 


Hs la comparatively new in the motion picture Industry and for the 
past three years has continually associated with Communists and 
has beon used by them as a front for various organisations* He 
was formerly connected with the Federal Theater Project in Rev York 
City. Ho claims to be an ardent foe of rod-baiting and stated that 
despite the fact he is not a Communist he has suffered considerably, 
particularly on the Federal Theater Project, froa red-baiting. Al- 
though no documentary evidence is contained In the file which would 
indicate Lavery is a meaner of the Communist Party, he ha* been 
chairman of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization and was also. a member 
of the Executive Board of the Hollywood Democratic Coasaittee, both 
of which are said to be Communist dominated organisations. 
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First wice rresiaent - mng wirunw, *>r. » 

Lardner was formerly a member of Branch A— 1,, Worthiest 
Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party. Iaj July of 1945# 
-he was reliably reported to be a member of the Beverly Westwood 
Cultural Group of the Communist Political Association^ 


Second Vice President — Frances Goodrich! 

. . 

She has been active in the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, 
said to be a Cocsmniet dominated organisation* 


Third Vice President — Gordon Kahnt 


I 


He was forcerly a see ber of Branch 1-1, Northwest Section 
of the Los Angeles County Canaan! at Party* In July of 19L5 bo was 
reliably reported to be a member of the Communist Political Associa- 
tion. He is the Kanaging Editor of ?The Screen Wrltej^^jj^^in^^ 

« hed by the Screen Writers Guild. According 

a paid inf o na an t of the Los Angeles Offloe, KallW^^e?W^3i 
llywood Writers Hobilisation and the Hollywood Denocratic Coo- 
el t tee f both of which organisations are said to be Craarnnist dcci no- 
ted. 


Secretary — Howard Eatabrooki 

Although there is no docuasntaiy evidence of Estab rook’s 
membership In the Co—nmlst Party, he has been active In numerous 
Canonist front organisations and was a sponsor of the American 
Tooth tor D emocrac y* • * 


Treasurer - Ulchael Kanin r 


There is no documentary evidence in the Los Angeles Office 
which would prove that Kanin is a etcher of the Coocunist Party* 
However, he has reportedly been active in a umber of Cossasnist 
front organisations and is known to have contributed $10*00 to the 
"People’s World", reported Best Coast Cossmnlst news organ, during 
the fund drive of that publication in 1911* 

' Executive Committee 


The following individuals, who were listed in the June, 1&5 issue 
of "The Screen Writer* as nesbera of the Executive Coemittee of the Screen 
Writers Guild, have boon reported to be either Concunists or Ccecoxnlst 
sympathizers! Richard Collins; Oliver H* P. Garrett; Sheridan Gihney; John 
Howard laws cs:; Dalton Tr u a b o; Albert Hackett; Joe Sworllng; Harold Buchsanj 
Frank Fartoa* 

j. Activities 

] A review of the second report of the Dh-Ancricon Activities Coned, t— 

tee in California, which is the report of the Joint Fact Finding Coemittee 
to the 56th California Legislature, published in Sacramental California, in 
' revealed the names of the individuals who signed the call to the various 

Ameriesn writers congresses of the League of American Writes* Both the 
American Writers Congress and the League of Ameriesn Writer^, are said to have 
been Conemist dominated* The First Aeerlcan Writers Congress was held in 
Sew York City in 1935 and the Fourth and last Amexlcsu Writers Congress was 
held in Hem Tonic City, In I9ll* At the 1911 Congress John Howard Lawson and 
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flail far* r! j 


Albert Kaltz, both ra embers of the Screen Writer* Guild, were elected Hat! onal 
Vico President* of the League of American Writers* It 1* pertinent to knar 
that the league of Aaerican Writers organisation was discontinued In the latter 
part of l?IO« During the time It was In operation, however, fit was reported to 
i have been cooplotely Ccnamniat doninated. It la also of Interest to note that 
t wfll Bfegr the aofcers of the Screen Writers Guild were Instructor* In the 

League of American Writer* school In Hollywood, California* 1 

Tilde r questioning before the California Legislature Joint Fact Find- 
ing Com It tee. Join Howard Larson and l'arc Connelly, both of whoa are members 
of the Screen Writer* Gul Id , jadni tted that they, together with Robert Rossen, 
also a menber of the Sereen writers Guild, were the real organizers of the 
, C omun i ate In the notion picture industry and stated that they had carried the 
brunt of the early arganiutlonal work* ■ * - • 

i When A le xa n der Trachtenberg. Rational Educational Director of the 

ICcnnmmist Party, rial ted Los Angeles in February, 19h3 , he held conferences 
(with various Coraminist writers who were members of the Screen Writers Guild, 
among whan wore John Howard Lawson, Robert Rossen, Albert Malta and Waldo Salt* 


Publications 


The Screen Writers Guild ha* published the Screen inters Guild 
Rill e tin sine* at least 1?1*2* This publication Is a tabloid sized paper con- 
si sting of four to eight pages* It ha* reported the activities of the Guild, 
the ccnaittee, the election of officers and the screen correspondence of coo- 
bars of the Guild. It also reports much of the activities of the Hollywood 
Writers Debilitation, particularly Insofar a* it concerns the activities of 
the 3creen Writers Guild* It Is pertinent to note the Screen Writers Guild 
reportedly was very influential in helping to organize the Hollywood Writer# 
Mobilization, 

In June of the Guild began the publication of the magazine 
entitled "The Screen Writer" • This magazine is about the Size of the "Readers 
Digest" and la to be published monthly. 

There is set out below the naoes of the individuals who are said 
to comprise the officers and Editorial Committee of "The- Screen £ritor n t 


Editor 

Managing Editor 
Editorial Co salt tee 


Dalton Truabo 
Gordon Kahn 
Ring Lardner, Jr. 
Robert Andrews 
Theodore Strauss 
Earl Felton 
Lamar Trotti 
Arnold Ranoff 
FTaak Partoe 
Michael Hogan 


Of these, according to the confidential records of Elizabeth Benson, 


4m. 
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secretary of organisation and membership director of the Northwest Section of 
LM Los Angeles County Communist Party, Dalton Truxbo, Gordon Kahn, Ring Lardner, 
Jr. and Arnold ttanoff were members of the Coaaanist Political ~Usoclaticn as 
of July, 1945* Of tho others, Lamar trottl received a cultural award from 
the p ublication "Hew tosses" for his work in the notion plctire "Wilson." • - 
TWBore Strauss has been discussed in "The Screen Writer" a| a former file 
reviewer for the "New Tork Tines" before be began to write f$r the screen* 
Recently he was observed by Bureau Agents at nestings in the bone of Richard 
Co llid e, a screen writer and known Cotaaunist. Prank Par to a, a foraor secretary 
of the Screen Writers Guild, has also been an associate of many Coaounists 
in the past* No lanedlate lnforaation was available concerning the Communist 
tendencies of Earl Felton and Michael Bogan. 

Known Coaunnists in the Screen Writers Ouild . 

Documentary evidence In, the possession of the Los Angeles Office 
reflects that approximately 100 members of the Screen Writers Guild were 
oenbers of the Communist Political Association in July of 1945* Tho docu- 
mentary evidence mentioned is comprised of reproductions obtained Cron the 
confidential records of Elisabeth Benson, secretary of organisation and 
amber ship director of the Wortbrsst Section of ths Los Angeles County ' ■ ~ 
Consunist Party* The nowhere of the Screen Writers Guild, who sere listed 
as members of the Count st Political Aasociation as of July, 1945, are as - 
follows t 



OEORGE SKLAR 

ROBERT LEES 

ALLAK E0RET2 

HALOID BUCHMAN 

OUT ENDORK 

MARGARET ENGLANLL't 

MAURICE RAPP 

tnju SOLOMOB 

NICHOLAS VELA 

RING LAEDXEH, JR. 

SAM OSNITZ 

LOUIS SOLOMON 

EDWARD ELISCU 

JAT GORJJEI 

HEKBT MYERS 

■ PAUL JARRICO 

DALTON Tsmeo 

LILLIAN BIR5PIST 

HFSBntT CLIDE LEWIS 

STARLET PALET 

HERMAN BOXER 

ISC'Ba LENNATvT 

AI3ERT HALTS 

IHUIN BRAUN 

ADRIAN SCOTT 

BEN BARZMAN 

GORDON KAHN 

VAL BURTON 

HOWARD DIHSDALE 

LEOPOLD ATLAS 

BESS TAITEL 

OSCAR CAUL 

JANET STEVENSON 

PHILIP STE7SKSCH 

NORMA BAEZ MAN 

LEONARDO SEP. CO VIC I 

HTMAN S* KRAFT 

PEGGY PHILIPS 

LESTER COLE 

RICHARD WEIL 

PRENTISS SINCBELL 

PAMELA SfILOOX 

WALDO SALT 

EOBEST LORUCG .RICHAJ 

CBAHLES MUBOLLAND 

ELLIOT GRSWAiD 

HERMAN WIENER V 

r MILTON SMITH i 

JOSEF MISCHEL e 

‘ MELVIN LEVY 1 

ANNE (BEEN 

BSN BENGAL f 

ARNOLD IUNOF? 

HDGO BUTLER 

'MICHAEL UBIS 

HERBERT BIBERUAS 

PAUL TRI7ER5 

FRANK TARLOFF 
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BRIAN MARLOW 




JON HOWARD LAWSOW 
RICHARD COLLINS 
1L7JLH BESSIB 
JKBUr GOLLARD 
CHARLES LEONARD . . 
V. L. RIVER 
ROBERT SELTZER 
KD3AHD CHODOBOV 
SIDNEY BUOHMA1 
HETRT BLANKFORT 
RUTH KoIENNEI . 
RAT SPESCER 
H ADELINE EOROUQH 
JOHN SEXUEZ ■ 



ANNE FROELICH 
MAURICE CLARK. 
GEORGE B Effc . 
MAC B3IOF ’ 
LILLI TO J MS S 
DAN JAKES 
CYRIL «I?1 aS 
FRANK DAVIS' ' 


TOSS SLESSIHOER (Deceased) 
RICHARD B HAS STEM 
MORTON GRANT 


VIOLA BROTHERS SHORE 
"ROBERT BOSSES 


The members of the Screen Writers Guild listed below who ere known 
to have been members of the Coaounlct Party, have been on special leave from 
the Party since 1942: 

EVERETT VEIL, aka Everett Vile y 

ASA B0RLA3ES . 

JXSOKE CHODOBOV f ' 

CARL fORSMAN 
ROBERT NELTZER 
MORTIMER (OTHER 
GORDON RIGBY 
STANLEY RUBIN 
SOL SKQR 
ARTHUR STRAW 

lou AMsroa 

IRVISG KHITE 
• SOL BAR2KAS . 

John Bright, a sambo r of the Screen Writers Guild and known to have 
been a member of the Communist Party, transferred to the New York Branch of 
the Communist Party In 1942. 


Screen Writers Guild Members Connected with CffI OVERSEAS FIIM PROGRAM 


As of July, 1945, over fifty writers all members of the Screen Writers 
Guild, have been working on scripts for pictures produced in connection with 
the QSI Overseas Film Program. The Kilters Mobilisation has named an editorial 
board which directs the activity of the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation in con- 
nection with the OH Overseas Film Program. Among the editorial board members 
are the following members of the Screen Writers Guild: 


JOHN HOBARD LAWSON 
MARC C038BLLT 
SIDNEY BUCHVAN 
CHARLES BRACKETT 
JOHN HOUSEMAN 
ROBERT BOSSES 
HOWARD ESTA BROOK 
HOWARD KOCH 
HARRY TUG END 

. TALBOT JEN NINOS - 24 - 
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ill of the above-mentioned writers have been described as either 
Communist Party members, associates of known Communist* or members of organixa- 
tlona Allegedly controlled by known Communist*. . I 


In Addition to their activities in the Hollywood Writers Mobilization, 
Cv. I Overseas Piln Program member* of the Screen frit or* Guil| have also been 
active In the Hollywood Deco era tic Comaittoe, a political organisation which 
bae no official connection with the Democratic Party of California. John 
Howard Lawson, a Cooooniat Party aeaber, was one of tho orgaaixors of tho 
Hollywood Democratic Coanlttee And Information has beon obtained frost & tech- 
nical surveillance wain talced on Lawson that George Pepper, the Executive 
Secretary of the Hollywood Democratic Coanlttee, confers with Lawson in order 
to obtain Instruction as to tho policies and activities of the Ccenittoe. 

On June l, 1945, this organization changed its name to the Hollywood Independent 
Citizens Coanlttee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. Among the members 
of the Tcreen Britcrs Guild elected to tbs Executive Council of the latter 
nwntion^d organisation arc the following i 


SXDIET BOCHUAH 
MARC CO SHELL! 

• ; ■ HABKZ KURtTTZ 

JOHN BOWAED LASSOS 
JACK 10SS 
WILLIAM POHERANCE 
* JO STERLING 

ORSON VELLE3 
MORRIS COHN 
ROffARD KOCH 
EVICT LASTRT 
MART C. McCALL 
HAT PrBRIS 
MARION SPITZER 
DALTON TSUM50 

All of the abovo-naaod members of the Screen Writers Guild have 
wither been aco here of the Cosnunlst Political Association or have boon con- 
nected with organizations reportedly doalnated by tho Communist Party in the 
past. 


SCREEN CARTOONISTS GUILD 



Los Angeles, California, 

an Infornant of the Lou ingoles Office, advised that Maurice Howard has con- 
tinued as business representative for tho Screen Cartoonists Guild* The 
motion picture trade magazine "Variety* in its Issue of June 22, 1945, carried 
a news item to the effect that the following Individuals had been elected to 
-the offloea in the Screen Cartoonists Ckilldt 


President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 

Recording Secretary 
Executive Secretary 


i 


Vardan 
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Ice Gamer 
Say Patln 
Cornett lood '7 
Charlotte Adams 
Cedi Beard 
Roger Daley 


a 


QT the above, it should be noted that Charlotte Adams and Cecil Beard 
were known to the Los Angeles Office as members of the Los Angeles County Com- 
munist Political Association as of August 14* 1945* The trustees of this 
organisation were said to be Bolus Jones* Paul Julian and Jadf Bailey. Jack 
Bailey was known to the Los Angeles Office as a member of thejCosKunist Political 
<Aaflyg£lcn as of Angus t 14* 1945* 

Information bas also been received to the effect tha£ Earl fie in was 
l named editor of "The Animator," which is the official magazine of the Screen 
V Cartoonists Qulld. A copy of the July, 1945 issue of "The Animator* was ob- 
tained and is being retained in the Los Angeles files. This issue of "The 
Animator* contained articles which stressed the these that screen cartoonists 
. work for "peanuts* and described the motion picture producers as being un- 
scrupulous, profit-mad individuals. This issue also carried favorable comments 
concerning the Council of Bollywood Guilds and Unions, a Communist controlled 
organisation. 

Th« Conference of Studio Unions 


This block of studio unions played the major role in the motion 
picture strik^takenup separately elsewhere in this section. Confidential 
Xnforman^mP[HHHBid < vised that the strike by the Conference of Studio 
Unions was no t s^K^timate labor dispute but rather a strike by a group of 
Communist dominated locals using the question of Jurisdiction over a small 
group of set dressers as an excuse. The dispute was between the Conference 
of Studio Unions and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees - 
AFL. The Informant advised ‘that the present dispute was the third attempt in 
eight years by the Communist element to capture or disrupt the IATSE, which has 
always opposed Communist infiltration of its ranks. The Concurs! at issue was 
raised in the strike and the dispute largely revolved about that question 
rather than around the usual issues of wages, hours or working conditions. 


belonging to the Conference of Studio Unions, newspapers reaching the general 
public smothered this angle of the controversy. The informnt attributed 
this fact to the desire of the moving picture industry to keep the public from 
knowing that there was any basis for the threatened investigation by the 
■•“ankin Committee* of the Conanjmist influence ln Hollywood. Publications of 
the IATSE, however, stressed this feature of the labor dispute but distribution 
of such publications reached relatively few people. 


Confidential Inforaan 
generally believed to be tbe re 




tated that although the strike was 
Communist activity throughout groups 


The informant stated that Herbert K. Sorrell, head of the Conference 
of Studio Unions and leader of the strike, who the informant described as a 
known Communist, called for and received the support of the Communist Party 
locally and to some extent throughout the United States. Sorrell reportedly 
had contact with the Rational Connittee of the Cosssunlst Party in Hew York 
through Louis Te instock, Rational Committeeman, and was promised support by 
the. arrangement for picket lines in front of theaters. ' | ' 


STRIKE IN MOTION PICTURE INLCSTKT 
MARCH 12 TO OCTOBER 29, 1945 


Background 

The motion picture Industry strike, which started on March 12, 1945, 
was precipitated as the result of a jurisdictional dispute as to whether 77 
set designers were to be represented by Local Union 1421, Screen Set Designers, 
an affiliate of the Conference of Studio Cnlons, or Local Union 44, an affiliate - 
of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees - AFL* The strike 
was settled on October 29, 1945* Herbert E. Sorrell, a former Communist, la 
president of the Conference of Studio Unions and was recognised as the leader 
of the strike. Richard A. Walsh is president of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees - AFL, the union which opposed Sorrell's Conference 
of Studio Unions In this labor dispute* 

This strike was not called In an attempt to gain an increase in 
wages or better working conditions for the union members but was purely political 
in character. It was, in fact, an attempt on the part of the Conference of ; 
Studio Unions to break the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
Group of APL Unions, which has always opposed Communist Infiltration and domina- 
tion. * 

Lack of Coanunlst Activity In Strike Prior to July 28, 1945 

No Communist activity favoring this strike was noted fron Its in- 
ception on March 12, 1945 to- July 28, 1945. During this period, the Coanunlst 
Party line was one of collaboration, which was adopted at the time Russia was 
Invaded by Germany in Jbne of 1941. In view of this fact, the Comnsmist Party 
did not support this strike since the Party line clearly advocated no strikes 
which would Interfere with the prosecution of the war Inasmuch as Russia was 
In need of all possible aid from the United States. 

On July 28, 1945, the Coanunlst Political Association reverted to ' 
the tenets of the Communist Party of the United States and at that time, 

William Z. Poster, the new National Chairman of the Cosmonlst Party, announced 
the Party would retain to the tfarxist-Lenlnist line of revolutionary action. 

Since this strike lasted from March 12 to October 29, 1945, * period which 
bridged the change In furthering thle strike after July 26, 1945, is plainly 
apja rent* r 

Communist Participation in the Strike after July 28. 1945 , 

• I 

Immediately after the change In the Party line, tpe Communist press 
began to support the strike and the Columnist front organisations came out 
openly In support of the strikers. The Communist Party and! its various branches- 
in the localities affected by the strike began to issue leaflets calling on all 
the workers to man the picket lines. It was plainly visible §t~that time that 
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violent stage. 


inist Party and its 


rere whipping the situation toward the 


thousands < 
industry. 


On October 5, 1945, mass picketing began and thousands of persons, 
ninety per cent of whoa had no connection with the flla industry, appeared on 
the picket lines at Tarner Brothers Studios In Burbank, California. The 
strikers concentrated on this particular studio although the sane tactics were 
used on others, particularly Paramount, Columbia and BED. 

As a result of what amounted to nob action, during the first week 
of October, 1945, several hundred persons who had gathered at the Tamer Brothers 
Studio gates were injured. The violence reached such a pitch that the com- 
munity around Warner Brothers Studios was closed to both traffic and the public. 
During the period from October 5 to October 28, 1945, violence and mob action 
was rampant and the local law enforcement authorities seemed to be helpless 
or loath to carry out their duty of restoring order by enforcing an injunc- 
tion which had been issued by the Los Angeles State Superior Court against 
nob action on the picket lines. At one time, Bass arrests were made but this 
seemed only to increase tbs violence. .-<• 


The violence which occurred in connection with this strike was so 
flagrant and law enforcement so inefficient that an Interim Comittee on Lam 
Enforcement of the State Assembly of California began an investigation of the 
law enforcement authorities for failure to enforce the law. Judging from the 
attitude and statements made by members of this Interim Committee, they appeared 
to be amazed at the influence of the Cosmunists on the public officials of 
Los Angeles City and County and the State of California, who now appear to 
have been very susceptible to the political pressure the Ccomrunlst apparatus 
exerted at that time. 


This strike was settled on October 29, 1945, mhen an agreeoent mas 
reached between Ekic Johnston, film czar, and high AFL Union officials in a 


it Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Immediately after this settlement, it was 


reported the strike had been called off under a makeshift settlement and that 
the Conzunista were preparing to reopen the fight in the near future. However, 
as of January 4, 1946, there was no indication that an immediate resumption 
of this strike would take place in the motion picture industry. 

The leading Communist front organizations which took an active part 
in this strike are as follows: 


Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions 
International Workers Order 
Ratio cal Lawyers Guild - i' 

Southland Jewish Comittee | 

Beverly-Teatwood Democratic Committee >. • • 
Hollywood Women's Council « 

Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions - . , 
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Lot Angel* 8 County Central Committee of the Democratic 
Party - . .I 1 

Screen Iritere Ouild f 

CIO Industrial Union Council of Los Angeles 

Since this strike «u of extras Importance to the ■Communist program 
far greater Infiltration and domination of the motion picture labor unions 
and the resultant influence on the motion picture industry as a whole, the 
Ccnmunist Fferty in Los Angeles exerted, all of its influeao^^^U g f i g h t t o 
min this strike. 




EEVELOREHTS AS RESULT 0? STRIKE 
(January 1, 1946 through March 31, 1946) 

a confidential informant of tha Los Angeles 
Office, advised that when this strike oaae to a formal end through the 
efforts of Eric Johnston, both the Conference of Studio Unions (CSU) , which 
is dominated by the Goamanist Party end whose spokesman is Herbert K. Sorrell, 
and tha international Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees (IATSE), which 
is represented in Hollywood by Boy M. Brewer, agreed to abide by the findings 
of a board of arbitration which had been appointed by the Executive Council 
of the American federation of Labor* This arbitration board consisted of 
three men who had no interest in tha motion picture Industry and who were 
responsible heads of the Af of L Labor Union Internationals. These men made 
a report of their findings about January 6, 1946, and when their decision 
was announced, tha IATSE acoepted the board's decision but the CSU unions 
refused to do so.- The CSU members staged sltdown strikes and in many other 
ways inter f erred with the production of pictures as a result of the board's 
decision whioh was considered unfavorable to the CSU unions. 


During the latter part of February, 1946, Herbert K. Sorrell, 
head of the CSU, advised the producers that he would call another strike 
unless all of his demands were met. It should be noted that the CSU has 
since the termination of the strike on March 12, 1945, demanded wage raises 
and an adjustment of hours in addition to the Issues previously involved 
whioh was an attempt on the part of the CSU to break the IATSE which has 
always opp^^dC ommunis t infiltration and domination. (According to confidential 
inf orman the real purpose of the CSU la two-foldi first/ the union 
desires to Keep the general labor situation agitated in line with the present 
Communist Party program of creating confusion in the United States and second, 
to maintain intact the leadership of Herbert I. Sorrell. ^ 


as a member o 



further informed that Sorrell has been exposed by the IATSE 
theC ommunis t Party and added that Sorrell's {record, of 
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Communist activity over a period of eight years has been mad£ public along 
^^to^ths general alas of the Communist Party in the Hollywo^i notion picture 

In January of 1946, Sorrell was convicted In the Superior Court of 
Los Angeles County of inciting to riot and defying an injunction against mass 
picketing and was sentenced to serve sixteen days in Jail, He was to begin 
serving his sentence on January 19, 1946, but aa of February 15, 1946, there 
had been no attempt on the part of local authorities to snforce the sentence* 
In addition to the Jail sentence, Sorrell was fined 11,700. It is not known 
whether this^ fine has been paid. It was stated that one of the reasons 
Sorroll lied not been ordered to serve the sentence imposed upon him was the 
faot that the Coramlsts, masked as "progressives* and *liberals,* have a 
tremendous influence on the courts and If enforcement agencies in Southern 
California, _ The most recent information received with regard to this 
situation was to the effect that after some delay, Sorrell had actually- 
served the sixteen-day Jail sentence* 
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The Central jLabor Council of Los Angelss, an AF of L body, is . 
presently preparing t^ expel Sorrell as a delegate to that Cornell because -* 
of his gyportad Communist Party membership and his secret maneuverlngs with the 
CIO. It is thought that Sorrell would like to see the CIO take Jurisdiction ' 
over all of the Hollywood studio unions* A complete report which contains photo- 
static proof of Sorrell's connections with the Communist Movement has been 
filed with the Los Angeles Central Labor Council* All of this proof is 
reportedly substantiated by testimony of recognized handwriting experts* 

Despite this allegation of Coamnist affiliation on the part of Sorreel, the 
producers of notion pictures, according to have an nounced that they 
will deal with Sorrell as the representative of the CSU. added that- — ... 

this action of the producers is difficult to understand u3ess it is due to 
the influence of certain individuals in the top executive branches who are 
known to be sympathetic to the Communist cause or at least to be affiliated 
with Co inmnls t front organizations. The leader of this faction is Walter 
linger, one of the major producers in the moving picture industry and an 
inveterate "Cocainist-fronter. * The following individuals within the Communis t- 
inflneneed labor unions in Hollywood are most active as leaders in support 
of Sorrell and the Comnunist aim of controlling all studio labor according 
to Volf i 

John Howard Lawson, Screen Writers Guild * 

Em m e tt Laveiy, Screen Writers Guild 

John Cromwell, Screen Directors Guild , 

- Frank Tuttle, Screen Directors Guild * 

Norval Crutcher, Local 683, Laboratory Technicians, IATSE ** 

Hassell L. Uc Knight, Local 683, Laboratory Technicians, IATSE 
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John Martin, local 683, laboratory Technic Lana, IAT{ 

Jacob Starr, Studio Machinists, Local 1185 
Charles Barker, Studio Machinists, Local 1185 
Roy Tindall, International Brotherhood of Electric 
Work ere, (IBEW) Local 40 

H elpe r Bergman, International Brotherhood of Kleetrl 
Workers, ( IBEW ) Local 40 * 

William Fomerance, Business Manager, Screen Writers Guild 
‘ . Maurice Howard, Business Representative Screen Cartoonists 

' j" , Ed Mussa, Set Decorators, Local 1421 
V" V Frank Drdlik, Bet Decorators, Local 1421 •* ' 

^ Carl Head, Studio feinters , Local 644 
Ted Ellsworth, Studio Coe turners, Looal 905, IATSE 
Glenn Pratt, Screen Office Employees Guild 
Lillian Bursltz, Screen Office Employees Guild 
Dare Hilberman, Screen Of floe Employees Guild • 
yiy» Jeffers, Screen flayers Onion, Independent Union of Extras 
Janes Skelton, Studio Carpenters, Looal 946 
Oeorge Bradley, Building serrics Employees, Local 99 * 

jack Williams, felloe Officers and Guards, Local 278 * 

The above-named individuals are the leaders of the Caonuniat 
faction within the Hollywood studio crafts and unions. They are the spokes- 
man along with Sorrell for the program of the Communist fhrty. The individuals 
after whose names an asterisk appears have heretofore been reported as 
known Communist Party members by sources considered to be reliable by the 
Loe Angeles Office. 


Scre en Writers Guild, Inc. 
(jfcriod January 1, 1946, 
through March 31, 1946) 



According to the January, 1946 Issue of "The Screen Writer, 0 which 
la the official publication of the Screen Writers Guild, there are at present 
1,317 members of the SWO, 972 of whan are classified as active members and 
345 who are described as associate members. An associate member is a writer 
who baa been elevated to a directorship or a producership position In the 
motion picture industry. However, of the 972 active members of the 310, only 
366 are presently employed in the eight major studios in the motion picture 
industry. According to this issue of “The Screen Writer," Hetro-Goldwyn- 

( Mayer employees 116 screen writers, BKO Studios 27, 20th Century-Fax studios 
44, Columbia 36 , feramount 50, Republic 20, Universal 32 and Warner Brothers 

41 . 





In November of 1945* the SKI held Its annul election at which time 
the following writers were elected to exeoutlTe positional { 

1 


eldest • ' 
rat Vice President 
Second Vice President 
Third Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Executive Board i 
Philip Dunne 
Mary McCall 
Sheridan Gibney 
Richard Colling 
Robert Roseau 

Alternates to Executive Board t 
Prank ffcrtos 
Allan Scott 
Hugh Herbert 


Emmet Lavery 
Lester Cole f 
Howard Estabrodc L 
Oliver Oarret 
Maurice Rapf 
Harold Bucbman 

Gordon Kahn 
Marguerite Roberts 
Howard Koch 
Adels Buffington 


John Wexley 
Bud Schulberg 
Henry Meyers 


All of the shore named individuals with ths exception of Adels Buffing- 
ton, Philip Dunne and Hugh Herbert are alleged CcassnaLate or have been identified 
as having participated in numerous Communist front activities. The Execute** 
Secretary and Business Agent of the SVQ, William fteneranc s, was recently re- 
appointed* Bomerance, according to is a Communist. 



a member of the SVG who has requested that his 'name 
be kept In slH.8CEK confidence, advised that for some time there has been a 
discussion within the Guild regarding the peasing of a resolution or an 
amendment to their constitution whichwoul^allow the Guild to make 
poUtioal assessments* According t4fl|HHkthe reason for this was to 
avoid a recurrence of the difficulty irtti^^uch the American Pc deration of 
Radio Artists was confronted when Cecil B* De Mills refused to pay one dollar 
which bad been accessed to him for political purposes* 


According to articles which appeared in the local Los Angeles news- 
papers on July 17, 1945, the question of political assessments was brought 
up at a meeting of the SV1G but was defeated* When this information later 
appeared in the “Hollywood Reporter," Runet Lavery, President of the SVG, " 
wrote a mimeographed letter to e&oh member of the Guild in which he advised 
that the "Bollywood Reporter" had libeled him and denied that there had ever 
been any attempt to force a political assessment upon the Guild’s members. 

! However, Lavery did state that at a regular meeting of the SVG on July 17, 
1945, the membership took a strong stand by forming a oommittee to Join with 
other guilds and unions in a strong affirmation of "community: unity in the 
^ face of Gerald L. K. Smith's destructive and disruptive tactics." Tte 
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whatever steps seemed appropriate to them in defe n di n g both fthe Guild and 
a^^nptlon picture industry against the "continued attacks qy Congressman 
qfflin and State Senator Jack B. Tenney, Chairman of the California State 
Un-American Activities ComniUee." It was made quite clear at this meeting that 
the SWO planned to take a definite stand against "vicious red-baiters* p 
According to information obtained from a technical surveillance which is 
maintained on John Howard Lawson, Lester Cole, a Co mmunis t, will be a member 
of the aforementioned committee* Lester Cole was also appointed as head 
of a commit tea set up by the 5TO to prepare a re-employment plan for writers 
who are returning from the armed services* 

On February 13, 1946, the "Daily News" carried a news story which 
quoted Lester Cole as saying that the producers have not been cooperative 
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re-employment of veterans. 


a confidential Informant of the Los Angeles 
Office, stated tha^n^Htction is an attempt on the part of the Comranist 
element within the STO to force producers to re-employ Communists who are 
now returning from the armed forces* 


On torch 12, 1945, Herbert K. Sorrell called a strike in the 
eg t ion picfeirG industry b^ewso of & jurisdictionsi disputa bstwasn his 
Conference of Studio Unions and the International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees Union* Sorrell called this strike without having consulted 
with Communist leaders and within a few days after It began, the Communists 
Issued an official statement in which they informed that they would not 
take part in the strike inasmuch as it was adverse to their no-strike pledge* 
It is interesting to note that the STO also Issued a statement to the 
effect that there was no justification for the strike. However, following ; 
the publication of the Jacques Duclos* article and the subsequent revision 
of Communist Party policy on JUly 27, 1945* the Conmunists in Hollywood 
issued another official statement of policy In which they advised they would . 
on August 9, 1945, the STO issued a request which amounted to a dema n d that 
the producers negotiate with the CSU in a demand to the Ear Labor Relations 
Board that the strike be end&d at once* William Pomerance, Executive 
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of the ration Picture Producers Association, in which he stated that the' 
producers' position had created serious obstacles to the peaceful settle- 
ment of the dispute and called upon them to settle and thus removed the 
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suspicion that the producers were endeavoring to exploit the situation to their 
advantage* f 

' { In the August 21, 1945 Issue of "Variety* the Teamsters Union 

strongly erltleixed the STO for haring entered into a dlspald 'ln -which It 
was in no say concerned. The Teamsters Union called on the SWQ to answer 
the question of why it had abandoned its neutral position. * The teamsters 
' added that the blunt fact was that the Hollywood studio strike was not a 
strike over wages or hours but a Juris idctional dispute in wh ich both t he 
CJommm^^^and the SWQ had reversed their original positions. 

that this action on the part of the SVQ clearTy 
representative Commnis t domination and infiltration of that organization. 

During this period the SWQ hah continued to publish "The Screen 
Writer," aany articles of which are contributed by member s of the Comannist 
Party. In the October, 1945 issue of this publication, there, are five lead 
articles, four of which were written by members of the Consnunist Party, and 
the fifth was authorized by a Chinese cameraman, James Wong Howe, rtio lives 
with e Caucasian* Cosamnist, So no re Babb. The editor, the managing editor and . 
Ring Lardner, Jr., who is on the editorial committee, are members of the * 
Comannist Party and "The Screen Writer" Itself is designed by John Hubley, 
a C omnia t, according to information obtained from the records of Elizabeth 
Benson, Section Organiser and Membership Director of the Northwest Section 
of the Los Angeles Communist Party. 


Conference of Studio Unions 
(Period January 1, 1946, 
through Uarch 31, 1946) 


i 

i 


' The strike in the notion picture studios which was called by the 
Conference of Studio Unions on Yarch 12, 1945, and which ended on October 29, 
1945, haa been settled temporarily by a three-man arbitration committee 
during the period January i through Uarch 31, 1946. This arbitration committee 
was appointed by the Executive Council of the AF of L. The striking employees 
returned to their Jobs but the same basic differences between the Conference 
of Studio Unions and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
are still in existej^^^esoi^^he decision made by the arbitration committee* 
According to a confidential informant of the Los Angeles 

Office, it ie only a matte ^o^time until the fight between the Conference of 
Studio Unions and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
will flare up again* 


Herbert K. Sorrell, leader of the Conference of Studio Unions and 
r Communist, wa.s a member of the Comamist Party in 1937 under the name 
In 1937 he carried Co munis t Party Jfeabership Book Wo. 60622* 
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APRIL 1, TO JULI 1, 1946 j 
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studio unions 'was comparatively quiet, most probably due to the fact that 
Herbert 5, Sorrell was on trial before the Los Angeles Central Council on 
the charge of being a Cozanunist* However, on May 29, 1946, the IP of L Cen- 
tral Labor Council directed Its affiliated members not to h a n dle material 


worked on by the members of the no naff ilia ted International Association of 
Machinists, The International Association of Machinists withdrew from the 
Af of L some ten months ago, as you will recall, as a result of a jurisdictional 
dispute with the AF of L Carpenters, 


The Conference of Studio Unions, lead by Herbert K,, Sorrell and 
heavily infiltrated by Comaanists, baa been .placed in a very peculiar position 
as a result of this dispute. The Conference of Studio Unions is compoeed of . 
eleven local unions, ten of which are affiliated with the AF of L and the other 
with the International Association of Machinists, - v 

■ A spokesman for the International Association of Machinists stated i 
that if members of his union are discharged as a result of the AF of L ultima- 
tun. the eight major Hollywood studios will be picketed. Leaders of the AF of- 
L have ordered the notion picture industry to ignore the picket line of the 
International Association of Machinists, The Conference of Studio Unions, 
however, has announced that its 8,000 members will support the International 
Association of Machinists* picket line, and it appeared at that time as If 
the *ajor Hollywood studioo would again be faced with a major jurisdictional 
.^strike. 

The International Association of Machinists local, as you recall. 

Is completely dominated by Coaminists who have pursued ed Comnnlat leaders 
in the*^ Conference of Studio Unions to back them against the AF of L, 


The 'Daily People's World", a West Coast Communist publication, on 
JUne 22, 1946, carried an article under the caption, "Producers Strike, • which 


stated that ax was really une producers woo Here calling 
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tlon picture industry and which described it as, "a Producers maneuver, the 
same kind of maneuver which to date has successfully stalled contracts," How- 
ever, information developed reflects that the producers are merely the victims 
of a jurisdictional dispute between the two rival unions. 


The Cosmunist Party has Issued a number of leafle ts addressed to all 
. studio workers calling upon them to unite in order that they -may secure higher 
wages, and additional information reflects that the Conmqists will fully back 
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UEVSLOFlUJlTS IS THE CQfiFHLEHCE OF STUDIO UMJ 

APRIL 1, TO JULY 1, 191*6 


During the month of May, the labor situation within the Hollywood 
studio unions was comparatively quiet, most probably due to the fact that 
Herbert I* Sorrell was on trial before the Los Angeles Central Council on 
the charge of being a Conan uni at. However, on Hay 29, 191*6, the AF of L Cen- 
tral Labor Council directed its affiliated members not to handle material 


worked on by the members of the nooaf filiated International Association of 
Machinists. ' The International Association of Machinists withdrew from the 
AF of L some ten months ago, as you will recall, as a result of a Jurisdictional 
dispute with the AF of L Carpenters. 


The Conference of Studio Unions, lead by Herbert K. Sorrell and 
heavily Infiltrated by Communists^ has been placed in a very peculiar position 
aa a result of this dispute* The Conference of Studio Unions is composed of 
eleven local unions, ten of which are affiliated with the AF of L and the other 
with the international Association of Machinists. 

A spokesman for the International Association of Machinists stated 
that If members of bis union are discharged as a result of the AF of L ultima- 
tum, the eight major Hollywood studios will be picketed. Leaders of the AF of ... 
L have ordered the motion picture industry to lgnor the picket line of the 
International Association of Machinists. The Conference of Studio Unions, 
however, has announced that its 6,000 members will support the International 
Association of Machinists 1 picket line, and it appeared at that time as if 
the major Hollywood studios would again be faced with a major Jurisdictional 
strike. 

As International Association of Ma c h ini sts local, as you recall, 
is completely dominated by Coamuniata ifao have persuaded Communist leaders 
in the Conference of Studio Unions to back them against the AF of L. 


The "Daily People's florid", a flest Coast Communist publication, on 
June 22, 191*6, carried an article under the caption, "Producers Strike," which 
stated that it was really the -producers who were calling the strike In the mo- 
tion picture industry and #iich described it aa, "a Producers maneuver, the 
earns kind of maneuver which to date has successfully stalled contracts." How- 
ever, information developed reflects that the producers are merely the victims 
of a Jurisdictional dispute between the two rival unions. 

The Comnunlst Party has Issued a number of leaflets addressed to all 
studio workers calling upon them to unite in order that they may secure higher 
wages, and additional information reflects that the Conmranists will fully back 
any strike Which is called in the motion picture industry* ; . . 
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Producers In Hollywood sore all owing both rival unidha to work, 

*. Man while filing their petitions with the National Labor Beamons Board 
a^re^Mftlng a proper bargaining agent* This petition to the rational Labor 
BJxRRhs Board outlines the claim of the four unions which awe now Involved 
In the dispute, namely, the International Association of Kachfixlste, the new 
■ charter AF of L Machinists, the International Brotherhood of Teamsters and 
the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. Each of these 
' unions glwtM the right to represent machinists in the studios. 

• On’ July 1, 1946, Herbert K. Sorrell called a strike, c l a iming 
*„• the producers failed to reoognlae his wage demands* This strike seriously 
affected the ten major motion picture studios. Sorrell coupled recognition 
of a non AF of L Machinists union with his wage demands. Although producers 
state that they have agreed to meet wage demands, they do not recognise the 
non AF of L Machinists Union and have called upon the Rational Labor Hala- 
tions Board to settle the jurisdictional Issue. 


Additional information developed from confidential paid informant 


stated that the 


issue Is 


Jurisdictional dispute between 


the Conference of Studio Onions and the International Alliance of Theatrical 


Stage Employees. Roy Brewer, international representative of the IATSS, 
stated to the press on ths morning of July 1, that his members would cross the 
ploket lines. According to a release in the "Daily Worker", carrying the 
date line of July 2, 1946, and bearing the caption "The AF of L Unionists 
Engage in Bloody dashes at Two Movie Studios Today," it was indicated that 
many were bruised, two required hospitalisation and two were arrested as 
the production was generally slowed down. Following this uprising, peace 
feelers went out from the strikers. This peace bid came from the Conference 
of Studio Unions, which proposed an interim wage contract with producers and 
'a truce of thirty to sixty days. The IATSE announced a willingness to join 
this peace movement, and the article continued, the producers had scheduled 
a meeting to be held later on July 2, 1946. 



EKVELOBJEHTS IB C0KFE8EHCE OP STUDIO UBldffi 
(July 23, 1946 to Hoveaber 14, 1946) j 

According Confidential Raid Informant of the 

Los Angeles Pield Diviswn^tfi^conference of Studio Unions, which he classified 
as a block of Comnnnist-dominated unions, during August of this year again opened 
the Jurisdictional dispute with the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees (IATSE). stated that because of this dispute there may be 

another strike called in the motion picture industry* He stated that the 
block of unions has now refused to accept the decision of the arbitrators of 
the dispute and that they are now demanding that the work allocated to the IATSE 
be given to the Studio Carpenters Local 946, which is one of the Unions .affiliated 
with the Conference of Studio Unions* 

This source states that in all this union activity there is no question 
of wages or conditions involved as the motion picture producers are now in the 
process of negotiating with all unions, and contracts will be entered into* 

Any strike In the studio will be d repetition of the previous strikes led by 
Sorrell, which, according to this (source, were an attempt to gain control of eertain 

known Conmmist union locals now render the Jurisdiction of the IATSE* 

r 

V 

•The Los Angeles Examiner?* on July 31, 1946, under the head •'711a 
Merger Confirmed* announced that the old Universal Studio and International 
Pictures, Inc., plus Arthur Rank, Ltd*, of London, had amalgamated into one of 
the most exciting mergers that has happened in Hollywood in many years and the 
biggest since Twentieth Century Fox took over the old Fox Company* It is 
stated that the name of the new organization will be Universal • .International 
.Production Company, 

K further stated that William Coetz will be President of the 

nj Leo Spitz will be the Chairman of the Board; Hate Blnmberg 
will remain Chairman of the Board of Universal and J. Cheever Ccrwdin is also to 
be associated with Universal* Cliff Work is to remain as an executive and 
Walter Hanger will release his products through this company* 


•Variety* for August 15, 1946, under a New lork date line stated* 

•The first meeting in America of the Confederation Internationale dee Societea 
de 'Auteurs et Compositeurs will be held in Washington in October* There are 
fortywone member nations* ASCAP will plr-y host to the Second Federation* 

The Confederation is divided into four federations: Dramatic Rights, Reforming 
lights. Mechanical Rights and Book Rights. ASCAP'a General Manager, John G* 

. Pains, is President of the Second Federation.* 







once again called a strike in 

i>eptemoer in tae Hollywood Motion Picture Industry. These sources stated that 
this strike is merely a continuation of a previous strike called in 1945 ehich 
lasted for eight months. They state that the present strike is again purely 
a matter of jurisdiction between the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, and the Confere nce of Studio Union, which^ia dodnated Jby Commnist 
influence, fheTleader of the latter "group belng HeiberOc* Sorrell, who has long 
been affiliated with Comanlst activities in the motion picture industry. 


These sources state the primary purpose of this strike is to try and 
get control of all studio workers for Communist purposes. As a means of 
clarification, the eleven unions which now compose the Conference of Studio 
Unions, ten of which are associated with the American Federation of Labor. 


are being set out below j 
Local 

Soreen Set Designers 
Local 1421 

Screen Publicists Guild 
Local 1439 

Screen Story Analyst Guild 
Local 14B8 

Screen Cartoonists Guild 
Local 852 . 

Moving Picture Painters and 
Scenic Artists, Local 644 

Special Officers and Guards 
Local 193 


Parent Organisation 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Building Service Employees 
International Union 

Building Service Employees 
International Union 



Building Service Employees 
Local 278 




\J 


Local 


PARENT ORGANISATION 


o Carpenters 


United Brothei 


of Carpenters 


Local 946 


Studio Electrical Workers 
Local 40 

Studio Sheet Metal Workers 
Local 106 

,vi . - ' - 

Studio Machinists 
Local Cinema Lodes 1185 


and Joiners of America 

International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers 

1 ' - 

Studio Metal Workers International 
Union 

International Association of 
Machinists 


As has been previously indicated, the Conference of Studio Unions 
la headed by Herbert K. Sorrell* This Conference Is an Independent organization 
which was formed several years ago, reportedly by Comm n Ants on the theory * v* 
that If several unions mould band together, their bargaining position mould ba ; ‘- L 
greatly enhanced. The only union which la not affiliated with the AFL within >* 
this Conference is Local II 85 of the Studio Machinists* At first the Inter— 
national Association of Machinists spokesmen stated that if members of Local 
1165 mere discharged from their positions because of the ultimatum Issued by ^ 
the NFL Central lAbor Council, that their members would picket these studios* 
However, as yet, according to the above-mentioned sources, no members of the 
International Association of Machinists have been discharged and the producers 
have employed additional machinists mho are affiliated with the AFL in order to 
avoid this Jurisdictional dispute* , 

EEVELO RENTS IN WE INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE OP THEATRICAL 
STAGE EWPLOTEES. (July 23, 1946 through November 8 . 1946) 


Angeles paid confidential informant, related 
that the all studio unions revolves around the National 

Convention of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees held the 
meek of July 22, 194b in Chicago, Illinois* He states that the Coamnists in 
the studio unions operating through the Conference of Studio Unions attempted to 
defeat the incumbent President, Richard V, Walsh, who has been consistently 
anti-Conran nist in union affairs* He stated that the Communists failed to 
elect their candidate William T* Bennett, of Washington, D* C . , who had made a 
bargain with the Conference of Studio Unions and Herbert E* Sorrell, the 
Co onanist leader of that group* 

The highlight of this convention, according^gB^^J was the Comm n 1st 
.issue which took precedence over all other issues* ^^l^tatee that Walsh was 
elected practically on this issue alone* He stated that Senator Jade B, Tenney 
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head of the Joint Legislative Committee on Subversive Actir ties in Ca li fornia, 
flee to Chicago and addressed the Convention on the Conzami t issue and 
^WHmced that body for the most part that all the troubles in the immediate 
jest el thin the Hollywood Unions were the result of the attempts by the 
Conaonlst Party to capture those unions* According to this 'source, the 
Convention voted powers to Walsh to dean up the Hollywood situation* No 
action has been reported, as yet, in this direction, however* 


The Hollywood Reporter for July 29, 1946, under the heading "Walsh 
handed Powers, End All Jurisdictional Disputes* stated in part that Walsh was 
reelected to his third term as president of the IATS5, end announced 
a determination to settle fbr a&l time the Jurisdictional disputes in Holly- 
wood and to rid the Alliance of destructive elements that stand in the way 
of the union* He was given dictatorial powers to achieve this end* The 32 th 
biennial convention at the Stevens Hotel reelected him by a vote of 649 to 426 
and granted all effective powers to settle Jurisdictional matters that have 
troubled the Alliance daring the last years* ; r..'; 

Welsh defeated William Bennett in his second try for the presidency* - 
The enthusiastic endorsement given Walsh .by William Green, by Erie Johnson, by 
Brigadier General Joseph Kesnan and others, and also a number of resolutions 
approving his actions during the Hollywood strike, helped lalsh continue In his 
Job* 


The article stated that in granting lalsh full powers, the Convention 
authorised him to "act as he chooses" in the Hollywood studio situation and "to 
add, amend or alter any portion of the constitution and by-laws of the Alliance 
be deems necessary*" 

It stated, "The delegates acted on a supplementary report from Walsh 
in which he pleaded for this power and in which he explained that he needed 
this 'supreme authority* for the purpose of 'not asking but telling 1 the locals 
what to do," 


It quoted Walsh as stating, "I know this is a drastic move, it gives 
your incoming president tremendous powers but I need it to protect our 
Jurisdiction and local unions in Hollywood* If we don't win Hollywood we'll 
lose all* Tour president oust have this authority*” 


Hie article further stated, "After long debates, the convention 
adopted a resolution dealing Walsh and the Executive Board to act immediately 
to gat rid of Communists, Nails, Fascists and Ku Klux Elans men in the union. ■ 


The article stated that the convention approved . t^ie expulsion of 
twelve members of Local 44 for failure to cooperate with th» Alliance in -the 
"Jurisdictional disputes during the recent strike in the Hollywood studios* 




r 



j A banquet wu held at th^HoHvjoo^^oosev|Tt Hotel on the evening 

^ of October 3, 1946. According toV|HHH^H^|P Ton O’Brien labor 
^ member of the British Parliament tne^l^ioTTywood studying the problems of labor 
in motion pictures, stated that the film Industry of Qreat Britain mas having 
much the same trouble with the Communists as the IATSE was having in Hollywood. 

Be went Into the subjeot at length because the sane type of labor disputes broke 
out In the English industry at the same time as those which took place in 
Hollywood. He stated, "It may be a coincidence, but I doubt it. The 
Communists are trying to take over the entertainment industry of the world 
because through it they can exercise great influence. If they can get 
control of this Industry, they will have gone two-thirds of the. way." 


DEVELOPMENTS AS A HESULT OP MOTION PICTUBE IHD35TB? STRIKE 
(July 23, 1946 to November 8, 1946) 




Through confidential informants the Los Angeles Office learned that 
the motion picture industry was faced with a strike on the night of September 12, 
1946 as a result of a Jurisdictional dispute within the American Federation of 
Labor over the Studio Carpenters. The International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Bnployees, which represents most of the employees in the fentertalment 
world, but which is not a member of the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor, does not represent the Studio Carpenters. An individual 
known only as Hutchinson, who represents the Carpenters Union, participated 
a shutdown with Walsh of the IATSE. This showdown threatened a complete 
stoppage of the motion picture studios. 

advised representatives of our Los Angeles Office 
that local unions ox the motion picture industry during the week of 
September 18th were holding mass meetings protesting to William Green and 
other high union executives, against the dispute between Hutchinson, of the 
Carpenters Union, and Walsh, of the International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees which threatens to shut down the industry. At that time this, 
source reported that no new motion picture seta were being constructed by the 
carpenters and when pictures presently in production had filmed all possible 
scenes using the present sets, production would shut down unless the Executive 
Board of the AFL reached a decision. At that time it was stated that 
approximately 60 carpenters would be the cause cf some 30,000 people being out 
J>f work. Oeorge Elmer Adams, of the Burbaric, Calif ornia pdlice Department, 
predicted that a strike would occur at any time and that considerable trouble 
'"Would be experienoed when the strike occurred. 



c^nalc 
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During this same period Herbert K, Sorrell, of the | Conference of 
Studio Unions, was charging that producers refused to recogn£ie'3tudlo 
Carpenters of Local 946, which is & member of the Conference of Studio Unions 
and that producers favored carpenters within the IATSE. The Screen Writers 
Guild publicly stated at this time that the dispute was a Jurisdictional one 


within the AFL ana that it naa oeen so assigns tea Dy tne a tl. The Guild 
instructed its members to pass through any picket lines. At this time it 


was reported that the Communists would vigorously support a strike. 


It appeared at this time, according to Roy M. Brewer, International 
Representative of the IATSE, that the Btrike would start during the week of 
September 25, 1946. According to Brewer, members of the IATSE Screen 
Actors Guild, Screen Extras Ouild, Musicians Local, Teamsters Local and all 
other known Conference of Studio Unions groups in the motion picture Industry have 
been instructed to pass through any picket lines established by the Conference . 
of Studio Unions. * .> 


Reliable sources report that Sorrell at this time was unable to lead 
the 7000 Conference of Studio Union workers out on Btrike over a Jurisdictional' - 
Issue and, therefore, he was winning his point by ordering Conference of Studio 
Onion members not to work on studio sets, thus forcing the producers to 
discharge Conference of Studio Union members who, in turn, called this a 
producers' lockout. 

On September 25th the Conference of Studio Unions demanded that the 
producers rehire 1000 discharged carpenters and painters by 6»00 PM. The 
producers charged the Conference of Studio Unions was not acting in good faith 
and that this was merely a Jurisdictional dispute. The Conference of Studio 
Unions planned a mass meeting for the evening of the 25th of September, at 
which time it appeared inevitable a vote for this strike would be passed. 

A strike vote was cast by tills group and picket lines were set up which 
resulted in fighting and general disorder. The police forced the Conference of 
Studio Unions pickets to conform with the Superior Court injunction which limits 
the number of pickets. _ 

The CSU reportedly was boasting about the fact that the strike had 
seriously hampered production. The Producers Association, however, stated on 
October 1, 1946 that production was normal in all major studios. The Selznik 
Studios, an independent producer, stopped production for the duration of the 
strike. The Conference of Studio Unions filed conspiracy charges against the 
Un major studios and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
v Employees with the NLRB, charging that major studios and thi IATSE have 

conspired to deny the CSU its rights under the National Lablr Relations Act. 

The AFL Central ‘Labor Council, according' to reports, remained ngjipral on the 
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question. Richard Walsh, the Head of the IATSE, Issued an iHtimatum to 
Independent producers to discharge the CSU members and to hire IATSE 
replacements. » 

It Is reported that the caunini st-dominated Screen Writers Guild 
met on October 1, 1946 to determine its strike policy. It is the report of - 
informants that the position taken by this organisation will forecast the 
policy to be followed by the Communists in connection with the strike. 

Herbert K. Sorrell, of the CSU, and Richard Walsh, of the IATSE, 
together with ten representatives from the Screen Actors Guild were reported 
attending the AFL Convention which began on October 7th in Chicago. The 
jurisdictional dispute between the IATSE and the CSU was, according to 
informants, to be considered at this convention. \ 

On October 5, 1946 Varner Brothers countered the CSU action against ~ 
them by entering a million-do liar damage suit against Sorrell and the CSU, 
charging conspiracy to damage the Warner Brothers property in the 1945 
jurisdictional strike. During this period it was reported that U. S. 
representatives John Wood, Chairman of the House Un- American Activities 
Committee, was in Los Angeles to investigate the extent of Communist 
influence in the current strike. Newspapers quoted Wood as stating that he 
will return to Los Angeles in November for further investigation of the 
Communist activities in connection with labor in the motion picture industry. 

During this same period it was reported by reliable sources that if 
the Jurisdictional question was decided against Sorrell at the AFL Convention, 
Sorrell might attempt to lead his CSU into the CIO. Uhder the present 
agreement in effect between the AFL and CIO there is no CIO union operating 
in the motion picture industry. 

Reliable police contacts reported that the producers received a 
telegram from AFL President William Green on the afternoon of October 8, 1946 
stating that the jurisdictional issue would not be settled at the Chicago 
Convention and that the CSU - IATSE dispute must be settled in Hollywood. 

Green has reportedly turned down the plea of the Screen Actors 
Ouild. to settle the jurisdictional dispute. Some observers believe that 
ihis may mean picketing and violence. Hass picketing was imported at the 
Columbia Studios in Hollywood on the morning of October 8, 11946. 

■»- ■ i 


I 

- On October 14, 1946, the police halted mass picketing at the 
Columbia Studios which was in violation of the Superior Cofrt Injunction 
by arresting and Jailing 153 pickets. No violence or disorder; .however, was 
reported in connection with these arrests. 
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Norval Crutcher (Secretary, Film Technicians Local |683, IATSE affiliate, 
announced on October 13th that Ms local would resist CSU pieket lines. Uembers 
of this local process film and thus are essential to the making of motion 
pictures. 


Roy Brewer, International representative of the IATSE, has charged 
that Local 633 of IATSE has always closely adhered to the Communist line. 

Richard L’alsh, International Head of the IATSE threatened strong reprisals 
against the IATSE local. As you will recall, when a similar situation 
doveloped in last year’s film strike, Walsh took over an IATSE local as a 
trustee. Indications are that Walsh may do this with the rebellious Local 683. 
Some observers say the action of Local 683 is a serious obstacle to an early 
strike settlement. 

It was learned that a meeting of prominent Communists wae held on 
the evening of October 12, 1946 at the hone of Screen Writer Ring Lardner, Jr., 
an alleged Cccununlst, where approximately $4,000 was raised to help CSU 
strikers. Well-informed sources have stated that the Communis te are 
wholeheartedly in support of the current strike. 

On October 18, 1946, the International Representatives of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees suspended the powers 
granted to IATSE Film technicians Local 683 to conduct its affairs. This 
action was taken by International Representatives because Local 683 joined 
the rival CSU picket lines. This strike by Film Technicians seriously hampered 
production in all National Studios sines members of this local must process all 
film. * 

However, Roy Brewer again threatened Local 683 that uhless the 
members returned to work immediately, other arrangements would be made to 
process movie film in New York. 

On October 23, 1946, reliable sources reported that the jurisdictional 
strike in the motion picture industry may soon end due to the fact that both 
the CSU and the IATSE have agreed to accept the AFL decision to award set 
ereotion work to the IATSE. 

According to press reports, a Joint conmittee of the IATSE - CSU 
and the powerful Screon Actors Guild, which was largely responsible fer this 
settlement, met on tho afternoon of October 28, 1946 to appoint a permanent 
arbitrator for Jurisdictional controversies in the motion picture, industry. 

It is interesting to note that the Communis ts though the Daily 
borker have alleged that the million— dollar motion pictur^^ndustry entered 
into a conspiracy with corrupt and racketeering leaders of t he fA TSS to 
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"Smash Democratic Unionism" in Hollywood. The Communists through the 
Daily Worker are alleging that Walsh and Brewer of the IATSE are cooperating 
-with the producers over this Jurisdictional dispute to becloud the real 
issue. They allege that the CSU is the only union in the Industry which 
gets tough about wages, hours and working conditions and that whenever 
action along these lines is instigated by the CSU, the old "Jurisdictional 
bugaboo" is hauled out and brought into the forefront. 

The Communists accuse the producers of obtaining injunctions through 
local Judges who are alleging anti-labor, and of also obtaining the aid of 
police and sheriffs who cooperate with then. 

The Communists through the Daily Worker list the following demands 
of the CSU* ; , / 

1. Return all employees under CSU Jurisdiction to their Jobe with 
status unimpaired. 

2. Acceptance by all parties of the AFL Directive in its entirety 
giving to carpenters the construction of sets or sta, os which they 
have done for the past 26 years, as ordered by the AFL Executive 
Council and AFL President William Green. 

3. immediate completion and signing of all contracts with provisions 
for adequate machinery for settlement of all controversies, including 
those over allocation of work. 

On November 5, 1946 it was reported that negotiations were 
continuing to end the Hollywood film strike. However, it was also reported 
that the question of higher wages was now being brought into the light by the 
strikers. The Conference of .Studio Union affiliates were reported to bo 

demanding a 20£ raise for a thirty-hour week before signing contracts to 
return to work. •— 

Roy Brewer, the International repreoe.ntative of the rival IATSE, 
Charged the Conference of Studio Unions with bad faith and stated that the 
nuestion of wages was never involved in the Jurisdictional strike which was 
called b^ Sorrell some six weeks ago. Prewar also charged .that Sorrell is 
now attempting- to alter the arbitration proposal previous!^ agreed Upon by both 
'the CSU end the TATSE. At the time of this report the Conuirence of Studio 
--Wmions was still picketing all major studios and an unusuaiy larfee 
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iaas demonstration ires reported at 20th Century 

^_. ... on November 13, 1946 it m rep car ted that the leaxira of the CSU 
^Pljhe IATSE were conferring with Joseph Kennan, AFL lead err who was in 
Ho lly wood to consider accepting e position of AFL Labor C*ar%£cr_the movie 
industry. However, no Indication of an immediate settlement of this 
Jurisdictional strike has been reported. 


Sorrell charged at thie tine that wages and hours are the basic 
issue between the Conference of Studio unions and the producers. Meanwhile, 
the Motion Picture Consumers Local 705, which is affiliated with the IATSS, 
haa rebelled against the international leadership of the IATSE and 
•at November 14th as the deadline upon which they would Join IATSE 
Film Technicians Local 683 in the CSU picket lines. 


Local 705 alleges that producers have refused to give them a signed 
contract cowering wages and hours. This more by executive heads of Local 705 - 
is directly contrary to the stqnd taken by the general membership of this local 
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limit on negotiatlona with producers. 

On the afternoon of Nov ember 13, 1946, CSU leader Sorrell threatened 
to extend the Conference of Studio Union picket lines to independent producers*' 
It was also reported that 64 writers within the Screen writers Guild have 
started a petition to donate $10,000 to film Technicians Local 683 to *ald 
their fight against oertain undemocratic pressures within the IATSE." 

A «t — — W *i nrt * / j a . — _ — — — ■*- _ il ai - l. x. w t . 
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one a shop steward of I$TSE Local 44, were bombed in a new wave of violence in 
the Hollywood 211m strike. These bombs were described as homemade grenades. 
Although at least two of the bombs oaused extensive damage to the homes, no one 
was Injured. Roy M. Brewer of the IATSE has posted $5,000 reward leading to the 
arreat and conviction of the vandals. 


Richard F. Walsh, President of IATSE, announced that all representatives 
of IATSE would be withdrawn from the current negotiations with CSU leaders. He 
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his organisation would not negotiate with the Cou as long aa there is 
any act of violence against members of his union. 

Los Angeles press reports state that Sorrell refused any comment on this 
recent outbreak of violence. Reliable Los Angeles police contacts advise that an 
extensive investigation is being conducted but that it hae been made unusually 
difficult because there are a number of so-called ■powder mfn* in Hollywood who are 
hired by etudios to simulate explosions in motion pictures. | This source also 
rwporta that the Loo Angeles police are investigating a gunman who was recently 
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Sorrell. Sorrell is combating, according to reliable eourefa, what appears to 
be an unauthorised dissension within the ranks of his union £o~"Sfrntimie the 
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^ SCREEN WBITEES GUILD >. i j ^ ■ j.^-. 
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v u > The Screen Erltere Guild opened diecuseione among Eta members 

• 4 . whether to ban the sale of material to the motion picture inJ&iSWfcy and 
v ' ■./• adopt the procedure of licensing of all material. 


. ft screen writer who requested that his name be kept*; 

in strict confidence^Ss pointed out that this move to license material baa ^-^.^. 
two object! vesi First, to prevent the studio fran re-using or re-issuing a 
aoreen story without paying the writer .an additional fee ’and, tin, to control 
the content of the motion picture. Thie aouroe, who is a screen writer, states 
that the Communists are, of course, particularly interested in securing absolute 
control ever the content of motion pictures and they, the Communists, feel 
that through the Screen Writers Guild they will be able to force the producers 
of the notion Picture Industry to accept a license to use a particular screen .. . 
story and as an incentive 'to the use of that license, the producer would 

of course,. be able to change .the script. - , , •.. . 

r ^ *• *<-■ 1 ? " s “ .*• r +. r* ‘ ’ v. % 

-. 'V ' James Cain, prominent novelist and screen writer, has appeared ‘ before •*£■ 

tlie Screen Writers Guild and asked the Guild to accept the Idea of a license - 
apparently on the basis that the producers frequently re-issue pictures for 
which they do not pay the writer a second time. In the May, 1946 issue of the 
"Screen Writer, ■ one of the feature articles is entitled "A Time for Action, " 
which is written by Emmett La very, President of the Screen Writers Guild. In 
this article. La very, who has been identified in numbers of Communist Frdnt 
organisations and activities, has pointed out that the Executive Council of the ' 
'Authors League has come out for the principle of licensing and hs has called 
upon the Authors League to assist the Screen Writers Guild in securing such •' • " r - 

rights for the Screen Writers. He admits that the Guild is nearly powerless , • 
to enforce the licensing idea at the present time inasmuch as the minim um * 


basic agreement 


inder which the Screen Writers Guild operates applies to 


employment conditions only and does not apply to material sold to the studios 
for the screen. He feels that the problem is one for concerted action by the 
Authors League and the Screen Writers Guild. 


Lavery pointed out that at a recent meeting of the Screen Writers 
Guild, a resolution was passed which states, "In any arrangement by which there 
granted the right to produce a motion picture based on material written by any 
member of the Authors League, or, its member or affiliated guild* (the Screen 
Writers Guild is affiliated with the Authors League), there should be granted 
only the right to produce and exhibit within a stated period a single motion 
picture on 35 sun film in the English language. These rights should be in the 
-fora of a license limited as aforesaid, which shall cease upon the expiration 
_lfif affixed' time. * - - ,7- - 
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.. .. that IT the Co main 1s ts and the Serein Writers Guild 

’ff^bl^^seSre a contract -with the producers based uponj licensing rather than 
the sale of 'material, they Till be able to control the content of each notion 
picture. This informant feels that along with' a license to 'eea^a motion picture 
will be an accompanying restriction upon changing it by the producers* 

James Cain, recently, during a meeting of the Screen Writers Guild, 
according to the March 5, 1946 issue of ■Variety* stated! *Once ts control 
our properties to can demand and get all sorta of concessions. We should have 
a fund, like the ASCAP fund for the Basic Ians obtained from a check off on 
all pictures for the benefit of all members of this Guild to be whacked up on 
a rating basis to take care of us in our old age, to be put In the bank or to 
be used for whatever we choose to spend it on.* 

Apparently, In lizjs with this new move on the part of the Communists 
within the Screen Writers Guild, H. S. Kraft, a Communist, wrote a four-page 
article for the llsrch, 1946 'issue of the •Screenwriter" entitled, “Dreiser's 
War in Bollywood,* This sriicle was an account of Theodore Dreiser's attempt 
~ to force Paramount Pictures to dramatize his novel, *An American Tragedy* with % 
a full realization of “the violent social, economic and loyal influences 
affecting the hero of the novel,* 


COMMITTEES APPOINTED BT STO 

The May, 1946 issue of the "Screen Writer,* which is the official 
oublication of the Screen Writers Guild, carried a list on page five of the 
Screen Writers Guild Studio Chairman, An examination of this list reflects 
-.heavy infiltration and domination by the Comnlsts in the Guild, This list 
is as follows! 


Columbia Studios; 


Melvin Lew 


Metro-Goldwyn-Uayer; Isobel Lennart 

Paramount t Abe Polonsky 

RKO x „ Henry Myers 

Republic; John Butler 

Twentieth Century Pox; Wanda Tu check 

Universal t Joel Malone 

Warner Brothers; Banald : MacDon 


Joel Malone 
Banald ' MacDongall 


Elisabeth Benson, Section Organizer and Membership Director of the 
Worthweat Section of the Los Angeles Comunist Party, Which is composed of motion 
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picture personnel bad in her possession .records reflecting. ^ttCTeyy, Lennart, 
Polonsky and Myers" were members of to a highly 

v * ^BJdential but dAlIcate _souxpe "Cferdeal'jSTlSaftraAnt 

6f thd “In s Angela s Offic*e, has identfffe^acTtouganin seriral front activities^ 

» The February is sue. of the "Screenwriter* identified 'members of the 

Screen Writers Guild Arbitration Panel and it was noted that the following 
„ Communists were members of this panel t Leopold Atlas, Ben Bsrsman, Guy ^ndore, 
Robert Lees, Kelvin Levy, Waldo Salt and Leo Townsend, It was also noted that 
Kelvin Frank is a member of this panel and although it has never been determined 
that he Is a member of the Communist it has been ascertained through a highly . 

-• confidential but delicate source that Elisabeth Benson, Section Organiser 

and Membership Director of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles Communist 
larty, which Is composed of motion picture personnel has in her possession 
records which reflect Ann Ray Frank, his wife, is a Comnsanist* 


Hiring It ha last three or four years, W, R. Wilkerson, Editor of the 
trade publication "The Hollywood Reporter" has repeatedly attacked the Coamninlat 
infiltration of the Motion Picture Industry and be has paid exceptional attention 
to the Communist- infiltration of the Screen Writers Guild* In the April 16 , 

1946 issue of the "Bollywood Reporter, w Wilkerson attacked members of the 
Screen Writers Guild and et&ted that mdst of them were either Communists or 
Fascists and that all of them spend fad too much time in political activities*. 
Wilkerson stated that the writers in Hollywood are "doing every Job but the 
one that they are being paid for* The former $200 a week writer is now 
getting $2,000 each pay day and doing less work*" Again on June 2 >, 1946, 
Wilkerson described what he called "some screwy undercover tricks being pulled 
by our creators in the studios are promulgated by the Commies among them*" 
...Wilkerson then went on to relate a situation of an unidentified important star 
"* who refused to accept a certain director stating that the director was a red 
baiter, and Wilkerson related another incident in which an individual was a 
known Gomaunlst writer and was dismissed from a screen story because the star 
who was allegedly a Communist complained to the studio about the writer* 


? 

i 

t 

I 

i 


At a membership seating of the Screen Writers Guild on April 29, 

1946, a resolution was raised urging action against the Hollywood Reporter 
ard in the Vay, 1946 issue of the "Screen Writer," Wilkerson was pictured as 
"Inviting Congressman Rankin to push on with his witch hunt in Hollywood." ^and 
in the light of this discussion the STO passed the following resolutions ’"That 
the Screen Writers Guild now declare officially that Wilkerson has been unfair 
to the Guild and all its members and that the members of the Guild are called 
upon to institute a voluntary boycott of the jnblication and that we cal l 
upon other Guilds and unions aid Agents to Join us in this boycott." 





It has been noted that recent issues or the "Screenwriter" nave 
i . prominently displayed In heavy black type an announcement that the Screen 
-.r^fBrlterfl Child, ha* indorsed the FEPC and requested .members of the Guild to 
T sign' a petition -which will put the FEPC on the California ballot. 

' -t!?' - .-v ■ : •• •••■"•.' V '1 .. • .'•••• '• 

v- in tho llarch leeue of the "Screen Writer* there was a note on page 46 
;V' ’ which urged all members "and friends and others Interested in this extension 
of democracy” to sign the petitions of the Fair Employment Practices Committee* 
This note then went on to list the members of the State Executive Committee to 
place the FBPC on the California ballot* 

Veil informed sources have stated that the FEPC has been originated . 
v end promoted by the Communist Party* 

The "Screen Writer* is the official publication of the Screen Writers 
~ r Guild and is issued monthly. "- It has been noted that the Kay issue of the 

•So re on writer" stated that iBobel Lennart had been selected to serve on the 
Editorial Committee* Those responsible for the publication are as follows; 

Ealton Trumbo - Editor (Communist) 

Gordon Kahn - Managing Editor (Communist) 

»« .. • • Editorial Conoittee; 


F* Hugh Herbert 
Philip Dunne 
Sonya Levien 

Theodore Strauss (Communist) 
Ring Lardner, Jr. (Communist) 
Paul T rivers (Communist) 
Stephen W. Avery 


The "Screen writer" is sold at only eleven book stores and news stands 
In Los Angeles and it is noted that among these are the Lincoln Book Store, 

1721 North Highland Avenue in North Hollywood and the Progressive Book Shop, 

717 Weat Sixth Street, Los Angeles, both of whict^Tav^eej^^entified by 


iliable informants as Communist book stores* 


. tjTigf Under date of August 14, 1946, the "Hollywood Reporter, " a motion 

: Sijffir^pfarture trede sheet edited by William Wilkmreon, contained jthe following 

^♦-jdlto rlal under the caption, *Anoth«r Vote for Stalin.* B^ause of its interest, 
rao n — Wto article is being set out in full; |. 

rnn - * 


Lr* dmrbo 
L~. Hendon 
Pvriiinl 
Jr. Qulnr Ti 
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"The Screen Writ’ 61 ' 8 Guild continues to take its orders from 
Moscow! 


k - , »a late issue of Isvestia, the official newspaper of the Soviet 
government, attacked the recent film trade agreement arranged 
between the American and French state departments* - y t >' 


* ^According to an Associated Fi-esa dispatch dated August 9 from 
Moscow, Victor Poltoralsky, writing in the Communist organ, attacked 
the agreement as a threat to the very existence of the French film 
industry* and became particularly virulent over an alleged statement 
by /msrican economists that American films offered 'the best method 


of fighting Communism in France.* 


- -r- ^ 'i ^ 

"Isvestia is the voice of World Coomunisa giving orders. : The 
voice of the Red Beachhead in Hollywood— saying, 'aye, aye, comrade 1 J»— 
was heard in the Soreen Waiters Guild meeting on July 29, at the 
Bollywood Roosevelt Hotel, when that Red-dominated organisation 
adopted the following resolution! 


......* that the Screen Writers Guild, in arswor to the appeal 

of the French film workers, expresses its opinion of the French- 
Am eric an film agreement and asks our State Department to investigate 


, the possibility of re-negotiating this agreement so that the French- 
film industry can survive.' 


"In other words, the Communist Party organ in Hbscow and the 
Screen Writers Qaild in Hollywood attacked the French trade agreement 
on the 6atje spurious grounds— that it would destroy the French film 
industry. 


"And the Guild voted against the State Department of the republic 
that gives American writers their freedom, and against the motion 
picture industry, which gives them their living. 


"They were persuaded to do this by Harold Salem son, who addressed 
the Guild for 25 minutes, denouncing the trade agreement. He charged 
that a third of the workers in the French film industry would be 
thrown out of work by the American trade agreement. Be said the 
American Industry was prepared to flood France with fijve years of 
film product. And hs implied that the State Department was "imperial— 
;lstically forcing American films upon an unwilling Frich public, 

'•This was barefaced lying* The agreement negotiated^ Leon 
Blun^and the American state Department does not guarantee THE 
EXHIBITION OF A SINGLE AMERICAN MOTION PICTURE IN FRANCE. American 


pictures will be played ONLY if French theatre owner* Aid the French 
public nant then. . v ' ‘ •• 


I, 


■The trade agreement DOES GUARANTEE that four out Jof awry 
weeks’ playing time in P ranch theatres shall be d*vote4'^o*the 
exhibition of French pictures. All 13 woeka CAN be devoted to 
French pictures If the theatre manager prefers. 


13 


.•The Guild resolution deliberately beclouds this situation bjr^-.:.^,' 

-making it seen that French exhibitors were forced to play nine 
weelrs of Mexican pictures. But the only force backing Aaerlcan 
filns in France is that of popular dsicand. 

m t nd this, the Communists can’t standi 

•The true situation is revealed in a copy of a letter which the . > 
Be porter received from the head of a major studio yesterday— a letter,?; 
written by Brio Johnston, president of the Motion Picture Association^ 
to ftnet La very, President of the Screen Writers Guild. It speaks fort 

Itself t ' • •>-- * •' * •• > 


•Dear Hr. Lavexyi 

•I or profoundly disturbed by the implication of a resolution 
which X understand was recently adopted by the Screen Writers Guild. 

' According to inforrati on received from our Hollywood office, this 

resolution said In parti 


11 that the Screen Iriters Ouild in answer to the appeal cf 
the French film workers, expresses its opinion of the French- 
American film agreement and asks our State Deportment to 
investigate the possibility of re-negotiating this agree. xmt 
so that tho Fronch film Industry can survive.'* 

# 

’Tho plain implication of the resolution is that the pgre er.cn t 
recently negotiated ty our government and the French government is a 
threat to the survival of the French filn industry. 


*T believe there is absolutely no basis for the unwarranted 
assumption that the agreement threatens the extinction of the 
French filn industry and I believe further that' such an assumption 
easts an undeserved refleotion upon the good faith of fche American 
and French officials who negotiated the agreement for L'wtvo’ 
’•governments.*'''.^ V v'-'-r . . ' " 


■*5l4 • 










f 


___ '«The Qilld*0 resolution, in effect, distorts so completely the 
purpose and meaning of the agreement that I believe a clarification 
of its pro via ions is vitally essential* Kith that in nlnd I shall 
eet forth briefly why it was adopted and the purposes whicfTit is 


designed to achieve.. 

- V.«; y '<■ • »- r :' •»' ‘ i 

i The moving purpose behind the agreement was a desire to 
iv” promote the ideal' of world unity removing some of the restrictions 
,> which. isolate one nation from another, by Chinese *alle of nationalism; 
The motion picture is a primary medium for the exchange of ideas 
between people. I have always believed that excessive nationalism 
breeds warj that a freer exchange of goods, services and information 
Is a healthy offset to the friction whioh causes war* 


i As for the epeclfio conditions of the agreement relating to 
the motion picture, I believe that .any fal reminded person will ^ 

agree that the terms sei forth actually protect the development : 
of the French film Industry and give it a greater measure of protection 
than It had before the war* 



•For example, every theatre in France must reserve at least four 
week's playing time out of every 13 solely for French pictures. 

During the remaining nine weeks of the quarter, the theatre is free 
to play foreign pictures or French pictures, whichever it prefers. 

The free playing time is not reserved for American pictures — it may 
be used for the exhibition of Russian films or British films or 
French films or the films of any other nation. 

•Actually, the agreement does not guarantee the exhibition of a 
single American motion picture in France, It simply opens the rarket 
to the best pictures. 



•Before the war, th$ American motion picture industry annually 
supplied between 150 and 185 "dubbed" feature pictures for the French 
maiitet* Since the agreement, however, the eight leading American 
companies voluntarily agreed to releaae not more than 124 "dubbed" 
features in the French market annually. The number of feature 
pictures with superimposed titles which have a limited distribution 
in France will be substantially smaller than before the war* This 
should reassure anyone who honestly believes that the American 
industry Is preparing to flood the French market with {films produced 
here during the war period* >•’ ' ' 


»v 
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»The observation of Monsieur Leon Blum, an outstaying rrenoh 


patriot wno aiaea in negotiating tue agiuei^iiM, Biivu*u 
answer to the accusation that the agreement Is against the best 
Interests of the french producing Industry* In a statement, quoted 
In the American press on June 2?, Monsieur Blum saldj * V;'- 


. 4 - **■'•• 

***.'%* 


- ■ "In renouncing the 1936’ pact, the United States made 

V considerable - oonceseion in agreeing to let France keep' ‘ r 

exclusively four weeks out of every 13 for French products, . >‘ 

assuring 30 percent of the playing time# When negotiations 
started, the French hoped to get a seven weeks cuota, but 
after long discussion France did well in comparison to a 
17 percent guarantee granted to Italyand a 22 percent accord 
, with Britain."' 

’ ' Vi ’ '*■ ^v. 5 * -' : £ *' -• . : •. ' 

»Uonsieur KLm addedi.^r; . .. . 

"There is not a word in the accord to prevent an exhibitor from 
showing 100 percent French films if he wishes. Yihat is 
needed is for the French film industry to produce films 
pleasing to the public. 

•Film interests here must remember the Washington accord -yr^v 

-..would assist in the re-establishment of the French film industry. > 

^ ‘ ' The French industry will aid in every way." 

w» ' * * - * ■ * ' ' 

»Iou may be interested in knowing that when the loan agreement was .... 
up for approval in the French assembly, the only spekon opposition to the 
film provisions cam© from a few Communist deputies. It is obvious to 
me why French Canmunists wish to keep out American motion pictures which 
reflect American democratic life* 


•I do not for a moment challenge the right of the Screen Writers 
Guild or any other group to ask the State Department to re-negotiate 
the existing film agreement with France* That ia simply the 
exercise of an American fundamental right# 


; XiF*dv 


•out; we impiicaxion wax xne govemaent or the United States or 
the American film industry took undue advantage of the French film 
industry -is both naive and false* I challenge it* t 

r •! am giving you these facts in tire Interest of j airness and accuracy. 

. „ * jp 1 V < ■ ’ * *. , 'T • ■ * . * ; 

Sincerely yours, ' ^ *- , 


Erio Johnston. » 
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"Hr. Johnston's appeal probably Kill fall on deaf lea 
commie ts are not interested in 'fairness and accuracy'* 


"Hr. saiemson, the sponsor or tnis attack on inaustryjuna 
government, has been an industrious member of many of the extreme 
left-wing groups which have consistently followed the Party linel 

. - "This is the kind of leadership to which the screen Writers Guild 
V listens. This is the kind of leadership which causes the Guild to 
... Ignore the fact that the foreign market.cn many pictures means the 
difference between profit and loss, and to attack the industry of 
which it is a part. 


I 


j 

I 



"THE PARTI FIRST l" 



> Tbs "Hollywood Reporter" on August 20, and 21, 1946, contained v. ;•? 
articles which were directed at the Screen Writers Guild and accused this - ^^ Vr 
. organisation of being a Caamunist controlled and dominated group* The ' 

. "Hollywood Reporter" carried, articles reflecting that the President of the Oulld, ' 
John Howard Lawson, has been a sponsor of numerous Communist front groups, such 
as the American Touth for Democracy, and the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, 
as well as the Harry Bridges Defense Committee and the Hollywood Independent 
Citlsens Committee for the Arts, Sciences and Professions* 


The article also reflected that Dalton Tr.nito, a member of the 
?■ Gui l d's Executive Board and Editor of the Guild's official magazine, was a 
' Communist and is the holder of Cosmmnifft party Membership Book No. 36802. 


Gordon Kahn, Ring Lardner, Jr. and Richard Jay Collinga, all members 
of the Executive Board, are also accused of being Conmuinists and their Cccmuniat 
party Book numbers are set out therein. 


These articles were followed in this periodical by an article on the. 
American Authors Authority, whieh is sponsored and bached by the Screen Tfriters; 
Guild* The latter article is- referred to in the section set out concerning . ' " 
•'The American Authors Authority." 



DETELOPlfSHTS IH COMFERJaCS OF STUDIO PNIOK^ ~~ 
(November 14, 1946 to February 14, 194?)] 


This block of Communist controlled unions, accordflig to ] 

_ "o paid confidential informant of the Los Angeles field Division, 
is stile. on “strike. The strike is a continuance of the 1945 strike which was 
and still is an attempt of the Communist elements, according to this source, 
to control the unions in the Hollywood studios. 




"pickets were singing "Solidarity Forever." This source also reported that 
the Painters District Council #36 voted a #5,000 fund for the benefit of the 
strikers. The Badio Writers Guild set at the home of Sing Lardner, Jr., and 
voted #4,000 for the strikers' benefit. 


The Conference of Studio Unions has been spreading its influence to 
the radio field through an alliance with another group of like nature now being 
formed in that field, this new block of unions is to be called the Council of 
Radio Qnione. An organisational meeting of radio anions was held on November 
21, 1946, in Hollywood. Cos^osing this parallel block of unions are the 
following i 

Radio Writers Guild 

Radio Directors Guild 

American Federation of Huai clans. 

Local #47 

American Federation of Radio Artists 


According to this source this group has announced that it will affiliate with 
the Conference of Studio Unions. Commenting on this alliance, the source 
indicatec that inis would be a most effective weapon because of the affinity 
of the motion picture industry with the radio industry; 


. With regard to the strixe in the Hollywood motion picture industry, 
it is reported that this strike is now more or less ineffective. The studios 
nave used replacements put in 'by the 1TASL and seen to be making pictures as 
usual. It is reportou that the Conference of Studio Unions is attempting to 
get the support of the unions in England in order to stop production there 
of any pictures in which American capital is interested. So far there has 
boon lxttle success attaches to this effort. 




COUHCII. OP HOLLYWOOD GUILIS AND 


unions! 


Special Agents or tne 

Los 'Angeles Field Division on Septeaoer V, 194 t>, obtained a 10-page type- 
written re port. which described the activities of the Council of Hollywood 
Guilds and Unions* This report reflects that there are now seven CSO unions, 
two IATSE locals, two Independent unions, and one A* F* of L* miscellaneous . 
union, which comprise this organisation. They are as follows t Screen Story 
Ana lyst’ s Guild; Screen Cartoonist Guild; Screen Costumers Guild; Film Techni- 
cians; Film Electricians Local 40; Machinists Guild; Musicians Local 767 
(This is not the mslcians union to which musicians in the studios belong.); 
Painters Union; Screen Publicists Union; Screen Supervisors Union; Screen 
Set Decorators; Screen Writers Guild. 

It is noted that the subject organisation has lost, mainly because 
of difficulties over the current film, strikes, the Screen Actors Guild, Screen 
Office fmplojwee Guild, and Ibsiclans Local So. 47, to which all musicians’ In 
the motion picture industry belong. 

According to this report the Council is seeking new affiliation and * 
is attempting to induce the Radio Writers, the Radio Directors, and the Film 
Editors Oullds to join with them in pressing for "progressive legislation." 
This report also points out that the Council must seek for closer affiliation 
with the Conference of Studio Unions which is, as has been previously pointed 
out, heavily infiltrated with the Comnnnist Party. This report also points 
out that the "Progressives,” i.e. Communists within the Council, see the cur- 
rent Hollywood film strike, together with the move by the IF of L to set 
up a Hollywood Council, as a "serious threat" to the subject organization. 
According to the report, the Communists feel that if the AF of L does set up 
a Hollywood Labor Council in addition to the Los Angeles Labor Council 
the two may be operated in parallel but that it is also quite likely that the 
AF of L will take the AF of L local out of the Council and may have them 
use only the independent unions. Moreover, the current Jurisdictional 
dispute between the CSU and the IATSE is a serious threat to the Internal 
stage of the Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions. Regardless of which 
stand the Council takes in the settlement of the dispute, several locals which 
are affiliated with the Council will obviously protest and this leaves the 
Council unable to take the affirmative, definite stand in the current dispute. 





in this reports, 

which report is believed to nave 

.written uy u. van gar et Bennett Wills, Executive Secretary, when she stated, 
•I am sure that everyone will agree that either the Council will cease to 
exist entirely or it oust be stamped as a real source In HdJJLywood." 


This report also detailed some of the highlights of the Council's 
activities, an examination of which reflects that the Counoil has constantly 
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supported the measures advocated by the Coomanist Party In the Los Angeles Field 
Division. These include (1) a fight against Cecil B. De*£ilie, (2) participa- 
Men in the fight- for radio freedom, i.e. the protest against high labor con- 
^ftere, (3) the fight against motion picture aliens,' (4) "conferences with 
Robert Pis kin of the OTI on educational films for Europe,* $5) protest against 
tile State Un-American Activities Committee, (6) activity for'-a^atate FEPC, (7) 
sealing a delegate to the "Win the Peace* conference, (8) a protest against 
banning of Lena Horne film In Tennessee, (9) a protest against Truman's 
intervention In the railroad strike. 


This sumation of Council's activities in the last few months con- 
cludes by stating, ■Uor have we forgotten the 'Yugoslavs , the Russians, and 
the drive toward World War III.* 


The Counoil has continued to support those measures and activities in 
which the Communist Party has been prominently identified. For example, on 
Sunday, March 17, 1946, the Council was identified as one of the sponsors of 
an address by Congressman Hugh DeLacy, who gave a ■hard-hitting expose of the 
plot against the peace.* 


an Agent of the 

Los Angeie^7IeIcn3W!5To^^E?aKe3 minutes of the meeting of the Council 
which wae held on June 6, 1946. According to the minutes, the Council re- 
ceived s letter from Festus Coleman, a Negro prisoner at San Quentin, t h a nking 
the Council for their support in an attempt to secure his parole. It is well 
known that the Communist Party has waged a vigorous campaign to free Coleman 
alleging that he waa improperly convicted. At the same meeting the Council 
stated that President Truman had "used the powers of his office to blackjack 
the railroad workers rather than to effect a just settlement.* 

At a meeting held on August 8, 1946, the Council registered a strong 
protest with the Ambassador Hotel for refusing lodging to a Negro song writer, 
Carlton Moss. Moss was identified, through a highly confidential, but delicate 
sporce-wboJiad access to the records of Elizabeth. Benson, the section organiser 
and membership director of the Northwest "Section' of the Los Angeles County 
Consuntst Tarty, as a member of the Comsanist Party. This meeting of August 8, 
1946 , closed with a resolution urging the widespread distribution of leaflets 
which bad been prepared by the Mobilization for Democracy. Mobilization for 
Democrac^ha^beenidentified as a Commmist front organization and according 
to HlHHW a paid active informant of the Los Angeles Office, this 
organSat^HRorKs ■ very closely with the Cou n ci l of Hollywood Guilds and Unions. 


SCREEN WRITERS GUILD 


In the October, 1946, issue of the Screen Writer, the publication of 
the Screen Writers On lid, on page 32 there is a note whicl$ reads, *The current 
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outlook and strike in the major notion picture studios began too l&te to 
permit inclusion in this issue of any summary of events** The note then 
Afia on to point out that the Screen Writers Guild has made? an independez 


on to point out that the Screen Writers Guild has made? an independent 
Investigation and found that there was considerable violence at the studio 
gates* It reminded the members of the Screen Writers Guild' that they need 
not go through a picket line where there was any fear of violence and con- 
cluded by stating that thsy would legally assist any member of the Screen 
Writers Guild who was fired or otherwise discriminated against by a pro- . 
ducer for refusing to cose to work*. 

it a so-called emergency meeting of the Screen Writers Guild 
on October 1, 1946, which was reportedly attended by only a very few Screen 
Writers, a resolution was passed to loan the striking unions $10,000* How- 
ever, at a general membership meeting held on November 13, 1946, this pro- 
posal was decisively defeated* 

a screen writer and an informant of the Los 
Angeles Ornce, pointed out that recently there has developed within the 
Screen Writers Quild considerable opposition to the pro-Conminist leadership,* 
This source stated that following the publication of the articles by / 
Wilkerson identifying most of the Executive Board as members of the Communist 
Party, maqf of the writers began to challenge this leadership, and a movement 
was begun to draft a slate of non-Comminlst writers as officers. At a general' 
membership meeting of the Screen Writers Guild, held on November 13, 1946, the 
.following wen elected to executive positions t 


Guild, held on November 13, 1946, the 


President 

1st Vice President 
2nd Vice President 
3rd Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


East Lavery 
Wary Sc Call, Jr* 
Howard Estabrook 
Hugo Butler 
F. Hugh Herbert 
Harold Bachman 


Lavery secured 495 votes, to 293 votes for the opposition candidate, 
Talbot Jennings. This vote doss not In some small measure eliminate a portion 
of the Comaunist influence from the Executive Board of the Guild. However, 

Wary UeCall and Howard Estabrook have both been Identified in several Comaunist 
front organ! gat ion s. Through a highly confidential but delicate source it was 
ascertained that the records of Elisabeth Benson, membership director of the 
Los Angeles County Communist Party, reflected that Hugo Butler and Harold 
Buchm&n were members of the Communist Party. 

At this same meeting, a resolution to loan $10,000 to one' of the unions 
now on strike, in the motion picture industry was defeated; however, a resolu- 
tion to loan $2300 to the Newspaper Ouild was passed* I > 
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The Screen Writers Ouild continues to publish the ^Screen Writer as 
* ^J^fficial publication, and many of the articles are contributed by known 
■embers of the Communist Party* Ihe editorial cosed. ttae of |s*& is presently 
composed oft 

r 

I Dalton Trumbo, Editor 

Gordon tain. Managing Editor 
f J Stephen Morehouse Avery 
Harris Gable 
F. Hugh Herbert 
Hag La nicer, Jr* 

Isabel Lennart 
Sonia Levien 
Theodore Strauss 
Paul triTer* 

Harold J. Saleaaon, Director of Publications 


Of this committee, seren including Trumbo, KShn, Lardner, Lennart, 
Strauss, Trivers and Saleeson are eenbers of the Communist Party. 


In the October, 1946, issue of the Screen filter, wnichwan the latest' 
□e. available at the time, there are six articles. One concerns the estab- 
lishment of the AAA; another, the scope of the Screen Writers Guild; a third 
article by Communists Howard Dims dale and Guy Lodorej the fourth on a technical 
phase of screen writing; the fifth on opinions and motion pictures; and the 
sixth by Communist screen writer Lester Cole on wage negotiations for screen 

writers. 

■< 


Ibis publication contains each month an editorial ^ich in tne October 
issue was devoted to the merits of the AAA, ana in the back of the publication 
there is a aection entitled "Mews Motes." An analysis of these notes clearly 
shows that quite often Communist causes are sponsored or advertised in them. 

For example, the news notes la the October issue of the Screen ’writer reflect: 
(1) an announcement by the California Labor School of a series of courses; (2) 
a production by the Communist-dominated Actors Laboratory; (3) & note regarding 
the symposium of "The Challenge of the Post War World to the Liberal Movement"; 
(4) an announcement of the Cocmimist— dominated Peoples Educational Center; (5) 
details of the new curriculum of the Peoples Educational Center; (6) a note con- 
cerning the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation and the Communist front organization. 
Mobilisation for Democracy; and (7) a note that "Orson Welles has relinquished 
his air time to concentrate on film production; a distinct loss to the forces 
of liberalism on the American air waves*" i 


L 
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_ { ascertained 

Ann Roth Morgan, 860 Westncunt Drive, Los Angeles, and} Ruth Birnkramt 
employed as secretaries In tha of flea of tha Screen Writers Guild. 

This same highly confidential but reliable source reported that, the records 
of Elisabeth Benson reflected both of these women were memberS"T>f the Conamnlst 


Party. - p 

* . 

The Screen Writer is designed by John Hnbley, an artist whoa, according 
to the same source, has been also identified as a neater of the Communist Party. 

. . % 

International Film and Radio Guild 


The International Film and Radio Guild threw a picket line around 
the Avalon Theater on the East Side of Bollywood on January 30, 1947, in the 
first phase of an all-out campaign against the continued production of "inferior 
and insulting" all-Segro quickes currently being produced by a handful of 
Southern and Eastern Independent producers for showing in predominately Negro, 
theaters. The management of. the Avalon Theater in Hollywood cancelled the, film 
"Beale Street Mama" after three showings of the scheduled minimum five-day run* . 
This action combined with violent protests from other leading citizen* of the 
comm elI ty against the continued showing of the Bert Goldberg all-colored 
featurette forced the theater manager to discontinue the showing of the f eaturette* 

A. Frederic!, manager of the Avalon Theater, Issued the following 
statement: "We have a contract with the Alfred N. Sack Amusement Enterprises 
to show 15 of these all-colored films throughout the coast area in the near 
future, but if the Negro people consider these pictures insulting, we certainly 

prefer to .take the consequences with Sack rather than to offend an entire race.* 

'■* “ 

Leon Hardwick, executive secretary of the International Film and 
Radio Guild, explained his organization's position thusly: "For several years, 

I FRO, mCP, the Negro press and various other groups have been lambasting 
Hollywood studios for presenting Negroes in non-compllmentary roles, seeking 
at the same time a more balanced presentation of Negro life on the screen. 
Meanwhile we have been overlooking entirely the practice of a small group of 
money-mad individuals in the 'east and south, who dump these inferior, insulting 
films on the Negro market throughout the country. How can we expect to get 
better treatment from Hollywood as long as this latter evil persists? 


"IFRO, an organization dedicated to the task of helping protect the 
■j interests of minorities in the entertainment world, is launching an active 
* oampalgn against this vicious type of racial exploitation in films and hope 
j others will Join us," 







Listed aaong the officers of the International Ft 
are Superior Judge Stanley Hook, Lena Home, John Garfield 
Cole and A1 Jarvis. 


The above Information concerning this group in a 
Peoples Toice of February 1 , 1947* 


% 

ob|ai 


and Badio Guild 
oseph Calleia, ling 


ned from the 


PgVLLOPiEKTS AS 1 RESULT OF NOTION PICTURE 

“ IKDUSTHI ST&ISE => - 

Foil owing the outbreaks of violence in tbe Hollywood notion pic tore 
iauustiy strike on November 14, 1946, in which at least five homes of non- 
strikers were xeporteuly bombed, unidentified vandals on November 15, stole 
and burned a passenger bus owned by the Tanner Motor Company which had been 
used to transport nonstrikers through the Conference of Studio Unions' picket 
lines* The Los Angeles Held Office reported that reliable police contacts 
confidentially advised that they had identified a Communist from San Pedro, 
California, as probably being implicated in the bombings. The Los Angeles 
Timas as a result of this violence called upon the Conference of Studio 
Unions' loaders to deny or affix* that they were in any way implicated* 

The IATSE representatives on November 15, 1946, again refused to 
confer with the Conference of Studio Unions leaders as long as their members 
were subjected to possible violence. On the afternoon of November 15, it was 
reported that the Conference of Studio Onions held a mass meeting which 
resulted in the sending out of orders to all members that they must assemble 
in front of Columbia Notion Picture Studios the following morning at Oi00 a.m. 
and that any member who was not arrested would be fined »25 by the Union* 

It is reported that Sorrell confided in a police informant that he as well 
as his entire Strategy Committee would go to jail. This picketing, of course, 
would be in violation of the Superior Court's Injunction. As a result of 
this mass picketing, the Los Angeles Police Department arrested approximately 
802 strikers in front of Columbia Studios for violation of the Superior Court 
injunction relating to the limiting of the number of legal pickets. 


The Los Angeles Field Division reported that at a Coanunist mass 
meeting held the previous night, a Conference of Studio Unions representative 
spoke and urged Communists to turn out in mass for the morning picket lines. 

It was later learned that at this meeting which was held to celebrate the 29 th 
Anniversary of the Octooer devolution under the auspices of the Los Angeles 
Communist^ John Stepp, Communist Party organizer for the Hollywood Section, 
urged all present to turn out for picket duty. 

A reward being offered for information leaning to ."the arrest and 
gpavictiou for those responsible for violence in this film strike .has grown to 



$30,000. Governor Earl Barren on November 15* 1946* stated-' that he 'would give 
full cooperation to local authorities who were endeavoring! to determine who 

responsible for the recent bombings and terrorisms* Although the Conference 
* "wE^Studlo Unions leader* Herbert Sorrell* had refused to make any public 

oooment some Conference of Studio Unions leaders were charging that the IATS2 
had imported Chicago gunmen* This, however* appears to be "highly doubtful 
inasmuch as all violence had been directed against members of the IATSE* 

On November 19* 1946* the Conference of Studio Unions picke ts massed 
in front of the RTO studios* The RKO studios at that tins had not secured a 
court order limiting the number of pickets* 

The District Attorney's Office on the evening of November IS* 1946* 
announced that it would file criminal conspiracy charges against the Conference 
of Studio Unions film leaders and a deputy district attorney publicly stated 
that the Conference of Studio Unions action was a declaration of war and 
described It as a, "campaign of lawless violence** According to the Los Angeles 
Police Department* only a few of the . 812 strikers arrested raised ball and 
that the remaining individuals who were Incarcerated in the Los Angeles city : . 
Jfila were starting on a banger strike to call attention to their plight* 

On November 21* 1946* the Los Angeles County Grand Jury commenced 
subpenaing witnesses and Inquiry into violence which had accompanied this strike* 
Also examining evidence against 14 ring leaders who were arrested on the 13th 
and 19th of November* 1946* on complaints issued by the Los Angeles County • 
District Attorney* Those indicted included Herbert K* Sorrell* business agent 
for Painters Union, Local #1421, aid President of the Conference of Studio 
Unions j Matthew Hattison* business agent for the Screen Story Analysts Guild 
^and a Communist; Janes Skelton* Chairman of Strike Strategy Committee; A to rill 
* Berman* radio commentator and Communist j Borval Crutcher* Secretary-Treasurer 
of the IATSE* Local #663* and a Commnist; and Andrew Lawless, Louis Khltaan* 

Eay Rigby* Carl Head* John R. Martin, frank Drdlik* Russell Me Knight, Roy 
Tinsdall and Edward Gilbert* 



On November 23, 1946, these individuals were indicted for felonious 
conspiracy by the Los Angeles County Grand Jury* The 812 individuals pre- 
viously arrested for mass picketing in violation of the Superior Court's in- 
junction were released on $50 bond each on this same date* Tfc e following 
individuals suspected of comslttlng the recent bombings were arrested for 
having in their possession explosives* Robert tcCuskey, alias KcCorskey; and 
John F* Veazey* Eugene Calvin Horton and Robert A* Perry* Horton is reported 
to be a painter* Perry an engineer and the others longshoremen* 








Ob' lovamber 25, 1946, Sorrell made a statement In which be denied 
tjKtrtha Conference of Studio Unions was in any way responsible for the recent 
b^othgs. He made an appeal to the atudlo producers to reopen negotiations 
looking toward a return to work. Spokesmen for the producers eta ted that 
Sorrell* e appeal was udder consideration and it appeared that'tfiS producers 
would reopen negotiations. 

' On Hovember 26, 1946, Superior Court Judge ViUla denied the strikers* 
appeal to dismiss a restraining order Halting the number of pickets andvpiinted 
out that the notion picture studios were caught in a union jurisdictional 
dispute. 

Following the District Attorney’s action of instigating the conspiracy 
charges against the strike leaders, the Los Angeles Office reported tn&t the 
Cocmuniet attorney Benjamin Kargolis, the attorney for the Conference of Studio 
Unions, wts contacted by the Communist Party County Chairman for advice as to 
how far the Communist "press could go in attacking the conspiracy charges. 
Ji&rgolia advised tnat the Conmunist press could call this "an attack on labor, 
and "fascist techniques 11 but cautioned Comunist Party leaders against threaten- 
ing the Judge or alleging corruption. It is reported also that the Coma uniat 
Party lenders urged their members to maintain the picketing and "tough attitude” 
for at least a few more days. 

On December 2, 1946, approximately 50 members of the Conference of 
Stulio Unions picketed the Los Angeles limes newspaper office for alleged 
unfair uewa reporting of the atrike. 

Ihe Mexican labor leader^ Lombardo Tolendano, President of the Latin 
American Confederation of labor, pledged hie support to the Conference of 
Studio Unions. 

It was also reported on December 3, 1946, that former Congressman 
Ellis E. Patterson was employed by the Conference oi Studio unions for 
political liaison work. 

lith regard to the strike itself, it is reported that Sorrell has 
clearly lost the jurisdictional issue and continues to press his new demands 
for higher wages ana shorter hours in an apparent attempt to Justify his calling 
the Conference of Studio Unions out on strike. 

At a meeting held December 3, 1946, office employees of the Inter- 
national Union which has jurisdiction over the white-collar workers in the 
film industry voted to call a strike in all local film exchanges but did not 
wet a date for this strike. Office workers were demanding a 20 par cent 



■eg* increase arid improved working condition*, this local tfis wired the 
fictional Labor Halations Board and the Secretary of Labor under the 
C -iSpElBioDS of the Smith-Conn ally Act for the strike author!® tion and has 
called upon the Central Labor Council to place all notion picture studios 
on the unfair list. Workers in major studios have pledged taeizL support 
to the Office Employee e International Union in the film exchanges and 
should the entire membership of the OKTU go out on strike it would effect 
the stenographic and clerical employees in all major studios except 
Paramount which has a company union for these employees. 

r y . ^ 

On December 5# 1946, Boy X. Brewer, International representative 
of the IATS2, testified before the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
that the current Hollywood film strike was brought about by Cosir, unists. 

It was reported that the House Committee was un«ole to serve a aubpena on 
Sorrell, out it was reported that Staie Senator Itenney, who is Chairman 'of the 
California State Un-American Activities Committee appeared before ti.e United 
States House Commit tee on Un-American Activities and testified taat Sorrell * 
was a Communist Pai ty member. At that time the House Committee indicated , 
that it would call Sorrell to testify at a Committee Hearing which was- tole 
held in laahington, D. C., sometime in January. Hearings conducted by the .. 
House Comittee were being held behind closed doors, but sources believe they 
weie conducting intensive inquiries into the film industry. 

As of Ibcember 10, 1946, the producers still refused to open cego- 
tiations with the Conference of Studio Unions unless tne latter assured them 
that it would act to prevent violence, oLat the Conference of Studio Unions 
would assure them that that they would accept the AIL jurisdiction over this 
strike, and would abide by their July agreement not to ask for additional 
WPge increases. 

3he mass trial of over 800 pickets opened in Los Angeles on December 
11, 1946. Warner Brothers studios reported minor vandalism whan unidentified 
individuals atterpted to chop open a cable of over 200 telephone lines at 
tueir studio. 



fifteen members of the Studio Carpenters Union asked the Federal 
Court in Los Angeles to issue a declaratory judgment. This action was des- 
cribed us unprecedented legal action to settle Jurisdictional disputes. 

Tuese men allege in their complaint that they are unable to work at their 
accustomed jobs because of a Jurisdictional dispute and named both the IATSE 
and Conference of Studio Unions as defendants. 


According to the Los A nb «iea pr^ss, the Los Angelas Field Division 
reported on December 13, 1946, that 35 screen set decorators affiliated 
'filth tn* Conference of Studio Unions petitioned the IATSE to grant them 


-wabership cards in order 
picture studios. 




continue to work 


the motion 





The 14 film union official* and picket* who were 
chargee of criminal conspiracy on January 7, 1947, entered 
guil ty* Sorrell and Uattison in addition to the inciictment 
^MNepiracy have been cnarged with conspiracy to influence and. 
to break an injunction on November 14, 1946. t 


dieted on 
eas of not 
of criminal 
coerce striker* 
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Meanwhile Municipal Judge hllsworth Meyer ha* denied a defense motion:, 
for separate trials for each cf the 2Q2 film pickets now on trial in Los 
Angeles and on January 10, 1947, former Congressman Ellis Patterson, who is 
reliably reported to be a member of the Communist Party, and ftuth Seade, who 
is known to be a member of the Communist Party, appeared at the City Attorney* 
office and demanded that the City drop prosecution against the pickets who were 
arrested in connection with illicit picketing in November of last year. 


Charging *unexcusable brutality* and “unwarranted" persecution of 
film strikers. A^len deist. Southern California Director of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, appealed to the police and District Attorney to drop the 
conspiracy indictment againat the strike leaders. Heist also charged that 
the present mass trials of pickata impinges upon the civil rights of strikers 
and stated that the resources of the Ameixcan Civil Liberties Union would be 
available to those charged with conspiracy and disorder in tne current film 
strike. 


Negotiations for the settlement of this strike ap r ear to oe dead- 
locked and the producers have again stated that inasmuch as it i6 a jurisdic- 
tional dispute it can be ended only by action within tne JLF'L. 



t '■* 
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CONFERENCE OF STUDIO UKI0K5 


h 


(February 14, 1947 to April 22, 194j 

Confidential Informant Los -Angeles reported 

that the Conference of Studio Unlonsy under the leadership of Herbert K. Sorrell, 
a former Communist, la still on strike. Ha stated that picket lines are still 
before^Qie studio gates and all attempts to settle the strike so far hare failed. 

He reported that the Conference of Studio Unions, although an AFL bloc, has the 
s 7 vpethi.es of the CIO and all groups where Communist Influence is felt. Tbs - 
World Federation of Trade Unions has been appealed to by Sorrell and unions in 
France England hare responded. Some of them hav^n^ised to handle file 
in their countries. The same applies, according tofl|^V to South America and 
Mexico -where Comminlsts are strongly entrenched, Yloente Lombardo Toledano, 
head of the left-wing unions in Mexico and a vice president of the no rid Federation 
of Trade Unions, was in Los Angeles during February of 1947, and spoke at a 
meeting of the Conference of Studio Unions, at which time he promised he would - 
shut down erery motion picture theater In Mexico for one day in sympathy with . . 
the strike of these Hollywood unions, •• 

- f. . 


The Bollywood Reporter for February 3, 1947, under the heading 
■Mexican Theater Strike to Aid CSD“ stated in part that Vicente Lombardo 
Toledano, Mexican labor leader, on Sunday night, February 2, 1947, told a C.S,U, 
mass meeting that he was wiring the Mexican union, the equivalent of the I.A,T,S.E, 
in the United States, to call a one day strike of all Mexican theaters on the first 
convenient ‘Sunday, as a means of telling the Mexican public of the Hollywood strike 


It stated that Toledano is in Los Angeles attending a meeting of the 
International Labor Organisation and he was quoted as saying that he was ■wiring 
sy office in Mexico City to write to all Latin American theater unions requesting 
them to take similar action, ■ He said if the strike were not settled by May, when 
the Forld Trade Federation of which he is a vice president meets in Prague, he 
would try to have a world wide one day theater ■close-down ' 1 called. It further 
stated that a majority of the Screen Actors Guild has gone on record as supporting 
the Screen Actors Guild's policy and activities of the Board of Directors in the 
current Hollywood film strike. 


It also stated that the Screen Actors Guild leadership was blamed for 
a lack of moral courage to support the strike in a talk last night by Father George 
Dunne, He called on the Screen Actors Guild to adopt a policy of refusing to 
cross picket lines and thus speed the end of the long studio strike. 

The Labor Herald for February 6 , 1947, stated that the American Labor 
Delegation from the American Federation of Labor objected ; to any consideration 


tv 
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of the Hollywood strike on the grounds that it is s strictly Jurisdictional strike 
and it then was emphasised that Toledano*s presentation wa ^unofficial. 

gf "~ Regarding the Hollywood situation, Toledano said that he had received 
a telegram from Hollywood strikers while he still was in Mexico. The strikers 
asked that Mexican workers refuse to finish work on any films -produced in the 
United States which might be sent to Mexico for completion. His reply was that 
Mexican trade unions “of course** would not finish any such films sent to Mexico. 

It stated that Herbert Woods, a United States worker and an AFL dele- 
gate who was presiding, cut short the, exchange of positions with a reminder that 
“Mr, Toledano*s declarations had been entirely unofficial** and required no 
formal action from the group of delegates. 


. >- 


This is the second strike in two years by this group for control of the 
studio workers. There is no question of wages or hours involved. The present 
■^strike is now in its fifth _ 

r'i'f’ ' V, V- ' *t.< '•A'.i c. -.ip * 1 . ' . n- ‘ 

A benefit to raise money (or the strikers was held at the Philharmonic 
Auditorium on February 6, 1947. All those entertainers appearing or sponsoring 
same have reportedly records of Communist activity or sympathy. The prominent 
ones were: 


Abe Burrows and Irving Reis 

(Co-Chairmen of the Meeting); ; 
Ivie Anderson (Negress) - singer; 
Eye Arden, actress; i 

Saul Chaplin, son of Charlie Chaplin; 
‘ Betty Comden; 

Adolph Green; 

Howard Da Silva, screen actor; 

Anita Ellis, Actors Lab.; 

John Garfield, actor; 

Peter Lind Hayes, actor; 

Dan Seymour; 


Paul Henreid, actor; 

. A1 Jarvis, radio entertainer; 
Sol Kaplan; 

Gene Kelly, actor; v 
Evelyn Keyes, actress; 
Ksrpo Marx, actor; 

Sidney Miller; 

Corinna Mura, actress; 
Stanley Prager, actor; 
Jessie Price, Actors Leb.; 
Alan Reed; 

Keenan Wynn, actor. 



Approximately $6000 was raised. 

| • Agents of the Los Angeles Office attended the show at the Philharmonic 

- Auditorium February 6, 1947, given by the so-called * ‘motion picture stars of 

..Hollywood** for the benefit of motion picture strikers. The program was the usual 
l^songs; dances, dialogue, jokes and skits of various sorts.* Interspersed, there 
V^E.w*** several strike scenes where the police were shown ## nsating up strikers.** 
Usually only one or two strikers were shown as if peacefully picketing, carrying 
banners or 'boards on which some slogans were inscribed. 







The police, usually imral in number, would arrive onthe scene and 
charge the pickets with “conspiracy" to do something end ps Sceed to **bcet up** 
the pickets. At no time did the pickets resist but meekly sufa mitted to the . 

^“^Stended beatings/* ‘ 

There were approximately 3000 persons present. The admission was 
from $1.00 to $5.00. It is estimated that approximately $2500 to $3000 net was 
realised from the box office. In addition, a collection was taken. The contri- 
butions announced were as follows: : ' 


1 

$1000.00 

2 $500 checks 

1000.00 

1 $250 check 

250.00 

1 $200 check 

200.00 

10 $100 checks 

1000.00 

3 $50 checks 

150.00 

12 $25.cb«cka 

300.00 

20 $5.00 bills 

100.00 



En addition to the above, a general collection was t aken by passing 
baskets. The total from the collection, including the above mentioned ee 
announced was $3029. It is estimated that the total net from the entertainment * 
waa at leaat $6000 and may have been as much as $7000. 

This same informant reported that on the morning of March 3, 1947, 
Herbert K* Sorrell, alleged Communist leader of the studio strike, was found ISO 
mjles from Los Angeles in the desert where, supposedly, he had been thrown from 
car. He was found to have been beaten and scratched; he stated that the night 
before he had been kidnapped by three men near his home in Glendale, California; 
that they had threatened to kill him. He had been trussed up and thrown into the 
car, then taken out into the desert and left there. He said threats to kill him had 
been made. 


This story made headlines all over the country. However, according 
to a statement made by Ben Martinez, Business Representative of Studio 
Plasterers, Local 755, who had attended a cocktail part y given by the Studio 
Managers on the ovening of March 6, 1947, this story is falsa. Martin* > stated 
/ that some of Sorrell's own union members who wanted to go to work had, on 
Sunday morning, March 2, 1947, gotten into an argument with Sorrell and beat 
j him up pretty badly; that the- whole story of the kidnapping was a fake manufactured 
IQr Sorrell.. ’ ; - : - . 

— - v V ’ ■ -■ ... • 1 . 

Despite this, the strikers in the studios, aided ba all the forces of the 
Communist Party in Los Angeles County, werdto stage a maaajpeeting to protest 


* s 


69 


SRrinst this “attack on labor'* by the Motion Picture Producer* end the gangster- 
ridden IATSE unions." The me** meeting was to be held et tl* Olympic Auditorium 
In Los Angela* on Sunday evening, March 9. 1947. Those bi£ad to speak svere ihe 


PhillipM. Connelly 
ElllsiL Patterson - 
Waite* J. Turner 

\\ i * . ■ 

‘ \ ‘J' - 1 ' * • ^ • V - - ■ .* 

Joe De. Silva • _. : < T l; ^ ;• ; 

Rev. Father George Dunne 1 

Rev. J. L. Casttn.- .■> > - 

Mary .McCall, Jr. 

Dalton Trurnbo 


j 

Secretary-Treasurer of LAIUC 

Ex-Congressman 

AFL .Pressmen'* Union 

(Candidate for School. Board) 

AFL Retail Clerks, Business' Agent 
Loyola University - \ - 

Negro Candidate for City Council 
Writer 
Screenwriter 


The Conference of Studio Unions Issued a circular on or about February 
10, 1947, entitled ** Anti- Labor Injunctions** in which was stated the following in ; . 

substance: ' : . '* v '.\ v --Y ' 

. "Anti- Labor injunctions ark being issued at the request of 

employers in many parts of the United States, to prohibit picketing, 
eneourage scabbing, breek strikes and destroy unions. , '' 

“Local injunctions have been ruled out in Federal Court and in 
, 26 states, but not in California." 

He fucther stated that in the current Hollywood dispute, the motion 
picture employers have obtained court orders and injunctions without any court . 
hearing, often with violence and with mas* arrests of more then 1000 peaceful 
• pickets. 


It stated that these injunctions aid the employers in their purpose 
which is to smash those unions now picketing the film studios for the following 
advantage a i 


"1. Workable arbitration machinery to settle all disputes 
concerning the allocation of work. 

"2. Signed contracts covering wages, hours and working conditions. 

. **3. Return to their job without discrimination of all workers 
on or respecting the picket Zinas." 

• 1' <«, • i . -1. ' * 

“Variety," for March 10, 1947, under the heading “Six Thousand Haer 
Sorrell at C.S.U. Rally,** stated that approximately 6000 persons turned out last 


night at the Olympic Auditorial to boar Herbert X. Sorrell recount the story of 

' ihijggcent kidnapping and beating. 4 

... 

It stated that those attending the mass seating to ted to send tele- 
grass to Senator Robert A. Taft and Representative Fred A. Hartley, Chairmen 
of tho U. S. Senate and House Labor Committees, protesting proposed legisla- 
tion out la- ring the closed shop and collective bargaining end what were celled 
. „ "restrictive amendments" to the V&gnar Act. Other telegrams were sent to 
v.;' Mayor Bowron, the District Attorney, and the City Attorney of Los Angeles, 

/' denandlng dismissal of the mass trials, apprehension of Sorrell's assailants, 
.and an end to the violence which has characterised the strike. 

In addition to Sorrell, the following persons addressed the seating: 

Bills E. Patterson (former Congressman) 

Walter J. Turner Father George Pinna 

• Rev. Jonathan Caatan Averill Berman ^ . 

: . Phillip M. Connelly Dalton Truabo 

. • ■ ’ 

This informant, who was again contacted between April 9 and 11, 1947, 
reported that there was no evidence of a settlement of the strike, which Is not 
over wages or hours but is completely one for Communist control of the Studio 
Unions. 




!| O 7 


(April 22, 1947 


studio mnoEs 

- May 24, 1947) 


Confidential Informant f the Los Angeles Office 

‘ reported during the first part Communist-controlled 

;bloo of Studio Unions still remains on strike and maintains picket lines before 
the motion picture studios. He stated this strike is now in the eighth month. 
He indicated the motion picture producers are attempting to bargain with the 
strikers but so far nothing has resulted. Ee al30 stated that the usual forces 
Influenced by the Communist movement still support the strike. 
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*.<■ II, *'.CCUMUNIST INFILTRATION OP INTELLECTUAL GROUPS • ' ‘‘T 

* : A , * • ... * — ' — — TT " — — ~ — T . — / 6 ~ 1 — ; 

- ' * ♦ * • • , 

The Communist Party "Directive ” of 1935 directing penetration of 
the motion picture industry included also specific directives to concert- 
trAt.A on thg so^csllsd jnt.A i i ftr.f. iiai groxip i n^l u d i dlrsctors 3 ^ritsrs | 
artists, actors, actresses and highly paid technicians. Reportedly the 
purpose of this , control iejto utilize the motion pictures as a powerful 
instrument of propaganda ana to cause the production of pictures which . 
will serve ; the interests of the foreign policy of the Soviet TTnion through- > 
oul^ the porld. v fihile there, has .been an Immense, program of infiltration. . . ;• 

into the studio labor unions, it is, nevertheless, among the "intellectuals," 
particularly the writers, directors, actors and artists, or the so-called 
cultural field, where most progress has been made and where Communist 
sympathy and influence is the strongest and most far-reaching. As is fre- 
quently the case in handling such groups, the Communist strategy was to work 
through the use. of front organisations which were not openly iaentif iedwith ■ 
the Co mmu nist Party, but which were nevertheless controlled by the Party 
through “the orflci«l‘'»i4b#rdfilpi''’ /,!r \'. & ■' ' * f ‘ ; t • v • ' A 

■ . ,, e v). .. v 

In 1V30 the International' Union or Revolutionary Writers held a *'~ 
convention in Kharkov, Russia, under instructions from the Communist Interna- 
tional. This International Union of Revolutionary Writers was responsible 
for the ultimate formation of the League of American Writers in the United 
States. Many of the writers now employed in the Hollywood Picture Industry 
were schooled in the organization which sprang from this Congress ana those 
writers who were so schooled are reportedly still carrying on for the Com- 
munist Party. At about the same lime, that is in 1930, another organization ’ T 
.was- set up In the Soviet Union known as the International Union of Revolu- - 
tionary Theater.- This likewise, was the parent of a multitude of sub- 
organizations In? the United States called Workers Theaters, Theater Groups, 
Little Theaters, etc. It is reported that all of these projects' v/era under 
the firm control of the Communist Party. The first organisation formed as 
an outgrowth of the International Union 01 Revolutionary Theaters was the 
League of 7«orke'rs Theater created In Ne w York febout lu'^. Tn i t.« name 

ras chaiged to Hew Theater League. 

Now Theater League 



The New Theater League set up a National Executive Board in I935 
' . composea of theatrical representatives in the writing and directing fiela . 

‘ throughout the United States. Among the individuals who have been associated 
with the New Theater League in executive positions ana who are now in Holly— 

. -r _ wood carrying-on its activities are Herbert Kline, director; John Howard 

--Lawson, writer; Albert lialtz, writer; Langston Hughes, -writer;. Clifford Odets, 
writer; Jay Leyda, director;. Viola Brothers Shore, writers Leater Cole, writer; 
mJZj:'} Lillian Heilman, .writer; Herbert. Bibermaa'," director; Frani Tuttle, director; . 






J. Edgar Bromberg, actor; Donald Ogden Stewart, writer, and^ionel Stander, 
actor. A^^o^thes^iersori^iav^soe^identif led as member^ of the Conraum at 

ft? 1 *- - 


Theater. Incorporated 


Con tempo re 


As a part of the Communist Part/ program and under the auspices 
of the New Theater League, there was set up in Hollywood an organization known 
as Contemporary: Theater, Incorporated. Its aims ana purposes were "devoted 
to the production of the best available plays dealing with the struggles and 
conflicts 'of our times." 'This organization was responsible for the production 
oJT such plays as "Peace on Earth 11 by George Sklar and Albert Ualtz, Communist . 
Party members; "Sailors of Cattaro" by Frederick Wolfe, which portrayed a 
revolutionary uprising; and "halting for Lefty," "Awake and Sing," "Paradise 
Lost" and "Until the Day We Die," all by Clifford Odets, a Coranunist Party mem- 
ber. Among the Hollywood sponsors of Contemporary Theater, Inc., were Dorothy 
Parker, writer; Herman Schumlin, director; Herbert Bibernan, director; Dudley 
Hichols, writer; Donald Ogden Stewart, writer; Lionel Stander, actor; Frederick 
March, actor; Florence Eldridge, actress; James Cagney, actor; ^Lewis Milestone, 
director; John Howard Lawson, writer; Clifford Odets, writer, and Frank Tuttle,' 
director. All of these persons have been reported as Communist. Party members ; 
or as members of recognized Communist Party front organizations. 

Contemporary Theater, Inc., had a comparatively short life. This was 
not because of a lack of interest, but rather because it discovered that a 
simpler and easier way to get the Communist propaganda plays before the public 
was to utilize the WPA Federal Theater Project for their purpose. However, in 
1939 the Federal -Theater Project was eliminated from the Work Projects Adminis- 
tration due to alleged Communist control. Therefore the same Hollywood group - 
-.which was Instrumental in creating Contemporary Theater, Inc., again reverted 
to setting up its own theater group and formed the Hollyw ood Theater Alii 


>od Theater Alliance 


This organization reportedly followed the usual formula of a Com- 
munist front group. V.'ithin a few months after its creation the Non-Aggression 
Pact between Stalin and Hitler was announced and the effect on the organization 
was immediately apparent. From a position of support for democracy and the 
popular front, the organization changea to one of isolation, opposition to lend- 
lease, opposition to the Selective Service Act and complete support of the Com- 
munist Party line. 


The first show produced by the Hollywood Theater Alliance was "Meet 
the People," which followed the Communist Party line completely. It sneered 
g at preparation for national defense and contained cleverly satirized propa- 
ganda aimed at preventing aid to Great Britain and in a general 'sense upheld 
'the'posltion of the Conammist Party in its attitude toward war at that time. 


At the present time the Hollywood Theater Alliance _i.s inactive. 
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k'oet of the writers and intellectuals reoponaible for the organisation bar* 
beooae active in the Hollywood Writara Mobilization or other jfront groups 
whioh are now very patriotic* Daring the period of the Hollywood Theater 
A gla nce for the duration of the Stal in-Hitler pact, August 1939 to thine 
T&H, it was extraordinarily successful* f 

Hollywood Anti-Nazi League 

This organisation was one of the most outstanding in the series 
of Communist front organisations set up in Hollywood* It appealed to the 
large Jewish population in Southern California on the basis of fighting Hitler- 
ism and drew financial support from the producers of motion pictures on 
that program* Among the original founders of the Hollywood Anti-Nazis League 
are Donald Ogden Stewart, writer; Dorothy Parker, writer j Gloria Stuart, actress; 
Herbert Elbe man, director; Frederick March, actor; Viola Brothers Shora, writer; 
Gail Sondergaard, actress, and Alan Campbell, writer* All of these persons 
have beam reported to be Comunlsts or Communist sympathizers* Following the 
Stalin-Hitler Ron-Aggreaeiun fact and the consequent change in the Communist 
Party line from opposition to Fasoiss to a program of general isolation, the 
Hollywood Anti-Hazi League was "liquidated." It then became the Hollywood 
League fop Democratic Action* '-- ' i 

Hollywood League for Democratic Action 

Tha program of the Hollywood League for Democratic Action was just 
the reverse of the Hollywood Anti-Hazi League, although the seme people were 
in control of both organizations. Its officers and members included practical- 
ly the same persons who had previously been members of the Hollywood Anti- 
Hazi 'League* As stated above, many of these persons are known Communist 
Party members and in addition, many others, although not definitely Identified 
with the Communist Party, are members of numerous Communist front organisations* 

The organization gradually drifted out of the picture with the 
ooming of the American Peace Mobilization* 

American Peace Mobilization 


This was a nationwide group set up In accordance with the Communist 
Party line of opposition to all national defense measures and the participation 
by the United States in "the imperialist war." The leading figure in the 
Hollywood area was Herbert fiiberman, a director who has been Identified as a 
Communist Party member* Known Comnuniats associated with the group in the 
Hollywood area were Sam Ornltz, John Howard Lawson, Donald Ogden Stewart, 

Dalton Trumbo, Michael Blankfort, Frank Tuttle and Quy fcndore* Mary other 
Hollywood "intellectuals" were reported to be associated with this group 
whose activities as a Comnunist Party front group are well recognized* 

Hollywood Democratic Committee 

The Hollywood Democratic Committee was set up in January, 1943* 



Its announced purpose was the formation of an association cp voters in the ' 
notion picture community to support ’‘victory, legislation" and "victory cariai- 
HftJ.es,'* -It included a number of writers, directors and actors'*who had pre- 
viously been loanT.-ififid with other riomr.v.ini pt front or Communist controlled 
labor groups. 


Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 

; ’ . Over the years from 1937 on, during the period of the war in Spain, 

auasrous Communist front groups had been xoroed-to assist the Communist v V 
cause in Spain. ^ Prominent among these were the Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish 
Democracy, Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign,’ Spanish Refugee Ship Mission, 
Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, Hollywood Committee for Writers in 
Exile ana the United American Spanish Aid Committee. Those groups had found 
neabersiiip and support among the intellectual colony in tho Hollywood area. 

The remiiants of all these groups were consolidated together witn the forma- 
tion of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee. Committee. The organization is re- 
portedly completely Communist dominated and 'is said to be Interested only . in v, : 
those refugees whose political opinions coincide with those who are in Control" 
of the cesnittee. A cheQk of Jthe personnel and those in charge and active 
in the organization shows the* same names and control that have been observed ' ' 
in the other Hollywood front organizations. Prominent among them ere Phillip 
Herivale, Robert Roseen, Tamara Geva and Lion Fe uciitv.-cn^er. 

League of American Writers , 

The Hollywood chapter of the League of American Writers is of 
Importance because operating through its tcemoers who are firmly intrenched' . 
In the motion picture industry, it is reported to exercise an insidious 
'‘influence over the type of picture produced. An examination of propaganda 
type pictures reflects that in almost every case the writer or writers, and 
in many cases the directors, are persons who have been identified 83 members 
of the League of American Writers. 


The parentage and control of the League of American Writers by the 
Communist Party is a matter of record. In 1 93u a congress 01 so-called revolu- 
tionary writers was held in Kharkov, Russia. An International Union oi Revolu- 
tionary Writers was formed to cooperate in all countries outside the borders 
of the Soviet Union. The basic purpose or this union was to organise intel- 
lectuals, particularly writers, in all countries, indoctrinating them with 
. the philosophy of Marxian Communism and to create cultural organizations for 
V ' the defense of the Soviet Union. There had already been set up in the largest 
cities cr the United States, groups of writers, artists and intellectuals 
Tr , •-'vllec John Reed Clubs, named after John Reed, the Communist Party revolu— 

' A^^tionary.' ; In January, 1935* * Congress of John Reed Clubs was held in Ken 

York City 'called the First American Writers Congress. . is an* outgrowth of this.- 
. Congress the league of American Writers was formed. 'The National Council of., 
the-- League of American Writers then affiliated with the International Union 
of Revolutionary Writers with headquarters in Uoscow. Thus through the action 
. of its Rational Council the League in America became an affiliate of 
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this international revolutionary organization ■which has always been under 
the control of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union* 


v , 'In approximately 1935 the Hollywood chapter of tl^e League of 
American Writers was formed!* Its purpose was to include thjoee writers who 
^eiu employed in the motion pciture industry in order to concentrate more 
effectively .on the production of motion pictures* Headquarters were set up 
in Hollywood and the organisation has functioned steadily since its formation* 
Among the known Coanmnist Party members or Communist sympathisers affiliated 
with the Hollywood chapter of the League of American Writers are Guy End ore, 
Horton Grant, Paul Jarrlco, John Howard Lawson, 'Waldo Salt, Viola Brothers Shore, 
Teas Slessinger, Donald Ogden Stewart and D&lton Trumbo, 


. The Hollywood Chapter of the League of American writers has as an 
organisation followed the Communist Party Line ever since it was established* 

It is reported that this organisation has now reached such a position of power ' 
and influence in the industry that it can be said that it practicilly dominates 
the cultural section of the motion picture industry* It Is said that the 
entire record of the Hollywood chapter, as well as the record of the national 
organisation of the League of American Writers, shows conclusively that the ‘ . 

Communist Party completely dominates and controls both groups* - -S rV* 

_ . " * • * * '4 - .. 

Ae of yebruary, 1944, it has been reported that a Barber of ix*>e ; 
dlvlduals who were formerly members of the American League of Writers and* 
who were engaged only in writing, have now been promoted to the position of 
directors or producers. Among these are Robert Rossen, Director at Earner 
Brothers; Korean Corwin, Associate Producer at UGH, Vincent Sherman, Producer- 
Director at Warner Brothers; Dora Schary, Producer at RKO; Clifford Odets, 
Prodncer at Warner Brothers; Sidney Buchman, Producer at Columbia; Sheridan 
Oibney, Producer at Paramount; Julius and Hilll ip Epstein, Producers at Warner 
Brothers; Arthur Schwartz, Producer at Warner Brothers, aid E. T* Harburg, 

* Producer at UCW; : . 


Hollywood School for Writers 


The Hollywood School for Writers is a subsidiary of the Hollywood 
Chapter of the League of American Writers and is said to be a transmission 
belt whereby budding writers and those who have ambitions to become writers 
are developed along the political lines followed by the League of American 
Writers and conditioned for eventual membership in the League and the Communist 
Party, The School for Writers was established in October, 1939 by the Holly- 
wood Chapter of the League* A careful check on all instructors and lecturers 
who have appeared before classes in the last two years shows that there has 
not been one eho has not been identified either as 9 Communist party member 
or as a member of recognized Coanmnist front organizations* 


Hollywood Canteen 

* — 

The Hollywood Canteen is a project set up and operated by the 
various labor unions and guilds connected with the aotioi^ picture industry in 


5 



* 


Hollywood. As the name Implies, and as stated In its literature, the par** 
pose of the canteen Is to furnish entertainment and recreation for men now 
serving in the Armed Forces of the United Nations* The organization Is 
incorporated under the laws of the State of California as a non-profit or— 

'■ {{animation. 

The movement to establish this canteen began in August, 1942, and 
was a proposal of a group within Local 47, American Federation of Musicians* 

Of the individuals active in creating the canteen, J. K. Wallace, Carroll 
Hollister and Sam Alberts, are all members of the Coamnist Party. There 
immediately became affiliated in the movement a number of labor organizations 
attached to the Conference of Studio Unions, which Is Comnnnist dominated. 

With the exception of the American Ouild of Variety Artists, all the groups 
active in the formation of the Hollywood Canteen are reported to be under 
Communist influence. Following the formation of the canteen, however, 
practically every union in the motion picture industry became affiliated with 
it* 

The present officers include Bette Davis, President ; Carroll 
Hollister, Vice President] John Garfield, Vice President, and J* K, Valla ce. 
Vice President. Hollister and Wallace have been Identified as Ccmnnuist % Party 
members end Garfield has been associated with numerous Communist front groups* 
A number of individuals on the Board of Directors and on the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Hollywood Canteen are reported to be either Connunist Party me ut- 
ters or members of recognized Cornu ala t front groups* 

It is reported that there is little doubt that the inspiration for 
the creation of the Hollywood Canteen originated in Communist circles. It 
la also said that there is no doubt that Cosmunist dominated individuals have 
much to say about the conduct of the canteen. However, owing to the fact that 
so many organizations and persons not sympathetic to the Ccmnunist cause are 
also interested in the work of the canteen at the present time, there has cot 
been any definite attempt at propaganda or other Communist activities* 

Cinema Post American Legion 

Information has been received that in Jkine, 1943 > an effort was 
made by Comnunist individuals in Hollywood labor groups to form a post of the 
American Legion to be known as the Cinema Post* Norval D. Cratcher of Film 
Technicians Local 683, was the leading figure in the organizational campaign; 
Crutcher, as mentioned above, was a member of the Communist Party. Approxi- 
mately forty prospective meabers' rere obtained for the Cinema Post and it 
was reported that a temporary charter was issued by the Los Angeles County 
Council of the American Legion. It wae reported that the purpose In setting 
up this post was to obtain an American Legion group which would counteract 
^ the or it leal action of the American Legion generally toward Communist propa- 
ganda pictures. The formation of this post was not successful due to the fact 
that the national headquarters of the American Legion withdrew the temporary 
charter which had been granted and refused to issue a pex&anent charter. 


r \ 


Acton Laboratory 

i 

As of February 1 ., 1944, it has been reported that a school was 
ned In the Santa Monica Junior College to train enlisted ran of the 
U, S. A ray in the show business* Ibis school was established In December, 

1943, under the supervision of the Ara^y Special Service Forces, Hinth 
Service Command, and contained a selected group of 500 enlisted ran from 
eight states who were to be instructed in the various types of entertain- 
ment to be presented to the Axved Forces* 

s.' ~ 

t a * ‘ “ : 

Information has been received that the principal instructors in 
this school were persons who were members of, or instructors in, the Actors 
Laboratory* It is reported that the Actors Laboratory Is an organization 
set up by a number of known Common 1st a and persons affiliated with Communist 
Party front organizations in the motion picture business for the estenslble 
purpose of teaching motion picture acting. In reality, it is reported to 
indoctrinate those who attend meetings or classes with Communist philosophy. 
Among the reported Coammlst Party members connected with the Actors Laboratory 
are Helen l-evitt, David Heilveil, Phil Brown, Roman Bhonen, J* Edward Bromberg, 
-‘orris Camovsky and Jules Dassin* Among the persons reportedly acting as 
instructors in the laboratory who are reported to be Connunist Party members 
were Irving Reis, Frank Tuttle and Gloria Stuart* 














Bwbt"* ISSJbt _^x 



S^'aBSSBES 

“-Ti 

» • * mi 




amae 




^ ll *6i**R»E8E85EB 


MrfaE 




m 


t l x T •*' 


ir w* MviiP 'jTTTj y 173 
t **1 \ 'f5fc*^fl**** 


1 • '.■ J 




BY*T*T1 
P>7jC7»1B 

Bp S, »y *»] 

TTjrifiUi 


- wu» «ni«ji*»*Lcn tv r?XBM is reirjery, 

pra*ln«rt »rit«r» # dlr«ctort 4flc actor* aoJ laid to b* opposed to tt* L\*iiuniiv 
inflo^c* In W option piotar* lndu*tTX« k ovnhtr rt I»U>r 

U*d«* «tb alrt of filiated adit th« M*'t«< Ai\"/B>**f£tc*rt ofth* ereonljitiM?'** 

in^idf. i' /::^^v;;:^;, . -,\ «r.£ K 

^^>j. : .'.^ ; 'T" : Stti VMd|1hHfaitat , v i? l***^- : ' W 

’• , ' 9«orj* |n» I| Iw^tiY* 9#«r#^ttf * : , ■ .■* ;; ?'S.. .■% •*>■ - v* .v«. i ,...-: ' • 

-■ -V Jm*9 * ''iMiimim,. Qfa*irmo»f . .tttT 

tf jiotica pdOtusaJ^fW***!* hiv* apokdff be*#*!*. tML* group. < ^ r - 

•nd bjr* .l^rtt^apitfar. ftp. It* «ti-C<*«gni*t 4 m in&adoj&arit 'tJ«A€,-.-^r^ 
GWttMpq* jragraf^*' >* d^ 4 iwtJ*roraln«*r Jfeftf*.* *:&£ : : ^&- ■.*•*?*■** 


*»^-*t*; 

l-vy.ijSsi^t ^9t 


*■* 'V^i 

• _-^r r ^v^ 


> . ~y : *iF:'- s/ . 

*- -' ir ** • 


7 ’ ft* «• 'i» fa ha ban Ur v^Mt of tiforou* attvdt* >y' Bid co^ardrt 

apipikujJM raporWdly he* llnwJop *U Ccvsuniit eon troll «d unlove, p41d* .- 

'■'•• .> r.' r "^.'.'. 1 ' : >- : .?^ : #?» ^ . V*? Vv" >• • - -- -• ’* < “ V V' . ...-, V 




-ItH ^ ’ 






55S255 







vsssm&m 


.- *' r " 


PHJ 


JUvjSI 


* t j 

f B-Aih'Bi 1 » a 

b*' -4 i- > 



5r¥» ^.wafaiif 

Mm 




'ft »r % “ ijB ^ 



*' "mrri ’ ’ 


v^c >>TL«rc. .-fa _jjs * >m crauoos* ty vts^^jarier :* ■ r tei* Tyttcrf*^-. 

£_ foard»V liF^3 -£ra ^3i afo lpI94\< 'TyT^foga *-^ -s ^,'^ f 

**H V^owl »**# (msrunlat fi\rri gr vu o tTn^V i t "waw^o«?i at 'ierori - p >i 
•i ei»*«y^to «TKtW.# fl«» «| viitf ^Loi« v |h« h'oilywpod Trltera V -tali action 4 Ld-V--^ 
. w* bw^*i sti^a* sOaring guocMd wssg it ti)S_ti«# ©r the l 
~ y*^-ra#*u Vn-lttW 'Ttt nnrviuoeed pttmod©*^* til kid to cV defense 'Jv©* ;•£ 

3 e£ the wc< ^rgc tl c r.iXy^ »~L3t, .A5d la *uu»~gc. ilau rta 


. .,:. rtr, .-. rt»4-i agfe, :^*^^<** ^ r.^ ‘ r ^ /-- ...^ 

;. .. #f-. I at *rc Jft. .,£*&<)»»; it* latter is me 

L.mri *,tch tn ?sy r 1 )U ropdrtftdiy e«» trlbrt W t25i^afe ktSX^i^ ixiMt* 
;~c :Ui»tta«i to cirtf da its wortf* tr»e chiln«. ©i ^%3R "#• k, ia :ki*rt 
...acmr^.i flirt o tor sad prvducsr 'rtaj* know) to fc* a sab er i.T t!?» Ti f.Tc-.^c it .•». '• 
“■ twUflfr r<ar*l«m ?«rVis ^cllyw-.od. ;\ 


_rr~.. ; * v T.-fc- 


.3-* '"elixir?:-:; 
«>!*■ ’ «"*>* **■ *•»■*. 


F ’jf-AMoRQl C«i 


. . , •,.-* w ww igrwu^ xdc.k: as ^a^yTwtttJA •„,, . 

-W^! :ri ^*?L frfo*? V -*^ 4 C £ 'ik -ai*»ti 0 Md aejrliqr in^tho pwsomcua^ ta in of fs .co*. i ,- 

Lfli^pai ct, iw*riacnirtt«rf.‘lV Ringed ~i$j».-' oj*©' foil* trig 

*m$$**& 

%$£* political tflccp#; »r.t( 6 wttw»l orf«iit«tlco < .-,; 4 ©'ttiii sohocr.^. 


ir«rt«B trrliingi^iKiin^ Hrectli^i rftit wrtt'n© ,t«T , -vT- i 

^3 tubjcetc md, ore elc*«ly tied to action pletara f«ta»triov., >»»••* -^!r^4f^ 

ti' l* k”!^«Q tfiCiUtzift ? r >rty a«bort ; eho _«*t •«_ ix* tjructon tb* t #opi*it'> c^*c fttit?n^L_' • 
•Vw CanUriire Hire^^ea*!*, oerwn wrlttrj fdyard-^ltaoaca, is roan artist | 

C*/t«i^oga» £<SMu»Ut Pzrt& dimctlonarjf i itstf cro^-v v4 

.‘-.^ ter **e writer} Joris lv«w, screen director j,: 2)«ro thy .’ret, »or«er k actr»«sj ^ 

■ Tattls* scresn^ dtrectnrj ju Lfl din&i -flap-itt ; c<ator cf t> nr^*j •'* ^ 

•5 '; Crtrltt 'Ji'Jtttt aftd iaa*tet«oli*; sttortiytp ^Tt li^ eV^orfrefl tSs* tbe %ur»3i :;v. - 
tM# •• soxjooI 1* ti» dlliscaiRiUcfk cf Coeasdnist prepsta^i anfl t^t it opiates 
. '.' ? «k « .-■wiisui'bi * tr-iiissi wd.on td. t for $>• ^ceoamis t Perty* • * . ju " ’ * ' '* ■•;; 


S^ne^v-'T 









I 


Hollywood Writers Mobilization - \ . w„ 

In June, 1944# it was reported that the Hollywood Writers 
robilixatlon would produce a number of documentary films for the Overseas 
Dranch of 0S7I. This arrangement reportedly was made through Robert Riskin, 

Chief of the Overseas Bureau of Films for 0771, a former motion picture 
producer in. Hollywood who was a msnber of the League of American Writers and 
a dose associate of John Reward Lawson and Robert Boa sen, both of whoa are \ 
Connuniat Party members. • Roeseu la Chairman Of ths Hollywood writers -i. 
Mobilization. ; ^.V -i\-. ; . - ... . v. • • • -*>. * - . • •;/. 

An article in the "Peoples World, " West Coast Co mmun ist nows 
organ, dated June 9# 1944 indicated that a Committee of the Hollywood 
VTriters Mobilization would have responsibility for 'writing and producing 
all documentary films for overseas distribution. Among thoso namod as 
participating in this program are *•-. John F.-Cohee, Professor Franklin r-,- 
Fearing, Philip Dunne, Robert ^Eoe sen,, James Hilton, Charles Brackett, Haro VV 
• Connelly, Reward Estabrook, Frances Goodrich, Albert Hack ott/ John Houseman,'' V ‘ '■ 

Talbot Jennings, Howard Koch, Emmett Lavery, John Howard Larson, kary McCall, Jr., 
Allan Rivkin, Allan Scott and Harry Tugend. Of the above individuals, Cohee, 
Rossen and Lawson are knewn to be members of the Communist party and extremely* 
active. All of the other individuals have been associated with one or more 
Com m u n ist Party front groups and most of then were members cf the League 
of American writers, an organization which was corpietely Communist Ruminated 
and controlled. ■:,.»> - - _ - • • 

•• It has also been reported as of June, 1944 that the following ' r , ? 

-J-abor unions in Hollywood are cooperating with the Hollywood Waiters '<* 1 

Mobilization. All of these unions are described as Comnunist controlled. 

Screen ?/riters Guild 
Radio Writers Guild 
Independent Publicists Guild 
Screen Story Analysts Guild 
Screen Publicists Guild , 

Los Angeles liewspapor Guild 

Hollywood Democratic Committee 




A a of June, 1944 this Committee was described as the spearhead of the 
attack on Congressman John U. Costello, a member of the Dies Committee, who 
raxi for renomlnation in the 15th Congressional District in California. Costello 
.was defeated.. Nominated in hie place was one Kal Stylos, a radio commentator, 
-who is reported to have followed the Communist Party line. The Hollywood 
Democratic. Committee announced,, tfcat\lt* had raised a sum of <$50,000 to be used '19.,. 
in the. .local campaign. It Is. r ep or ted that the efforts of *ihi* Committee were 
coordinated with ell other Communist controlled organizations directly and 
indirectly connected with the motion picture industry. The Hollywood Democratic 
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■‘^omralttee la described as the leader In political action in the Hollywood 
corarunity. Among candidates who were supported by the Hollywood Democratic 


uonraitte'J and who were successful were: Kalen Gahagan Douglas, wife of actor 
Kilvin Douglas, who secured the Democratic nomination in the 14th Congressional 
District; Ned Healy, Democratic nominee in the 13th Congressional District; 
Ellis E. Patterson^ Democratic nominWjln the 16th Congressional District. . . - 
P.opar.tedly, all three of the foregoing individuals had the unqualified support 
of the Communist Party in connection with their elections. / 

Two membors of the Executive Board of the Hollywood Democratic 
Committee received nominations for the State Assembly in California. These 

i ndiviftnzils /llhnft. an-*? « nl «««?/>« 


rere Albert Dekker and Lucille Glcaouu 


to be active in Communist front groups. 


both of whom are reported. 


fotlon Picture Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideals 


• » An intensive campaign is still In progress on the part, of the 
Communist Party to attack' the UFA. A grcaip of' 33 Hollywood organisations,' 1 
including a number of Conmunist dominated union locals and guile’s, have taken 
the lead. This group is referred to by the Communists as "The 38 Guild." 
hnrior the leadership of John Howard Lawson and Colton Trucbo, both known 
r embers of the Communist Party, plans were made for a largo mass meeting to 
be held in tl.s middlo cf June or early in July to attack the LTA. Lawson is 
definitely the directing force of tho anti-KPA mov ament, according to 
reliable informants. It was, planned that this mae ting should be used to.\. 
start a concerted campaign against the UP A and to show it as a menace to the ' 
entiro movie industry* and as one which would affect the pocketbooks of every 
person lri the industry. The issue of Comminisn was to be avoided and it was 
planned that the UFA would be attacked on tho ground that it was a danger to 
the movie industry as a whole. 


It has also been reported tliat this group of motion picture studio 
unions held several nestings and set up a planning committee to devise a modus 
oporandi for spearheading tho-attack on M'A. John Howard Lawson is also known 
to be advising and directing the strategy of tliis group. Informants roport 
this group contemplatod adoption of the name, Hollywood United Film Front 
(HUFF), and that it appears to bo a Communist front group in the making. 

Latest information is that tin mass meoting mentioned above was to 
be held at the Hollywood American I jgion Stadium June 25, 1944, for the 
purpose of putting the HpA out of existence. 




) 


J 



Hollywood ffrltera* Mobilization 


On July 5, 1944, an election of officers of the Him was held with 
the following results i • - 

"V t ‘ '*7 ** * ' * * * ’* • ... i > i ' ■ «. i. k , < • , » 

v ' 7 ]taett Layery — Chairman, replacing' Robert Rossen. \ 

\ Dr. Fra nklin Fearing, Professor, of Psychology at U.C.L.A. - First \ *•'.< 

# Vice Chairman. 

17. P. (Bill) Blowitz, Hollywood Publicist - Second Vice Chairman. 

John Houseman, Screen Writer - Third Vice Chairman* 

Abram S. Burrows, Screen Writer - Treasurer. 

Howard Estabrook, Writer and Associate Producer - Secretary. 

v ; V Of the above listed officials, Blowitz and Burrows have been idsn- • 

^ tified as Communist Party members and all of the others have been affiliated ' 

; v .. . with one or more Communist. Party front groups* Of interest in connection .. 

with La very’ a election as Chairman is the fact that John Howard Lawson, lead- 
ing Communist in Hollywood, conferred with Robert Rossen, former Chairman of 
tho HWU and known Communist Party momber, prior to the elections. At this 
time Rossen stated that he had held office for three years but that there was 
some objection to him and upon the suggestion of Lawson it was agreed that he 
;V. would decline to run. Lawson is reported to have believed this to be a good 
~ ; idea. in order that Rossen might devote himself to the overseas film, work of 

.;>y owi.y . ••• - ,y. ; ; yy'- - •' . y 

In furtherance of the plan whereby the Hollywood Writers* liobilita- 
tion «d.U direct and produce documentary films for overseas use by OWI, it is 
reported that in July, 1944* Phillip Dunne, former Hollywood screen writer 
and next in authority to Robert Riskin of CWT, appeared in Hollywood to coo- ' 
plete arrangements for the production of these pictures by the HfiU. Cn 
July 7, 1944, Dunno spoke before a meeting of the HEM at tho Beverly Hills 
Hotel, outlining the program. and stating its objectives. Also speaking at 
this time were Albert iialtz and Robert Rossen, both prominent in the Hollywood 
writing field and both merabora of the Communist Party. 


m 


An editorial board was set up to direct the writing of the scripts 
for the Overseas Branch of OiTI# The following known Communist Party members 
are on this board: John Howard Lawson, Robert Rossen, Sidney 3uchman, and 
Meta Rein. All of the remaining members of this boa rd have been id entified 
with one or more Communist front groups. ■ 
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Council of Hollywood Oullds and Unions 


^ In Jhne, 1944* the Comm 1st attack on the MHL crystallized In 

the formation of a group known as the Emergency Committee of Hollywood Quills 
and Unions. This organisation was composed of seventeen Hollywood labor 
organizations , many of which are reported to be Communist dominated. The 
so-called Emergency Co an it tee arranged for a sees meeting to be held June 28, 
1944, in Hollywood for the purpose of attacking the UFA. Appr oxim ately 
• 1,000 persons attended this meeting during the course of which the MPA was 
bitterly attacked as anti-Semitic, anti-Roosevelt, and anti-labor* Prominent 
speakers at the meeting were Walter Hanger, motion picture producer; James 
Hilton, prominent writer and member of the Screen Writers Guild ; Sidney 
Bachman, producer of Columbia Studios and Herbert K* Sorrell, President of 
the Conference of Studio Unions* Buchman is a Connnnist Party meaber and 
Sorrell is a former meaber. At this 'meeting it was decided that a permanent 
group sltould be formed to combat the attacks brought by MPA and others 
in the movie industry* This group will be known as the Council of Bolly- 
wood Guilds and Unions. The Los Angeles Of flee has indicated that this 
is a new Comanist front group* ' -•> •' " 


Motion Picture Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideals 



As of July, 1944, the HHL continued to be the only organized oppo- ~ 
sition to Communist activity in Hollywood, It remained the target for attack 
by the Comannlst element. Reportedly the Coauminlsts, having failed in their 
first tactic of attempting to force the producers and heads of the industry 
to eliminate the organization on the grounds that it would 'disrupt the 
industry, " have now changed tactics and are carrying on the fight with the 
organized labor groups. Informants report that it appears possible that 
the Counnnists will foment a labor war in the industry by misrepresenting 
to the workers that the UHL is *a tool of reactionary interests’* designed 
to disrupt the labor unions and destroy their gains in the industry. 

Peoples 1 Educational Center 


This organization^ which has been described' above as a con firma tion 
of the old ftollywood Writers’ School, continues to be active as a so-called 
labor school' in the Hollywood area* On an advertising list of sixteen in- 
structors appear the names of five persons who have been definitely identified 
as Communist Party members. These are: Abram R. Burrows, Edward Buytrik, 
Charles Morton Grant, William Shore, and Michael Uris* When this venture was 
. first set up, many local labor unions affiliated with it because it was 
reported to them as a labor school. However, it is reported that some unions 
have already- withdrawn when they learned it was a Communist propaganda center* 
'" On July 8, 1944, the California A. P. of L. State Federation of -Labor 
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" unanimously repudiated" this so-called Educational Center as not being a 
"bona fide" labor school and so have notified all local unions belonging to 
the Federation* 

Cinema Foot Ansr _ 


/ - . > The charter for this post was installed on April 1,. 1944, after 
much opposition from local organizations and' individuals. The opposition 
reportedly was caused by the evident Communist influence over those arranging 
for the charter. 

In connection with the Communist activity in the American Legion, 

Los Angeles inf ormants report- that in September, 19 A3, an organization called v 
National Conference of Dnioir Legionnaires was formed, the purpose of which 
was to "neutralize the legionvin labor disputes." Charles Vencil of Los Angeles 
was eleoted President of this group and Dr. Robert Zieglar of Los Angolas ; . 

was elected Regional Ties President, Informants report that the National 
Conference is distinctly a Cn-nm nMst effort and stems from Communist Party 

American Cocoittee of Jewish Writers , Artists and Scientists - Hollywood Chapter 

As of July, 1944, it was reported that a group met at tho home of 
I. H. Prinzmetal, investigator far tho Hollywood anti-Nazi League and Attorney 
for U.Q.U. Studios, and set up an organization with the above title. The 
purposes of the group were outlined as "problems of Jewish unity, cultural 
relations with world Jewry, cooperation with World Jewish Congress in Palestine, 
and the Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee for Moscow." The meeting reportedly 
v/as almost completely composed of persons connected with the Hollywood Lotion 
Picture Industry, all of whom, have been connected with Communist Party 
activity. Known Communist members at the meeting were Albert iialtz, Paul 
Jarrico, Jack Moss, Eva Shafran, Director of tho Communist Workers' School, 
and Abraham Maynudos of the International Workers Order (TVO) . Los Angeles 
Informants report the new organization is apparently a Communist front group. 

Hollywood writers' UoblllzatdfcDcflB^H^kv 


■ t As reported in July, 1944, the Hollywood Writers' Mobilization 

effocted an arrangement with the Office of War Information for the production 
of several documentary films. In August, 1944, an article in the Hollywood 
H ^-"Daily Variety" indicated that a number of these films to be produced in the 
'’t^^Jnear future would deal with postwar and international planning as well as air 
^ .cadet recruiting and Red Cross campaigns. Details concerning the films 
■ pXanned are being set out in Section IV of this mem orandvuiV 

- 14 - mbmhbh 



Actors* Laboratory : <-*• - ’ * | ■ 

' - ' In August, 1944, the Actors' Laboratory was reported to be completely 

Communist controlled and to constitute an important factor in the Communist 
apparatus in the Hollywood motion picture Industry. An article appearing in 
the Los Angeles Times for August 10, 1944, reported that a troop of seven 
players, the first of four such groups to be provided by the Actors' Laboratory, 
had left for England, to begin & six-month tour for the entertainment of Army 
service personnel. Of the seven individuals, three were reported to be .known 
Communist Party members, namely. Art ( Art hur ) Smith, Ned Glass, and 11a ry Jo—'.-*/ 
Sills. . 


Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions 


In August, 1944, it was reported that two additional unions had 
Joined this Communist front group, namely, the Screen Actors' Guild, a. F. of 
L,, and the American Federation of Musicians, Local 17, A. F. of L. These 
two unions are described as two of the most powerful in Hollywood. Both ..v 
include a number of kn own Communis t Party members. It was reported that, the'* 
purpose pf the Council is to fural^ Communists within the 
Hollywood labor unions', ’ 


Hollywood Democratic Committee 

In August, 1944, it was announced that on September 15, 1944, a dally 
newspaper would enter the Hollywood publications' field to be sponsored by the 
Hollywood Democratic Committee. Los Angeles informants reported that it can be 
safely assumed that this publication will also be a Communist propaganda organ 
^ since the Hollywood Democratic Committee itself l^^Comnunia^^j^t group. 

General Political Activity of Cultural Groups 

As of August, 1944, it was reported that tho principal Communist 
activity and propaganda in the motion picture industry i3 directed toward 
the coming national and local elections. The activity of Hollywood Communists 
was reported to consist largely of their work through Democratic Committees, 
Trado Union Committees, Cultural Groups, Hollywood Writers' Mobilization, 

Jcreen Writers' Guild, and all other front organizations, in supporting cer- 
tain candidates for office at the coming fall elections. 

Hollywood Democratic Committee 


Informants have advised that this front organization has now oecoae 
tho most important political group in Southern California due to its connec- 
tions with tho motion picture industry and the prestige derived. therefrom 
and due to the further fact that it has enrolled within Its membership many 
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prominent persons end well-known writers. It has announced*that It will 
launch a campaign of publicity for its program within the nfcxt sixty days, 

* utilizing the talents of its membership as writers, speaker^ and workers. 
Ai CrrSepteciber 6, 1944, the Hollywood Democratic Committee held a meeting, 
the purpose of which was stated to be "to mobilise writing talent for the 
election campaign." Among those at this meeting were Donald Ogden Stewart, 
Dalton Trunbo and Olivia de Ha vi Hand. Stewart and Trumbo are known Com- 
munist Party members and Olivia de Haviiland has been associated with 
numerous front organizations . It was reported that 143 writers of the 
motion picture industry endorsed this meeting and of this group, 76 writers 
are reported to have records either of Communist party membership or activity 
in various Communist front organizations. Reportedly the writers affil- 
iated with this group will offer their services to the CIO Political Action 
Committee or to the United A. F. of L. Political tnMon Cn.T-nU.t.Rft. 


Hollywood Free Press 


It has been reported that the Hollywood Democratic Committee on 
September 15, 1944* will commence publication of a daily newspaper which, 
it is stated, will have a circulation of 500,000 in Southern California. 

Tho paper will be under the supervision of the HDC and allegedly will be - 
called the Hollywood Free Press. A meeting was held August 23, 1944, in 
Hollywood to consider material available for the first issue of this paper. 
Among known Communists present et this meeting were Dalton Trumbo, George 
Fcpper and Eddie Blum. A special edition of the paper was planned in con- 
nection with the campaign to elect Styles and Healy to Congress in the 
Lo3 Angeles area. 

Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions 

Informants advise that this organization has now grown to such 
size that it has enrolled 21 of the most important key unions in the motion 
picture industry. Although it is composed mainly of unions affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor, it coatains several independent cultural 
unions such as the Screen Writers' Guild. During August and September, 1944, 
it has taken into its membership the Screen Actors' Guild and Studio Utility 
Employees' Local 724. These two unions are said to represent some 12,000 
members . Informants advise that the Council is well on the way to achieving 
domination of the Hollywood Motion Picture Labor Unions, which has been a 
program of the Communist Party for some time. 


The Council issued a 34 page booklet attacking the notion Picture 
Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideals and mailed the booklet 
to every union and political organization throughout the United States. It 
^jras reported that 10,000 copies were printed. The content is said to be a 
: most, violent attack on the MPA, accusing it of having been sympathetic to 
The DAS and implying connections with Father Coughlin, thejchristian Front, 
the KKK, Gerald L* K. Smith, Joe Mcffllllaas, and the individuals now on 
trial in Washington, D. C. for sedition. The address shown in the booklet 
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as the headquarters of the Council la 165$ Worth Cherokee Aye rate, Hollywood, 
California, which, ia the address of the Screen 'Writers 1 Guild, a comple tely 
Communist-dominated union. , 

Cineaa Ftost #561, American Legion 

In September, 1944, it was learned that as of August 1, 1944, a 
permanent , charter was issued to this Post of the American Legion. As stated 
earlier in the memorandum, considerable opposition had been encountered} how- 
ever, a temporary charter had been issued at this Poet in December, 1943, and 
an investigation had been made by ooe George Contreras, a Deputy Sheriff and • 
Legionnaire in Los Angeles, to determine the validity of charges of Com- 
minist control. Contreras allegedly made a favorable report to the national 
headquarters and an Installation ceremony was held on or about April 1, 1944, 
which resulted in the granting of a permanent charter. The persona chiefly 
aotive in this group have been Norval Crutcher, Bobert Lester alias Robert 
Watson Leicester and Don King. King and Crutcher are known to have b een Coamanlat 
Ftorty numbers and Lester has been associated with numerous Cornua niat move- 
ments. However, at the present time none of these individuals hold important 
offices in the Pact, 

Writers for Roosevelt 


A Daily Worker article for September 16, 1944, reported formation 
of the above organisation for the purpose of securing election of Roosevelt. 
The sixteen members of the main executive committee included Dalton Trumbo , 
Ouy Endore, Edward Blum and Edward Eliscu, all of whom are Comnnist Party 
members. Members at large Of the Committee included Julius and Phillip 
Epstein and Paul Trivers, reported to be Communist Party members. It la 
said that the group is affiliated with the Hollywood Democratic Committee. 


General 


During the latter part of September, and during the month of 
October, 1944, a number of the Conminist front groups, including the Joint' 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, the Hollywood Writers Mobilization, the 
Peoples Educational Center, the Hollywood Women’s Council, etc., dropped 
all other activity and concentrated on the election campaigns. Their 
purpose was to work for the election of those candidates who were backed by 
the CIO Political Action Committee, and with two exceptions those candidates 
were also supported by the United A. F. of L. Political Action Committee. 

The exceptions were the candidacy of Hal Styles for Congress in the 15th 
District in California, and Red R. Healy for Congress in the 13th District. 
All groups centered their forces in the Hollywood Democratic Committee, the 
organization which is reliably reported to be the main front through which the 
• Communist Political Association operates in the Hollywood Section. 
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Hollywood Democratic Conclttee 


This organization, the character of which has befcn described 
hereinbefore, sponsored a political nesting on October 16, I9hh, at the * 
TThn# Auditorium In Ins Angelas, at which nationally known speakers 
were to appear, the principal one being Senator Harry Truman, Tice Presi- 
dential candidate on the Democratic Party Ticket. A list of approximately 
600 names appeared as sponsors of the meeting. This list included “men 
and women of the film colony.* A confidential source advised that in the 
list there appeared the naasa of many known C omen mists and Coeasunist 
; sympathisers. - \ 


In its political activity, the Hollywood Democratic C omit toe 
sent its members on a door-to-door program. It has also issued a news- 
paper entitled "Fro a Proas. 0 This organ is issued in newspaper stylo 
and has a clnl mod circulation of $00,000 copies. It is atated that the. 
content lo written by known Communists under their signatures. The 
, subject matter of the articles follows the Communist Political Association 
lint. Also In its political activities, the Committee has furnished 
spoakero and entertainment in the form of playlets and skits for all 
gatherings where Communists are motive, particularly in the CIO and A.P. , 
of L. labor unions. Arrangements were made by the Conaittee with a group 1 
known as the °Actora Lab", a Communist controlled school for the develop- 
ment of actors for the motion picture industry. This organization is 
tho original source of the entertainment. 


The Hollywood Democratic Conceit to a has been descrlbod by in- 
formants as one of the dominating influences in the Democratic party of 
Southern California. It has raised a large amount of money, approximately 
$l$Q,uw, according to its claims, which money, according to the Committee 
A as devoted to the election of its endorsed candidates. It might be noted 
that the Committee supported all those candidates who ware supported by 
the Cosmuniat Political Association. 


With regard to its selection of candidates, ilol Styles, a radio 
broadcaster, was soloctod and endorsed by the Caenittae, us a candidate 
for Congress in the l$th Congressional District. Styles was running on 
the Democratic Ticket againstr the incumbent John U. Costello in the 
Primaries, Styles received the nomination. Subsequently there was pub- 
licized Ills background wherein it was alleged that at one time he had 
been the Kleagle and Hxhaulted Cyclop in the Ku Klux Alan in 1927 and 
1928 in Jamaica, New York. He was exposed in the Los Angeles Examiner in 
e series of articles beginning September 21, 1$UL» It la said that his 
namu in Jamaica, Long Island, was Harry J. Stylos. The axpoao further 
stated tiint Styles had been indictod, tried and convicted for the cries 


) 



cf perjury in Jamaica, Hew lork, and had been sentenced from tec to four 
years in prison, the conviction, however, was reversed on jgfipoal, according 
to the articles, end the case wae not tried again. It is Mhid that the 
-discovery sod expose caused coemption within the Hollywood democratic 
~ eiftuittea, and after due consideration it withdrew its endoroeaent of 
Ltyles. Purthemore, some A. F. of L. labor unions in Hollywood which had 
originally endorsed Styles, also withdrew their endorsements. Tno Conauniat 
element in control of the Cosnitteo wanted to continue the endorsement of 
Stylos but in deference to the objections of certain notion picture pro- 
ducers who have supported the Committee, the Communist element permitted 
its withdrawal to stand. Stylos, it night bo noted, was defeated in the 
November 7, 19hh, elections. At least four of the candidates who wero 
supported by the Hollywood Democratic C omit toe won their posts in the 
elections. They ore Nod R. Healy, Congress, 13th District, California, 
(laaly has been described by informants as a follower of the Ccnasunist Party 
line since 1933. )l Holen Oahagan Douslao, Congress, llith District, (A 
source has advised that this peroon was supported by all Communist forces 
and furthermore, that whan sho was active in Hollywood fils, circles, she 
was connected with and supported various Communist front groups.); Kills . 

5. Patterson, Congress, 16th District, (Patterson has boon described by 
an informant as one active In C canonist affairs for a nui&ar of years. 

He has boon a member of or supported a groat number of front groups, in- - 
eluding the American Peace Mobilization, the Hollywood Anti-Hazi Loaguo 
and the Motion Picture Democratic Ccraaittco, all of which groups followed 
the Corns uniat Party line from isolationism to pro-war whon Germany invaded 
the Soviet Onion.); Albert Dekker, California State Assembly, 57th District, 
(Dekker is said to bo one who has followed the Communist Party line for a 
number of years. As an actor he was active in tits How Theater League and in 
the International Onion of Revolutionary Theaters in the Kaw Tork area 
during the period 193$ - 1937. This was prior to his cooing to Hollywood 
where he lator became a Bomber of the Hollywood Do noc ratio Committe e and 
a member of tho gxgeutlve Council of this grou: 



Conference of Hollywood Guilds und Onions 


During Octobor, 19liii, it was reported that t’.ic Council was 
gradually absorbing tho Conference of Studio Unions . According to the 
Confidential Informant, this is the regularly established process of • 

" face-changing*' which ban long been used by Communist elcrcents. The source 
offered the opinion that tho Conference of Studio Uni ana will disappear 
and latar anerge within the Council, not as a group, but as individual 
unions, and tuoso who centre ll«d the Conference will control tho larger 
bloc of twenty-three unions. 


•' In addition, the Council of Hollywood Guilds 
; poaed to sat up a u Labor Canter 1 ' in Hollywood whore all 
'Vi- _juve offica. To dato. however, no progross of note has 

' ' (Ibid.) 


and Unions has pro- 
unions can meet and 
bqen mads. 
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Hollywood Writers Mobilisation 
(Formerly League of Aaorloan, Writers) 


fi 

I 


In the latter part of September, information was received 

that the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, which formerly served as a "front" 
for tho League of American Writers, assumed most of the work of the League 
of American Writers, which organisation passed out of existence. Former 
members of the League of American writers now operate through the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilisation in the political and propaganda fields and through the 
Screen Writers Guild, an indepe ndent labor nniftn re presenting writers in the 
notion picture industry. 



Motion Picture Alliance for the Preservation of Anorican Idea ls 


This organisation, which was fornod to oppose Comunis t activity, 
became inactive during the two Months prior to the elections In Sovoabor, 
l?Uu It has been stated that the Alliance issued a statement to the 
■ ' effect that it did not desire to bo looked upon as a partisan political 
organisation, and therefore was waiting until after the election before ' 

, again becoming active, (Ibid.) 

The following information is being set out under tills section, 
inasmuch as it involves irregularities on the part of UarUbCBS Temple Stokes, 
also known as Mrs. Evurett L, Stokos, who has boon oaployod in tlio offices 
of tho Alliance. 

: „ On October Hi, 19bb, a confidential infomant of tho Los Angeles 

*■ ~ field Division saw in the offices of the Alliance a doouaont containing the 

:* \ nano# of Coosunists, the eource of which information allegedly was the 
FBI, forma l n ations of the document made available by this informant, who 
V hsd obtained it fren the offioec of the Alliance, indicated rather clearly 
that the information therein luul appeared in an F3I report. Tho infomant 
in the n a a n ti c s had been advised the Information in the dccunant had boon 
received frexa ONI. 

As a result of a file check, suspioion centered on Mnribess 
Stokes who has bean carving as a secretary to the Alliance. She was 
fomerly employed by ONI and she is the wife of a Naval officer. She had 
discontinued her employment in May, 19hit. It was subsequently learned 
that ohe had had the opportunity of reviewing an FBI roport from which she 
- had made notes, thereafter typing them into a memorandum. Copies of tho 
i memorandum were furnished to Bordoa Chaso, Hollywood film writer, and a 
■ewbar of the Executive Board of the MPAj Sam Rood, producer and president 
, of the Alliance, and Janes McOulnaoss, Executive Chairasn of the Allianco. 

. ^■.■iVwas learned that McGulnness had had additional copies made and dls- 
7 '"ter;' tributed to the directors of the Alliance . Subsequent information from 
■ McGuinnsas indicated that approximately eighteen copies were nade and 
« y > distributed. ' v 
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r - karibeas stokes admitted obtaining the inforaation from Lt, 

Daniel 2* Qoodykoontz* She alao admitted that lt was a matter of common 
knowledge to high officials of the Alliance that she could obtain informa- 
tion from ONI with the result that whenever they desired a check made on 
anything they would contact her and she, in turn, would oontact Goodykoontz, 

* who would check the files. She said aha understood that such information, 
in all probability, originated with the FBI* She alao admitted seeing a 
copy of the FBI report in question and making shorthand notes from the 
report for approximately two hours, taking down some excerpts and comments 
verbatim* 

While the material obtained by U&ribesB Stokes was reprinted 
in the form of a pamphlet entitled *T7e Accuse* 1 prepared by Borden Chase, 
no distribution was made* 

As a result of the activities of Goodykoonts, he wae imuediatoly ~ 
removed from duty and confined to hie home* Later it was learned that he ‘ 
was transferred to Iceland apparently for his unauthorized disclosure of y' 

ONI information* *■' * 

National Council of American-Soviet Friendship 

The November 21, 1944# iesue of the Dally Worker, page 12, carried 
an article listing the identities of screen stars who reportedly wired greetings 
to the rally held by the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, an 
organization known to be under Communist control, which has for its purpose 
propagandizing the Soviet Union in this country* According to the Dally 
Worker, the text of the message was as follows t 

"In time to come the recognition of the Soviet Union by 
the United States will be remembered ae the beginning of an 
era which brought savagery, Ignorance and hunger to an end* 

It will be remembered as the first step taken toward new horizons 
of a world where security and culture are meant for the happi- 
ness of all people everywhere* 

"On this occasion Hollywood wishes to add its voice to the 
voice of all Americans hailing the mutual bond which exists and 
which will continue to grow between our great country and our 
great Allies* In this friendship lies not only the hope but 
> r~ ^ the future of the world** 1 


Nlcftoia 

Tracy 

Carson 

Egan 

Hando n 
Pe lining ton_ 
Quinn Tan 

tease ~ 

as Gaudy 


The article also advised that the following people signed the telegram: 


- 21 - 


' V 




.u 

Larry idler ’ ’.Rita Hayworth £*■ 

Janes Cagney . : . Katharine Hepbuta 

Eddie Cantor " ‘0«ne Kelley 14 * i .1 

Charles Chaplin Alexander K nf 7X 

Dorothy Coaingoro V Croucho Ucrx 

George Colour is Barpo Harx 

Olivia Do 21 avillaad Edward 3, Robins on 

Jolia Garfield ( > Sylvia Sidney 

Ira Oerwbwia, • ' :: •’/„ ; Oail Sondergaard ’ 

4 . ./.vrV " cS + . 'i ' T- . .-• . ..-J- \ •’ 

y ^ ^ .-y.'A Oraoa Hellos ", .... . \ ’ 


Of tho above listed peroens practically everyone has, in the past, 
boon affiliated in sons decree with tho CoHnunist Koveeant. 

(Daily Worker, November 21, 1^ 

' 6 * aeral - Bovwabor, lpWt ■• '■' l"-' . : . 

The infowaat hM advised that niter the Boveafcer elections ■ ,< 
Co— uniats in the Hollywood lotion Plcturo industry end the naaorous front 
organisations, la the Hollywood area, have become no re open in their activity. 
According to the inforaant, the part they played, operating through their 
front org anisations , In the elections, was »o6t effective from their etandc 
point. They have been very successful in lessening antagooi sa to Coaaunists 
by stressing the great part they played in the elections as on example of 
tlielr lae rlc a nlaa . Very cleverly they have instituted s slogan which is 
being heard froa all sides within tho industry. The slogan is, whenever 
' there is the slightest criticism of Co-uniats or the Soviet union, "After 
ill, whet Is the wetter with Co— nniarf" nils is s very effective tactic 
% be c a us e the ordinary employs* dooa not havo sufficient knowledge of the 
subject to givo an Intelligent answer. The purpose of this is to break 
down the "taboo" against discussing the subject natter. This is a oooaon 
expression heard within the unions and on tho studio lota at tho present 
tine. 




In au—etion, according to the inforaant, it can be sold that In 
a broad sense, objections to Cowsunisa or Coaaunlgtc are apparently losing 
’ their force. This pemlts the Cowunlflt& ssployed in tho notion picture 
industry a greater latitude in using their personal prestige by wore openly 
T »uor su pporting the various front groups in the Southern California area. 

'T. Z. 

a • ci«* 

vr, cor A y _ 

‘i . -T 'iMtlh - . 

y Ladd 

^ . Ailctjois 
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American Touth for PeBooracy • • J . 

Xn connection with, the * action mat out iirLodtabaly above, txvn 
informant has adviced that a clear and emphatic example of the open work 
described above, warn exhibited at the first anniversary Meeting of Aaarlaaa 
Touth for Democracy, the successor group to the Xouag Comunist League, 

This anniversary nesting was ca lob rated at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, 
December 1, 1?U;. Tho organisation is knovn to the general population in 
Hollywood as a Coananist group. However, seventeen prominent persons now 
employed in the motion picture industry, either sponsored or addressed the 
■eoting. Chile this was a meeting of Aaerican Xouth for Lomooraoy, and 
preauatbly independent of the Motion picture industry, yet the prestige 
ol this industry was lent to the organisation through' the publicising of 
names of prominent notion picture people who supported It. those people 
wares 

Oeorgo Bradley, Business Agent, 

Local 99 $ Studio Laborers. 

Idward Dayirik, Director 

Lion Fouahtwanger, Writer 

Inring Flneaan, Writer 

Carroll Hollister, Musician 

Rax Ingram, Actor 

Ring Lardner, Jr., Trite r 

John Howard Lawson, Writer 

Albert Halts, Writer 

Thomas liana, Writer 

flan Moore, Actor 

Clarence Muse, Actor 

Saa Ornita, Writer 

Earl Robinson, Musician 

Frank Scully, Sritor 

Herbert E. Sorrell, Labor Official 

Dalton Truabo, Writer 


Hollywood Democratic Comal its 8 



The informant has pointed out that during November, l$>ih, and the 
first part of December of 19HU, this Communist front group wnioh originally 
was presumed to be aet up as a te^orary group to support the Democratic 
Party as well as Communist sponsored ca ndi dates in the November, 1?UL, election 




23 


) 


J 


; and the pileariea which preceded 11, la now to bo m ai n ta in e d * aaa permanent 
■; organisation. It la proposed that lta work will continue jj$ tha political 
7'*^'. field and that tha organisation will ooeporate with and support tha Political 
.'^JTOtlon Coanlttea and all other "progressive" group* in politic*. 


In an official report issued subsequent to tha soveaber, l$Ui, 

•lsotion, this organisation stated It had collected and expended $35,133.57 
- during tha period July 1U - Ootober 27# 19Ut. This won ay was reportedly 

• used for political oaapalgna, The organisation did not atate that any 
;7 ; Money had bean collected between October 27# lPbb and the date of the 

*' ; elect Iona, Xovraber 7# l?hli. The report goea Into datall n$ to the 

* activities of the Coonlttee# stating who the persona were taking part in 
it* program and how the work wae divided. It also gives the names of the 
notion pictures, actors, writers, Musicians, eto. who worked in the progrsa. 

The entire list of those given contains nanes which have boon identified 
with the Coanuniet novenent in varying degrees. The inf omant baa Advised 
that the Hollywood Doaocratio Ccwittee states that it la now Baking 

V' preparations for future local elections during May, 19l<5» end it is through ? v : 

this organisation that the file industry exerts political pressure in local , s-* 

. fX P olitics. Control over the 0:— It tee la exerted in the usual way, Va 

— Coemnl ata in tha background , jgjllln g fllg of oontrol. ^ .. . 




Motion Pioture Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideals 


During the nonth of Hovesber. lPUh# this anti-Connunirt group, 
eocording to the inforaant, continued its inactivanees. It has taken no 
action of any kind worth Mentioning, and it la recalled that the organisation 
ttook the position before the election that, to avoid any implications the ' 
group la of a partisan political nature, It would practically oeaaa activity. 
After tha slaotiono there was little evidence of any activity. It is 
alleged that notion picture producers are putting pressure privately on 
embers of the organisation to dissolve it. Jho infnmant b-aliavse that 
it will succuab. within' the near future. 




Council of Hollywood Guilds and ghiona 


Originally this Council was formed to coMbat the anti*Cossunlat 
r ?«T a fen the Motion Picture Alliance for the Preservation of Aaarlcan 

I Ideals. At the very beginning it was e loosely formed group caapoaed of 

some twenty-one guilds and unions in tha industry. Although tha Motion 
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Picture Alliance haa now beoaao mor© or loss inactive (Jfovember 1914; and 
tho first part of December, l^Ui), and shews signs of disintegration, t ho 
Co— inlst elements in control of the Council have taken .advantage of this 
situation to coctlnus as a permanent organisation. It haa bean announced 
that a permanent paid executive secretary has been appointed and further, 
that the Council will broaden Its activities into othor fields. The in* 
formant states that this naans the Council sill become a vary powerful 
economist influence in Hollywood and can possibly supplant the existing 
bargai n in g involved in labor relations in the industry, as woll as in other 
matters. 1 


Write re Mobilisation 


During Bovenbar, ISbh, and the first part of Deceaber, 19UU, this 
- organisation continued its activity in tho usual manner. The Informant * - 

advises that the organisation haa grown through its connections with the ' -v 

Of fioa of War Information and its resultant “war activities. 1 ' While not - r 
officially affiliated with tha Peoples .E duc a ti onal Center (referred to 
• " immediately hereinafter), a Communist controlled school, many of those ~ - 

prominent in the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation have taken a part in the 
educational Activity in this so-called school and thus the influence of 
the organisation is brought into play in this field. The league of 
American writers, the parent organisation of the Hollywood ariters Itobili- 
aatian, as of December 10, 1?UU, had become completely inactive and 
practically dissolved. 



The informant boo advised that this school of 8 indoctrination" 


haa become ono of the most effective Communist controlled groups in Hollywood. 
Because by using the 8 lute” of Hollywood and the notion picture industry, it 
is attracting large numbers of young people who wish to become employed in 
the film industry. By using the names of many Hollywood top directors and 
writers - many of them acting os instructors - this school is doing more to 
propoge te the Coonunlst movement in the film industry than any other effort. 

It has the support of and the sponsorship of some thirty-nine labor \ mlon s 
and guilds and Is a part of a chain of such schools now being inaugurated in 
tho Southern California area. The Informant has advised that Comnuniet 


f Influence in the film industry and its connections is growing day by day and 
the opportunity afforded by tha war effort makas all this possible and 
- Communists are exp l o i ti n g this situation to the limit with telling, effects. 
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Rational Council of Awgrlcsa-Scv la t Friendship - Log Angeles, California 
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Inform tl on was received that on Bovonber 20, l?Ui, Thoaaa 
Leonard Harris, foraor head of this organisation in Los Angelos, who cub— 
•aquently resijpiod, advised Urs. Silliaa Distorts, wife of Willian Liutarla, 
who io proainent in the action picture industry, that the only thing this 
organisation proposed to do in the Los Angeles area from that tiaa on was 
co nnec ted with the action picture industry. 


Hollywood Deaocratic Cocaittae 


Tho January 25, 1 SIj 5, issue of the "Daily Sorkcr" carries rui article 
on page $ entitled "100 Hollywood Leaders Sign wire to r .L.h. u This article 
concerns a tele gran reportedly sent by 100 people in' the covin industry itoija h 
was directed to the President and which requests the Prosidont to terninsto 
proceedings against Harry ftcidgos. . 

■ 1 ’ - r •'J 'a, “ ‘ ■ 

' , _ ‘ . Jwj 

. The article stated that the action in drawing up a telogro® was taken 
at a dinner sponsored by the Hollyrrood Dona erotic Comitteo. Bartley Crun was 
oiua of the prcnioont spoakcrc at the dinner.- Ko is a tun pronciccs attorney* 
end a clocc friend of Louise Drone ten, wealthy Cooumiiut functionary. John 
Crowell, oovis director end Prosidont of the Director:: Guild, presided nt the 
noeting and toltcr Ti'ocger, action pioturo oxecutlva, introduced Cruu, both of 
whoa urged exe cutive action In the Bridges case. The following persons ore 
also said to have signed the to Is gran: Abe Bo r r ows , known Ceramist who is 
the writer of "Duffle’ a Tavern”, radio show; Billion Dietorle, Director; Tip 
JIarburg, writer; Salter Houston; Sceett Lavery, President cf the Screen TTritors 
Guild; John Lawson, known Conaur.lst notion picture writer; Jack Uoss, Producer; 
Dalton Truobo, known Coaaunict screen writer and of the 

Loo Angeles Chaptor of tho National Lawyers Guild. 



r«u. 


Hollywood Britero Mobilization 

# 

During tho non-U* of January, 15>It5, inforaiation was rocoivod tiiat 
this organisation, through ito can; iectior*s wiUi tho Office of Bar Informatics, 
has now bocooo a pert of what io officially called the Sir Activities Coraaittee, 
Hollywood Division, Tho Corral ttee is now setting up a progrea for "patriotic 
cooperation for 15u5." Othor organisations officially affiliated with this 
Coaaittoe are the Scracu Writers Guild, the Screen Directors Guild, the Screen 
Actors Guild, tho Acadeny of ibtion Picture Arts and Sciences, tho Artis to 
Uuuagars Guild', tho Association of Notion Picture Producers, the Public 
'Inforaatlah Cannittee of the Notion Picture Industry, and tjha Hollywood Tictcry 
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Conn it tee. It has been pointed out that although most of {he foregoing are 
free fro* Conmunist influence the presence of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization, 
— Sc reen Writers Guild, the Screen Directors Guild and to soke extent the Screen 
'“Itbtors Guild, constitutes a potential infiltration of the program of C onmini st . 
influence. The Hollywood Writers Mobilization has announced It will shortly 
issue a publication, first as a quarterly magazine "For People All Over 
America and the World Who Want to Keep In Contact with the Sew Currents of 
Opinion, Hope and Achievement, Flowing Out of Hollywood.* The proposed 
publication has the name "Hollywood Quarterly.” A confidential source has 
• advised that the Editorial Board will be composed of John Howard Lawson, 

Dr. Franklin Fearing, Ralph Beals and James Hilton, Lawson Is a known 
Communist and the other three have long records of Communist activities. 


>od Dense rat ic Committee 


This organization as of January, 1945, became a permanent group at 
which time its announced membership reached 3,000. It has been described as - 
the leading political group in Southern California in the Democratic ranks. 

It is said that while the Committee is not a part of the Democratic Party, 
officially, it Identifies itself as ijhe Coordinating Committee for the purpose 
of bringing together all groups to work within the Democratic Party. In line 
with this policy it is said to have called a meeting held at the Biltaore Hotel 
in Los Angeles, California, on January 8, 1945, Tor the purpose of creating a 
"Coordinating Council. * 

Delegates representing the CIO Political Action Coasnlttee, the 
United A.F* of L, Committee for Pslitical Action, the Railroad Brotherhood 
.^and the Bollywood Democratic Committee were present. It is claimed that all , 
expenses for the meeting were paid by the Hollywood Democratic Committee. 

Michael Fanning, Chairman of the Los Angeles County Democratic Committee was 
Chairman of the Conference* Some seventeen others were present representing 
trade unions, and mino rity grou ps composed of Negroes, Mexicans and others. 
Confidential Informan1^|^||^advlsed that several A.F. of L, representatives 
refused to ally themselves with the program because they considered the Hollywood 
Democratic Committee as a Communist controlled group. According to the informant 
the following persons planned the conference: Norvall D» Crutcher, Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Screen Technicians Number 683 and a forffl erJCogaaonlstt George 
Campbell, writer; Max Connelly, Chairman, Hollywood Writers Mobilization. 

On .January 5, 1945, the Hollywood Democratic Committee began a series 
of radio forums. The first one of these was held on this same date over radio 
station KFWB, Hollywood, California. This station was said to be owned by 
Werner Brothers Studios and those participating in the first forum were John 
^-Howard Lawson, known Conmunlst, Orson Welles, Dr. Franklin Fearing, University 
of California at Los Angeles professor with a long record of Conannist activities; 
. Tllbert Dekker, writer and member of the State Assembly, aett John Cromwell, writer* 
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- . ; It haa boon further reported tuat the Hollywood Democratic Cassittsa 

hoe begun to take pert In the spring eleotione In Los Angeles during 1 9h$, 
>«UOm buea announced that the Connitte© will publish a dally paper which 
will serve as s continuation of the Free Press which It issued during the 
recent national elect Iona In Bomber, lphli. 


Hollywood Writers Mobilisation .... 

.. ’’V- ‘‘l V ;’V V' ' ' •• • " 

/. . This organisation revived Its publication “The Cosnunl£uo* and 

' v_v distributed it during January, 194$. The first revived Issue was dated 
Doceobor 1, l?Ui. Anong tiio following items of interest in this revived 
publication were protest and action taken to counteract thu investigations 
of the California Legislative Coaraittee on un-American Activitlos of the 
rr iters Congress hsld octobor 1, 2, and 3 % 1943 on the campus of the 
university of California at Los Angolas. A latter of protest was sent to 
the California Bar Association protesting the methods of this Coccittee's 
' v investigation, ifclch investigative cowuitte© has inveotigated Conaunisw and 
4 4 Ccnauaicte since its inception. ■> The publication also referred to the 

holding of the "Premier and'Town Meeting* at the Village Theater, Vestmood, 
California, when the picture, ■Tomorrow, The World 9 waa given its first 
el lowing* 


In the early part of larch, 1945, the procs, incluJlng trie Joanuia- 
let ■Daily ??ork«r," carried news iteas to tho effect that Robert iiiskin, . 
Chief of the Qyi Overseas Motion Picture Bureau, had proposed that tho 
motion picture industry oat up a nonprofit company for the postwar produc- 
ticn ©f educational files for overaeaa dietribution, His prc.oa&l is alleged 
to have hid the backing of tho State hopartcent which would help determine 
the subj&ct natter for tfco films. The "Dully 'storkcr" writer, David Platt, 

; in hia colunn for March 14, 1945* set forth infcruatlon that Lector Ceram, 
an inda;©tvlenfc producer, opposed rlskin's idea or. tho ground th.t »it weald 
handicap our industry by im;x:ai..j a atlgoa of propu^a.vSa or political con- 
trol..." Flatt ccnduijiCd Cowan's ati.tca.ent as sounding like ti.e "line of 
the Motion Picture Alliance. " , Ha stated that fortunately there wore other 
iiifluentlnl producers rh-o supported tho project. 

The Hollywood writers tobillsaticn, in March, 194 5, govs fell 
support to the proposition ar.d as it is report tJ in tho "Daily iorker" for 
March 11, 1945# a letter was dlrectoi to Cowan by the Hollywood writers 
]' Uo bill nation, expreeting aaniosient and denying that any such arranyewiCnt 
' would aear: governmental control. The follow ini' statement *oa made in the 
letters ■To assort, as you do, that Uo handicap our industry h 7 iaposL ng 
; itigma of- propaganda or political control is the surest way to destroy it," 
cmr. Opinion, »o crush wye wash. The government of oui American 
^ daoocrscy has not and is not trying to iapoee any such control on the 
^'industry. It has been cooperating with ths industry in a tifce of world 
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crisis in an effort to use the international language of pictures in a more 
Informed .and intelligent w ay for -Streng thening the forces of* Democracy in 
tnui world." 



f!?o publication of this organization, "Tne Contmunicuo," for March, 


1945, carried an article entitled "Hollywood -.Titers ilobilization Contacts 
with New Franco," and stated, "Goveral Hollywood Writers 'Mobilization aum- 
berc recently had the honor of greeting a group of distinguished French 
journalists who wroto and published underground newspapers in Franco during 
the German occupation. 


"Among the French journalirts wero June. Aadree Viollis of •CeSoir* 
and ’L'Hu.'nanltc' of Paris; Lticnr.e 3onichon of Toulouse ; Jcan-Paul Sartre-, 
representing 'Figaro 1 and 'Combat' j Stephanie Fizeila of the 'Purls Libra*; 
Pierre Donogcr of Paris; Louis Lombard, representing 'Grenoble' newspapers; 
Joseph Antonor3i of Marseilles; and 'Villcrs', the legendary underground 
editor of Iyon3." 


The article stated, "They arc in the United states as the guests 
of the American Government. Traveling in an Army plane, they are making a 
survey of the country's war effort and will carry back to France the story 
of America's contribution to the common cause." 


Reliable information received from confidential sources is to the 
effect t. :,t the contacts of the tv.’u women listed above vjero principally Commun- 
ists corjif.ctod with the Hollywood Writers Mobilization. It i3 known that 
their contacts included Carl Winter, Los Angeles County President, Coc-nunist 
Political Association, and certain functionaries of tho Corijuunxst "r copies 
World" newspaper. 

A reception or a social affair in honor of lime. Anrircc Viollis 
held in the home of Jean Renoir, Motion Picture birector, who resides 
at 1615 Worth fortcl, holly mood, California, A number of knew-: and reliably 
reported Communists and Co .munis a sympathizers v/cre reported to havo been 
proa cat at tho affair, including ilariimir Posner, Dalton. Trumbo, Ring Lurdner, 
Jr., Fred Kinnldo, George jJaLur, Robert Lees, Janet Marjorie Levin, Herbert 
Dibcman. Wticnnette deni chon, on February 13, 1945, v;aa in conference with 
Carl .inter. On February 15, 1945, uhe was present at a meeting at t.:C 
"Peoples 'World" office in tho presence of such Communists as Carl ..inter, 
ilax Oliver, Paul Cline, Frank Radish and Jlizabcln Leach. During her visit 
there a. e spoke conCvTi.ing the und rground of the French Cosmrxniat Party, 
tlio De Gaulle Government, the French labor movement and De Gaulle's recogni- 
tion of Franco*. 

" of the Holly- 
ue of "Daily 


^ The most recent editorial board of "The Communique 

Wood Writers Ilobilization was listed in the llarch 9, 1945 ii 



- Variety." The list la as follows t 


Sidney Buchman - Chairman, member of League of American Tfriters, 
John Howard Lawson - Writer and Communist Party functionary. 
Phil Dunne - Member of the Screen Writers Guild and League of 
American Writers. 

Dore Schary - Member of League of American Writers, Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization, Hollywood Democratic 
Committee, Assistant Producer at MGM. 

Richard Collins — Member of League of American Writers and 

husband of Dorothy Commingoro. 

Meta Reis, Reader at Paramount Studios. 

Waldo Salt - Writer. 

Melvin Levi — Member of League of American Writers and one of 
the founders of the Writers School. 

Sidney Harman - Member of the League of American Writers, 

representative of the Government in (Ail films, 

Major Edmund North 

Le 




>od Democratic Committee 


Information was received in January, 1945, that tnis organization 
had formed the Mobile Theater Unit, the function of which is to provide 
dramatic presentations for union and political meetings. A confidential 
source stated that a memorandum in the possession of the Communist Political 
Association in Hollywood contained these statements with regard to the Mobile 
Theater Unit* "The Unit attempts to put on material of a high dramatic 
quality, not superficial ajit-prop stuff. In all dramatic activities, one of 
the greatest problems is material. The dramatic groups are fumbling around 
trying to develop standards of material but still do not show too much pol- 
itical alertness and a tendency to be carried away by flashy dramatics, for 
example, the Vanguard Theater, many of whose members are also active in tho 
Hollywood Democratic Mobile Unit and the laboratory, vras considering produc- 
ing 'Native Sen.' No one in tho group wa3 alert to the ocrioun dangers in 
such a production although they saw them after soma discussion about them 
was had." It was reported in -March, 1945> that this organization was in the 
process of organizing functionary radio committees and committees of well- 
known actors to produce material not this organization, 

but also for others. 


On March 24, 1945, the Hollywood Democratic Committee held a 
meeting at tho home of Dalton Trumbo, Communist Hollywood scroen writer. The 
Chairman of this meeting was Bartley Crum of Son Francisco, an Attorney who 
has supported Communist causes for a number of years. The meeting wu 3 in 
furtherance of its campaign to prevent the de portation of Harry 3rlchres 


secure f 




,-rht of citizenship. 


I 
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Qeperal | 

— Confidential Infornantp||M^dviaed in the latter part of 

l»ay, 1945 > that the Communist activities in the motion picture field 
in Hollywood were devoted almost exclusively to the United Nations Con- 
ference, the Jurisdictional a trike called by the Conference of Studio 
. Unions, the municipal primary elections, and the runoff of municipal 
elections* this source has advised he has observed a great deal of con- 
fusion and indecision In the Inner-Communist circles because of the Communist 
issue being forced into the open by this strike . On the position which 
the trade paper "Hollywood Reporter" has taken on the subject of Communisc, 
the source stated that the Communist line has not been clear on some angles 
Of procedure* the source stated he has noted considerable apprehension 
that there is to be a major change in the Communist line, as well as excite- 
ment and speculation on the results of the United Nations Conference* 

This same source subsequently reported that daring the latter 
part of Nay and the first part of June, 1915* Communist activity in 
Hollywood, aa elsewhere in the United States, was taking a different fare 
because of changes in the Soviet foreign policy and the alignment of various 
Allied Nations with regard to claims at the Peace Table. This source 
pointed out that the transition period, as far as the change in policy o f 
the Communists in Hollywood, will be from 60 to 90 days before the policy 
becomes clear since there will be the necessity of preparing the groundwork 
and devising political "analysis 0 , which always precedes a change in 
Communist tactic and visible objectives* 

Bollywood Writers Mobilization 

Elis organisation, during the latter part of April and the first 
part of Nay, 1945, appointed John Howard Lawson, Coup mist functionary, ae 
its representative to act as an impartial observer at the United Nations 
Conference. Richard Collins and Leonardo Bercovici were said to aid Lawson 
in his work. 

During the same period tho publication "Communique" announced 
the organization would hold a conference on the United Nations program 
at the Los Angeles high school on liay 18, 1945* Those announced ae being 
the principal speakers were Archibald HacLeish, Assistant Secretary of 
State, and Henri Bonnet, French Ambassador to the United States* 

During this same period Confidential Informant^jj^K stated, 

"The worts of the Mobilization in connection with the OVd Overseas Bureau 
jtent into high gear as a result of a recent series of conferences. between 



Robert Siskin, Chief of the Bureau; Phil Dunne; and the Hollywood Writers 

Hft M H »ef^ nn Wn^ nM A nel aw Qgeye ess W 1 wm ^ KasH Vy jMn*y 

guglmn. Hine out of the 14 members Of this Educational Committee 

■eww all reliably reported to be members of the Communist Political As ao elation. 

It was also learned that beginning March 21, 1915# this 
organization was to prssent a series of radio programs over the Blue Network# 
dealing with problems of the returning soldiers* The Committee producing this 
baa bem described as one strongly under the influence of Caaounists, including 

Sam Moore# Louis Solomon, and Pauline Lauber Finn* 

' , - \ - ^ 0 ' ’ - 

- -• ^I^was subsequently reported in June, 1915# by Confidential 
Xnfoimant^H|Vthat this organization, to conform with the new Conmunist 
line (transSto^), has hald its open activities in abeyance pending a dear 
delineation of the new line . 


Hollywood Democratic Committee, now Changed to Hollywood Independent 
Citlaenc Cossnlttee of the Arts* Sciences* and Professions, 


On June 6, 191?. a meeting was called hr this organization 
at American Legion Hall in r Hollywood'*for the purpose of changing lte name 
as indicated above and to Xbrmulate its work for the future. By unanimous 
vote 3 50 persons present agreed to the change in name. At present the 
Hollywood Democratic Committee is said to be going through the necessary 
maneuvers to affiliate with the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, 
Sciences, and Professions, which organization was first set up in July, 1914, 
under the name Independent Voters Committee of Arts and Sciences for Roosevelt. 


Oeneral 



On April 13, 1915, the "Hollywood Reporter," a daily trade 
publication, printed an editorial stating that while Bollywood had performed 
a great service in exposing and opposing Nazis and Fascists, it was now 
about time that pictures be made showing the attempts of Conmunlsts to under- 
mine our way of life in the United States. The “Daily Worker" immediately 
made a violent attack on the editor of the paper, W. B. WjJkereon, and on 
April 30 , 1945# the paper again came back with a caustic editorial and 
exchange of viewpoint, threatening to raise the question of Communism In 
the Hollywood motion picture industry and creating a heated controversy. 


Motion Picture Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideals 

Confidential Informant ^^Bk-dvieed that after inactivity for 
six months, this organization can^^Wwd during the first part of My , 1915# 
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©untrol of the CoosUtes is plainly apparent threu^ Us la^ftrl, it a 
astlvltles aoi its publication# « 

lb* Cocnitto* la a span so? for tbo African louth for Oo»cr*eyj 
it la tuefcinc i-obert s. Sanny, Attoroay Oanorai of California, for c^^nor 
in ths cosing cusp&l&i, a proeraa « 3 xo b«Lnj pushed by tbs Coraranist i'urbyj 
it is instigating propaganda against General ihtc-rthurj it is stepper tins tha 
-."r'rc* Spain Coctaittoo"! and it hoa attacked "Frss hrurprl*e^ stutirc that If 
the system does not faLfU condition* laid down by daanda of *£eona£le 
Psaoerscy* It **aill go tho way of the dinosaurs and othsr prehistoric const era, 
v which oould not or would not adept thsoselvoe to the new prohluas In a rapidly 
chinciac world#* ■’ ' e> ' : - •«••• 


According to an irScwnr\ t ths '’lino' 1 CTjtilrucd ab ova 2e.a been 
vfojrtad by ths tooalttse only sines July, 1/15, at which tiaa the pro^raa of 
the Ceraauniat group In this country Mas changed back to the tenets or ^ 

Leninisa# ■ ., ... : ; „. v 

the nail ywwi v? rttara KsbUlit^lia ^ . 

In recant norths tbs principal eocaaplishftaRt or this eareanisatien, 
wiiioh n* reported prior to July# 1945, to b# holding ita open activities in 
obsrancc pending a greater dsUncstloa of the new Ca-ssKist lias, hi a boon t v c .. 
publication of ths "Hollywood a aag&sixie spsnss rot Jointly by the 

University of California at Lea am I ths Hollywood «rii<?rs Kcbiliadtion# 

(** of tbs editors of the Bmcwir-o is John Howard faroon a Cccsamiet i'arly 
functionary# 

lbs sponsors of ths publication assort that It la a- golds for a 
*thorougily nature approach to the creative and technical prublwaa and ths 
* educational potsstlftllUos of action pictures, radio and tslssisiao** an 
infoxoant has asserted that this statement ronlly seen* hew these madia can 
boot bs directed for prcpag.inda purposes an behalf of tin Cocaunist ‘‘arty# 


Hollywood Writer* Uobilisatioci beginning Cctolei* 1, !>/*>, 
sponsored a series of c^rt^to-coost radio broadcasts fra .-3 Ixjs /ngslcc* four 
of the writers acoisnoci to prepare scripts are active ao-'iarc of the Ccesuniet 
Party, ^icorcUng to hi^dy confidential CoectcbIsI records which have boon cods 
uv^nUU&SLp • 


CxU organisation which sap sot up darin,*. the war hud bosn prspcjad 
f‘ to bs s war agency only. Ita naln wort was In the propaganda. field, and as 
i rush, tJw» orsaalsatlon reportedly bus one of tbs noving force® at the GUJ, 
r/j\y sf it# SBiobcra having bosn placed in that Cov or. venial ug«ney« It h»^t 
j been announced, itawerver, ti^at tbs Bollywood Writers Mobilisation will not 






recording to the inf or mat, the Coes&ttee was under Cocranist control end 
... wsa aadc up of the individuals who wr« oost active In such other Ccesaaaist 

gx<oxxpe as the Hollywood Britare I'obiliaatAon, the Bollywood Ind«pond~ 
•at CXtir«aa' Cacaolttoe of the Arif# Sciences end rrofosaiots, the Jteccfj 
* ritero Guild end ethoro* 


Office rc of Utc cr/scnlaatloa who reportotily have jccocrdo of Corsaroist 

aotivitias wsre» 

• 4 m • • - t 

Carey SeiTUliane, ftsdrasa, sponsor o£ a’nunker , of CorauniaV 
front groups; 

ftsolel Oatrow, Treosu ror> active in Easaian Gar belief) 

Ury« !:» X* Earbcrg, Juratory, wife of 15* X. ncrbtrg, a apoeiacr 
for the Ala and active in euny Coeeomlat front groups* 


Of other individuals leading tho Citlctra 1 Cosnittoo for tU» loiic®. 
1 ictore strikers confidential Coanmiot records have Identified the following 


as embers of the corounist forty » 


aowcati k£ 


ttoorice Cl aTI:, tereon Writer and h.absnd of Helen Tiaher, 
secretary of the Joint Actd^Taocicrt refugee Ccrxittoej 
Broest itansen, Dook store proprietor) 
iibrard Qqytryir* Htroct-rj 

Charles J. Eats, .\tt0nw7 t.hc ro/reeonto various unions >und notion 
picture organisations j 

lire. £adio emits, wifo of Sea emits, writer &ni formerly a Ccsrsua- 
ist Tarty functiomry) 

FrariJ ^itUa, 'direct® t 
a#. Uaycndesi XT<> official* 


Tho Ccdsitteo wca active in calling axon noetln^e, raising canojr 
for tho ctrikere, prea£tr*in£ local officials and tr rr; £is \z for tto piouctinc 
of theater o* ;»coor<Unc to Cordl’cntial Infornunt^^HV^'.o entire stre n-th 
of ti* Gosjaniet Party oao corcc: ; * rated on the this fu^lttcc#. 

' JMXfleta and b alia tins eipr^d by tho Cosrwniot I arty of loo .n^eles County, 
by tho Cixunist Tarty of Eurtsonk and by the TJorth Hollywood Unit of tho 
Cxmunist Party of Loa .^rc3.ea County were distributed frocly by washer* of 
the Citlccns 1 Comittee far tho Potion Picture htrikers who engaged in picket 
activity* 


r o* roll report Guilds and Unions 

According to the April 6, 1315 issue of the ’’Hollywood '-op erter* tho 
< £■■ Cvuxzll of Hollywood Guilds and Unions has rental office apace at 6i.il :>jneet 
• 4k*ulsv*rd, Bollywood 2 £, Cciifornla, telophcoo Granite 5915, and fexa ejvectcd 
"C to establish jwraanent haaukpaartarS at that ertdresc* J . 




) 


. It has besn reported that Uv7 C* UcCell, Jr„ tenths tw* eiitirsan 

v of the Council of Hollywood Guild* cad Union* having boon elected to suowed 
Uvety* lh* April 25, 1945 isau* ctf the ^Hollywood Report®* 3 indicated 
ti<*t to# total noth** of unions ©oonactod with the Council of Hollywood Guilds 
anJ Unions (this ergadration vill b« hereinafter referred to cs the Council) 
was raised is 22* applies tiers were accepted troa the Ccrir.t dertx* Ouild 
"•^_snd local 767 of the kaelolan* Kufeual Protective Aesoclttion* 

. Hory C# BcCall, Jr*, aide a report on the pro-rrars cad activities of 

the Council to the delegates of this otge rds atlg* oa K«y 3 , 1945 * A copy of 
v- this report w&a obtained fcy the Los Angeles Office, the pertinent aesrtani of 
' which is being set out herein* 


PJBFC3T or QiAKiJAn OK raOGfi.OI 
iMM 

•In Juno, 19U, the Council of Hollywood Guilds sal taicro 
wee born* It was boat* oat of e threat*** a threat to tbs good 
nose, the unity, of oar Industry* This threat was aside by the 
ttotioa Picture all \ wee few. the Preserve tiers of aaericea Ideals* 

1 thick, and certainly the aeny organisation® represented at 
that floe Meeting thought, that we weds a good cauo ogeinst the 
Alliance • >m else node a good ease for tlie erection cf a con* 
ftnsUv®, pro»indu*try, prodsbor, nro-unity body* 

•Base were the goals, the pro&roa of activity set 
for this Cow ell at the tlao of its inception, end Is tear enlarged 
span by rhnet Lav ary, the Council's first etairstmt 

■Latoi^eanegeastnt cooperation on mtual problees* 

•Increasing inity arsons Cutlde end Unions in the 
ind iotry* 

•Protection of freed® of tfic screen* 



’• : b.i 


■Development of good public relitiaco * a good 
press for industry end industry labor* 

•A poet-war pragraa of full eq-loynent) and* 
lrydecentlns that pro gran, devolopconu of new 
Jobs •- t*w fluids of activity for industry worters, 
such as toiovislm, oonporciii «? docu’ient&ry filaa, 

.^eeuploycont and protection of the rights of . 
r ’returning service am end wcasa* 

M.- 

-38- 





J 


•' *Conatru«tioo of ft oama&a MnUr« ftith offices, amtlng 
-r& - ? v. fOO»S, ft tfcs&trs, rsoesroh fftfttutiftttl ft Kolljftcoi . 

Guild and Vinton bolldlog whses oaf Various orgcnltatiaoa 
could Hud better qpAArters with lui cxpurac, and 
vbora wasteful duplication of sq^ipoent flight bs 
ended* 

•Unitsd sotlvit? on behalf of good legislation* like 
ths State Fair toplOTaor-t Practices *aeaa>io f and 
acatnet fcftosurea Ilk* the lethal Prepoaiaca X2*“ 

The report also diseneoed the Council's future activity concerning 
a ;ostH*tr jrogr;au Thin postM*ar prct&ea eonesmod Itself with fell essiloj- 
*wnt. aduimU.cn, la ter loader ship, veteran's aid, foreign c^loyrcnt cashable* 
puMic relation* and the ao py ar t of the United tattoos Conference Objectives* 

lha Screen Actors 1 Guild, tcoordiot to the "Saily Variety* for June 8* 
1915, appointed Rea Ingraft* Rober t Shane* BUI Davidson, J-srojr Taylor and Bane 
dark ae Guild representative* to the Council* 


to the Coenell* 


■ Of 


OR Juno 26, 1945# It vae learned frees a eor.f identic! soiree that a 
oonaittoe had been appointed by the Council to fight Coail 3* neuille'c open 
shop aches** Ur* Del&Us wee ousted fros ti» Ericas Fcdoratioa of 
vrtinte bucauae of hie refusal to pay ft £1*00 aaoeecaent to be used by the 
oocrioon federation of codio «rtiata far I'olltical activity* Ths cauvlttee 
appointed \tf the Council to fight Ur« DfLille le meed below t 

’ f l£Sn Salvia, Field Organiser of the Screen Office aaploycco (Xiild; 
v. Hasson Alanndar* Sadio flrifcar* Guild) 

Georgs Canpboll, representative of local 47, -oorlean Federation 
of UuscSoiens, of if 

RerviUe Crutcher, Seerotary of tlio Tils. Technicians local 6C3 f 
and Executive hoard Huflher of the Co; Aral i. bor Council, -S of 1* 
Crutcher wsl. fcraerly Chairnen of tbo confercuoo of ctadio Cniawr 
but wee replaced when hie union, tbo X*A* local, withdrew froa 
the CO), 

Charlae buggtrtt. Screen ikUiciet Guild representative) 

Ted fUsworth (1944 ^resident), repreaortativc of the Coerbr^ro 
Union) 

Oacr Fain, representative of the bo* ici-one ’Jhlcej 
iifturice howard, bcoineet representative or the ftcrtaa Cartoonists 
Guild, famsr represent itivs c t the State labor .eportaent at 
r<Js Joes, Stlifomia) 

. Charles Jonoe, rsproeset&Uvo of the Screen Gartooclato £ftUd) 

il Kata, rsprsesotaUvf «f local 47, Jfeftrifttn Fada rction of 
'‘T*"*'-" " lEuaieians) ‘ '«*- ’ " 
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The Hollywood TrlteraMoblllaation 
(Period January 1,.19U6, through “ 

Karch'30, 191*6) 

;*■ v.‘ .* . •>.. - V -1 ' * 




During the period January 1, 191*6, through March 30, 19W, the Holly- 
wood Writers Mobilisation has not been very active, and it has been reported 
this organisation will soon go out of existence. It was expected it would 
either reappear under a new name or would be consolidated with the Hollywood 
'Independent Citisens Committee of the. Arts, Sciences and -Professions. It was 
-also thought this organisation might revert to its old form, the League of v 
American Writers. ' This organisation has, however, in cooperation with the - 

^University. of California published a. quarterly magazine known as the "Holly- - 
wood Quarterly.* The first issue of this magasine appeared about November 1, 

19^5, but for some unknown reason it was not distributed generally. The second 
publication of the "Hollywood Quarterly*? cane off the presses during February, 191*6 


The editors of this new publication are listed as follows: 

.... •' — V . . ' ■ . 

Samuel 7. Parquhar : t - TJCLA professor . . ;.’v' \ ^ 

‘’Franklin Fearing • . 'VUCLA professor f ’ /r - .*• t’;;/"" 

Kenneth Mac flowfn' i. r- .. . Screen writer . . ' . - VjV'. -y.' 

franklin P. Holfe UCLA professor 

John Howard Lawson Screen writer and a functionary of 

the Coranunist Party. 



•r 


The names of the individuals who compose the four advisory committees 


of this publication are set out below* ~ 

■/ Botion Picture Advisory Committee • : * 

♦ ; ' -■ * -j 


Ralph Beals 
. Beward E stab rook 
Leonard Bloom 
♦Bill Blowitz 
♦'Sidney Buchnan 
^Edward D^rytryk 
Margaret CledMU 
Richard Hocking 
Dorothy Jones 
Alexander Knox 

Enmett Lavery 


UCLA professor 
Screen writer 
XLA professor 
Screen writer 
Screen writer 
Screen director 


Connected with the Peoples Educational * 
Center 

Chairman of the Hollywood Baiters 
Mobilization 


:L 



o 







‘ Jay T^frrrjm. 

4 ‘ s* . * - ;* ' / ■' 

Ben Maddow 
♦Josef Hischel 
Jane Ifurfln 


Dudley Nichols 






• Florence Odets 
Abraham Polonsky.. . :j 

Tlanlmlr rOSQer 
♦Zachary Schwarts •• 
♦Vincent Sherman 


Theodore Strauss 
Ernest Tempi In 
♦John Weber* 

Virginia Wright 

• Ifad&c Advisory Conadttee r. 

. 

* V;',' ; ^' : l«*rence Norton * 

; Ingolf Dahl 
Martha Deane 

Hens Elsler 
Hugo Friedhofer 
• ‘ Gale Rubik 



Robert Nelson 
David Raskin 
f-Earl Robinson 


welter Rubwcien 




'4 

► * -.v. ‘ T 

M » faei 


4ha naf4 am m4 1 

WV U^UU VU1D 


Technic*! 

♦Mission to Moscow* 4 
Member of the Screen 7rltere Guild 




i member ofj or a sponsor, for, 2ih front 
— organisations . . . .. 

Screen photographer j '. 


: , screen writer ,, 
‘•-Director- •• - " 


Writer 



Columnist . 




, * Holder of Guggenheim Fellowship and 
attached to First Motion Picture Unit. 
■ H* 2. Arqy 


Singer and song composer 


Radio Advisory Committee 

Harry Holier * UGLA professor 

Milton Merlin 
True Boar dm sn 
♦Abe Burrows 
John Dunkel 

Ralph Freud UCLA profeseor 

Nancy Holme 
Sdward N. Hooker 



Soreeu director tod oca* coaacr.tator . 

Tecfcaoloflc&l Advisory Cocalttee 

Arthur Bill 
♦Leon Becker 
dori Beier 
tillLan. Brockta/ 

Charles Clarke 
?isrd lhacr 
Boris in^ster 
ttllka J« Eellqy 
Barry LiitfaU 
Vem C. Knudaeo 
Kotert Leonard 
Irving plofccl 
Krod jorsoa 
fil Ilian Slaughter 
Greg Toland 


Cal £u hi 
Jsroae Lawrence 
Banald kac Dou^ail 
Arnold yarqula 
SiUiaa hatth<rro 
•Can hoars 
janniftgs fierce 
AahKoad Soott 
Orson aolleg 


The individuals listed above before shoes canes so astorlaJc appears 
have been reported as aecjbera of the Coaauaist Party by sources considered 
reliable and authentic by the Loo Angeles Office* Learly all of the ethor 
individuals liatod above, including Oho UCLA prof coa ore, fc&vo been identified 
fur the past t::o or tfcreo years with Qoacuclst frur.tu and Jcwunnist front 
activities. 



nr. informant of the Los Angeles Office, has 
advised tluil t-cTT&UyWS^Trllcrs Lobllisaticn, tdeh is Coraunist inspired 
and controlled, has recently cacc under tta scrutiRv of tb* Joint Fcct-findiag 
Co.TC.lt tec oq Bubserviso activities of the California. Legislature, store fsnilisrly 
known as tho Tcaacy Cosudttea. ihis Coeaittco is especially interested in the 
cooperation between the Hollywood .riters Lobilisation and tha University of 
California in the publication of the "Hollywood Quarterly.'’ 


W« Jl« hilkorsoo, editor of tho "Hollywood Seporter,* e dolly trade 
publication which opposes Coasuniaa in the United Staten, fcocaeated in the 
Eovoober 23, 1919, issue of that paper that the first issue of the “iioilywood 
.fiyarterly* indicated that the notion picture Industry "le about to tako another 
beating froa the sany volunteer arltlca who will tako advantage of any outlet 
in which to went their spleen against producer*.* la*, nllkereon pointed out 
that there was a noticeable political content in the "Hollywood Quarterly" and 
idootlflad several "left wingers* as editors. Those mentioned by g ilk arson are: 

John Howard Lawson faaat Lavery 

Sdward O^jrtryk . Dudley Blchola 

. Abe Durrow Boris lagstcr 

Saa Hooro ' lari Hobinson 


u ilk arson further pointed out that the Hollywood .Tit ora lobilixatioa 
la partially supported by the Ceaaunity Chest and that if the action picture 
industry contributed a great deal of coney to the Ccnaualty Cheat, It had thO 
right to demand that none of the noney should find its way into the ©offers of 
a poli tical, left-wing grou p like the Hollywood writers Mobilisation. Za this 
regard advised that the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation 

received ox Tar Chest funds for its 1943 budget. He said that part 

of this neney was paid to the following persons: 


Pauline LAuber, Executive Secretary, 

Hollywood alters Uobilisaiion. . • •••••••••• .$6,000 

Bert c hirgnan t Acting secretary. •*.«••••«.•••• .4,000 

Sobcrt Ohnw, £• search Director. .•.*••»••••••». 5, 200 

Judy ftayaand. Stenographer. ••••• .2,150 

Tbelna Walker, stenographer. •••••••«•••••••• 1,250 

Laly Chaw, itenojrajfcer. 250 


Confidential inf omajjt Unadvised tJiat tho Joint Pact— Finding 
CooDittsc on Subversive -iCtivltio^cf the Calif crc la Legislature, noro fcailiarly 
known as the Cecrey Cocaittoo, bed started hearings with regard to an investigation 
it was onfclng into tho activities of the Hollywood ..ritors kobilisatlcn. These 
hearings wore interrupted by a special session of tho Legislature which was called 
during J;tnuary, 19V»» It was expected, however, tho Tenney Cooolttco 


-hr . 


would continue its investigation after the close of the ape dal session of the 
: A J; Legislature and that it would inquiry" particularly into the , connections of 
l" th O' Hollywood Writers Kob ills at ion with the Un iversity of California, a state- 

supported institution* 


i*. 

* - 


Peoples Education al Center - Hollywood Extension 
(period January 1, I?hb, through Kerch, 30, l>h£) 

The Joint Fact-Finding eoxaittes on Subversive Activities of the / 
California Legislature has brought to light the fact that this so-called school 
ires a Cosrnmi a t-cont rolled propaganda institution* The CoTnittee showed that 
this school was the outgrowth of the Communist ‘-Corkers School and cane into 
existence as an * educational” center when the Conmurtfst Party was changed into 
the Communist Political Association* This change took place in January of 19hh* 
At that time it was announced that henceforth the Conuaunist Workers School 
would be an educational association an^^^^^^rraaabandoning tho Marxist 
position of revolutionary action./ ' . 


f' - 

confidential informant of the Los Angeles. : 
Office/ inxo^H^^^^h^Twples Educational'' Cent er had ' announced its .winter 
semester would begin on January 28, 1916; There have been sono changes in 
the faculty of this school since the Tenney Comalttee held hearings in which 
some details of the character of the school were brought out. The officers 
and board of directors now arec 


Willis J> Hill, President . \ 
Ralph Winstead^ Vice President 

' ~ . -V; 

Board of Directors . 


Fay Ei Allen 
R; S; Avery 
Harry Brown 
Dr. Prank C. Davis 
Frances Eisenberg 
Gertrude Platte 
♦Dr. Sanford Goldner 
Frank Green (Greenberg) 


♦Dorothy Healy 

♦ Maurice Howard 
♦John Horard Lawson 

C. T. Peterson 

♦ Albco Slade 
Allies f/olff 

♦ Jfildred Baskin, Executive Secretary 
♦Sidney P^^ison, Director 


It should be noted that Sidney Davison, a known CoBLimnist and former 
educational director of the Los Angeles County Communist r-rty* has succeeded 
Dr* Frank C. Davis as director of the Peoples Educational Center. This change 
was made shortly after Mr. Davis had been called to testify before the Tenney 
Committee, ‘ ' - ’■ : •' - , :\v 




... rX ?■ ' 
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Instructors la the People? Bducatiocai C.enter jrhoj.are’ also connected 
with* the siotioa picture industry arei ' •: • 


Dr* Leo Biegelman 
•John Reward Lawson. 
4-Ben Bant.an 
Herbert Biberman -» 
Robert Cmniringa 
Edward Dnytjyk 


Alexander Knox 
•Robert Lees 
•Melvin Levy 
- Irving Pichel 
afillaa Shore _ 

•’ aprank Tattle 4 


*v 'M + A • 


All of the above-named individuals before whose names an asterisk 
appears have previously been reported as known Communist Party members by sources 
considered to be reliablo by the Los Angeles Office. 

- The Peoples Educational Center has been making & special drive to 
\ enroll student e from .the colleges end high schools, union members and members 
/'of the Armed Forces.* f . : * ; . . 

f - - • •• *: ■■ • ' ■ • -..*./ 

.V *.& • One of the graduate? of the Peoples Educational Center, Jean (Jsajf.^ 

• Lowery, has become very active In Hollywood union circles. She is a meeber 

of the Laboratory Technicians Local 683 and is looked upon in Comnuniet circles 
as one of their most promising recruits. She is especially able and It is 
predicted that die will become a leader In the Hollywood Communist movement. 

The Hollywood 3raneh of the Peoples Educational Center, which is 
. located at 1717 North Vine Street, has not been changed. However, the down- // 

• town branch of this organisation is how known aa the Los Angeles Educational . ' - * 

'/ Association, Incorporated* 

Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the 


Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the 

Arts, Sciences and Professions 

‘(Period January 1, 19L6, through March 30, 19 16) 


confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office, 
has advi Independent Citizens Committee of the Arte, • 
Sciences end Professions has now become a national organization with branches 
in several of the large cities cf the United States. The Hollywood Branch of 
this organization because of the names of the prominent persons used is the 
most powerful pressure group of its kind in the United States. The Hollywood 
Branch is under the control of the Communist Party and that party takes credit 
for the formation of . this organization. The "Now Leader,* a weekly publication 
issued in New fork City, ie reportedly in possession of information that Lionel 
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3^ Demin | n known Communist, : reported to the Communist party Convention of the 
^ ' State of Hew York in the turner of 1?U5 that he hid let ttp the Independent 
Oirtlzens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions (ICCASP) and that 


he had been rewarded at the convention with high praise for the good Job he 

(mil Jxna Aia iWa InfnmiMnn a n naov>*^ rm naaa £ t.ha itanaw '?!, lQlift. 

H«U MuaiVf *ik*v*ieav*wi* v>* vm f y v* *»*» •/ ■W'-’J 
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issue of the "Hew Leader." 


fggBhas 

^hollywuc 


'■ ■^'- r ' Hri^^BJhas advised that the list of prominent persons who are . 

V ^.members, of. th^ollywood. Jhdependeat.Citiscna Committee of the Arts, Sciences 
and Professions and active in its affairs now contains the name of James . 


Roosevelt,'' who' is presently nationa2Zdirector v of the national organisation 
- , - according to press dispatches and literature of the ICCASP. 


Tn 7sKn^ arv it. TO)iA iocrtA nf BftTTvwrsrtH r4t*.m» lil/nr* 1 

*** ***W * %*W4 ✓ J »/ *t W J W — - — J mm 

looal Hollywood daily newspaper, an editorial appeared which questioned whether 


James Roosevelt knew the .nature of ,th$ ICCASP when he accepted the position 


of national political director, ' The editor, of. the Hollywood Citzsns Hews, t ^ • 

• Harlan Q. P*1 m *t* 1* trall^wwwre of tba CoKmnniat natnra'of the Hallvw iu vl. ■- «*w v 


-V Harlan Q. palmer, . is well aware of the Cocaunlst nature ' of the : Hollywood , - 

Branch of this organisation, ; inasmuch as It is an evolution of Other prrvdilis J 
• ' Communiet controlled groups in the Hollywood locality such as the Hollywood ‘ v * 
AntilMazi League, Hollywood League for Democratic Action, American Peace 
Mobilisation, and the Hollywood Democratic Committee and others. Hie group 
which is now in control of the Hollywood Branch of the ICGASF is c ospc s of 

the same Individuals who controlled the above-mentioned organisations. It is 
interesting to note- that John Howard Lawson is the leading figure in the Holly- 
wood Branch of the. ICCASP* . • *. • 


-‘i ■ Another editorial, appeared in the February 8, I9h6, issue of the 

."Hollywood Citizens Hews which gave the content of an answer to the editorial ,'V 
which appeared, in the February £, 19h6, issue of this newspaper sent to the 
> editor by James Roosevelt. In this answer Kr. Roosevelt stated he had investi- 
gated the ICCASP imd knew all about it* what it stood fo? G*nd indicated he 
satisfied with its objectives. He said that he was sure the organization was 
all right because he found the following persons of national reputation connected 
with it as members! "Bartley Crum, an attorney of San Francisco, Chester 
Bowles, OI’A director. Professor Harlow Shapely, Harvard University professor, Joseph 
E« Davies, author of '’Mission to Moscow, Dr. C'nanning Fro thin ghar, Dr. Linus 
Pauling, end Fiorello La Guardia. Therefore, there could be nothing wrong with 
the organization." . 


C ^^^Bfurther informed that the Hollywood Branch of the ICCASP has 

been carry?n^?n a campaign to discredit the findings of the Joint Fact-Finding 
.\X • Committee on Subversive Activities of the California State Legislature, which 
*>. '•** ». result .of an investigation of the University of California at Los Angeles 

■ \! "3 >V 'v 1 :*- c\*;» **’■.. " 
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round that eoB6 fourteen cambers of the faculty of that educational institution 
' -which ie supported by state funds had been engaged In Communist activities 
by teaching and lecturing in the Peoples Educational Center* The Peoples 
Educational Center which "has previously been mentioned in this memorandum is 
a Communist dominated organization and grew out of the Communist Workers School 
of Los Angeles, The Fact-Finding Committee also learned that there existed.;'.'' 

- on the campus of the University of California a strong faction of the American 
-'Tauth for Thtmoaraey. formerly known as the Toung .'Communist league* During 
rthe recent studio strike these young- people appeared on the picket lines and' " 
aided in bringing about violence and defiance of law which they openly flaunted. 


The Hollywood Branch, of the K5A3P is now engaged in putting pressure 
on the Tenney Committee and carrying on a propaganda campaign in defense of 
tha faculty and the radical students at the University of California. It has 
' v denounced the Tenney Committee aa restricting "academic freedom. ■ • The JCC43? i-i 
has sent out thousands of circulars^ to colleges throughout the United State# 

I*" 1 ' calling for 'a pressure campaign in connection with this situation. The tism«r'- 
of the circulars is George Pepper , who has a long record of Communist activity. 
This circular letter is a clear distortion of fact and is an attempt to cover 
up the real object of the Tenney Committee, which was to expose the Communist -« 
activitien of a snail group within the faculty and some of the students who 
aro rubbers of the American Youth for Democracy, formerly known as the Young 
Conmmist League. The Tenney Com'^ittec, in addition to Ur. Clarence A. Dykstra, 

. Provost of the University, called for questioning the following professors i 

Ur. Franklyn Fearing 
’"•* : • ' Dr. P.alph Beals ■' " 

k Dr. Leonard Bloom 

' Ur. Hariy Hoijer 

Dean E. McHenry 
David Applemsn 
Edwin Lereert 
Coritu.e Seeds 
Dr. Frank Davis 

It should be noted, as has been mentioned hereinbefore, that Dr. 

Davis severed his relations with the University of California on July 1, 
to become the director of the Peoples Educational Association, an Institution 
- established and directed by the Communists. 


. All of the professors mentioned above denied knowledge of any Communist 

* inactivity although they all hare long'records of activity in Communist controlled 

-r> v-hfi., . »•, A •/ “ •. ' >. 



frc.nL or,:»Qia*tiona. ill of thca, bowovur, adoitted Ui.it $hcy h-d glvca 
lectures at the Peoples hducatlon-vl Center la Hollywood. f 

AS n result of the investigation «ado by tho Tonney Cocnittoe, 
the Board of legents of the University ana presently Peking tholr owi investi- 
gation wtd have threatened to dlsales any of the faculty or students when they 
XI oti have been active la Coar, uniat efforts and activities • 

The Hollywood branch of tbs XCC/dP h&a also used its influxes to 
colloct funds for the present CIO strikes which have been in progress throughout 
the nfi.tii.ru It has also distributed 4 large acvspaper-uise smaouac client in 
line with this progrwu * - . 

This ortoni^atiou has also taken a aost active p-rt ic 4 cuxptJLsfl 
dwaigned to recall * loo Anicius City Councilman , iioude hcCl.'JVthin, to cause 
it chared thst UoClanthca aponsored a ou-otinj hold by Gerald 1. ^rltii ir» 

Los Angeles several sooths ago. the entire Coo£uni~t Party apparatus is behind 
this recall aoveesst. ' 

> * ^ • ' ■ . . ^ • 

The Hollywood Branch of the ICCaSP JLs also officially affiliated 
with a recently forsaod organisation known as the laericon Cocuittoe fur Spanish 
P roodoa . This latter organisation Is another of those ipnnlsh Cocaitteee like 
the forour Doited Spanish aid Coord t tec. the Hollywood Br-Jich ef the ICCtSP 
is also serking in closa collaboration with the Lus ingeles CIO Industrial 
Union Council. This council is completely dociiutod by Connurdsts under tho 

leadership of Phillip li. Conn-slly, 

There is no doubt that tho Hollywood Branch of tho lilts? is hoavily 
infiltrated and controlled by Cocs-uoiata and that it lus becooe a powerful 
influence in the state of California. It takes part in *11 local activities 
Inspired by the Coanuaist Party such aat 

hobillzation fer Doaocrucy. directed by State attorney General ncbsrt ... tM'Ji/ 
M>d Ullliun fi.. liidiior, axaculive secretary. 

Hocall of Councila-Ji iicude leClsnihon of Los /.njclcu, directed by ;ilillr-P «U 
Eidner* 


.Support on picket linos and finar.cic.ily of all local CIC strikes. These striker 
are largely directed by ildllip H. Connolly, Soorctary-Ircusuror of the Lob 
.. ngolos CI( - Industrial Union Council. 

Collaboration f.ith tlx CU Political Action Cnaaittec through iisrry i3r wa as 
Assistant director. 

'"Collabsra ticn with tha Rational Citiscas Political lotion Co ft alttee, John 
■Howard Laws 00 , Coeaunlst Party functionary. j 
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nn Tlth the Loa JLngeles County Democratic Central Craaittee 
' * of the Democratic Party (under Connronist control), through Eollin BcNutt, 

1 the County Chairman and John Howard Lawson* 

Sponsorship of the American Touth for Democracy, formerly Toung Communist 
League, represented by Bayer Friedea* 


* 




Propaganda Campaign in the interest of turning over the ■ secret ■ of the Atomic 
Bomb to United States or Civilian: control, directed by John Howard Lawson. •• 

this organisation has announced that it will soon launch a nation- 
wide radio program to carry out its policies and objectives. There seems to 
be no doubt that this organisation with its Hollywood prestige and influence 
will succeed in securing the nomination in the forthcoming primaries of what 
is termed the ■liberal" slate in California. . The word "liberal* as used In., 
this instance weans "Communist-endorsed." 


General . • :• .. .i- .jr 'tv. • . ■ ^ '.r„ . 

(Period January 1, 1946 through March 30, 1946) 



. . VT J - 


The most significant events which have marked the activity of the 
Hollywood Cosnmniats during the period January 1, 1946 through Karch 30, 1946, 
have been the completion of the change in the Conmrunist Party line from one 
of collaboration under Earl Browder to one of revolutionary action and "class 
"..•/struggle" under the leadership of Hill am z, Foster, and the apparent decision 
^>'of the Bollywood Conanuiists to go "underground." 

reepect to the change in the Communist Party line, 

' - . ' a confidential informant of the Los Angeles Office, 

•that the Communist activity in the motion picture industry has become more 
apparent for what it really is because of the new Communist Party line which 
came into existence on July 23, 1945 with the change from the Communist Political 
Association back to the Communist Party of the United States. The resumption 
of the Karxist-Leninist line of revolutionary action, as distinguished from 
the "democratic" or collaboration line of the Communist Political Association, 
has forced the Communists and their followers more into the open in their 
support of directives emanating from the foreign policy of the Soviet Union and 
in their support of other phases of activity called far by the new line of 
Marxian "cl as a struggle." This was evidenced by the activities of the various 
1 ' CommuniBt-c on trolled organisations previously mentioned in this memorandum 

in their support of the recent Communist-supported strike in the film studios. 
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support of the Communists 1 demand for the return of all American soldiers from 
foreign soil, particularly China, support of the campaign of opposition to 
General Douglas McArthur in his military occupation program in Japan, support 
- of the CIO In its attacks on the A? of L, and local support politically of 
all so-called * liberal* candidates for office in the coming elections in ; , 


W California*: 


■ ' As a result of this change lnpollcy^ all Communist activity in 

the cultural propaganda line and the activities in the labor unions are 
now directed to burning out dissension and discord in the United States, 
toward supporting all activity which will bring about strikes, political' 
antagonises, racial antagonisms, under the deceptive slogans of "Unity 9 and 
Anti-discrimination*. ' In_general, the . program of th? World Communist movement , 
mow enters what the Marxista-Leninlsts 1 interpretation calls the "flow of 


I or Id Revolution . 1 




■V 


' •• • She activitiee of the Communists in the Hollywood motion picture *' ' 

industry have beaa so interne during the last six months and they have been 
ao successful in creating discord and dissension in the industry that the 
producers of motion pictures in Hollywood have considered shuting down the 
industry completely for a period of four months. This condition has not been 
> brought about by the labor agitators alone, but has received the all-out 
support of the cultural elements, including writers, directors and some 


actors who jit"* alth' 


members of the Goo 


9t Party, or close sjmpath±x< 


with the aims of that Party. There seems to be no doubt that Hollywood and 
tHe area Imm e d iately adjacent thereto. Southern California, have now 
become one of the main centers of Coamranist propaganda and activity in the . 
United States. 


In addition to the activity outlined above, the Comuni sta through 
pressure groups in Hollywood have asserted their Influence in the direction 
of foreign relations and domestic affairs by pressuring the lawmakers locally 


and natior.allv. usim? Hnll 


inrl nflnf>A and 


personalities for t.iat purpose. 


dential infcrmant®MWfurther advised with regard to the decision 
of the Hollywood Communists to g Underground , 9 that they have decided to 
make themselves less conspicuous, first because of the increasing strain their 
activitiee might bring on international relations between Soviet Russia and 
the United States and, second, because of the expose made of the Hollywood 
Communists by the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage gaployees-AT of L - 
and the Joint Fact-Finding Committee on Subversive Activities of the .!■ 

•California legislature. mare familiar lv known aa the T«in« rmnri +.* .. ' v •' 


tj i Committee. 
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*: iV-'T 4 "' 'the Tenney Committee, of which Jack Tenney, California Stats Senator, 
i» Chairman, conducted open hearings on subversive activities in Los Angeles 
ou January 2, 3, 4 and 5, 1946. According to Confidential informant 
vkile these hearings were not directed at the Hollywood notion pictu^^inaustry 
and the Cojnnualst infiltration thereof specifically, they did bring to light 
the fact that such of the Communist activity in Los Angeles had its origin 
and support in Hollywood* It also brought out the fact that several . V 
^■'"'"unist front w ° ^ nn» trmati Vtv nAraona fwmloved in the notion Dicture 


• v industry in high positions were extending their activities and influence 
outside the industry and into schools, the political field and the labor 
unions* 


The day to day announced results of the Tenney Cc;rraittee hearings * 
in the press and the previously announced statement of the Committee that it 
would hold the hearings tended to put. the Communists on guard and caused. then' V 
to temporarily curb and hide certain activities which had previously been, \ r" 

carried on openly* The Tenney Committee hearings were interrupted by the' calling 
of a special, eession of the California State Legislature on January 7, 1946. * 

As early as January a campaign was launched by various Communist front 
organisations in Hollywood and Los Angeles to discredit the findings of the 
Tenney Committee* 

In addition to the foregoing, there is another factor which has a 
bearing on this change in activity of the Hollywood Coominists which can be 
described in the Communist lingo as • going underground," That factor is the v 
sudden realisation by the producers of pictures and the supreme heads of the ' * 
industry that there Is a likely possibility that the fils industry as a whole ' 
might be seriously embarrassed because they have permitted it to become a 
haven and springboard for Communist activities over a period of years. 

Another reason far the decision of the Hollywood CoaauniBts to go 
"underground" was the exposure of their activity by the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees Union during the recent studio strike. During 
the last 60 days of that strike and for a short period thereafter, the exposure 
of the Communist activity wa 3 continuous. 


Roy 12. Brewer, leader of the International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees brought to public notice a situation which existed in the 
Hollywood studios and showed beyond doubt that the film industry was 
saturated with Communists and followers of the Communist rarty line. When 
Brewer made this information public, giving the names and partial records 
i . of prominent individuals in the motion picture industry, the entire industry 
apparently demanded a halt to that type of publicity. Their demands were 
J.7 «vid an tly acceded to in view of the fact that Brewer stopped the expose, 

i, r *■ * .*> 1 " - * r 


- 52 - 














Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the 
* -Arte, Sciences and Professions* HICCASP 


During the period of April 1, through July 1, 1946 , thie organisa- 
tion has been very active. It has served as a powerful political pressure 
' group and attempted to use the notion picture industry and its prestige as 
a basis to dominate the coming primary elections- In the State of California. 

Every endorsement for public office nade by this organisation coin- 
cide i with that made by the Cosmunist Party of the State. In addition to the 
endorsement of these Communist-favored candidates, the Hollywood Independent 
Citlsens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions nailed out a tremen- 
dous amount of propaganda which not only is s service to the candidates for 
office but is In favor of evezy Communist endorsed proposal, grievance or 
pressure point. 

At a meeting held on April 14, 1946, the HICCASP held an eleotlan ' 
at which officers and an executive council for the ensuing year were placed 
in office. The present officers and council are as follows: 

John Cronnrell - Chairman - motion picture director 
Colonel Evans Carlson - Vice-chairman - U. S. Karines 
Olivia de Haviland - Vice-chairman - Actress 

Dr. Franklin Fearing - Vice-chairman - UCLA Profeesor of Psychology 
Lana Home - Vice-chairman -• Negress, actress, member of the Board 
of Directors of I?EO 

*„ Dr. Linus Pauling - Vice-chairman - Professor at California Institute of 
_ Dors S chary - Vice-chairman - Director, MGU Technology 

. Frank Sinatra - Vice-chairman - Singer 
E. I. Earburg - Secretary - Writer of music 
Ernest Pascal - Treasurer 

Johnny Green - Division- chairman - music, song writer 
Mrs. Bernard Vorhaus - Division-chairman - women 
True Boardman - Division- chairman - radio writer 

Executive Council 

♦Dr. Murray Abowits - Doctor of Medicine 
♦Gregory Ain - Communist Party name Fred Grant 
♦Sam Albert - Musician 
Mrs. Victor Aller 

♦Margaret Bennett - (Margaret Bennett Villa), Secretary of Council of 
— • * Guilds and Unions 

r 


54 



3 



♦Edward Bibs naan — Artist 
♦Henry Blankfort - Producer at Universal 
♦Kdllien Blowiti - Publicity agent 
Edwin Blum - Sponsor of Actors Laboratory Theater Program 
Humphrey Bogart - Actor 
Dr. Vernon Bellman . 

Reuben w. Borough - Pamphleteer 
1 rving Brecher 
•Hugo Butler - Writer 
♦Georg* Campbell - Musicians Union #47 
Sylvia Comp in sky - Wife of Danny Kaye 
Edmund Cooke - Mayor Bovron's Secretary 
Norman Corwin - Radio writer 
Albert Dekker - State Assemblyman, actor 
Marlon Devlin 

V4 114.. _ nvrt 4. 
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Alfred Drake 
Paul Draper - Dancer 
Phillip Dunne - Writer 
Charles Einfeld - independent producer 
Joan Fontaine - Actress 
♦John Garfield r- Actor 
Howard Green 
Harry Qrobsteln 

♦Louis .Hmris — Producer of shorts 
Don Hartman - Member, Hollywood Democratic Committee 
Dr. Dickerson Hawkins 
Paul Hen re id - Actor 
John Hie stand 
Celeste Holm - Actress 
'■* John B. Hughes - Commentator 
Marsha Hunt - Actress 
•Alice Hunter - Photographer 
•Bex Inpran — Actor ('Navra') 

u -<3 * 

A1 Jarvis - Radio productions 
Charles Jones 
Vera Kaplan 

♦Charles Katz - Labor attorney 
Mrs. Jerome Kern - Vile of composer 
Evelyn Keyes - Actress 
Sdirard Koch 
Edwin Knopf 
Calvin Kuhl - Radio 
•Ring Lardner - Writer 
Emmett Lavery - Writer 

— ♦John Howard Lawson - Writer, also scenario writer ' . 
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Dr. fruir McDonald 
All no McMahon - Actress 
Tfcuxma Mann - Writer 
♦Lean Meadow - Writer 
Lewis Milestone - Director 

Frances Millington — President of Screen. Story Analyst Guild 
# Sa* Moore - Writer of Great Gtldersleeve 
Carlton Moss - (Negro) Produced "Negro Soldier" 

Ona Munson - Actress 

Leonard Neubaurer 

Dr. Einhard 1 i. Noyes - Physician 

Dr. I. Y. Olcha 

Gregory Peck - Actor 

Nat Perrin 

♦William Fomerance - Executive Secretary, Screen writers Guild 
Dr. Francis Pottenger, Sr. - PhyBician 
Ronald Reagan - Actor 
Alan Blrkln - Writer 

♦Earl Robinson - Singer and song composer 
Edvard Q. Robinson - Actor 
James Roosevelt - National organizer ICCASP 
♦Mrs. Esthor Roth - Musician 
Artie Shaw - Band Leader 

Marian Spitzor — League of American Writers, member 
Louis Tabak 

♦Dalton Trumbo - Writer 
♦Frank Tuttle - Director 
Beney Nanuta 

*Bob Wachsaan - Publicity manager for Jack Benny 
Walter Banger - Producer 
Franz lazaan 

Virginia Wright - Columnist 

William H, Wright - Sponsor Actors Laboratory Theater program 
Benjamin Zukor - Member of Executive Committee of American Society for 
Russian Relief 


From the foregoing list of names the Comaunist influence within this 
organization may be seen. An asterisk has been placed before those individuals 
who have been heretofore reported members of the Communist Party. 


Confidential Informant! 
the HICCASP took part officially'" 


Jstated on April 13, 1946, that 
ln~8 parade in the downtown Los Angeles area 
conducted under the auspices of the Emergency Committee to Support OPA. This 
demonstration was reportedly in response to a call by the Communist Party of 
the. United States for all organizations to support the OPA. Other organiza- 
tion a taking pert in this demonstration which are reportedly tender Coma uniat 
influence in- the California area were as follows} 
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Los Angelee Count/ Democratic Committee 

lational Citizens Political Action Committee (L.A. Dirision) 

American Veterans Committee 

Young Women's Christian Association 

CIO Industrial Union Council 

Screen Cartoonists Guild 

Screen Publicists Guild 

Laboratory Technicians, Local 683, IATSE 

The organisation is also conducting a campaign of propaganda against 
restrictive covenants which limit rssldential districts on the basis of color, 
at cetera. The group officially. endorsed and carried on an intensive campaign 
in support of the following candidates for State office in the California 
Primaries held on June 4, 1946.- All of these individuals have been reported 
to either support the Communist Party line or have been found to be subject to 
Coammist influence t 


Robert ¥. Kenny, for Governor 
John F, Shelley, Lieutenant Governor 
Lucille Gleaeon, Secretary of State 

Ellis E. Patterson, TJ. S. Senate (now a member of Congress) 

Claude Welch, State Senator 
Hed R. Healy, Congress (incumbent) 

Helen Gahagan Douglas, Congress (incumbent) 

Emmett Larery, Congress, writer 
Beuben W. Borough, Congress, Pamphleteer 
Chet Holifield, Congress (incumbent) 

Cecil R. King, Congress (incumbent) 

Clyde Doyle, Congress (incumbent) 

This organisation also has reportedly raised large amounts of money 
for the support and elections of the candidates it sponsored for office. With 
one exception, there has been ho division in their ranks on this issue of pre- 
ferred candidates. There vas over the two candidates Ellis E. Patterson and 
Till Rogers, Jr., for the office of United States Senator. A small group, 
about forty in number, disagreed with the leaders of the HICCASP and came out 
with Will Rogers, Jr. for Senator. It should be pointed out, however, that 
it hae been reported that there is practically very little difference between 
Patterson and Rogers, because they both have been supported to some extent by 
the Communist Party. 


Confidential Informant 
changes made within the organiza 



[ advised that he felt there would be some 
ua to the fact that it was now recognised 
and designated by the interested public generally as a Communist front organiza- 
tion. 


ran 






Prior to the •lection for sob* four weeks, the subject organiza- 
tion cooperated with the following organizations connected directly or in- 
dlreotly with the Bollywood notion picture industry in a series of political 
^rallies for the bene At of the candidates sponsored by this group. 

Conference of Studio Unions (Reportedly Communist controlled) 

Council of Hollywood Guilds and Dniona (Reportedly Communist controlled) 
57th A.D. Democratic Club (Reportedly Communist controlled) 

American Touth for Democracy (formerly known as Young Communist League, 

Communist controlled) 

American Veterans Committee (Reportedly sponsored by Communists) 
Mobilization for Democracy (Reportedly Communist front organization) 


Hollywood Writers Mobilization 

Confidential informant^H^^iaa related that the political activities 
of this organization have corres^nued with those of the Hollywood Independent - 
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. The principal activity 
of this organization during tbs month of May was in the showing of Russian 
propaganda motion pictures at the Gordon Theater in Los Angeles on each Tuesday • . 
night. In connection with the showing of these pictures made in Russia, a sort 
of town meeting forum is held In which the audience takes part. These gather- 
ings are reportedly colored in nature and are used for propaganda purposes. 

Films already shown or to be shown are entitled as follows s 

■Once There W«s A Girl" - made in Russia and glorifying the Young 

Komsomols (Young Communista) 

■The Last Chance* 

' "Marie- Louise" 

"Seventh Veil" 

■Open City" 

■It Happened at the Inn" 

w illi am Diets rle, a motion picture director, is one of the prime movers 
In this venture. Others arei 

* * 

Florence Odets - photographer 
♦Edward Eliscu - Writer 

♦Mrs* Guy Endore - Bollywood Women's Council 

Howard Koch - Writer 
♦Robert Reason - Writer 

♦Corinne Seeds - Of the University of California at Los Angeles, 

Element a xy Division 
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Daring the month of Juno the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation re- 
«- ^ortedly aecured the Laurel Theater in Los ingeles for the showing of propa- 
ganda pictures. In addition to those individuals not previously mentioned 
aa being interested in this propaganda effort are the following j 

John Cromwell - writer 
♦Alrah Beeeie - writer 

Frances Millington - studio worker, union officer 
Lena Home - Negress, actress, singer 
John B. Hughes - news commentator 
•Guy Endore - newspaper columnist 
Lewis Milestone - Hus el an bom film director 

Those Individuals whose names have a in asterisk placed before them 
have bean reportedly oonnected with Conmmlstically inclined groups. 

national Wla-The-Peace Conference 

According to a press dispatch, this organisation came into existence 
at a meeti^^held In Washington, D. C., on April 4, 5, and 6, 1946. Confidential 
Informant ^J^ghas advised that this organisation came into existence in Los 
Angeles ocffiay 12, 1946. This organitation held the Win-The-Peace Conference 
meeting at the Los Angeles City College auditorium on that date. The co-chair* 
men of this meeting werei 

•Paul Robeson - Singer and actor 
Colonel Evans Carlson - U. S. Marines 

The Los Angeles Conference was in charge of the following individuals 
who are reported to follow the Communist Party line : 

Robert W. Kenny - Attorney General of California and candidate 
for Governor 

Allen Chaos - Writer and Executive Secretary of American Com- 
mittee for Spanish Freedom 

Edward Mosk - Attorney and former member of U£i in Germany 
True Boardman - Radio writer 
Reuben V. Borough - Pamphleteer 
Victor Shocken 

William H. Rosenthal - California State Assemblyman 
Belle Dubnoff 

Dr. Herbert Alexander - Professor at Los Angeles City College 
. . ^ . Dr, Claude Hudson - Negro dentist 

• L. E. Claypool 

• r 
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Lai Singh - India, publishes a paper on Indian Affairs 
David Sarris 
Dr. I. Bess 

*''* efillian Pom e ranee - Executive Secretary Screen writers Ouild 

Willis J. Hill - President of People's Educational Center 
♦Ike Adams - Hegro 

♦Phil, M. Connelly - Secretary-Treasurer, LAIUC 

It is also reported that the HICCA5P and the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization are both officially affiliated with the national and local 
groups. It Is reported that both of these organizations sent official 
delegates to the Washington meeting. 


Actors Laboratory 

Confidential 'informant 
trolled echool for acting bee 


tflflh 

O^C^O i 


as Indicated that this Communist con- 
s new location in the Las Palmas Theater, 


1648 North Las Palmas Avenue, Hollywood, California. The Actors Laboratory ie 
a continuation of the foruar droop Theater Organization which was affiliated 
with the International Union of Bsvolutlonary Theaters through the Hew Theater 
League. 


The Actors Laboratory is preparing to produce propaganda and revolu- 
tionary plays. How in preparation to be produced in the near future is the Com- 
munist propaganda play by Clifford Odets called "Awake and Sing." 


Hollywood Forum 

This group reooztedly devoted to Communist propaganda, according to 
Confidential InformantflHV holds its meetings each Friday night at the Allan 
Budack Dance Studio in to^uigeles, California. According to the informant, 
while this organization Is called the Hollywood Forum, it is held under the 
auspioe* of the "Dally People's florid, " which is the official organ of the 
Communist Party on the West Coast. Those taking part in the forum discussions 
are all connected with the Hollywood motion picture industry. The following 
are the most active in this venture t 

♦Waldo Salt - Moderator, Communist writer 

♦John Howard Lawson - Communist writer and Communist Party 

functionary 

♦Samuel Omitz - Communist writer for many years 

♦Alvah Bessie - Communist writer 
Carlton Moss - Negro, writer 

♦Patrleia Illlorsn|^ "Daily People’s World" correspondent 
William P. Hutter’- Representative of Bailroad Brotherhoods 
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Those individuals who 3 a names have an asterisk placed before them 
are reportedly members of the Communist Party or close followers of the Com- 
munist Party line. 

♦ general 

Confidential Informant as informed that the entire strength . 
of the Communist forces in the H<3iywood film industry, including members of 
the Party, sympathizers and fellow travellers, was devoted almost exclusively 
to the Primary Election for State and County offices held on June 4 , 1946 . 

/; , In fact the entire Com uni at apparatus in the State was reportedly utilized 
in an effort to elect those candidates whom the Communist Party and ita front 
organisations, in addition to those organizations previously referred to, had 
endorsed. The candidates supported by the Communists and so-called liberal 
and progressive elements were, as you undoubtedly know, defeated. 

Robert W. Kenny, State Attorney Oeneral and candidate for Governor 
had the endorsement of the Communists and their sympathizers. In fact, lir. 
Kenny had reportedly been raised to his present post of Attorney General of 
California by the efforts of these liberal and Communist forces. 

Sills E. Patterson, now a member of Congress and a candidate at this 
election for the Senate of the United States, was also defeated. It ie said 
that he has a record of Communist affiliations which dates back for many years. 

The Communists centered most of their strength on these two offices 
for obvious reasons. Other offices where Communists had endorsed candidates 
met a similar fate in the majority of cases. This defeat at the polls for the 
Communists throughout the State, where for about ten years they have enjoyed 
*' an almost preferred position. Is alleged, by this informant, to be a turning 
point in the politics of the State, and also a change in Communist tactics, 
y particularly within the motion picture industry where they are exceptionally 
strong due to tho key positions they hold. This informant further advised 
that one important factor that contributed to this turnover was the open posi- 
tion the Communists are now required to take because of the change in the Party 
line. For this reason, Conan uni sts are more and more being exposed. 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN THE HOLLYWOOD WRITERS MOBILIZATION 
(July 23, 1946 through Nov«iberl4, 1946) 

Confidential Informant |H of tha Los Angeles Field 
Division, has advised that the ao^^Mre^^^u^^^^Euni st-controlled Hollywood 
organisation of writers known as Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, has been 
confined to the promotion of tbs exhibition of Russian motion pictures at ’ 
certain Independent motion picture theaters in the Los Angeles area. In addition 
to this activity, the organisation has sponsored and cooperated with such 
Communist fronts as the Mobilisation for Democracy, the Hollywood Citizens 
Committee for the Arts, Solsncss and Professions, the Citizens Committee for 
Better Education, and similar groups used for pressure purposes. 


The Bollywood Writers Mobilization, being an organization of 
writers only, is mors or less confined to writing. This was the function of . 
the organization when it was allied with the Offloe of War Information daring 
, the period of the war* Its efforts then and now are devoted to the propaganda 
field. Information has been received that It Is to be connected with a 
Government agency, this tine under the jurisdiction of the War Department. 

The War Department has announced that it has appointed Pare Lo rents as the 
Chief of the Film and Theater Unit of the reorientation Branch of the Civil 
Affairs Division, an agency of the United States Government. 

“Variety* for September 3, 1946, stated that Lorentz’ division had 
a budget for 120 reels which was to begin his project and that he had been 
allocated 2000 projectors for distribution In Japan and Germany. These 
projectors, aocording to the article, were to be used In establishing schoolroom 
programs and reopening theaters in remote areas. 

The article stated that 200 million people in Japan, Korea, Austria 
and Germany, will not be allowed to see ''any film that is not approved by the 
Lorentz uni% and producers in occupied countries will not be allowed to make 
any films until they have beep certified and have an Army approved script* The 
article also related that Lorentz received authorization to select a nucleus of 
34 technicians who will begin expansion of the entire operation. The first 
production unit of 100 people io to include film editors, camera men, sound men, 
art directors and other technicians. Veterans are to be given preference on 
all jobs. Five divisions have been made within the film and theater organization. 
Including t 


News Reel Unit 
Story Unit 
Theater Unit 
European Unit 
Pacific Unit . 
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The duties of Lorentz’ Division will be the production of motion 
picture documentary "shorts," news reels and theater units, all of which will 
be used to set up a system of re-education of occupied countries, especially 
Germany, Austria and Japan. 

There is also to be another branch, under the same Jurisdiction, 
devoted to magazines, newspapers, educational and religious, and "special 
projects." Pare Lorentz, who has been identified as being very sympathetic 
with the Communist cause, particularly when he was engaged on the WPA theater 
project, has announced that he will recruit the personnel largely from the 
Hollywood motion picture industry. Information has been received that the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization will be the principal cultural group contacted; 
that the HWU will occupy the same relations with this War Department project 
that it did previously with the Office of War Inforration. 

This organization being Communist-controlled and directed could be 
and very probably would be connected with a propaganda agency for that cause 
as it would be in a position to utilize the government agency to spread 
propaganda throughout those occupied countries not yet taken over by Soviet 
Russia. 


The "Guildsman, " official paper of the Los Angeles newspaper Guild, 
for June, 1946, stated that following the screening of the Russian picture, 
"Once there was a Girl, " portraying the children of Leningrad during the 
Nazi 6iege of that city, a talk was made by William Dieterle advocating 
greater realism and honesty in the production of American motion pictures. 
Dieterle said: "We saw in this Russian film a scene showing people drawing 
water through holes out in the river ice; the scene was real. The snow and 
ice were not artificial and the reality of the cold and hardship projected 
itself from the screen into the imagination of the audience. Here in Holly- 
wood that scene would have been staged on the set. The snow would have 
been granulated salt and flour and the sense of reality would have been lost. " 

A film forum was then conducted, the other speakers being Dr. 

Corinne Seeds, UCLA educator; Howard Koch, screen writer and chairman of 
V ritera Mobilization; and Charles Ellis, city editor of the "Labor Herald." 

Harold J. Salemson about 1937 was the president of the Los An^rele^^ 
Newspape^Oj^W and was active in Communist affairs and, according 

discontinued confidential informant of the Los Angele^^^^^, 
Jra^^flRSDe^of the Communist Party. He went into the Army Special Services 
early in 1942. He returned to Hollywood from the military service in March, 
1946, and at the present time he is the director of publications for the 
Screen Writers Guild and is active in Communist front organizations* 
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> Alphas advised that the Hollywood 
M^ith the Mobilization for Democracy 


Confidential Informant 
Writers Mobilization in cooperat 
has instituted a series of broadcasts over Radio Station KLAC in Los 
Angeles. The title of the broadcast is "It is Beginning Here." The 
programs are propaganda in the Interest of minority groups. 


According to the informant, this is the usual Communist propaganda 
springboard for putting over the Communist Party line. The broadcaste are 
given every Monday evening at 7»15* This project also has the support of the 
Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions. The following individuals are interested in conducting this 
venture* Harry Hoijer, teacher at UCLA; Ken Niles, announcer; Lee Kcrton, 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization; Lillian Randolph, Negro actress and Betty Jones, 
Negro social worker. . 

HOLLYWOOD INDEPENDENT CITIZENS COMMITTEE OF THE 
ARTS, SCIENCES AND PROFESSIONS (July 23 through 
November 8, 1946) 


According top^ Hollywood Independent Citizens 
Committee for the Arts^^cTence^"and Professions (ICCASP) has become the main 
political and propaganda pressure group of the Communist Party in Hollywood and 
is now carrying out the "open" line of the Communist party in the political and 
pressure groups found in the motion picture industry. 

fasserted that the Hollywood ICCASP derives prestige from the 
influence~~of the film industry and the influential film characters engaged in 
that industry. He related that the motion picture industry, as such, renders 
its tacit consent to these activities as there has never been any criticism of 
any kind frem the top producers of pictures in Hollywood or any attempt to 
prevent this organization using the name of the industry for its "subversive" 
purposes. 

* 

H^^Hfurther advised that this organization is openly allied with many 
other CcSmunist "front" organizations, both locally and nationally and is to 
be reckoned with as the western branch of the ICCASP, the Joint sponsor with 
the National Citizens Political Action Conmittee of the meeting held in 
Madison Square Garden recently when Secretary of Commerce Henry A. Wallace and 
United States Senator Claude Pepper from Florida cade the pro-Russian speeches 
which caused national and international furore. 
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K 'urther stated that while the organization has not been 
L 


greatly affected by the present exposures of the Communist Party's relations 
to the Soviet Union and that country'6 attitudes toward world peace, or a 
coming war, there have been some withdrawals of membership and board members. 
The more timi d among the group, evidently fearing that reputations in the film 
industiy might suffer, have withdrawn from the organisation. To make up for 
these resignations, the following have been added to the Executive Council: 



Artie Shaw, Band Leader 

Larry Adler, Actor 

Averill Berman, Radio Commentator 

Dr. Arthur Brower, newcomer 

Virginia Bruce, Actress 

IJorval D. Crutcher, studio labor leader 

Sterling Hayden, actor 

Rose Hobart, actress 

Maurice Howard, studio union labor leader 
Gene telly, actor 

Robert If. Kenny, attorney-general of California 

Roland Kibbee, writer 

Charles Lewin, writer 

Margo, actress 

Kenneth llacGowan, director 

Kenneth McKenna, director 

Groucho Uarx, actor 

Jack Moss, writer 

Vincent Price, actor 

Ann Revere, actress 

Arthur sheenman, writer 

Gloria Stuart, actress 

Sheppard Traube, writer 

Cornel Kilde, actor 

Mrs. Talli Tiyler, wife of lilliam VTyler, director 


The majority of the above- listed individuals have been associated at one 
time with activities which have been under the influence and/or control of the 
Communist Party. 

The Hollywood ICCASP arranged for a concert in the Hollywood Bowl on 
September 2, 1946 for the purpose of raising funds. According to a circular 
issued by the organisation the funds were to be used for political purposes. The 
'statement was: 


"This concert is the most exciting and important 
public event HICCASP has ever undertaken. Its financial 
success will guarantee much of our fall election work as well as 
support of the many other urgent campaigns in which HICCASP is 
engaged. » 

stated that the feature of this concert was the guest speaker, 
Claude Pepper, Senator from Florida, who gave the Ccsumnist Party line on the 
relations of the United States with Soviet Russia, The concert was a success, 
some 15,000 people attending, and the amount taken in is estimated as between 
$40,000 and $50,000. The artists taking part were; 

Arthur Rubenstein 
Frank Sinatra 
Gregory Peck 
Vincent Price 
Alfred Drake 
Earl Robinson 
Dr. Hugo Strelitzer 
Fran* Waxman 
Larry Adler, and 
Claude Pepper 

a further advised that the Hollywood ICCASP is now affiliated with 
a t group, called Citizens Committee for Better Education. This 
Communist w front w is a pressure group set up to work on the public school system 
of the State of California and City of Los Angeles. Other organizations 
affiliated, are i 


Communist Party 
American Youth for Democracy 
American Veterans Committee 
Conference of Studio Unions 
Hollywood Women's Council 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization 

Los Angeles Federation of Teachers, Local 430 (AFL) 

Mobilisation for Democracy 

National Citizene Political Action Committee 

CIO Political Action Committee 

Southland Jewish Organization 

United Public Workers, CIO 

The Hollywood ICCASP has affiliated itself, according with the 

Los Angeles Civil Rights Congress, a branch of the National Civil R^^ts Congress, 
a completely Communist-controlled pressure organization. ~ 


t \9\ 
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Other organisations affiliated with this national organisation, aret 


American Veterans Committee 
National Lawyers Guild 

Home Protective Association (local group) 
Home Owners Defense Council M 0 
West Hollywood Defense Council ” " 

San Fernando Talley Council 
on Race Relations ” ' ” 

Committee for Unity " n 


* 1^1180 informed that the Hollywood ICCASP participated on Sunday, 
p!946 in a mass demonstration against a meeting held by Gerald L. K 
Smith in the Polytechnic School Auditorium in Los Angeles. This demonstration 
was called by the Mobilization for Democracy, a Communist- formed and controlled 
"front" in the Southern California area. In doing so, it cooperated with the 
following Ccsamunist-dominated groups: , 


American- Youth for Democracy (formerly Young Communist League) 
Mobilisation for Democracy 
American Jewish Congress 

Progressive AP of L (Communists within the AF of L) 

Los Angolas CIO Council 
American Veterans Committee 
Southland Jewish Organization 
National Negro Congress 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. 
Newish War Veterans 

Thfe speakers at this demonstration were? 


Ellis E. Patterson, Congressman from 16th Congressional District 
Phillip U. Connelly, CIO-Industrial Onion Council 
William Bidner, Mobilization for Democracy, Executive Director 
Stanley Uoffatt, Justice of the Feace at Huntington Park, calif. 

The HICCASP took part officially in a "strategy” meeting held in the 
St. Francis Hotel, San Francisco, on September 22, 1946. The purported purposes 
of this meeting of delegates frcm organizations mentioned below, were to carry- 
out the policies of the late Franklin D. Roosevelt and "support ’progressive’ 
candidates in the November 5 elections.” The organizations represented were: 


HICCASP 

California State CIO ' - 

National Citizens Political Action Committee 
National Association for Advancement of Colored People 
Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen. 



The meting issued the following statement printed in the Caamuniet 
"Peoples Daily florid, " September 23 , 1946, Page 1, Column 7i 

"Since developments of the recent weeks had emphasised the 
need of a stronger, more unified stand among independent liberal 
groups, and in view of the seriousness of the coming Kover.ber 
•lections, we are meeting today to explore ways and means of 
implementing our independent political action in support of the 
late President Roosevelt’s foreign policy of Big Three unity, as 
recently amplified in the statements of Henry A. t&llaco, and the 
Roosevelt domestic program commonly known as the Economic Eill of 
Rights." 

The Hollywood ICCASP called a rasa meeting at the Hollywood Legion 
Stadium on September 13, 1946 held purportedly to "protest the sufferings of the 
Jewish people in Palestine." 

This meeting was purely political in intent. All Epeeches dealt with 
the foreign policy of the United States, in the main, rather than strictly the 
question of the Jews in Palestine. 

A. Hirechmann, listed as Special Inspector General of UKRFA, praised 
Secrotary Henry A. ?AUace for his criticism of Secretary of State Cymes’ 

"got tough" policy with Soviet Russia. 

Edward G. Robinson, screen actor, stated that anti-Semitism, anti— 

• Russian, acid -Negro and anti- Labor prejudices are one and the same thing. 

Reuben Dafni, a citizen of Palestine, also spoke on the Jewish 
question, stating that there was no real trouble, except that which is being 
stirred up by British and other capitalist interests. 

Others taking port in this HICCASF-colled nesting and following the 
standard Communist Party lino, were i 

, Cer,e Kelly, actor 
ifargo, Ecreen and stage actress 

Ned R. Healy, Congressman from Southern California 
Charles Eroim, chairman Jewish Community Council. 

A. Hirschnann, mentioned above, was also listed as a member of 
President Roosevelt's T/ar Rafugoe Poard. 

Approximately 6,000 persons attended this meeting. The general 
—complexion of the meeting was the same as those who attend all other Communist 
"front" meetings. This, howover, was strictly "Hollywood." 


The principal activity, aside from that of a "pressure 1 * nature, of the 
Hollywood ICCASP, was in connection with the recent National elections. The 
organization has endorsed all candidates favored by the Communist Party with 
the exception of onet that is, the write-in campaign for archie Brown, a known 
Communist, for Governor of California, running on the Communist ticket, or 
rather, running as a Communist. 

The HICCASP is the strongest organized political force within the 
Democratic Party of California* While not officially affiliated with the 
Democratic Party, it acte as a hard, disciplined care within that party devoted 
to an attaopt to steer the Democratic Party in the direction of the official 
Communist Party line. 

The Los Angeles "Daily News" for Hay 13, 194b stated that a former 
Secretary of the Interior, Harold L. Xckes, emerged that day as the actual. If 
not the titular leader, of the new United Front formed by three citizen groups. 

It stated that the organization of the three agencies under a single 
banner in time for this year's elections doubtless will serve to sharpen up 
Congressional campaigns between those who have been supporting the Administration' 
domestic program and those who have been methodically chopping it to pieoss 
ever since V-J Day. 

"These three groups will keep their autonony, but will make their 
weight felt where it counts by pooling resources, talent, and strategy toward a 
single aim of electing liberal congressmen and senators. 

"Heads of the three groups, the National Citizens PAC; the Congress 
of Industrial Organizations PAC; and the Independent Citizens Committee of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions held their initial strategy session here over the 
week-end." 


TQe Los Angeles l^lbune for July 13, 1946 stated that more than 
1,100 members of the HICCASP have registered their protesta against an act of 
discrimination charged to the management of the Ambassador Hotel by Carlton lioes 
who was associated with Frank Capra in the production of "The Negro Soldier," 

Bar Department film. 

The article stated that Ur. Moss is a member of the Executive Board 
of HICCASP and has been cited for meritorious service by the War Department in 
recognition' of his production of the "Negro Soldier." Among the well-known 
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members of the HICCASP who have joined in the committee *s protest are: 

Olivia DeHaviland 
Albert Dekker 
Helen Gahagan Douglas 
John Garfield 
Paul Henreid 
Lena Home 
Frederick March 
Harpo' Marx 
Janes Roosevelt 
Gail Sonlergaard 

The "Hollywood Reporter" and "Variety, " trade papors in the notion 
picture industry, on August 5, 1946 carried full page advertisements . Also, the 
"California Eagle* carried the sane advertisement which in substance was as 
follows: 

"AMONG THE CASUALTIES OF KAR-1946 


"January 4: 
"February 5* 
February 13: 

February 25 1 

July 17 i 

July 22 
July 24: 


Four Negro veterans killed in Birmingham, Ala. 

Two Negro veterans killed in Freeport, L.I. 

Negro veteran. 1 s eye3 gouged out b7 Aiken, 

South Carolina policeman. 

Two Negroes, one a veteran, killed in 
Columbia, Tennessee Jail. 

U&cio Snipee, veteran, only Nogro to vote in 

his district, murdered in Taylor County, Georgia 

Leon NcTatie whipped to death near Lexington, ttis3. 

Four Negroes — two men and two women— lynched by 
mob in TJalton County, Georgia* 


"STOP THIS SLAUGHTER! 


"(A) 19ire President Harry Truman urging defense of the Constitution and 
fulfillment of our Atlantic Charter obligations. Ask him, by a 
personal plea to the nation, to reassure the world that America is 
determined to preserve her democracy. 
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"(B) Wire Attorney General Tom Clark, Washington, D. C., demanding pro- 
tection for Negro citizens and restoration of law. Commend him 
for hie seven-state investigation of the KKK. 

»(C) Wire Senator Sheridan Downey, Senate Office Building, Yiashington, 

D. C«, urging Mm to move for the immediate creation of a United 
States Senate Committee to investigate denial of civil liberties and 
police protection to the Negro people. 

"(D) Wire all Washington representatives urging passage by Congress of 
a Federal Anti-Lynch Law which has been pending for the last 
fifteen years, 

"(E) Unite with the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions and all other progressive 
organizations, to undertake a campaign of education and protest*" 

The article states "This advertisement voted by the general membership 
of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Cauralttee of the Arts, Sciences end 
Professions." 

The Los Angeles "Times " for August 2, 1946 carried a statement of the 
HICCASP to the effect that the HICCASP had voted 31, 000 additional to the 
$10,000 retard which had been offered for the apprehension of the person or 
persons responsible for the Georgia lynchings in ?,'alton County, Georgia; 

Acoording to this same source, the Hollywood ICCASP has supported 
the current "Consumers* Strike". For this purpose literature in huge amounts 
was mailed. Members of the group organized neighborhood meetings to agitate the 
boycott and arranged to take part in picket lines in front of commercial 
establishments. This buyers strike was to take place on July 18th and was 
officially called by the 16th Congressional District Section of the Communist 
Party, picket lines were established in front of markets, etc. The HICCASP 
responded to the Cccmunist appeal and furnished a sky-writing airplane to 
support the strike. 

The HICCASP reported that it has secured 500 signatures to a telegram 
sent to Washington in support of this program. T’he signatures were secured on 
the streets by John Garfield and Georgia Gibbs. Garfield is the noted screen 
actor long connected with Communist activity. In this activity the HICCASP 
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oooperated with the following! 


Communist Party 

American Touth for Democracy (formerly 
Toung Communist League) 

International Yorkers Order 
American Veterans Committee 
Rational Citizens Political Action Committee* 


The organization led a demonstration in the press and by meetings against 
the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles because of the refusal of that hotel to serve 
Carlton Moes, a Negro writer connected with the Hollywood film industry. 



_ iea toward the 

recent elections held on JJcWHfiei’s, 194b. These consisted in raising funds, 
putting out literature and holding meetings In conjunction with other 
Communist-controlled organizations* As a body, it has endorsed all candidates 
eupported by the Communist Party except one, a known Communist, Archie Brown, 
who is conducting a write-in campaign for the Governorship. All others 
endorsed by the HICCASP are what are known as "liberals" or "progressives.* 
Those who receive intensive support by the organization are the following! 


Till Rogers, Jr,, Candidate for U. S. Senate 
Ellis E. Patterson, write-in candidate for Congress after 
being defeated in the primary for Senator. 

John F. Shelley, candidate far Lt. -Governor 

Edmund G. Brown, candidate for Attorney General 

Ned R. Healey, Congressman, candidate for re-election 

Helen Oahagan Douglas, Congresswoman, candidate for re-election 

Clyde Doyle, Congressman, candidate for re-election 

All other endorsements of local Assemblymen and propositions on the 
ballot coincide with the endorsanents of the Communist party. 


The HICCASP works in close connection with what is called School of 
Political Action Techniques conducted by Southern California National Citizens 
Political Action Committee, located at Parkview Uanor, 2200 Test Seventh Street, 
. Los Angeles, California. Literature and folders mailed out by HICCASP state 
JLhe aims and purposes of this school are mainly "mobilizing special groups for 
- political action," political speech writing and making, public relations, eto. 
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The Communist character of this "school* la shorn by the following 
names, listed as the faculty; 

Joseph W. Aldlin, Democratic County and State Cossnltteee 
Dr. Leonard Bloom, DJCSLA Profeaaor 

Dr. Frank Davis r listed aa Profeaaor of Sociology, UCLA. 

Albert Dekkar, screen actor 
Mendel Lieberman, American Veterans Committee 
Bernard Lusher, United Office and Professional Workers 
Allen Metcalf, campaign manager Ned Realy for Congress 
George Moore, President L.A. City Council 
Edward Mosk, Attorney and Author 

Mrs, Esther Naasitir, 13th District Coordinating Council 
John Payne, Citisens Research Institute 
Abraham Polonsky, screen writer 

Dr. H. E. Scarbrough, 13th District Citizens Committee 
George Stiller, public Relations Consultant 
Bert Witt, Director NCPAC 
Sara Elaban, Coordinator. 

Among sponsors of the school are the following, all of wham hare 
extensive records of Communist activity s 

Charlotte Bass, Editor of California Eagle 
Avorill Berman, Broadcaster 
James H. Burford, CIO official 
Rev. Ernest Caldeeott, Unitarian Minister 
'■* George Campbell, AFL Secretary of Musicians Union 

Dr. Franklin Fearing UCLA Professor 
Augistua F« Hawkins, State Legislature member 
Robert W. Kenny, State Attorney General 
Albert Ualtz, writer 

John T. JtcTeman, Labor attorney 

Carey McWilliams, Professional sponsor for front organizations 
Judge Isaac* Pacht, Attorney 
Gregory Peck, Actor 

Mrs. Jean Sieroty, Wife of Manager of Columbia Department Store 

Dalton Trumbo, Writer 

Claude Welch, Lawyer, teacher 

AIvId Wilder, Radio Commentator 

Jacob Zeitlin, Book Store 

In addition to the foregoing activities, the HICCASP affiliates with, 
'‘supports and uses the publicity-gathering name of the organisation to further * 
all Ccomuni at- inspired ventures in the locality. 
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Spotlight on China Mass Meeting 

According to confidential informant mass meeting under 

the above title -was called by notices mailed b^tn^uCCASP for October 6, 1946, 
to be held at the Hollywood American Legion Stadium. The meeting was widely 
publicized for weeks in advance. The top officers of the American Legion, 
having learned that the meeting was controlled by Communists, cancelled the 
contract for the stadium. The meeting was then moved to the Olympic 
Auditorium in downtown Los Angeles, where it was held on the date scheduled. 

The main purpose of the demonstration was to create pressure on the 
State Department to withdraw American troop9 from China, one of the main 
objectives at this time of the Communist Party of the United States. 

Those taking part In the meeting were j 

Judge Stanley Uoffatt, who acted as Chairman 

Paul Robeson, Actor and singer 

Ellis E. Patterson, Congressman 

Harrison Foreman, Author and Communist sympathizer 

Col. Evans Carlson (could not appear, but sent a telegram of 

support for the movement) 

Bill Belton, CTO Organizer 

A collection was taken, the Mobilization for Democracy donating $1500* 
An estimated $5,000.00 was collected. 

Others contributing were: 

American Veterans Committee 

International Ttoric rs Order (ITO) 

American Youth, for Democracy (Young Communist League) 


The usual Hollywood support for this meeting was given. Allen Metcalf 
was the Chairman of the arrangements committee* 



AMERICAN AUTHORS AUTHORITY 


The American Authors Authority is a recent organisation under the 
leadership of Janes U. Cain, novelist and movie writer, which plans to control 
sales to magazines, movies and radio of all manuscripts written by American 
authors. It is reported that on July 29, 1946 the Screen Writers Guild voted 
430 to eight to go lqto this projeot and fully supported this new group with . 
.the Radio writers Guild*. , "• -V - v.- 



The Washington Times Herald for August 13* 1946 quotes Cain's 
explanation of the operation of this new organization as follows: "The writer 
will send all works to the Authority to be copyrighted in its name, for his 
benefit. The Authority will then say, *We shall copyright for assignment no 
worlcs except from , writers who have become members of the proper guild,' v r ; ; 


•' "This will take bare of the outlaw. contributor who became to menacing 
to the American Society of Composers and Authors at the time of its fight with 
the radio studios. 


"It will also say we shall lease no rights exoept to lessors who 
comply with the basic agreements of the guild. 


"The Screen Writers Guild and the Radio Writers Guild will say, 'We 
shall permit our writers to work on no material not leased through the Authority' 
and this will compel every writer in the country hoping for picture or magazine 
sale to send his work to the Authority before the magazines or publishers get it." “ 

As it may be seen, this new group: intends to act as a copyright repository 
or a clearing house or agent for writers in the leasing of their writings and it 
empowers the Authority to represent all authors in the disposition of the 
rights to their literary works. 

. Some editorial comments have indicated that the American Authors 
Authority la endeavoring to control ideas. Conaequently, if all this power of 
the ideas in movies, radio and fiction come Into the hands of a few people, and 
those people are touched with "political wackiness, as Hollywood's writers are, 
how can Moscow miss?" 


Press accounts also reflect that the American Authors Authority is 
to be run by a full-time, salaried employee and is to obtain its funds from 
magazines, movies and radio companies, totaling about $250,000 a year for its 
'operating expenses. ' • 


. * - 
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The New lorit Journal American on October 22, 1946 carried An article 
Indicating that Stefan Heym, alias Hellmuth Flieg, a former Ooncan Counauniet, 
la now one of the leading backers of the American Authors Authority. The 
article alee reflects that in addition to Beym, John Howard Lawson, whoa it 
deaoribea aa a Hollywood screen writer, C canonist Party contact man and 
fund raiser in the f 11* industry, is also one of the leading sponsors of this 
nationwide program. •’* _ 

' *■ ti - • , * : * ► y fc . ■ " \'/ \ V * K « * W '* * . I h 1 *;■ ; 

The Hollywood Reporter for August 23, 1946 alleged that although 


Cain is the leader of this new American Authors Authority, it believe 
that the material was forwarded to Ur. Cain by some of the Coercion 1st neabers 
in the Screen tfriters Guild. The Hollywood Reporter indicated that this 
new organisation would not assist the writer either in a financial way or 
give him constructive protection. It cited the example of the Russian writings 
which eontaln only what Stalin wants written end it prohibits any Russian . V 
writer from using any free thought, freedom or expression or his own creative 
ideas.'' This periodical reflects that tbs same type of treatment can be : 

expected if this organisation la allowed to progress and remain in the hands 
of the Com aunlat- controlled Screen iriters Guild. 


The article furthor states that this control will be accomplished 
through the maneuver which permits the playwrights to have complete authority 
over their works for stage production* Consequently, no director or producer 
will be allowed to change any word or thought without the consent of the 
author. This, according to the article, la the Immediate hidden effort of the 
Authors Authority in so far as the motion pictures are concerned. . - 

According to the Washington Times Herald for September 9, 1946, a 
number of tha nation's leading authors have banded together to form the 
American Writers Association. The President of this new organisation is 
John Erskina and its Executive Secretary is Susanna LaFollette. Its 
membership included such prominent authors as Clarence B. Kelland, Bruce 
Barton, Rupert Hughes, Norman Thonas, Clara Boothe Luca, Irene Kuhn, Philip 
hylic, George Sokolosky, H. V. Kaltenborn and Oswald Garrison Vi Hard. 

This group, according to the press, is a counter organisation set 
up in Hew fork to fight the Americas Authors Authority proposal. 




JOHN BARNES AND ASSOCIATES 


rhla reoent ly formed ■ public relations* organization, according to 
confidential informant of the Los Angeles Field Division, 
lounced that its functions are to /a see that liberal, progressive commentators, 
such as are listed as supporting the organisation are kept on the air as an 
antidote to the radio prostitutes 'who put their personal well-being above that 
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all connected directly and Indirectly with the Hollywood film industry. 

are i 


They 


James Roosevelt 
Sam Balter 
Arerill Berman 
Peter De Lima 
Bill Pennell 

Sidney wager (San Francisco) 


Also listed as supporting this venture are businessmen of Los 
Angeles, all of whom lean toward the Communist position. The offices of this 
group are located at 66 33 Whitley Terrace, Hollywood. 

WESTERN COUNCIL FOR PROGRESSIVE 
BUSINESS. LABOR AND AGRICULTURE 




Los Ajurmlmm aonfidunligl inf araAnt. inf armmA 
this is a m s msysm SSS^r assure group in the Hollywood section which 
cooperated with the foregoing organization, John Barnes and Associates. This group 
Is obviously a Communist pressure group beoause of the namea given as supporting 
it. Soma of them aret 


Robert w. Fenny 
Bartley C. Crum 
Will Rogers, Jr. 
Aibwfe 
Sam Balter 
Paul Roboaon 
Arch Oboler 
Phillip H. Connelly 
Georg# Campbell 
James Roosevelt, and 
■any others. 



HOLLYWOOD COCflJICCTY RADIO 


confidential informant of the Lot Angeles 
Office, of in dividual a, all oX whom have been 

IdentiXied with Communist activities in Hollywood, has applied to the 
Federal Cammunicationa Association Xor license to operate a standard radio 
broadcast station to be located in Oardena, California. Gardena Is a 
suburb of Los Angeles. The application was Xiled on July 18, 1946* The 
group also Xiled Xor a Hollywood FH outlet Xor the 1560 Kilocycle band. 

lhile this venture is connected with the radio industry, all those 
involved are connected with the Hollywood motion picture industry. This 
eource relates that the station would be devo ted t o sprea ding Comm unist 
propaganda. 

The hearing for a permit to operate this radio station was scheduled 
to come up before the Federal Communications Cowrdss^n on October 14, 1946. 
The group applying for the license, according tofljj^^is under Communist 
ccntrol and all the officers and stockholders hav^Tong records of Communist 
activity. They are as follows t 

Alvin Wilder, President, broadcaster 
Peril Stewart, Vice-President, radio writer 
Cal Kuhl, Second Vice President, writer 
Pauline Lauber, Financial Secretary, Hollywood 
Writers Mobilisation Secretary 
John T. McTeman, Treasurer, Attorney 


Directors: 


Franklin Fearing, UCLA Professor 

Sam Moore, president of Badlo Writers Guild 

Abraham L. Polonsky, writer 

Phillip U. Connelly, Secretary Treasurer LA IUC 
George Campbell, Secretary of Musicians Union, 
Local #47, AFL 

William Pome ranee, business agent Screen 
Writers Guild 
Hr Kraft, writer 

Bull Corwin, a brother of Borman Corwin - 

Stockholders : 

Charles J. gats, attorney 
Ross Avery, Treasurer of the Peoples 
Educational Center 
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Beck Moll 
Theodore Saidenberg, musician 
Seniel Os trow . 

Jack I* Berwan, theater manager ► 
Peter Kahn, Jr. . ■■■ V '• - 7 ^ 

•' George Alexander Conlourla, actor : < 
. ’'/.Lao A« Goldberg,; . . .*»*' 

' John Qarfield, actor 
Robert B. Roberta, theatrical agency 
Allan Scott 
Lillian B* Taussig 
P. C* Stewart 
• E. K. Kotkin : 

. Robert Triest 

Reginald Q. Johnson 
. Bail Corwin . . r 





The purposes of this group are to use this station for "liberal* 
"Liberal, 11 in this instance means Coasnunlet.j 



pro grace, 

JEWISH BUCK BOOK COMMITTEE OF LOS ANGELES 

According confidential informant of the 

Loo Angeles Office, local branch of the national 

organisation of the earns nans headed by Albert Einstein, It has announced 
that on October 1, 1946, a mass meeting will be held at the Shrine 
Auditorial, Loe Angeles. The principal speaker at this meeting will be 
Congressman Emanuel Cellar of Sew Tortc. The purposes of this organisation 
are stated by it in the "People's Daily World," September 6, 1946, to be to 
•present every public offioial in the State with a copy of the Jewish Blaok 
Book as a reminder that what happened over there must not happen over here," 


o® uni at at 


s tates that those active in this 
with Com® uni at activities and most of them have 
picture Industry. They are the following j 


group have all been Identified 
oonneetions with the notion 


f 



Lion Feuchtwanger, refugee writer 
Julius FUgelnan 

Dr. Sanford Ooldner, labor research 

Peter U. Kahn 


Jwk Agins, an employee at the people** 
Educational Center 
Mrs. Anns Allen 
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Harry Bauman, Businessman 
Levis Milestone, director 
. Artie Shaw, bandleader : * 

John Cferfield, aqtor /•' . 

■ ''' Oscar Pattis '- r hy r : .y *• .\.- 

v Peter H. Kahn, Jr. . < • i.VV. 

' Jay Gomey, song writer 
Robert Reason, writer and director 
Mrs. Fred G. Pollock 
Henry Slankfort, writer and director 
Dr. Isadora Rees, Jewish Rabbi 
v , Paul jarrico, writer \ l >: . . .• 

John Berry, director - 
-Samuel Ornit*, writer 
A. Maywudes, ITO . 

Mrs. A. Prinzmetal 

George Stiller, businessman 100-138754-134 Page 8 




As a result of the meeting held at the Shrine Auditorium, Los 
Angeles, October 1, 1946, the following resolutions were adopted and disseoinatedt 

. Stop the State Department's "Get Tough nth Russia" policy 

Support Heniy Wallaoe in his attitude toward Russia and the 
atomic bcmb. 

Criticize the "imperialist" policy of Britain in sending trocps 
to Greece. 


Get United States troops out of China. 


And all other "must" agitation according to the present Communist 
Party line. 

Those taking part In the meeting were* 




Ellis E. Patterson, Congressman from California 
Artie Shaw, Hollywood band leader 
Kenneth Leslie, Editor of "The Protestant," a 
Comnunist propaganda magazine, issued monthly 
supposedly in the interest of the Protestants 
in the United States and anti-CathCLio ' . 



SO - 





Rabbi L'ax Nussbaiau, Rabbi, Israel TeaplC - 
lion Feuchtwangcr, Refugee and ■KTiter 
Dr* Sanford Goldner, CIO Research Assistant 
Peter U* Kahn, Businessman 
Dr. Jack Agina, teacher in the peoples 
Education Center 
Julius Fligelman ... 
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BDLLIWOOD IHDEPSHDEKT CL HZfiKS COIflCTTSI 
OF THE ARTS. SCISBCES AJD P&UFESSIOMS _ 
(lovember 14, 194& through February Ltt 1947) 


A. confidential Informant of the Los Angeles Field Hvijion,l 

in Hovember, 1946, advised tne Hollywood Independent C: 

Jommittee of the Arte, Sciences and Professions had issued thousands of 
tetters to organizations, unions and individuals, asking support for the - > 
same list of candidatos supported by the Communist Party and the Coanunlst 
front groups. Despite this, only one candidate supported by the organization 
for a major office was elected. This candidate was Helen Qahagan Douglas who 
was reelected to Congress from the 14th Congressional district. All others 
were defeated. 
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In this campaign the organisation cooperated with all other Communist 
dominated groups, such ast 

0 | ^ ’ e 

Ins Angelas CIO Council . ,, 

national Citizens PAC 

Progressive AF of L Comittee 

Railroad Brotherhoods Joint Legislative Council 

But ae this entire program ms defeated and as the entire political 
complexion of the State of California was changed, swinging definitely to the 
right, the HICCASP is now left in an isolated and unpopular position, even 
within the Hollywood studio circles. In fact, one member of the organization 
stated, "we were completely stunned by this turn of events." 

• However, despite all this, the HICCASP is still dominated by the 

Communist Party. It will hew to any changes made by this party. In fact, 
the HICCASP, like the Communist Party Itself, will now be reorganized to meet 
the conditions of change, which are referred to under Section III. It will con- 
form to the change in the tactics of the Coramnist Party of the United States which 
will now be altered because of the cooing clash with the Soviet Union. For this 
reason, it can be stated that the HICCASP is now midway between two political 
positions, one a hangover froo the Communist Political Association and tne 
other the late position, the revolutionary position of Marxism-Leninism. It 
will now become either a more open propaganda agency for the Com uni at Party, 
or go out of existence altogether. 

In December, 1946, the same infomant,^BM» reported that the 
national organisation ICCASP is contemplating marpng with the national Citizens 
Political Action Committee with the ultimate object of laying the foundation for 
a "third party" to be composed of and controlled by the so-called "liberal* 
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•laments In tbs United States* ^t Is not known as ye t whetftr this new combine- 
Mto^nhould it be brought about, will bear a different nam^ from either of 
named. Should this new combination emerge as a tMrd party, it 
would be right in line with the Connunist Party of the Unit^i States which 
is now agitating for such a third party. 


While no open meetings haws been held, or announcements made of this 
proposed merger of the two organlxationb before mentioned, meetings have been 
held in private homes for discussion of the subject, the last meeting was 
neld in the home of £ddie Cantor on December 3, 1946, where the matter was 
ciscus8ed. It was impossible to secure the names of those who attended, but 
the matter of the new party was discussed favorably along with the proposed 
leadership of henry Wallace and Claude Pepper. However, tne informant states 
that the matter was discussea more from a racial standpoint (Jewish) than 
from a lioeral (Communist) one. 

In January of 1947, informant ^^^Kreported that the Hollywood 
chapter of the national organisation is iBv^preparlng to go out of existence 
under that name and emerge as the Hollywood Branch of the new organization 
formed in Jfew fork on December 23 and 29, 1946, called Progressive Citizens of 
America. This latter organization was formed by a mergar of the ICCA3P and 
the National Citizens Political Action Committee (K’CPAC). 

The convention to bring forth this new organization -as held in flew 
fork on the afore-mentioned dates. The delegates wno represented the Holly- 
wood ICCASP were the following t 

£. X. Harburg - song writer 
George Pepper — musician 
Larry Adler - musician 
Anne Severe - actress 
Aline UcKahon 

The delegates representing the HCPAC from Southern California were: 

Bert Witt' 

Simon Lazarus 

Howard Da Silva - screen actor 

Tne Hollywood branch of the new organization is now being set up, 
and up to the time of this report it had not been completed. Who the officers 
are and vrnat the general program will be had rot as yet been determined. 
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HOLLftOOL WRITBfcS iiCBILlZATICM 

The "Guildemmn," official newspaper of tho Americas SSwspaper Guild 
1, 1946, reflected the specific 1946-47 program ol tie Hollywood 
bbilization as follows t 1 


"PJbLIC SERVICE 

•Continue to meet the heavy volume of requests for writing, producing, and 
directing services in line with patriotic objectives and designed to help 
safeguard and give meaning to the peace. 


■PJaiUMlONS 

".Development of the field of 'The Hollywood Quarterly', the unique non-profit 
magazine co-spcnsored by tne Hollywood Writers Mobilization anu the University 
oi' California to provide a nature medium of expression for workers in tne 
communications industries and for the study of those industries. Publication 
of this magazine marks the first time, writers, producers, artists, directors, 
and. technologists have Joined with a major university In a project of this kind. 

I 

* 

■HofrlOM PICTURES 

( 

"Once a month ufce Mobilization shows a distinguished motion picture, tithor 
American or foreign and tnen holds a town-mseting type of audience discussion 
concerning ciaft problems in motion picture writing, directing, and producing, 
and; dealing with the social issues implicit in the picture. Tne Mobilization 
also premiers unusual films, and plans for film production in lb mm. documen- 
tary and educational field are being made. 


'hjLDIO 


"Ip cooperation with the ieaeration of American Scientists, tho Mobilization 
has created a public service sustaining series of radio plays, dealing with 
rations created by the atomic bomb and neuclear fission. Tue Bollywood 
‘.'rlters Ibbilization is also establishing a new radio work shop for the 
exploration o*f new fine experimental techniques in radio writing and production 


the Unbilizatior 


"jlEvVSPAPahS 

"Die Mobilization is working closely with the Bos An 6 eles Newspaper Gulla 
In k’ t» public relations field, and in ;.he creation of SDecial articles. 


the creation of special articles. 


brochures, and ue^s stories to serve worthy purposes. It is working closely 
with T-ifey dev elop a nationally syndicated weekly colunflfor the negro 


Pi ess 






J 




"Recently the 
_the United 
its 



Mobilization has received official awards froia/the^ovemment 
States, the Government of Canada and from Government Eepart- 
war activities services in which the LANG played a vital role." 


* 


Lr 


following ie a summary of the war activities servidjas^endered by the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization to the present times 


Documentary and ehort subject films 210 
■Radio scripts IO69 
Army-havy camp shows ' 910 
Var bona speeches 490 
Blood bank speeches 430 
4a r agency brochures 29 
bar activity feature stories 125 
Songs 60 
Posters and slogans 3£0 


Confidential inf ormant ^J^gin reporting on the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization in November, 1946, seated that this Communist controlled propaganda 
organization has, within the last sixty days or more, narrowed its activities to 
a considerable extent. It hqs not, as an organization, supportea or sponsored 
tne usual run of Corcmunist pressure groups, but has insteaa confined its 
activities to the radio field. 


while the writer neobera of this group are, at the vane tir.e, manors 
of or supporters of many o:her activities of a Corsrrunist front nature, the or- 
ganization itself has withdrawn from open support of such. This does not mean 
any change in ideology or desertion of the Connanist movement in Hclly-tood. 
l*t is because other organizations have preempted the field of open political 
action. Such organizations are the Hollywood Independent Citizens Com- 
mittee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, the tin the Peace Congress, 
National Citizens Political Action Committee, etc. 



Tne last important activity of the organisation, aside from its radio 
efforts, was the publication of the Hollywood quarterly, a publication sponsored 
jointly by •Uie hill and the University of California at Los Angeles, UCLA. 

Tne last issue cf thus magazine was oated July, 1946. Another issue «as 
aue in October. At the time of this report, tnis issue had not been published. 
Tne alliance with the university is still in existence, although tnere n-s been 
vary little activity in conjunction with the university. 

Confidential informant HHfurther adviced that a radio , rogram en- 
titled "It is Beginning Here" is being sponsored by the organization and 
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presented over radio station KLAC in Loa Angelas. The program is pres-nted 
each Monday evening at 7*15 p.m. The program purports to belin Ihs "interest 

gxity groups." The program follows exactly the positiln of the Communist 
is question of minorities. Those taking part in this program written 

UBlf V 

unjt oi ^ 

Lillian Randolph, Wegro actress 
Xen files, announcer 

Harry Hoijer, Professor of Anthropology of l£LA 
Mrs. Hetty Jones, llegro of a public housing project 
Lee Horton, writer and director, member of HWM 


The content of this program is the usual agitation of minority prejudices 
against the established. American customs* 


Interspersed with these programs at various times are so-called "dis- 
cussions" of the Jegro and minority questions. Such discussions toajf place on 
October 7, 1946, and several times since. Those taking part were; 

Carey McVilliama, attorney and follower of the 
Communist Party line 

Carleton Moss, fegro writer employed in Hollywood 
True Hoardcan, Hollywood writer, radio and screen 


Ail the foregoing are members of the Mobilisation and connected with other Com- 
munist front organizations. 



Tn rscssibsr of 1946,^^^S reported that th* 
ration had again become active^^^^opaganda fields and pressure tactics. He 
reported that because of its connections with the University of California, a 
state institution, which connections are definite and fixed with tne State 
Hoard of Regents, the Hollywood liters Mobilization is able to penetrate 
and influence many other sources not possible otherwise. 


* 



Under tne joint sponsoiship of the University and the Hollywood 
writers Mobilization,- the organization publishes a "Quarterly " magazine 
dealing witn motion pictures, radio and music ana so-called, "culture" in 
general. Tie October, 1946, issue of this publication, printed by the Uni- 
versity Press and copywrited by the Hoard of Regents of the University, is 
now on the news stands. The nature of the publication is, cf course, determined 
bj the pei'sons responsible for its content. The complete list of these per- 
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either as actual members of the Party, cr ardent sympathizers, is as follows: 



J 


■J 


Eoitors i 

•John Howard Lawson - writer 
i'rankli n Fearing - UCLA Professor 
Aetna ta yacdowan - writer 
Franklin P. ho lie — UCLA teacher 
Sanael T. Farquahar - aaitor, Hollywood Quarterly 
•Sylvia Jarrico - Assistant Adi tor, writer 

Advisory Comittaea ; 

tfOTlOM PICTJ5S ' 

Ralph Beals - UCLA Professor 
Howard Estabrock - writer 
Arthur Ball - writer 
•Leon Becker - writer 
Carl Beier 

Leonard £looit - UCLA Professor 
•Bill Blowita - writer 
L. M. K. Boelter - writer 
William Brockway - writer 
•Sidney Buchman - Director 
liae Churchill - writer 
jCharles G. Clarke - teacher 
•Edward Dnytryk - Director 
Farciot Edouart - teacher 
liargaret Gledhill - writer 
*B. N. Hooka r - writer 
•Boris Ingster - Russian writer 
Dorothy Jonas - writer 
Harry Kiooall - writer 
Alexander Knox - acter 
Vern 0. Anudsen 
Hilton liiims - writer 
Erc^ett Lawery - writer 
Harold Leonard - writer 
•Jay Layda - writer 
Ben Maddow - writer 



Dudley Aicnols - director 
Florence Odets - photographer 
•Irving Pichel - director and writer 

c 


r 
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♦Abraham Pblnaaky - writer 
Vladimir Poiner - writer 
David Robinson - writer 
♦Zachary Schwartz - writer 
Fred Serscn 
Vincent Sherman - writerr and director 
Sidney Solow - writer 
wTheodore Strauss - writ-r 
Ernest Templin - writer 
Greg To land - writer 
♦John Weber -» writer 
Michael Wilson - writer 
Virginia Iright - columnist 

MUSIC: 


iawrence Morton 

Ingolf Dahl - composer of music 

Martha Deane — teacher 

Adolph Deutsch - composer 

Hanns Rialer - (brother of Gerhart Eisler) 

composer and director of music 
Hugo Friedhofer - composer 
Gail Kubik - composer 
Robert Nelson - writer 
David Svksin - writer of music 
♦Earl Robinson - composer 
Walter Rabaamen - writer of music 

RADIO: 


r 


Harry Hojjer - UCLA Profesaor 
Kilton Merlin - writer 
Forrest dames - writer 
True riordman - writer 
♦Joan BunJkel - radio writer 
dalph ireud — teacher at UCLA 
♦Dwight Hauser - radio announcer 
Nancy Holme - radio writer 
John Houseman - writer 
Carl Euhl - writer 
Jerome Lnsrence - writer 
Robert Leona ;d - director and producer 


k 
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. ' Ranald JiacEougall - -writer 
Arnold Marquis - writer 
William Matthews - writer 
*San Moore - writer 
♦Harold Salens on - writer 
Ashmead Scott - writer 
Paul Stewart - director at Paramount 
''Orson Welles - actor 

John Ihedon - writer, Committee for Better Education 

The asterisk placed before certain nanes appearing on the above list 
indicates that these individuals have been previously identified as having been 
affiliated with the Communist Party program either directly or through its 
front organizations. 

It will be noticed that the name of Banns dialer appears as a member 
of the Hollywood Mritera Mobilisation and a^on^oJ^^ie 1 ■adv^ors’^i^Drojrams. 
This is the same Bsnns Eisler mentioned as the 

brother of Geroard Eisler (Hans Berger) and^cTTv^TrPthe woflR^Tn^bissian 
Secret Police in the United States for some ten years. 

In addition to above activity, the Hollywood Writers Mobilization 
has launched a scries of ten "forums'* which it calls "Counter-Ac tack." These * 
discussion forums purport to be for the purpose of "exposing the Tenney-Koarst- 
hankin attack on cultural and academic freedom." The first of the series was 
held at the £1 patio Theater, Hollywood, on December 2, 1946. The list of 
speakers for the entire series was announced as: 



r 
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Uillen Brand - writer 
Peter He Lima - conn enta tor 

Frances Eisenberg - school ttuener, San Itmando Valley 
Franklin Fearing UCLA professor 
Lion Feucn ewanger - tieraan refugee 
Harry Holjer - UCLA professor 
John B. Kugnee - commentator 
Howard Koch - writer 
Emmett Lavery - writer 
♦John Howard Lawson - writer 
Kenneth ifacGowan - writer 
Arch Oboier - writer 

. ♦ff.E.Oliver - writer 

f Harold Drr - Federation of Teachers Local 430 

William N. Robson 
Dora Senary - Assistant producer 



o 




Paul Stewart — director at Paramount 
♦Dalton Tmmbo - writer 

The following wore the speakers at the December -2 

Averill Berman - broadcaster 
John B. Hughes - commentator 
Mrs* /ranees Eisenberg - school teacher in San 

Fernando Valley 


r 


1946, meeting: 




Howard Koch - writer 
♦Bichard Collins - writer 
Millen Brand - writer 
Peter de Lisa - commentator 

Mrs* Blanche Betting ton - school teacher in San 

Fernando Valley 


Each speaker followed the present line of the Communist Party which 
purports to be aware of a "native fascist" movement to destroy personal liber- 
ties, control education and thought} in general all the speakers pretended to 
6ee the setting up of a fascist state in this country In short order; and only 
tney and their kind can prevent suen a catastrophe. 

llrs. Eisenberg and Mrs. oettington were discovered to be indoctrinating 
their pupils with the Communist Party line, they ootn being teachers in tne 
Los Angeles public schools. 

The subjects for the complete scries will bej 

lou Can't Teach That 
te Attack on Hollywood 

•uat's Behind the Rank! n- Tenney-good Smear Campaign? 
iho Owns the Air? 

The Story Behind the Blue Book Report of the PCC 
The Booa Burners 

The Hears t-Inspired Campaign to Control the literary Freedom 
lou can't Hear Xnat^ 

Thought-Control Via' the Air »aves 
America's Iron Curtain 

Restrictions on Freedom of International Communication 
Tou Can't Print That 
Suppression of the hews 
The Writer Under Attack 
Drive to Control the Vhritten Bold 

(Mover a criticism of Soviet Russia) 



4*H- 


HOUITOOD COMMUNITY RA-CIQ 


/ 

the Communists *nrf Communist sympathisers which hwe been reported 
Euri.au as affiliated with the Hollywood Community BafLio group indi- 
es tys u£"l this is another attempt on the part of the Commuifi-sts to obtain 
a radio station witnin an area mere they have a considerably following to 
aisseminate their propaganda and doctrines* The Communist connections of this 
group eere called to the attention of the federal Coamrunications Commission by 
smorandum dated October 1, 1946 , and by memorandum dated December lb , 1946. 

1 second hearing is to be held on March' 10, 1947, at Los Angeles, California, 
by the federal Communications Commission at which time the Hollywood Community 
Radio will endeavor to refute the allegations which have been made against it 
In that it has Cormuniat connections. It should be pointed out that at the 
first hearing held by the ?CC, Jack Tenney of the Un-Amerlcac Activities 
Committee for the State of California belabored the Communists and Communist 
connections of the Hollywood Community Radio for some four hours. 


u 


There are two other groups applying for the license for this five 
kilowatt station* They are the Coast Radio Broadcasting Corporation and the 
Huntington Park Broadcasting Corporation. Should this licens^be granted to 
the Hollywood Community Radio group, confidential informant of the Los 
Angeles Uifice has <atated that wnile tae name of this group is" the Hollywood 
Community Radio in reality it. is the Hollywood Writers Mobilization and that 
all cf the actuve officers or officers to oe are members of the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization. He also indicated that if this license was to be given 
to the Hollywood Co-rmunity Radio that the Hollywood Writers Mobilization would 
direct Its entire efforts to the radio field. 


AMERICAN AUTHORS ' AUTHORITY 



a screen writer who has requested that his name be 
kept in Gutfidence, advised Agonts of the Los Angeles office 

that the purpose of the American Authors Authority would oe to set up a 
Director from each of the four guilds, namely, tae Screen writers Gu-iia, the 
Dramatists Build, the Authors League of America, ana the Radio "Sri tors Guild. 
These directors would in turn* elect a president who noulu also be a director 
and chairman of the board. The American Authors Authority would then establish 
field representatives, lobbyists and offices to be maintained in Washington, 

D. C., Now York City, Chicago and Los Angelas. The aim of the American Authors 
Authority would be to copyright in its own name for benefit of its members 
all literature whether lor tho stage, screen, book, magazine or radio and lease 
out never sell the rights to all of this literature under copyright. 
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The Authority la to be 'financed by a service charg e l gyied on all 
corporations toing business with the AAA, and eventually a rfsrcentage will 
be levied against the gross of every magazine, book publish**, reprint publisher, 
station and ever,* picture company, which would qe pooled into a 
7 either divided among the members or us,d for 4 plan for the 

- member's future security* It has been carefully pointed oubLth^t the AAA would 
\ make no attempt to supercede the four guilds, but to insure its power, a plan 
I s under way wnereby members of the AAA would refuse to work on any material 
except that owned by the AAA* 

For some time writers have been seeking to prohibit the outright 
sale of their material and th us gain revenue from the reissue of a film, or 
book, or story, and info naan previously mentioned, has pointed 

out that many of the writers within one Screen Ariters Guild have been honestly 
and sincerely attracted by the economic aspect of establishing an American 
Authors Authority. However, this proposal can be seen as an instrument to 
demand absolute control over every type of printed material* In tnis connec- 
tion it is interesting to point out that on Itay 23, 1946, through a technical 
surveillance maintained oh John Howard Lawson, leader of the Communist movement 
in the motion picture industry, it was learned that Lawson while discussing the 
best way to ^ommunlze* the United States stated "the best part is by Corns unising 
tae writers and producers in Bollywood, and eventually controlling every picture 
and fiction story produced in Hollywood and perhaps one cay controlling every 
news article in the US that the people read." 


There has, of course, oeen a vigorous opposition to the establishment 
of an AAA | and the October, 1946, issue cf the Screen filter reflects a portion 
of the criticlwa expressed against this plan in the press. The plan has been 
attackec as an "iron curtain ban on writers," and the charge has frequently 
been mtde that the Screen liters Guild has come under the complete domination 
of the Communist Party, ff. R. Wilkerson, editor of the Hollywood Reporter, has 
called the AAA a vote for "Joe Stalin." 


f 



Ihe criticism of the establishment of an AAA has not been limited 
to the ^ress, but has extended to a group of prominent writers in New Icrk who 
on Scptemoer 12, 1946, formed "The American Writers Association" to combat what 
they termed an attempt to establish monopoly control over literary production 
in the U.3. This association of 50 prominent writers, including Louis Bromfield, 
aatnarine Brush, John hrskine, ana others, has set up a headquarters in hew 
lork and is seeking to enlist the aid of 300 other ltading American authors, 
publicly stating that the Association will fight any attempt to establish 
"a dictatorship over the nation's writers." 

Through a technical surveillance on John Howard Lawson it has been 
aac: rteined that the Communists are vigorously promoting the establishment 
-of an AAA, .and this source revealed that on September 24, 1946, ?• J. Jerome, 
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National Co am unis t figure, came to Los Angeles to consult wmh Coot uniat 
reeg writers in an effort to promote the AAA. Becently, Aboudr Linhart, 
ikian film czar, has been in Los Angeles, and on September 24, 
1946, Linhart met with Communist Harold J. Salem 3 on, lirectd’ of Publica- 
tions for the Screen Writers Cuila, to discuss the AAA. 


_ Following the widespread opposition to tne establishment of an AAA, 
wastes M. Cain announced in the October 4, 1946, issue of Variety that the 
entire plan was being redrafted by a special sub-committee of the Screen Bribers 
Guild, to allay fears that polities would enter into the operations of the AAA. 
later in t^e month, Cain went to hew lorif to discuss this proposal with the 
American Authors League, but was unable to confer with the president, Elmer 
race, who has since resigned. Cain publicly accused Bice of ignoring him, and 
Indicated that he was hawing considerable difficulty getting the Authors League 
of America to subscribe to his plan. Interviewed in hew Ycrk, Cain 3 bated 
that he was retreating from the original proposal for an AAA, and stated that 
the plan no longer envisioned a monopoly on writing properties, and he stated 
that authors would be free to join or not join. 


lathe rlne Barnes of MOM studios uas stated that in a discussion of 
this plan with Louie B. Mayer, head of KuM, Mayer advised this source teat he 
would use public domain material lor as long as twenty years if necessary, to 
defeat this proposal. Apparently in the realization that especially film 
producers woula resort to public domain material, Howard iimacale and Guy iUidore 
wrote an article in the October, 1946, issue of the Screen Writer, entitled 
"*ant to Buy the Brooklyn Bridge?" Both Dimsdale and icdore are members of 
the Communist Party, and in this article "remanded" that public domain material 
be administered for the public level. The authors stated that "either the 
ilovernment through a Secretary of fine Arts (long overdue in our cabinet), or 
tne various responsible bodies of organized artists should be put in charge 
of public domain. 


The issue of the AAA is given widespread attention in the Screen 
Writer, and tne editorial in the October, 1946, issue of the Screen writer was 
fc iven over t,o praising tne AAA. 


At a meeting neld on August 8, 194 



ouncil of Hollywood 


Guilds ana Unions Ur. waiter Lunniger of tne Screen writers Guild appeared 
oefore the Council members and urged the members to give tneir support to the 
American Authors Authority which is b ein^r nushad by members of the Conrrunist 
Party. This information was obtaintd] 

by an agent of tne Los Angeles Field Office. 

confidential informant of the Los An eles Office, in 




l 



referring to the Authority has stated that it has not been ajJT3*^o put over 
Its program before the Executive Council of the Authors Leaiie of America. 

jd that the action is now pending before the Council and is to be taken 
n 1947. I 
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■IOUR WORLD 8 


Above Is the title for a new magazine sponsored by the Amerlcan- 
Hussian Institute and to be published In Canada, the first Issue was scheduled 
to come out during 'the month of January, 1947. the announcement of this new 
publication was made by Baynond Arthur Levies at a meeting held on November 13, 
lv4t>, at tne first Unitarian Church In Los Angeles to celebrate the twenty-ninth 
anniversary of the Russian revolution. 

Die siaff of the magasine was to be composed of the following 

Raymond Arthur Davies, Editor-In-Chief 

Borman Corwin, Associate Editor, radio writer 

Leo Huberman, Associate Editor, Publicity Department of 
the CIO, Washington, D. C. 

Ella min ter. Associate Editor, writer 
*Ring Lardner, Jr., Associate Editor, writer 

Carey McWilliams, Associate Editor, professional speaker 

George Seldes, Associate Editor, published of 8 ln fact 

*e 

All the above have long records of Connunist activities. Ehlle this 
publication was to be issued from Canada, it is evident that Hollywood will 
direct the material and contents; 

PEOPL'-S EDUCATIONAL C-.KrtR •/ 

w 

It has been reported that this Carmunist influenced school for the 
iiidoctrijjation of young persons in the motion picture industry and those aspiring 
to get into tne industry has recently announced its mid-winter courses. It has 
ooen reported that its officers and instructors as nell as the courses announced 
are tee usual Communist personnel an- propaganda efforts. Its courses are 
said to follow the Communist Party line and the school iuself hus been reporter 
as being very successful. The Peoples Educational Center has also been referred 
to as one of the potent factors in propagandising. Consnuaista and developing 
""Individual Communists in the Hollywood picture industry. Bie director of the 
-school is Sidney Lavison who is reported to be a known Communist of long standing. 
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ACTOhS EQUITY ASSOCIATION 





Die Los Angeles Examiner for November 25, 1946, un 
Actors Asking Beds Ouster" under & New York by-line, state' 
Bor* than 2500 of America's leading actors of Btage, screes 
signed' petitions demanding that the Aotors Equity Association 
Communis ts. 
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clear out the 


! The following is a notation from this newspaper article: 

* * ‘ » 1 ' 

1 I' 

I J. "During the past months hundreds of petitions have been circulated 
on Broadway and in Hollywood by members of the AFL Union, which has been 
aocusea of being dominated by followers of the Communist Party line. 


i 

1 "These petitions which demand tn&t all Bed Fascists be removed 
from /the council. Equity's governing body, have in many cases been signed 
by the entire casts of several bit shows on Broadway. 


■The present Communist wing of the Equity is visibly concerned 
With these petitions, it is known, and are retaliating with threats 
against those who are circulating the anti-Communist statement." 
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PROGRESSIVE CITIZENS OF AME 



■a 

a was 

f Arts 

■ th , r*n1 


(February 14, 1947 to April 22. 19|7) 


Tbe Los Angeles Chapter of the Progressive Citizens of America, 
was formed as a result of the Hollywood Independent Citizen Committee or the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions going out of existence and being officially 

seed by a new organisation known as the Progressive Citizens of A merica 
on February 11, 1947, according to Confidential Informants 

In a special report submitted by the Los Angeles Office onTthe Communists in 
the motion picture Industry, the following information was set out as obtained 
from highly confidential techniques or reliable informants, reflecting the 
Communists within the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions: 


„ . Members of the exceptive council are William Blowita, publicist; v _ 

Sidney Bachman, producer; Abraham Barrows, screen and radio writer; Norval Crul 
char, secretary of Film Technicians Local 683; Rex Ingram, Negro actor; John 
. Howard Lawson, screen writer; Jack Most, producer; William Pomerance, 
business agent and executive secretary of the Screen Writers Guild; Earl Robinson, 
composer; Dalton Trumbo, screen writer, and Frank Tuttle, director. 


By way of background concerning the formation of the Progressive 
Citizens of America in Hollywood, Confidential Informant reported that 
t on February 11, 1947, the Hollywood Independent Citizens ^finmittee did hold a 
- meeting at the Embassy Auditorium in Los Angeles, at which meeting the formal 
> ' change of name to Progressive Citizens of America took place. This meeting, 
according to the informant, was authorized by Jo Davidson, one of the co-chairmen 
of the National Progressive Citizens of America, who was at that time in the Los *• 
Angeles area. The call to attend the meeting was issued in the names of the 
following individuals: 



Brig. Gen. Evens F,„ Carlson, U. S. Marines Commander (retired); 
Norma iCorwin, writer and radio broadcaster; 

John Cromwell, Director and Chairman of H1CCASP; 

Bartley C. Crum, Attorney at San Francisco, U. S. Government, 

Palestine Commission member; 

Jo Davidson, Sculptor, New York City; 

Albert Dekker, actor; 

Mrs.. William Dieterle, wife of screen director William Dieterle; 
Augustus F, Hawkins, member of California State Assembly; 

Lena Horne, actress; j 

Gene Kelly, screen actor; L 

Robert W, Kenny, Ex-Attorney General, and Honoboxjc President of 


f 

t 


J 


Mobilization for Democracy, National Pro a Went of 
Lajeyers* Guild; 1 - 

Dr* Frank King don* National Co-Chairman of PAfljj 
Jack Kroll, successor to Sidney Hillman in CtO-RACj 
Thomas Mann, writer; L _ 

Frederic March, screen actor; 

Carey McWilliams, professional sponsor of front organizations; 
Edward Mosk, attorney; 

Seniel Os trow, businessman, furniture; 

Dr. Linus Pauling, Professor at Pasadena Polytechnic; 1 
Gregory Peck, screen actor; 

Dr. John P. Peters; 

Paul Robeson (colored) singer and actor; 

Edwird G. Robinson, screen actor; 

Dr. Havlow Shapley, Harvard University scientist; 

A. F. Whitney, Railroad brotherhood; and 
Bishop R. R. Wright. 


Of the foregoing, the following are connected with the motion picture 
industry In Hollywood; 


Norman Corwin, writer and radio broadcaster; 

John Cromwell, director of Pictures and Chairman of HICCASP; 
Albert Dekker, actor; 

Mrs. William Dieterle, wife of screen director William Dieterle; 
Lena Horne, actress (colored); 

Gene Kelly, screen actor; 

Thomas Mann, writer; 

Frederick March, sereen actor; 

Gregory Peck, screen actor; 

Paul Robeson, singer and actor (colored); 

Edward G. Robinson, screen actor. 


The speakers at this meeting held onTecruTr 


ere as follows: 


Jo Davidson 
Robert W, Kenny 
Dr. Linus Pauling 
Bert Witt 


John Cromwell 
Edward Mosk 


Albert Dekker 


National Co-Chairman of the PAC, New York; 
Former Attorney-General of California; 
California Institute of Technology, Pasadena; 
Listed as co-director of PAC in the Los 
Angeles area; 

Screen director; . ' 

Attorney and sponsor of the Beverly Hills 
Democratic Coi^mittee; 

Screen actor, formerly Stale Assemblyman; 
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.Augustus Hawkins 
Gene Kelly 


State Assemblyman; 
Screen actor. 


According to Informant Robert W. Kenny v<|t elected chairman 

of the new organization, and Senial~Ostrow, a Los Angeles bis Hie a am an, was 
elected treasurer. This new organization, on February 27, 1947, sent telegrams 
■otgned by Robert W. Kenny, chairman, to Senator Sheridan Downey and Senator 
William F. Knowlend urging Senate confirmation of David Lillentbal as Chairman 
of the Atomic Energy Commission and denouncing the hearings on his fitness as 
n “most hysterical inquisition.** 


This organization has officially endorsed the following candidates for 
election to the City Council of Los Angeles at the primary elections to be held 
on April 1, 1947. 


Lei and S. Warburton 
Lester MacMillan 
Parley P, Christensen 
G. Vernon Bennett 
Douglas D. Be brand 

John R. Roden 
George H. Moore 


Incumbent < 

■ ■, ■ t.V 

Incumbent , 

Incumbent * 

A Major In the U.S^Army at present. 
Communists are very active in his behalf . 
Incumbent 
Incumbent 


All the above have reportedly followed the political line of the Communist 
P^rty, but none is known to be a Communist Party member. * - 

> - ' • / 

On March 3, 1947, this organization established three additional units 
in the San Fernando Valley section, A meeting was held at the North Hollywood 
Hi^h School on this date. The principal speaker for the PAC was Fred Rinaldo. 
a screen writer. Other speakers were: / 


Russell L. McKalght 
Carleton Moss 
Raphael Konigsberg 
Walter J. Turner 
Dr. H. Calude Hudson 


Business Agent 683, IATSE 
Writer (Negro) 

Known Communist : 

AFL Pressmen's Union 
Negro dentist. 


A slate of 130 persons, 26 of whom have known Communist Party member- 
ship records In the Los Angeles Bureau Office, were placed in nomination by a 
committee to be elected as:the Executive Board unless some of tliem decline the - 
nomination. 


0 / 
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During April, 19*7,4Hf again reporting on this organisation. Indi- 
cated that it la the most powerro^nd effective force workini'as a front for 
the Co mmunist Party in the Southern California area. The aoteacy of the 
* ;f~o^B^|iJ£on ig mainly due to the clever use of the magic naans 4 'Hollywood.** 

4 The activities of this organization within the last thirty daycare the following: 

I Circulation of protests against the proposed aid to Greece and 

^ Turkey in the present international crisis. 


Open participation and endorsement of a meeting held in Loa Angeles 
on March 19, 1947, at which time the following persons and organizations were 
represented: 





Robert W. Kenny - Chairmen of P.C.A. (local chapter); 

Ellis E. Patterson - Ex- Congressman, Co-Chairman of State? Legis- 
lative Conference (Communist dominated); 

Reuben W. Borough - Ex-Los Angeles City employee and professional 

pamphleteer, Co-Chairman of State Legislative 
Conference (Communist dominated); 

Nemmy Sparks - Chairman of the Communist Party; 

William R. Bldner - Director of Mobilization for Democracy and 

Chairman of the meeting; 

Walter J. Turner - AFL Frlntin^ Pressmen's Union and recently 

candidate for Los Angeles Board of Education, 
endorsed by the Communist Party and followers; 

Stanley Moffatt - follower of the Communist Party line for years and 

local Justice of the Peace; 4 

Clarence Carlson - Legislative director of the Railroad Brotherhoods; 

Dr. H. Claude Hudson - Dentist, Negro candidate for the Los Angeles 

Board of Education endorsed by the Communist 
Party. 


Organizations officially represented in addition to the P.C.A. were: 


J 

-i • • • / 


/ National Lawyers Guild Ten delegates from the Communist Party 

Fifty local AFL Unions Eighty-two local Jewish organizations 

Forty local CIO unions Railroad Brotherhoods. 

Twenty various youth groups 

The results of this meeting were: 

Protest against President Truman's policy of seeding aid to Greece 
end Turkey; 

Protest against outlawing the CommunistPart 





99 


Confirmation of a massage sent by the Communist Party of Los 
Angeles County to Eugene Dennis, National Secretary of the Communist Party, 
CP tes ting the "persecution** of Communists; 1 




Condensed report of this meeting was published id the Daily People*s 
World of March 20, 1947; - * t. - 

Endorsement and sending of delegates Earl Robinson and Dolton 
Trumbo to take part in a "cavalcade* 1 of protest by Association of Veteran 
Home Bayers, s temporary paper organisation formed under Communist direction. 
This "march** on Sacramento took place on Sunday, March 23, 1947. Other Holly- 
wood personalities taking part in this venture were the following: 


Ben Rinaldo - writer Herbert Biberman - writer 

Carlton Moss - writer Robert Rossen - writer 

John Garfield - actor Larry Adler - actor 

Gale Soadergaard - actor Paul Draper - dancer 

> ’ 

In the local City primary elections, the P.C.A. endorsed all candidates 
supported by the combined Communist front groups. It did not, however, endorse 
the openly known Communist candidates such as LaRue McCormick end Eiise „ 
Mcnjar, for obvious reasons, caution being uppermost. 



On March 17, 1947, the P.C.A. held a meeting at which Dr. Harlow 
Shapley, Professor at Harvard University, w6s the principal speaker. This 
t meeting followed the Communist Party line on foreign and local affairs. In 
' addition to Dr. Shapley, Robert W. Kenny and Pater de Lima appeared. 

P.C.A. ia preparing a propaganda campaign to publish Henry Wallace*# 
speeches and other radio programs along the same lines and are now raising the 
sum of $15,000 by open appeal for the purpose. Telegrams sc.'.t out signed by 
Bert Witt for the P.C.A. Board of Directors so state. 


The national organisation of P.C.A. is now publishing a monthly organ 
called "The Progressive Citizen." This paper is being circulated by the Hollywood 
Chapter. Hollywood is represented on the staff of the publication by the following: 



Herman Shumlin 

Norman Corwin - radio commentator 
John Cromwell - writer 

Lillian Heilman - writer Robert W. Kenny - Ex-State Attorney Oei 

Gene Kelly - actor 
Frederick March - actor 


Paul Robeson Negro, singer and actor. 








On March 14, 1947, the P.C.A. sent out a circular to all members ask- 
ing them to write or wire their Senators demanding they oppose ^President 
Truman’s plan for aid to Greece and Turkey, The plea is saned by Robert ',7. 
'-MMU|^ch airman. On March 31, 1947, the P.C.A. took a fuU^age display adver- 
tiilHIifrh the Daily Variety, Hollywood Trade Publication, asking for $15,090 
to keep Henry Wallace on the air and asking at the same tim^ everyone demand 
that President Truman cease his war mo’ngering. 


From the foregoing list of activities it can be seen that the Hollywood 
P.C.A. is the spearhead of Communist pressure tactics in the Southern Cali- 
fornia area. 

* "m * 


HOLLYWOOD WRITERS MOBILIZATION 

Confidential InformantfljjjHadvised that the activities of this organi- 
sation at the present time are maT^^in three directions: 

1. Sponsoring and supporting other Communist front organisation* 
such as the HICCASP, Mobilisation for Democracy, Conference of Studio Unions, 
Civil Rights Congress, etc. Organizationally and by the individual acts of ita 
members. It lends what might be called moral support to such groups. 

2. Support and pressure efforts for the granting of a radio license 
for the establishment of a radio station at Gardena, California. This application 
for sueh license is made in the name of the ’'Hollywood Community Radio," a 
g^oup of Communists and sympathizers connected with the Hollywood film . 
industry for the most part. Hearings on this application have been heard within 
the last sixty days. The application is still under consideration by the Federal 
Communication* Com m i s s' ion . The Communist character of this application 
and the records of those interested in the venture was thoroughly exposed by 
Senator Jack B. Tenney, Chairman of the California Legislative Committee on 
Un-American Activities, at the hearings. 

3. The principal activity of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization is, 

at this time, the holding of a series of "forums'* which it publicizes as "Counter 
Attack." These so-called forums — in reality, sounding boards for the Com- 
munist Party line — are held at the El Patio Theater in Hollywood, the latest 
on January 13, 1947. The list of the speakers for the various meetings are given 
as: 

John Howard Lawson 

Dalton Trumbo 


Dora Schary Millen Brand 

FkJflfaln Fearing P^ter Lima 


J 


u 


The last meeting or “forum** was held on January 13, 1947. The 
subject for discussion was titled “The Attacks on Hollywood.** It was described 
as an “expose of the Rankin- Wood- Tenney smear campaign against the forward- 
looking picture-makers in Hollywood.** The speakers at this meeting were: 

John Howard Lawson, Ex- Attorney General Robert W, K enn y, and Irving Pichel. 

John Howard Lawson's remarks were to the effect that all Investigating 
committees were a curse; that when the Tenney Committee branded the Holly- 
wood Writers Mobilisation a “clearing house for Communist propaganda** it was 
a downright lie. He proposed that the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation set up a 
committee to investigate the investigators, and that all witnesses before any 
such investigating committee ns Tenney, Rankin, or Wood should also be summoned 
before the Hollywood Writers Moblliration so that they could be thoroughly exposed. 

Robert W. Kenny agreed with Lawson, stating that the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization should insist upon the right to investigate the investigators. He then 
went to the legal side of the rights and privileges of “investigating Committees** 
practically knocking thy whole structure over as unconstitutional and democratic. 

etc. ' 

*# 

Irving Pichel likewise made an attack on Investigating committees, 
stating that they were for the purpose of preventing Hollywood from making for- 
ward-looking pictures that teach and instruct; that these committees were seeking 
to influence the industry in their direction in order to control the thinking of the 
American people. He stated that the wey for the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation 
and its objectives to succeed would be to influence people to stay away from the 
theaters in millions and let the producers know why. Mr. Pichel is a director 
at Twentieth Century-Fox Studios. 

The California Eagle for November 7, 1946, under the heading “Holly- 
wood Writers Hit Injunction Against Chases** stated that an encouraging increase 
In the number of protests against the spread of restrictive covenants in Los 
Angeles was noted by the Civil Rights Congress as it released to the press a 
statement signed by the entire Executive Board of the Hollywood Writers Mobil i- 
, cation condemning the use of the injunction against Lillian Chase, well known 
sports end theatrical figures. The article stated, “In bebajf of the Hollywood 


Frances Eisenberg 
Leon Feuchtwanger 
Harry Hoijer 
John B. Hughes 


Howard Koch 
Emmett Lavery 
Kenneth MacGowan 
Arch Oboler 


W. E. Oliver 
Harold, Q? r 

Robinson (Robson) 
Stewart 


Harold Qpr 
Willipn JL 
PaulfStewai 


The above individuals have reportedly been affiliated with the Com- 
munist movement either directly or through its front organisations. 
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riters Mobilisation we, the undersigned officers, protest the restrictive 
covenant injunction which is preventing Jack and Lillian Chase_£rom living in 
the house the/ bought and own ht 3527 West Adams Street, ifos Angeles.'* The 
signers of the statement were the following: 1 



Howard Koch, writer - chairman; | 

Professor Franklin Fearing, U.C.L.A. Professor - 1st vice president; 
Sam Moore, writer - Zd vice president; 

Abraham Polonsky, writer - secretary; 

Chuck Jones - treasurer; . 

Irene M. Bargemen - acting executive secretary. 


The California Eagle for November 28, 1946, under the heeding 
‘'Counter-Offensive against local National Witch Hunters'* stated in part that 
s full fledged offensive against the witch hunting and book burning assault on 
the basic freedom of the American people has been organised in Hollywood 
.under the direction of the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation. 

It stated that many of the nations most distinguished writers, editors, 
educators, critics sad film and radio producers are spear-heading this move - 
against the Rankin, Bilbo, Tenney, Gerald L. K Smith "Fear-Smear technic 
of thought control.** 


It further stated that under the general heading "Counter-Attack," 
the first of a series of forums dedicated to protecting freedom of expression 
will be held at the El Patio Theater. This forum will identify end analyse the 
sets of the conspirators against the free exercise of the American Bill of Rights 
is the film, radio, education and publication fields. Subjects for subsequent 
forums were listed as follows: 


I 



You Can’t Tench That; 

The Attack on Hollywood; 

V'hat is Behind the Rankin- Wood -Tenney Smear Campaign; 

Who Cwns the Air; « 

The Story Behind the Blue Book Report of the Federal 
Communications Commission; 

The Book Burners; 

The Hurst 'Inspired Campaign to Control the Freedom of 
Literary Expression; 

You Can't Hear That; 

Thought Control Via the Air Waves; 

America's Iron Curtdn-; - 

The Restrictions on the Freedom of International Communications; 

You Can't Print That; The Suppression of the News; 

The Writer Under Attack: The Drive to Control \he-Written Word. 
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This article stated that the speakers against the “dangerous thoughts** 
■ credo being forced on the American people would be the foUytiddg persons: 


1 



Irand, Millen, novelist; 

Oe Lima, Peter, radio commentator; { 

Eisenberg, Frances R., Teacher at Comosa Park ftigh School; 
Fearing, Professor Franklin, professor of psychology, UCLA; 
Feuchtwenger, Lion, novelist; 

Hoijer, Harry, professor of anthropology, UCLA; 

Hughes, John B., radio commentator; 

Koch, Howard, screen writer and chairman of the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilisation; 

Lavery, Emmett, screen writer and president, S.W.G.j 
Lawson, John Howard, screen writer; 

MacGowan, Kenneth V/illiam, producer and educctor; 

Obler, Arch, radio writer and film director; 

Oliser, W. E., film eritlc; * ; 

Orr, Harold, president, Local 450, American Federation of Teachers; 
Hobson, William N., radio writer and producer; ^ , 

Sharey, Dora, writer and motion picture producer; A 

Stuart, Paul, film and radio director; 

T rum bo, Dalton, novelist and screen writer. 


The article stated that the Hollywood Creative Talent Club has issued 
the following statement; “It is a challenge to every American when the Rankin- 
rfoOd Committee prOpOSci a ridio CcaSOrsbip law gagging BcwS auAiysi 5 , Or 

questions the right of the theater to present a play dealing honestly with race 
relations. It is a threat of our heritage of democracy when the freedom of the 
press is distorted into the freedom to suppress vital news, or when responsible 


w m 


i v Si a vo 


.IU*r 

»*w*/ 
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The article stated further: “Our right to speak and think zs free 
Americans is at stake. The Hollywood Writers Mobilization has organized this 
sc ri*s of forums to expose the plot against our democratic heritage- The 
Counter-attack forum series will present to the public the result of expert 
research concerning the effort to subordinate and enslave the minds of the 
many for the benefit of the few Parts of the fornms will be recorded and made 
^ available for producinn in other areas of the nation.*' 

. *- 

% W R. Wilkerson stated editorially in the Hollywood Reporter for 

J, December 4, 1946, that if the turn-out for the Hollywood Writers Mobilization 
* ' forum in the El Patio Theater was “any Indication of the interest in thin set up, 

I then the whole thing is a ‘bust*, as they were less than fOOjpeople in the 700 seat 
{ auditorium who listened to a lot of *clap-trap* that was right down to Party line. 





‘‘The discussion was supposed to tie into *a Counter- Attack's gainst 
the plot to control America's thinking." But from that night « forum the idea 
seems to be an effort to control America's thinking for SoviAi&xfi and put the 
^ tei^m^g^diese United States under the finger of Moscow. * 

:*•••• j 

t The article stated that John B. Hughes, who presided at the meeting 
confined himself to "Don't believe what you read in the Hurst papers. Col. 

V McCormick's Chicago Tribune, The New York Daily News and the Hollywood 
. . Reported.** These publications were termed the "enemies of society. " It so 
.-^. happened that these papers are but a few of those in this country that have been - 
/ f attacking the "Commies'.* which to all evidence, are so dear to the heart of the . 

. ' Writers Mobilization. "The first speaker was Frances Eisenberg, tho head of 
the journalism class and supervisor of the Canova Park High School of this city, 
who was called before the recent Tenney Committee session here. Sho ranted 
and raved about the state of the nation, its down-fail, and while without mention- 
ing it, seemed to give the impression that we should Sovietiae this country. 

"Richard Collins read Millen Brand's speech because he supposedly 
is ill. It wasn't so hot but when. Howard Koch grabbed the 'mike* things warmed 
up. Along with Hughes, he warned against the condition of the press, The Reporter, 
Hurst, McCormick and Patterson attempting to make America Fascist Koch went 
into detail about his having been assigned to script Joe Davies* 'Mission to Moscow*; 
he read and reread the book; then he went into extensive research aside from the 
. book, but declared that the Warners would not let his script, especially as to 
dialogue, go through in its entirety. 

"Peter De Lima talked about the commentators who had been kicked 
off the airlaaes and urged the ZOO who were present to attend the Averlll Berman 
hearing before the Rankin-Wood Committee yesterday, ‘to get down there and 
shout. r " 

The Hollywood Reporter for December 6, 1946, under the heading 
"'Counter-Attack* on plot to Control U. S. Thinking Launched," stated that the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization unleashed the first of their "Counter-Attacks" 
against the plot to control American thinking. 

The first "Counter-Attack" forum was entitled "The Conspirators** 
and was aimed to expose the conspiracy to suppress freedom of expression It 
* was held at the El Patio Theater. 


± . ' The speakers on the forum included Howard Koch, chairman of the 

* Mobilization; Frances Eisenberg, public school teacher; Peter De Lima, a news 
, commentator; John B. Hughes, broadcaster, and Richard Collins. Koch named the 
press and radio lords as Hurst, McCormick and PatteraonX 
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AMERICAN AUTHORS AUTHORITY 
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Special Agents of the Los 

Angeles nem uivlslon were able to obtain the personal papi^rs of Lionel Berman 
of the Cultural Section of the Communist Party in New York City while he was 
visiting on the West Coast. Among these papers there was obtained a copy of a 
document setting forth the Communist cultural policy, which read in part as 
follows: /'That the development of culture is possible only within the most 
complete freedom, that the mission of Intellects is to be heralds and calling 
for a struggle to establish the writers* control over scripts, for the creation * 
of means of working without felling under the axe of the trusts who control 
production.** 


The Joint Fact-Finding Committee of the Un-American Activities in 
California, Volume 28, pages 750 and 751, reflect that the Communists* objective 
to exercise control and influence was quite well expressed by John Howard > ' 
Lawson, screen writer and lender of the Communist movement in the motion 
picture industry, when he stated that ’’The best bet is to communise the writers 
and the producers in Hollywood and eventually control every picture sad story 
produced In Hollywood and perhaps one day (control) every new article in the 
United States.” Admittedly the A. A. A, seeks strong control over all scripts, 
whether for radio, the theater, the motion pictures or magazines, and it is 
... obviously an excellent apparatus through which the Communists could obtain 
- their Objective; however, both Communists and non-Communists who support the 
A.A.A. deny that it would ever be used for such a purpose and point out that it 
was originated by James A. Cain, prominent writer, who has never been identi- 
v, . fled in Communist front activities. It is true that Cain has been widely accredited 
with originating the A.A.A., but Emmet Lavery testified before the State Committee 
on Un-American Activities that Cain was erroneously accredited with originating 
the A.A.A. In response to a direct question as to who started the A .A .A , 

Lavery testified, ’’Answer. Oh, that was on the agenda of the Screen Writers 
Board for a long time. I think, without taking any credit aw cy from Jim Cain, 

I really kicked the ball off in an article in the Screen Writers called ‘Time For 
Decision,* which was an explanation of the licensing board. But we had a sub- 
committee which had been considering this project for some time.** 

g , The committee to which Lavery referred was apparently the Original 

Material Committee of the Screen Writers Guild, for in the August, 19 » 6, issue 
of the Screen Writers, there appears a note on page 37 which states that Ring 
.Ai ^Lerdner, Jr., who has been identified through the records of Elisabeth Benson, 

* ' x -.'membership director of the Northwest Section, Los Angela^ County SommanM ** ", 
a member of the Communist Party, addressed a sheeting of the Screen 
Writers on July 29 and told of the inception of the A A.A plan through the Screen 
Writers Guild Original Material Committee. ' ; ; 
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now^ra Ester&roor, toanuned tn CcJmSrojd^Trcn^^etirltSer^ 

F, ilTtferifilK^ tteatlflii la Ctonaat it Ham t ictivWei ±.^ 
Boris in**tar. identified in Comrnunist front activities andth* 
r~4 of AflMfttOH. Writer* ■■•• ***£7 rr^J'r; 

Arthur Schwartz, identified in Communist front activities ___ 
Everett Freeman .r^, -r"-...:. ' 

Albert Wannhetmer - -AM 'X. 




* 


“’‘Th'j «rticle'to which Lswry referred in his testimony was one th at-- -- . —' 
he wrote for the May, 19*6, Issue of the Screen Writer and it pointe^^i 
the Executive Council of the Authors' League of America had recently endorsed**: '' 
in principle the concept of licensing written material and *** called upon the 'f.vr 
Authors* League to assist the Screen Writers Guild in securing wch rightsfor—* 7 
screen writers- Lavery pointed out that the Screen Writers* Guild was in itself ‘ - 
noorly powerless to enforce any licensing ideas, inasmuch as the Guild negotiates 
with the producers only for conditions of employment and the egreem-nts Under 
which the Guild operates do not apply to material sold to the studies for the 
screen. The relationship of the Screen Writers* Guild to the Authors’ League 
and to the other guilds can best be reported by the following diagram: 


Authors* League • — 


i i 

t ? 


-Screen W riters 
Guild Affiliate 


R-tiio writers Guild 
Mum oc r 


Authors Gifiic 


Member _ 


D rmsetist*' Guild 

Member-' 


Following Lavery's-articI* tH*»c appeared article in the July „ i?4iu V 
i jbuc of the Sc re un-’¥r iter ^-written by junea N, C^la which set forth the proposal 
known as the i- At A % >^n brief, C*ln proposed to sat tip an authority which would 
control and coordinate the vio'jrk of four writer guild* - those of the author* 
(msgasinr and feature sio*;,’; .writers, etc), the screen writers* the radio writers, 
and the dramatists^. This Authority would copyright in Its own name all material ^ 
produced by writers and would act in sa advisory and legal capacity to lease ont 4 
the various rfghtsTi-eh, radio reprint rights, etc.; for each writer who submitted 
material through the Authority. When Cain first proposed the plan he pointed 
out that writers all over the U S. would be forced to Join one of the four guilds; 
however, it ts understood that this provision has been withdrawn, due to tremendou 
opposition which cams from writers who are not identified with any union. The 
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Authority would fiasoc* ll»*U bf i service charge of on* per cent of the total.. 




it H it to be letidl 

cennothe changed by » produce t ot mfi itof . 


:•-. y-~3r" 





... _ . , *re*s&.. .. „- ,.,..._ .... ,.._ „ ...... . . 

v'ii “" Mar*/ McCelSy* prominent term wrlt«r, commented open this 
provision of the Aotiwrhf In Usm of the Screen W riters and stated 

that If there v*r««t.A^A.A I the writer could then, say "no to an ad libbing actor 
and 'behave yourself te a. pencil happy producer . 1 


"H*r 


•J- - .... 


. ^ • v .. . -r.~ 
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’’‘tinder the presortl set-up In the motion picture ind ustry producers > 
and directors are able to delete any offensive material from •ezipts b oi IT the 
A. A. A. were established the complete control over the script would remain 
with the writer. •• •. - _ W-S- --- ‘-7 *■ . : 




is:- 




Immediately following the proposal of the A XA., there waa widespread, 
criticism in the- press and 8 mom e number of prominent writers who labeled the 


A.\ A. .-.£ in rppiratus for * ‘thought control .** A ^rcup of prominerd writers 


sach as John Frskine, F.u^c-ne .Lyons, Dorothy Thompson., etc. formed an orgoai- 
?UH>wn cs the American "’niters Association tc cwr.retc with the ; .A. A. 



The Saturday Review of Literature, which is considered one of the 
most authoritative magazines Tor writers, describes the A.A^A. as h "blue sky ... 
proposal" and states, "This glamorous proposal is written with all the enthusiasm 
and the confidence of s wild- cat oil prospectus. It is obvious that any all-embracin 
authority of this nature, owning the copyrights to th^ works of a majority of - - 
American writers, advising them and perhaps controlling their contacts, could*. A ^ 
without much difficulty, strangle free speech and irp- -literary enterprise.*^* r - 

Those who objected^ so vigorously to the /i.A.A, did sO becr.use they 
^ '~relt that there might very well be discrimlnatloh against the writer or the material 
that he wrote, and it is interesting to note that there has been a "no discrimination' 
amendment ptssed by the Screen Wrttdrs Guild which reads/ "*...tbbt there be no 
discrimination in the rights ear-treatment accorded bjr A;A.A, to any piece of 
written material by reason of fife contfaff;" tt is interesting to point trot that-^ 
this amendment was flrit proposed by Edwin Bloom, who has been i i entitled ib“ -- 
Coarununist front activities* and it was seconded by John SexU/,’ who, according 
to the records of Elizabeth Benson, membership director of the Northwest Section, 
Los Angeles County Communist Party,. 1* a member of the Communist Party. 







Exam eiLa very t* Chairman •#' % - *' 

r.Inj lirdaer. Jr. * Vic« Chairman, Communist 




Organization: 
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. -James Cain .. . r ' .. — 

ft Ring Lnrdner* Jr, - .Communist ^ . 

Morris Cohen - identified In Cetnmuniat front activities «- -*■ 

Mary McCall - identified in Communist front activities 

' rthur Schwarts - identified in Communist front activities . ! 

Arch Obolcr 

I'oincrcnct - executive secretary o f Tcr^cn M rit«rc Guild 

Communist 

Audrey Finn - Communist t 


Rotations with Other Guilds: . < r 

4 I 

Samuel Moore * president of Radio Writers Guild, Communist 
True Boarlman - Radio Writers Guild, ivintlficd in Communist 
front activities t $.■ ■ 

Albert -Malts, - Screen Writer (Communist) - 

«hllip Dunne f j < \ ' J .if%| ... 

Frances Goodrich ' "5?"' - **'*:’■ T-T -f T 

Edwin Solvin ..‘—"is. - ■: - •• .it- 

Arthur Arthur V 1 *— • . f J . 4 • .v .. 


Public R stations*!? 


** ’ •^MCii-.^easc.-V - • * ’ 




llytrstt Fretmts — r.- j_ y~* *.-=•— . 

Alva Oessle • Communist 7" ~ 

F. Hugh Herbert * identified in Communist front activities 
Allen Rivkia - identified In Communist front activities 
A Jel St, John RoEers, 
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£-_£■•. ^DtUj^'TrtenStf^^ . - 

_".: \ -V Gordon Kni^jmii&sisi^iftdttfrf (Communist} "iM 5yjr"; . ’ • ^-r^r^L'., 

*•—•«► -^■$Uj*ta MdrcKio* Avtrf ^-- -■ ' '^.«' T^nj., 7 " ''-’‘^r.’"" 

.. ^ ^ " Karris Gable" ' v 

^ HnjB H*r)>*r^ ldtnUQ«d In Communist Tront activities ^ “ L ‘ , 

;.’• ' ’ **"6 ^Apdafr. fr. (Commuaiat) - A re- " ■;./*«' 

. „ Isabef J*enn*rt, (£ommuni*t) ~" , ' ""'" ^ yr*'' ~ ~ 1 '-- '-- 

Sonya -Levies : - :“:.■ :::sr : ‘ 

Theodore Straus* (Communist) . ”. , " ' 

Paul Trivers (Communist) ' ^5. - 

;-. Harold Salesmon, director offttbUcatioa (Communist) •:."> 

is the Deeemher 24, 194ft, Issue of both the Hollywood Reporter ud 3 
Variety, there appeared as article stating that tie Authors* League of America, 
while introducin' in principle the concept of licensing written mrteri-l, turned 
dexn Coin's proposal for r<n American Authors Authority. Variety reported ' ' 
the committee of the Authors* League of /. meric* er st-ting th-t “we recognise 
meny objectionable features lu the Authority pita fer compulsory membership, 
assignment of copyrights, and other provisions of complete l« 3 alit$.** The .C 
report went on to state that they wanted acme guarantee which wouid preclude 
th* possibility of any editorial control over written material or of a dictatorship 
of* a few men over all American writing. The article concluded by pointing out 
that presidents of the Screen.V7riters Guild, the Rad|b iter a Guild, the 

Dramatists, and the Authors Guild would meet somcfi-Ar in the aert *c *v week ir 


tc- determine thr steps which must be taken to build fc.p“: 
leasing rather than outright sale of written materiaT. 


tet aomcli-.nr in the nc 
to build ti.-.^Vn accepts 


table jl n for 


Confidential who Is unusually well 

acquainted with the Communist on picture Industry, 

summed up his o^lriieu'by -stating , **Aft’underst»nHn^ of the Communist r> arty 
line and the tactics used la influencing the entire Horary field in the United 
-States caul the further fact that the proposal comes from definite Communist 
sources In Holly wood should show conclusively that the American Authors y 
A u Ihur ity is me*nt tobe anotber Cooacnuaist ins truM tent in the United States.** 


•• The individuals listed above in this section as Communist;; h'V* been 
Identified as such cither through reitr.ble Informants by the T.oa Angeles Office 


aft® 


PEG PLE • S EDUCATIONAL CENTER 




_/ 


Ihe Los Angeles Oix ice has advised that the follociw iritU. visuals 

che People’s Educational Center are Cor.iaunists«T The Communist 
these inaividra^^^^^cvr^^enatoIlicee^hCJ^i^ result 

obtained 

conTTucntiaJl inToitant 


oi 
repo 


rt reccivec iron a 


Pe ople’s Educational Center 


Board of Lirectors: 

laurice Howard, business agent, Screen Cartoonists Guild 
Joim Howard Lawson, Screen Vfrlter 
Advis.ry ooaid: 

roller bertira;., ills Technicians’ Local, er.plwyed Pnra-o-r.t 
Lancra G.rne,,, Screen Writer 
r^fueit Lees, screen writer 
iranK Tuttle, Director 
Instructors : 

Carlton Moss (Negro), Screen Writer 
frank Tuttle, Ldrector 
terbert Liberman, Director 
Edward D.Tytrjk, Elector 
Louert Lees, Screen .'.riter 
Iicuard Lir.sdale, Gcrcon .ritcr 


\al 3-rton, Screen .iritcr 
Hugo Butler, Screen writer 
Guy Endcre, Screen writer 



Confidential Info renn ^ho ^° 5 Au.;elos 
Office reported tuat the CoBimun^^^Jchool^vae People's j-ducational Center, 
is non conducting ius spring classes. Ho stated that the suojedts are tne 
usual ones oi tuecry and tactio3 In such schools throughout trie cojrtr,/# 

Tin. c Jtrrc t t»:ac .era arc: 


;*il:on Gottliab, Gcrccn Puoliciscs Guild 

iauricc Howard, L creep cartoonists Guild, Hus ncr.s .*• -ent 

iielncr b r t r.an, 1 j is'.' Local 40, Studio Unit n 

Lloyd .an Lyke, Uni’od electrical .voric^re, Local 1 G1 

oidnoy javisufi, Uiroctor cf the school 

..allace Stark, free lance artist and teacher 


.**»cr_.e -ellor - Accountant, auditor ano easiness r 'major 
heil Enochs, Cnirese^v .<?: i cm* bureau of Lessarcnj Editor of 
Los Angeles Chinese eviow 
Uarleton ho^3, Negro, author oi "The Negro Soldier." 

Jacou Alxcs, local head oi fiorla Zionist Movement - lecturer 
Lr. Leo bigelman, K.D. Lecturer on social, economic, and political 


questions 
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Lr, frank C. Lavia, iorrcerly director oi' R.E.C., consulting 

psychologists 

L-rs. Lory Tite inarm, Valter 
^'anaj Aoowiti, U. i>. 

Y rode- rick neynolds, Retired il.L. 
lrvin u ilcnel 
Eoruert dibera&n, nriter 
Edward Unytryk, Liiector 
i’obert Lees, Writer 
tillian Blow! ts, Writer 
Kat Jar.es, writer 
Guy Endore, Writer 
John B. Saniord, Screen writer 
Chari os d. t'illhcliand, An ter 
il'-nra A jins, Russian Refugee 
: re(ia M no wits 

met ranv others lesc.r knovou 


]n addition to the Xomgoing, this school is showing a series of 
pro t Uganda i'ilrrs at the Union Hall of the Screen Cartoonists uuild, 6272 
yucca Street, Hollywood, under tuo direction of one f olio cf a_, Hollywood 
pe/tonages: 


Herbert Pibernan, wrioer 
Ld.»aid Dciyr.ryk, trit-r ana Director 
> i tz Director 

K-meth Tsc 'o a&p.j . riter 
j.-udley Nichols, ’.Vrif-er. 



THl AV cd-1 CAiv-ltUidl A.* J hi'fl TGTd 

Coniiaential Ini‘orBiant^^^re;:or>.ed tnat the Arcrican-Russiar. 
Institute as x-c.-. opened an oi'i'ice at t£o7 hollywocd loulavard. do seated 
t_. it toe folio, .in . inoivicaals aro in control c-i tno organization: 


V r? . ':'elle Euoiioli 
hr* • i s >v# f-ott-.n^er 
tr. i avid Applcoan 
Alvan Bcssio 
tdciuno ... Ccoke 
Lr. Jeorge X. in., 

Ei-. Cl_.de K. Beery 
Thoffit-is L* Harris 


Executive Secretary 

Lire c tor - La.ii tarijas up«rau>r 

*d.i sc tor 

f.riter 

rii actor, Lx-5. crate; y to iiuyor conron 
IrofeSwor at Ceojaental Collage 
iro-essor at Occidental Collage 
in^ad of Rational Council or 
Aotrican Soviet Relations 
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Constantin C. Romeff 
Dr. £. fiilson Lyon 
Jerome ft. McNair 

Lewis Milestone 

~^^H^£orrinne A. Seeds 

Harold U. Svercrup 
Ci-*w R# J^sldcn 
Zichael A. Valden 


Ru: sian ielief 


Motion Picture Di 
Teacher at U.C.L.A.' 
Teacher at U.C.L.A. 


4- 


n>r e i on. 


miStH rsn TnatH^r 


Russian-As Trican Institute 



InS CIViL RIGHTS CONGRESS 


Ooniidential Informant reported during 

iltrci* of 1?47 th^t among a list o^ 5 ^naire^ 3 igne^To a petition "gotten" 
out b/ the Civil flights Congress in New York protesting against what it 
cells "the sha 7 ref. 1 l Dorsecution of t.no German anti-.-asci at rjfutf.ee. Gerhart 

k ^ # 

Eisler," tie names rf the fcllowin : persons connected -il^h '. .e rcll>fto:c. 
motion picture industry appear: 


fhosi&s Harm 

Carey Kcr.illiajcs 
Lorothy Parker 
Gars-n Kanin 
Lashifcli Hammett 
Rockwell Rent 
illis jj. Patterson 
.Stella Adler 
John cowal'd Larson 


A refugee from Germany who received his 

Cl tii.26fi5iii p audit GTiG y£ajT ay y G* 

Professional Communist front sponsor. 
Newspaper columnist. 

..ritor ( r«cvs jack in Hollywood). 

Writer. 

HTtiS t . 

ijs.-Con 1J ressr..ai.. 

Actress* 

Screen writer and Communist functionary 


The Los Angeles Office furthor reported with rega.ru to this 
organization that Ring Lardner, Jr., who is a member of trie National 
Board of the Civil Rights Congress, is a Communist. 


Kit GuUTii ii/v C<-M ii'WivCE Fn. Hui7»;i 


fnis sare inior. ant oy tie Los Arr.eles Ofiice reported teat 
iielvyn Eouglas, the rovie actor, daring iSrch of xW/, was acting »s toe 
Hol.yaood representative for money— raisin^ pur>xoseb of tne SvUvhern Con- 
ference for Hirran .<eli'3re. He reportedly mailed out ur.-er hi s orn signature 
letters soliciting funds lor the organization. 


a T.rrr rr, fr r, pat t : ^ n pl h'_ 

•t:iU \ * ' * .1 i ‘ • ’ rn >- jw . t n s 


.iccording to Ii U ormant^^^^ tnis is a new organization forced, nation- 
wide in scope, lor the purpose of pressuring the immigration of displaced Jews 
into Palestine. From the list of those active in tne organisation in Hollywood, 

t 
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it i.ould appear to be unuor control c 
1- liti ^ viuuiln are tne following s 

Andrews - writer 
*• artist 

Gilliam jilowitz - writer 
Vera Caspary - writer 
Haro la Cluraan - director 
John Crorawell - writer 
Phillip Dunne - writer 
Lillian J. ladioan - 1X0 producer 
Sheridan Gibney - producer 
Albert Huckett - writer 
Ion Hartman - producer 
Lillian 'lielizcan - writer 
Jaras ton Hcwe — camera tan 
i'arr JaiXce - actor's agent 
daraon Kanin - producer with 
Universal-In tema tional 
Canada Loe - Negro, actor 
Sonya Levien - writer 
Groucho Harx - actor 
Puul liunl - actor 
Arch Obolsr - writer 
Irvin i riche 1 - director 
bcoert if. skin - writer 
id ward G. Rotirson - actor 
lore Sci-ary - director 
Herman Snumlin - producer 
Leonard Spegeljass - writer 
Irving Stone - writer 
rrank Tattle - writer arid director 
Frauz V.'axruin — musician 
Nilliac Ayler - director 


i.i, GitO'S STA'id 


The "la*ly V.orker” lor liarch 30, 
''racte About LiBcr ixhnation Against Negr 
captioned "Tne Negro’s Status in Screen" 


■ the Communist Party. Some of the 

C 

Laslo Jtuedek - writer I 
Henry Biankfort - writer 
Irvin., Breeder - writer ^ 

Jerome Chodorov - writer 

Horaan Corwin - radio writer 

Jules Da s sin - director 

Howard Eatabrook - writer 

John Garfield - actor 

Frances Goodrich - writer 

E« I* Harburg - writer of music 

Rita Hayworth - actress 

Paul Hcnreid - actor 

John Huston - actor 

Nunnally Johnson - writer 

uene Kelly - actor 

Emmett La very - writer 

Sol Lesser - producer 

Bela Lugosi - actor 

Lewis Pilestone - director 

Dudley Nichols - writer 

Hat Perrin - writer 

Anne Rovers - actress 

Allen Rivkia - writer 

Robert Rosser; - writer 

Allan Scott - writer 

Frank Sinatra - singer 

Donald Ogden Stewart - writer 

Joseph Szigeti - concert violinist 

baiter tanger - producer 

Cornel ftilae - actor 

Frea kiacerjan - gr c..;c- r ;-u- : 



IN SCP.L; f." 


1947* in an article entitled 
*es in the Arts" under the section 
reflects the following info nations 


"L. J. Reddick, curator oi the Scncmburii ccliuction of tho Hew Jerk 
Public L. Drary, checked over 100 films with Negro taenec of Negro characters 
j i 'more Lhsn passing significance.’ Of tnat 100, he found 75 must be 
^-classified as anti-Negro, 13 as neutral, *ith the Negro presented both 



"favorably and unfavorably in about equal proportions, and only 12 winch 
could be classified as pro-He 6 ro. r " 

— - 1 ~ 

• stereo typo is hardly mitigated by tne fear - th« very few - 

Pi c tuxes in which Negroes were decently presented. In 'Arrowsmith', years 
7 app , irere was a Negro doctor with dignity and devotion to duty. In *1 hey 
,*■ TSon't forget', there was a Negro janitor facing a third degree in a lynch— 

' fcsJ town. Negro participants in the war against fascism were shewn with 
dignity and courage in 'Sahara’ and 'Bataan 1 and 'lifeboat.' 

■Hollywood's stereotypes do have an effect. 'Birth of a Ration' was 
followed o/ a lesurgenca of the Ku Oux Han. The mod em and subtler 'Birth 
of a Nation' we Know as 'ucne Vith the *ind* contributed to obstructing 
the groTdi.g senUroent for a foderal anti-lynchin. j bill. 

"There are no Negro tecr.n;cians in Hollywood, no li-^ro cane i ar.en , 
no Negro carpenters, no writers or film cutters or labors to:/ technics ar.5* 

■As lor the Negro actor, he's 'lucky* even to get a job caricaturing 
himself, dunga Bin was played by a white actor. 

"One out of every ten Americans is a Negro a.;u Negroes do not 
appear in crowa scenes, on tho streets, in night clubs ana theatres. 

"There are theatres the Negro does not enter - not because ne can- 
not, or dare not, but because of the very atmosphere of tx*v place, the at- 
titudes of the staff and of the white patrons. In un e Jouth, when Negroes 
are even permitted to pay ur.eir way' into a motion picture theater, and it is 
never one of the oest, they are relegated to distinctly inferior dimerovx 
sections. 


"In film theatres Negroes rarely are aired for anything except 
menial Jous - porters, janitors, washroom attendants. Ticket sellers, 
ashore, noorron, managers, projectionists - whits.- 


'Ll 


PT .?. FICTCIS ALLIANCE tOR T"d£ PHLSSkVATI y Cl- A” - uCAS IDEALS 


Confidential Info naan f the Los Angeles Office 

r.a 3 informed tout tiiis anti— which has been quiet 
for some year or so has now come to life '/.lth a program to oopose Com- 
munist activities in tne Hollywood motion picture industry. It has 
a i ranged for a series of lacturco bp certain nationally known ’ social 
dem-ic ratr. . w The lirst of the series took plate on Lno eve/iing of 
^eoruary 11, 1947, at we Loell Club in Los Angel, s wnen Eugene Lyons, 
'"author of the Led Lecade spoke. 
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Inter on '-he following will be speakers; _ 

Sidney Hook, Professor at Columbia University, hew lorkf 
iiilinT Henry CnamDorlain, writer and colurmlstj an<J 
Teuben H. taiknar., foreig n corroa^-cniert ar.-J authority on 
D.? jsnlxtn Status. ” 


Tne “tally Variety," trace paper cf the notion picture business, 
lor April 10, ly 4 V, under the heading "2cti. To Do Anti -ted .icture", 
stated in part that "The Iron durtaxu,“ an anti-Ccr.uun.it film inspired 
by J. Ldpar Hoover’s speech before tne Houaa Committee on Uu-^narican 
Activi ties, March 26, 1947, will go into production at 20th Centum 
this Sac or. This announcesent was made jy Darryl Canuck ‘-,-ril 9 , 194'/# 
and he clso stated that the project is already ’under say '.u JS:*on Joy, 
studio ;:-.<utact nan, and Anthony Huto, chief of ..aihingt Movietone Kers 
_ ursau, f.ra now doing preliminary work ou -ha a-jj-ct in tie Nation's 
Capital# i’re.y Till be joined by Partin Cociuley, nhc will .»rito tr.e screen 
flaj. 

It. is stated that the picture will be baaed on findings of Royal 
Canadian Coptiseion report of Juno 27, 1946, detailing facta relating to 
coa.T.unlcutinns by public officials ana oU*trs of confidential information 
to agent's cf a foreign power, with particular reference to '.he atom bomb, 
lanuck states, "Russia rill daiiniteiy be pcitrayod as that foreign power." 
iau.iok further stated, "The studio rail seek cooperation of the Canadian 
'JoMsrr.rri.Uit and ' r. Hoover." He also statcu that he red not discussed 
the jsatt-r -vi in cither the State Department or ifotion Picture Producers 
Association. Zanuck stated he thought it doubtful if State ] apartment 
approval *jiJd bo required. He stated; : ’iu.e ilia .’iill Lave no romantic 
.angle. " 


In adaition to the above facts which have been set cut to 
currently reflect tne activities of the various organizations referred to, 
tne Los Angeles Office suord. vted a report reflecting the nar.es ci ki.own 
Uni:dnis'-s witnin various or^an .'.zniions which have been ini'iltraued uy 
tae CorriLiinibts in the motion picture industry. In order U-at tais 
sr.emoranu ua will reilecf these' kneorn Communists in these various groups, 
tne organization ana the kne’-n Comiaunists within it are to be listed 
hereinafter. i c should b9 pointed out that the membership of the se 
individuals has been ascertained oy the Los A ngeles Ofiice 1 
in rough a rclis >lo con; ivential Infonr'int 


Kuticnul 


gro uo:i re; 


lutecutive Board; 

John Howard Lawson, Screen ftriter 
Carlton toss (Acgro), Screen writer 


\ 
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Conrdttee lor Motion Picture Str. kerc 


Sidney duchnan, Producer 
Leu Harris, Producer 
Rex Ingram, Actor 
John Horrard Larson, Screen Writer 
Albert Malta, screen riter 
Eeiuol Moore, Screen and i>auio 'ritsr 
Case tmita, Screen Writer 
Lari Robinson, Composer 
Dalton Trunbo, Screen firiter 
Frank Tattle, Director 

Holiywocd CocTTunity Radio Groan, Incorporated 
Soard of Directors 

H. F. Xrait, Screen Writor 

Sam Moore, Screen and Radio Writer 

iViJliac Poraerance, Executive Secrotary cT Screen ri tors' d-dld 
Atrahao L. P- lonsky, Screen Writer 
Stock holders: 

Faul Jairico, Screen Writer 
Anne E. Revere, Actress 

Actors' laboratory. Incorporated 
Artnur S-lith, Actor* 

J.acooina Caro, Actress 
Mo: ris Carnovskj, Actor 
Pnocbe Camovsky 
iio»an Bohnen, Actor 
JSaiy 7k real, Actress 

Jewish Black Book Cocsaittee oi Los Anyeles 
Corrnittee Members: 

John Berry, Director 
Henry Blsckiert, li rector 
Jay dorr. .ty, Screen Vs liter 
Fanl Jarrico, Screen V.ritcr 
Robert i-oseco, Doreen virit.er 

Tie rtoll>7 >cd ior -tm 

?/ ode re. or — ‘.aluo Salt, Doreen J . r* \*r 
S>akcr3* ar. cl: 

Alva fies'.ie, Screen vri tor 
Jp.it! Howard -r.r.sor., Screen .‘'river 
albert baits, Screen ..'ri ' er 
Carl ton !7er, Screen 'Writer 
W. t. Hiver, Screen 7-r.vter 
Pa i ton Trcmho, Screen Writer 

I: 
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American louth for Democracy 
Financial Contributors; 

John Howard Lawson, Screen Writer 
Sidney Suchnan, Producer 
jack Moss, Producer 
Frank Tuttle, Director 
Henry Blanklort, Director 
Henry Myers, Screen Writer 
Paul Tr ewers. Screen writer 
B^ e Lardner, Jr., Screen Writer 
John Wesley, Screen Writer 
Herbert Bihewan, Director 
Jewels Dassin. Director 







II. PBOGHZSSITB CITIZBHS 07 AMERICA 
(April 22 , 1947 - Kay 24, 1947) 





\ Til* Lot Angeles Office, by report dated Kay 12, 1947, advised that 

the Progressive Citizens of America In Hollywood vers sponsoring a mass meet- 
joe In honor ef Henry A* Wallace at the Gilmore Stadium on the srenin^ of 
Key 19, 1947. This meeting vat originally scheduled to ha held at the Holly- 
vood Bowl. The Director* of the Bovl cancelled the Beating on the grounds 
. that it would be a controversial one. ' The Gilmore Stadium was then obtained. 


notices were tent out by the Progressive Citizens of America under 
the sl&i&ture of Bonnie Claire, coordinator for the Vallece Meeting. Miss 
Claire has a considerable record of Communist affiliations. In addition to 
the nailing out fron Its headquarters of lnmmerable pieces of literature 
supporting the stand of Hr. Wallace, the P.C.A. le also baching Mr. Wallace 
in hie attach on the foreign policy of the United States, particularly in tbs 
matter of aid to Qreece and Turkey. 

On April 18, 1947, the P.C.A. sponsored a meeting at idilch Zlllott 
Sooaevelt was the main speaker. On this occasion, he took the ease political 
stand as the Progressive Citizens of America on all matters and most vehemently 
defended Henry A. Wallace and his political utterances all of which coincided 
with the position of the Communist Party In the United States. 

In addition, Beilin Kclitt, Chairman of the Los Angeles Democratic 
Central Committee; Boberb V. Kenny, Chairman of the P.C.A. and formerly State 
> Attorney General; and Bert Witt, Executive Secretary of the P.C.A., addressed 
this meeting. 

The Hollywood Chapter of the Progressive Citizens of America vss 
one of the sponsors of a CIO mass meeting held on the steps of the Los Angeles 
City Hall on the corning of April 26, 1947, to protest certain labor legisla- 
tion. the Hat of or^nizatlons sponsoring this meeting were; 


American Youth for Democracy 

American Veterans Committee 

International Workers Order 

Bational Wegro Congress 

United legro and Allied Veterans of America 

national Association for Advancement of Colored People 

Veterans of Toreigp. Wars (several posts) 

f- v ~~ Speakers at this aeptlng Which was attended by approximately 6,000 

v people,' were the following: j 

Phillip H. Connelly, Secretary Treasurer, L.A.I.U.d. 

Karris Zussmsn, president of the State CIO 
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-«^^^_Irwln do She tier, Beglonal Director of the CIO 

Lunceford, Chalrmn, President, L.A.I.U.C. 
flsorge 3. Boberts, Director of the B.C.P.A.C. 

Herbert t, Sorrell, Communist leader of C.S.U. 

Carl B. Read, Labor leader 

Robert V. Xenny, Attorney and formerly State Attorney General 
Dr.. K. Claude Hudson, Begro Dentist, P •D .P • C • 

*. Pather Goorga H- Donne, Loyola University teacher 

Dan Marshall, Catholic Interracial Croup 

Hlchael Panning, Postmaster of Lo« Angeles (sat on platform) 

Helen Gehz &xn Douglas, Congresswoman, sent a tolecrae. of ejrrpnthy 

with the objectives of the bees reeting. 

Confident lei Informant the T.os Angeler. 

Office reported that the Hollywoo^Pro^^sslT^wifxEens of America Joined 
with the Mobilization for Democracy end the Civil Ri^its Congress la pro- 
testing against the r6fnoal of the City authorities of Peoria, Illinois, and 
Albany, Bo'- fork, to permit Paul Robeson to speak In the Public Schools, 
this protest was sent on April 29, 1947. 

The Hollywood Progressive Citizens of America sponsored a a Ycuth 
Pilgrimage'' to the City of Sacramento to protest the activities of the Joint 
Legislative Committee on tJn-American Activities in the State of California 
(Tenney Committee) In Its Investigation of Communists. Other orgraisatior-s 
sponsoring and taking part In this demonstration wore the following: 

American Tenth for Democracy 
Junior Hadassah (Jewish Youth Group) 

Elllell Young Progressives of America (Jewish organization) 

American Veterans Committee 

Los Angeles Youth Council 

Fellowshlo Church 

CIO TJOP'.fA* 

CIO Karine Cooks and Stewards 

* 

On Kay 9, 1947, the Hollywood Progressive Citizens of America 
Issued an ultima tun printed in the Dally Variety, Hollywood trade publica- 
tion, protesting the Investigation by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities and defending the rights of the Communist Party in the United 
States, In addition, they protested any censure of the following persons, 
which censorship they termed as a "geg* on free speech: 



Henry. A. Wallace 
Paul Bob e son 
William L. Shir or 
Borman Corwin 
Dr. Harlow Shapley 
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.Shis ultimatum 


signed by the following people: 



Robert V. Jenny, Ohtinun i 

Mrs*' William Eieterle, Secretary 

Robert $. Morris, Jr., Treasurer 

John Cromwell, Vrlter, Tice Chairman 

Bdvard Hosk, Attorney, Tice Chairman 

Howard loch, Vrlter, Tice Chairman 

fir. Liana Pauling, Profeaeor at Cal-Tech (worked on Atomic Bomb) 

Tice Chairman s " 

Lena Borne, Megress tlnger and actrese, Tice Chairman 

Senlel Oetrow, Manufacturer (Seeley Hat tress Co.), Tice Chairman 

Gene Jelly, Actor, Tice Chairman. 


EQT10I PICTPSB ALLlAHCS 

Confidential Xnformaatfl^H^H|HH|^of the Los Angeles Office 
related that this antl-ComBBnlet^W^S^afxo^TeT^i meeting on April 29, 

194?, at which time Dr. John R. Lechner, the recently selected Executive 
Director of the organisation, mentioned a list of pictures in which there was 
Coasunlst propa g a n da. Dr. Lechner also suggested a boycott on pictures of 
this type In iddch Cammmlsts were employed. This statement, according to 
this source, raised a store of protest and the producers, speaking through 
Samuel Golduyn, took violent issue throng, the press with the Motion Picture 
Alliance and the Chairman of Its Executive Board, Ralph Clare, stating that 
this organisation was irresponsible as were Hr. Lechner and Hr. Clare. 

This tirade was published In the Hollywood Reporter on Kay 7. It la entirely 
possible. In view of the fact that most of the members of this organisation 
are highly paid writers, directors, etc. who work for the producers, that this 
dispute may develop into the death knell of the Motion Picture Alliance. The 
ten motion pictures which Lechner asserted contained propaganda are the 
following: 


The Best Tears of Our Lives 

Boomerang 

Margie 

The Strange Love of Martha Ivors 

A Medal for Benny 

She Searching Vlnd 

Watch on the Rhine 

Pride of the Karines 

Morth Star 

Mission to Moscow 

-c- * - 

- Lechner further stated that the Screen Writers' Guild contained a 
large number of Communists and fellow travellers. He named Jrfha Howard Lawson 
as having Come to Los Angeles to show how to inject Bed propaganda Into motion 
pictures. Lechner Introduced William H. Chamberlin, foreign correspondent who 
has resided for twelve years in the Soviet Union. Chamberlin told at the meeting 
that he advocated a policy of close cooperation between the Dhlted States and the 
States not yet under Soviet Influence or control. 



J 





' 4 According to doeumants obtained from confidential; sources, uho 

•* Northwest Section of the Communist Party in Hollywood, California, contains 
| in its cambership the communists within the Hollywood movie industry. 

tellable confidential sources have advisod that as of December 31, li45, 

. the northwest Section had a total of 545 members. The membership of the 
i- t Farty in Los Angeles County a3 of that date was 2634. It is reported that the 
'• Northwest Section is the largest in Los Angeles County and contains 

approximately 1/5 of the total CounHanist membership. The various Branches, 
together with their Membership and Composition in the Narttarost Section are 
as follows* 


Branch 

A-l 
A"2 .. 

A-3 

B ’ . 

C 

D 

£ 

F 

Sunset (G-H) 
I 


e 

K 

N-l 

N-2 

0 

Hollywood 

S 

57-AD 

Y 


Copooelti on 


Membership 


Motion Picture Writers 20 
Motion Picture Writers , . - 26 
Motion picture Writers . -29 
Hollywood Neighborhood ■ ' ' - 34 
Industry Workers and Wives 26 
Eadio Announcers, Actors and *"ritsrs 15 
Cartoonists and Artists 21 
Actors and Actors Laboratory Personnel 44 
Movie Industry Personnel Residing in 

Sunset Boulevard Area 55 
Movie Industry Personnel Residing in 

Fairfax Avenue - Wilshire 

Boulevard Area 24 
Movie Industry Personnel - North Hollywood 25 
Members of Screen Office Employees Guild 19 
Members of Screen Office Smployeos Guild 13 
Musicians 42 




Industry, Crafts and General Conrmmit.' 

People 

American-Soviet Friendship and 
Russian T.'ar Reliof Members 
Community Membership - Not Novia 
Industry Personnel 

paper Branch of Members not Currently 

Active 




The Executive Committee of the Nort-awest Section is composed of the 
following i John Howard Lawson, a motion picture '.vrlterj Elizabeth Leach, paid 
organiser- of the Communist Party). Waldo Salt, a motion picture writer; Margaret 
Bennett Wills, Secretary at UCBf Studio) Mischa Altman, member of the American 
Federation of Musicians, Local 47) Louis Harris, free lance motion picture writer) * 


V 


J 


i ■' 


U. 7. (Bill) Fomerahce, Business Representative of Screen 
Rutfaven, motion picture writer; and John Trailer, 


rtoohists Guild; 
icupatior* unknown. 


The officers of the Northwest Section are? iLLl!AJ.ll*i Wi Bdhson, 

Organiser, also known as Elizabeth Leach; Membership Director, Karjorie J. Fotts, 
also known as Karjorie Fisko and Marjorie J. MacGregor; Organizational 
Secretary, Marjorie J. potta; , Financial and Dues Secretary.. Naomi Robison; . 
Educational Director, Frank I. Rinaldo; people’s Tforld '<brive Director, Paul 
Perlin.’ Of the above Individuals, B«ison and Potts are salaried functionaries 
of the Party. The occupation of Robison is /unknown. v Frank I. Hinaldo la a 
soreen writer for Paramount Studios and Paul Perlin is a gripman for Universal 
Studios . 


The known branch functionaries of the Northwest Action aro as follows i 



BRANCH A-lt Group Captain and Organizational Secretary - Robert Lee3, free lance 
V motion picture writer. • . - 

5 v- . Group Membership Director - Mairice. Bapf, free lance action’' picture v 
writer. V 

Group Financial Director - Margaret Englander, occupation unknown. 
Group Press Diroctor — Guy Sndoro, free lance notion picture writer. 


BRANCH A~2i 


Branch Organizer and Group Captain - '.Valdo Salt, free lance notion 
picturo writer, presently attached to the U.S. Army Signal Corps. 

Group Membership Director - Harman Boxer, free lance moticn picture 

• writer. ' i'V • - : 

Group Financial Director - Albert Raltz, free lance motion picture ■ V- 
writer. 

Branch Press Director - Sandra Babb, free lance motion picture writer 
and wife of Cameraman Jamas TTong Howe. 


BRANCH A-3: Group Captain - Alvah Bessie, motion picturo writer with arccr 
Brothers. 

Membership Director - Glenda Sullivan, occupation unknown. 

Group Financial 'Director - Brian Marlow, occupation unknown. 
Educational and Press Director - Paul Trivars, free lance notion 
picture writer. 


BRANCH B: This branch was reorganized in October, 1943 end its officers wore all 

transferred to other branches. The present officers of the branch 
are unknown. 


v-BRANCH Ct . 

fSVv-a-v- 4 ; * 




BRANCH D: 


Organiser - Goldie Bromberg, motion picture actress* 

Membership and Financial Director - Sue Rossan, occupation unknown. 
Press and Literature Director - - Bobby McVei^, occupation unknown. 

Organizer - Francis Nicholson, occupation unknown. 

Membership Director - Robin Short ,, occupation unknown. 

- 2 - 


Financial Director - Naomi Robison, .occupation 
Educational Director -.Harmon (Ky) Alexander, oacu 


nnVrf*rn T 

tocuitioi 


tion unknown. 


"Organiser Ed Blberman, a ere an cartoonist, employed at Tbit Disney 
Studios. v 

Meoborship Director - Edirina Pomerance, occupation unknom* 
Educational Director - Claudia Hubley, occupation unknown. 

Literary Director - Dave Hilberman, Vice President, Cartoonists Guild 
, - and employee of Walt Disney Studios. 


’ >1 ‘ 




BPJUKH Ft Organiser - Elliott Sullivan, occupation unknown. 

' "Membership Director - Gerry Schleln, also known ae Gerry Chan in, 
occupation unknown. 

Financial Director - Helen Levitt, also known as Helen Slots, 
occupation unknown. 

Educational Director - Dorothy Ur is, also knovm as Dorothy Tree, freo 
lance motion picture actress. 

Press Director- Paul McVeigh, also known as Paul HcVey, occupation 
/unknown. ' ^ .i ' 


SUNSET - '■* 

BRAJCHi Organiser - Dan James, free lance motion picture writer. 

(DRANCH Membership Director - Henry Blankfort, motion picture writer with 
G-H) Universal Studios. 

Educational Director - Lillian Skadron, occupation u/Jocwn. 

Finance Director - George Hdlgran, Credit Manager for Loan 
Association at Twentieth Century Fox Studios. 

Educational Director - Nora Eallgren, free lance motion picture writer. 
Educational Director - Lilith James, occupation unknown. 

. Press Director - Sylvia Blankfort, occupation unknown. 


BRANCH Is Organiser - Margaret Malts, also knernn as Margaret Larkin, occupation 
unknown. 

Membership Director - Henriotte Endcae, occupation unknown. 

Financial Director - Ruth Roth, alias Gerry Mentor, occupation unknown. 
Educational Director - Sadie Omitz, occupation unknown. 


BRANCH K: Organizer - Vera Barrie, occupation unknown. 

Membership and Finance Diroctor - Sue Lawson, bolieved to be the 
wife of John Howard Lawson, occupation unknown. 

Educational Director - Leo Bi gal man, occupation unknown. 

BRANCH N-li Group Captain - Ruth Ueoar, occupation unknown. 

Membership Director - Pearl Karam. 

‘ Finance Director - Helen Jasper, occupation unknown. _ 

-Xr , .Press Director - Bonnie Claire, occupation unknown.; 

T-1 v a" '7 Educational Director - Bea Vinters, also known as B9a 

l-u'jLvi' ' Solomon, occupation unknown. j" 


3 





3 


BRANCH N-2l 


BRANCH 0: 


HOLLYWOOD 

BRANCH: 


Organiser - Harta Uerkvitz, studio employee. 
v Group Captain - Ruth Blrnkr&nt, occupation unklown. 

Educational Director - Dorothy Schuler, occupation unknown. 

Membership Director - Eunice Green, also known as 
Eunice Mindlin, occupation unknown. 

Organiser - Carroll Hollister, accompanist of John Charles Thecas . 
anrf ember of Local 47 of the Musicians Union. 

Membership Director — Samuel Albert, occupation unknown, member 
Local 47, Musicians Union. 

Financial Director - Anita Short, alias Ann Price, occupation unknown. 

Educational Director - Homy Roth, alias Lawrence Foster, occupation 
unknown. 

Press and Peoples World Drive Director - Esther Roth, alias 
Loretta Savage, occupation unknown. 

Organiser - Ralph Smith, occupation unknown. 

Educational Director - Edward Smith, also known as Edward Small,' 
occupation unknown. • - •• '* v . 

Press Director - Tassia Freed, occupation unknown. 

Literature Director - Evelyn Shaffer, occupation unknown. 

Chair man Pro Tan - Paul Perlln, grlpraan at Universal Studios. 


BRANCH St Organizer - Helen Leonard, occupation unknown. 

Membership Director - Tatiana Tuttle, believed to be wife of 
Director Frank Tuttle, occupation unknown. 

Financial Director — Ethel Polletz, occupation unknown. 

•* Educational Director - Marie Rinaldo, occupation unknown, 

BRANCH 57* Organizer - 1711 liam Levine, occupation unknown. 

L'oabershlp Director - Rose Finkle, occupation unknown. 

Legislative Director - Charlotte McClelland, occupation. unknown. 

Literature Idroctcr - Gail Jordan, occupation unknesrn. 

Financial Secretary - Clara Kerchovsky, occupati cn unknemn. 

DRANCHjf. As stated above, this is a H papor n branch composed of Communist 

, members of tba Northrrost Section who are on leave of absence or 

who for other reasons are inactive. Tho names of the officers 
of this branch are not known and it is believod that it has no 
official list of officers due t^t^^iati^eof the branch. 

Communist Writers at Various Studios 


The following writers have been reported 
Metro Goldwyn-Uayer Studios* • 

George Beck, member of Branch A-3» 

' Martin Berkeley, member of Branch K 
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as being under contract at 




V 


J 




\ 

\ 



Allan Boreti, Membership and Financial Director 
Riohard Collins, Chairman of Branch A-3. 

Frank Tarloff, Branch A-3. 

Dalton Trumbo, Branch A-3* 

John tfexley, Branch A-2. 



tinder contract with Twentieth Century Fox Studioa are the following 
J.z*. members of the Communist Party* .. •• - - ». ; 

* t - , „ ... * ’ .*/.-** '* ■ * ‘ - 

v ' • ' nine Lardner, Jr., Branch A-l.' 

Kelvin Levy, Branch A-3. 

Robert Kelts er, Branch A-3. 


Under contract with Paramount Pictures, Inc., arc tLo following 

Conmunist Party members* - ,'S ■*'- 

'X Maurice Clark, Branoh A-3.’ ~ " - 

Lester Cole, Branch A-2. ; 

Robert Lees, Branch A-l. 

fTark linaldo. Educational Director, Northwest Section. 

TIaldo Salt, Northwest Section Executive Committee. 

Admin Scott, Branch A-2. 

Frank Tuttle, Branch A-3. 

John Vfexley, Branch A-2. 

Herman Boxer, Branch A-2. 

• • ’ Albert Malta, Branch A-2. 

- , Bobs Taffel, Chairman of Branch A-2. 

The Connunist Party membero enqjloyed undor contract with Lamer 
Brothers are os follows: 

Alvah Cecil Bessie, prominent in the Veterans of t>n Atrahau 
Lincoln Brigade, Branch A-3. 

Robert Rossen, member of Branch A-l. 

Gecrge Sklar, manber of Branch A-2. 


The iiKO Studios have under contract Norton Grant, a uenb6r of 
Branch A-3. 


Columbia have under contract: 

John Howard Lawson, Northwest Section Executive Committee marJoar. 
.Paul Tri vers. Educational Director of Branch A-3- 


I 


t 


I 

I 


Coasunlst Political Asaoolatlon - . : % . 


During tho period Deoedbcr 11-1$, 19bb, John WilHoaacm, natlcaal 
of tho Coaaunist Political Association, visited Loo Angeldo, 

• California and there conferred with officials, functionaries, and teebora of 
the Coanuniat Political Association in the Loo Angeles area. During h* r« 
stay In Los Angelos he spoke before and gavo instructions to a cenbar of committees 
of the Coasunlst Political Association in the' Los Angeles area. Proa inforaa- 
•V- tloa available It was clear ho dictated the Coasunlst line aa it then existed. " 
On December lk, l?l*k, ho addressed a regular weekly meeting of the Los Angeles 
- • - County Cc—amiat P ol itical Aesociatian Orgoniiational - Education Connlttee. 

Among other things he referred to tho "set-up" of tho Hollywood motion pioturo 
C-cauuiats, saying that they are very important end should be enphosired. 

■illia xa cn alee otatod that certain people in Hollywood should not be attached 
tw any coma ini ty club, even in a paper coaaunity club. He a eld that the 
8-xparimnt of the Cconunlet loAdership has shown that those people cannot bo 
fused into those clubs hot that they should be given guidance in their \ 
special activity in which they can be effective, ^ ^ " 

Willlawnon cited as an example the Cultural Section in Hew Tork 
City with »hich writers, radio ertiota, and similarly allied cultural people 
were aff iliated . Ho stated ho know those pooplo would never hove ccno into 
comaunity clubs j howover, in connection with thoir nxabershlp record, ho 
said that all Ccominiats should be attached, to a club froc a technical 
standpoint in order tlmt thoro would bo no double bookkeeping. 

W il l ia mson then wont on to soy that hlo remarks concerning How Tork 

Is in Bollywood. 






CO-liUNIST PARTY METIERS IK HOLLYWOOD 


A review of the Coamnizdat Party charts a* submitted by the Lcs 
Angeles Field Division for September 1, 1946, reflects that the Hollywood 
Section is under the leadership of the following individuals j 

.> ; . ' ■*.. . •' ' . , ’■ V'. . ' . . . 

r . * John Stapp, Section Organizer 

Charles Glenn, Organisational Secretary 
Naomi Robinson, Recording Financial Secretary 
David Robinson, Finance Director 
Adolph Heller, Educational Director 
Jack Flier, Literature Director 
Waldo Salt, Press Director* 

In line with the present program of the Communist Party the former . 
large civ be in the Hollywood area have been broken down into twenty-three snall- 
eanjmunlty and industrial clubs* These clubs are set out as follows j . 

Barry Potenkin Club 
Charles Flam Club 
David Quest Club 
Roman Eethune Club 
John Brown Club 
Hollywood S.S* Club 
Elizabeth 0. Flynn Club 
Ira Eldrldge Club 
Ralph Fox Club 
Holly-Snolan Club 
Art Young Club 
Jack London Club 
Lincoln Club 
Sam Adams Club 
Bob leltzer Club 
Joe Hecht Club 
Carver Special Club 
Merry Club 

Rose Pastor Stokes Club 
John Reed Club 
Dick Fiske Club 
Hollywood "S" Club 
Special professional Club 

^ • - 

It was noted in the Los Angeles Times for October 1, 1946, under the ‘ 
heading, "Hollywood Had Two Reds Charged, n which stated in part that a l&tthew - 

r • 

% - 

- 7 - 





1 - 

1 


Soil, Vico-Pr-sldent of the Intematl oral photo Engineers Tnion, as well as 
of the AIT, it wob charged that nany Hollywood stars ar.d script writers were 
supporting Cobs uni at front organisations. Be warned that uni esc they ceasa, 
the public any picket fila houses on a nationwide basis. The article stated 
that the threat was node in a aignod editorial in the "Aserican Photo Engraver," 
a Trade L'nl-ns publication. It stated, "A few years ago, the League of Decency 
was foraod as port of a nationwide protest against inncral navies" but he said, 
"^otfon picture houses in a score of cities were picketed, box office receipts 
dropped tnd the rteyo Office otepped in to clean up a disagreeable situation. " 

toll wrute that unless tho flln industry takes icu^dlato uterus, 
a ainrilar public reaction may this tic* be directed "against cany high-salaried 
stars a:xi script writers who are part of the Cor.snnist Fifth Coluna in Ancrica." 

Soli further ohargwd that Hollywood today is »the third largest 
Uccamiot fer.tcr in tho Ohited States. " Ho also said tlM. "playing at 
revolution secr.s to justify the possession of a swimlng pool and irprevee 
the taste of astrakhan, caviar and tho feel of Russian sable6. h 


Soil urged that Eric Johnson, Chairman of tho Hot' on Picture 
Producers Association, taro steps "to root out oil Fifth Colunniets and fellow 
travellers free, the capital of Ancrica." 
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(llovember 14, 1946, through February 14L 1947) 


According confidential informant of the 

Loa Angeles Field Llvlsion^u^fl^^^^^^5ys has indicated a noticeable 
cnange taking place in the tactical lines and methods of all operations of the 
Connunlst Party and Communists in the United States* He indicated that 
apparently because of the nave of exposures of individual Communists, Party 
line followers In governmental and other circles, the broad campaign of attack 
on Communism, the work of Communists in the press, other means of public 
information, and anticipating. and recognizing the results the Communist Party 
is changing its method of operations and tactics to meet these conditions. 

Some of the forser out- spoken leaders of the Conmunists and Goar. uniat sympathisers, 
according tcfl|^Vhave been drawn back to less important positions and nave 
less to say o^nly in Communist affairs while those who have not been Su active 
,or so well known are being forced to the front to carry on the progr-aii, not 
as Communists but camouflaged as "liberals 11 and "progressives." 

[indicated these Communists and trusted sympathisers are even .. ' * 
"boring within* the Antl-CowmlsL movement with the object in view of tak.mz 
over that movement and directing it to the less harmful channel. The result is 
taat Communists are attacking themselves but not sufficiently vigorous. enough to be 
basically harmful to themselves or their movements. He nas advised that M. ese 
taotics which permit Communists to attack themselves to a United extent, are 
laid down in the Leninist School of "Strategy and Tactics." 




states that as this new line is adopted tne Communists in the • 
HollywoS^WTWn Picture Industry are entrenching more and mors into the 
Industry In high positions. Instant Communists and sympathizers are being 
elevated to positions where they can wield influence on content of pictures 
and employment of individuals. These parties are put into these positions 
with the knoaleuge of their previous activities and tney are put into these 
positions by tne top procucers themselves. 

» | also related that it is becoming more and more apparent that 

s are using permanent sympathizers in the motion picture industry 
t. further the policies of the Cunmunist Party. He stated that by using 
persons of hl^^stanciing and influence it hoped to cover up taeir real Communist 
connections fl^^HBindica ted that the following top producers have over a period 
of years no'^or^^e: ployed Communists, some of w.iich wore notoriously xnoiTa 
Communists, but have protected taem whenever their nans or reputations have 
beta exposed to public notice: 

Walter .anger 
David Selznick 

Samuel Qoldwyn - 

Charles Chaplain. 

Vferner Brothers . - . 




If***** 


fl^flfelndicated that the foregoing producers, of cfrse-, exercise a 
jj^^ndro^lniTuence on the trend of the notion picture indifctry. In addition, 
UHHfeafrted that there are several outside organizations financed by large 
contributions from the Hollywood motion picture industry whiph cooperates in 
tnis support and protection. Those organizations are: 

— Southland Jewish Organization 

B»Hai B'rith 

International Berk era Order 
Jewish Labor Council 
Utilization for Democracy 
^✓£03 Angeles County Democratic Central Caamittee 
Beverly- Westwood Democratic Committee 

He stated that tnere are also other small groups of the s&l.s nature 
which are controlled by the same type of individuals* This combination of 
the inside of the motion picture industry with these outside influences, both 


+ fM-dinS* t-f 


>4* Aiap tuoi o-v; VO i. , 


is scat successful in ore tec tine t na 


of the Communists in the film lZoustry and the use of that industry! s prestige 
and influence for their purposes. 

He related that the evils of this situation are becoming so apparent 
that comc<ent to ere on is oecoming noticeablo even witnin the industry' itself 
by those who are opposed thereto. Evidence of this is a recent editorial, 
December 3 , 1946 , appearing In the *Hollywood Reporter," a daily publication 
and trade, paper. Excerpts from this editorial are as follows: 

■Be don't think that any one of you would occuse any of cur 
-* studio heads or their direct executive assistants of being 'Commies.' 
Still, on the other hand, they are not only employing but actually 
peppering 'Commies' in their studios, particularly those writers 
wno are out-and-out members, party-liners or fellow travellers. 

They are entrusting to those writers the creation of their script;), 
EW..lhtf tnat tnose babies will do AuiTiiikG at atff TDiE to put ever 
a point in their creations w further the cause of Moscow in thus . 
country or any other place '.here our pictures are shown — meaning 
the whole world... 


■fchy are our studios hiring so many 'Commies’ who are known 
part* members? Be asked a prominent studio head that question 
today and this was his reply: 'tie need r.ritera, good writers. I 
don't care If the fellow is a ■ Commie" or not; if he can write, if 
he can do tne job ws want. I'll hire him. If 1 don't, some otner 
studio will grab him and gi\e him an assignment.'" 


In referring to this artl 
sent of the unknown studio head,^B 
is most questionable relating tha™ 


rtlc^ quoted above, in particular the state- 

bated that he beliefs that tho statement 
a^^ne fact is there are many capable writers 
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ii. Hollyvruod kuo ard not _^ven an opportunity because they ai'9 net a part of 
Lue Coe. utiiBt c^c-biue or because they hove opposed Comnursist influence. The 
•ci'fceu Altera duiid is couple tely dominated oy Corrvun::.ts tnd Co3i: uaist 
u^nipatbizcrs and to a lti^e extent ceterrinoS nhc works when aac. where; and 
li e otlon picture producers are not only a..art of th^. situation, but do not 

U ( . . t * 


The whole situation boj.ls ciorm to this i The prccucers Ox notion 
pictures In Hollywood could cl an up these conditions whenever they s c lit* 

T hoy Just do not do so* There is no recorded instance *hyie the toil., .cue 
motion picture industry or any of ir.s top influential individuals; nav. ev^r 
denounced Coirvunisn or CoDWunlsts# Basically , tney aie "interna vionul-S ts . H 
l cause .»f th.5 f according the activiti s oi tne d-jcjcurhsts an~ th^ir 

s^-mpataic-rs whj do the r.&i the uuuSw f i..c r.a.t u. oy jay situ uuaed 

iu.luenco ixi all aj.jart^iius o.t tue lotion plcturj in^u.-tr; . 


ported -.nat tne heretofore 

exureE5i7“actTvu in Colonist circles and front act- vi tics but are nc.vi 
si pped into the background in lins with tne pro;; rum* He related sore 


jeSi i 

being 
cf tnsru 


:i*e: John bv- arc Lawson, helper Jergman, Robert Hossen, 
Vilens on, i-d.r *rd Tussa, Frances Vllliagton, and h-rjeit 
dx.rroll, Lhs Cv.^runi;-; t leader of r he Coni r.noe r ;i Stud? 
in \*.at p-si .luji -s Si.r-.ria^ his p. .. r r.i ii an unknown. r.a 



I.ert?r Cole, ^aruid 
d’bcrran. Kerocrt K. 
O .1 ? Stll-L 
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A3 a result of a specific request aide of the ios Angeles Field 
LiTfi 3 icn to furnirh the Pureou with an up-tc-datc report on the. Ccreunints 
active within the notion picture industry, tfca following information. wag 
obtained, adjich inferaatien Tr»e secured by the Los An^ele r r?r ^' 4 r< * ’ 
threur!. confidential Infcmnt: 


Z. CCri!U!-:iST OEGAKIcATICsft is TiI5 SOTICS FIC7DT.S 

DPJU3TRX 


•i;io WGT 


tiustry; 
/.nicies 
craft c 


and hue 
in the 
did not 


notion 


Prior to the dissolution of the CP-USA nearly all of tha CaKourists 
c on pi eyed in the soticr. picture industry (as trell u the radio in- 
wero centers of whr.t vras known us the northwest _( abler, of she Lee 
bounty Ccnramiat Party, which fer the rent part ?.*•£ crjard *rd on a 
r Industrial basis. Thun, cnployr rnt deb: rnlr.au ‘... r w’.r-j'' ' r'hic'n 
culnr Corwruuist was assigned. Ho rover, provirion was tuide for the vives 
bonds cf those employed in the radio or film industry to be included 
Northwest Section and thus the total membership of l he Korthwest Section 
at all times accurately measure the Communist infiltration into the 
picture industry. 


Although the Aorihwe-st Section ns reorganise! 


.I v .■£ ti: 


r± i A ' ri the section t c v.b'ior with a short dnrcrinll 


r. :.f b ho -'ire 


fU.lC" 


Hranch 


writers » branch 


Hr onch 


Conruiiity branch 
(Hollywood vicinity) 


This was divided into ’i, ;U_ and /. 3 to 
accomodate writers Ln three different 
geographical areas. 

There vero at first several d.rec.rrs 


in this branch; herever, they rcre later 


.-■ran on 
branch 


Co— refers branch 
Uadio branch 


franca b 


rranen 
?r inch 
Granch 


rranch t. 


, X uic.i 


Cartoonists, designers, 
Actors and actresses 
Ccr.Tiur.ity branches 
Cave unity branch 
Corrrunity branch 
v.ritcru ’ branch 


*''y%Tr,-k>0 - *■ T : * ” 7 a *»>■*! « f * , .^r J •• 

- W ¥ 1 — O *•». » — w *' • V V - -*■ W w. • 

V rl C ' i »-- 3 I’d • t , C v I 

crpl ycd n the r :dv. incin c:v A 


ranch 


Cam: cacu rf t .ecu ■. cn- ur.i 3 U itv are em- 
ployed in tr.o r alien pic bur: studios, -as 
screen story analysts. 

This was ccr used chiefly of b-rs of ti 
Per sen Office Empl-yees Guild which was o: 
^anizod co bargain collectively for secre- 
taries, stono-T-. ohers, etc. in the- studio: 
and which h;s ir.ee been succeeded by the 
Office !!-. -’levees * Internet Ur. >1 Trier. . 




0 







Branch o P 31 ^* 18 lfcUyW0C<1 
u branch 

Planch * 


rh'anch 


(Cormtnlty branch) 

This branch was cozpccod of people who 
had been active in the Fussian War Fe- 
ller and other fcussitn groups. 

This branch Is the so-called "paper'’ 
branch which ■sis composed cf Cc* ranis ts 
in the notion picture industry who were 
either out of town or unavailable or un- 
willing to risk nerborship in ether branch- 
es. This contained numerous prominent di- 
rectors and producers, and unlike other 
branches did net have regular meetings 
and did not have dcloratcs and officers 
sent to such a Trains '••c the County Ccu— 
vent ten. 


Cuitcnl 


In Dec enter l?'.?: the ’erthwest auction -ns 
cu; s in what a*js then tho CP 1 wer© sat up. 


dissolved and a renter of 
There groups • kncun 


io : 


'.'ilshire-I'airfax Cultural Croup 
loverly-- rinhlir. Cultural Croup 
Vollywcod C :liur-;l Group 
<ylh Cultural •.■•roup 

'\C 3 twuod Cultural Croup 
rast Hollywood Cultural Group 
North Hollywood Cultural Group 
63 th A.D. Cultural Group 

Special Hollywood Uiecellaneous Cultural Group 

5 ?th \.D. Uis coll a no cub Cultural Croup 

North J’cOlywocd miscellaneous djltural Group 

’**. c cell *r/'Ou*" (which corresponded 1 ••• ''ranch : >.n the eld 


There wore also a number cf Co-run is* s In th.c notion •icv.v_.re 
mo during the days of the Cf' . T ere assigned to the fen irmblin dr .ait, 
was or pan iced in tho ltth Congressional District, <:lch in thy "evenly 
. ectwnod, and ^rentweed district. 


Indue try 
which 
Hills, 


These groups -ore also known by mimVor and thus t. 
Cultural ('roup ri 9 known an Croup ! -Umber 1 , etc. 


? Vat 


hen the Cl’, VGA, ms reorganised the Party ;r 
Division consisted of ID ccctior.s, c ne cf wnicli • as trie V 
For a few months following the reorganisation of the C?, 


t . ir .tus in tr.e LA Field 
oilyKoccl G-ctiwin. 

"\-. t the Cc-rruristc 
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in the notion picture industry were not identified with this Section, inasmuch 
aa it was a Consunlty Section and the Coraur&sta in the notion picture industry 
. -re organised into various croups euch is the Duclos Club, the Davis Club, etc. 

However, in October 19L5 for “security and efficiency of operation in 
furtherin'* the Party progress" all Oon.-ur.lsta in the Hollywood area, regardless 
of •.••here they worked, together with all Ccraunists e~ ployed in the action pic- 
ture and radio industry, regardless of where they lived, were organised into 
one over- ill Section known as the Hollywood Section. Apparently the ri3k of 
exposure becarao too great because in July 19b 6 the Hollywood Section >-aa again 
reorganized for the purpose of security and is presently in throe sub-sections j 
Coaraunity, Industrial, and Cultural Sub Sections. The Cor 'r.ur.ity Sub fecticr. 
is ccnposad of Cccminigts residing in the Hollywood area but who are net etplcyed 
in the motion picture industry. The Industrial Cub icctien Is composed of tncce 
employed In the -rction picture industry in a craft or trade. The Cultural Sub 
beet ion ic redo up cf those Communists in the Hollywood Section who ore creative. 
Those arc known as the cultural workers in 'ho Comunist party. 

Or. October 30, 19x6 the eritire Hollywood Section h.d 7^3 cenbcrs and 
inasmuch as there were approxi.Tr.tely 350 aenbers In tho Community rub "ection 
there are thus approximately 375 Corr.uni3tE who arc identified in the metier, 
picture and radio industries. 


> i 


The Hollywood bsctiui it broken dtm into 2u scraps, 5 of r:.ic . arc 
the Community Cvb Section, t cf r. ich re in the Jr.dust: i.ul _yp Sect. (t ier 
a. r 3 inUurtr J nl ctr industry-vddc groups and 5 chop units it va.leur it. die ' 
and 15 Cultural Groups, for security reasons there is no over-all C.-ction 
Council but there is a Hollywood Section Committee c tutored cf renter* of the 
t'.xeo sub sections and each sub section has in turn a sub section rhti: ten's 
Council :■ ich nx-cts bimonthly. Ifcus there is only a limited a- cunt of associ- 
ation bet-.-een the rcr.bcr* of the various sub cccticns. 


recently a confidential source >ho had acccc 
Cc.T'ur.ict Tarty rode available a diagram cf tho Party 
wood area, x-hich is reproduced as follows: 



tnc records 

xn t . ■T' 


the 

olly- 


CCUKT7 d' r ii UR. * TIT?' 

The Hollywood Section Or- 
ganizer - JCHH OTA IT 

iicur-’ccr *rr;Tcv '•c'TTTre: 

Composed of tho organircr snd organizational 
aecrot.tr; of each sub section - C r embers 

Industrial Tub Gocticn Cultural Dub ''ection 

clubs clubs clubs clubs clubs clubs 


Co'Tunity .uli Section 
clubs clubs clubo 







The Consunity Sub Section is largely rude up of fcopie residing in the 
-^jl^gracd area and hss a membership of approximately 350. Vie Industrial Pub 
the ?arty is open for memberehip to the craft groups (painters, 
elcctriciina, etc., cutters, carerascn, property Ben, union ^functionaries in 
:.ollywocd unions, analysts, publicists, assistant directors,' office workers, 
musicians, and cartoonists.) 

The basic structure of the Cultural Sub Section is tho Craft Branch. 
Thor* is a Radio Branch, an Actors 1 Branch, four geographical sub divisions of 
a Vritor-Bircctor-rroducer Branch, and a branch for entertainers ind their rives 
cr husbands cf Ccmunlsts employed in the notion picture industry which are handled 
on an "individual basis, first upon their interests and secondly uper. their work.'* 
There ie to he no riGciianical placement, Therefore, oven the Cultural rub Section 
of the ; arty h;s sonc r.tr.bors h: it who era not or ployed in the ;cot.o.. picture 
incus try. Many of the lesser people in the notion picture industry have been 
transferred into the various Community Groups wherevor they reside ora some 
still meet as a separate group attached to the Coraunity Branch in the neighbor- 
hood in which t'uey live. It is beiievod that there are approximately 350 bcb- 
bers In the Industrial and Cultural Sub Sections. Thus far the Co;:runists have 
been able to establish aaop units t Universal, paramount, !’!/, RK.C, and Columbia 
f tudics. 


II. 1 \T17¥ ■•‘.T; ; W Of ..It. V Ko h GO U -Ibid III IUi \V.. IC7 * 
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The following list of Cccnunist3 is limited to these dire-, i ly employed 
in the notion picture industry and does not induce the husband cr *>iie cf one 
so employed, Canau rusts in the radio industry, Coansnist labor leaders in Holly- 
wood, and industry publicists, agents, business camgers, etc., most of whoa;, 
although not directly employed in the -'oticn picture industry, are Teeters cf 
either the Industrial or Cultural Sub Section of the Hollywood Section cf the 
Hollywood Communist forty. 

l!o>. :/t;r provable it may be th*t -actors such as Charles C.iflin and 
John Garfield, with alius Jacob Carfinkcl, and writers suer ns Clifford Clots 
ar.d Ben Bccht may be merbers of the Communist Party, they have r.ot beer, identi- 
fied as such in trie report, .inasmuch as Intro is no documentary evidence to 
support the identification. It should be erphieizcd that for onch person identi- 
fied in this section 03 a Cor-unist the identification is based upon documentary 
evidence -h.ich. is Iiighly reliable, although prob-bly inadmissible, or the idocti- 
flcation is based on the wore of i rellablo informant. 

It is difficult tc list accurately the employer of each Communist in 
tho notion picture industry, since most cf the Cultural workers in the industry 
. at lanc-a fren studio to studio, and it is not at all uncommon for an actor 
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3 

V 

V 


to be enployed by three or four different studios in one 

It should be noted that the branch affiliation o^each Corjmnir.t is 

set forth, inasmch as paid inforMiit^ 

Vias recently advised that the names of the various branchesTh^ changed 
and although tho LA office is in possession of a complete list of these branches 
the exact branch of each Communist in the motion picture industry is not im- 
mediately available* 

'agents of the Los Angeles 

Field Li vision provided the records of llivabeth Benson, ."ember ship Director 
of the Northwest Section of the L 03 Angeles County Communist Party* Through 
this technique an analysis has been rode available of the occupations of 
the Corrvinirts within the motion picture industry* It is believed that this 
analysis van nearly complete at the time the source cade it avail&blr and it 
reflects an occupational breakdown as foliors: 


Producers - 5 

Directors and Assistant Directors - 10 
Writers - 82 

Actors and Entertainers - 44 
,- us''ians - 31 
Stcr ' Analysts - 5 
Film Cutters - 4 

’"is.cclleneous Professioral and Crafts (painters, electricians, 
office workers, etc.) - 40 

Set forth in the following alphabetical list as obtained through a 
..highly confidential technique or a reliable confidential informant ore: 

Prodxicers - 5 

Directors and Assistant Directors - 11 

Vritcrs - 119 

Actors - 71 

-‘usicians - 37 

Analysts - 12 

Artists - 7 

Publicists - 6 

Film editors - 2 

Cameramen - 2 

Viccol lanoovs professional and crafts (painters. 


electricians. 

office workers, etc*) - 16 


hA:T 

OCCUPATION 

e • ?icr-n 

— A"LFR, Lulla, aka Lulla 

Actress 

Free lance 

• Ros enfold 



AL3ERT, Doris 

Shisieian 

Free lance 

ALBERT, Sam 

■’•Hisician - f 

rod 

ALFlAhrrjl, ? uriel 

friter 

Free lance 

ALLEI", Dede 

Film Editor 

Columbia 

• vv) 

• 


,V' ’■ 
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ALBUl, • Meslala: 

ATLAS, Writer 


Actor- 


.SC****- 'fcC^'^S^T 


Century Fox 





3EH0>?, Mike ~ 

■ 

~r writer 


free lance -- — - ~ ~ 

BlFCOVICI,” Frances 

T ._^ 

Writer 

*Z' . “T-*"*' r. . •_?.■. • — r 


I5ty.C0WCI^ Leonardo 


Writer 

“• - • -*■ »- . ' •- •*• . 

BEROUAH, Helaar . ~ 


Electrical 

■orker . _ . 

Paramount 7 

B5RKELEI, Martin ■ 


* Writer 

* ■■ - -■ <-* - 

Free lanoe- 

BUhBSCH, George 


. Actor 

■r y ~ 

Free lance « ’7" ,^77 

BERRT, Gladys 


Actress 

• 

Free lance 

FSRRI, Jack -: 


Director 


Paramount — - — 

PEDSIE, Alvah 


Tritor 


Wai-nsr Brothers “ ~ 

CSS IE, Mclen 


Writer 


Free lance 

SEVOILX, Helen, aka 


Actress 


Free lance — 

Helen Cobb 

- 

. 

• ‘ ~ - 

• >" ' “.:r7 

BIBERI&K, Tdsard 


Artist 


Free lance 

BEtKSiAH, Herbert 


Director 

~ ■ ■ 

BKC - v-.' ■ 7 

3UJTFL, Virginia 


Writer 

■ 

Free lance 

BiFinxRAFT, Art bar 


Writer 

7* / 

Columbia 

3IKQHIST, Lillian 


Writer 

* .J f 

free lance •■■' 

BL'HCB'PD, Robert * 


Artist 

r i 

ualt Disney studios /.. 

JEAKXFCPT, Henry 


7 Writer .... 

[ r 

Bniversal '* - '• ' v 

BLOCH, Ealaon 

“ * 

Musician 

* • - f t 

Twentieth Century Fox 

BU*ITZ, Bill i 


- .Publicist. 

V - - 1 * ’•• t * — 

United Artict :i . .7 . 

BCHISH, Stwan 


Actor ‘ ’ 


. r ' • 

BONDAGES, Asa 

'• 

Writer / 

f V -t ' ■«: # ? ’ * 

r * ^ -*■ 

>r«e lanee - 

G^-*^£X2j Allen 


writer . . 

, ' ' • 

BKO 

BOTtP, Kernan 


Writer f 

j J 

Free lance 

B *^L Phoebe, aka ftwebe 

Actress 

■' ■ : U,. r ' ‘V 

free lanee -7: 

rornoweky ....■/./ 

flpATTItf Tee — 9 m ' 

~V 

r 

w-.i *■ 


" -* •'* — 


8MDCE3, Dorothy 
tracts, Lloyd 
D’CHUHPC* Joseph 
EfiCNSCW, Walter 
jKORDa, Maurice 
BP.O*K, Virginia 


writer 

Actress -isp? 

Actor . j'’" 

Actor 

Writer 

Musician 

Artist 


r±«o laiBw 

free lanoe 
free lance 
Free lance 
Free lance 

MG if 

Free lance 







CftAPJ AK, Thcnas ' 
CrTF-XSTLITB, Con 
CLAFE, Veurice 
COBB, Helen 
CODE, Lee 
rcLF, Lea ter 
COLES, Bet 
CClLIfE, LUtBA 
CCLIIW, Richard . 
COLLIS, Janeg 
CCH ISCCF.E, Dorothy 
CtaPinS’Of, Dorothy 
•CcaPIRSn, Manuel 
CCREI, George . ~ 

DAGGETT, Charles 
CAGLE, Alfred j. r 
DA SILVA, Howard 
D ASS IB, Jules' - 
DAVIS, Hark 
D T FIORE, line 
DT 5DAL5, Howard 
KJTIEIX,. Edward 

-V- ■ . ■ 

EL ISC U, Edward ~ 
FILIOTT, Keith 
ELLIS, Very Jo 
EiDORE, Ouy 


Story analyst 

Musician 

Writer 

Actreac 

Actor 

Rriter 

Musician , 

Actreee 

Writer 

tfuslolan - 

Actress 

Musician 

Musician 

Iriter 

Publicist 
Electrician t 

1 u ;- v ^ rtor ^ / •• i 

Director ■* 1 
Writer r ? 
L..*. .*toslcien •> - - 

'Viter - ^ ; 

■Director ■at- 

- V Vii\, , 

k : *.£ . *- - — * 

- srlter - x- ~ 
Secretary 
Actress 

Writer 


israer Brothers 
Twentieth Century Far * 
Free lance . ; r , r . ^ 

Free lines „L: 

Twentieth Century 7 ax * 
i cm 

Free lance " - . 

free lance 

' BOB - -• ■ 

free lance :;r ' : '• 

.ROD v . ■ ■ ' 

t Free lines v_, : . . ■ 
f frres l a n ce 7 .. - 

| Columbia •••£■•' :• 


: corbie- ^ •< / 
■ - Kan 

^PeapeseeBt;rnlBr : ‘'' : * r 

J ; Mark Ballinger Productions 

F 7* ' free lance . •" ■ • ~ -v. 

f‘ ? Free lance 

mo .* t: .*• ■ . •. ' 

--W.V - ' ;... . ~ -Sr=j SvL; 

• - Free land* •=*$' 

... Republlo -• i " “ — 

Free lance 
Free lance 
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fOSB ■*«* 


HUH, Ami Bay 


-;t: ! f B t5*«r*^. 


r^-A oir— 

VrlUr ;^te 


tV’-'Tf »c 

- r^rs* 


;MalV X&snay Stxadloa i 
.IN« lane# 

Trsa laaot - jp»f .£ 


OOBBT, A4T 

O ^i S^ y : Bad .{’ ^ 

OOFF, Lloyd "• - 

GOLBDDtO, Martha 

GOLDMJiTT. Barrimt 


OCR DOM, Barnard-—- 

OCRDOB, Don 

OCRSETf . Jaj m. - . :.j: ..i . 

aCRJKI, Sandra 
Cfiar?/ ?Fmv ->' : 

lEiBT.Drtld 


Aetreas 

— --Aa^cr. , ^ 

actor .-«, 

Musician- - 

Mftlj d an 


Publicist 
Analyst *'• 

• Iritar-porodooar 
Kdtar > 

- , "‘***«t '‘r 

~ n .. i. — *»■ '/da^ jn^ V^yr 


T \- 7 T~V- 
V* ?-* " *j^rV r , ' 


Fraa lance », _ , ^ 

John Oarflald Productions 
Frae lanes — r- ■ .~ 

fm« 1 anpd - ’ ^- .i "v - 


Par ukoust . - - _^s~* ' ; «**_. 

Paramount 

f Columbia £.. , r -». c ..- . _*■ *t;^. : 

Fraa lanca t . .*.- »->i.. ■* :••»-.•• 


tritar 


Fraa lined: 




Bcmro .fan 


Free lanca 




■A&2 









Wr- 



KADISH, Ben 
XAHH, Oardcm ^ 
U12, Helen - 
EUfitlM, JMma r 
mmi, victor 
KINO, Den 'rr": ; 
1C AFT, JfcTian ; _i 


_ , ^ ^gg 






Assistant Director 


LM1AR, Traaaxi " 

LA KG, David 
LAPDHBt, *** *. 

LA t; SCO, Jota H oward 
USREKCS, Bare ' 

LEE, Canada •'/ t 
LIES, Robert 
LSf.mT, Isabel 
L^SHLR, Herbert 
I iitfX, Kelvin 
LETIS, Herbert Clyde 
LLTDA, Jay 
LLCTL, Korean 
100AJT, Hunphrey ■ .- 

tfcHDGH, Kitty 
fccBEIL, Allan D. 

Me VETCH, Paul j, r . L 
UAE3, Sicooe 
"AULEP, Lillie 
HALTZ, Albert : . ~ 

1UN0KF, Arnold ~ — 

KtPLOAE, Brian ' 

BtSCS, lata • . 
SATTISCHf, Batter - - 

Mazer, Eqy •». ■ \'-v=. 

PF i DOS, Leon - - • ^ ' * ••■■ 4*F- 

KFXTZER, Saul Laois r 
ITKUB, Hilton - 
FILLER, Joto 
MIXER, latrlcla ' 


r r~, \4, 

J -?'t - ' 


Actress 

Actress 

'"Actor , W :X 
hiblicist “ 
-Writer _ 

Electrician 

Srltar 

-Britar ^ 
Writer ^ ^ 
Actor 
Actor 
Fr iter 
writer 
Jiueiclan 
Sri tar 
Iritar 
Irltar 
Actor 
Actor 
Actreaa 
Analyst 
Actor 
Analyst 
Musician ^ . 
loiter " * 
Writer -J.- 
Writer 

r Actraaa “ ■ i * • 
Analyst 

-Actor : ” 

mter *** 
:.«rlUr 
Iritar - ■■*’ 

» Actor -■ 
Actress 


: te» lance i •_, . ^ 

ft— lance •'•? ' 

Free lance - ‘ 
Solanick International 

.^pee-XanecL-^^t-. 


•^L-JURZ : •-■ z-.^?~'~rr ■?' 

“ nEO - v , 

i Twentieth Centiry Ptac ^ 
Free lance _ . „ v ; ;■; 

'-, QHversal *_ ' r " ’ 

i_ . ' Free lance 
-- Golusvbla - - - - - 

HCM 
RKO 

Columbia 

RKO 

•raraicunt . 

- Free lance 
Free lance 
rtrea lance < 

# Onivereal • ' 

t free lance # 

| (Paramount •• •S>'? ’ 

1 Free lance" r . ^ 

. Warner Brothers *zf - : 

J • ,‘;Paraaount. ^ 

‘ Twentieth Century Foa^'J 
r TTee lance -- 

^ jfiumsr Brottejr* . ■ r 

flTM ? v 

^“tree lance-^*'- 
. : parsaount ,^-' v 
Tree lance > 
yret ' "• 

Free lance 
















.•"maser. 


«= BSCTB^T1«P«S 
~ aiGCHEL, 'Joseph 

^HKJR&fc: Jbe : ~r 


MWfc * 1F«*% . * -Tfc^ 

;..: TSOKX, farauto-c: 

■W tsren 71enr ~ *.., 

— - yosv^fcck 

vra^ -Al 

WZL, Barbara - 
Mms, Henry =" 

-JrSLSCS, R«tb ' 

SICIEU5, Geraldine 

.-■ * ,.‘-W • • • •' - • <*-V . -- 

QFTKEP., Herbert 1 
CLHITZ, 3a* T 
PA LET, Stanley - 

PARKS, Larry 
P3RLIH, Paul *T. 

PHILIPS, Peggy 
PISE , La e 
P3LCW5KT, Ahrahaa 
r A GET, Stanley 
fnIVKL, Ludon 

PATT, Waurioe 
KAVITCH, Irrlng 
REID, Arnold 
REVERE, Anna 
toWDLTS, Jack 
' ICHASDS, Robert L. 
fcICH'.PDSCJl, Carolyn 
tlCHA'DS^J, fcelonie 

: icrx DZ?ZI t ^LUUa 
F ISA LDO, Fredar io 
KIPPS, Harry . 
ViiVD*', Journey * “ 
KIVD5, a-.L. ’ 
FCBIUSOE, Earl 
F03IBS03, JWrxy - ~ 
i.OBSOM, Dadd .tv 
ROL fE, 0d 
_ r crAKO, AM 11a 
BOTH, Esther ... %*/■<-• 
FOTTI, Henry ' - 

RCSSEM, Kobert 
RCnSTEIK, Haraan 


„wwit«r 

- Electrician' 

_ Actraaa 4X 

Tpoduoar — 


‘■^sz&pss 


Secretary ^ 

Writer ^'"•7"'" 

Actresa - ' 

Actraaa 

Musician J"I~’ 

Writer 

Writer ■ •"* 

Actor 

Laborer 

Writer • n - 

writer 

writer 

Actor 

Actor 

Rriter 

Writer 

writer 

Actraaa 

Technician 

Writer 

Wuaidaa 

Actresa 

Actresa 

Writer 

T tc h nlc* ‘f- c . 

■Writer ’ ;v 

Writer ? - 

Caupoaer & ansi clan 
Caneraoan 
Analyst 'U 
Writer : • . 

Actress ' *" 

Uusician 

ku si clan 

Writer 

Director 


^ I*ae laom^S:^ 
^Colcehia : 

- — - - - - — *■ t Jg - 

.^lurwwun*: -j- ---. -• 

tJnlrersal - ~ 

r»IO_ ;- - 

Warner Brothers:. 

Area lance 

’~i free lance " 1..^ 

f rae lance i ^ . ,y 

free lance , ~ ~ 

Coluabla •■f* 
r Universal 

free lance — -•*■ 
?wee lance 
Universal 

Twentioth Century fox 
rree lance 

Tamer Brother* 

WOK 


Free lance 


COM 

Technicolor Studio* 

Froc lance 

Free lance -a 

Froo lance 
•Free lane© 

Paramount' % '■■ ~ 

Technicolor Studio* , 
Free lance '* 

Coluabla ~ •■yr-. — 

Coluabla _ t 

BIO W 'r.4 

Free lance / . _ ", 

iVec lance .IT ; ' : ' T ^ " 

ires lance T " 

Twentieth Century Fax 
John Garfield Productions 
Coluabla 


?*r 







rods icx, sun* 

'fttfSUH, 




* ■ 




'dr*? " 5^ 


5'W* Waldn 
SAMUELS, Warner 
stmanx, b— . 

' SaMDELLj Gwap 
Sen ford, John 
Sanford, Barguerlts - 
Saul, Oscar — - . Tr 
2 CHATTEL, George " 
SCTOfmiL, Bernard 
SCHVEL«OT> Virginia 
SCCTT, »drinn 
SRLIC, Leonard "" * ; :~ 

SELLERS, 

SKL7II, Kin r r - • 
SHAT?, Bon ■ 

SHORE, alias - - 

SHQhT, Robin 
SI re EL, San - - 
cr.LVR, George 
S' ITH, iX t 
.VITH, Scaror.no 
S^ITH, Edward, was 
Israel L'alenalqr 
S’lITH, Harold 
Si'ITH, Milton 
SCLC9C0K, Louie 
SCNDEPOAAP.D, Gale aka 
Mrs* Herbert Eibeman 


■v 


Musician 
Writer 
Writer * 

Writer - 

inter ™ :^T 

Writer . 

Friter -“V. 

' .Vouucsr ~ ; ~ 
liusician 

Secretary ~ “~““ 
Secretary 'r* 7 -' •• 
Assistant Director 
Iriter - ~ — 

Actor • 4 - 

Eueidan . 

Friter 
Actor 
Analyst 
Technician 

writer > •_ 

Friter 
Friter 
Actress 


JUEQ 

- _ 

Free linos 





Freelance 
KGS - -? 

Cdcafals '' ~ - J >- 
Free lance 

Twentieth Centtiry Tot 
Free lance • 

T8BSC-- 


SPENCER, Helen S. 

Secretary 

SPERCSi, Pay 

Friter 

STEELE, Dorothy 

Briter . '-r ‘ 

STEVENSON, Philip 

Writer.^. | f * 

SIR A USB, Theodore 

Xriter "*4 ¥ 

SUIU7AJ, Glenda _. ..... 

Viter ..... r .... A 

■ y f -• -f 

T*F?EL, Bess ‘ t. 

ifrltar '■ 

taw®!, Hany;%^:^.- 

< .Itasidsn ^ 

TARCA1, Vary v ' - 

*! Actress . . - . : y - 



veo lance , i;, 
Itaivereal 
Universal ~~ 

Free lance > 

Free lance -- 
Free lance 
Free lance 
free lance 
Free lance 
RKO 

tsc hn lalc r Studios 

Free lance 
KGU 

OiT unbi^ , 

Twentieth Century 





. — r T ^ ; 






cpuhile ; ~ 

’Free lane* r » 

Fret lance - 
* Producers Releasing Corpora tl 
Par incun t ' ‘ 

-Fres lanes .•- -fe~ -.- - 


T? t LOFF, Frank ~ 
TIER I, Jacques , 
TH'TIAS, George r, 
TOr-BIB, Cyril 
TCVRSEKD, Leo 
7PABUE, Varion 
TREE, Dorothy 
TEr;«j-£, ftral 


- Viter 
Qritor 
' PubUcist 
V us 1 clan 
rriter 
’Viter 
Actress 
Friter 


JSp^L-- 


/a?-... „ — 


JPanaccunt t; 
.-Free lance 
Free lance 

p.k>, • - ; •'■ 

Free lanes ,, 
Juries 'Pigney 
Frca lance 
Universal 
Free lanco 
Free lance 
Free lance 




. h*Sr..is 


Productions 
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TRU5D0, Pa lt c a 
PJTTLS# Brink 


mis, 

.. ■ 

HTILLAfiD, Paul 
VHfCSST, Mark 
VIRGO, Joan 
VIRGO, Fetor • 


TXUXM, Alexander ; 
WAIPSF, Woraan 
‘MRS, Eugene 
'SASHUTTCIH, Haraa 
T*,TTS, ’.111 lac - 

WFDSF, John, Urs. 
WEIL, Richard 
WEINiR, Herein 
rain, John 
WHT01A9, Ernest 
tnnTCT, Lynn 
TILC01, Panels 
••• T*:caEL T >, reririss 
r INTERS, Bm 

IARIS, Roddy 
YUHDER, Clay 


Writer - 
Dfrectcr 


Ariier* ~~ 

7.,~ 1 .'!?*> . rA*,.. . . •„.. 

- Sw4s'V^. - 

Jfusician 

-Actor ^ - ssfe. . 

Actress .r 

A cto r _ 

kusician 

Musician 

Actor 

rriter 

Assist ant Director 

Analyst 

Writer 

Writer ' --- 

Writer * *" ~ 

Actor 

Actress 

rritcr 

Writer • 

Analyst 

Actor 

Actor 


lterk ^llix««r^odactione 


Sarosr . B ro th ers 

lance -—— 
Free lance 
Free lance 
Free lance 

Free lance 
Free l an c e 
Free lnnea 
Free lance 
Free lance - , 
RKO 

Free lance 
Free lanoe - 
Warner Broth era 
Free lance 
Free lance 
Free lance 
Froe lance 
Fariacunt 

Free lance 
Free lance 




In iiarefa of l?ij7, inf ported that the 

general trend in the tactical line of tn^5fS®f?^*art^Tn the United States, 
shlch began in July, 19 15, whon the Cccramist Political Association me dia- 
solved ind the Ooramist Forty, U.S.A* naa re-eetiblisbed continues, and accord-^ 
ing to lnforeantflpH thin tactical line directs that all Coraunist Party 
functionaries an^AJolicly known Ccenamlst Forty members cane forth publicly as 
the representatives of CoaBunisa in this country and all Coasunist sympathisers, 
follow travellers, and followers of the Co a a u nist Party line concentrate their ac- 
tlvitiss in so-called "liberal* organisations, camouflaged as "progress Ives*" 

This source further states that they are permitted tc slightly denounce Communism 
and pretend at the aar.c time to atand far a progressive United States seeking to 
cooperate with the Soviet Union. In short, their position la to a slight extent “ 
anti-Corrrunlst, but always pro-Hussia. _ 








They ttf* instructed ta wo* iltiai Ifllil fe— i «a tew'l s W.\n fT «r». 
“i»e% 4 mi el»t'i dSyiaresaVeponaorl nf&m ao-call^d <«lMr!tf t«-~ 

jute damtodswfcichpraetleelly miomnt^o special prlrlisge; to work «UU»^ 

JJM». tmtaUi^i-tnffoa 
" Hr* act* ** ® 

everything po «»ibi s -iabring about co n fua ioa and croes purpoeae *« all walk*-" 

of life. ./. ’•<- 4s-‘ '^S^P^'V iv- " , >..-:Tne- =1: ‘ 


- -i- 

•% ’v x «rat: 


Confidential Informant f the I^a li/.ni ^ff I n» I.~ 

botnoctt April 9 tod U, 1947, repSITe^fl^^^^^^^itiee'of the - Co**uiii»te. 'f’ _ 
oad sympathisers in Hh* Bollywood motion pictttrm.Andaatry here net" been dampened - 
to noticeable extent by the nationwide attacks tod exposure, of the CoaaonUt 
Party and Cbi/canXe® end its international connection. In the press, over the radio 
mTa * ° sr5r a9TOi« : W8 only iioticecble *£fecV Ilk tiioss -Involved ara cor$ 

careful in their oper tlons tod sore vehement lit their denial a of -aiy caaaaeg^l onyrr 
vlth the Cosounist movement. However, there is no diminution of •fronf*' 'activiViee 
all of which they cloak behind the terms "democratic* and •progressive.® ' 


With one • light exception, io far there hae Ven no statement made, -' 
or etand taken, by the heads of the Industry, tha producers themselves, on thl»~ 
controversinl question which now ragec all over the United States, The one ex- 

rorif 4 rtn wo m * at sf a«,a«b Jt V— P t — T - » a . 

• »eu.o*ucue bicub u/ tnc ijoanston, rep re entin r tfc* roticn picture-*- 
ir.cas*. ry, before the roure On- <r. eric a" Committee ir. which re ■jtnted that ^ 

«olly>ood hrx defeated the Beds and that, by liplicatlon, there was nothing ■ 
carious about the Communist penetration of the film Industry. 


InforaanJ^BHBfurther reveal sd that while tha Communists have lost * 
ground to some extsnt within the trade unions because of tha failure of the 
strike of tha Conference of Studio Unions, they have more than up for this ‘ s 

bv kAflnP man? of r *wn* + Vi* eaa.. Ski aa^d I ~ Li ~ ^ .V . . - . -*01 

~ w ^ — — * ” ' yj.os-0** iu iuguor wt itq poe it lone, as 

directors, writers, actors end la some executive posit fond. The latter type 
of penetretlon Is sort insidious, however, because of the rauutatioas er? In- 
fluence gained by those elevated in this manner. One outstanding example is 
the appointment of Dora Schary to b* director of all production at B-I-0 studios. 

-chary has followed the political 1 1 ns of the Comunlst Party for jmlej years, 
has engaged in, and supported, a multitude of Coamunlst fronts and hae been an 
influential tool of the Communists for years* His important position at tha-. : . 
present tins affords him complete protection against any charge by anyone that 

V* >hi« hdtmn men 4 mwtl wa A #1*4 . a a um * ® ^ *■ s a •> * . ^ . . . a r'.^ 

" ~~ -a».vavw^e *#—m*w*o A* Miflfi 1UUOVVQ ClOl^if ^ tU9 pTCRZH " T 

tlae, extending all throu^i the Industry and tending- to make it as a ,'r-ole lose—' 
what sacreci from any. criticism of a definite or specific maturw * 


Other individuals of this type, according to Inforaaat^^KhuTe been 
ly elevated to key positions in the industry. They are, in^^7 the following: 


i 

> 


ill 





-- . ^ -_ *>*.- . *■ 


K anin, : 6 a r*ofl« producer with Unlrerea l-IntrtnaUcc*! 



^.taspSiry, y«ri£‘ 

.Sperling, Wilton, praduoer, TCyrnar Bro»« , 



Xas4n, Ella, director, aigned "by Darryl Zaolck, Twentieth Century-Pax 


Traube, ^*epard, signed ae director far RKO 
Hossen, Loibert, director ffKO ~ ~ , 




Mr 11 — ■ 


' L - W,-** 


-■ — -*-■ i— ■ '■*. *-.~rrr~ ,■; - - -f—Sr ■ 

• - -. -- T -c — . 'ta.-ss— C~ .-▼—-Srt- '-: 

. ■ j «-*•?. - 7 * v.* ? v-.r- v; - Vi ^ 

Herbert, y« Pugh, Director Twentieth Century- Fax 7 . -ri« V- ' 




Koenig, Lteter, Producer, Liberty Pile*, KUHae* yler I'rodactiooe-r,^ - '"^^ 

’ •* ■ - •y r '-a^ ,, “ *r*“" - ar t~' > ’ -*• 1 ' _ yp 

Kelly, Gene, KOI Studio* announced that be will eoon be node a di- 
rector for that firn. " >" ' 
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S^ittM^ETT^Ss 


II 4i<B» «*»" 'i 


t-*f S*< **:1 


Vk t< ^r> • 

*S^ 1 ^ tf <» «- 


pj 

B|¥¥j^^^^vn^^jTjTH*2®2!*i5I*SBi33!3J^^En33^C5i^^H2I55I 

; T)i^t3 


B?tW»>1 


* This picture was releas*<f by Earner Broth* ?s%a May, 1V43. The i~" ^ 

producer was Robert H« Buckner. During 1934 and 1935 Buckner ras Isp&ted, 
j:i i-oscow, Russia^ as a correspondent i'or the London D ail y ilail. ill. was ... . 
Drought to Hullytood by Darner brothers in 1933 as a screen *..riter. Buckner 
; cx'can' lly selected Jay Le/ds to act as Technical director for :, )/.issi;n to v/. ; 
Doscow. " Leyda had been in Loscov at the sane time os Buckaar, v.here . he had 
been co:mected with the Bureau of Revolutionary Literature sr.a the Soviet . .? ' 

X otion Picture Industry. Leyda is known to be a neaber of the Coamunist Crf^: 
Party of the U.3.A. and confidential sources have furnished a copy ol' the 
’’transfer paper transferring Leyda from Nev. fork City to the Los Angeles, 
California, organisation ol' the Party. Leyda 1 9 ‘active in tho'’ League of 
American fcritere end lectures at the Hollywood Jritari School mentioned ^ 
rbove.. The actual writer of the screen play "Kissiorrto Ifoscow,* was Srskinfc -d 
Caldr.'uJUL, Caldwell has teo ia neeber of tl(* Loaga^ df /onericr^ Viriters fory.'-i- 
jvany years aad ii&s raade several trips to the Soviet Uuiou. Caldwell has been 
an associate editor of "Soviet Russia Today," published by the Friends of the - 
" ovist Union, a Cotmumat controlled dr gani cation; -Prior to August . 23/ 1V39» 
Caldwell »es in favor of collective security. During the lire of the. iiitler- 
•"••’ Stalin Uon-AggreswionTfect, Caldwell supported the program of the American 
~ Peace L'obUlz&tlan exMT opposed openly the -Lend-Lease Act and tits Selective 
' Service Act. After June 22, iy41, Caldwell called for rill-out aid to Britain, ' 

' tb^Scviet lTnion^And Cliina. the picture is baaed 3ipon the ...book, "*&?s£ian 'i© r ’V 
^u®o8Cofc*Wrttt*i»-by Lrl Joseph Davies, Xofasr . Aabcssrdor to Russia.- 
,^’j .©f id that. Uiq pictufv contains pro-Soviet propaganda and nuDerour licr-apipera 

have criticised thi picture severely on these ground* stating that many of 
the - incidents related ar^s^hiKhl^co^ro^a^riot to represent a true 
the 
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Action in the North Atlantic 


Ibis picture ■was also released by l amer Brother* ancf deals with 
“m^fc^yities of the Merchant "arine on the Vurnansk run* . It is reported 
that tho picture is very favorable to the National Taritixe Union of 
America., CIO, a Cocnunist controlled union* According to *%vid Platt, 
Corrauniut motion picture reviewer for "The Worker" for July 4f 1943> ’'Action 
—In the Horth Atlantic” is being used as a training film in the Merchant 
Marine Training Schools of the ™ar Shipping Administration* The screen 
play was by John Howard Lawson, member of Branch F, Northwest Section, C 02 - 
siinist Jarty* Lawson received technical assistance and advice fror. Janes 
Drake, Port Agent of the National Naritiae Union, San Pedro, California, a 
known mticber of the norrr.inist Party* 

Keeper of the Flare 

This picture is an KPi production, adapted froi^ a popular n-rsl by I. 
A, R. Tylie* The novel was adapted to the screen by Donald Odgen Stewart, 
a reported member of the Cocnunist Party arri husband of £Lla Winter, a Com- 
muni-t Party member of long standing. The picture is said to have varied 
from the book in that the book was made in the nature of a mystery story, 
whereas Stewart in the screen version emphasised the content of the picture as 
pnti-Fascist. 

Hangmen Also hie 


This picture is a United Artists production released approximately 
April 1, 1943* It is a war celoiraca dealing with present-day conditions 
in Czechoslovakia under Nazi rule and the hangings by Heydrick, the hangman, 

.ard the Gernan Gestapo. The picture was directed by Fritz tang, who is re- 
ported to be active in numerous Cocnunist front organizations. Included in 
the cast were Lionel Stander, member of the Communist Party, e’d Virginia 
"'c.raer, al?c said to be closely affiliated with Co-'munist group's. The 
screen play was by John T 'exley, a member of Drench C. of the "orth-cct Section 
of the Communist Party, 

Our Russian Front 

This picture was made originally in Foissia as a documentary 
film. It was reassembled in Hollywood under the auspieos of Russia v.ar Re- 
lief, Inc., ar.d it was adapted to American audiences by use of a commentary 
delivered by a narrator, who in this instance was Halter Huston, The ■’om- 
raentary was written by Elliot Paul, a rae-ber of the League of American 
Writers, a contributor to numerous Communist Party publications and er. active 
member of recognized Conrcunist front groups. Assisting in the production 
were Lewis Vilestonc, Director; Joris Ivena and Dimitri Tiomkin. Doth .vile stone 
and Ivens have been identified with numerous Coiruinist Party front orgsniza- 
tio ns. ^ 
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if Director was Lewis Milestone, who vu born In Russia and has be so sponsor of 


and active in & great number of Qomaunlst front organizations. The writer of 
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^^te sfrv J«sa3 


Sul Invasion ■"* 0 abmit&MS& -Vb*b ixca&ioxi. The picture'-haa kin ^ 
gev*r#3y criticised by mu newspapereaa being Qojpanisl pr Soviftjibpa-’ 
-ganda" In th*t It presents a plotare of llf» in tbs Soviet ttniMuwfcictol* 
3»t consistent %1tt| tft j frits , -- r -^---- ^ ■ ' '■ - - 




Vetch on the Jfelne 






This is a Varner Brothers production released In the fall «C «• 

1943. The producer is Her nan stramlin, a neober of numerous Coasainist party 
front or^ani rations. Dash loll Hammett, writer of the acreen play, is- - '. .^_„ r ... 
president of the League of American writers and is described a« f awticel^Lcfea 
Coanunist by inforaante. The original play fro* which the screen' pliy was 
taken was by U 11 la n Heilman, Comnlst Arty aeaber and active in mmran > • 
Co*nmist fiont organisations. This pie tare dealt with the activities mt 


mm mil picture dealt with the activities #f - ^ 

enti-fhselst refugees in resisting Fascist oppression. It received glowii*“ ” 
commendation fro* the Conannist Barty press. ; - r ~' : ■ 

Hostages ^ ~ — 

This picture was produced by paramount Studios and is a ear oelo- - 
drama. Ifce Director of the picture is Frank Tuttle, who is a member of 

STS Lf.SLSST’S* tVtT ’ ^ rthTOt HnU^ood, CUUorrdJU A - 

£* !{, lr\V^V^ of the scieen play was Lester Cole, a aeober of the fenaet ' 
Branch of the Comnist Party, northwest Section, Hollywood, California 
** Pioture is Luisa Rainer, formerly the wife of 
Clifford Odets, Conawist Party *eaber. Other actors included Artaro de 
Cordova, 3panish ao tor, Katina puxinou, Greek refugee |c tress. and Oscar 
Honolk. Russian ^etor she has a Juest of thFEsSSTl&S.^ff ‘ ^ 
picture has been described as a propaganda picture in every sense' of the. ward/ 

*&£+ _ ; ' : W' : SC; _ ' ~ .T r 1: i-.i : 

*jjj P^-oture was produced bF Columbia, Tt was directed by Toltafl-^ 

8 ^TL , ^£ 0 *? *»**» EDSlUh aotlOT * et *« product, v Zoltam 
JETS ftT ! ritis * for P«*nons of Coaeunist sy^, 

.“'"r* . r-rr.-r-r"* '"“ uar branch A-3 of the ConauMst Party^n^'^ 

Los Angeles, is the writer of this screen play. The nicture I. arflr^Z 

^nf**pTJ** **" IWrt«n.. Awne th» StST« S£2££ .;■/ 

Bogart, Rux Ingra*, a gegro, and J. Carol Hsish, all of whoa are^mrtL ' ^ 
to han btm attllUUi rtU. Oonmirt front E r4op. in thT^n? 







IXk s*Xa,4U il time referred to the DnitedSUte* ae^fc#«middle-elass, 

jwa» world*". jte4U$»tad ;"*|itlJ# for Ufltf* *nd "paradise Lo st", both of 

by&ifforit <rf'?iPV ?^g 

: 'i«s tlf y lag *th# iioscov pars** 19^7*^* protested against the release vjp* 
~ot "Tennessee Johnson*^ picture 8* ; is aleo a lecturer aithp Uollyrood 
"ritar* School rtmhyTtbm Hollywood Triter* 5fd®lix*tiDm ■ zzt'.^ps. .t: z"^r 


— -' Don Hartaaa is an Associate Producer* eadaccording 
was * member of the League of American "Writers/and 1* presently 
the Hollywood Writer* yobilixation, the successor to the league, both of-‘~~~ 7 .‘ 
which ere Comm 1st controlled* This informant has advised that Ifetrtaan has 
also been active In the Hollywood Democratic) Coral ttoe which la. also l 
ComaaBist oontiolled group* i- - , • • r - -••■» • • ••«...:■ 

David Hematead» ~ According Ic^pstsad is a former screair’ 

director who bee /oilowed"'the line of th^^^BHiist fraction in the Screen" 7 
Directors* Guild* describes Hempstead as a sympathiser with the - ^>7 

Coanml at mo veaentTS^ul vises, however* that he ha* no evidence of actual^ 
membership on the pert of Hespstead in the Commlat Political Aesociatlon* * ^ 
The informant could not advise of any organisation under Communist control 
in which Hemj '-tead has been active* ~ l’_ 

Kunnally Johnson * According to|H^^V Johnson was active In the 
Contemporary Theater during the years 193^^5^^37, which the informant 
has stated was organised and controlled by the Coneowlst Party* He believe* 
also that Johnson .was acti ve in t he Hew Theater League also under the 
'domination of Comnnnists. ^■■termed Johnson as one who, by his activities, 
.has shown sympathy for the^WSffiist movement, but described Johnson ts 
'having a "spotty* record, l«e#, active only occasionally# 

- Tllllam Cameron Gentles* |^^Ahas advised that IJenxies was a ^ - 
former instructor at the League of Ime^ffan Writer* ’ School for Writers in 
Hollywood , and is presently teaching at the People's Iducational Center, 
Hollywood Extension, which is the successor to ths School sponsored by the 
League of American Writers. . Both groups have been described as being under . 
Cornu nist control* The informant does not know whether Jeazles has been 
a meafcer of tha Communist Political Aesociatlon* • v. . 7 

. r . — •.» - - - X « L •*«*- * 

r+iJ 1 ' ..■!*' - * — - ' t’ • -i ■ ’• - - ” - - <’ " 

• 1 , t \ v — ?:v .s'" ■ ^7 V-. 

~ • * -v ■ 1 ( .*• . y - "v. • ’ i.' 2 ?' . ' 
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piajr rad k&cvn Caravel* t 


Hjrere rad ferae/, raitere of the 

-■^y«*P ' W&nf MW 9 tw lOiltU tt lOf iNERpw^^V pfOQtOQP •BCt^ELl *Li 

r ^ Sarburg «^>o faaabi«.r) Identic led ai ~a aponsor rad — aber Of rt— gr cm a Co-uniat 
r ' Party front off enjuntlaae Ind m3Xjg~ti>e }**fii* of i— ricso TH tc «u"”Tot e tar 
^ .., flf to* picture!* i.atUit pell ra# am Jbeen a re^ U tc r e d coraraLst farv-rag 
V..- oince 1935* In that /Mir, #ie m Ami —aber of the rratral Ccnrittee of 
~ -the Co— inlet Party WifitStaU of California. 


- - TiU* le an tu E. O. release, produced ana directed ty iaaey Mend*, 

•ri ectlT» nraber of the Lee,~ue of Aserlcc: Writers, ^tas jrarlcan food.ee 
SeWLlleaticP end ratemt other Cc— anlet frent ©Tcaftiaaticxis. writer tif ;.., .?... 
the picture le Rudd ttlecn Schulberp, « fot—r —bra of the Teang Co—nlet •-■- 
ireftfue. Sc .mi be rv le paid to here a long record of Co— oniet ecaiTitiea i allowing, 
• trip to the Soriet Onion In 1934* The eter of, the picture le Ollrijr de 
lend, *-to le reportedly associated el to Co— le t front ore enisatt one including 
the J© s nt Anti-Fascist fcefugee Coodttee and variou s Euet l en re lief groj *. •- 


leatiratlors To>rro 


Tnis le • Inner fcratwe prediction written hr Albert Kelts, s. 
—wber cf We Kortrrwest section cf the C ceramist Party In Hollywood, It wee 
proceed ty Jerry teld mtt directed by Leleer lores, botn of — ere reported 
to neve enown eyw>ethy for Co— uniat causes. Te stare of the picture are 
Cary Grant and John Oarfielc (Jacob Garf ink«l ) both of whoa are aaief to cir- 
culate in Ccacaniet Party circles In Hollywood, 


Tree Raaelan 


f /da le e Grocer hahinowiefa production fop United Art! eta. Toe . if;, 
screen p 1 ay wee written ty ton Jams, » knoan Co— n r; let Party — Hber assisted ' 
ty aber. Kendel, who le reported to be a eerber of —rows Co— uaiet front ^. r 
groups, Henri ©e Clark and victor Tiivea —oe toe /adaptation free the original 
story. Roth Clark era 3triv*a art aald to be active in ionr.uniat frent troupe. 


Tnlfl is an &• t. 0. orp'fatitn, Written by Belton Tnabe, a Berber 
cf We Northwest section of the Ccsscuniet Party 1 r. Hollywood. It t?s nroiueei 
b. a*d' taubtaa : *n * directed ly ; award Cpytory);, hot; of w x «os art sale to oc 
seibere of Co— untet front groups. 

O/ . \ 

Toe star of the picture le Ginger Eg ere. During prcdjctio', it is f 

rrrerted tr.tt l'n. L«la ice ere, sother cf tne ettr, ob^ect*d to cerx^-lr. tlle^e^ 
prooarercir; lines to be epo^'oi by hrr dtr^hter and refused to let t~.c ct : -r dclirrr 
titat llrue, km. Ko,;ere ccaalair.ed of tae Co—unist prepajande tyne cf line 
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Ttt* fC'-^?5 pfo^etionwritten rrfi di hacked fy ^rfS t rt !d*eT^ 
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As oi Au/^ict, 1944, ir’fora.ants have adviced that i: ere have been no 
pictures released for ser.erd public presentation rithia 11. l ;3 t Usirt;- days 
*-*-*•* cauld he classed as propaganda for the CQS’iuni^L. cr.nse, t'.thcr directly, 

or indirectly, or -nhich could be said to be pictures failowin- the Co. jsunist 
Party lif*3« It was reported that the entire industry lias bee caw acutely sensi- 
tive to criticism in this respect because the issue has been raised publicly 
in several directions. - ■«■ ’ « - 


However, as noted in Section II under the subhead "Hollywood liters! 
fob filiation, 11 a program was effected whereby the irdf wd'uld cooperate with 

vui^> v- uuoiT7*Gi,ioa in proaucia*; a nu'aucr f-i. cocanj c inuary filrnc » r 
T^ 1 iroliy.Tood -OaJ.ly Variety* for August 7, 19M, that tho fcU.3T.iig 

pictures ure planned for early production! ‘ ' -*? •'■*---- v _- ' 


It '3 third -jt 


-If 


This .picture will be produced at CaLuabUe itodios Iron a script by 
H-inry rUnnkfort for tb# Security Branch. of "the Baited dittee Arny, Havy, and 
Ftl. , iilaokfort is a known muubsr of the Northwest iectioa of the te^Anwelea 


i'f Liinf « 4 «4 tel ^ i i 

VW^*wjr l/V. WiWULOb 4 VA1 bXVOA. 




Th* :;tory with Two find! r 


*•«** -jrd* 


The "Daily Variety" article states this picture is for tho prevention 
of postwar inflation. It is to be written by Harold BucIjzcxi and lou ialoaonj 
both Suchiian and Solomon are members of No rth east Sec tion, Loa Ar^elac County 
CorV-jTiiat Political Asaociation. 











. T— iL. This film allegedly, will describe the nati on'# progress to date .on 
international relations* It Is also written by Renry Blankfort described r- 1 
above u a member of the Communist Political Association. 

. v“' ^ - - • ■ ” ' • "* -* ■ - •• ? xs. -r ■ -*.rr " .. ‘v'jsF -- 

Air Transport Command ----- - — \,~i 

' This fl la allegedly deala with military transport forces *\ 

to be written by Oscar Saul, presently a member of the Vorthweat Section, toe 
Angelas County Communist Political Association* •«- ~ , r — 


World Peace Through World Trade 


This film reportedly Trill be written by Edward “Tils cu who was a ~ 
rember of tlie Northwest Section of the Ccrmunlst party in Los Ar.^cles in 1943 
uuJ iiuld 1943 Comtounist Party book ^25115. -■ - 


During the latter part of August and early September, no pictures 
with propaganda content have been released. The following two pictures are 
planned for early release i /• I - - 

, ■■ ;■ • / f - ■■■ ■ :,w : _ 

Ti e Eovanth Cross - — w - - } f •-•'•••;- .• 

This film, written by Anna Soghera , a Communist propagandist now 
In Bexico, reportedly will he released 4w public-' aiawd.^. slnaat immediately. 

Cltisen Toa Paine ^ ~ ~ J \ ~ u”y.-'rrrsr- e " 

This pic Curs has not bosh produced heretofore due to its' alleged J w 
’rcvblutibnajy content j fl however, EJalter -7angar, Hollywood producer, has. y 
now purchased the story and it reportedly will be produced in the near future. 
Infomar.ts advised that Communists are already hailing Hr. ‘.‘anger* o feourage 
in taking ibis ’ type of pioture" and it is noted that Ti'anger has showed oonm' ‘ 
eiderable sympathy for the workoflioU^rood Communists in attaching the 
Motion Picture Alliance. 







crried i coftal UwfljJU st ee d tr*m4 «• thla fUa which, according i« v 

ertiola, rjdaos th* qu«rticn "in. pepalar form", abet ta* about Gersaiy .V: ... -rj' 
tfter the ia« It is stated that AhU filawoa produced \& teeter Cohen - t- 
fraa a screen play tgM&ng JLardner, «*F** «d Tmpold Alaro 1% eight br 
ootod that Ring i*r&j*r* Jh, Is ft hw > CooDunlst* The Urto adult rflncipaie 
are Frederick itareh, Agnoa Uoarehead and tatty Field* Kerch la known for 
hie of filiation with * ivcbar of CamoaUt controlled gnu?** 

_ • T * / l ^ _' V ? • J _ •' **•' . ! ' 

la Jsjiuary, 3.745* the Jkfllywood Vrltcra ^ahlllgatloc wee reducible ... 
for* a closed chewing of th? a notion picture which wee written by uij*£ Lsrdrscr* - 
Jr* anU Leopold >tlaa« Both hate bees p ic h a n o f the OonraurLst af3fty *i =t jA - 
tie privet* shoeing there va& a diaemaian ter one Dr.Jacee 7. acts all Jko ^ '"*** 
*-3 Intro-iooed aa a state Departacit Consul tact to the Office of «ar lufarxatioa* 
fbotaiU apafca at tha rooting rod stated the notion picture wee aura powerful l* 
than the rutto or twisted rort la "moving the ajdrlt of eorfcind*** Other 
o; +ii :em at the chewing Included Albert JSaltt, Ruth Ik-r.amer, TladW.r 
! ofxncr, Dr# Sharia Lnnn* a i'esrran refugee writer* Ur* FVurfdin Fearing, 
lUxt .ef&cr* i.etor art! OjiiforniH Etat* -sse^hlyrarij icu * urrie end . rjvctfc 
: avery* ‘*f U*e above, the !<t wr. Co-nuniets era 'Ihert ."-i Its, *.-th :.c -msy. 


.irrir# Lomcr, l-r,c.rv i:ii .r, tonr. and . cc-rir.' :rn ::r-*n> for their 


clcec coo'cratlon with ..-aurunintc la tbo past* 


'* Tho ''-oily Aorcr'' for r’ay 17, 1945, cbcractcriees this picture io 

a ot;e of the veiy boot of wy» files aa wall ae e significant contribution to 
Ancr lean- ‘ovist frieedoliir on a por with ’The Sorth St ar ** *flattl* Of Pus*!**, 
o!.d *30^ of iussia*'* 7S» tt-Ily rbrtwr* 1 ixticlo a itlauas, •'^cwlne ••''• 

and eirca-ro, • .o^rstcr- . ttoc’:* rircs halls for ad .^'‘hitoi.-ra end <^rrv--n.e - - 
•'evict etratqy ii^ainat the .'usvict curse* i'car this £iva th u'.a to t!jt 
irIlliur-1 Colurhla t«an of Jafn ; 'coord Lctcsn, ccrcai writer, "clt-ar. Aorda, . 
director,. J*i»s ore Coro* phrto^aphsr# Lpds ^lionbcrc# corpoecr «'*3 ; eul " ' 

‘ uni w!ic n Icye T'uU»v, t'« vert, ierri* C_mavdl^ artaied in V.o ataf«e play*’ 

Cf those iaditri/h'als* louaort Is the lnatknfc CorrunLst In iolljrjDod} : 
Korfa 1c reported to Acer otronc farcritim for r'cr»«!s oi ^aramist ^^atidcaj 
i-r.i :!otre, -n iru tructor in the ' c-cplc*® Tducatiaoal 'Carter, currcrtly live* ' 

ToiBon with r or. .r*a f’abb known to iiave held 1741 C5A fwsfcwrnhip boric *it(>32U* - 

L A. Tl— -■ V - - . •■■... Jf-as: A ..** • 

nowm X live Ib^ ~ r-’-" ' v 

Ladd 

Nichols 

nllv " "The Aor>.er n for J’lno 3# 1945* <«nnoc;iced tlut a featuratta length 

by this title war bcin£ mdo on a noi-ororit b-sis by 'TIC Studios* 

hwn»;c'i T' 

r J wnnl^vt»- » L t > 

^ulw; VM K * - 

[*b«L±ke 

•= j-»mi «. XO — 




J £’Sfc« SS?Sr® 





:< * .;. r ':^',-.-55bHUflt to ac *e«*rS. to, to* lc* .v*4;aI«B «0aU7 F«% 
nett propona a araattnittan ef to* fraWfia# ©T retglao* ldl*m&a - #**2rig2* 
ttMc xgto *g n«g to writ* to* o*ript, ,lt»* wttoe u**s plan in a euj*- - t J 
**f *H*r timtwu *ftw* twviqg *fr* a r < * octh* *Ug* eon** trjt for — 
a cAe end is iwnfronfcsd ty * fri*htoR*U younastor *» to* rw into to* 

«1I*7 to *muiF* hi* torwstttrt* A* to* pc\g nu tTtor to* yOTns««nv 
vlnatm tj&«* ebarg* an4 talk* Mnaifely to ton* toy*, cftoolodlAg to* ptotir* 
V *togt* r*rl .’toUMQR^ "TU s*«* t U*« Ir n , »htofc to* abort wrtsjtofc 
?v _5 b*er. nv»eU " • ;■,■• _ *• "; ■ ***.> -« • - - •••••■• 

■;••*?*::■••. ’ ■•--■’- i v- ’ i- v" : 7 .-, : ■ - ' i KT-^iV^tC r J 


• r«trl ebtwn kv to* oiusIm *f a* amlvaraary ending «fc'r* 

1944 of tto Vaeriow Icuth fbr Peaoerocy, a go gaaoor or^oii *«Ucn to tbi'fota*! ',.. 
Cowrotot tccs«** toot bto Asa* to to* troop a* a sponsor fas? yr* in pebStotolng^ 








:-3*3r*T'f!'7 r : 



confidential infarrtnt'er"-^Mr leri*" a*T«v *ir 


fX®W"^lTision J co;upixea a xist of ttotlot £lcmras bade hy~ tha Bollywod^^r ■'•*” 
motion jpiouara inane try between October-lj-1945, sad Icfcabw 1,A94 6', In 
welch tnare is a possibility of propaganda . of a subversive n&tare.JHHj^ 
Indio* tad that ar'Wgnot daf ini celyatate tnere jJi CcBfflrtmigVyropag^B^^r j. ;~ 
*11 to® pictures listed below but ha has endeavored to list those pictures 
anlcfi have been pr o duced, directed uu writ tan by persons connections with 

the poccusist movement have been estpbliabe^by reliable and dependable 
records. -In-all the piciuree Hated below as stated that t/w ptraooe^^ 

aeniioneu as craters, producers ar.C directors of those pictures n^ve bean 
shofn to hare been connected in the past or at the present tine eith >ne 
Cona unis t Tarty or it. front organizations in the Hollywood are*; &B<&&p-taSVl~ 
reaben it is prooable that they would not neeitate to take advantage* T oi their ’ ir 
positions to inject propaganda sequences or suggestions into the pictures.* 


The list confidential informant! 


uas prepared is as follows* 


1. " The Crimson Canary, * brass. Universal Release — ' - • 

Hc-nry Blankfort, Aosociute Frooucir 

<.rittr of Screenplay 

So .other persons connected with this picture .iave known connec- 
tions with the Bollywood Conaani st movement. — ; * v 

2. " Confidential Agent. " Melodram, iamer Brothers Release 

Rooort Buckner, Associate Producer f J- . - .* - 

Herman Shoal in, director * 

Robert Buckner, Screenplay * - . „. 

JasrS Hong Howe, Cameraman / " 

Imi baxnan. Musical Lirector t i' 

v^utrloa Boyer ^ metbur of cast ^ •••- / 7; — - •= - 

- iauren Recall, maob^r of cast { I • _ ... .... 

^latlna f&xinou, nenber of cast ' „ J 

• .-v*-- George Co ulouris, member of ca at ,«v. , ™ '% t * 

3* " Cornered Melodrama, BKO Release '4^ ' ■ > 7 

Adrian Scott, Producer 
bd.ard Itaytryk. director 



■3? i ai. 








^" Scarlet Street. * Dt— . Onireraai Release : ~T*.' 

• ' 1 " ~* r~*~~~ ' t ~ * TJilL -•• •*• - • '~:-",7c S^g ZZ2Z ~ " 

^ JT I;.'..- 

‘ **iti , • Director' -~. - -’ -- 

^ ^ Dudley Riehols, Screenplay ' " ^ " _ ' " * ’ ' J <r 

” ~ Xdaard (L Bebinsoa, ieafcer of east - 

Joan Bennett, nenoer of cast - : 

',,. . .. VladiEirSokololX, mender of cast ■••*•■' ' ' -*“'"7 '** 

- 4 • ' -A. *•■'■’•-•■■ >r- -' - 

* ADilene Town. * Western, ” * , 

' - Herbert Biberman, Direotor •' * - ---- .-.£• 

Uaiola Shaaato, aoreenplay r -- - - v 

Lloyd Bridges, member of cast' v 

" Torcorroe is Forewr. ■ Crana, RKC Release, ir.sernatioiial Production 

urging Pichel, Liructor _i 

Lenore Cclfee, Screenplay 
aax Steiner, Uusic 

Orson Welles, (Star), member of cast 4 * • 


■Three Strangers,* Uolodra&a, Warner xnrottyara Release 

-- - r .> • ' ■’ 

Jean £ guleeco, director f f ■.■'■it . . , 

Howard JCoch and John Huston, Screenplay 
Adolph Leutsoh, Uusic : 


^ vr i- 


^5-fe; .'TiCL-T- 


.iiydiiey Greens tret (Star), number o£ cast 
Peter Lorre, member of cast j 


' ularjof a CnaToennald. * United Artiste Release 

k * , ; - ^ m &'-' ■' . ; k “ - *- 
*■!■■ „ X A ^ ’ • * - . „ • - r , 

- J»an Henoir, Production and Lirector - ?r 

Hurgcss a^rscith, Producer and Screenp_ay ' ■ . ' 

Paulette Gouuard, sembsr cast 
Burgess Hareuith, member of ca^t 
Francis Leuertr, tuember oi cast 


- 11 - 



^ J 


9. " Leadline at Da^m. " Melodrama, RKO Release 

Sig Rogell, Producer (Executive) 

Adrian cectt, Associate Producer 
Harold Clurman, Director 
Clifford Odets, Screenplay 
dans dialer. Music 

Susan Hayward, x amber of cast 
Paul Lukas, memoer of cast 
Csa Mas sen, memoir of cast 
Roman Bohnen, xexoer of cast 

10. " Strange Love of Martha I vers. " Drama, Paramount Release 

Lewis Milestone, Director 
Robert Rossen, Screenplay 
Hans Drier, Art Director (Lreier) 
liiklos Bozsa, Music 

Korean Bohnen, member of cast 

11. "Her Kind of Man," Melodrama, Warner Brothers Release 

Gordon Kahn and Leopold Atlas, Screenplay 
Arthur Schaartz, Sony's 
Jean fiencir. Lyrics 

Dane Clarir, member of cast 
Fay i-Eraersoa, member of cast 
George Tobias, member of cast 

12. " The Searching kind, " Drama, Paramount Release 

Mil^iac Ileterie, Director 
Lillian Hellnan, Screenplay 
dans Dreier, Music 

Sylvia Sydney, member of cast 
Dudley Lieges, member of cast 



13 . * 0.3.5. paramount Release 

Irving Pichel, Director 
- Hans lreier, Music 
OiS Technical Consultants: 

Cox ?.ander John M* Shaneen, OSKR 
Lieutenant Raphael Btognon, AU5 


t 
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The Stranger, B Jteloarama, International Product! 

5am Spiegel, Producer 
urton belies, Lirectdr 
Anthony Veilier, Screenplay 
Victor Trivas, Story 




EKO Release 


Edvard G. Robinson, member of cast 
Crson Vfellea, member of cast 
Phillip Leri vales, member of cast 
Konstantin Shayne, member of cast 


11 Two Smart People," Comedy, UGU Release 


Jules Dassin, Director 
George bassman, Music 


Lucille Ball, member of cast 
-John Hodiak, member of Cast 
Vladimir Sokoloff, member of cast 
Clarence Muse, member of cast 

■Till the End of Time. ” Drama, RKO Release 


Lore Senary, Producer 
juiA.-.rd ley l ryx . , Director 
Alien Rivkin, Screenplay 
Riven Busch, Story 

Ruth Nelson, member of cast 
Selena Hoyle, member of cast 

» > A Boy, a Girl and a Deg. " Comedy-Drama, Film Classics Release 
Herbert Kline, Director 

Maurice Clark and Irving Flcecan, Screenplay 
Leopold Atlas, Story 
harbort Kline, Adaptation 

Lionel Stander, member of cast 

n Cloak ana La^er, " Melodrama, earner brothers Release 

Milton Sparling, Producer 
- Frit* Dang, Director 

Albert Ualtz A Bing Lardner, Jr., Screenplay 
Boris Ingster A Jonn Larkin, Original Story 
Max Steiner, Music 

Vladimir Sokoloff, member of cast 


J 




■FfcEuDJK ROAD* >IU!$ 


rr 

of I 


Tills is a new organization incorporated in the St^e of Mev> York ■ 
production of independent pictures in Hollywood. Tee first picture 
to be niado is abated to bo "freedom Hoad." this picture wiljL be adapted trom 
a book of the same name written by Howard fast who has a long record of 
Cojuunist activity* He is an associate editor of "Kew Masses," special writer 
.for the '■Daily Worker* and "Peoples Daily World" and many other Conrcunxst 
publications* 

! v The picture "freedom Hoad" will undoubtedly carr^ the Communist Party 
line* Others composing this group, incorporators of the company, are i 

i 

■ Paul Robeson, actor 

'* Leo Hurwitz 

-ualdo Salt, writer 

> ’ Joe Gould 

; Paul Hobeson is to be the star of the picture. The finances for the 
venture, nave been raised by Mrs. Leo Spitz, wife of Leo Spitz, one of the major 
producers in Hollywood. Mrs. Spitz supports Communist front groups. 

J * 

-\ . 

. "KANIii PROTECTIONS" 


iKCCoruing to confidential informant foregoing is he name 

of a peviyi Ported organization to produce motion pictures in the independent 
field. !Ko\onao uncement of program has been made but the following persons 
with C-cnunyst records compose the organization: 

! \ 

! Garson Kanin 

i Ruth Gordon (bile of Garson Kanin) 

; tvbonald Ogden Stewart - writer 

i Michael Kanin - writer 


A 


Arrangements have been raue to release an> production throujn 
Universal -International Pictures affiliated with the J. Artnur Rank interests 
outside the Uni tea States. 


in 

i 

\ 


hbGRO PlCTUKdd 

David Hanna in the Los Angeles laily He as lor August 22, 194b, stated 
part tnat from Lew fork comes an announcement of the fonts tion of a ne* fir®. 


t 
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Harold Pictures, which is expected to have an important inllience on the 
production and distribution of all Negro pictures* 


Hanna stated in substance that a company headed by Jack Goluberg, an 


old hand in the Negro field, will turn out twelve pictures a year at the rate 
of one per month. The first is to be "Boy! What a Girl!", which will be 
distributed by Arthur Leonard. Some $50,000 will be spent on the fils* ’ 




V. SOVIET ACTIVIST IN HOLLYWOOD 


r 

The chief Soviet activity in Hollywood at the present time 
centers around the representative of Artkino, the Soviet filp concern. 

The Soviet film industry maintains an official representative in Holly- 
wood in the person of ulkh&il Kalatozov* 

ltikhail Kalatozov 

ms »an arrived in Hollywood in August, 1943* According to 
press items his duties were to be comparable to that of an Ambassador in 
diplomatic circles with the additional function of advising on the purchase 
of American files. Aoong his announced alms were to “strengthen the 
artistic and commercial ties between the cinema people of the United 
States and those of the Soviet Union." Kalatozov has been in contact i.lth 
known Communist elements in Hollywood and shortly after his arrival a 
reception for him was sponsored by the National Council of American Soviet 
friendship, a Communist controlled group, Charlie Chaplin, Hollywood 
actor, acted as master of ceremonies at the reception and introduced 
Kalatozov. Kalatozov’s duties are said to operate in conjunction with 
the Soviet Committee, the special representative of which is Leonid A. 
Antonov, whose headquarters are in New fork City. 

Leonid /.* Antonov 

Antonov .is one of the largest film producers in Russia and re- 
portedly was sent to the United States to act as liaison agent to g^t 
Russian pictures released in this country. He is also charged with the 
duty of reading scripts of films pro diced in the United States to see that 
they are favorable to Iiussia, and it is said that whenever any Russian 
film is desired for stock shots, the picture oust necessarily not be enti- 
Comaunlst-. It is said that it is not necessary for the picture to be Com- 
munist to obtain the Russian films, but that the picture raist be at least 
neutral on the subject of Communism. The local representative for Antonov 
in Hollywood is Den Goldstein, with whom all arrangements must be made for 
the purchase or use of Russian filns. Goldstein is American bom and works 
at Technicolor Laboratory in Hollywood. 

Soviet Klims 



Several films depicting Russian activities have been iiade in 
Hollywood through the assistance of Artkino. Among those are: "ftissia," 
which will soon be released through Metro Ooldwyn-Msyer Studios# Jay Leyda 
-Communist Party member, was technical director for th is picture and Btock 
shots takan in Russia are utilized as background and wera purchased frea 



Art kino. V. V. pastoev, Soviet Tice Consul at Los Angeles Ippeared on 
the MGM lot at least three tinea to observe the shooting of|this picture. 

people 14 is being made by 20th Century Fox. The producers 
ar^florle Morros and his business associate San Spiegie, alias S. P. Eagle. 
This film also usob stock shots of Russian backgrounds purchased through 
contact with Artkino. It is based on a play ty the Soviet writer Siminov 
and was adapted to the acreen by Clifford Odets, Communist Party member. 

Boris liorroa 

Morros, who is associated with the film, “The ftissian People," 
is a naturalized Russian who at the present time is a musical director In 
the Hollywood motion picture colony. Morros has been contacted by Vasilli 
Zubilin, reportedly the head of the NKTD for the 'Western Henisphere end 
was given a brief case containing unknown documents by Zubilin. According 
to an unidentified informant, liorros acts as an agent of Zubilin in trans- 
ferring information to Genua espionage agents. Morros is a close contact 
of members of the Soviet Consulate staff In Loa Angeles, California. 

Although Morros has been and still is the subject of vigorous in- 
vestigative attention in connection with the Comrap case, no additional in- 
formation identifying him as an active Soviet agent has been developed as of 
the present time. 

Awards to Persons Prominent in the Motion Picture Industiy 

The Lob Angeles Herald for dune 9, 1944 stated that Charles 
Chaplin and John Ford have been ac coladed in the past by the Soviet Film 
Cpnaittce. It further stated that Louis Milestone will be honored by the 
Soviet Union Film Committee in July, 1944 wh«i four of his pictures will 
be shown at the Cinema Theater Biilding in Moscow. The subjects selected as 
being mo 3 t expressive of Milestone 4 s technique are reported to to: "Tho 
Front Page," "Of Mice and Men, 44 "The Purple Heart," and “North Star. 41 

Selection of American F11Q3 by Kalatozov 

* 

Among the films which have beai purchased by Mikhail Kalatozov, a 
Soviet motion picture representative on the West Coa3t, aid showing in Russia 
as representative of United States f il ms are "The Little Foxes' 4 and "The F£rl 
of Chicago." The first of these pictures depicts a degenerate Southern 
family and the latter is the stoiy of a Chicago gangster in Jbgland. 
Informants have reported that it is particularly unusual that Kalatozov 
should liave selected "The Earl of Chicago" since this picture was never 
particularly successful in the United States and is several years old. It 
, 'Kas been suggested that it may be part of Kalatozov’s plan or propaganda 
technique to obtain such pictures in order to exhibit American life at its 
worst to the Soviet people. . L 
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Ruasian-Aaef lean Club 

In August, 1944, this club reportedly wi created In the Hollywood 
district with the announced purpose of raising woney for the people of the 
Soviet Union through the Raasian-Aaerican Society for Medical Aid to Russia. 

The Russian Tice Consul, T» Pastoev, attended the opening session ae one 
of the principal speakers, Included aaong those active In the affairs of the - 
club are Leonla Kinaky, an associate of the Russian Consul, aid llich^el maiden ^ 
who is also reported to be connected with the Russian Consul. Included aaong 
known Cosmnist Party members active in this club are Frank Tuttlo a:d. his 
wife Tatiana Tuttle, Michael Talden, and Dr, Murray Abowitz. Olivia DcHavilland, 
Louis Milestone and Oeorge M, Day are also active in the organization. 



Kalatozov and his associates reportedly have continued to contact 
known Comniot elements in Hollywood and to have visited nearly all the major 
studios, allegedly to seek desirable films for purchase by the Soviet Govern- 
ment. It is reported that he has presented to the state Departcent a proposal 
whereby the Soviet Union will confer decorations on the following prominent 
personages* Jack Werner, Saa'Ooldwyn, Edward 0. Robinson, Uhl tor Huston, Oscar 
Hoaolka, Victor Franc en, jay Leyda, Mannart Kippert, and Joria I vena. These 
awards reportedly are being made to the listed individuals for their partici- 
pation in the films "Mission to Moscow" and "Horth star." 


It is reported that Kalatosov has had numerous meetings with Gregori 
Khcifets, principal suspect in the CCMRA? investigation, when the latter has been 
in Los Angeles. 



v - 



Exchange of Film with Soviet Representatives 

"*^®Btee*The Hollywood Reporter, a trade paper, on August 2,\?U*, stated 
that plane are being formulated for cultural exchange of motion pictures 
between the United States and the Soviet Union and Britain and the Sovht 
Union. It was reported that the USSR Film Committee has approved certain 
plans and recommended them for acceptance of United States Ambassador 
Harrlman and the British Ambassador at Moscow, the original plan was to 
have one theatre in Moscow to show only American and British films, hut this 
did not materialize as no suitable theatre was available. The present pro- 
posal is that two American and two British films each month be presented for 
closed showings to cinema clubs, actors, composers 7 writers, and scientific 
organizations, and the showing would be for one day only in screening rooms 
accomodating between 300 and 500 persons. The Russians reportedly would 
expect similar arrangements to be made in the United States and Britain 
for the showing of their films. It is reported the State Department and C7tt 
will recomnend acceptance of the plan by the Hollywood Industry. 



"RKO Soyuzintorkino Deal* ' 

The October 9, 19U1;, issue of "News Week" (page 2li), carried the 
following item i 


“In Hollywood's current scramble for the post-war foreign 
film market, RKO has out-sprinted the other studios by signing 
a two year contract with Soyuz lntorki no (soviet Movie Trust). 

Under the deal, EKO will distribute, in the United States and 
elsewhere as agreed upon by the trust, a yearly minimum of five 
Soviet films purchased at $50*000. In return for every Russian 
picture the U. S. studio handles, Soyuzintorkino will purchase 
an RKO movie at the same price for distribution with the U.S.S.R. 

To facilitate these business deals, a new corporation soon Trill 
be sot up with EKO and the Russian film trust, each holding a 
5 0 % interest. The Soviet Union's determination to cut its own 
slice of the world film market is seen in the trust's refusal 
to name RKO as sole global distributor of Russian films . * 

The following reply was received from the Department in May, 19U5* 

"The story concerning a contract between these organizations, 
which appeared in News Week, appears to have been premature. 

Tentative .proposals along the general lines reported in this 
news story were made by RKO, and were sent. In the form of a. 
draft contract, to the Soviet Union for ratification. Mr. Knapp, 
of the Foreign Agents Registration Section, has been informed by Mr. 
Charles Recht, attorney for Soviet organizations in th£s country, and 
by U^. John Whitaker, of RIO, that the Soviet film industry 


u 
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authority** havo not accepted t ha HSCO propoeolo, or mdo to xtc->- 
-HMMtfiln* Both oo c rcce Imply thOt> olttvc^eh tbo Soviet outharitioa 
v ^WWPt^eefinitaly twednotcd initiations, they did not aspect t-Vu 
Vo load to on isrowoni kIous thr lines first dlrcucrcd and Ihrrt-ifUr 
1 oriod>i in tto draft asrcment, * copy of vhlci it coauircd ifl 

•» klvleicn of t'eoardo flit 14?— lyyt r « If on;' further infoiv-otlcn lo 

received by this Sivioloo* it will bo treasaittod to tia Bureau* * 











friend of Kalatozov, tad by William Dieterle, a left wing aotjjKi -picture 
director, at whose party Uregori Kheifets, Soriet Tice Consul %t San Fran- 

also present* Iraky was a frequent contact of Benjimdn Goldstein, 
id^^fffcw* above. It has been reported that Irsky at a function held at the 
Russian Consulate in Los Angeles in September, 1941, broached £he plan of 
obtaining prints of Russian films, such as had Just been presented on the 
program of the Consulate function that evening, for distribution free of 
charge to American schools and colleges. 

Visit of Konstantin Simonov to the United States 

On May 23, 1946, from, a technical surveillance maintained an John 
Howard Lawson, it wae learned that he telephonically conmunicated with Bert 
Bargeman, a Communist employed as a secretary by the Hollywood Writers Mobili- 
sation. During the course of this discussion, Lawson stated that he had written 
most of Konstantin Simonov's speeches that he had delivered in Los Angeles. 

As you will recall, Konstantin Simonov is a noted Russian writer who visited 
Los Angeles in Hey of this year. Bargeman told Lawson that she felt that 
Simonov's possibilities had not been fully exploited and that many of Simonov's 
speeches had "watered down* to a mere 'r drivel of "Russian and the United States 
should be friends." Bargeman felt that this was a "milk toast” attitude and 
that it should be stopped. Alao, that the Communists start fighting Fascism 
which she claimed flourished most successfully in the United States. To this 
Lawson agreed but cautioned that it would be necessary to start off very gradually 
in changing the peoples* beliefs and that he felt the "best bet is by Coasunit— 
lug the writers and producers" In Bollywood and eventually controlling every 
picture and fiction story produced In Hollywood. He also stated that perhaps 
one day every news article in the United States might also be controlled. 

'■m 

The Los Angeles Herald for May 28, 1946, under the heading "Probe 
Russ Ship Parties as Chaplin and Garfield Fated," stated In part that Actor 
John Garfield and wife, Charlie Chaplin and wife, Lewis Milestone, Russian 
boro film director, and Mr. and Mrs. C. Pumantze were entertained aboard a 
Russian ship anchored in the Los Angeles harbor. This article further stated 
State Senator Tenney, chairman of the Un-American Activities Committee, announced 
that he was sending two investigators to get the facts to report to the com- 
mittee at its next meeting. It is reported that the guests were on board this 
ship at the invitation of Simonov. 

The Los Angeles Herald for May 31, 1946, under the heading, "Russ 
Writer Lists Chaplin, Bette Davis as Soviet Friends," stated in part that 
Konstantin Simonov, Russian Journalist, reported from New fork that Bette 
Davis, Charlie Chaplin and Hollywood writers speak, "in deep contempt of the 
slanderous campaign raised by the reactionary press — particularly the Eearst 
press — against the Soviet Union.” Simonov described Miss Davis As an actress 



•whom our film goers know from the ’Little Foies' ”, and said jft wl!r amazed 
to find Chaplin rehearsing fire rolls for s forthcoming pictule. ’Simonov 
-A^^tfatated he visited the "Actors Lab" In- Hollywood where V great in- 
te^^Wfr"the Soviet Union was displayed. At the Writers’ Association 
Simonov said, "the American writers displayed a sincere and profound Interest 
; In Soviet culture." He also stated the friendly attitude of the progressive 
' American intellectual workers is a guarantee for broad cultural relations be- 
tween our two countries. 

The article in ths Los Angeles Herald for Kay 23, 1946, which referred 
to Hr. and Mrs. John Garfield, Hr. and Mre. Charlie Chaplin, Hr, and Hrs. Pumantze 
and Lewie Milestone, Russian born film director, being the guests of Konstantin 
Simonov, Russian journalist, on a Russian ship anchored in the Loa Angeles har- 
bor, also contained information that State Senator Tenney, Chairman of the Un- 
American Activities Coradttee, had sent two investigators to get the facts to 
report to the Committee at its next meeting concerning this gathering. Then 
he stated that be was interested in learning more about Milestone and his Russian 
connections and to question John Garfield. Tenney also stated that he intended 
to summon Chaplin, who is not a citizen, as well as Oarfield end Kile a tone, along 
with a score of others. He also indicated that the Committee would like to know 
Milestone's and Garfield's names at birth. The article stated, "The elaborate 
banquet served to the guests — while millions are starving in Europe — provided 
an ironic touch to the celebration honoring the proletariat." 

It was stated that the Soviet film viewed by the party aboard the 
Russian ship was "The Bear" in which the decadence of the Czaristu was pointed 
out by their predilection for champagne parties. Its climax is a scene in which 
hundreds of bottles of the sparkling wine are smashed. The article stated that 
Alexander P. Grochev, representative of the Soviet Purchasing Cor-, mi salon in the 
United States, arranged the banquet preceding the showing of the picture. 

This article also reflected that John Garfield said, "we felt it was 
an honor to be invited aboard as a guest of Simonov because he is here on invi- 
tation of the State Department and because he is the author of the best seller 
’Lays and Nights. 1 We had been showing him around Hollywood end he felt he 
ought to return the entertainment and buy a drink in the luissian manner." 

m 

Charlie Chaplin, another Hollywood guest at the party, repeatedly 
referred to the United States Customs men as the "American Gestapo." 
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SOVIET ACTIVITY IN HOLLYWOOD 



In connection with the visit of Konstantin Simonov, the Russian 


writer* to this country, there appeared In the June issue of the Screen Writer, 
which is the official publication of the Screen Writers Guild, an edited 
transcript of an informal discussion held under the auspices of the Hollywood 
Writers bobilization between Simonov and members of the Screen Friters Guild. 
This forum was presided over by Screen Writer, Dalton Trumbo and was interpreted 
by Bernard Koten, This discussion was in question and answer form and the 
following were some of the more important questions, with answers, given by 
Simonov. 

’• r 

"Ql I want to know about such things as the Uotion Picture Institute 

in the Soviet Union and similar institutions. 

At The Film Institute works under the Ministry of Cinematography, 

situated in Moscow, and it has the follordng sections: a school 
for directors, one for film actors, script writers, stage 
set designers and a-Bection on the history of the film. 

Students are accepted into the Institute on the same basis 
as other institutes of higher learning, but for entrance into 
the actors’ division, directors’, script writers’ and set 
designers* divisions there are additional tests cf the 
applicants’ creative abilities. The Institute itself gives 
a general education In the humanities. The specialised work 
in the acting, writing and directing fields is conducted 
through small groups and work shops, which are lsd by well- 
known, important people in the field. The course is a "five-year 
one, and on completion the students tale the regular state final 
examinations in addition to special examinations f The set designers. 



V 


' ■. I . 

for instance, in their final year produoe a film. If the eats are 
4 considered good) thsy pass thsir final tsst« thi utsrs tu,* 

*■ final test is playing an important featured role in a film, for 

1 the director this final test consists of either a abort ehich he 

will direot by himself or working under another director as a 
, creative assistant on a full-length film. Tor the aoript writers it 

. ia a full-length feature .script accepted for production. That 
t describee in general the organisational work of the Institute • Tor 

instanoe, a film just finished, a full-length color film based on 
a Ural folk tale, bad in its ease a young girl who played the feature 
role, who was playing this role aa her diploma project for the tare; 
the sets were designed by a young set designer who was also offering 
this as his diploma projeot, 

. . . v: , 

Qi . from a practical point of view, is it so that this writers’ organise- 

J ffjjn yst fly jrtMgnf# mh ftT \ hm t A lig ftd tOT th* ftrv ul n g 

year? (Motet nils organisation is discussed in a previous answer 
by SIM0H07 and was described as a writers' organisation responsible 
for approximately 75$ of tbs scripts written and used by studios in 
Russia.) 

At The Council at the head of the script writers' studio prepars3 the 

yearly plans which are presented to the council attached to the 
Ministry of Cinematography, About half the members of the council 
are attached to the Ministry of Cinematography, In addition, there 
are many other members of this latter council— about twenty-one 
> - members. They are the most important figures in their fields in 

. , the country. Thie counoil approves and widens the script writers' 

plan. In such cases as an argument over whether or not a script which 

♦Via wrM + a *** 1 A+.ttril rt + hi nVa 1 m ernnA on H i u nnf waning sntr n f “thfi 

V»*W ni J. VV 4 U w VHMW V l| a ■ ■» V *v — »«* ■ v-v — ^ 

film studios, or arguments over construction of the script, the 
final decision rests with the council attached to the Ministry of 
Cinematography. That only happens in very serious oases. The main 
work of the council attached to the Ministry, which meets weekly, 
is the discussion of films already produced or being produced. 

About ninety percent of any of the script problems or questions 
are decided upon by the script writers' studio*. •• 

Qt that about tights of the writer in other use of his material? 

Does he sell only the film rights? Can he sell the film again 
as a novel or ahort story? 

(Iotas ' In this connection, there ia presently a strong move under 

— 4*V4«s. 4ka CmmAmm Vw4 f ewe Aril 1 A 4ia 1 4 ammem Mf.Vn?* I Vifln mol 1 

somn playa, and thla boto has basn promoted ti£r Comunlsts trlthln 
the Guild presumably In order that they may then exerciea complete 
control over the script*) He sells only the right for screening. 
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■** right for publishing remains his* But sometimes they make the 

"T condition in the contract that the author does not hav^ the right 

> to lave it printed or published until the film has been- screened or 

issued. That happens very rarely, host of the studios are not much 

concerned whether or not the script is published. 

-• Q* How do writers get paid; by salary or percentage? 

' at The script writer 1 b paid for each film* He does it by contract. 

He [ets from forty to eighty thousand rubles for a film. 

P: I am interested in the compensation of people employed by the studios— 

the actor, director, writer and cameraman} what is the ccnnarati ~e pay? 

At The director gets a monthly salary. There are four categories of 
directors (Simonov then goes on to explain these categories.) 

There are two types of acting personnel. The first is the so-called * 
staff actors who get a regular salary. - They are required to work a 
maximum number of days a year, let us say, perhaps ten shooting days 
a month. For all work beyond that they get overtime, 3ut most of 
the important actors work in the theatre, too, the greatest number, 
and they work on contract,.... 

Q: These technicians, cameramen, etc,} who sets their salaries and what 

can they do about it if they consider their salaries unfair? 

At They get a two-week testing out period. After this period they are 
told they will be hired at such and such a salary. If they agree, 
they stay onj if not, they go to another place. T.ith the set 
designers, the artists, their qualifications and art ability decide 
their salaries and that is decided upon by the various art organirations. 

C* What about trade unions as they exist in America which set working 
conditions and vace scales? 

At The principle is the same. I will explain from the point of view 
as it iB worked out in the theatre. In the theatre there is a 
well defined norm for the actors* salaries. In a given theatre, 
ten actors could be of the highest category, fifteen of the next, 
twenty of the next, forty of the lowest category. And on this 
basis theatres accept actors for any openings. And if all ten places 
^ highest category are filled, for Instance, Bod some Important 

V— actor of the highest category aska to be taken into the group, he . 

will be told, 'We would like to have you, but there is. no opening, only 
«. y one in the next category.* The actor must decide thii himself. If it is 
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> gpeolni ly good theatre | and the actor tmnta to coos to the theatre juat 
"tor/crk there, ha will come despite this. These categories are not 
static j they continually change; an actor can promote himself from 
one to another. In the case of any misunderstanding or quarrel, say, when 
an actor might consider that he should he promoted to a higher category 
hut is not being promoted, he has two ways out. He might apply to the 
trade union for help. The trade union would have to appoint a qualified 
connission to examine the whole question. Into this commission would 
gp representatives of the theatre, representatives of the whole director 
force of the theatres and representatives of the actors* social organiza- 
tions, This decision will be a compulsory one for the theatre because 
if the theatre does not follow the decision made by the trade union, 
the union takes the theatre to court. 


But that is rarely necessary. The actor has another avenue of complaint. s - 
There is a union, a theatrical society which is purely an arts organization 
and not a trade union, s' At its head are the most Important directors and 
actors. If the actor ^hiaks he has been treated unjustly, he can apply , 
to this organisation of theatrical workers, asking them to comment upon 
his treatment. If the organisation decides to defend the actor, its 
authority is so high that usually it will be listened to. 


Qx T;hat is the procedure in the event of dissatisfaction with wages? 

For instance, take the actors in the lowest category; suppose they 
are dissatisfied with the rate. „ Ehat appeal do they have? 

Take the theatre, for instance. At the head are two people — 
the Administrative Director and the Arts Director* In deciding 
ary hotly-contested questions, the last word remains with the Arts 
Director, since in these positions, usually, there are the cost 
important actors, etc., and if there is any argument, cert&inly 
the Administrative Director must accept the decision the Arts 
Director makes. So, if an actor in this lower category considers 
his salary too low, he will apply first of all to the Arts Director 
and if the Arts Director decides that his salary should be increased, 
and if it is possible to increase it, in that theatre, then it is 
raised. However, if they don*t come to an agreement, the actor can 
then apply to the trade union and if the union agrees, the actor 
should get a higher salary, they then take the /rts Id rector to 
court. But those cases are rare because the life of the theatre 
depends on agreement. 

•r?.- w ....... .. • 

V I am still t lying to tackle the problem of a group action. 

'Suppose not one, but all of thq stagehands became dissatisfied. 

^ - What is their approach toward Beaching a higher wage?£ 
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-- case e -where It -would bo generally conceded that a wtrole group 
^^^^f""being underpaid this question would be raised in government 

circles and they would raise the salaries on government decision. 

To take a concrete example* the writers decided their fees for 
work in magazines and books were not high enough. They continued 
discussions on that for two years in the trade unions. The Union 
of Soviet Writers, on ita decision that the salaries were too low, 

7 together with the publishers, appealed to the government for raising 
of their salaries and fees. A commission was established by the 
government with representatives from these fields and the decision was 
to double the fees* You will excuse me if I say something that 
is quite primitive, but I must say it. 

The whole state budget is organized in the Interests of the entire 
population of the country. Therefore, we cannot always give people the 
salaries that their work might deserve, and we cannot always give 
people the salaries which would secure good life for them. This, of course 
is regrettable, but it does not provoke any opposition among the people 
because no one ie putting their money into hlsppockets. At this given 
moment the government ie not able to pay more. It is more important to 
build and restore at present. For this a tremendous amount of money 
Is needed in capital. Therefore, in the interest of the govemnent's 
needs, the people reconcile themselves to the conditions* The question 
of raising salaries is very often put, and if you tore to examine 
Soviet newspapers, you would notice often decrees calling for raising of 
salaries in tens of different categories, but the question is rnZYIR 
'* Categorically put: 'Either you raise my salaiy or I won't work. 1 

Q* Do you get many American films in the Soviet Union? 

A: There are the films that are received to acquaint the small circle 

of people in the arts with American films, and then the films that are 
received to be distributed throughout the ccuntiy. 

0: Tiherois there that separation? 


A: 



The smaller circle of people decides which films ought to be 
bought and distributed. In recent times there were a greater 
number of American films on the screens in the Soviet Union, 
Unfortunately, now we have adopted the system of dubbing in voices. 
I don't like this s ye ten. .1 prefer sub- titles. This dubbing in 
holds .up distribution for a long timei it usually takes six- to 

* * b •' ‘ ' • • - • 

, , ‘ - * A • - - * *- • t 
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ight months to dub in a film because the attitude toward dubbing 
cuite & serious one and great actors are hired to dub in the 
voices. They do a very good Job but take a very long time at it. 

I think that the number of American films on our screens will be 
greatly increased; the whole tendency is to take on core and more 
of them. 


Q* What is the basis for a selection now? 


At The question of the creative worth of a film, the question of 

business relations between ourselves and Hollywood. Often tfcen it 
is felt that there is & great desire for comedies by the Soviet 
audiences, comedies are bought and put on the screen. Itic'i depends 
on our own production. It is important to intelligently establish 
a proportion between the type we are doing and the type we put on 
the screen from other countries. ' , ' : 


C: I am interested in the exchange of people in larger numbers than 

is now taking place and would like to know what hurdles have to 
be overcome# 


A: I am very happy this ratter has come up. I have talked with several 

people already and I think it would be very desirable to have sou 
sort of American- Russian Film Committee established, which would 
concern Itself with these exchanges. I think such a committee 
should consist of people from all the fields— writer’s, 

.. actors, directors, producers— so it could deal with all auestions 

concerned with cultural and administrative problems and the creative 
arts. If such a committee were established I think thrt we would 
then be able to turn from these fruitless discussions cf exchange 
to practical exchanges. re could concern ourselves with the exchanges 
of workers, with trips, with the exchange of information, sending 
over apprentices both here and there. It would make possible the 
organizing of Periodical. film festivals and in addition aid in the 
more intelligent and more rapid exchange of good films between both 
countries. I am going to insist on such a committee when I gei 
back to Ifescow, ■* 


w r araaount Studios, advised an 
A:,ent of Cu^^^^WfWesOffice thaTn^contacwius been made by personnel of 
the Soviet Vice Consulate in Los Angeles with Paramount Studios during the past 
six months. He stated that it was entirely possible that unofficial contacts 
-had beon made but that nothing had passed through his office which would 
indicate any attempt on the part of Soviet diplomatic officials to contact 
this studio, £ 
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This interview, which was conducted on August 13» 1946, also 

information that the Paramount s tudios had re cently discharged several 
writers who had Communist inclinations* indicated that although 

Communists and Russians were an active motion picture industry, 

he did not believe that they would ever have any real influence in the 
industry until they learned how to make pictures properly fcnd stop trying to 
convey a social message. He indicated that he did not think the average 
American theatre-goer was Interested in this sort of picture. 

also advised that he recently returned from a four 
months touj^^T Europe which took him to Finland, Norway, England, Italy and 
occupied Ger/iany* He advised that he visited the Russian sene while in 
Berlin and learned that the Russians were at that time producing twelve 
pictures, using the facilities of a German film organisation and German 
actors. He stated that these films were all Communist propaganda and were 
being prepared for release to Central Europe. He indicated that tnere was 
no doubt in his mind that the Russians were extremely notion picture 
conscious. He recalled one Incident when one American studio had several 
prints in a warehouse in the Russian controlled zone. Efforts to get these 
prints back have been negative, and the Russians have claimed that they were 
destroyed by fire. However, he stated that affidavits are available to the 
effect that the Russians stole the prints ard are using them, in the production 
of their own pictures. 

^^^^^HHHalso stated in this interview that the Johnston 
office was^^^^^^^The Soviet and Communist attdnpcs to infiltrate the 
motion picture industry and is taking measures to combat propaganda of this 
type. 

I'.CJ of this 

Bureau, that officials of the Soviet Uruon had been very inactive and that 
no contact had been made with his studio by the Soviet Vice Consulate in Los 
Angelos since )[aj 15, 1945. 


Studios. 


sad that "DJI August 


Universal International 
ust S t 1946, a party of seven Foissian engineers, 


including an interpreter, visit ed Universal International Studios. The 
interpreter’s name, according vas Alexander Arkator, of 156 North 

Arden Boulevard, Universal City^!o^Tng^.es, California* 

The activities of this group of Russian engineers were folloved by 
thia Bureau in the case entitled "Igov Nikolaevich ifuroviv. These individuals 

r 


W ' 


- 16 - 



f 

\ 


nere in this country with the approval of the State Department to 
inspect m-inicipal facilities such as water plants, gas plants, bridges, 
railway and streetcar installations. Their tour included the major 
cities in this country, during which time thdy gathered information, 
photographs and blueprints. 

They were also interested in production figures and new techniques 
developed. The visit of these individuals to the studios was the result of 
a request received from Ur. Albert Kriz, who is a Los Angeles architect, who 
made the request for the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce. 


of Columbia Pictures International 
Corporatl York city, aavisea tnat Columbia Pictures had no contractual 

relations with the Soviet Government and that this corporation cannot sell 
pictures to the Soviet Government as it (the Soviet Government) will r.ot pay for 
them and that Columbia Pictures has purchased no Russian pictures. 


films, Inc^^^^^ao^^ec^h^^parc!5ounw!a^n^c5r^ractual relations with the 
Soviet Government. He advised that in 1943 Paramount Studios had purchased 
"The City that Stopped Hitler" from the Russians for distribution in the 
United States. This film was a factual war picture concerning the siege of 
Stalingrad with narration by John Rexley. He stated t.nat approximately one 
year ago Paramount Studios through Nicola Napoli, of Artkino Pictures, Incorporated, 
sent prints of the pictures "Hitler Gand" and "The Hostages" to iloscov; for the 
approval of the Soviet Government. He explained that if the Soviet Government 
approved the pictures then a deal would be made for their purchase. However, he 
stated that he has tried unsuccessfully to obtain the return cf said pictures 
from the Russians. He stated that since this time Napoli has indicated an 
interest in the picture "The Searching Lind," which was written by Lillian 
Heilman, reported as a well-known follower of the Communist line, which depicts 
the 3tor.y of diplomacy in Europe leading up to the second hhrld War. However, 
mmm advised Napoli that in view of the fact that any dealings with 
Artkino and the Russians were far from profitable, he consequently refused to 
have any further dealings with him, citing the fruitless attempt to regain the 
prints "Hitler Cang" and "The Hostages" from the Russians, 

an official of the ? ’atro- Go 1 dwyn— Kayer Pictures 
in New his company had no contractual relations with 

--ine Soviet Goverrcent and that further it did not wish to deal with the Soviet 
Government, as the Soviet Go/emment would offer to pay only about $5,000 for 
^^icturo, which is a very low figure, according to dr. Spring. It v.ss iur. 

opinion that the Soviet Government wished to purchase pictures derogatory 
t^th^^;erican way of life. For example, the film, "Johnny iieger, " which sas 
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not permit the sale cf 
such type pictures to the Soviets. Ur. Spring also advised that approximately 
taro years ago, the Soviets attempted to make a deal with his company 
whereby they would purchase pictures from Ifetro-Goldwyn-Uayer for showing 
in Russian theatres if UGU would guarantee certain running time of their 
pictures, in American theatres. However, he advised this deal was not 
consummated. He stated that during World "Kar II, the following pictures were 
sold by I'GU to the Soviet Government! "Edison the Van" and "Song of Russia. " 


a gangs tor picture. He advised that his company would 



sf Twentieth Century Fox Film 

Corporation, His company had ~no contractual relations with the 

Soviet Government and that he could not remember that his company had sold any 
pictures to the Soviet Union within recent years. He advised that ths Soviets 
wanted to purchase the film "Grape3 of Wrath 11 and were even willing to 
pay approximately $150,000 for the picture. However, he stated that this offer 
was turned down as he believed the Russians wished to show this picture for 
propaganda purposes. He also stated that "Grapes of wrath" was not the type of 
picture typical of our American way of life. 


'cf KKO Radio Pictures, Inc., 

advised that his corporation had no contractual relations with the Soviet 
Government. He stated that the Soviets had purchased the picture "North Star" 
and the picture "Eambie, " approximately a year and a half ago, "Bambie" being 
a Walt Disney production and the story of a little deer and other animals, 
"North Star" is an American picture described as being one of several specific 
propaganda films tending to show American sympathy to Russia. He also advised 
that 8 major motion picture companies had arranged to form a motion picture 
export association and assign their rights to sell pictures in certain foreign 
areas to this motion picture export association. This was done for the 
commercial protection of the major companies. Tnese companies are £3 follov.s: 


S O RADIO PICTURES 
VtPJ.'tR SHOT HITS 
PARAMOUNT 

107.0- COLDTiYIf- JiAYXR 
20th CENTURY FOX 
UNIVL! SAL 
UNITED ARTISTS 
COLUMBIA 


He explained that under this arrangement if a picture made by one of 
the major studios was sold to Russia or certain other foreign countries, all the 
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major companies would obtain a percentage of the sale price. It was his opinion, 
as it was the opinion of other motion picture executives, that the Russians 
had been interested in purchasing American pictures not truly depicting our 
American way of life and pictures which would show our American way of life in 
a bad light* He stated this association, which was formed October 4, 1945, 
is known as the Motion Picture Export Association, Inc«, of New York City, 



[of the Motion Picture Export 

Association, Inc., was interviewed and stated that his association was a 
Delaware corporation and had no contractual relations with the Soviet Union. 
He advised that his company distributed pictures of the aforesaid eight 
major companies in the following 13 foreign countries! 


Japan 

Korea 

Holland 

Austria 

Bulgaria 

Czechoslovakia 

Hungary 

Netherlands (East Indies) 

Poland 

Rumania 

USSR 

Yugoslavia 

Germany (probably American Zone) 

He stated that the association was also formed to promote harmony 
in the distribution of these pictures among the various companies. He staeed 
tnat so far American pictures are being distributed in Japan, Korea and 
Germany (American Zone). He stated that his association was sending 
representatives to all thirteeji countries in an attempt to sell American 
pictures. He advised, however, that no dealings with the USSR have been 
consummated up to this time* 
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Ihe Hollywood Reporter for October 28, 194h, under the heading 
■Beds Admit Their Pictures are Tops 1 stated In part as follows: 

■Film critics 'can arrive at one conclusion only, that Soviet 
cinema art ranks first in importance and profoundness,' V. Polporatsky, 
Correspondent for Izvestia, wrote In a atory on 'Tne oam.es Film 
Festival, ' released here last week by the USSR Embassy. Praising 
the French films and the 'great craftsmanship of Disney's files,’ 
the Russian writer held that the impressive record of awards to 
Soviet films was Justified by their 'vitality, faith, in the future 
and the struggle for it. ,B 

The article stated that the American films tend toward standardisation. 
Cne critic remarked that films are stamped in Hollywood Just like automobile 
parts in Detroit. "liany of the films shown demonstrated the moral de- 
gradation of much of the world's cinema art. Die majority of tne non-Soviet 
films wnich were shown in Cannes were devoted to the decadence of the human 
mind. Drug addiction, dipsomania, and mysticism un_er the guise of psychology* 
Such was their essence." "A direct contrast is supplied by the Soviet films. 

Even the other contestants admitted the superiority of tne Soviet films.” 



(February 14, 1947 to April 22, 1947) 



Id connection -with this investigation the Los Angeles Office 
developed information that Dierkes Is presently acting as technical advisor 
for Jay Hi chard Kennedy, an Independent notion picture producer In Hollywood. 
Dierkes was assigned to Kennedy's picture "Assigned to Treasury* and to a 
projected lollov-up picture tentatively titled "Secret Service." 

Investigation of Kennedy reflects that he is a business associate 
of Sidney duchman, an alleged Communist figure in the Los Angeles area and 
a producer at Columbia Studios* Kennedy reportedly cane to Los Angeles 
approximately one and one-naif years ago from lev lork to confer with Sidney 
Buchman about a screen story Aich be subsequently sold to duchoan* tnis 
story mas baaed on material taken by Kennedy from the confidential files 
of the Treasury Department and Is being made into a picture by a Joint pro- 
duction unit of Kennedy and Bushman. Tnis picture is to star Dick Powell 
and is entitled "Assigned to Treasury." 

The Los Angeles Office reports that frem a source closo to buchnan 
it ascertained that Kennedy was a member of the Communist Party, although, 
the Hew lork Office was never able to identify him as a member of the Cultural 
Section. It is reported by the Los Angeles Office that Kennedy's importance 
in Party circles was evidenced by the fact taat his leadership was being 
reviewed at tne same time as was the leadership of John Boaard Lawson, a top 
motion picture alleged Communist figure* 

3he Los Angeles Oifice also reported that tr.ere are various 
references in its files to liaison missions carried ay Kennedy in contacts 
with Carl kinter, former Chairman of the Los Angeles County Coausur.ist farcy 
in the past few years* 

In the latter part of February, 1947, there appeared an article 
in the Los Angeles "Examiner" stating that the Roosevelt family had abandoned 
their former policy of refusing to allow a motion picture to be made on the 
life of the late President and had agreed to a film based on tne life of F.D.R. 
which will be in the charge of writer producer Jay Ii.chard Kennedy* Tne 
news item pointed out that James Roosevelt »as to be technical advisor on 
the film and would assist Kennedy in selecting the material and snaring 
iif the financial interests of the picture. James Roosevelt added in this 
1 article that Kennedy would soon meet with Mrs* Eleanor Roosevelt and stated 
that he had obtained her permission for Kennedy to arite and produce the film. 

c 
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A further article appeared in the Los Angelas papers carrying a 
data lin8 cf February 27, 1947, at h'ew fork, in which firs. £l^noF“ Loose volt 
stated that while her Bind was not changed on the subject of ActiSres of 
tba^^te Fiesideat, her son J&rees took the position that sine? there was 
no T^®l&*'stop such pictures, it was better for the family to cooperate 
and thus obtain as accurate a presentation as possible. 

On torch 19, 1947, the Los Angeles Office reported that the status 
of Di crtces with this projected picture was not clear as of that dace. Tney 
further reported that Lierkes was on a status of leave without pay with 
the Treasury Dejjartnent until Harch 24, 1947* ana that he had piven no 
indication as yet as to what his future plans would be* the Los Angeles 
Office further reported in this connection that Dicrkes has had an offer to 
return to the Treasury lep&rtaent for active assignment, that his position 
wiu* Jay Li chaid Kennedy could be attended at his option ana, further, chat 
he recaivcc an cfi.tir of liaison Agent ir Hollywood for the Jay Arthur dank, 
Kocion Picture Interests of Great drirain. 


V» COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF RKO STUDIOS 


INTRODUCTION 

Under tho following designated sections there is incorporated 
herein the latest information available concerning the above entitled natter: 

I. HKO Executive Organisation 

' •?;•...• : . *•’ - ’ and Staff, . . v . -• 

: , II. HKO Producers : * . 

Ill . HKO Directors 

IV. RKO Writers 

V. RKO Actors and Actresses 

VI. RKO Feature Pictures Con- 
taining Communist Propaganda. 

VII. HKO Contracts -with Soyutintor&kino 
* (Soviet Movie Trust) for Sales of 

*• ' Film. 

As will be noted, such of this memorandum is devoted to digests of 
information concerning the leanings of persons affiliated rith RKO. Those 
descriptions are incorporated according to the categories in which they are 
employed at RKO Studios. 

At the outset it may be stated that RKO ranks sixth in size and 
importance in the motion picture studio group in Hollywood. Since January 1, 
191*2, RKO has produced or released approximately ninety full length pictures, 
apd in addition has produced and released many shcrt subjects. . ; 

1. RKO Executive Organization 
and Staff. 

RKO Radio Fictures has an executive office in lier, York City, ■ •".lich 
is responsible for the financing and nanagcaent of the national and inter- 
national aspects of the business. The studios are located in Hollywood, where 
the active production of the pictures takes place, and in addition, there is 
a motion picture exchange also located in Los Angeles whore- all pictures pro- 
duced are marketed. This summary deals only with the production end of the 
business. 
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Charles W. Koerner . According to 

& reliable paid informant, Koerner, Executiv? vice rresiaent in c^.ar J3 - 
production for RKO, must be aware of the Co mmun ist situation in this studio. 
The lnfonaant has advised that Koerner is a member of the Motion Picture 
Producers Association which has discussed t he Comm unist situation in the 
notion picture industry on many occasions. ailed that Congressman ' 

Martin Dies discussed this situati on with th^Kxecutive Board of the 
Association sone time ago. |H|^^has advised he does not believe that Koerner 
is sympathetic with the Commun ist movement, although he cannot be moved to 
take action against it. pointed out that tha chief interest of 

Koerner, is head of produ^Sn at RKO, is to release notion pictures with 
box office appeal in order that RKO may be financially successful, ana that 
he Is not interested in fighting Communism. .. 


C> Bakaletnlkoff . - This person is Ifusical Director for RKO, and ' 
according To^MjMJHiEe'TKformant, Bakaleinikoff is Russian tern and is 
affiliated Russian-Anerican Club in Los Angeles, which was re- 

portedly organized by Michael and Clara Walden, who are nembers of the Korth- 

« ection of the Los Angeles County Communist Political Association. 

has described Bakaleinikoff as a "careful sympathizer," one who is 
rticularly active in political affairs, but who has provided music for 
meetings sponsored by such organisations as the Los Angeles Council of 
American -Soviet Friendship and the Russian-Aoerican Club, both Communist 
groups. 


James Crow is the as sistant to William Dozier, Geriersl Production 
Aide to Koerner. According to Cron was formerly President of the 
Los Angeles Newspaper Guild. advised that prior to the "’’ollyvood 

Citizen-hows” strike in 1933, Cro?< cooperated with the Communist fraction 
in the American Newspape^Gj^ld, although during this strike Crow was critical 
of the Party program. states, however, that Crow still socializes 

with Communists, and tna^wnile Crow will follow the Communist program in 
t.touot, some of its aspact3 he will not follow the Communist line completely. 

**. E. A. 
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WljUdam Dozier is the General Production JLide to ^aiTes Koerner. 
advised that Dozier was formerly the head of the Story Department 
ar amount Studio* - In this capacity, he h^edeuch known (fcmsuniBts as 

t Bernard Gordon and Don Gordon. f|^^^states that there has been 
an affair between Meta Reis and Dosier of many years standing. Meta Reis, 
by way of identification, is a member of Club A-3 of the Northwest Section 
of the Los Angeles County Communist Political Association. The stage 2 nd 
screen magasine "Variety* of July 21, 19Uli, advises that Dozier had been 
made. Aide to Koemer and that Dosier would act as General Production Super- 
visor for Koemer, supervising all story purchases as well as being in charge 

nf WH fftrt a tv! WtH t JS t* H • oi*ivnAnfn < r* f a n r]iwiV>a» a # 1 


Important pictures.: According toe^HV Dozier, though not known as a 
Communist Political Association meffier/has been active in Communist affairs 
during the past year and one-half. The informant has also advised thr.t 
Bosier was active in the 19li3 Writers* Congress sponsored by the Communist 
controlled Hollywood writers Mobilisation. At this Congress he was a menbar 
of the Advisory Committee, as well as a member of the Feature Film Panel, 
which was chaired by Richard Collins,’ known member of the Communist Party, 

The informant has further reported that Dozier, while at Paramount Studios, ' 
elevated Adrian Scott, known Communist, from the rank of writer to the rank . 
of Associate Producer. When Doziei^^ft Paramount and came to RKO Scott ' '■ 

followed him and is now with BIO. AHVhas pointed out that in his 
capacity as Aide to Koemer, Dozie^i^w*e highest executive in the Holly- 
wood RKO Studios, next to Koemer, and that in his capacity as a supervisor 
of the Writing and Story Departments > Dosier is i n n pCSitiCU to Cli 

all Communist propaganda which might be injected into any film made by RKO, 
subject to revision only by Charles Koemer. -- 


ii. tULV rroaucers 


w* 


Prior to setting forth the various people in this category vith 
Communist affiliations at a varying degree, the following observations are 
made concerning the general capacity of a producer a s basta upon information 
of general knowledge and that supplied 


The producer in a studio is the official responsible for and in 


aVi M*t rV* WA'f 11 nl AW w/ A w4 A lllWA . 
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the heads of proauctlon companies or units which are almost independent of 
studio management, although the completed picture might bear the label of the 
releasing it. This is true with' respect to RXO. 
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Producers are principally interested in conpletin 
£ and night neither be aware nor interested in any dis 
ejected into a given picture by the .writers or di 
as the picture as a whole has box office appeal* 




picture for 
Communist 
so long 


The producer is the final arbiter of what the picture is to contain 
n it ie completed. Therefore he is in a position to cut out all Coii’auniat 
propaganda when he recognises it or when he cares to take this action* 
Similarly, if a producer desires to inject Communist propaganda into a 
picture, he being in charge' can do so; then the only person who can override 
the producer is the executive heed is charge of production. 


As of November 1, 19hh, RSO had fifteen producers, fourteen 
associate producers and or.o short subject producer. Following are listed 
those Ei.C producers who have Comr.unist affiliations or connections indicated: 


Niven Busch has been described by^^^^pr.s one who appears to be 
- sympathetic^*! th the Communist movement and on^wno is supported by Communists 
because of his writings* The informant knows of no organization of & 
Communist character to which Busch has belonged, nor does ha recall eny 
specific pictures for which Communists have expressed their likes. FTe de- 
scribed Busch as a "liberal* 1 writer. 


Harold Edgar Cluman is said to be a native-born citizen. He is 
a director-proaucer and writer forRK^Studios* His father anc jeothar are 
said to have been born in Russia. states that Clurman claims to have 

' ' directed twenty-five Broadway suc<^^res7 including “lien in Tfr.ite" , “Awake 
and Sing 0 , "Gentle People", "Golden Boy", and "Deadline at Darn," 


a. uociac 



[further advised that Cluraan is a personal friend ana 
^dnehot Tone, John Garfield and Clifford Cocos, all of 
whoa are said to be connected in the Communist movement. His 
A-ler, an actress. While there is no definite record avail* 

Clurman is a menber of the Coanunist Political Association 
advised that Clurman has been active in the following CommunT 
or dominated groups: 
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Group Theater - a leaner 
Director of Marxist plays 
International Onion of Revolutionary 
Writers 

Member of New Theater League 
Joint Anti-Fascist. Befugee Committee - 
active worker^ 
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has further Informed that Cluraan made oeve 
one time referred to the United States as t 



trips tc 
1° middle class 


* T 'Russia, Shd at 

h 0 directed "Waiting for Lefty* and "Paradise* Lost", both of 
I whic^wre written by Clifford Odets. He signed "the Letteifof 150", 
a justifying the Moscow purges in 1937* He protested against thajpelease 

1 cf "Tennessee Johnson" picture. He is also a lecturer at the Hollywood 
^^J^Ltors School run by the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation. 


Don Hartman is an associate Producer, and according to^J^H ha 
was a member of the League of American Writers, and is presently act^t in 
the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, the successor to the League, botj^f 
which are Communist controlled. This informant has advised thatflflHVnas 
also been active in the Hollywood Democratic Committee which is 
Communist contrcllod group. 


David Hempstead. According Hempstead is a former screen 

director who has foil ewe 3 the line of the oomnunist fraction in the Screen • '<• 
Directors* Guild. describes Hempstead as a sympathizer with the 

Communist movement TKWcvises,' however, that he has no evidence of actual 
membership on the part of Hempstead in the Communist Political Association. 
The informant could not advise of any organization under Communist control 
in which Hempstead has been active. 


Nunnally Johnson . According to^^^^H Johnson was active ir. the 
Contemporary Theater during the years 1936 aS^J^37> which the informant 
has stated was organised and controlled by the Communist Party. He believes 
also that Johnson was activ^ir^he New Theater League also under the 
domination of Comminists. termed Johnson as one who, by his activities, 

has shown sympathy for the^^Sunist movement, but described Jolmson ?.o 
having a ’’spotty" record, i.e., active only occasionally. 


| 

'X 

t r' 


William Cameron Vienzies. advisee that i'onzies was a 

former instructor at the League of Berdan liters' School for Writers in 
Hollywood, and is presently teaching at the People’s Educational Center, 
Hollywood Extension, which is the successor to the School sponsored by the 
League of American Writers. Both groups have beer described as beln^; under 
roi*cn Communist control. The informant does not know wncther. Menzies has teen 
e. x. member of the Communist Political Association. 

Clews 

Caffey 

Uavin 

Ladd 
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Dudley Nichols is said. by^^^^fca_liaye bean born fin tmo and 
educated at Oxford University, reportedlthat Nichols 

t to Hollywood in 1933, and soon becac^^^Seober of the John Reed Club, 
writers club, and that in 193k h« was associated VtA John Howard 


the Hollywood 


^ Lawson, John Ifexley, Robert Tasker and others, in organizing 
4 Votion Picture Writers Union, which is now known as the Screen'Ictor.s Guild, 
X In 1936 the Communist gained complete control of this Guild. In addition, 
^ Wt c hola was very active in the following alleged Communist and Communist 
, . front organizational ; 


• •! * \ ' V 

' Screen TTiters Guild 
League of American Writers 
Hollywood Writers School - teacher 
American Peace Mobilization 
Hcrth American Aviation, Inc. Wildcat 
Strike - June 19U1 - supporter. 

A chief speaker at. Writers’ Congress 
at UCLA, October, I9k3* 

Active in American League for Peace 
and Democracy, 1938-1939. 

Sponsor of and active in Hollywood 
Anti -Nazi League. (Elected member 
of this group after culnination of 
"Stalin-Hitler Pact"). 

Supporter of "The Tanks are Not 
Coming" program,. 

Contemporary Theater. 

New Theater League 

International Union of Revolutionary 
Theaters - Moscow, 1932. 

Signed protests against investigation 
of Moscow trials requested by John 
Dewey in 1937.. 

Supported Loyalist cause in Spain in 
1937. 

Member of reception committee for Andre 
Malraux - French Communist at time of 


niior 
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visit in Hollywood, August 16, 1937. 
Member of Sleepy Lagoon Defense Committee 
Sponsor of Los Angeles Council of American 
Soviet Friendship. 

Member of Citizens Conniittee for Harry 
Bridges. 

Member of Screen Writers Guild 
Member of Hollywood Writers’ Mi 
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Adrian Scott was fornsrly a writer at Paramount S^idioa and was 

to the rack of producer at Paramount by Gi ll ia n Doctor, described 

heroinbt fore. Scott waa subsequently cade producer at HKol According to 
available records pertaining to tho Dealership list of the worekwes;, Section 
of the loa Angolas County Coctraunlet Party of 1944, fcott was a oeaber of 
>£lub A-l. These sa=e records reflect Scott is presently a ueaber of Club 
1-1, Northwest Section of the loa Angeles County Cooamniat Political 
Association holding 1944 Consuniet Political Association Book Kuaber 46332. 
Pearl Kawc, the secretary of Scott, 'according to the same records, hue 


acted as group neribership director, as well ae labor chaimtn in two clubs 
of the torthroat Section of the Cocaunist Party, Los Angeles. 


Orson tTellea waa tom n the State of hi scons in . r. 2vl5. h- 'Vis 
boci a cl roc tor, actor and writer, and waa foraarly employed by Ftf.O a. &. 
director. Positive proof of his affilia^^^lth the CcwjSLirtist Political 
Association Is not available. However d^^^^whes reported holies bus been 
affiliated over a period of tlwe with 'organisations, either 

.Cotnuniat controlled or Influenced t 

Sew Theater Alli&nco 
League of American Yriters 
Attended 4th "’rltors’ Congress - 
University of California, Los 
Angeles, October 1-4, 1943. 

U&rber of Bridges Defense Coroittoc 
Weaker of Aiaerican Peace Vobili cation 
. Kenbcr of Theater Arte Cons it tee “Tur** 

Sponsor of Rescue Ship Mission to Spain 
lleober of and active In Joint Anti- 
Fascist Refugee Comlttet. 

Sponsor of Los Angeles found! of 
African ."ovlit r'rit:ids. ; :ip, 

•‘ericr of Hollywood IHj.iccr.itIc CoTf:-iittco. 


II J. RKO Directors 



Prior to listing the various directors, the following observe t Ions 
as bused upon information of general kno^l<H.;;e and that jupylicd by 


The director of a notion plotur® is in charge of the actual ruking 
and f Using of tho pi q tare. 3a Is In tarn directly responsible to tht producer 
Ee hae complete chaise of tho set, tho actors, caceraocn And other mployres cn 
the lot. Ho is In a position to irjt-ct Conarunlst lines ift.a_sction picture, 
subjoct only to revioion by the producer. 
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la o: Koveaber 1, 1944, there war* eighteen directors Bn ths p&y- 
at ARC studios. . Following la a list along with descriptive data of 
have Corsaunlct affiliations! . j 


■ \ ^ 


Herbert Jooejh Hlbomaa is presently crploysJ by RKO as a director 
writcrl According to jaaabership recorde available of the Sortbaest 
Section, Los Angeles County, Coeaxiniat Miticnl Association, Siberian is 
presently attached to Club A-3. He. was formerly organizer of Branch - B, 
Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County Corami at Party In 19*3. He war 
the forewr West Coast director o^hs American Paacc Mobilisation, renowned 
Corsuniaf front. According to Riberctn at ono time was the loader 

o' Communist activity in the notio^picture industry, but cineo June, 1141, 
when the Conrsunist lint changed to advocating all-cut aid for the tar effort 
ho has been superseded by John Hov^rd Lawson, novie writer. He has i.V ays 
boon active in such groups as Acer loan Council on Soviet Halations, league 
of American Writers, Hollywood Writers Mobilisation and Hollywood feaocratie 
Coanltteu. . , .r 


- 1 « * c . 


Frank Portage . Accorting triage is aildly ayepatnatic 

to the Coxwunist causa but^HBdoes njtTnor any r.onunist organisations 
to which Dorsage has bclon^^^^iLo infemmt described Eorznpo co tne ,l rho 
goes alci^ M with tho Co^nurdat fraction in the Screen fircetcrr Les/us. 



Danny Parc is a director of the dance and directs in all studios 
In Hollywood, accord ing to information available. J^HB states that fare 
was a member of the Kew Theater League and the Hol^^^S Theater Alliance, 
and that he has be on a teacher in the Actors Lcb, described ns a Cor-r.unist 
controlled group to train actors and actresses. His last directing *cb, 
according to records available, was in "Meat the Pucplu", proved ly : 7.1 . 


Tdyard lYaytryk . According to available rjcordJ of tnc Ko--ijivu.it 
f action reaberhhip of tho Los 'Angelas County Cc.araunist Party, Drytryfc in 
Jur.c 1944, was a member of Club A-3 ('fritera). He *5 an instructor at the 
Peoples* Educational Center, a Cosmunlat group. According be inforaccion 
received, Dnytrvk admitted to brr. Lela Rogers, ?’■") associate product.-, that 
ho ie a C-juunist. 




y 


Howard Eotabrook 
according to 



cot a known Consunist meabe: 
he la a ncsber of the League 



p book holder. 
Ajteric-a.n T/ritcrs, 


In 1 
the 
to I 

WW*. 


1st front and wsh a teacher at the Lcaguo of /.nericim ^Writers School 
in Holljwood. Ho is presently an instructor of notion picirc direction at 
the Poojile'a Educational Center, Hollywood Extension, which" iwthe successor 
to the school sponsored by the League of American T.riter*i. Fstahrcck has 
n affiliated with the Hollywood Writers ‘ Hobilimtion, teesmist successor 
group tc- the Leeguo of /.nor lean Writers. Ho has recently been n&K^^&cretary 
of the Connell of Hollywood Guilds and Onions which, according was 

set up i t the instigat on of Coaamlata to conbat the notion PI Lance 
for the Preservation of American Ideals, and anti-Cocnunist organization. 
Lstabrot V is a moabor of the Executive Council of the iioUyrood fenooratic 
Cocaittce in which organisation ho has been active. This orgonisat'.on is 
indicated to be a Conramist controlled group. He is also a California 
sponsor of American fouth for Le;cocracy, successor to the Fcur.f Govur-ist 
League. , 


Fritz Lang . According to Umg is a German refugee who cane 

to the United iitatos In 193b. He producud "Fury* and became* a hero of the 
forr.or Co aenn iat Theater League as a result of this production. He has 
been currently active in the Free Germany Movement. 


Levis Milos tone . according 'ju bum in fascia and clcius 

that he was naturalized in ?krw fork City. tn« informant states that tiler, tone 
came to Hollywood in 1919 and that in 1936 be was active in the foracr 
Coaaunist groups^the Hew Theater Le-gaa and Contemporary Theator. Milestone, 
'according toVHHB served on the Caufiittoc to Honor Andre Valraux, French 
Cotanuniat to Hollywood in 1937 to collect funds for the Loyrli3t 

cause in Spain. He signed protests against the investigation of the 1‘oroctr 
trials requested by Professor John Dc*oy in 1937. 3c ia cr. active 
of the •torr.urlst Holly ood .Oenocratic Co:uuittee and ho sponsored th. re- 
ception for . ikiva.il Kalatozov, Russian file, director ct too * f o ec-.bo <h ft, 
Hollywood, on ..UipiSt 12, 1943. 


Leon i Jo iiuiruy . According - s L tosaier. refugee t>Ho 

mixes socially With Hollywood Coesuniats. The Inforcunv knows or‘ no Cousur.ist 
organization to which Hcguy belongs, although he has stated that the forr.unists 
like b'oguy. 


Clifford Gists , according io a native-bom citiren. “t 

has been a writer and is now characterlso^as a director and a producer. He 
recently produced "Hone But the Lonely Heart" for B.FO (daccribed hereinafter). 
The plays 'Thiting for Lofty*, and “ ’Till tbo Lay I Lis" are attributed to 

v • .. 
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itho rshlp. having been written during the years 1934 1935. According 

^'fcheso two pi ays are considered Conaunist propaganda since they 
jl^WRTd the role of tho Cosnunlst Party in underground wc^k and in trade 
union wo rk. ' — ■»- 


advised that Odets has been aci.ve in the folio* .ng 
Coaaunl^^^^nts and orguniaations and groups having Cojsiunise influence: 

. ' ” Vecber of the Ifaw Theater Leaijue - (Keabor of 

Kational Advisory Council of League in 1935 which 
was then affiliated with the international Ini on 
of Revolutionary Theaters with headquarter: at 
Moscow. 


Teacher in the Kcw Theater Zchool in Iie» 

Umber of the Theater Arts Coonitteo (TaC) - 
(Also tteabor of Rational Advisory Council for 
organiaation). 


One of the origiral organisers ot th«* Learj» , 
Arcerican Tritars. 


Chairumn of tho r.clejotior of Young fo.nrun'.atr, 
who reportedly rant to tuba in 1936 to protest 
arrost of workers. (He is caid to havo been 
arrested in Cube with other noabers of the group - 
wrote booklet "Rifle Rule in Cuba" in conjunction 
with Carl Stone Beals, which work has been de- 
scribed as pure Corruniat propaganda). 

'•por.sor 01 benefit in 1939 for Ar-i'.-M'.ii "rl’.r r=j 
and the /.fcniliur. Lincoln Irr.jadt. 

In attendance, at Fourth "Titers Congress, To. fork 
City, June, 1941. ( -hon elected ntiber of hatiordil 

Executive board of tho League). 

On reception comitteo honoring ’Jilho.il Kalatonov, 
.Russian filn director - (At foca.rhj Cafe, /uguct 
21, 1943). 

. John G. iloneyconte, a fon;-r dcrcur.ist Party nenber, 
has stated that he was in atte nd a nc e at Connor, is tr 
Irfcrty westings with Clifford Odets. . 













eighty-/ iwe'serwih writers in the ^ tab 'iBritarp* duba ©1 
of the Cosionist Political Association. ' According Urn 
recognised the jbulo value of the writer in tbs produ™ 


Section’; 
Prorgsaaista lavi/' 
" thwl plctnesi^ 


A» of Bmober 1/1944, theiwvera fifty- three'' vr 
%ixte*n ofwbge/ ^ ooatrwet wrlWw,, .theraaelnder being" hired only f 
indivlduaT jdctw^. T*bllqwing Its ya list of* those writers wbp have Coseimia*-. 

fscbrd* 4 "Xv <<&, ^ 


' " 7.00 Aklno In 1942 acted is in official of the Ptaadena 3ook Ptaefc 

for Alii cJ frelief ahich group, acoordin^ to information developed in. the ^ 
Investigation of Coneunict activities, voa organized by knows foaramists. 


**• ' - '!?.•& 


£>♦'* 

* \ v x ^ 

V \* 
»,/ x , 


‘-;£. *» Senjaala frank Barman was born October 12, 1910 at Toronto, Canada 
and adsltted to cltisansiiip in thiw; country,' Bayabbef' 13, 1942, at lot X’X£ •* 
Angeles., California. '-He baa bfeq a. free lance writer and, as of Jtae 1944 , : 
be was employed at HKD Studios. According to aval labia taeabersblp lists of > 
the posupniat Party to Los Angelas, &srfBaahas bees a aa&ber .of .Croup 1^2, - 
Branch A, (^rltera’ Bmmh), Jfarthmst Section, Loq Aogelee County Oor-csiniat 
Party. His: wife. Bo ran. Barmen, la a. writer who ha- been erpioyed.a V the 
Ice Angeles Exaainer, and who has been a reaber of Branch ?> X -A, 

faction, Los Angelas County Ccoamlet Fbrty. ; " .'X v~ 


—Ser-v 


•& w -e vt ;v *t. 




: Jflck UJaua who is tba novelist, >wea bore, accord vag. t4mi0 in 
. Austrian stated aba, baa signed many petitions sponsor ed-by ^ 

Comainla^onCRlled organisations, and baa been a follower of tba CoraiaiistX 
progra* oontt really. The informant bias no evidence that aha is as actual ' 
ssnftar ^ f the fblltlw 1 

1 V ^;r ->e4' • 5 ?^t >^3K^K: '> 

\ _ , ^ * • V>;i. . -■*; **X- \ s 4“. . v *•-■•:•« '-*«*• --A. ’ -A* ~ 






Bari art Albersas. (Elbcman was dMcribed prsviclflytztidsr 


oiroctOTs^yrr 


c^ly-iu 


4 * 

Us 


A Hon Borati . According to Corattmiet Party naxberShip- list a 
available Berets wusrooantly a camber of Cltxb A-l, Northwest Section, Lea 
-«loa County Cooaaniat Party, holding Cossuniat Party Book Stabcr 
1*3621, There ia no record of hie currant activity in the Comunist Political 

Association. 


Harold pnnhwnn. According to available Cocaaniat neobora hip 
llsta cf tHe ticrt barest Section, Los Angeles Section, Coerajniat Political 
Association^ Euchnan la literature director of Club A**l, Korthwcst Sooticn, 
bolding 19al* Ccanuniat Political Association Book Buaber U6? J2. Buch^an 
baa been active in the Hollywood Writers 1 Mobilisation and in the Holly- 
wood Denocratio Ccoslttee. So was a amber of the Executive Board of 
the Vest Coast American Pesos Mobilisation during its existence. 


Val Burtcn. According to available nssbersblp lists of the Los 
Angeles CcSamTst Political Association, Purton ia a wenber of Clu= A-3, 
Northwest Sooticn, holding 19bh CetKunist Political Association n.ecbor3hip 
card nmbar U6803. Be ia active in the Hollywood Democratic Ccaaittea and 
the Hollywood writers' Mobilisation. 


Edward Chodorov . According to available neoberahip lists of 
the CCMBa»35t*Tarty7'"fi°^bwoat Section, Los Angeles, Chodorov was a 
neater of Branch y., (oentposed of people cut of the city), and was 
eobeduled to be transferred to the Rev York Cultural Section of the 
Caamcnl at Party on April 28, l^olt. 

that Chodorov was a senior cf th< Icarus 
of Aneric?*^T^ors.^^^^Blcrther infer nod that Chodorov signed the 
cell to the fourth Con^W^cf American liritora in 19hl. 








J 


J 



Jay Dratlar, aooordlng tc^|flB was cnc cf the emtocs of 

eranml pnbliakad fay the HoUjwO^Hsri tOTS ' Mcbiliaatl^l 111 The 

this publication followed the Conaemist Party line. According to 
[Dratler has teen active In the Hollywood Writer a’ MoHLliaatian, the 
oiiywcod Democrat! o Comittee, and the Screen TSritors* Guilu, -all cf ehich 
are controlled by C casual sts. 


Howard gatabrock. (Described previously under Section "RSC Directors” ) • 


John Pants, aooordlng 


Is ea Italian by birth and Is believed 


to be a natural! a od oltiasn. He was a mar-bar of tha League of American 'Writers 
and la close to Craca felloe, collaborating with bin in scenario writing. 


Anne Froelich . Aooordlng to available nsebership lists of the lectio 
vest Section, Ccer.nnist Party, Loe Angeles, she saa a toedber of Club A-3, 
having 1 ?Uj CoaDunlat Party — 1 b erahlp bock /t*8673. Her 19i*U Cosssunist 
Political Aaaooiatico iwhershlp book la not available, although she vas re- 
cently observed In attendance at a Coma&nlst Political Association easting 
(Club A-3) by Bureau Agents. 



Oliver H. P. Garrett . According "arrett ic a ferner novelist. 

t ins advised that Garrett is a member of tho League of An ex! can Viriters, 
Llywood Writers ' Mobilisation, and has been active in the Hollywood Council 
of Guilds and Unices which was formed to coobat the Motion Picture Alliance 
for tbs Pre servation of American Ideals, a group organised to ccebat Cc a r -un lsa. 
Abooarding a reliable paid informant 

until Garrett waa one of the 

principal speakers at a meeting on June 23, 19hU, of the Council of Hollywood 
Guilds nd Unions, at whioh tine Oarratt gave what t'iO informant described as 
the aost settled Connunlst epoech of tha evening before nine laandrod ptcplo. 


Sheridan Pitney- . Ad carding to IB Cibnoy was fcnserly President 
of the Corosn iritors 1 Guild and is ourrontlj^ctiva In the Hollywood 'riters 1 
Sicbllicatian. ITe participated In the 19li3 Writgro^Ccogrea* sponsored by the 
Hollywood tTritors 1 Mobilization. According in 1?U3 Glbney hold a 

reception at hie hcoe for Paul Pobesoq and Max icrpn, both Slegroes, at which 
♦ the Ccocunist element in Hollywood was wall reproeontad. Tcrgon and Robeson 
are well known for their Ceramist affiliations. 



Pra ncos Goodrich . According to , 
progran. Ker h usb an d 1 * Alb' 



_ she lo var y i gy ^athetlc with 
acatt, described hereinafter. 


c? the Los 


'shcrahdp 


* I 

Morten Grant . According to nsebership records avaxla. 

Armeies County Ccewunist Party, Grant hold l$h!k Cocsr:nis^^j^_^_ 

#505ii2 and was a aeaber of Club A-3. According to® a aeib&r 
of tbs League of Asarioan Briters and participated in tn^yJ^^ritars J Congress 
sponsored by the Bollywood Writers 1 Mobilisation, in which group be is also 
- v active. Bis boas has' been a nesting plaos for Ocerwnista. 


■ 

j Arge] 

S- VtfeOlf 


Albert Rackett . According to Kackett has long been active 

in the Cfvrain j >it Mwrmnt in Hollywood as^vaT a coder of the Leccu*3 of 
Accricar. Writers. He was elected to tho Executive Beard of the 5cro" T'riters’ 
Ouild In October, lyUii. The inforaant has advised that Ruckctt was rov;r a 
leader In any other ■ovecents, nor doea he have any proof that Rackett is 
actually a aawber of the Criailst political -Association. 

■ ' ■/ ?’ ‘ ; . . ’ ' - 

Den Hartran. (Previoaely described under Section *?JCO Producers*). 


Lillian Kellaan . (Mrs. Arthur Kofcer). This person has ^Lcn^ 
record as a sympathiser with the Conm grist movement. Accor din,; to she has 

been officially connected with the national Headquarters of tho CcecS^ Fnrty, 
Hew fork City. She Is the author of ■Batch cc the Rhine 0 and she wrote north 
Star*. Both have been node into pictures which are considered to have a strong 
propaganda occtcnt. The reoerds cf the Bureau reflect her to hava connections 
with isnunsroble known and reported Ccasaunlsts, as well as Cooaanist front 
groups. - 

?!unnally Johnson, (Previously described under Daclicn J Pr~' rr oduoprs n ). 


AvenKcndel,^^(^i.-o.s described Handel as a R nild” Ccrnurriat 
i.-vrspa’. .hiserl The inforsant has stated tliat Kandel rationalises a great deei 
and dees not follow the Cc asaaniet line cocpletloy. 



Herbert Kline. According to Los Angeles County CcMsaniat Party 
records ende available in 19h3» Hlina was a nenber cf tho Hovspopcr knit cf 
the Los Angeles County Cocnunist Party in 1533* Cn July 16, lyhh, his err was 
•observed at a "People's World" benefit party at the hooe of E. Y._Hsrbvrg, 

151 North Bentley Avenue, West Los Angelas. The ■People's acrid" is the 


/ 


J 



lut coast Ccoounlot am organ. According 
trader In the League of American Writers 
teaches at the People*# Educational 

SQuooL. 



[-.'linefcas-been an 
for Erifori, and 
Center, successor to this 



Harry Kurnlts. According t 


sm 


Kurnlts has teen a nenter 

of the League ofAtr.erloan Writ ora and fojflSi 1 ly ’ taught at Its Writers 
School in Bollywood. This informant advised Euraits was active in the 
American Peace Mobilisation end is now active in the Bollywood Writers* 
Mobilisation, as well as the People's Educational Center, Bollywood 
Extension* 


Richard Landau* According tci^^m Landau ia th^juy^nd of 
Lear.ne Zu^soitii, a writer at ’Brertieth Century -Fox Studios 
advised that Landau's wife, aoccroing to reports he has rec^Woy has been 
a mentoer of the Oonramlat ■e v onent for years and a writer for "Uss Mass os". 
She Is further reported having ^wer. a neater of the League of 

American Writers and the iBR9R Peace Mobilisation, the informant has no 
information cn the specific activities of Landau. 


S , r. . Lauren , ■■yjf la ed that Lauren has been aotlvo in the 
Hollywood Sritors* JtoblllSatiGG and in the Hollywood Democratic Ccnndttce. 
The infomar.t further advised that whllo he did not knee stother Lauren 
was a aamber of the League of American EVitora, ho did recall that Lauren 
was vary closely associated with It. 


trltera 


Emgt La very was recently elected President of the 
• Oulld an d also Chairman of the Bollywood Writers ' M 


Screen 
Mobilisation* 


According t JHHB iavory, himself, is not a kn cn. CcoKuniat, dl though he 
Is sympAthetx^^Wi the revorent end the Ccwounirtc are us ing him a s i 
front because he is not known as a Coocunist at the studio advised 

Lavary le comparatively new and in his opinion the Ccawunls^^s^uae bin 
successfully. Lavary was active in the l?li3 Writers' Congress as sponsored 
by the Hollywood Writers' Mobilization and Las teen active in the pact year 
in the Counoil of Bollywood Guilds aid Unions, which group It is recalled 
was established to fight the Motion Pioturo Alliance for the Preservation 
of Acorlc&n Ideals - an enti-Ccsrtenict group. According to technical 
sources close to 3chn Howard Lawson, who Is regarded as the real Ccoaunlst 
leader in Hollywood, whan lester Cole, farmer President of t lie Screen writers 1 
Guild, was ncBinatod for reslectica, Cols withdrew in order that Lavary t^-ould 
have no opposition. According to the same sources tne reason for -this cove 
was that the Corwmrrteta did not wont to split the progressive vote end, 
accordingly, backed La very la the election. It is to be ewted that he had 
bo opposition slnoe he was the only one ncnlnated for tbs position. 


A 


- Id - 


Arnold Manoff . According to available Communist P arty member ihlp 
records # Ihn aff wm fn mKi ply KHurat^ii wiil DirSStor 0? Club A*r 
■ Section, Los Angeles County Communist Party, holding member »iip"*book f 10909* 
'^-'•j^^knoirh to have been a delegate to the Los Angoles Counly Comnurdst Party 
c^^WSten held October 31» 19U3> at Los Angeles, According to the membership 
^ records referred to above, Manoff has also been connected wiSth_£he following 

I Coamunists groups: The Western Writers' Congress, League of American Writers, 

[ Sc reen Writers 1 Guild, and the People's Educational Center. He has also been 
; . a subscriber to the "People's World," the "Daily Worker" and has been a 

regular reader of "The Communist",' According to the membership records avail- 
able , his wife. Hath Han off, has' been a functionary in the Northwest Section. 


Lewis tfcltzer , according to 1?J±3 Communist membership records. 
Party in - l9b3 under the name of Lewis Callahan, holding 1?L3 


Joined the Party in 19 

« KaaV ^ no ^ 

NM1UWW4 ^ k/vwn. H'yWW4.^ 


Horace McCoy , , According t^^UucCoy has been a member cf the 
League of American Writers, taught in this organization's school and has been 
active in the Hollywood Writers Mobilization, Ho evidence is available that 
McCoy is actually a Party member. 


Josef Uischel , alias Peter Warner, is a writer for RKO Studios 
according to the most recent information, Ke was born in Austria and naturalized 
in Los Angeles, October 10, 1911:. Available Los Armeies Communist Party 
sjenbership lists indicate Uischel joined the Communist Party in Los Angelas 
in Kay, 191:3, under the name Peter Warner, and was assigned to Branch 1, North- 
west Section, He is said to have been a newspaper correspondent before coning 


wy AiBox-j.ce. 


T- Ui « —J A L nvn A. _ 

j,ia iu*o wgris, wiwi ruvu* acgunuug wu 


‘films for foreign consump tion. He has been a the Hollywood Writers 

Mobilisation, andjHJIBstates he has advccated an alliance on the part of 
that or ganixation Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries 
(70SS) in the Soviet Union. He was a sponsor of the Writers Congress, Jnivsrcity 
of California, Los Angeles, in I9li3» 


Leo Mittler , Wittier is an associate of reported German Communist 
sympathizers in Hollywood and has been a contributor to the Free German Uovenent, 
He was present at a reception given in honor of Mikhail Kalatozov, Soviet Film 
Representative in Hollywood, on August 22, 191:3, 


jane auriin, according 


is not 


teener or the uomeuRist 


tical Association, but is used apparently by the Cocmunists. Her activities 


— have been generally in the Screen Writers' Guild as a member of the Executive 
’^HBoardj and in the 191:3 Writers* Congress where she was a Chairman of ths Ticket 
l4jar< Crannrf ttea. p £ 

Jrngg r 

iulrr Ta.-^s 4 %, 


Jul rji Ta.-r: 

I 

l Gcr.dy 
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H enry Myera, according to ncfcership records ayai^ibie, was forrmrly 
uI'Diroctcr of Bran ah A. Northwest Socticn, holding Party acelcrship 
rSr 15U, #25065* Ho was a noabsr of the Lea^u* of Anarican Writers and 
1 taught in thoir Hollywood school. Through a surveillance Agprta it 1 9 known 

1 ho attend ad a meeting with Alexander Trachtenberg on February 7, 1513 > at the 

L. Le ague of Anerioan Tiritare School. Treobt«;iberg ia a aeaber cf tha Katlcoal 
Coaaittea cf the Coaaunist Political Association and literary D1 rooter. He was 
cna of the three authors of the CTO stage show entitled “Harching with Johnny*" 
which played in the Eastern part of the tibited States in l$lt3» 


Dudley Kiohols . (ftravicnsly dee aribed in Section "PKC Producers'*). 


Arch Oboler , acoarding toV^^Bv.-as formerly Cest-om Regional Vico 
President of the' Radio Writers 1 Oull^aH^.8 aa alternate on the Execrtivo 
Council of the Eadio Directors 1 Onild, Bollywood Chapter. Ke was a seaber of 
the Leaga* cf Aaerlosn Writers and was active In the 1?13 *ri tors’ Congress, 
subsequently being a nesber of the Continuations Ccamittee thereof. Cn April 
15, 19iiu, as a result of a physical surveillance, it was learned that a car 
registered to Oi oler was observed nt the Hollywood iiobilo Theater where John 
Howard Law sen was addressing new recruits of the Northwest Section, of the then 
Ceerunist Party. This was strictly an invitational seating and a sen was 
ol carved vho fay have been Gtoler and who left Cbolor’a car. 


Clifford Odets . (Previously described under Section "H&o Directors") 
Don Quinn . (Described hereinbefore under Section n rJ10 Direct ora* 1 ). 


Stanl ey Roberta . A car registered to Stanley Rc‘.«:ta ».us wbiC-rveu 
au a resuli'ci' u physical surveillance at a "Fe-cplo's i cxld n cCownint >t V.est 
Coast nous organ) benefit party at the hone of 7. Harturg cn July 15, 15lh# 
ires technical scorcoa close to John Howard Lawson, Hollywood. Ccssscrdst leader, 
it has been learned that Lawson stated that Eoborts is ?he kind cfptrdwV. who 
will pc sloop with "the ethers", but who is net ispcrt&nt — undoubtedly svesning 
that Roberta will gc along wi th the Comicuat cauea when he r.as supporters. 
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David Robison . Robison is a reader and a writer at g po. According 
- to neifcershlp records available for early 1944, Robison wa/aaember of Club 
D, Northwest section, Los Angeles County Cosuminist Party, «id later was active 
B, Communist Political Association, holding Conzmist Political 
J ^Taociatlon card for 1944# #46889. His wife, Naomi Robison, is Northwest 
I Section Financial Director, apparently handling all money 3n the Northwest 
1 A'ection. She is a member of Branch D (Radio Artists), Northwest Section. 

. Waldo Hiller Salt is a free lance screen writer. .According to 
... xoe/ibership records until recently bo was organizer for Branch A (flritc-re) 

Northwest Section, Los Angeles County Communist Party, holding 1944 Communist 
Party membership book #48986. He. has been active in the league cf American 
Writers, the Hollywood Democratic Committee, the Hollywood '..Titers 1 Mobilization,' 
and the Council of Hollyv.ood Guilds and Unions. He "has formerly Los Angeles 
Treasurer of the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties, a Co-umunist 
dominated group. On September 24, 1944, ho was observed by .'gents in .attendance 
at a birthday party at the home of Carl Winter, President c: the Los ryoles 
. . County Communist Political Association. His wife, Kary. Salt, is a member of 

Branch F (Actors) Northwest Section, Los Angeles County Communist forty, and . 
is on instructor in the Actors* Laboratory, Communist actors* work shep. 

Adrian Scott, (previously described under Section "RKO producers"). 


Allan Scott is the brother of Adrian Scott and, according tc' 
he nas teen a nembar of the League of American Titers, and has been active 
in the Hollywood Writers* Mobilization and the Hollywood Democratic Cotuittee. 
Jane Head, who formerly lived with Scott, has been ^^^rrjiunist functionary in 
the Northwest Section for same time. According to^HHHone of Scott’s 
..screen pl&ys, entitled "So proudly Yio Hail", was strictly in line with ths 
Comamnist theme that the present war is a "people's war". Allan Scott is not 
knom as a Communist Political Association member. 


?ud "ilson achulberg v;as born in Hew York City, and is pre.- ntiy 
an Ensign in t.ie United states Wavy and assigned to the office a? gt^aocgic 
Services. He v-as previously a screen writer ar.d^^srid to have alternated 
oetueen Holly, ood and Mtodco^City. According r.chulberg was a writer 

for the picture "Government Girl" produced by RK^unfR- the direction of 
Dudley Nichols, describe d hereinb efore. Schulberg i3 reported to have beer, t 
Comnunist party member He has been active in such Communist groups 

in the Pollyood area 


! 



I 

! 


American League for Peaco & Derocrocy 
Hollywood Anti-Hazi League 
Holljnr;ood League for Democratic Action 
Hollywood peace Forum 
Motion Picture Democratic Committee 
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American Peace Mobilization 
Hollywood Theater Alliance 
Contemporary Theater 
United Spanish Aid Committee 
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 
. New Theater League . 

Potion picture Artists Committee 



Curt Slodmak . 

regardod favorably by Ho' 


wm 

>x±y.'ooa 


has described this person as a refugee who 
Communists and who fraternizes with then. 


Harold J. (Hal’) Smith . Available Communist menb : rsliip reccrds for 
1944 reflect that Smith was forror Membership Director of Club a- 3> V^: r th.-ett 
lection, and held 1944 Communist membership book £48677. Hit v:ift, f . ivia 
Smith, is known as a f orm3r_functdnnary of the Nort hwest section. Communist 
Party in Los Angeles reliable informant, until 

recently a member of advised Smith was a 

writer of a pageant to hare been presented at. a rally for William Z. Foster, 
National Chairman of the Association, which vas under the auspices of the 
Los Angeles Communist Party Executive Committee in July, 1943*. 

Ray Spencer . According to available membership records for ±944 
he was a member of club B, northwest section, Los Angeles County Com.’ . .list Party, 
and now holds 1944 Communist Political Association card £46C8J>. 

Joe swerling . According sterling was an instructor in the 

League of American VTrit ors School for^nWs in Hollywood, and was active in 
the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, and attended open Communist Party 
meetings. The informant states that Sterling is currently active in the 
Hollywood Democratic Committee, 


Frank Torlcff . .According to available nrrjbsrahir records, trlofi 
became a member of the coHnunist Party in 1943 and later held 1944 Couuunist Tarty 
nci±>ership book £48663. 

Bees Taffel, according to membership records, it- presently assigned to 
Club /.-l, Northwest section, Los Angeles County, Communist political /.csociation, 
and holds 1944 Communist political Association card £46818. She was formerly’ 
a club functionary. 



Parry Trlvera . 
a knom communist" 


st party 


believes Trivers to be 


theCbrothe 


other of Paul 


jj sj luiv Mj a ^widh^iu. w» w i H4 ty 

cooperatively new in Hollywood, 


member. Barry Trivers, according to' 
and ia not a member of 4ny Coonunisu" 


front, tut is a sympathiser and one mho fraternizes with Communists. 


Dalton Trumbo was born In yontrose, Colorado, Dece;±.er 9, 1905* le 
is said to have been the writer of "Tender Comrade", recently produced by RKO, 
and baa also been employed as a screen writer by MCI I Studios. Available 
Coaauniut party membership lists in Los Angelos indicate he was a member of • 
prartch A/ Rorthwest Section, Goanunist party, Los Angeles County, under the . . 

Tarty mjob Hal Conger. Trumbo Is a member of the screen TTriters* Guild, the 
League of American Eriters, and was a contributor to the "Clipper”, the 
publication of the Hollywood Eriters Ucbilizatioa. Re was a member iad 
speaker at the meetings of the American Peac^lobilization, and the National 
Federation for Constitutional Liberties. H^B^tates T-U-bo 7 . rote a 
pamphlet in defense of Harry Bridges, aruOia^^'itten articles appearing - 
in the Communist West Coast news organ, the "peoples florid." Re baa been 
one of the most active members in the Hollywood Democratic Committee and was - 
extremely active in moridng against the Motion picture Alliance for -* 
the Preservation of Democratic Ideals, an anti-Coonuaist group foiled recently 
to fight Conxnmiam In the notion picture industry . 


Brenda flelsberg . ns advissd that Acisberg v.as formerly 

active in the now defunct H^^^^^d-Nazi League, and the Joint A nt s clot 
Refugee Committee. She is currently active in the Hollyv.ccd Democratic 
C ommit tee. The informant has described her. as a rank— and— file person who 
has never been a leader in any of the groups, but he has stated hs does not know 
if she is an actual Communist Political Association menfoer, 

John Wexley. The Hoveaber 15, 1944, issue of "Variety" states 
that this person has just returned from military service and r:s assigned 
by RKC to handle the screen play "Cornered" for Producer '.llan Scott. 

According to available 1944 Communist Party membership records, ' e:clc r -..as 
a member of Branch A, Group 2, Northwest Section, holding 1944 Coauunist party 
book #42640. These recordc'reflect he was given special lc.vo by the Party 
to go into the United States Array. According tc dispatcher iu the "People's 
T.orld", he made a trip to Europe and was in Russia, but returned around the 
first of November, 1944, at which time he was discharged frc.r the United 
State o Ar cy. 



I 


Y. R.K.O* Actors and Actresses 


R.K.O* tus no contract "star players'* although it^eaqjloyes *hat 
aro knovn ae !: stock players", generally hired for a period of "six montus, 
and consequently, the players roster is continually changing. 

The "star players'*,' '■ben used in an R.K.O. release, are signed 
only. for the picture, and are not under regular contract, since January 1, . . 

19 42, approximately 160 different actors and actresses have had leading 
roles ir. R.K.O* feature pictures. As of November 1, 1944, R.K.O. had ' ' 
fifty-five ttock players" on its roster. Listed below are those actors 
and actresses who, since January 1, 1942, have taken a leading part in 
pictures produced or released by R.K.O* and have Communist connections 
as indicated. There are listed also those "stock players’- v.ith Co-vunist 
connections who are presently on the R.K.O* roster. 

* 

Lucille Ball, motion picture actress. -According tojHm 3he 
is a member of the Screen Actore* Guild and to his personal knoT^cge, she 
hoc taken an active part in and supported goamunist— controlled fronts in.’V 
the Hollywood area over a peri od of s ix or seven years. She was registered 
as a Communist voter in 1936. |^B|Vhas also stated that ir. 1936, Lucille 
Bull was appointed as a member state-controlled connittee of the 

then Communist Party of Los Angeles County. The official records of the 
Registrar of Voters reflects that she sponsored Communist candidates for 
office in 1936 (vjhen a voter sponsors a candidate, the voter mist state 
tli at he or ate Is a member of the party to *felch the candidate being spon— . 
aored belongs). According to Rene Valle, former Ccamrunist Party member 
‘and subsequent witness for the California State Legislative Investigative 
Committee, she, Rene Valle, attended over a period of time, Communist par- 
ty new members’ classes at the hone of Lucille Ball on Korth Ogden Brive. 
Tiiis informant also stated that since Lucille Ball has become proiiir.ent, 
she has not beer* taking an open stand in communist cctivili-s* 

Lloyd (Bud) Bridges . According to available C ou-.rmis t political 
Association leenbcrship records, Bridges joined the then Com.-uniat Party in 

1943, and ass assigned to Branch K of the Northwest Section and non holds 

1944, ’ COiumnist political Association Card Ho. 46950. Bridges is aisc active 
in the actors* Laboratory, communist Actors’ Tork Chop. 

Jean Brooks . According to available Communist Farty membership 
rocoro, Jean Brooks held 1944 Communist Forty membership took Ko* 46972. 

Bi.c is a subscriber to the communist nows organ on the West Coast, the 
- "people* e World." " . 
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Virginia Bruce . According to^^mgshe became active lr* Con- 
uuniet effalr^in 1938. Sha ia a member of the screen ActfT Sf’-uuild . Ac- 
cording to she was a member of the Emergency ComitLee x>f the Coo- 

ju^st^fnti^H^Tjeague to save that organisation at the tine many deserted 
^■Mrimganizatlon because of the pact between. Stalin and Hitler. She has 
also be<n a member of the American peace Mobilization and ^he Motion picture 
Artists* Coirciittee for Spanish Aid. proof of her Membership Xn the Com- 
munist political Association is not available. 


a Worrls Carnovsky . According to available membership records of 
the Comnunist Ferty in Los Angeles, Carnovcky and Ida wife, knerra profes- 
sionally ae "Pheobe Brand”, were transferred from New York to the North- 
west Section of the Los Angeles Communist party in early 1944. Camcvsky 
now holes 1944 Cooraunlst political Association membership card No. .',6951* 
he is attached to Branch F, Northwest Section, 


Aaron Copland is ft musician and according a member 

of the League of American writers and a former instructor ax itscchool.- 

hss also advised that Copland was active in the 1944 Musicians* Congress 
. odly organized and controlled by Communists. He was also active in 
supporting the Harry Bridges Defense Cocnittee. 


Joseph Cotton . According Cotton is a no.uocr of the 

.bascutivc Board of the Screen Acto rs' Gui ld and is 2 symputhizsr vrit Con- 
nwnist aims, but is not a member. ^■Mhas advised teat Cotton supplied 
his name to numy front organiaatio^^lRes and is a mender of the Com- 
munist Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee. I!e is a product of the Actors' 
'Laboratory, ’ Communist actors' workshop and is currently active in the Holly- 
wood Democratic Committee. 


Qlivi.t De Hsvilland, 


1 n r w 




karclcd se, tills person began exhibiting s^mpethj for tlio So .- :>mi at cause 
in Hollywood in 1942, end since that time, has taken an active part in 
vr.rious Communist front activities such a 3 the tlcilyTjood Ao.v.nittea fur 
’..riters in Rnile ana the Free People's Dinner honoring Paul kobeson. She 
is a sponsor of the Communist Joint Anti-Pu3Cist Refugee Committee. S;ie 
rdgned e protest sent to the State Department, protesting vhe detention 
of Jesus Hernandos Toaas, Spanish Communist vho was temporarily held by 
I .migration authorities at Seattle, Washington in 1943. Sha attended the 
reception of Mikhail Kalatozov, Soviet motion picture representative, tt 
the liocan±»o C^fo, Hollywood, on August 22, 1943* Sha is & sponsor of the 
Los Angeles Council of American-Soviet Friendship and a member of and active 
'in the Ruasian- American Club. 
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John Garfield, Allas Jacob G&rfinkel. According uo 1 
Garfield is a citizen and has had his name officially changed 




rbrnant 
front activ- 
leaches at the 
[advised 



alien 


Garfield, He Is a member of the Screen Actors' Guild. Tt 
has advised that Garfield has been very active In Communis 
jles for the past eeven years and further, that Garfield 
id Tfrlters* school, a Communist organized school, 
that Garfield returned home on or about Hay 1, 1944, fraa 1 
front where he had bean on an entertainment tour. At this time, Garfield 
advised he had interviewed Marshal Tito while in Europe and eulogized Tito 
—for his great efforts. According to available Communist membership records, 
Garfield's wife, Roberta, was active in Branch H, Northwest Section, Los 
Angeles Committee of the Communist Party and has been a member of the Com- 
munist political Association, ' * 


Iro Girshwln . According to^HH^irsh?>in is a member of the 
J.eagU3 of American ?, Titers and a f orae^instructor in its school. Ho hts 
been active in the Musicians' Congress, the Hollyvood Democratic Co mmrj.pt es 
and has been a sponsor of the Harry Bridges Defense Committee. 

Cary Grant . ^^H^has advised he knows Grant to be a Communist . 
sympathizer, although n^Sowe of no Comramist organization vith which 5 
Grant has been affiliated, The informant stated that Communists make a 
great deal over Grant, althoi^h he does not know whether Grant fraternizes 
pith them. 


Paul Guilfoyle . According tofl^^m he is an Actors' Lab product 
who was formerly active in the Kollywoo^rneater Alliance. Guilfoyle was 
an actor in the stage musical, "Meet the People", a 1940 anti-war show, 
■reportedly produced by Communists. The informant does not know whether 
Guilfoyle is actually a member of the Communist political Association. 


a 


sympathizer with Communists. He is not known as a Communist and the inform- 
ant knows of no other organisation of a Communist nature to v;hich H-.nreid 
has belonged. 


Paul Hcnrcid . According tc>U^^ Eenreiu was sc rn in Auotri 
and is a product of the Actors' Lab, Communist Actors' '..erkshep and u 


James ?;ong Howe w as a former instructor in. the Hollywood League 
of American writers' School for 'Writers and is presently an instructor in 
the people «s educational center, successor to the Writers* School. lie. cur- 
rently lives with Sonora Babb, who holds, according to available a eldership 
^records, 1944 Communist political Association membership card No. 46224. 

■, Valter Houston . WMB informs that information Houston's 
p in the Coonunis^Po!E.ical Association is lacking but that to hie, 
personal knowledge, Houston has supported Communist* one Courjunist- 
d activities. He is a nember of the Executive Board of the Hollywood 
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Democratic , Committee . ^^^■^dvised that Houston ia a close friend and 
associate of Jay Leyda^n^uoris Ivena, Communists who are importa nt in. 
the .production of documentary propaganda films r Houston waX attached to 
the League o f Americ an Writers and the, Hollywood Iriters’ dbillaation. 
A «fn~T >dinf. Houston has met many times with leading ^Communist a at 

Dean J&gger . According to^^f this person is sympathetic 
with the Communist movement, although not active therein. 


Ruth Nelson . According to available Communist membership records; 
y / Buth Kelson was recruited into the then Communist Party in 1943* ana now 
. . boid^CorTomnlst Political Association membership card Ho. 41773. According 
to she Is a product of the Actors* Lab, a Communist Actors* York 

Shop^J^-ther, according to this informant, Buth Kelson is considered by 
Communists to be one of their be->t developments end is receiving the Conr- 
exunist “build up". It is to be noted she plays rn important part in the 
motion picture "Bilson". 


Bo selln d Russell - According tojUy she has been a neater and y 
‘ N-r a sponsor "of a large number of Communist fronts,' among which have been: Vr * 
> .• Hollywood Aati-Nazi League; Hollywood League for Democratic Action; "Coa*-..; 
mittee of Fifty-Six" — an organization advocating the severance of relations 
r.ith Germany prior to the Stalin-Hitler Pact; Motion Picture Democratic 
Committee; Free Viorld Association of Hollywood; and Hollywood Democratic 
Committee (Executive Board). 


hs is an Actors* Laboratory 
Guild and is described I7 
*• • the infor man t as a Communist sympathizer, although the informant cannot. act- 
vise of any Communist front group connections of Sanders. He added that . 
Sanders is definitely not a leader and that he has no evidence of his actual 
; Communist Political Association membership. 

Tamara Toumanovn . According sht i c bhc ^i^ 0 of Casey 

Robinson, producer at R. i,0. She is a Russian-born err. cer -. bo is the pro- 
duct of the former Hew Theater League, t Communist— controllea organization. 


product. 


George Sanders . • According tc 
He is & member of the Screen Actors'' 


Orson t/ellcs . (Described hereinbefore under Section "R.JI.O. 

Producers"). 


/ 



VI. R.K.O. Feature Pictures Containing Ccxminist Propaganda. 


At the out set , Inf orman stated that thl “western" or 

rstery" type of escapist film are not a suitable vehicle lor Communist 

and that Communists do not expect that every picture or even & 

* majority of pictures produced by a studio, be a Communist vehicle. The 
-• informant has advised that from his experience in the Communist movement, 

V CocEiunists consider themselves successful even if one of twenty-five motion 

V pictures contain important Communist propaganda. He stated this propaganda 

may consist of the spoken words, the actions or even the implications in 
sequences.' . 

;• •' • >■. . * • ?'•*' " : . ■‘■j. • 

Communist propaganda has varied over a period of years and it is 
to be remembered that prior to June 1, 1941# Communists declared the present 
war to be an imperialist war, but since that time and continuing to the pres- 
ent time, Communists have completely reversed themselves ana in varying stages 
have fallen in line with the Government's program of “win tile war ar.d vin the 
peace", procl a im inj ^^gselves to be “super-patriots". This pretended posi- 
tion, according to^^H^Vis merely a pretext and in fact, the Communists have 
so cloaked theaselve^ln order to deceive the public and gain prestige and 
leadership. 


The informant has advised that the present tactics of the Communist 
movement in the use of the motion picture as a propaganda medium are to re- 
frain from directly advocating Communism, but to create sympathy for ths 
Soviet Union and picture the Communist, either national or international, as 
a patriotic, loyal supporter of democratic processes. It is for these, reasons 
Cocrminist propaganda in motion pictures may be extremely difficult to detect. 
Further, the “patriotic" role of the Communists is being utilized to the full- 
est extent to further penetrate the industry. The informant states that the 
purpose of this intensive penetration is to prepare for the future so that the 
powerful influence of the notion picture may be used in the interests of inter- 
nationalism, according to the Marxist— Lenin philosophies. 

Recently two articles have appeared in the press, one in Pli end the 
other in the Daily Worker, which have indented feelings tint R.X.O. cooperates 
with “Fascists". In the July 2 S, 1944, issue of Pil, in the column by Ud&nus, 
entitled, “Speaking of Movies"., R.K.O. is referred to in the following manner: 

“Most recently, however, it has accepted the unique and unenviable 
stigma, being the only American film company willing and anxious to 
distribute Fascist-made films in the U.d.A. It is distributing (or 
trying to distribute) the Franco-made Spanish film, Goyescas, in the 
U.S.A. as a tribute for the privilege of distributing its Hollywood 
product in Fascist Spain. Goyescas is the film V.inchell attacked on 
the radio Sunday night.* 


26 - 


It was further stated in this article: 




\ 


"Apart from & mounting indignation and disgust wilh this 
,-^^^^ort of trading with the enemy's agents, there has alsf been a 
^^®*gfmring concern oyer how such a reciprocal trade agreement with a 
Fascist country night affect a Hollywood studio 1 a own production 
quality. Obviously anti-Fascist films would not be permitted on 
the market in a Fascist land. Obviously too, no business-like 
— Hollywood studio can afford to produce films for export only. The 
inescapable conclusion therefore is that all its productions must 
be acceptable to all its markets which, logically means an end to 
anti-Fascist film-making by studios aiming to trade with Fascists.® 


The article then refers, however, to the fact that E.K.O. had, in 
the past, produced anti-Fascist films, such as "This Land is I£ine" and "Tender 
Comrade". 


With regard to its future releases, the article states tfcu-t h.S.O. 
promises fifty or more feature-length "escapist end comedy themes* predomi- 
nately, with the exception of one or two "prestige pictures". The article 
states, 

"Otherwise, for the great burden of the way, the going will be 
intrigue, bang-bang, and technicolor kisses, the same old messy 
misrepresentation of America and its tastes that characterized most 
Hollywood film production in the prewar years." 

In the other article referred to previously, the one appearing on 
page fifteen, Section I of the September 17, 1944, baily Worker, was entitled 
"Warner Brothers Eespect Franco*. This article refers to a lest Coast article 
describing how Hollywood has responded to Franco* s summons to do business with 
him and his silent Axis partners. It is stated: 

"R.K.O. and UrJ.verc.-il are already doing bo cine sc v.lth him. 

Par; .mount and 20th Century-Fox are reported interested, but Warnar 
Brothers hr .3 unofficially let out the word that they will not tal:s 
part. •Unofficially* perhaps because cur State Department is in- 
volved tc the extent thet it ic encouraging this exchange of busi- 
ness between the countries. Yet no anti— Axis sentiments are per- 
mitted in any of the pictures accepted by Franco. This is bound to 
have some influence on the content of films. Does it account for 
the fact, or is it just coincidental, that Universal acknowledges 
a present schedule of chiefly *escapist* musicalo?" 

The reported exchange of films between this country and Spain is 
..Attacked in the article and Warner Brothers is set up as the "consistent" 
t' studio since It will reportedly not do business with Spa in . 

r 
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Within the pest year, several movies which, according to the 
informant, contain Communist propaganda, have been produced by R.K.O. These 
are listed herelnbelo* with a brief description of each. 


The North Star " —.a Sansual .Qoldwyn production released by R.K.O. 
’“JJjgfcpertor of this picture was Lewis Milestone, a eponeor^of and active in 
a large number of ConnuniBts fronts. The writer of the script wa3 Lillian 
Heilman, a reputed Coonannist and a close associate of known '-iosaiunists. Jay 
Ley da who was Technical Director is a known Communist Party member. The film 
.jieals with life in a small torn in Soviet Russia prior to the tine of the 
Nazi invasion and subsequent to that invasion. ■ The picture has been attacked 
viciously In the press as Cccsmniet propaganda of the Soviet Union ar.d as a 
' picture of life in "the Soviet Union 'which is not consistent with the facts. " 

V r t ' * - \ • * *■ - ' * ' • »• ** ; 

. V " 1 ■ * ♦ ■* ' „ r> ' 

This Land Is Mine ". Tnis was released in June, 1943* ^nd is a war 
drama dealing v.ith conditions in the occupied territories under Nazi domination. 
The 6crc>ao play was written by Dudley Nichols who was co-producer with Jeon 
Ranoir, both of whom have been described hereinbefore. 

ftHVhcs advised that this picture conveys the idea that the Kiddle- 
class canno^be trusted to fight against dictatorship, but that only the work- 
’’’ ing class can be relied upon to fight Fascism and' that "it follows the principle' 
> of class opposition as advocated by Marxist ideology. In its cast are George 
Sanders, Phillip Merivale and Walter Slezak, all of whom, according 
have cooperated with persons favoring the Communist Political Association line. 

"Government Girl ". This was produced end directed by Dudley Nichols, 
described hereinbefore. The writer of the picture was hud Wilson Scr. xlberg, 
described hejceiibfifore. The star of the picture was Olivia De Kavilland vtho, 
according has been in frequent contact with Communist elements and 

has been associated with the Connunist-controHed Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Committee. 


"Tender Comrade ". This was written by Dalton Trumbc, described hexe- 
inbeforc. It '.ms produced by David Halstead and dlractsd oy Inward Dmytrik, 
who has been described hereinbefore. ^^^^Bclaius that lines in this ;;ovie 
were of the Communist propaganda typel^^^™ 

"None But The Lonely Heart ". This waj^^ectcc by Clifford Odets and 
produced by David Hampstead who, according t ajHv.ViS shown decided sympa- 
thies for Communism over t period of years. Tn^rsle exar is Ctry Grass, who 
has been alleged hyJ^HBto move socially in Communist circles. 
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VII. R.K.O. Contracts Kith Soyuzintorgkino 
(Soviet Uovie Trust) For Sale Of Films 





It has been learned from the Foreign Agents Registration Section 
the Rcr Division, Depart^^^^^usu^e that on July 13, sjid. July .?, 194-+, 
conversations were had one of the Vice-Presidents of R.K.O. 

studios "relative to the mat te^o^ectaDl^sb ing a corporation composed of stock 
holders from R.K.O. and Soyuzintorgkino, the Soviet notion picture combine.' 
■■HH point ed - out to" the Foreign Agents Registration Section that R.K.O. 
H^oo^zTntorgicLno were contemplating dividing the profits equally. .No fur- 
ther progress at that time was indicated. However, the October 9, l Q ii, issue 
of the "I'cts ?.eek B Magazine carried an article to the effect that R.Z.C. anc 
Soyuzintc rgkino had entered into an arrangement thereby R.if.O. will distribute 
five films each year vhich cost $ 50*^00 each to produce, ar.c in turn, coyusia- 
.torgkino is to release a like number for R.K.O. in Russia. R.K.O. , according 
to the article, was not made the sole global, distributor of Russian films. ‘ 

, , ' •; pv , ‘ 

To d&te, no additional information has been received with regard to 
this arrangement or with regard to the character of the movies to be released. 
Undoubtedly, however, the Soviet films which will be furnished to R.K.O. rill 
be highly prop&gandistic if the previous policy of the Soviet Union nn the 
noting ard distribution of its films is followed. Furthermore, any film r.-.dc 
by R.K.C. for distribution in the Soviet Union will undoubtedly be ccr.sorea 
most carefully by the Soviet Union. 

B RK0 Soyuzintorgkino Deal * 

The October 9* 1944> issue of “News Feek® (page 24), carried 
the following item: 


■In Hollywood* s current scramble for the pert— war foreign 
filni market, RXO has out-sprinted the other studios by signing 
a trro year contract with Soyuzintorgkino (Soviet Movie Trust). 
Uncor the deal, RKO will* distribute, in the United States and 
elsewhere as agreed upon by the trust, a yearly .tininur of five 
Soviet films purchased at t50,000. In return for every Russian 
Pi cture the U. S. studio handles, Soyuzintorgkino will purchase 
an IJiO novie at the same price for distribution with the U.S.S.R. 
To facilitate these business deals, a ne?: corporation soon will 
be set up with RKO and the Russian film trust, each holding a 
502 interest. The Soviet Union’s determination to cuu its own 
Alice of the world film market is seen in the trust’* refusal 
- .to neme RAO as sole global distributor of Russian films. * 


(Movember 14, 1946, through February 14, 1947) 


ary 

Doru dchary has been elevated to the vice presidency of RXC pictures 
and put in charge of all proauction of pictures under a five-year contract. 

company, Radio-iCeith-Orpheum (RAO), is one of the major companies in the 
motion picture industry in Hollywood. Tne appointment of Hr. Schary vas rn.de 
by David Selznick, the head of the company. 

J£r. Schary, as director of all production, would determine the t^pe 
of picture produced, the personnel employed in the cultural preparation tnc 
direction of the picture; in fact, his power would determine the entire trend 
of the production of that major ^roductin?. company. 

Hr. Schary has a long record of activity ae a strong Communist 
sympathizer. Some of his activities are as follows: 

Former member of the League of American Writers, 

Teacher in the Hollywood Writers School conducted by tha League 
of American Writers. Ibis League of American Writers was affili- 
ated with the International Union of Revolutionary Writers, head- 
quarters, Moscow, Russia. Tnis school is no a knov.n as the 
Peoples Educational Center and is still under Communist control, 
las a memoer of, and extremely active in, the Hoilywoco Witer3 
Mobilization, 

Member of the “advisory consnlttee" of the Fifth Writers Congre.-.i, 

Me t-ber Executive Council of the Bollywood Democratic Committee, 

Member Executive Council of Hollywood Independent Citizens Co.mittee 
of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, has also vice president oi 
this organization. 

Member of the Ruscian-American Club of Hollywood, and 
Supported the Council of Hollywooa Gu. Ids and Unions, an organization 
set up to defend Communists in the motion picture ixdustry. 





7H. IH72STIGA7I0K CF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IS THS 
MOTION PICTURE IKD03THX BT THS CORRITTSE OB 
UR-AMRRICAH ACTIVITIES, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


r The House Coesitteo on un-American Activities anndtmced to the public 

on June 20, 19 15, that it had voted to investigate subversive activities in 
' Hollywood to determine whether film stars and producers were involved in & 
v Tlot to overthrow the government. John E. Rankin of Mississippi, Acting Ch dr- 
awl of tbs Committee, cede the announcement, stating that 00 such sail had been 
received about a dangerous plot to overthrow the government centering around 
Hollywood that the Committee hod voted to send investigators to the west coant 
at once. Ur. BonldLn did not elaborate in his statement to the press on the per- 
sons involved In the alia god plot or its nature but indicated that before the 
investigation was finished some "big names" would enter into the inquiry. 



RZ A50K 


rHX PROPOSED Ifl VZG ’g CATION 


The decision of the House un-American Activities Cosalttse to inquire 
into Communist infiltration of the notion picture industry appears to have bean 
prompted by articles originating in Los Angeles newspapers following a meeting 
in that city on June 8, 1%5, which was sponsored by "Hew Masses” mag atlas and 
held in honor of Mi 111 am Gpopper, cartoonist for that publication. This meeting 
was arranged by Doretta Tarcon, field director for "Hea Masses. n The principal 
speakers sere Richard Bransten, also known as Bruce Minton, who is contributing 
editor to "flow Passes j ” Ruth KcKenney, wife of Richard Bransten, who is also a 
contributing editor for "Mew Masses;" Joseph Fostor, film editor for “h'sw Masses; “ 
and mill am dropper. 


Clippings from Los Angeles papers which were cade available at the 
time stated that speakers at the meeting indicated that Communist propaganda and 
activities would in the futuro become centered around Hollywood; that Coaauiiats 
were seeking to strengthen their ties with the White House; that relations be— 
tv.uen the United States 2 nd the Chiang Kai-Shek Govcrsmient of China must bo 
broken in order to further tho plan of Sovietd-zing ail of Asia; that pressure 
c.-u}t bo exerted to continue ier.u-loc.ta aid to Russia; and \L<X pretty young 
girls in the Communist louth covenant should be used to favorably influunce man 
in the arned forces. The Los 'Anglos "Examiner" published a story setting cut 
tho reaction cf several civic organizations and civic leaders to the reported £ 
disclosures mala at the nue ting, all expressing indignation and demanding action ' y 
to counteract the alleged Communist program. 


the Ins Angeles Office reported that information, regarding the meeting 
on Juno 3, 1945> had been received from infomsnts prior to the time it vies hold 
and that inasmuch as it wus indicated information of some significance could be 
-obta ined from coverage of the meeting, which was a public one, agents of the 
zizcazAngolee Office were in attendance. 
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Waller W inger » eho shortly aftor the publication of the wtrjospir^^ 

.-*-. articles eaattoned Above etteopWd to secure a etet&aeai froa the Director*^ 
•V **** 00 plot to owthre*. the «crv*n»esb u bod boon alleged existed, #ub- 4jr'.'.£ga 
^jdtted to tbs' Bures# copies or af fldwits sh$<8» &hd been prepared 1/ the fol- vffrj 
• ;t : laving persona, oil of shoe had reportedly participated to ttys »*ew Sassea" * 1 * « ! r»’< 
Yjmtl&e <m June *, iWLlliaA Chopper, oartooolatfer “Saw IUsms^ 
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HUioo dropper la hla Affidavit deposes that acme ©r the eteteoeata^^ 
Attributed to hie hj the Lot Angeles "Sxaniner* reacahled to may way, In v h o lM T -*? 
:. «r in port, the rfjuu&e 'Aade hyhltt at tbe *fav Hesses* Besting* diehard Brans tea. 

Huth Helenas/, and Joseph foster likewise in their Affidavits ^l ed that the/^.-* 
- had mde ths sUteesnis attributed to them regarding the Coaaahlet fart/ end . 
dts prloelplss. -The /expressed thecptnl&n that the newspaper stories v i n ~'f^'*L; 


eoaplet# fabrica t io n s far .the poxposs of sneering the progressive s&i^eti is 
Bolljreood end furnishing 4 springboard for an inwstigatlea of the eoeie - 

MOlaOJm \ '^yr.\- T ' 
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(Kovember 14, 1946, through ieoruary 14, 194?) 


This Congressional Corjoittee has b.tn giving sees attention to Ccn- 
pnrvi Kt. activities in Hollywood film industry ever a period oi' several years. 

On December 3, 1946, Chairman Wood ana Caief Investigator ^dansor. heia a 
snort hearing in Los Angeles on this subject. Only turee witnesses / a ere called 
and the hearings were superficial. However, the Conmittee announced tn-t 
it would return in January ar;d conduct expended epen hearings into ail phases 
of this type of activity in Hollywood. 
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Til. IXYBSTIGATIOH OP COHKJHIST ACTIVITIE S g THE ; 
MOT ICE PICTOES IEEUSTBY EY TES C0HMTT33 01 
5B-AM5F.ICAS ACTIYITIBS. EOCSS OP HEPBZSgB’PATITZg 
(April 22, 1947 - May 24, 1947) 


Ae you will recall, you testified before the Souse Committee on 
5a- American Activities on March 26, 1S47, at which time you referred to the 
Communist Infiltration Into the action picture industry. Ton pointed out 
that the Communists launched their attach in Hollywood in 1935 directing their 
activities at the infiltration of labor unions and the so-called intellectual, 
and creative fields. You pointed out that the Communist activity in Hollyvoofi 
was effective and was furthered by Communists and Communist sympathisers who 
use the prestige of prominent individuals in the notion picture colony to 
further their cause. You also pointed out that the Common! sts endeavor to 
insert Into the notion pictures Coannaalst propaganda or to hasp out of notion 
pictures anti -Communist propaganda. 

Following your teetlnoay before the Un-America a Activities Comrtttme, 
you will recall that Erie Johnston of the notion picture industry testified 
before this Comnltteo after he made a trip to Bollywood where he conferred with 
studio and union heads. The Vashington Po*.t cn April 13 , 1947 , in referring 
to Johnston’s appearance before the Committee quoted Johnston as stating: 

•As for there being Corcmlst influence in the movies, sucli an 
Accusation. Is absurd. If Bollywood ware a Communist network, 

I should not be attacked every morning in the Daily Vorber — as I 
can assure you 1 am. And some of the people out there who are 
attacked as Communists are no more Commies than I am* They have 
a right to thoir convictions, and while some of them may be critical 
tbqy bnvs a perfect right to be*. 

As you -jlll further recall. Father Cronin telephon.icJ.ly advised 
Mr. X. A. Team that Eric Johnston had requested him to draw up a program 
for the elimination of Comm inlets from the motion picture industry. Father 
Cronin stated he had outlined a program which he was going to submit to Eric 
Johnston in which each of the studios would have three specialists in the 
script department of the studio who would review all script prior to the time 
that the pictures vers actually made. One of these men will be an expert on 
the labor aspects of Communism; tbs second an expert on propaganda aspects of 
Communism, and the third another type of an expert. Father Cronin’s program 
also will recommend that there be assigned to the "brain office" of each studio 
one man who will have the responsibility of enforcing a program of easing the 
Cecsxualats out of the various Jobs in the company and of directing -the screening 
of all applications so that Communists will not bo hired. As you have noted, 
the statements of Johnston as quoted in the Washington Post a nd his activities 
with Father Cronin do not follow the ecao line and apparently Johnston has changed 
hie mind concerning the Communists In Bollywood. 




Confidential Informant ^HH of the Los Angelos Off It© advised that 
■amber s of the Un-Aaorlcan Activities Committee arrived In Bollywood on Kay 8, 
a great fanfare of press releases and headlines. The Commit tee 
stated it would get to the bottom of the Bed Issue in studios and that, 
specifically, it was In Eollywood to Investigate the activities of Hanna Sisler, 
the brother of Gerhart Sisler. It Indicated that hearings were to be conducted 
In secret at the Blltoore Hotel In downtown Los Angeles. The Committee In 
Los Angeles was represented by the following Individuals: 

J. Parnell Thomas, Hepresentatlve from lev Jersey, Chairman 
John Kc Do well, Bepresentatlve, Pennsylvania 
John Wood, Bepresentatlve, Georgia 
Bobert Stripling, Chief Investigator 

novelist Bupert Hughes testified before the Committee cm Key 15, 

1947, at which time he stated, according to the Los Angeles Herald and Hzpress 
for the same date, that Coesronl ste dominated Hollywood to a large degree pM 
mentioned tvo Individuals , John Howard Lawson and Charles Chaplin. He said 
that Charles Chaplin called for a second front in a speech In Uev Tork shortly 
after Hitler turned on Stalin although "we only had a few can In Europe at 
the time". He said that the Communists control the Screen Writers' Guild and 
that they had tried to kick him out of the Authors' League. He stated John 
Howard Lawson, head of the Authors* League, had tried to drive him out of the 
Authors* League and would have been successful if It had not been blocked by a 
few of his friends. He Bald that Lawson was a notorious Communist and "I 
deplore the fact that he at present is the publisher of the Hollywood Quarterly 
at U.C.L.A., and on the editorial board are members of the tJ.C.L.A. faculty*. 

Hughes stated that the Communists in the Hollywood film industry 
gamg up on anyone opposing them and have caused those In opposition to them 
to he fired. He recalled a lot of names that the Communists had directed at 
him when he fought then and he also told bf being booed at U.C.L.A. by the 
Communists while making a speech against Hitler and his totalitarian gang. He 
stated, 

"But that was the time when the Communists opposed conecrlption, pre- 
paredness and lead-lease— -because Hitler and Stalin had a non- 
aggression pact. 

"An soon as Hitler turned on Stalin, these same people beeane the 
greatest prepareders and that was when Charles Chaplin made his second 
front speech in lev Tork. 

"They cell anyone who opposes them a Fascist, yet I, who believe in 
_ . free enterprise, am a Fascist to them while they, who aro believers 
in totalitarianism, are benefactors. 

"Take some of these Had. $3,000-a-veek boys In Hollywood, who do 
nothing for humanity — they consider themselves benefactors of Insanity. 

But a Henry Ford, who employs hundreds of thousands and gives everyone a 
cheap car — they say he is a Fascist and an enemy of paw Mad and should be > 
wrecked." 
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Hughes called Stalin "the foulest 'brute In history® and appended 
Ison* 


"One cf their favorite policies is to start hostility among the 
Segroes. Th ey do not cars to help ths Eegro, and actually hurt 
hiiu Fov there are cany abuses in this country end the&o I oppose, 
and have opposed. 

"There are 13,000.000 Begroes In all the United States. But there 
are 15,000,003 Bus elans in slave carrps in Russia; wo rh- slaves, end 
their el&vory is far no re deadly than any ve know of. They voTh in 
temperatures as cold as 65 degrees below zero; in many cases they work 
with their feet in Ice water; they get 12 ounces of breed a day— and 
die like flies". 

A Coa si.mi l at. In Susies' view, need not be a r.ecber of the Party, ha 
explained, adding: 

*4 phi who says he la not a Coaconlst but who defends Russia in 
everything; vho aeys he is a friend of the Russians, who defends 
their policies, and is never critical of Stalin — he nay call him- 
self a hypochondriac or a Zulu or any odd name, but he Is as auch 
a Communist as an avowed Party menber." 

Jack b’aroer, Tice President of h’rmer Brothers Studios, according 
to this sane article, complimented the Committee and premised his full support. 
Warner, who appeared before the Committee for an hour with his Plant Production 
Director, Slayney Hat thews, said: 

"The Com it tee is doing an excellent lob and I as happy to co- 
operate. 

"If auy persons nrs underlining the American system— the American 
way of life— I want to be one of those to be of aid in steeping it 


•I told the Committee everything 1 might have known of subversive 
activities in the film Indus try". 

<ih^r»an Thomas, according to this article, compliasntod Adolf Venjou 
en having nude the most enlightening presentation before the Committee to late. 
Re invited the actor to appear at the Committee' s hearings in Washington at 
some later date. Highlights of Kenjou'a testimony, according to Thomas, were 
a* follows: 
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-^^■1. Be charged that the 16 m who control the Sorlet Union 
^^RDtted to t eke oyer America as 'they could nsTer feel safe at 
long as there was one free spot In the world such as tbs United 
States ' . 

*2. He predicted that the Communist Party, if unchecked, would 
’soften up this country as the Basis did in Borvay’ and taka it 
or or within 15 years. 

"3. He defended the capitalist system in America, asserting he 
was proud of it and that V It did half as much for the happiness 
of the world In the next 50 years as it had in the past 50 years,* 
he would feel satisfied. 

*4. He charged that many millionaires in Hollywood and elsewhere 
wore Coamnnlste or pro-Comuuniste. 

■5. He charged that ’the Communists in the film Industry are so 
powerful that many of the "little people" are afraid to sovo 
against them 

this same article reflected that Kenjou stated prior to appearing 
before the Committee that he had made 36 talks against Cosrunlsn and ex- 
pressed the belief that the Communist Party of the United States should be 
outlawed. It quoted Menjou ae follows: 

"By flood friend Zdgar Hoover, the 7 JJ.I. head, feels they should 
not be outlawed— that it would drive them underground. But 1 ask 
where are they now! They all hide. This is a wonderful country. 

It has its faults which we should correct. But I like it the way 
It Is. 

"I wuld recommend that - the 16 rulers of Bussia bo treated exactly 
the way they treat us. 

"They twist what ve say to fit their purposes. Any films that we 

make that show some of our defects, they twist around and change to 

make it appear that the defects portray America while actually they 

are exceptions to the rule. \ 

"1 would shut all of them out of the country as they shut our 
people out of Bussla. 1 would distort everything they say. 

"As same of my friends say : 'You can’t do that*. I answer: .’Ton 
c&n because they do it * . 

"With class distinction, the profit system and Amerlcaa'capltallsm 
the Communist's particular targets in the United States, what I 
can’t 'Understand is how there are so many millionairss fcr it. There 
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^Ota of tli am la Hollywood; 
"and ease Had actors. 


at least hnTf a dozen Bed lirectors 


• I have always Opposed boycotting films, when such action was 
suggested, to combat the films directed by these Sods or with 
the Beds starring in them because too many little people would 
be hart. The little people are afraid— in fact it's surprising 
to find some of the bigger people also afraid of the Communist 
organization".. 


•A lot of people who fell for the Connies class distinction ami 
anti -cap it all an bunk, don't realize that the Communist leaders in 

Bossia, four mouths after they had obtained control of that 
country, abandoned Karl Karz and the favorite Bus a Ians now profit 
by the profit system, can leave property and wealth to their 
children, while many other Bnesians Just live In a slave stato." 

"The chief fear of the Communists in the United States is the 
American middle class. In other countries such ns Trance and 
Italy where the Communists have gained strength, they have done 
it primarily by lying to the workers*. 

•The Little Bed School House* of Hollywood was brought into 
evidence by Mrs. Leila Bogers, mother of film star Qingsr Bogers, according 
to this same article. She attributed the strong influence of Communist a in 
Hollywood to the writers and charged that the Communists trained them “in 
'The Little Bed School House 1 as we know it*. She identified this school as 
the "People's Bducation Center in Hollywood". Hrs. Bogers revealed in one 
picture, "Tsnder Comrade" , her actress daughter Ginger had refusal to say the 
following line, "Share and chare alike— that's democracy". Mrs. Rogers said 
"I thi nk that's definitely Communist propaganda inspired by the Little nod 
School House. 

* 

"Ginger refused to read the line. So it was given to a sweet end 
unquestionably loyal youngster, Kim Hunter, to read". She said that the 
author of the script was Dalton Trumbo. 

The Los Angeles Examiner for May 15, 1947, reflected that screen 
actor Bobert Taylor also testified before the Un-American Activities Committee 
on May 14. On this occasion, Taylor advised that he vras forced by a former 
Aide of the late President Boosevelt into e tarring in a motion pleture which 
ffrorsd Russian Ideologies over American. According to the article ^ the 
pressure was from a former White House adviser and the Office of War Informa- 
tion official who come to Hollywood for the express purposo of overruling 
Taylor's objection to appearing In the 1943 release, "Song of Bussia". 

v * » 

Bepresentatlve Thomas stated, according to the article, that this 
individual was Lowell Kellett, Administrative Assistant to the late President 
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- The article reflected that Kellett, ae Director of* the Kotion 
'pictS^cTrlalon of the O.V.I., had publicly declared they waited "ad 
censorship of notion pictures" . The article also reflected that Kellett, 
r whoa contacted In Washington, D. C . , concerning Teylor 1 s testimony, referred 
to_the accusations as "too silly to deny". He stated "I certainly didn’t 
compel Bobert Saylor or anyone else to do anything". He continued* "Zf 
'Thrass' wants to know what I know about this matter, I will he g lad to tell 
hla whea he gets hack to Washington." 

Other individuals prominent in the film world i&o sought to aid 
th e Committee in its prohe were Actor Hlchard Arlen and Henry Ginsberg, 

Tice President In Charge of Production at Paramount Studios. After hearing 
Taylor and Arlen, Mr. Thomas commended both actors who were very cooperative 
In appearing before the Committee. He stated, "They shoved especial cv_r»gi 
In accepting our Invitation. It could affect their careers." This article 
reflected that Arlen told the reporters that "the Communists are very In- 
fluential beyond their numbers In Hollywood" • 

The Los Angeles Examiner for Hay 17, 1947, reflected that a 
surprise witness, Tiktor Xravehenko, an estranged Soviet official, had appeared 
on subpoena before the Commit tee—ono day after his life was threatened in a 
Beverly Hills homo where he was a guest. Sepresentatlve Thomas told reporters, 
according to the article, that because of this threat received by Iravchenko, 
the author of "I Chose Freedom", he was placed under the protection of the 
FBI. This same article reflected that Iravchanho told the Committee: 

"Hollywood Is a serious Intellectual front In the United States. 

•. It Is necessary to clear Hollywood of Communists and sympathise ru- 
in the writers* circles and In the artists* circles. 

■Today few companies in Hollywood want to ncke pictures that 
show the Soviet Union as it racily is. Take for exs-pis the 
picture, *Had Danube’, which is pure fantasy. 

•Why don't they make a picture on Bussla which would show what 
It means to live there, what the Soviet peons and show the con- 
centration cempeT Show everything as It really is." 

The Hew York Tines of Hay 17 under a Los Angeles dateline of 
Kay 16, quoted Chairman J. Parnell Thomas of the House Committee os Un- 
American Activities as asserting after a weak of hearings on subversive 
activities in Hollywood, that ”90 per cent of Communist infiltration” was 
in the screen writing field, but that the Federal Government also had abetted 
ffie -work. He etated that la the testimony of the fourteen actors, "writers 
• and producers, "a very outstanding point that cars up [not once but many times 
was the influence of the Government in aiding the Communist Conspiracy”. Hr. 
Thomas said: 
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bare recorded testimony that even the Vhite Hons© everted 
^Bils lAflasn.ce on certain people la Eollyvood to hare certain 

pro-Eos 3 lan motion pictures filmed during the regime of the late 
President Boosevelt. 

■ I don*t refer to just the Bobert Taylor disclosure, hut to others 
by actors and producers themselves who told hov the Government h'd 
wielded the iron fist In order to get the companies to put on 
certain Coaaunlst propaganda 4 

Nr, Tacoas also related that the eub-comnlttee had "been asased 
at the revelations node by the witnesses end their frankness in naming canes, 
places, dates, Connn.il st card numbers, etc." He added: 

"The Insidious propaganda of the Communist has no place in the novice 
which entertain millions of Americans, but it seems to na that the 
quickest and most effective way of eliminating it would be for 
Hollywood, to clean its ©wn house and not wait for a cornittea to 
spotlight this sorry speetaclo". 

This article also reflected that Mr. McDowell left f.n 3uy 15 to 
inspect the Taza9 border stations on his way Hast. Mr. Thor.rs f.ndicr.t;d, 
according to the article, that he planned to go to Sen Francisco to continue 
his inquiry. ?ns article also reflected that Sr. Thanr.s' stcterrnnt cr.ccod 
little stir among screen writers. Bamert Lavery, President of the Screau 
Vrlters* Guild, said: 

•• "If Kr . Thomas has discovered anything worth invar tigeting, tho 
place to investigate it Is through the FBI. I pcr3an?lly doubt 
very much that subversive circles in the city aro likely to he 
trapped by punches telegraphed in advance by eight -column scare 
headlines." 























On the occasion of this iaterrlev, S pecial the 

X>ea Angelas Office Aid not attenpt to quest Ion let 

her talk and meke any statements that she deslreo^^^^^ 
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Jloa* la eariala Cammlit front orgaal rations u Mt oot hereinafter; 



ijie^questioned hy the ezaalner for Ifflaigratioa, and Hatarali ration 
Swrlco. denied aeatbershlp In any anti-»ascirt or^^ni ration tl 
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dWSSfcftitni vith Communist activities on the part of Both 

the other two exa miners pseTlo usIy refer re3^^lnc?c:. ted thct 
^Be^iSre of the opinion that was not actively engaged in tha 

Communist movement but had bee^o^ec^or financial purposes prinarily by- 
front organisations as have many other prominent persons in the notion 
picture industry. 

In view of^HH||^^|^P^09itlon to gst valuable Information con- 
cerning CoBDnnlst activltle^mongiaotion picture actresses and actors in 
Hollywood, the Los Angeles Office is going to maintein periodic contact 
with her sa a source of information. However, extreme caution is to be 
exercised in dealing with her in view of her pest contacts vith persons of 
known Coer uni st sympathies as well as the nr. oner in which she has cuc.ccr.iy 
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Tour of the major studios, M®, Tamar Brothers, 20th Cent-cr* Fox, 
and Columbia, have announced that each will poke a yfcture based on the 
Canada spy trials. As a natter of fact, it is reported that all four 
studios are quarreling among themselves as to which will bo psrc.it ted to 
use the title "Iron Curtain 11 . 
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picture industry v&os we know to 
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iward-TZweoi i, and probably a few other 
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COMMUNIST INFILTRATION INTO THE MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY 


INTRQDUCTICK 

The Communist Party has developed anq^ganized body in the motion picture 
industry particularly among the unions and cultural organizations. There are at the 
present time 1*03 individuals who are or have been identified as Canmunists in Holly- 
wood. They are either connected frith the motion picture industry or the radio in- 
dustry* The Canmunists in the film colony make up a militant and trained group whick 
is endeavoring to propagate the Communist cause through motion pictures* 

I* COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBERSHIP IN HOUOTOOD AND METHOD OF OPERATICM 

A. COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBERSHIP IN HOUOTPCD 


_There is set out hereinafter a list of individuals who are or have been 

' identified *ae Canmunists in Hollywood, California. These Individuals are far the 
most part members of the Caam uniat Party and were formerly members of the Coanunist 

Political ABSQfvf&t-inntR mltrrral arvi 



trial sections are composed oi IMivlduals employed either in the motion picture 
industry or in the radio industry. This list also contains the names of individuals 
who are known Communist Party members or were formerly members of the Communist Po- 
litical Association. Their employment in the mo tion rrlcturp -t ndmrfcrv has hnwi In- 
informat Ion 



It will be noted that following the names of the individuals listed there 
appears six columns* A brief paragraph explaining each of these columns is being 
set out prior to the list to describe completely the information eet out in the list 
of individuals identified as Communists in Hollywood* 


I. MEMBER COMMUNIST POLITICAL ASSOCIATION. AUGUST. 191*1*. 

An Z will appear on the list under Roman Numeral I when the individual 
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n. MEMBER COMMUNIST POLITICAL ASSOCIATION, JANUARY 6, 


Under column Roman Numeral H an Z ■will appear [when the individual's 
ound on the records of the Northwest' Section orthe Coran 


name was found on the records of the Northwest' Section of the Cora n 
Association in Hollywood as obtained on January 8. 1 





As you will recall the Ccnmunist Political Association 
trimmer of 19li5 and subsequently the Fart? undertoo 
reconstituted Ccmmanlst Party. U«S*A 




s dissolved In ti- 
er th 






} 1 = 1 * * * f 




entifications effected nave been indicated by an I under the column h 
Roman Numeral V* It should be pointed out that this was the last occasion ‘ 
access was had to the rec ords of the cultural sec tion o!f the Com munist Part 
Ho 





An X -will appear under column captioned Reman Numeral VI following the 
name of an individual who has been Identified as a member of the Communist Party 



WAVE I II m . IV V VI* 

Adams, Alice X 


t 


JLdama, Charlotte ... 

- - Adama, John 

- Adler, Leila, aka Lull a 
Roe enfold 




■KAK5 


Alexander, Muriel 
Alland, Bill 
Allen, Dede 
Altman, Kischa 
Ames, Robert 
Anderson, Charles 
Atkins, Frances 
Auerbach, Leonard 
Atlas, Dorothy 
Atlas, Leopold 
Aubrey, Will 
Babb, Dorothy 
Babb, Sonora 

Backus, Georgia, aka Mrs. 

Herman Alexander 

Barzman, Ben 

Bars man, Norma 

Baumxeld, Frances 

_J3eard, Cecil — 

- Beck, George 

Bela, Nicholas 


X 


X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

JC 

X 

X 


II III IV V VI* 



X 

x 

XXX 
X X X X 

XXX 
X X X X X 

X X X X 

X X X X 

X X X X 

X X X X 

X X 

X - - X 

XXI ~-^r 

XXX 




n hi iy_ 


name 

Benedict, Les (Len) 
Bengal, Ben 
Bennett, Margaret 
Benoffj_Mac^ 
Bercovici, Frances 
Bercovici, Leonardo 


I 

X XXI 



Bergman, Helmar 


Berkeley, Martin 
Berkman, Morris 
Bernard!, Harold 
Bern son, George 
Berry, Gladys 
Berry, Jack 
Bessie, Alvah 
Bessie, Helen 

Beverly, Helen, aka Helen Cobb 

__ Biberman, Edward — 

£ Blbennan, Herbert 
- • 

Bilberman, libbie 
Billings, Harry 
Birnkrant, Arthur 


X XII 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


XXI 

xxi 
X X. I 
XXI 
XXI 
X X 
X 

X X X 


X 
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X 
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NAME 

Blrquist, Lilian 

Blair, Uaiy 

Blake, Barbara 

ELake^^teUcaa . 

Blake, William 

Blanchard, Robert 

Blanco, Leo 

"Blankfort, Henry 

Blobena, Louise 

Bloch, Kalraon 

Blowitz, Bill 

Bohnen, Roman 

Bollory, Janna 

Bondages, Asa 

Boretz, Allen 

Boxer, Herman 

Brackenrush, Louis 

"Brand, Phoebe, aka Phoebe 
Carnovsky 

* Brandt, Louis 

Brandt, Janet 

Braun, Irwin 


I II HI IV 

X XXX 


X X 

X XXX 

XXX 
X XXX 

X xxx 

X 

X XXX 

x xxx 

X X X x 
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VI* 


«A1S 

Bridges, Dorothy 
Bridges, Lloyd 
Brodine, Russell 
Bromberg, Joseph 
- 3ronsbn", "Valter 
Browda, Maurice 
Erovm, Virginia 
Browner, Selma 
Buchman, Harold 
Buchman, Sidney 
Bunin, Lew 
Bums, Jessie 
Burrows, Abraham 
Burton, Frank 
Burton, Val 
Butler, Hugo 
. Butler, Jean 
Byrd, TTillie B. 
Cameron, Russell 
Camovsky, Morris 
Caro, Jacobino 
Carter, George 
Casetta, Mario 


i ii -m iv v 

X X X X x 

X X X x X 


X X X X X 

' - X 


XXX 
X X X X 

X X XXX 
X X X X 
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X X 
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X X 
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X 


- bX 


- 7 - 


X 


sii 


HA ME 

Casson, April (possibly Casson) 

Chamberlain, Howard 

Chandler, Jerry 

Chanin, Gerry, aka Gerry 
Schlein 

Chapman, Claris e 
' Chapman, Thomas 
Child, 2!ellise 
~ Chris tlieb, Don 
Clark, Angela 
Clark, Jiaurice 
Clarke, David G. 

Clayton, Roger 

Cobb, Helen (Helen Beverly) 

Cobb, Lee 

Cohen, Ralph 

Coke, Dalton T. 

Cole, Beatrice 
Cole, L e «ter 
Neeles, Nat 
Collins, Linda 
Collins, Richard 
Collie, James 




V NAL3 

Colsen, iiartha 

Comingore, Dorothy (Linda 
Collins ) 

Compinsky, Dorothy 
Compinsky, Manuel 
Cootiley, Ted 
Corey, George 
Coyle, Eoyd E. 

Daggett, Charles 
Daigle, Alfred 
Danforth, Helen 
Davis, Ilorence 
Davis, Noma 
Davis, Phil 
Davis, Sid 
Decker, Bonnie 
De Silva, Howard 
Dassin, Jules 

Dessau, Paul 

- Deutsch, Helen 

De Vincent, liicohel J. 

Di Flore, Lina 
Dlmond stein, Marlon 
Dimondstein, Morton 


I II •"III IV V VI* 

X 

I XXX 

X 

X 
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X 
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X XX 
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X 
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X XX 

- X 





o 




i 


i 

t 


HAMS 

Dimsdale, Howard 

Dix, llarian Lloyd 

Dmytryk, Edward 

Drdlik, Frank 

Dulgaan, fUrth . 

Eassan, Paul 

Eastes, Larry 

Eastman, Kary Lou 

•* Edgley, Leslie (Negro) 

Eldridge, Florence (Mrs. 

Frederic Varch) 

Elfman, Sam 

Eliscu, Edward 

Elliott, Faith 

Ellis, Rayme 

Ellis, Xary Jo 

Elwood, Xatilda 

Endore, Guy 

Enfield, Cyril 

Englander, Margaret 
Erwin, LeRoy F., Jr. 
Evans, Charles 
Exley, Donald 
Exley, Ruth 


I JJ IJI IV V VI* 


X X X X X 


X 


X X 


X X 


X 

* 

X * 

x~ 


X 

X 

X 



X X X X X 
XXX 


X 


X X X X 


X 


X X X X X 

..X- X X X X - 

X X X X -XZ^x 

- X 


X 
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NA^E I 

Faragoh, Elizabeth 
partner, Dick 

Parmer, Virginia X 

Peher, lllton X 


Feltberg, V&lter 
Fielding, Bruce 
ELredman, Frances 
FLeischman, Steve 
"Fletcher, Blair 
Pbray, June 
Frank, Anne Kay 
Freund, Burton 

FToelich, Anne, aka Urs. Philip 
Taylor 

Fuller, Lester 
Garrett, Betty 
Gersh, Ph i l l i p 
Gibson, Julie 
— Hilbert, Ed 
^^Gllbert, Frances 
Gilbert, Jody 
Glass, Ned 
Goff, Lloyd 

Goldberg, Martha 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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NAME 

Goldblatt, Harriet 
Golub, Nathan 
Goodwin, Finley 
Gordon, Bernard 
Gordon, _Don^ 

Gordon, Julian 
' Gomey, Jay 
Gomey, Sandra 
-Graff, Freddy 
Granata, Edward P. 

Grant, David 

Grant, liorton 
Grau, Gilbert 
Gray, ItHliam 
Green, Anna, aka Ann Koch 
Green, Eunice 
'Greenberg, Lester 
—Greenberg, Rosalie 
-Grennard, Elliot 
Gross, Jennie 
Grumes, Albert 

Guilford, Jack 
Hammer, Al 



X xxxx 

X XXX 

X X X X X 



X XX 

I x'xxx 
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Hammer, Bea 
Harper, Annette 
Harris, Louis 
Helford, Norris 
Hellgreen, George 
Hellgreen, Nora 
Herman, Muriel 
Hilberoan, Libbie 
Holland, Tom 
Holmes, Ellen 
Holzer, Herbert M. 
Homtrose, D. C. 
Hood, Edward P 
Home, Victoria 
House, Mary 
ITovey, Constance 
Hovey, Serge 

Hovey, Tamara 

. . Hubley, Claudia 
Hughes, terle 
Hughes, R. 

Idris s, Ramiz 
Inge, Joe 


i ii iv v 


VI* 


X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X X X X X 

X 

X 


X 

X 


X X X 


X 


X 

X 

X 
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nAhe 

Ingram, Rex 
Irwin, Leslie 
Jackson, John 
James, Dan 
James y~ 1.1 1 li th . 
Jarrico, Paul 
Jarrico, Sylvia 
Jasper, Helen 
•Jasper, Marjorie 
Jones, Keith 
Jones, M. 

Kadish, Ben 
Kahn, Gordon 
Katz, Helen 
Kaufman, Oliver 
Reran, Chuck 
Kerwin, Jeanne 
Killian, Victor 
uXing, Don 
"Kraft, Hyman 
Krasnov, Bon 
Tjtmfl r y Truman 
Landers, Harry 
Lang, David 




NAME 

lardner. Ring, Jr. 
Larkin, Katherine 
Lauay, Phyliss 
Lawson, John Howard 
Lawrence, Marc . 

Lee, Canada 
Lee, Sandra 
Lees, Robert 
"Lennart, Isabel 
Lenzen, Miriam 
Lessner, Herbert 
Levy, Melvin 
Lewis, Harvey 
Lewis, Herbert Clyde 
Leyda, Jay 
Lloyd, Norman 
Logan, Humphrey 
McClelland, Ken 
_|icHugh, Kitty 
-IfcNeil, Allan £• 
McVeigh, Paul 
Maes, Simone 
Mahler, UUie 
Maltz, Albert 






mi e 

Uanoff, Arnold 
Mann, Hack 
Mann, Winnie 
March, Frederic 


I II ±11 IV V 

X X x X X 


L- 

t 

J 

a 

V 
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i 
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"Wrchionni, Charles 
Marlcrwe, Brian 
Mason, Esta 
Uattison, Mathew 
Mayer, Hay 
Meadow, Leon 
Itendelssolm, Lafcadio 
Menkes, Gertrude 
Menkin, Lawrence 
Miller, John 
Miller, Patricia 
Miller, Virginia 
lailholland, Charles 

-7--— KLechel, Florence 

T - ^dechel, Joseph 
Morgan, Joe 

Moore, Irving 
Morley, Hank 

Morley, Karen aka Karen Vicor 


X XXX 

xxx 

X X X 


X xxx 

x xxx 

x X X X 

x X X X 

. X X X x 

xxx 

xxx 
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KA1S 

Hobs, Jack 
Mullen, Virginia 
l^urphy, Maurice 
Uyers, A1 
Meyers, Barbara 
Uyers , Henry 
■ Kelson, Ruth 

Hichola-s, Geraldine 
0,' Flaherty, 2. B. 
Offner, Herbert 
Oranata, Edward S . 
Orme, Rosemary S. 
Ornitz, Sam 
Paige, Clinton 
Palastky, A. 

Paley, Stanley 
Parker, Lillian 
Parks, Larry 
Pederson, Peter 
^ Peel, Spencer 
Pelleti, John V. 
Perlin, Paul 
Peters, John 
Riilips, Peggy 


c 


1 ; 


KAIZE 

Fine, Les 
Finney, Ted 
Placet, Kennit 
Polonsky, Abraham 
Powell. Homer 
Frager, Stanley 
Pratt, Carolyn 
privel, 'Lucian 
-Ragsdale, Byron Young 
Ragsdale, Lacalla W. 
Rapf, Maurice 
Ravetch, Irving 
Reed, Valerie 
Reid, Arnold 
Revel, Elaine 
Revere, Anne 
Reynolds, Jack 
Richards, Robert L. 
Richardson, Carolyn 
- idchardson, Melonie 
Richardson, 7ft Hi am L. 
Rinaldo, Frederic 
Ripps, Harry 



X 

X 


X 



X 


River, Joerney 
River, W. L. 
Roberts, Stanley 
Robinson, Earl 
Robins on, jjdward G 

Robinson, Jerry 
Robison, David 
Rohl, Anita 

ft 

Rohl, Dave 
Rolfe, Ed 
Roma, siargrit 
Romano, Amelia 
Romano, l£ary 
Roth, Esther 
Roth, Henry 
Roth, Richard 
Rossen, Robert 
..Eotetein, Herman 
jloussea, Louise 
Rubane, B. 
Rudnick, St ella 
Ruskin, B. 

Ruskin, S him eai 

Ryan, Ralph 


XII 

X 

I XIX 
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XXX 
X XX 

X XXX 

X xxx 

I xxx 

x xxx 

X X 

X I X X 

xxx 
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- 19 - 




Sak, Gus 
Salt, Waldo 
Samuels, Murray 
Sandell, Bea 
Sandellj^ George_ 
Sanford, John 
Sanford, Marguerite 
Saul, Oscar 
"Saylln, Marcella 
Schaftel, George 
Schneider, Paul 
Schoenfeld, Benard 
Schuelberg, Virginia 
Schuler, Dorothy 
Schwartz , Zack 
Scott, Adrian 
Sef finger, Ben 
Seigel, Sanford 
-Salic, Leonard 
^Sellers, Kay 
Selvin, ’Jin 
Shaw, Ben 
Sherwood, Stanley 

Shore, Wilm a 
Short, Anita 



?'««■* •****?»■*' 
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NAME 


I II III IV V VI* 


Short, Robin 

Siegel, Sam 

Simmons, Hike 

Sklar, George 

_Smith #L JU*t.. 

Smith, Corinne 

Smith, Edward, was Israel 
Kalensky 

Stall th, Harold 
m % 

Smith', James 

Smith, Lita 

Smith, Hilton 

Smith, Ralph 

Sniffin, Jane 

Sryder, Kike 

Solomon, Jack 

Solomon, Louis 

Sondergaard, Gale, aka lirs. 

Herbert Biberman 


XXXI 

X X X X 


xxxx 

X x- w x X 


XXX 


.-0 or r e 11, Herbert K. 


Spencer, Helen li. 
Spencer, Ray- 
Steel e, Dorothy 


X 


Stein, Philip 


**" : t f* 1 J "* *^f*0^* | 


o 



"hake 

Stevenson, Philip 
Stewart, Gordon 
Stillman, Sam 
Stone, George 
Straus s,_Thapdore 
Sullivan, Glenda 
’ Taf fel, Bess 
Tanner, Harry 
'Tarcai, Ifery 
Tarloff, Frank 
Thery, Jacques 
Thomas, George H. 
Tolins, Natalie 
Tow bin, Cyril 
Townsend, Leo 
Trabin, Rosabelle 
Trabue, Siarion 
Tree, Dorothy 
" Trivers, Paul 
%rumbo, Dalton 
Turner, Jeanne 
Tuttle, Frank 
Tuttle, Xaren 
Urban, Paul 
Uris, Michael 


I II |II £L 1 

X X X X 


VI* 

X 


X 


X 


X 



X X X X X 


- X X 

x XX 

X XX 


X 

X X 

X X 


X 



X XXX 


X 

X 


X X x X X 

X X X X X 

X 




Urme, Rosemary S. 

Valz, (or Volz), Eaddie 
Vandermenlen, Harry 
Van Der liar, Joseph 
Van Si okle, .Ruth. 
Viertel, Virginia 
Villard, Paul 
Vincent, Mark 
Virgo, Jean 
Virgo, Peter 
Wakes tein, 

Walden, Alexander 
Walker, Thelma 
Walper, Horman 
Ware, Eugene 
Warren, Lucy 
Washington, Itonoa 
Watts, Wi llia m 
Weber, John Mrs. 
"Webster, Sherman B. 
Weil, Richard 
Weiner, Herman 
Weintraub, 11 
Weodey, John 
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NAKE 


II III IV V VI* 


White, Isidore 
Whitman | Ernest 
Whitney, Lynn 
Wilcox, Pamela 
Williams, Bob 
* williams, Frances 
Wilner, George 
..WiLaer, Tiba Carlin 
Wilson, Alice 
Winch ell, Prentiss 
Winters, Be a 
Wroblewski, liary 
Yaris, Buddy 
Yarrick, ilala 
Yubave, Corrine 
Yorden, Clay 
Zeller, David 


X X 




X X 


X X 


•♦Year following name of informant reflects year in which information was obtained. 


*> T 

f ir". « ■ 


- 2U - 


B. -KETHOD OF OPERATION 


As a part of the general program o^Cog^ale^gfflaetration. Into the mo* 
tion picture Indus try Confidential of the Los Angeles 

Office has reported that the Communist Partj^RnsSfere^Tn^^^ortation of known 
pro-Communist individuals into the Hollywood area of great significance* A large 
percentage of such individuals have been brought into Hollywood commencing in 
1935 through 19hU* ilany of these individuals were European refugees who came to 
this country following the rise of Nazism in Europe and were employed in reliable 
positions, the. field of writing and directing. The majority of these people, 
although not openly admitted members of the" Communist Party, have shown a sympathy 
to the Communist cause or have moved in Communist circles in the mcftJion picture 
industry. Among the exiled refugees prominent in pro-Soviet and Communist circles 
in Hollywood is Harms Eisler. Kanns Eisler is the brother of Oerhardt ELsler who 
was recently convicted on contempt of Congress. Harms Eisler has been the sub- 
ject of an un-American Activities Committee inquiry into the motion picture in- 
dustry. Hanns Eisler has an extensive record of Soviet and Communist affiliations 
both in the United States and Europe which had been brought to your attention in 
a separate memorandum dated March 7, 19h7. 


Confidential Informant BBBHJ^K^B^Jprovided information in- 
dicating that the Communists hav^recentl^ios^ground to same extent in the trade 
union field because of the failure of the strike of the Conference of Studio Unions 
He indicated, however, that the Communists have more than made up for their failure 
by having many of their sympathizers placed in high executive positions such as 
directors and writers, he related that this latter VP® of penetration is more 
Insidious because of the reputations and influence gained by those elevated in 
this manner. An outstanding example was the appointment of Dore Schary to be 
Director of all production at P.KO Studios. Mr. Schary has followed the Communist 
Party line for many years, has engaged in the activates of end supported a number 
of Communist influenced organizations. Informant has related that his im- 
portant position affords him complete protection against any charge by pn outsider 
that ha has been involved in Coygygist activity. This pattern appears to be 
followed closely, according to 
to make it someirhat sacred for 


m 

r any ci 


and extends throughout the industry, tending 
Criticism of a definite or specific nature. 
Other individuals of this type who have been elevated to key positions in the in- 
dustry include the followings 


MacDougall, Ranald - Made producer by Warner Bros. 

Kumitz, Harry - Associate Producer with Mary Flckford and 
Kanin, G arson - Producer with Universal-International 
■Caspary, Vera - long-term writer with Eagle-lion 
Sperling, Milton - producer, Warner Eros. 

— Kazan/ Eli* - Director, signed byT Darryl Zanuck, Twentieth 
Traube, Shepard - Signed as Director for RKO 
Roseen, Robert - Director, RKO 

Herbert, F. Hugh - Director, Twentieth Century-fbx 

Koenig, Lester - Producer, liberty. Filina, William K^ler Productions 

Kelly, Gene - JdDM Studios announced that he will soon be made a 
director for that firm. 


Lester Cowan 

sKret 

Century-Pox 


Informant MBhas stated that there has been a noticeable change 
take place in the tactical lines and methods of operation of the Cosanunist 

Party in the film industry. He stated that this is apparently due to the wave 
of exposures of Individual Communists and Communist Party line followers In govern- 
mental and other circles as a part of the broad campaign of the attack now being 
waged on Communism. There has resulted in the Communist Party a change in its 
methods of operation and tactice to meet these conditions. He stated that some 
of the former outspoken leaders of the Communists, as well a8 Communist sympathizers] 
have been drawn hack to less important positions and have less to say openly In 
Communist affairs, while those who have not been so active or so well known have 
been forced to the front to carry on the program, not as Comminists but camou- 
flaged as “liberals" and "progressives." 


related that these Communists are -even boring within the antl-Cammuni 

movement object in view of taking over the movement and directing it to 

- less harmful channels, the result being that Comunists are attacking themselves 
but not sufficiently vigorous enough to basically harm themselves or their movement. 
He related that these are all a part of the tactics which were laid down at the 
Leninist SchQo^o^Stral&g^nd Tactics." It should be pointed out that this 
Informant i8 a former member of the Communist Party and con- 

sequently^ H^^SSSSrabl^nawledge of the Coamnnist movement, its strategy and 
< tactics. 


onsiaeraDxe 
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stated that it is becoming more and more apparent that the Com- 
munists are using permanent sympathizers in the motion picture industry to further 
their policies* He stated that by using these persons of high standing and 
IziflUviiCv ths Cosinist P^rty hopss to cots? up thsss Hndividustls* Gosnsinist 

connections. He continued by stating that the following top producers over a 
period of years not only employed Communists and Communist sympathizers some - 
of whom were notoriously known but have protected them whenever their names 
or reputations have been exposed to public notice: David Selznick, Samuel Goldwyn, 
Warner Brothers, Charles Chaplin, and Walter T, "anger. He further analyzed the 
present* situation by relating that producers" In the motion picture Industry 
could clean up the Communist movement if they saw fit, stating that .up until very 
recently there was no recorded instance where the Hollywood motion picture industry 
-or ary of its top influential leaders have ever denounced Comsuniarn or Communists 
publicly. Basically, be said they are "Internationalists * n Because of this the 
activity of the Communists and their sympathizers, who do the real work for the 
Communist cause, increases day by day with added influence in all departments of 
.the motion picture industry. 



o 
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II. CCMHPBIST IOTIUBiTIOg ft? ftBOTTPS 

Confidential Informant tha Lo^^^ele^Off ice , who 

was a mamba r the Communist until who 

has been actira in the notion plotnra iadmetr^io^^t consi&ereTO^p^^^^^-eportsd 
that in 1934 tha Comunlat Party raalltad the propaganda possibilities in tha mot lex 
picture field and decided to sore into the notion piotnre industry* He related that 
in the spring of 1935 dlreot orders cane down in uimcogr&phed fora from the top 
structure of the Coomualst Party* USA* to all unite in the Los Angeles area instruct 
them to intensify and concentrate their activities on Hollywood and the notion plcti 
industry* Shis directive emphasised the fact that Consunlsts vast try to capture tl 
labor unions and pointed out that if this were done, the unions eould he of transude 
service In influencing the type of pictures prod^^d and thus serving the Comrtmlst 
-causer — It- -should be pointed out that Infermaht^^Jmdid not furnish this lnformatlc 
to the Bureau until 1643 and* consequently* thi^Hmsographed form ; 'ref erred to by hi 
is not available* 


J|HFst&te4 

apparently was 


rotated that in the early days of the motion picture industry 

there apparently was no consistency in the labor organisational set-up. fhe 
principal aetlve labor organisation was the International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage bployeee (I AT SB) * 


Internati onal Al liance of Theatrical Stage Banlovoes 


Confidential Informant IHV reported that this was an autonoaoue groxp of 
local labor unions identified vif^tne American Federation of Labor* The Internet 1< 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees* Jurisdiction was recognised as the only unit 
organisation in Hollywood for a number of years* Howevsr, on two occasions* in 1921 
1933* respectively* strikes were called by this organisation which were completely 
unsuccessful* In each case the strike was the result of a Jurisdictional dleput^w 
was broken by members of outside unions entering the field as strikebreakers* flHH 
related that these unsuccessful strikes brought about a very chaotic condi t i oztFzz'’ 
labor f iold in 1933 which caused many of the workers to lose confidence in the Aaert 
Federation of Labor (iFL) ■ As a result* the Comunist Party had little difficulty i 
moving into the unorganised field with the Motion Fieturo Yorkers Industrial Union* 


Motion Pict ure Yorkers Industrial Union 


Informant stated that this was an independent group completely 

under the control o^Communiet elements end tatting orders directly from loeal Conan 
— .Party leaders* In the short time between the ereation of this union in January of 2 
mad April of 1935 it had obtained a large number of members and was well on Its usy 
becoming the leading union in Hollywood* However* about that tins Instruct ions war 
*e*nt out by the Control Conmittes of ths Comranlat Party that tha Party had changed 
line from that of advocating the creation of separate miens under Communist control 
that of affiliating with existing unions with ths hops of taking «v#r the control o: 
these groins* In Hollywood the Ceanunlst activity was directed at affiliating with 
JJL groups. These Instructions called for the liquidation of all independant m l cm 
and their members sent in to the AIL unions* Shis policy was followed by the Metloa 
Picture Yorkers Industrial Union i&leh resulted in the gradual disintegration of th 
union. It was officially dissolved in February of 1936* ‘ix Cf'- 





According to ■H^d-aring this same period tho CIO «i being organised by John 
end several attempt • were node by the CIO to organise in the notion picture 


L. Lewie end several attempts were nade by the CIO to organise in the notion picture 
Industry. There were at that time approximately 25 labor unions of various types In 
ths notion plcturs industry. Som^o^these were e^flliated with the JLffL and the 
balance were Independent uni one. stated that in 1937 Herbert L Sorrell became 1 

the president of the Studio Paint^^Wocal 644 of the International Brotherhood of - 
Painters. Decorators, and Faperhangere of America, ATI. This union was a newly 
activated AIL group. Sorrell soon became the leader of the Communist fact lone anong 
Hollywood labor circles. After he had developed the leaders of a number of locals 
which had strong Conmunlet factions In then, he sieved to set up an organisation which 
would tlo all ths locale Into one body under his domination. Consequently, in ths fal 
of 1941 the Conference of Studio Unions was formed. 


i.TMi.i 


Vith regard to Herbert E. Sorrell,. $.t should be pointed out that the Los .. 
Angeles~Offfce deceived from Ton Cavitt, ^representative of the Tenney Committee 
investigating un-American activities on behalf of the California State Legislature, 
a receipt for a Conmunlet Party membership (Book No. 60622) with tho signature "Herb 
Stewart." The Los Angeles Field Division aloo has in it a files a photostatic oopy of 
1938 registration blank which indicates that the Party nans, Herbert Stewart, was 
assigned Communist Party Book No. 60622. - 
was obtained from Inf orman 

California. These documents were furnished to the Bureau's Te 
Taooratoiy together with known handwriting specimens of Herbert E. Sorrell. The Boren 
Laboratory identified Sorrell's handwriting with that on tho photostatle copy of tho 1 
rogletratioj^lank and the photographic copy of tho membership book receipt. Confident 
Informant fVhas identified Sorrell ae the leader of tho Conmunlet oontroiUed tail one in 
Hollywood motion picture industry. There is no current Information reflecting that 
Sorrell is at the present time a member of the Communist Party. 


pxrmi 


Conference of Studio Unlom 


Confidential Informant refers to this group a* a email compact 

organisation composed of delegatee or representatives of a bloc of labor unions in the 
Hollywood motion picture industry which it under the control of the Communist Party 
operating through its members In thoss unions which havs captured key pesitlons. It h 
further been deeorlbed as a Hollywood studio labor group to act as ths eontrol and ste 
committee which coordinates and diracte Communist union activities, looking toward tho 
taking evar of all studio workers and theijyoaions into tho Communist Party orbit. 9h 
Conference of Studio Unions, according toflJV is the organisation upon which tho 
Oommunist Party relies for eventual compleT^aonination of motion picture unions. 


— - The unions which at prasont compote the Conference of Studio Unions are as 

Sollowst It will be noted that of the eleven unions listed, ben are associated with 
*A7L. * * V 




Screen Set Deciders 
Local 1421, A7L 


Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of Anoriea 


Soreen Publicists Ouild 
Local 1489, JJL 


Brotherhood of Paint erp* Decorators, 
and' Paperhangers of^Saerloa JjQij 
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Local 


Iterant Organization 


Screen Story Analyst Guild 
Local 1489, AFL 


Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and ftaperhangers of America 


Screen Cartoonists Guild 
Local 852, AFL 


Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and rfeperhangers of America 


Moving Picture Painters and 
Scenic Artists, Local 644, AFL 


Brotherhood of Winters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 


Special Officers and Guards 
Local 193, AFL 


Building Service Employees 
International Union 


*RET 


Building .Service Employees 
Local 278, AFI? 


Building Service Employees 
International Union 


Studio Carpenters 
L6cal 946, AFL 


United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners of America 


Studio Electrical Workers 
Local 40, AFL 


International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers 


Studio Sheet lietal Workers 
Local 108, AFL 


Studio Metal Workers International 
Union 


Studio Machinists 
Local Cinema Lodge 1185 


International Association of 
Machinists 



' related that since the origin of the Conference of Studio Unions, 
several strikes have developed in the motion picture industry which basically were the 
result of jurisdictional disputes between the Communist bloc or Conference of Studio 
Unions and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees under the leadership 
of Richard Walsh, international president* 


^^jeerning these strikes participated in by the Conference of Studio Unions, 
Informant has advised that they were not legitimate labor disputes but rather 


strikes by a group of Communist c^^^ted local unions using the question of juris idle tio: 
as an excuse to create a strike. stated that these disputes have been attempts by 

the Communist element to disrupt tn^Tnternational Alliance of Theatrical Stage Bnployees 
and that the Communist issue was usually the question around which the dispute revolved 
rather than the usual Issue of wages, hours, or working conditions, -fie related that 
Herbert K. Sorrell, head of the Conference of Studio Unions, received the support of the 
Communist Party locals in these jurisdictional disputes. - ----- 


Informant related that on March 12, 1945* a jurisdictional dispute between 
the Conference of Studio Unions and the international Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees precipitated a strike which was purely political in character and was an 
attempt on the part of the Conference of Studio UniM|^? break the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees unions in Hollywood, flv continued that from March 12, 194; 
until July 28 the Communist Party line in the TJnitedStAtes was one, of collaboration whid 
had been adopted at the time Russia was invaded by Germany in JUne #£1941. He stated thad 
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view of this, the Communist Party did not take an active part in this strike. 
However, on July 28, 1945, the Communist Political Association reverted to the 
tenets of the C party , USA, and elected William Z. Poster as the new 
national chairman. related that on this occasion the Party announced 

that it would relir^Ssn its Browder revisionist policies and return to tbef^ . — * 
basic Uarxist-leninist principles* Immediately after the change in the Party j 
line, the Communist press began to support the strike and the Comnunlst Party 
in Los Angeles began to issue leaflets through its various branches calling on 
the workers to man the picket lines In the strike. According to '.Inf ormant 

P I j,t ■gas Qbvlous that the Communist Paxty aod. its members were Whipping 
situation toward the violent stage. "'“Luring October of 1945 numerous 
individuals were injured and violence reached such a pitch that the public and 
traffic were not permitted in the vicinity of Warner Brothers Studio. This 
strike was settled on October 29, 1945, when an agreement was reached between 
high AFL union officials and Eric Johnston of the Lotion Picture Producers 
Association. 


. Confidential Informant^^H^related that the real purpose of the 

Conference of Studio Unions was Tw55oldj first, the union desired to keep 
the general labor situation agitated in line with the Communist Party program 
of creating confusion In the United States; and, secondly, to maintain intact 
the leadership of Herbert K. Sorrell. 


strike was aga 



again a purely Jurisdictional matter between the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage anployees and the Conference of Studio Unions* 

They stated that this was merely a continuation 'of the previous strike in 1945 
which lasted for some eight months. This strike resulted in numerous strikers 
and union leaders being arrested In Los Angeles. The strikers picketing the 
studios were arrested for violating the Superior Court's injunction which pro- 
hibited mass picketing and the Conference of Studio Unions' leaders were arrested 
on charges of criminal conspiracy. 


The Los Angeles Times for January 7, 1947, reflected that on November 
- 22, 1946, the following individuals were indicted by a Los Angeles County 

Grand Jury for felonious conspiracy: Herbert K* Sorrell, President of the Con- 
ference of Studio Unions; Matthew Mattison, Business Agent for the Screen 
Story Analyst Guild; James Skelton, Studio Carpenters Local 946 and Chairman 
of the Strike Strategy Counittee; Averill Berman, Radio Commentator; Norval 
Crutcher, Secretary-Treasurer of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, Local 683; Bussell L. Me Knight of Local Union 683* Laboratory 
Technicians, IAXSE; John B. Martin, Local Union 683; laboratory Technicians, 
IATSS; Bey Tina dal!, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 
Union' 40; Frank Drdiik of the Set Decorators, Loo a! 1421 and Carl Head, Studio 
Painters. Local 644 4 Andrew lawless; Louis Whitman; Bay Higby, .and Edward Gilbert. 

M. . -,ksxt1ol> 

With the exception of Andrew lawless, Louis Whitman, Bay Higbyy'and 
Edward Gilbert, all of the above-listed indi vidual s who were indicted' for 




o 



felonious conspiracy have been Identified by Confidential Infonnant^^^j^^Jeaders 
of '.the Communist faction within the Hollywood Studio Crafts and Unions, stated 

that they are all spokesmen together with Sorrell for the program of the communist 
party* In addition, Averill Berman, radio commentator, has been identified as a 
former member of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Comnittee for the Arts, Sciences 
and professions, a Communist influenced group, and a speaker before a gathering of 
fhg Ainsricsn Yn-n+h tor DsjDocrscy Eccording to tbs Peoples World of September Z3g 
1946. On November 23, 1946, the 812 individuals who were arrested in conjunction wit 
the mass picketing which was in violation of the Superior Court injunction were each 
released on #50.00 bond. The pending court action against the strikers and leaders 
had not been settled as of July 8, 1947* 


-The -C-onference of Studio Unions haaJ&lso been spreading its influence into — 
the radio field through an alliance with another group of like nature which was 
recently formed. This new bloc of unions is known as the Council of Radio Unions. 

An organizational meeting of the new group of Radio Unions was held on November 21, 
1946, in Hollywood. Composing this preliminary bloc of unions are the following t 


Radio ’.Yriters Guild American' Federation of Musicians, Local 47 

Radio Directors Guild American Federation of Radio Artists 



related that this group announced its” 

S liatlon with the Conference of Studio Unions. Commenting on this alliance, 

^ stated that this would be a most effective weapon (for the unions involved) 

Because of the close affinity existing between the motion picture industry and the 
radio industry. 


Screen Writers Guild 
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The Motion Picture Alamanac for 194 2 and I943 reflected that the Screen 
Writers Guild was an affiliate of the Authors League of America, Inc. The Hollywood 
Press Times for November 10, 1944, reflected that the Screen Write^^^ld was orga- 
nized in 1933 In the Hollywood motion picture industry. Informant^^V has reported 


unat this was one ox une xirst unions in une euizurai lieia to come unaer tne inixuer 


of Comnunists in Hollywood. He related that among the original organizers were John 
Howard law son, Samuel Omitz, and Guy Endore. These individuals who have been identi 
fled as Comnunists are referred to in Section I me mo randan where their Com- 

munist affiliations are set forth. According to^HV John Howard laws on. Robert 
Bos sen, Lester Cole, Hugo Butler, Waldo Salt, ancHBEg Iardner, Jr., are among the 
leading Communists in the Guild who have been most influential in the forming of its 
- -policies. All of these Individuals have been Identified as Coemmnlsts and their 
Communist affiliations are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 


According to the organization’s official publication in Tune of 1945 there 
were approximately 13,000 members of the Screen Writers Guild. Of this number about 
100 were identified as CCffiUnigta nt - that through the Information obtained 



__ TO of these individual wild) 

are still affiliated with tne motion picture industry are Section I of thl 

memorandum. In add i t i on, a great many others, according to^^Qwere as social 
Communists reported to be sympathetic to Communist ideologie^ano/ or members 
Comnusist front nrmni T.ati m«. __ ... "** 
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However, In order to show the true significance of theee fi 
to conelder the report c of rac h confidential informants at. 

it the Screen Ifritere Solid & 


It le 




„„Ion Picture Alliance for the Preservation 
ii'iiWfg'fflp haring been formed to oppose Comnunltt Influence 
In the motion picture lnduetr 7 during February of 1944, Theee Informants hare etated 
that the Screen Writers Guild Is actually controlled and operated hy between 


300 members who tabs an act Ire Interest In the work of the organisation* As 
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the offlolal publication of the Sereen Writers Guild, contained a report reflecting thi 
there were 1317 membere of the Sereen Writers Guild* The report classified 972 memberi 
ae being active and 345 at associate members* The associate membere were identified 
as writers who hare been elevated to directorships or producerehlpe id the motion plcti 
industry. It also pointed out that of the 972 membere of the Screen^ Writers Guild ool; 
wrs employe d~at that time in the eight major - ifudioe in the motion picture industry,* 


The May, 1946, issue of this same publication, "Sereen Writer, f -listed the 
9era#n Writers Guild studio chairman. This list included Melvin Levy for Columbia 
Studios, Isabel Lennart for Hetro-Goldwyn-Mayer, Abe Polonsky for Paramount, and Hsni 7 
Myers for BKO* All of these individuals have been identified as Oommunlsts and their 
Communist aff illations are set out In Section I. 


■ On nevamber 15, 1946, the following were sleStsd aS officers of the Screen 
Writers Guild: Samett Lavsry, President; Mary McCall, First Vice-President; Howard 
Xstabrook, Second Vice-President; Hugo Butler, Third Vice-Preeident; P. Hugh Herbert, 
Secretary; and Harold Buehaan, Treasurer* Of these individuals, Butler and Bbchman ha 
been identified ae Communists and their Coanunlst affiliations are set out In 
of this memorandum* Mary McCall, Tirst Vice-President, has been identified bjflB^^ 
as having been a member of the League of American Writers, The Writers School, xh^^ 
Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, and a member of the Hollywood Xxeoutlve Board of the 
Hollywood Democratic Committee* The Communist connections of theee organisations are 
A A amiiag<i Ivt flmmt j.011 XXX 0* this raggnTBS&USs Ho i Srd C|tdbfOok. SffioBLd Vle»*?rilldjait ; 
has bean identified by Inf ormant JHVas a member of the League of Amerioan Writers, 
and instructor at the Peopled IcKSTion Center in Hollywood, and a member of the 
Xrecutive Council of the Hollywood Democratic Committee* The Communist connect ions 
of these groups are discussed in Section III of this memorandum* 

The "Screen Writer," previously ldsntlfled as the official publication of the 
Sereen Writers Guild, carries Dalton frunbo aa editor; Gordon Xahn, managing editor, 
both of whom have been identified as Communists* Their Communist affiliations are sat 
out in Section I of this memorandum* In addition to the abowe, Bing Lardaer, Isabel 
Lennart , Theodore Strauss, and Paul Trlvera of the Adi to riel eons it tee of the — 
publication have been Identified also as Communist Party menbers and whose Cuwinlet 
: affiliations are set out in Section X* - 

Am m e a wp lm mf |Ka A tjf l nu fts Kail hr thi 

organisation, I desire to oall to your attention the October, 1946, Issue of the 
"Screen Writer." In this publication, an editorial appears concerning the Communist 
inspired Amerioan Authors Authority; an article concerning the scope of the Sereen 
Writers Guild; a third article by Communists Howard Dlmsdal# and Guy XAdore; a fourth 





article on a technical phase of writing; the fifth on opinions and. motion pictures; 
and the eixth by Communist screen writer Lester Cole bn wage negotiations for screen 
writers* The Communist affiliations of Howard Hlmsdale, Guy Sodore and Lester Cole 
referred to as Communists are set out in Section !• 

In the back of the publication there is a section entitled "Hews Notes*' 

An analysis of these notes also dearly shows how the Communist cause is disseminated 
by this publication* Tor example, ■Hews Notes" in this issue carried an annomcement 
by the California Labor School, a Communist Inspired groiqp, of a series of courses, 
a production by the Communist influenced Actors Laboratory, an announcement of the 
Communist influenced Peopled Educational Oenter carrying details of the curri culum of 
this school as well as a report concerning the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, a 
Communist influenced group* The Communist connections of the Actors Laboratory, 

The People's Xducational Center, and the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation are eet out 
in Section III of this memorandum* * - 

The American Authors Authority, previously referred to, wae'said to have been 
established and conceived by the Screen Writers Guild* The Inception of this plan, 
according to the 'Screen Writer,' resulted from a meeting of the Screen Writers Guild 
Original Material Committee of which Communist King Lardner le the head. Briefly, thi 
American Authors Authority plan, which was conoelved under the guidance of Comunlst 
Bing Lardner, calls for this group to copyright in its own name, for the benefit of it 
members, all material, whether stage, ecreen, book, magazine, or radio, and the lsasix 
but never celling, of the rights to all of this material under dopyrlght. The America 
Authors Authority would encompass the work of the members of the Screen Writers Guild, 
Dramatists Guild, Authors League of Aaerlca a&d the fiadio Writers Guild. This plan ce 
be seen as an instrument which in the hands of Communists would give them complete 
control of all written material* 

In this connection it is of intereet to point out that it wee ascertained 
from a technical surveillance which was maintained on the residence of John Howard 
Lawson, identified in Section I as a Communist, that Lawson on May 23, 1946 stated 
in a conversation with Bert Bargeman that the beet method to fight 'fascism' was 
to Commonize the writers and producers in Hollywood and, eventually, control every 
picture and fiction story produced in Hollywood. He continued that perhaps one day 
it would be possible to oontrol every nows article in the United States that the poop! 
read* By way of identification concerning Bert Bargeman, It should bs pointed out /tya 
at that time she was employed as a secretary at the Hollywood W!rlters Mobilisation/ 

It is through the Communists in this group, the Screen Writers Guild, 
that Cosmunist ideology is disseminated to the fellow traveler. Communist sympathiser, 
and unsuspecting writers who are affiliated with the Guild In the motion picture 
industry* The Oomnraaiets and Communist pressure in the Guild thus caused the 
injection into motion picture scripts ef Communist propaganda and the elimination of 
anti— Communist statements mod scenes from original motion picture scripts* 
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Scram Writers Guild. Members Connected with 

the Of flea of War Information Overseas Film Program 


In July of 1946 ©Tar fifty writ era, all 'iamb era of the Screen Writers 
Guild, vara working on Scripta for picture* to b© produced in conjunction with 
the Office of War Information Oversea© Tiln Program. Among the editorial board 
members were the following members of the Screen Writers Guild! O ; 

V ‘ 

John Howard Lawson Hobart Ho a sen 

Hare Connelly Howard Xetabrook 

Sidney Bushman Howard Kooh 

Charles Brackatt Harry Tugsnd 

John PfVftfn Talbot Jennings 



John Howard Lawson, Sidney Buchnan'~and' Hobart fiossen hare bead Identified 
as Communists, and their Communist Party affiliations are set out infection I. 


Hare Connelly has been rera^ed by Informant IH| in 1944 as haring been 
a member of the Communist Party, has also stateo^Ct he wae a member of the 

League of American Writers and th^HOllyvood Democratic Committee. The Communist 
connections of these two organizations are cat out In Section III of this memorandum. 

Charles Brackett has been Identified by Informant ^^Was baring been a 
member of the Soreen Writers Guild, The League of American tellers , and The Hollywood 
Democratic Committee. 


John Houseman has been Identified by Informant Wolf aa haring been a 
member of the League of American Writers. The People's World, a Communist publication 
for June 10, -1944, reflected that Houseman was a member of the Hollywood Walters 
Mobilisation. 


The Communist affiliations of Howard Sstabrook hare previously been reported 
In this section of the memorandum. 

Informant Alphas reported that Howard Xoeh has been a member of the League 
of American Wrlters'^ne Screen Walters Guild, and The Hollywood Independent dtlsens 
Committee for the Arte, Sciences and Professions. 

Informant flH^has related with regard to Harry fugsad that he wae a member o: 
the Screen Writers Guild and a member of the Hollywood Democratic Committee. The 
People's World for June 10, 1944, reflected that Tugsnd was a msaber of the Hollywood 
: Writers Mobilisation. - 

rr-„ According to Informant IJB Talbot Jennings mas a member of the League of 
American Writers and the Screen niters Guild. ^ 


As has been previously indicated In this section the ar&nlsatloaal 
affiliations of the above individuals have been set out to ehov that these Indlvlduali 
have been connected with organisation* whloh have baen Infiltrated by Oo mutu a l ete or 
are under the lnflumnee of Oomnlete. The organisations with whloh these Indlvlduali 
are affiliated, are discussed In Seetlon III of this memorandum. . / J(X 
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III. COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF INTELLECTUAL GROUPS 


« « Communist Party Directive of 1935, as reported by Confidential 
B previously referred to herein which directed the Communists to ' 
^notion picture industry, included a specific call to the Communis 
requesting that they concentrate on the so-called intellectual groups composed 
of directors, writers, artists, actors, actresses, and highly paid technicians. 
In this field of intellectual groups, particularly among the writers and direc- 
tors, the Communists have beej^iost successful and their influence has been 
far reaching. According ti^^^Bthe Communist activity in this field has been 
to work through front organizations which were not openly identified as Coramu- 
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the Party through its official membership. 


Iniormant^J^reported that in 1930 in the Soviet Union there was se 
up an organization known as the International Union of Revolutionary Theatres, 
This group was the parent of a multitude of sub-organizations which, in the 
United States, were known as Workers 1 Theatres, Theatre Groups, et cetera. 

The first group formed as an outgrowth of the International Union of Revolutior 
•Theatres was the League of Workers* Theatres created in New York in approximate 
1932, during 1934 its name was changed to the New Theatre League. 


New Theatre League 

Informant ^^Bhas reported that this organization set up a National 
Executive 3oard in 19h^omposed of representatives in the writing and directii 
field throughout the United States. Among the individuals who were associated 
with this group in an executive capacity and who have been active in Hollywood 
are John Howard Lawson, writer; Albert Malta, writer; Clifford Odets, writer; 
Jay Leyda, Director; Lester Cole, writer; Herbert Biberman, Director; Prank 

Tivt- f 1 m rH wart • .T nor ft o.t.nT* • Tionftl St.anHftr. ftot.rn*? nnH D^nfllrt 
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Ogden Stewart, writer. Of the above mentioned individuals Lawson, ^laltz, Leydj 
Cole, Hiberman, Tuttle, and Bromberg all have been Identified as Communists 
and their Communist Party affi^^^^ns are set out in Section one. Clifford 
Odets, according to Infomantft^^V was one of the original organizers of the 
League of American Writers. 

Lionel Stander has been reported by Informant^^^Bas having been a 
member of the American League for Peace and Democracy, a^weil as having been 
active in the American League Against iVar and Fascism and the North American 
Comm^^ee To Aid Spanish Democracy. Donald Ogden Stewart, according to Inform- 
ant MKj was a member of the League of American Writers, the American Peace 
Mobflization, International Workers Order, Screen Yiriters Guild, Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization and the American League for Peace and Democracy. 


The American League Against War and Fascism and the American League 
for Peace and Damocracy both are subversive organizatione and have been dedari 
subversive within the purview of the Hatch Act. The North American Committee 
To Aid Spanish Democracy is a Communist influenced organization as is the 
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International Workers Order, both of which have been referred to the Department 
for its consideration under Executive Order Number 9835 » dated March 21, 1947. 
The Hollywood organizations with which these inviduals are affiliated are dis- 
cussed in this Section of the memorandum.. 

League of American Writers 

According to^^B another mobilizing force in the cultural field which 
was active in the earl^X 930 s in Hollywood, California, was the League of Ameri- 
can ’Writers. The League of American Writers was said to be a part of an inter- 
national organization of writers and intellectuals which had its origin at a 
World- Congress of ’Writers held in Khar£ov<, .-.Russia, during November of 1930. 



has 


Confidential Informant 

advised that the Hollywood Chapter 



Fof the Los"Angeles Office 
le league of American Writers was 
established during the fall of 1935. He stated the the purpose of this group 
was to bring the writers employed in the motion picture industry under the 
influence of the League of American Ivriters which, at that time, was the fore- 
most front organization operating in the so-called cultural and intellectual 
fields for the Communist Party in the United States. He related that the effort 
of this group were extremely successful, which resulted in this branch becoming, 
in a short time, the domin ant unit of the League and one of its strongest prop- 


aganda instruments, 
of the Hitler-Stalin 


dOTum 


also related that up until the time of the signing 
on August 23, 1939, the League of American Writers, 
including the Hollywood Chapter, worked out in the open and was most success- 
ful in its Communist activities. However, following the signing of this Pact 
the League, being completely under the control of the Communist Party, changed 
its position from one of collective security to isolation, which resulted in the 
League becoming very cautious and working practically in secret. This change 
in policy exposed the League of American Writers as a Communist front organizatl 


Hollywood School for Writers 


The^^aeue of American Writers established In Hollywood, according 
to Informant ^BB the Hollywood School for Writers which acted as a subsidiary 
of the Leagu^^^American 'Writers and was said to be a transmission belt whereby 
budding writers were developed along political lines followed by the League pf 
American Writers and conditioned for eventual membership in the League as well 
as the Communist Party, This School was established In October of 1939. An 
examination of its listed instructors and lecturers for 1942-1943 reflects that 
the majority of them have been identified with various Communist Front movements 
Many of them actually were members of .the Communist Party, such as John Howard 
Lawson, Guy Endore and Dalton Trumbo. The Communist Party affiliations of these 
individuals are set out in Section One of this memorandum. 


The Hollywood Writers Mobilization 

Lean writ 


According to Inf orman the Hollywood Writers Mobilization is anot 
offshoot of the League of America^^ffiters* It came into .existence in the latte 
part of 1941 or the early part of 1942, shortly after our ^tty into Wor] 
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The reason for the creation of the Hollywood .totters Mobilization lies in the 
fact that the League of American totters had become publicly branded as a Com 
munist controlled organization. For example, Eugene Lyons in the widely-read 
book entitled, the "Red Decade", referred to the League of American Writers a 
a Communist-dominated group. Personnel of the new organization, the Hollywoo 
totters Mobilization, included writers in the motion picture industry who had 
heretofore been affiliated with the league of American totters. The Chairnmn 
of the new organization was Robert Rossen, who has been identified as a Conrnu 
niat as reflected in Section One of this memorandum and who is employed in th 
motion picture industry as a ecreen writer. Rossen was also active in the Sc 
Writers ' Guild, a Communist influenced group. 

Confidential Informant^j^of the Los Angeles Offioe..related that 
the following eight guilds sponsorea the Hollywood Writers *iobiiization at th 
time it was set up, and that each of these guilds was under Consnunist influen 

1. Screen Writers* Guild 

2. Radio Writers' Guild 

3. Screen Publicists' Guild 

4. Screen Readers' Guild 

3. Screen Cartoonists Guild 

6. American Newspaper Guild 

7. Independent Publicists' Guild 

5. Song totters' Protective Association 

He related that while the total membership of these Guilds was appx 
mately 7 , 500 , the Hollywood Writers Mobilization was operated by representati 
or delegates from these Guilds which numbered not more than twenty-five indi- 
viduals. He described it as more or less a steering committee for the activd 
of writers in the motion picture industry controlled and operated by such Inc 
viduals as John Howard Lawson, Robert Rossen, 'Francis Faragoh and Herbert Bit 
man, all of whom he described as Communists. The Communist affiliations of « 
of these individuals with the exception of Francis Faragoh, is set out in Sec 
one of this memorandum. He related that the organization was a paper-type gi 
which "stooged" for the League of American Y/riters, through which the latter 
continued to operate as a propaganda agency for the Communist Party. 


The announced purpose of the Hollywood ’Writers Mobilization was to 
mobilize the writers in the screen industry to assist in the war effort and 
particularly to assist the various Government and military agencies in the 
preparation of propaganda ^yjerial for use either against the enemy or for gi 
morale purposes at home. described the organization's primary purpose t 

being the providing of material for military camp shows slanted to project tt 
Communist line. 
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According co miormancj^^H cm. s organizacion mjoccea sucn pnasei 
of Communist propaganda into its work as the demand for a second front, freec 
for India, Independence for Puerto Rico, racial equality and similar material 
which fostered the Communist Party program. In May of 19A£,*^the Los Angeles 
Office learned that the publication of the Hollywood toi taf yMobiltt a^Lon Jo* 


as the "Communique" was now captioned "Communique, Hollywood V.'riters Mobilzatic 
for Defense in Cooperation with — C3LI". The publication was being mailed un- 
der the official Government frank which read "Executive Office of the Presi- 
dent, Office of Emergency Management, Washington, D. C. , Official Business. 
Penalty for Private Use to Avoid Payment of Postage, ^300 GPO." The Los Angel* 
Office obtained two copies of this publication, one dated April 10, 1942 and 
the other dated April 17, 1942. The April 17, 1942 issue is maintained iritis 
files of the Bureau. ^ -‘j 


Confidential Informant of the Los Angeles Office re- 
ported the following information con^^R^^^ne background of .this set up. 

He„ related that -he head of the radio section of OEM at Washington was Bernard . 
Schoenfeld, who v;as a close friend of Parson Kanin, the individual in charge 
of the film section of £L2i. Michael Kanin, a brother of Gerson and Fay Kanin, 
the wife of Michael, are v;riters .vho were connect ad with the League of America] 


Writers. Gar son Kanin, according to this source, went to Schoenfeld in Washing 


ton and told him that he, Kanin, had a brother and sister-in-law who were in 
Hollywood. He stated that they were talented in writing and that they were 
very anxious and willing to be of assistance in the OEM. As a result of these 
contacts, Fay Kanin was put to work on a radio project preparing information 
being put out by the 0211. After which, Michael Kanin appeared and suggested 
that they should get busy and contact the Hollywood league of American Writers 
and endeavor to have them prepare the information which was to be put out in 
the "Communique." 


Mr. R. H. V.ashburne was contacted on October 10, 1942, at which time 
he advised that he was appointed by Bernard Schoenfeld of the Office of Emer- 
gency Management to be in charge of the ±-os Angeles Branch of the 0E2I, Informa 
Division. He related that shortly thereafter he was contacted by Mrs. Fay Kan 
Michael Kanin, Ring Lardner, Jr. and others to discuss the means of obtaining 
aid of certain film writers to publicize those t/dngs which the Office of bmer 
Management, Information Division, wished to give publicity in order that corre 
information could be made known to the public by the best possible means. Ke 
stated that on this occasion the "Communique" , an information letter was decid 
upon as being the best method for this publicity. 


Mr. V.'ashburne related tnat he wrote a Mr. Robert Horton of the Offic 
of Emergency Management, Washington, D. C., and obtained authority to publish 
"Communique". The articles for the "Communique" were written by the committee 
which was composed of the aforementioned writers *and others and were submitted 
to Mr. iVashburne. '..'ashburne related that he edited these articles which were 
mimeographed, assembled and distributed by his staff to members of the film Wr 
Guild. According to Y.'ashburne, the specific purpose of this information letts 
to put information into the hands of the members of the Film Writers* Guild 


was 


with the idea that these persons would "Spot it" in the production upon which 
were working so that this information would be made available to the public ar 
would give proper publicity to those things which the Office of Emergency Mans 
ment felt should be publicized. Shortly after this committee was formed. Wash 
bume stated that he was contacted by the .Hollywood V.rlters Ifobili zation who i 
formed him that their organization had been set up for jusrt^Jffuch a purpose and 
therefore there was a duplication by the organization and 'the committee^ Cqnsec 
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he related, that the committee became a part ..of the Hollywood writers Mobilize 
He stated that the first eight editions of the '‘Communique" were prepared on 
paper furnished by the Office of tinergency Management and were mimeographed 
by the Office of Emergency Management staff* He also related that the first 
three editions of the “Communique" were mailed under the franking privilege*. 

In March of 1943 the publication “Variety" reported that the Coordir 
tor of Inter-American Affairs would make transcripts of Office of war Informat 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization radio programs for broadcast in foreign languag 
The air show referred to was a radio program entitled "Free World Theatre Air 
Show", which was instituted and produced jointly by the Office of ««ar Informat 
and-t he- Hollywood Writers Mobilization*- » “Variety 11 also reflected that the HoJ 
wood Writers Mobilization held a me .ting of forty writers to gjipply ideas for 
this program under the Chairmanship of John Wexley, who has been identified as 
a Communist and whose Communist Party affiliations are set out in Section One 
of this memorandum. The Free World Theatre Program had such individuals con- 
nected with it as Jay Gornsy, Mdward Eliscu and Henry Myers, writers of the 
propaganda musical comedy "Meet the People." These individuals likewise have 
been identified as Communists and their Communist connections are set out in 
Section Qie of this memorandum. 

Special service contact of the Los Angeles Office ad* 

vised that the Hollywood Writers wrote and produced a series 

of short propaganda plays for the 0V.1 for use in industrial plants and Army 
camps. Those assisting in this phase of activity included well-known members 
of the League of American <.riters, a Communist front group. In addition, the 
Hollywood writers Mobilization worked closely with kelson Poaa^j^ho. until 
July of 1943, was coordinator for Government films for OV*I. relatet 

that the production of these films was under the direct contr^^S^supervisit 
of Poynter and that Poynter before accepting these films demanded a pro-Auasij 
slant as a prerequisite to acceptance. He reported that Poynter associated 
himself vdth the Hollywood ‘writers Mobilization and worked closely with Commu- 
nist Robert Rossen, Waldo Salt and Frank Tuttle, all of whom have been identl 
fled as Communists in Section One of this memorandum. Poynter' s office was 
discontinued in July of 1943. 

In conjunction with the University of California at Los Angeles the 
Hollywood writers Mobil^^don jointly sponsored the Fifth writers 1 Congress. 
Actually, according to^HV this Fifth Writers' Congress was the Fifth Congr 
of the League of AmeriS^Triters but was not termed as such due to the fact 
that the League of American Writers had become publicly branded as a Communis' 
dominated group. This Congress was held as scheduled and attended b^s^e 
fifteen hundred writers from all over the United Ctates. Informant JH^rela 
that the Hollywood Writers Mobilization was the medium whereby the cSrmuunist 
control of the entire proceedings was established and maintained. He stated 
that the leading Communist writers were said to have attended and dominated 
every session. 

The "Peoples World", a west coast Communist newspaper for June 10, 
1944, reflected that arrangements were made between Robert '.Siskin, Chief of 
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the Overseas Film Bureau of the OBI and the- -Hollywood Writers Mobilization, 
whereby the screen writers would assume responsibility for the production and 
writing of all documentary films for overseas distribution. The program of 
films called for a "Projection of America" series and a new group of invasion 
films for distribution in Germany and the satellite countries. 


The Hollywood Writers Mobilization, according to the article, had 
set up a working committee which was to consist of such well-known Communists 
as John Howard Lawson and Robert Rossen identified in Section One of this memor- 
andum. In addition, such prominent Communist sympathizers as Marc Connelly, 


Howard Esterbrook, John Houseman, Talbot Jennings, Howard Koch-and Harry Tugend, 


all~Rho~have been identified with Communist influenced or infiltrated groups 
previously in this memorandum. -**'• 


The August 7, 1944, issue of "Variety" reported that a program of 
eleven short subjects and five newsreel bulletins had been arranged for pro- 
duction by the Hollywood Writers Mobilization. The article reflected that the 
films would be produced in various Hollywood studios with players from the 
Screen Actors* Guild and writers from the Hollywood Witars Mobilization. 


The pictures planned to be produced included the following: "It's 
Murder," "The Story ■«ith Two Endings", "When He Comes Home", "So Far So Good", 

"Air Transport Command", and "World Peace Through V.orld Trade." "It's Murder" 
was written by Henry Blankfort, who has been identified as a Communist. "The 
Story With Two Endings" was to be written by Harold Buchman and Lou Solomon, 
both of whom were identified as Communists. "When He Comes Home" was to be writ- 
ten by Paul Trivers. Trivers has also been identified as a Communist. "So 
Far So Good" was being written by Cscar Saul, also identified as a Communist. 
"World Peace Through ..orld Trade" was to be written by Edward Eliscu, also identi- 
fied as a Communist. All of the above individuals referred to as Communists 
have their Communist affiliations set out in Section One of this memorandum. 


According to Informant during the month of January, 1945, infor- 
mation waa received that the Hol^wood Writers Mobilization, through its connectlc 


with the Office of ’War Information, had become a part of what was officially call* 
the War Activities Committee, Hollywood Division. Other organizations officially 
affiliated with the Committee were the Screen Writers* Guild, Screen Directors* 
Guild, Screen Actors' Guild, and other similar type groups. 


According, to InformantHH*, in May of 1945, John Howard Lawson, one 
idinc Communists in the motion picture industry, was appointed by the 


of the leading Communists in the motion picture industry, was appointed by the 
Hollywood ’Writers Mobilization to act as its representative as an observer at the 
United Nations Conference. 


Confidential Informant flH 9 of the Los Angeles Office stated that 
s serine of 1945 the woi^or the Hollywood V, riters Mobilization in 


during the spring of 1945 the wonc oi the Hollywood V, riters Mobilization in con- 
nection with the Office of War Information, Overseas bureau, went into high 


■«Hkr of conferences between Robert Riakin. Chief of 


the Bureau for OWI, and the Hollywood Writers Mobilization, /Editorial Committee 
on Overseas Films. It should be pointed out that seven qnfc-nf the fourteen 
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members of the Editorial Committee v;ere identified as Communists, including 
John Howard Lawson, Melvin Levy, Richard Collins, Y«Aldo Salt, Leonardo Bercovici, 
Arthur Birnlcrant, and Sioney Buchman. The Communist affiliations of these indivi- 
duals are set out in Section One of this memorandum. { — . 

" i [ 

Confidential Informant ^■^related that beginning on May 21 , ^ ^ 

1945, the Hollywood Y.’riters Mobilization was to produce a Beries of radio 
programs over the °lue Network dealing with problems of the returning soldiers. .• 
The Committee producing this has been described as one strongly under the 
influence of known Communists such as Jau^s Solomon. 


Confidential Informant^j^^ related that the Hollywood Y/riters 
Mobilization has been active in supporting and participating in the acti- 
vities of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences 
and Professions, a Communist infiltrated and influenced organization. 

It also produced a quarterly magazine known as the "Hollywood Quarterly" 
in cooperation with the University of California at Los Angeles. Included 
• as one of the editors of this publication was John H^ard ^awson, one of 
the Communist Party leaders in the film industry. fl^Vrelated that other 
known Communists and Communist sympathizers were als^affiliated with 
this publication in a lesser capacity. 


Informant ^^Vrelated that in addition, this organization has 
shown Russian propaganda motion pictures at the Gordon Theatre in Los 
Angeles as well as at other independent theatres in the Los Angeles and 
Hollywood area. Other known Communist front groups have also participated 
in this type of activity. 


Following the elimination of the w ffice of War Information as 
a Government agency, the Hollywood Uniters Mobilization devoted its activi- 
ties to the propaganda field through radio and publications. The official 
newspaper of the American Newspaper Guild in ^une of 1946 reflected that 
the Hollywood Writers Mobilization had rendered numerous war services, 
among which were the following: 


Documentary and short subject films - 210 
Radio scripts - 1069 
War activity feature stories - 125 


Confidential Inf orman 
organization had narrowed its ac 
tions primarily to the radio field, 


ctiviti 


related that this Communist controlled 
r ies considerably, confining its func- 



Hollywood Community Radio 


Confidential Informant H| has advised that the Hollywood 
Community Radio group is composelrti a number of individuals who are 
known Communists and Communist sympathizers, many of whom are active 
members of the Hollywood Writers Uobilizat on. Among the known Commu- 
nists on the Eoard of Directors of this organization are: Hy Kraft, 
screen writer and Abraham L. Polonsky, screen writer. The Communist 
* affiliations of these individuals ks set out in Section One of this 
memorandum. 


Inf ormant has related this group is endeavoring to ob- 
tain a license for s^Raio station vicinity of Los Angeles. 

According to Confidential Informantj^^^w if this permit is granted 
and the radio station set up, it vdl^oe run and operated by the Holly- 
wood Writers Mobilization and will be an outlet for the Communist propa- 
ganda disseminated by this group. 

The Federal Communications Commission is conducting hearings 
relative to the establishment of this radio station. As you will re- 
call, the Communist connections of the individuals affiliated with this 
group have been furnished to the Federal Communications Commission by 
this -Bureau. 
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According to Informant 



the Hollywood Writers * School pre- 


viously referred to herein is an oil's hoot of the League of American Writers, 


Be related that the Hollywood Writers* School changed its name following the* 
announcement by Earl Browder on January 9, 19Ui> that the Communist Party woult 
cease to be a political party but would become an educational organization. 

The name of the School was changed from the Hollywood Writers* School to the 
People's Educational Center. Most of the courses taught at this School were 
the usual ones of theory and tactics which are conduct^^^ similar Communist 
6 cboels -throughout the country, according j-o Informant me School also 

conducted classes in screen writing, acting, directing^ana kindred subjects. 
The Hollywood Branch of the People's Educational Center is located at 1717 
North Vine Street in Hollywood. The Dire ctor of the Sc ho ol at the present 
time is Sidney Da^ 


Ls not known definitely if this individual is lagtvtdtcai witn the aforementione 
Sidne y Davison who is the Director of this School’ (Confidential Informant 
t has reported that many of the individuals 'wnoC have been on the executive 
SaTf and teaching staff of this organization are Communists, identifying Herb 
Biberman, Frank Tuttle, Edward Dmytrik, Hugo Butler and Guy End ore. The Com- 
munist affiliations of these ind^^uals are set out completely in Section I 
of this memorandum. Informant fljHnr elated that the most current activity of 
this group appears to be the indoctrination of young people in the motion 
picture industry and those aspiring to get into the industry. 


The Hollywood Democratic Comnittee 


Hollywood Democratic Committee, according to Confidential In- 
formant was set up in January of 19U3. Its announced purpoee was the 

formatioi^f an Association of Voters in the motion picture community to suppa 
■Victory Legislation" and "Victory Candidates". Many Hollywood writers. 
Directors and actors who have previously been identified with the Communist 
movenent were affiliated with this group, among which were: John Howard Lawso 
Communist screen writer; Sidney Buchnan, Communist writer and Frank Tuttle, Cog 
niunist Motion Picture Director. The above mentioned Communists are referred t 
in Section I, where their complete Communist Party affiliations are set out. 
John Garfield, pro-Communist^^r who was also associated with this group, ha: 
been identified by Informant fljv as having been affiliated with the Toung Com 
munist League, the Hollywo od Antl-Ha z i League, the Hollywood Democratic Commit 
as well as having been a member of the Screen Actors Guild and the Hollywood I 
dependent Citizens Committee of Arts, Sciences and Professions. 


The activities of the Hollywood Democratic Committee were described 


h^actj 

by Informant as being under the leadership of John Howard laws on, Communl 



' Party member and leading figure among the Comminiet element in Hollywood* 

It is not, a^^he name might imply, officially a part of the democratic Party, 
according He related it was a separate group conpoeed of, in the 

main, individuals who associated with the Communist movement in Hollywood* 

Its activities were mainly devoted to publicity for favorable candidates and 
violent attacks against other legislators or candidates who had adopted a 
platform unfavorable to this organisation, ‘Aiese undesired candidates were 
also undesired candidates in the eyes of the Conmunist Party* He described 
It as a group set up to work within danocratlc processes to carry out Ccn- 
munlst Party doctrine as outlined by Earl Browder in 1944* 


During 1944 the Hollywood Danocratlc Committee grew tq.be one of the 
most lmpor^jrt political groups in Southern California, according to Confidential 
InformantflJB He r eparted that this was primarily due to its connection 
with the motion picture industry and the prestige derived therefrom* 


This organization continued its political activities in the 1944 
elections and announced that it waa to become a permanent group, cooperating 
with and supporting the political ^tion committee and other progressive groups 
in politics* 


On January 25, 1945, the "Daily Worker" carried an article reflecting 
that loo Hollywood leaders sent a wire to President Roosevelt, requesting 
to terminate the proceedings against Harry Bridges* The article reflected that 
the action waa taken at a dinner sponsored by the Hollywood Democratic Com- 
mittee* Among the signers of this telegram were Communists and many individuals 
who have supported the Communist movement in Hollywood* Ibis article reflected 
that John Howard Lawson, writer; Jack Uoee, producer, and Dalton Trumbo, writer, 
all known Communists in Hollywood, were among the signers of this communication. 
These individuals identified as Communists above are referred to in Section I, 
where their Communist affiliations are set cut* 


On June 6, 1945, in Hollywood, California, a meeting was called by 
the Hollywood democratic Comnittee, at which time the name of this group was 
changed by unanimous decision to the Hollywood Independent Citizens Comnittee 
of the Arts, sciences, and Professions* 

Hollywood independent Citizens Comnittee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions 

The Independent Citizens Comnittee of the 4rts, Sciences and Pro- 
fessions, a now defunct organization, was formed under the influence of Com- 
munists and Conmunist sympathisers and was supported throughout Its existence 
by the Communists and the Conmunist press. Benjamin J* Davis, Jr., a member 
of the National Committee of the Communist Party, on August 11, 1945, read 
recoomendations to the New York State Convention of the Communist Party of 
those individuals who had been nominated for the New York State Committee* 


-.Concerning Lionel Berman, Davis stated, ‘'Comrade Berman, a Communist Party- 
functionary. is Jewish and a member of the old State Committee. ... .1 would 

say, (he) is the head of the Cultural Section of the Party It seems to 

me that in his work in the past, particularly in the elections when he was 
one of those instrumental in setting up the Independent Citizens Committee ^ 
of Arts, Sciences and Professions, he has demonstrated a very excellsht 
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ir.formatiqr was obtained through a microphone surveillance on this State 
Convention. 


^^^Hadvised on April U, 19h6, that the organization of 
the indepsnrrerrt Ulolizyny committee of tog* Arts, Sciences and Professions by 
the Communist Party was directed ana planned in his office at th^-”Daily 
'Yorker" in 19Uli> by Lionel Berman of the Communist Party Cultural Section, 
and Joseph Field of the :Yorkers Library Publishing Company. He also advised 
that tills organization was a Communist controlled group in spite of the fact 
that the majority of the membership was not Communist and a minority of the 
Communists were directing it. 


An Executive Council of 105 members was set up by the nev; organi- 
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ana the majority of the remaining have a record as having be&^^ivolved in 
Communist front groups, according to Confidential Informant He stated 

that this group developed into the main propaganda outlet fo^Tommunist 
doctrines in Hollywood. It appeared to follow the general Communist Party 
program on local, national and international issues. He related that the con- 
trol exercised by the Communists in this organization was apparent because of 
the elected officers, the activities and the publications of this group. This 
organization cooperated with other knovm Communist front groups such as the 
American Youth for Democracy. 


The activities of the Hollywood Branch of this organization -were 
directed at the Jack Tenney Committee in Los Angeles in an effort to put 
political pressure on the Committee to cease its activities which were being 


^ A -mnn 4 - AjJ A A 4 Vn A +>»T O Aft! A+ ftW 4 a! AVnaVli _ 

u_lj. & u oajin ^ ouawbj. Dvuuoitv au wins Jiiivuiai 

of California. stated that the Hollywood Branch of the Independent Citizens 

Committee has bee^aescribed as having taken part in or supported all local 
activities in the Hollywood area which were inspired or propagated by the 
Communist Party, 
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According to Informant during the 19U6 elections this group 

supported candidates for office a^tne State primary elections. These same 
candidates were supported by the Communist Party, the only exception to this 
being the Communist candidate Archie Brown who conducted a write-in campaign 
for the governorship. He was not supported by the Hollywood Branch of this 
organization. Prior to the 19U6 elections, this organization participated 
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directly and indirectly with other groups which are also known to be under 
the influence of Communists and Communist sympathisers in a series of 
political rallies for the benefit of these candidates. Despite this backing, 
the only major candidate elected that was supported by this group was Helm 
Gahagan "ouglas . V ?- 

In December of 1946 Confidential Informant, 
reported that the National Headquarters of the Independent Committee 

of the Arts, Sciences and Professions was contemplating merging with the 
National Citizens Political Action Committee with the ultimate object of 
laying the foundation for a new so-called liberal group in the United States* 




In January of 1947 Confidential infarmantJ^BBstated^ $hat the 
Hollywood Chapter of this organization was pr epar in^x^go out of existence 
under its present name and emerge as the Hollywood Branch of the new organi- 
zation which was farmed in New York City on December 23 and 29, 1946, called 
the Progressive Citizens of America. . This latter group was formed by the 
merger of the now defunct Independent Citizens Committee of the Arte, Sciences 
and Professions and the National Citizens Political Action Committee* 


Progressive Citizens of America 

The new organization, the Progressive Citizens ^^^erica, was formed 
in Hollywood on February 11, 1947, according to Informant^Hp At this 
meeting which was held in the Embassy Auditorium In Dos Angeles , Jo Davidson, 
National Co-chairman of the Proffl”|ss^^C^i£ens of America, was present. Jo 
Davidson has been identified by^^^HI^^Vas a Communist* A elate of 130 
individuals was nominated by a co^Htte^^W>e elected as the Executive Board 
for this organization. Of the 130 persons on this list 26 were said to be known 
Communists* 


The program of the Progressive Citizens of America both In Holly- 
wood and nationally has closely paralleled that of the Communiet Party* This 
was one of the first organizations to most vigorously attack the President's 
proposal for aid to Greece and Turkey, as did the Communist Party. Also this 
organization Joined with the Civil Rights Congress, a national front organisation, 
in protesting against the city authorities of Peoria, Illinois, and Albany, 

New ^ork, who failed to permit Paul Robeeon to speak in the public schools* 

The national organization is now publishing a monthly paper called the "Pro- 
gressive Citizens" • This paper is being circulated by the Hollywood Chapter* 

The Hollywood group is represented on this staff by the following individuals! 
Herman Shumlin; Norman Corwin, radio commentator} John Cromwell, writer; 

Lillian a ellman, writer. Gene Kelly, actor} Frederic "‘arch, actor; Robert W. 

Kenny, ex-California State Attorney General; and Paul Robeson, singer and 
actor* 
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With regard to Herman Shumlin, InforsianlflHB has reported that he 
was one of the endorsers of the American Peace MocRization, a Communist 
front organization, a member of the League of American Writers, and a teacher 
at the Hollywood Writers School. 


Norman Corwin, according 
School for liters and a member of 
Arts, Sciencea and Profess! cos. 




t 

tt? 


was a lecturer at the Hollywood 
ependent Citizens Committee of the 






The writer, John Cromwell, has been referred to by Informant 
having been a member of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee^cr the 
Artey- Sciences and Professions and also. “having participated In a radio forum 
sponsored by the Hollywood Democratic Committee in Hollywood og^January 5, 1945 • 


The writer Lillian Hallman, according to^^^H has been a member 
of the League of American Writers, the American Peff^Mobilization, the Inde- 
pendent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, and connected 
with the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee* 

Actor dene Kelly has been identified as having been a 

member of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Cona^Wee of the Arts, lienees 
and Professions, and a member of the Progressive Citizens of America* 

Actor Frederic March has been referred to by Informant as a 

former member of th^I^egendentCitizens Committee of the Arts, ^Sences 
and Professions. |^^^^^HH^Mhas reported that March is a member of the 
Communist Party* 


Former California State Attorney General Robert *■« Kenny has been 
identified a^^^o -Chair man of the Progressive Citizens of America. He also, 
according to^H|, was affiliated with the National Win the Peace Conference and 
a member of tn^nollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences 
and Professions* 


Singer Paul Robeson has been identified as having been active in the 
American Peace Mobilization, th^tetional rf in the Peace Conference, and the Counci 
on African Affairs by InfarmantJ^HB 

The above referred to organizations are discussed in this section of 
the memorandum, with the exception of the Council on African Affairs, a C ommun ist i 
fluenced group* 

The Hollywood Progressive ^ it leans of imerioa on Hay 9, 1947, issued 
an ultimatum printed in the "Daily Variety", Hollywood trade publication, 
protesting the investigations being conducted by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities and defending the rights of the Communist party in the 
United States* 


Hollywood Anti-Nazi League 


The Hollywood Anti-Nazi League was set up in the motion picture 
industry far the purpose of defending America's democratic rights against 
Nazi influence* The organization had among its original officers such well- 
known Communists as Herbert Biberman, director, and Qail Sondergaard, actress* 
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Following the Hitler -Stalin Pact and the consequent change in the Communist 
Party line from opposition to -fascism to a program of general isolation, the 
organization was liquidated* 

Hollywood League for democratic Action .^r - - 

According to Informant^J^ the Hollywood League for Democratic 
Action was made up of the same people who were active in the Hollywood Anti- 
Nazi League although Ita activities were just the reverse of the Anti-Nazi 
League because of the change in the Communist Party program* Many of the 
leading people in this organization were also identified with the Communist 
Party, such as Dalton Trumbo, Frank Tuttle and John Waxley. The Communist 
‘Party affiliations of these individuals are set out in Section I of this memo- 
randum. This organization dropped out of the picture with the coming of the 
American peace Mobilization* 

The American Peace Mobilization 



jM« organisation was a national Communist firost iDorss&nt wfaich^ 
in Hollywood, was under the leadership of Herbert Biberman. Other known 
Communiste active in thia movement were John Howard Lawson, Belton Trumbo, 

Frank Tuttle and Guy End ore* The Communist Party affiliations of these 
individuals are set out in Section 1* Many of the so-called "intellectuals* 
who had been active in communist front movements in Hollywood were also active 
in supporting the American Feace Mobilization. Probably one of the most 
prominent of these so-called "intellectuals* was Donald °gden Stewart, a member 
of the League of American writers. International labor Defense, Screen Writers 
Guild, an^the Hollywood Writers Mobilization, according to Confidential In- •- 
formant 


The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 

Inf armant^BR' elated that from 1937 on, during the period of the 
Spanish Revolution, numerous Communist front groups were farmed in the United 
States to assist the Communist cause in Spain* Prominent among these groups 
were the Spanish Refugee Ship Mission, the Medical xi ureau to Aid Spanish 
Democracy, Spanish Refugee belief Campaign, friends of the Abraham Lincoln 
grigada. Hollywood Comnittee for Writers in Exile, and the United American 
Spanish Aid Committee, ^heee groups had found membership and support among 


the intellectual group in the Hollywood area.- The remnants of these groups 
were consolidated together with the formation of the Joint .Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Committee. This organisation, a Communist influenced group, was said to be 
interested only in those refugees whose political opinions coincided with 
those who were in control of the Committee. Many prominent individuals in 
Hollywood who had previously associated with the Communist movement were 
active in this organization, including Robert Rossen and Hy Kraft, Communists 
whose Party affiliations are set out in Section I. 


The Actors Laboratory 


A 


— rh e Actors Laboratory, according -to Confidential InfafmantlaMV is 
a Communist controlled institution where screen and stage acting ie purportedly 
taught by directors, actors, and writers affiliated with the motion picture 
industry. He stated that this school was formerly located in New York City 
under the name of the Croup Theatre. The Group Theatre was said to be af- 
filiated with the New Theatre League, an alleged Communist venture. He re- 
lated that the New Theatre League, from about 1932 until 1938* was a propaganda 
agency making use of the stage as a medium which was successful in turning 
'out actors who later served the Comiunist movement in the United States. 


He reported that the Actors Laboratory cooperates with such organisations as 


wie 
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Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions* 


Informanl^U has related that this group, during the war, provided 
entertainment for Army personnel. Many of its past and present instructors 
or teachers and others affiliated with the Laboratory are known Comsunlsts. 
Others have been associated with the communist movement through front organi- 
sations in the Hollywood motion picture industry. “’uch well-known Communists ai 
J. Edgar Bromberg, Edward Dmytrik, and Frank Tuttle have been affiliated with 
the Laboratory as members of its faculty. Hie ^omiunlet Party affiliations 
of the aforementioned ^osmunlsts are eet out in Section 1* 


The American Youth for democracy 

The American Youth for Democracy, a nationally known communist 
youth movement, has received the support Of many Communists and Communist 
sympathisers in the Hollywood area. The American Youth for Democracy 1s a 
successor to the Young Communist League. Among those individuals in the 
motion picture industry who have been active in the support of this group are 
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writer; Albert Halts, writer; Sam Omits, writer; and John Howard Lawson, 
writer, all of wham are known to be Communists. The Communist party af- 
filiations of these individuals are set out in Section I* 



Citizens Committee for the Motion Picture Strikers 


This organization, according to Confidential InformantJH 


set up for the purpose of aiding the strike in the motion picture inaostry 
which occurred in Uarch of 1945* This strike developed as a result of a 
jurisdictional dispute between the Conference of Studio Unions and the IATSE 
and was discussed under the section headed "Conference of Studio Unions". He 
stated that this Committee was under Communist control and that it was made up 
of individuals who were active in such Communist front groups in Hollywood 
as the Hollywood Writers Mobilization and the Hollywood Independent Citizens 
Committee, as well as the Screen Writers' Guild. Known Conmunist Party members. 


according to 
Tuttle, Edwaf 


a^jeil 

rar^^yt: 


were active in leading' this Committee. They included Frank 
rik, and Mrs. Sadie Crnitz, wife of Sam Or nit#, formerly 


a Communist Party functionary in Los Angeles. The Communist Party affiliations 
of Tuttle, Dnytrik and Sam Qmitz are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 
Wolf related that the entire strength of the Communist Party was concentrated 
on the strike through this committee. He stated that leaflets and bulletins 
signed by the Los Angeles County ^onmunist Party and other Cpmmunl at Party 
branches were distributed freely by members of this group who engaged in 
'picket duty. 


The National Committee to win the Peace 

Confidential Informant jMBjr elated that this organization came 
into existence in Hollywood on kI^Tz, 1946, and was sponsored by many indi- 
viduals who have previously been affiliated with the Communist movement through 
various front organizations. In this connection, it should be pointed out 
that the National ^ommittee to win the Peace is known to have been promulgated 
and supported by the Communist Party, its press and supporters. The Los 
Angeles meeting held on May 12, 1946, referred to above, was under the 
guidance of such well-known sympathizers as William Fomerance, Executive 
Secretary of the Screen Writers Guild, and Willis J. Hill, President of the 
Peoples Educational Center. The Communist infiltration and influence in these 
two groups have been discussed in this section of the memorandum. 


The Hollywood Forum 

The Hollywood Forum, according to lnformant^|K was held under the 
auspices of the "Daily People's *orld n . West Coast CoKunTat newspaper. This 
group, devoted to the discussion of Communism or ^ormunlat propaganda, was 
under the control of many Communists and c omm u ni st sympathizers affiliated 
with the motion picture industry, individuals who have been active in this 
group include Waldo Salt, Sam Ornitz, John Howard Lawson, and Alvah Bessie, 
all of whom have been identified as Communi sts. Their Co-mini at Party af- 
filiations are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 



John Barnes and Associates 



In August of 19ho Confidential Informant] 
related that this organization was a recently formed "pubj-iTT^litl Gris "-type 
group which had announced that its functions were to "see that liberal, 
progressive commentators such as are listed as supporting the organization, 
are kept on the air as an antidote to the radio prostitutes who put their 

personal well-being above that of their fellow Americans " Among the 

persons listed as supporting this group who are directly or indirectly con- 
nected with the Hollywood Film Industry are: Averill Berman, radio commentator 
who was a member of the Executive Council of the Hollywood Independent Citizens 
Committee for the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, and Peter DeLima, radio 
commentator who has been connected with the Progressive Citizens of America as 
we ll as the Hollywood Writers Mobilization. All of these organizations mentioned^ 
above hav^been subjected to Communist^ihfiltration or influence. Confidential 
InformantJ^^J reported that also listed as supporting this venture were bus- 
inessmen B^los Angeles, all of whom lean toward the Communist position. 


Western Council for Progressive Business, Labor and Agriculture 


Confidential Informant^^^Vhas related that this is also a pressure- 
•type organization in the Hollywoo^section which cooperates with John Barnes and 
Associates. This group, according to^HK is obviously a Communist pressure 
group because of the names given as supporting it. Some of them are: Paul 
Robeson, Bartley C. Crum, and Robert W. Kenny. The Communist affiliations of 
Kenny and Robeson are previously set out in this section of this memorandum. 
Concerning Bartley C. Crum, the Washington Daily News for September li, 19 U6, 
reflected that Crum was Vice-President of the American Committee for Spanish 
Freedom, a sponsor of the American Youth for Democracy, an initiating sponsor 
of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, 
and a Vice-President of the National Lawyers Guild. All of the above groups 
have been infiltrated or were under the influence of Communists or Communist 
sympathizers . 


The American-Russian Institute 

Confidential Informant ^HVstated in March of this year that the 
American-Russian Institute openec^m office at 6607 Hollywood Boulevard. It 
should be pointed out that the American-Russian Institute is a Soviet 
propaganda-type organization which acts as a dissemination center for Russian 
propaganda in Hollywood. Alvah Bessie, writer, identified in Sectto^T as a 
Communist, and Lewis Milestone, who has been reported by Informan't^^^Vas 
having been a member of the Hollywood Democratic Committee, the League of 
American Writers and the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions, have been affiliated with this organization. Ad- 
ditional information concerning the American-Russian Institute is also set 
out in this summary under the section captioned, "Soviet Activities in Hollywood." 


The Civil Rights Congress 


r 


The Civil Rights Congress is a national Communist, igfont organization 
formed as the result of the merger of the National Fe deratisn'ror Constitutional 
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Included among the CommunlstB who have aupparted this organisation is Frank 
Tuttle who has been identified In Section I as a Communist* In addition, 
Louis Milestone, previously identified in this section of the memorandum, 
together with others who have supported the Communist 
ported this organization. 

Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions 


front movement, sup- * 

4 


According to Confidential InfarmantJ^^^^H^^H^HVof the Los 
Angeles Office, this organization was originaTT^^fflffl^^coSbJt the anti- 
Communist activities of the Motion Picture Alliance for the Preservation of 
American Ideals. At the very beginning it was a loosely formed ..group composed 
of some 21 guilds and unions in the motion picture industry* However, the Com- 
munists seized control of the organization and have taken advantage of Its 
position in an effort to obtain further influence among the intellectuals 
as well as the trade union field in the motion picture industry* 



of Studio Unions, a 


cir^cioser am nation with the Conference 
bjflHHto be under Communist control, 

and pointed out that the "progressive^^^obably referring to the pro-communist 
elonent within the Council) saw the current motion picture film strike as a 
serious threat to the Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions* ' 


group reported 

«T 


The report reflected that the Council had supported measures advo- 
cated by the Communist Party in Los angeles, including the following: 


1* Participation in the fight for radio freedom. 

2. Conferences with Robert Riskin of Offl on educational films 
for Europe* 

3, Protest against the State Un-American Activities Committee* 
4* Support of the proposed State FEPC legislation* 

5* ^ending a delegate to the “in the Peace Conference* 

6* A protest against the banning of the Lena Horne film 
in Tennessee. 


The document also reflected that the Council in the last few months 
has not forgotten the Yugoslavs and the Russians, as well as the drive toward 
World War HI* 
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IY. COMMUNIST ITOUEXE IS MOTION PICTURES - 


• J 


According to Confidential Informant 

wxfsri 


the Communist Party 

for many years has been concentrating on the writers and dlreotore In the 
motion picture Industry for the purpose of Injecting propaganda Into motion 
pictures* these writers and directors being In a position In the creative 
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dialogue and action and the director who Interprets the same are In a position 
to influence th^olitlcal philosophy contained In any given picture. For 
this reason* ^HJhas related* the, political views and background of the 
writer and director are utilised to the fullest extent by the Communist 
Party, -which has resulted in the infiltration of known Comnunists and Comma- . 
nist Party line fellow travelers into the writers and direct oifsV groups. 


BBBhas related that Vorld War II permitted those writers and 
b 


directors vno acted under Communist guidance to insert sequences and episodes 
Into a picture in a most clever manner. For this reason* he related* the 
Communist apparatus in the motion picture industry has been most successful* 
having placed in the majority of war pictures thoe^jflrHere and directors 
who were in sympathy with the cause of Communism. ^BB stated that the 
crowning achievement in this respect wae the picttS^JSTission to Moscow*. 


"Mission to Moscow"* a Varner Bros, release in May of 1943* was 
produced by Robert H. Buckner. Bucfaier w^^^former correspondent In Mosoow 
of the "London Bally Mall". According to||H l he seleoted J. Leyda to 
act as technical director for the picture^ileyda had been In Moscow at 
the same time as Buckner where he had been connected with the Bureau of 
Revolutionary Writers of the Soviet Motion Picture Industry. Leyda is iden- 
tified in Section I of this memorandum ae a Communist. He wae also active 
in the League of American Writers* a Communist front group. 


fnae related that the actual writer of the screen play "Mlseian 

to Moscow n '*was Er skine Caldwell* Caldwell has been a member of the League 
of American Writers for many years* He also made several tripe to the Soviet 
Union. At one time* he was associate editor of "Soviet Russia Today"* a 
Soviet propaganda publication* Prior to August of 193S * he was in favor of 
a collective security. During the life of the Hitler-Stalln Non-Aggression 
Pact* he exported the program of the American Peace Mobilisation and openly 
opposed Lend-Lease and Selective Service. After June 22, 1941* which was the 
date that the Soviet Union was Invaded by the Basis* he called for all-out 
aid to Britain* Soviet Russia and China. 


The picture "Mission to Mosoow" is based upon the book "Mission to 
Moscow" written by former U. S. Ambassador to Russia* Jo*rh 3. Davies. Due 
to the fact that the picture contained pro-Soviet propaganda it wae criticized 
by severed newspapers on these grounds* 
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has related that this picture raised such 1 
controversy throughout USE Uhl ted States it was necessary that the 
Communist technique he changed. He related that the Communists then da- 
cided that the Communist writers and directors must become more subtle. 

Be stated they are now content to insert a line, a sentence or a situation 
carrying the Conraunist Party line into an otherwise non-political picture, 
having found that this method is more effective by reason of the fact that 
it does not appear to be purposeful but Just incidental. He related that 
this subtle method of getting propa^nda into the pictures was not restricted 
to war-type pictures or serious drama. He stated that the Communist mes- 
sage was also conveyed in the eo-called "musicals*. As an example, he cited 
the-pi&iura "Meet the People". He reJLata£ that "Heat the People-*, a Uetro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer production, was a straight musical comedy and would not 
ordinarily be ejected to carry a eerioue political message. However, a 
close examination of the origin of the picture, the background and activities 
of those tixo made the picture, and the obvious Communist inspiration behind 
the scenes, will reveal the method and tactics used by the Hollywood Com- 
munl st elements to utilize the motion pioture Industry for propaganda 
purposes. The play Itself was written by Henry Myers, Jay Gorney and 
Edward Eliscu, all Communists who have been previously identified in Section 
I* of this memorandum. 

'related that these are but few examples of the Communist 
influence in motion pictures. The Communists in influencing the production 
of these pictures do not only dlreot thslr efforts at injecting propaganda 
into the pictures, but also prevent all material that the Party ol^rt con- 
sider objectionable to its current program from appearing in pictures. It 
has been reported that on several instances the Communist element has actually 
prevented the making of certain pictures. 



Among the pictures of this type, according to^^H, was "Uncle Tom' e 
Cabin", written from the book by Harriet Beecher Stowe. ^Production of this 
picture was particularly attacked by elements of the Comnunlst Party due to 
the fact that it was felt that the picture did not reflect a proper attitude 
on the part of the negroes. As a result of thle pressure, this picture was 
withdrawn. Another picture, "The Life of Eddie Elckenbacker" met similar 
pressure. The Comnunlst Party objscted to him because of his expressed 
political opinions regarding labor. He was labeled as a Fascist, a Rati 
sympathizer, a reactionary and an isolationist. Pressure was said to have 
been put on a number of film stars to refute leading roles In the picture. 

It was also said, that a number of writers were threatened causing soma of 
them to refuee to do the script. This again resulted in the pioture being 
withdrawn from production. 

In sunmarlclng the above Information, Confidential Informant 
has stated that this influence of the Communist Party and its eubeervi^^^® 


apparatus in the motion picture industry was exceedingly strong. He 
stated that this influence was facilitated because of Vorld War II and the 
trend toward internationalism, which made it possible for the exponents of 
certain foreign ideologies by contrast to overshadow the genuine effects of 
our American democracy. 

An examination of the list of persons taking part in the production 
of a great many of the motion pictures on our screen today will reflect that 
a number of individuals who are known Communists or Communist sympathisers 
take an active part in the production of theee pictures. Tor Instance, the 
picture "The Strange Love of Uartha Ivers", a Paramount release, .was directed 
by, Lewi a Milestone whose Communist front i affiliations have been previously 
set out; the screen play wae written by Robert loeeen. Identified in Section I 
as a Conrounist; and as a member of the cast was Roman Bohnen, also identified 
in Sectioi^^ae a Communist. These individuals have been referred to by 
Informant as the type vfco would not hesitate to Inject propaganda sequencee 

and suggestions Into the picture. 
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Iawson, Malts, Trumbo, Bessie, Daytrik, Wozlej, Rosso n and Cole are 
Communists and their Ccmmuniet affiliations are set out in Section I of this 
arandu m. Edwa rd 0* Robinson has been ident lfled_aa a Communist by Informant 
Charles Chaplin, accord^gt^HHB may or nay not be a 
nunis t Party, However t ted that Chaplin has 

always gone along with the Communist Pard^BMas helped them financially* He 
stated that Chaplin has financed the Tfest Coas t^gjjgunist newspaper "Peoples 





has been affiliated with the 
ood Anti-Hazi League, 


World, " John Garfield, according to Informant 
Actors Laboratory, the Toung Communist League, 

Hollywood Democratic Committee end the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee 
for the Arts, Sciences and Professions, All of the above organisations, with 
the exception of the Toung Communist League, the former youth group of the 
Co mmun i s t Party, DSA, are discussed in Section III of this memorandum. 


Mikhail Kalatosov, Soviet motion picture representative, came to 
-Hollywood in August of 1943, where be endeavored to purchase American films. 
Among the films be sought to purchase were "Little Foxes" and the "Earl of 
Chicago," The first of these films depicts a degenerate Southern family, the 
latter is a story of a Chicago gangster in England. It may well be a part of 
Kalatozov's plan or propaganda technique to obtain such pictures in order to 
exhibit American life at its worst to the Soviet people, much in the manner that 
Adolf Hitler, through his propaganda ministry, tried to convince the German 
people for several years before the war that the United States i j*a nothing more 
than a nation of Chicago gangsters, Jf 
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The Los Angeles papers carried numerous stories reflecting that 
Konstantin Simonov held a party aboard a Russian Ship anchored in the harbor 
at Los Angeles* Among those who attended this party were Mr* and Mrs* John 
Garfield, Mr. and Mrs* Charles Chaplin and Lewis Milestone* The Los Angeles 
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Herald for May 28, 1946, reflected that the Jack Tenney (California State 
Legislature Un-American Activities Committee) group was going to conduct 
an investigation of this party. It was reflected that the comclttee was 

Interested in the elaborate banquet which was provided for the guests 

"While millions are starving in Europe providing an ironic touch to the 

celebration honoring the proletariat." 

With regard to Simonov's visit' to this country, the June, 1946 
issue of the "Screen Writer," which is the official publication the 
Screen Writers Guild, carried a transcript of an informal discussion held 
under the auspices of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization between Simonov and 
members of the Screen writers Guild. The informal discussion was presided 
over by Dalton Trumbo, a Communist, whose Communist affiliations are set out 
In Section I and who is employed as a screen writer in the motion picture 
• industry. 


This article contained a question propounded to Simonov concerning 
the rights of a writer to his material. Simonov replied that Soviet writers 
do not sell their work outright to the film industry but rather only sell the 
right for screening, indicating that the right for publishing the material 
remains in the hands of the author. It should be pointed out that the Screen 
Writers Guild is the organization supporting the American Authors Authority, 
which program, conceived under Communist guidance, calls for the copyrighting 
and subsequent leasing of screen plays rather than the selling of screen 
plays to producers. 


/ 
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of the people associated with the organisation have been Identified 
either as members of the Communist Party, Communist Political Association 
or closely associated with the Communist movement through front organisa- 
tions. 


__ Rose Madell, vho was listed as 3W,ce President in January of 1947 
~ of Artkino Pictures, Incorporated, is mar tied to Sam Madell, alias. Sam 



identical with Gertrude Ctoor^ in New fork City on February 2, 
1925* ,1 able informant a former member of the Communist 

Party aha’ former confident5^?^^KS^^he New York Office, reported 
that Ginger Robeson, believed to be identical with Ginger Canor, was among 
those present at the Innwood Victory Club of the Comnuniet Political 
Association on February 6, 1945, at New York City. He also reported that she 
was among those present at two other meetings of this same dub, one held 
on December 26, 1944, and the other on January 23, 1945. Nancy Markoff, 
lifted as a telephone operator at Artkino, has been referred to by 
Informant Abraham Naidich as a member of the OQPU, presently known as the 
the present time this allegation has not been proven or disproven. 
However, investigation is being made to determine the exact status of this 
individual. 







VI. INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE MOTION PICTURE 

Industry by the committee on dn-american activities of the 

HOUSfe OF REPRESENTATIVES 


The House Conmlttee on Un-American Activities publicly announced 
on June 20, 1945, that it had voted to investigate subversive activities in 
Hollywood to determine -whether film stars and producers -were involved in a 
plot to overthrow the Government. 

It would appear that this decision on the part of the r ' 'Comal t tee was 
reached as a result of articles appearing in Los Angeles newspapers following 
a meeting in the City of Los Angeles on June S, 1945, sponsored by the "New 
Masses," a Communist publication, and held in honor of William Cropper, 
cartoonist for the publication. Principal speakers included Richard Brans ten, 
also known as Bruce Minton, former contributing editor of the "New Masses," 

-and his wife, Ruth McKenney, also a former contributing editor of the "New 
Masses," as well as Joseph Foster, film editor of "New Masses." With regard 
to Richard Brans ten and Ruth McKenney, it will be recalled that on September 19, 
1946, these individuals were expelled from the Communist Party for an 
unauthorized release of a report on the National Plenum of the Communist Party 
held in July of 1946. 

The Los Angeles papers reflected that the speakers indicated that 
Communist propaganda and activities in the future would be centered around 
Hollywood, that communists were seeking to strengthen their ties with the 
White House, that pressure must be exerted to continue lend-lease to Russia 
and that "the thousands of pretty young girls in our Communist Youth Movement 
must volunteer as hostesses in USO's, canteens, churches, social groups- 
wherever the soldiers, sailors, and marines seek recreation and are prone 
to listen to persuasive voices." The latter quoted statement concerning 
young girls in the Communist movement appeared in the Los Angeles Examiner* 
However, the Agents of the Los Angeles Office who were in attendance at this 
meeting stated that this quotation was an inaccuracy on the part of the paper. 
Tbs Agents attending the meeting also pointed out that the Examiner made the 
statement that the program presented had been "carefully blueprinted in New 
York City by Earl Browder and other American Soviets." No such statement 
In fact had been made at the meeting. 

The Congressional investigation was held as a result, and following 
the investigation the Oomnittee prepared three confidential reports. The 
first report contained many blanket statements and conclusions which did not 
appear to be supported by evidence* 






The first section of this report was devoted to the naming of 
some of the prominent Communists in Hollywood. The second section dealt with 
the Actors Laboratory, a cammuni s t-influe need, group, the Hollywood Independent 
Citizens Conmittee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions (formerly known as 
the Hollywood Democratic Committee), the Emergency Committee on KFT, the 
Anti-Defamation League, the Peoples Educational Center and the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization, all of which were referred to as communis ^inspired 
groups* with brief statements concemingjthe activities of known Communists 
connected with these groups. — 

The next section set forth a list of names of individuals "believed 
to be" members of the Party in the Hollywood area. Section Pour dealt with 
Communist activities in the various guilds in Hollywood and contained for the 
most part general statements concerning these guilds. 

Part Five entitled "Caauunlsts in Labor Unions," was devoted in 
the main to Herbert K. Sorrell, one of the principal, figures in the motion 
picture industry strikes. Part Six entitled "Russian Government’s Interest 
in Motion Pictures," discussed primarily the visit of Mikhail Kalotozov to 
Hollywood. Kalotozov, who was in Hollywood during 1943 was a representative 
of the Soviet Film Industry, Soyuzintorgklno. The motion picture, "Mission 
to Moscow" was also discussed in this section, particularly with regard to 
the newspaper comments made concerning it, indicating that the picture was 
nonf actual and untruthful. The conclusion of the report discussed the 
aforementioned Camnunist meeting held in honor of the "New Masses. * A 
considerable portion was also devoted to the alleged trouble that Ivan 
Levedoff , actor and writer, had in obtaining employment because he was 
opposed to Communists and Communism. 

The second report, which was called a supplemental report, was 
dated September 28, 1945, and reviewed the publications: "International 
Theater," said to be an official publication of the International Union 
of the Revolutionary Committee, published in Moscow, Russia} "The New 
Theater," an American publication, the organ of the Workers Oomittee, which 
was a section of the International Union of the Revolutionary Theater} 
"International Literature," said to be an organ of the International Union 
'-of Revolutionary Writers published in Moscow} and the "T.A.C. Magazine," 
an Anerlc&n publication sponsored by the Theater Arts Conmittee. The 
international and Camnunist connections of these publications from available 
copies were reviewed and set out in this report. 




The third report, another supplemental report, issued early in 
1946, limited its scope to the activities and affiliations of the Conmuniet 
activities engaged in by the writers employed by Metro-Goldwyn Mayer 
Studios. 


This same Congressional Committee on December 3, 1946, held a 
preliminary hearing in Los Angeles concerning the Communist activity in the 
film industry and, according to reports received, only three witnesses were 
called and the hearings were superficial* The Committee announced, however, 
that it would return in January of 1947 to conduct extensive hearings on all 
phases of this type of activity in Hollywood. 

The next statement concerning Communist activity in the motion 
picture industry was made by you in your testimony before this group on 
March 26, 1947. On this occasion you pointed out that the Communists launched 
their attack in Hollywood during 1935* directing their activities at the 
infiltration of labor unions and so-called intellectual and creative fields. 
You stated that the Communist activity in Hollywood was effective and was 
furthered by Communists and Communist sympathizers who used the prestige of 
prominent individuals in the film colony to further their cause. You also 
stated that the Communists endeavored to insert into motion pictures 
Communist propaganda and to eliminate anti-Communist statements* 

Following your testimony you will recall that Eric Johnston, 
of the motion picture industry, testified before this Committee. The 
Washington Post in reference to Johnston's appearance quoted him as stating, 
"As for there being Communist influence in the movies, such an accusation 
is absurd. If Hollywood were a Communist network, I should not be attacked 
every morning in the 'Daily Worker' I — as I can assure you I 
am ---■ 
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As you -will further recall, Father Cronin telephonic ally advised Mr. 

Tamm that Johnston had requested him to draw up a program for the elimination of 
Communists in the motion picture industry. You will also undoubtedly have noted 
that Mr. Johnston and his associates have hired former Secretary of State James 
F. Eymes as their attorney and his first assignment will be to represent Johnston's 
organization when the Un-American Activities Conndttee holds its hearings on Com- 
munist activity in the motion picture industry in Washington, D. C. during September 
of 19^7. These actions on the part of Johnston do not show a consistency with his 
statements as quoted in the Washington Post and referred to above. 


Confidential Informant 

advised that members of the Un-j 



of the Los Angeles Office, 
Sramlttee arrive^, in Hollywood 

on Jay 3, 19U7, amid a great fanfare of press releases and headlines^ to conduct 
an inquiry concerning Communism in the motion picture industry and to ascertain 
specifically the activities of Hanns Eisler, the brother of Gerhardt Bisler, who 
is employed in the motion picture industry as a writer. 


Novelist Rupert Hughes testified before the Committee on May 15, 19li7, 
at which time he stated that Communists dominated Hollywood to a large degree and 
specifically mentioned Charles Chaplin and John Howard Lawson. Jack Whmer, Vice 
President of Warner Brothers Studio, also is said to have testified and complimaited 
the Committee on the work it was doing. 


Chairman Thomas of the Committee complimented Adolf Menjou for his en- 
lightening presentation before the Committee, stating that Menjou testified that 
Communists in the film industry were so powerful that many of the "little people* 
were afraid to move against them. 


Mrs. Lela Rogers, mother of Ginger Rogers, who appeared before the 
Committee, referred to "The Little Red School House" as being the People's Educa- * 
tional Center in Hollywood and also testified concerning an alleged Communist 
statement that her daughter refused to say in the motion picture "Tender Comrade." 


Robert Taylor also testified, relating that he was forced by Lowell 
Mellett, former Administrative Assistant to the late President Roosevelt, into 
playing in a motion picture which favored Russian ideologies over American. The 
Los Angeles Examiner of May 15, 19U7, from which this information was obtained, 
reflected that Mellett was also affiliated with the Office of War Information as 
the Director of the Motion Picture Division. The article further reflected that 
Mellett specifically came to Hollywood for the express purpose of overruling Taylor* 
objection to appearing in the 19U3 release "Song of Russia." 


Other individuals prominent in the film world who appeared before the 
Committee included Screen Actor Richard Arlen and Henry Ginsberg, Vice President 
in Charge of Production at Paramount Studios. Viktor Kravchenko, estranged Soviet 
official, appeared before the Committee and was quoted by the Los Angeles Examiner 
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for i£a y 17, as having stated that Hollywood'was a serious intellectual 

front in the United States and it was necessary to clear Hollywood of the Communists 
and Communist sympathizers* 

The New York Times of jaay 17, 19U7 quoted Chairman J. Parnell Thomas 
of the Un-ioerican Activities Committee as asserting after a week of hearings on 
subversive activities in Hollywood that n 90% of the Communist infiltration" was in 
the Screen Y/riting field, but that the Federal Government had also abetted the work. 
He related that in the testimony of lit actors, writers, and producers, a very out- 
standing point that appeared many times was the influence of the "Government in 
aiding. the Communist conspiracy." - , .. - 

The article also reflected that ilr. Thomas stated he reported testimony 
reflecting that even the 7.'nite nouse exerted its influence on certain people in 
’ Hollywood to have certain pro-Russian motion pictures filmed during the regime of 
the late President Roosevelt. 

He also indicated that he was not only referring to the incident which 
••came out as a result of the testimony of Robert Taylor, but to other statements 
made by actors and producers who indicated how the Government persuaded them to put 
out Communist propaganda in their productions. 
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Reference Is made toTay memorandum to you oi uuiy e,£. 

1947. Attached to the referenced memorandum -was a summary - — 

based upon available Information on Comnroniat infiltration !1«* oSa S* ~ 
Into the motion picture industry. You were advised in referenced — — — - 
memoran dum that additional inquiry * aa t , b fl * iQ * 

GgeTe*. and Hew York Offices in order to obtain a more complete 
end rounded pic ture of the subject matter . The informatio n 
wVi-tnh ban been obtained from these Offices has now been incor- 
po rated i n to a new nummary on l . hff naptlnnaH mb j p i r.ti matt er . 

Jhie s ummary is att ached hereto t 

A digest of the Comnruni et activities set out in the 
■manry will preface the summary for your convenience. The 
suamary is broken down under the following headings: 

I. History md Development of a Comnunlst Party 
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II. Communist Infiltration of Labor Groups 

III. Connruniat Infiltration of Intellectual Groups 

IV. Communist Infiltration in Motion Pictures 

V. Soviet Activities in Hollywood 

VI. Investigation of Commmlst Activities in the 
Motion Picture Industry by the Committee on 
Un-Jbnerican Activities of the House of Representatives 

jl VII. Association of Motion Picture Producers. Incorporated “ 
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October 2 , 1947 


D I IE ST 

CQ^iimiSU IK the: uotiok picture industry 

The Executive Committee of the Communist International in larch 
of 1925 instructed the Communist Parties of the world to turn the motion picture 
into an arsenal of agitation and propaganda weapons of the Cormiunist Party. 

Willi Luenzenoerg, a former member of the /Executive Committee of the 
Communist International, authored two articles/printed in the American Communist 
newspaper, The Daily Worker, in 1925, which pointed to the significance of the 
motion picture as a propaganda medium of the Communist Party* Uuenzenberg 
quoted one of the fathers of Communist teacnihga, V. I. Lenin, as follows: 

t ,■ * 

n You must powerfully develope fils* production, taking especially the 
proletarian kino (motion picture theaters) to the city masses and 
still a much greater extent to the village. You must always consider 
that of all the arts, the motion picture is , for us the most important . M 

Muenzenberg, in his articles, also made the following statements: 

n We must develope the tremendous cultural possibilities of the 
motion picture in the revolutionary sense ... .One of the most Dressing 
tasks confronting Communist Parties on the field of agitation and 
propaganda is the conquest of this supremely important propaganda 
weapon, 'until now the monopoly of the ruling class* Te must wrest 
it from them and turn it against them.” 

“There must no longer be any country in which the Communist 
Party and its group do not make extensive use of the motion picture film. 11 

The printing of these articles by the Daily V/orker can be considered as 
a directive to the American Communists in that it was authored by an internationally 
famous Communist propagandist. 

Communists in the United States following these instructions have 
employed the strategy and techniques outlined by the great Communist fathers, 

Itlarx and Lenin. 
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In order to understand the operational procedures of the Communists 
it is v.ell to consider the aim of the Go:nmunist Party in the United States. 

According to a "Manual on organization of the Communist Party," by J. Peters, 
which was published in 1935, this aim is to overthrow capitalism and establish 
a aictatorsnip of the proletariat.. 

william 2. Foster, present national Leader of the Communist Party in 
the United States in his book, "Toward Soviet America," stated: 

"The leader of the revolution in all its stages is the Commit mst 
party.... The establishment of an American soviet Government will mark 
the oirth of real democracy in the United States.",. 

As an additional indication of the allegiance of the American Communists 
it should be noted that ..illiam Foster, when testifying oefore ti.e Fish Co.mnittee 
of the ?lst Congress in 1930, stated: 

"The workers of this country (United' States) and the workers of 
every country have only one flag. That ’is .the me a flag. That is the 
flag of the proletarian democracy'." ; / \ 

Indicative of the revolutionary cnaracter of the Communist Party is the 
following quotation taken from the "Manual on Organisation ai the Communist Party," 
by J. Peters, in -.which the author quotes from a pledge given by marl Browder to 
two thousand individuals that v.ere being initiated into the Communist Party in 
Few York City ih 1935 * 


"I pledge myself to rally the masses to defena the ooviet Union, 
the land of victorious socialism. I pledge myself tc re.main at all 
times a vigilant ana firm defender oi the Leninist line of the Party', 
the only' line that insures the triumph of Soviet power in the united 
States. 11 

The deceptive tactics, including the use of trickery and suoterfuge, by 
Communists, are also indicated in the teachings of Lenin. Lenin stated: 


"It is necessary to be able to vdtnstana all tiiis, tc a fc ree to any 
and every sacrifice, and even — if need be — to resort to all sorts of 
devices, tianeuvers, and illegal methods, tc evasion and subterfu b e, in 
order to penetrate into trade unions, to remain in tnem, and to carry on 
Communist work in them at all costs." 

In order to fully understand the f ull imocrt of the Communist propaganda 
which is disseminated by the Party and ii.s sympathizers in written or spoxen words, 
the deceptiveness of Aesopian language utilized by the Communists must oe consiuerec 



Lenin, in referring to this brand of Communist doubletalk, stated: 

"...•that cursed Aesopian language. . .which. . .compelled all 
revolutionaries to have recourse, whenever tney took up their pens 
to write a 'legal' work." 

Lenin used Aesopian language for the purpose of avoiding censorship. 
Communists today are using it to mislead the public* 

Information has been received that in 1935, the Communist Party, USA, 
issued instructions to the Hollywood Section of the Communist Party to intensify 
and concentrate their activities in Hollywood and the motion picture industry. 

This directive emphasized the fact tnat the Communists must try to capture the 
labor unions ana pointed out that if this were done the jmions could be of tre- 
mendous service in influencing the type of picture produced. The airective also 
contained a specific call to the Communists requesting /them to concentrate on the 
so-oalled intellectual groups in Hollywood wnich are composed of directors, writ- 
ers, artists, actors, actresses, and nighly paid technicians. 

The infiltration of the motion picture industry, commencing in 1935, was 
one of the important objectives of the Communist farty in the United States. The 
Cormunists recognized the motion picture as an excellent means of molding and in- 
fluencing puolic opinion. The noted Conmunist theoretician, V. J. Jerome, was sent 
by the Communist Party, USA, to Hollywood on several dccasions to carry out the 
orders of the Conmunist Party with regard to the motion picture industry. 'The gen- 
eral plans of tne Communist Party included schemes to capture the labor unions, in- 
fluence management, maxe friends among the company executives and to penetrate the 
so-callea intellectual groups. 

V. J. oerome, in the late 1930's, was assisted in the labor field in Holly- 
wood oy Jeff Hibre, a Conmunist labor leader, wno was active in the Communist crafts 
and unions in Hollywood. 

John Howard Iawson, the Communist screen writer, and Edward Hibernian, Com- 
munist director, who in 1941 were reported as functionaries of the Communist Party 
in Hollywood, played an important role in the Communist plan of attack. Iawson, as a 
leader of the Screen Writers' Guild, was instrumental in getting many Communist 
writers such as albert waltz, Alvah Bessie, Dalton Trumbo, and Henry Blankfort, who 
were sent to him oy the National Headquarters of the Party, into the motion picture 
industry. Hanns Bisler, brother of Gerhardt Eisler, indicated on one occasion that 
he intended to go to Hollywood through the efforts of John Howard Iawson. 

The Communist Party in Hollywooa, has undergone many structural changes 
since it was first organized. The last major change occurred in December, 1945, un- 
der the leadership of John Stapp, Hollywood Section Organizer for the Communist 
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Party, Stapp caused the formation of three sub-sections, namely the 
cultural, the industrial, and the community. The latter two have just recently 
merged into one group. In addition, there are five studio shop units or 
branches located at Universal International, PUD , —-If, Pararuount, and 
Columbia Studios. Y.'aldo Salt, the Communist screen writer, is the organizer 
of the cultural sub-section in Hollywood. A studio grip, Paul Perlir., is the 
organizer of the consolidated community and industrial sub-sections. 

A veiy reliable source has indicated that there are six hundred 
Communists employed in the notion picture and radio industries, in Hollywood, 
California. live hundred and twenty of these individuals nave been identified 
as Communists in that they are now or were members of .the Communist Party, USA, 
or were members of the Communist Political Association, USA. The occupational 
breakdown of these Coumnunists whose occupation has been ascertained is as 
follows; ■/ , 


Actresses £5 

Actors . ..47/ 

Directors / 15 

Produc ers , ; 8 

Valters 1127. 

Publicists V5 

Musicians 42 

Analysts 9 

Technicians 12 

Cameramen 3 

film Editors 1 


Hi sc ellaneous (cartoonists, laborers, office employees, 
artists, and so forth) 62 


A noticeable change has been reported to be taking place in the 
tactical operations of the Communists in Hollywood. This change appears to be 
the result of the attitude now taken by the Government and the country as a whole, 
toward the Communist movement in the united States. 

Former outspokai leaders of the Communist Party, as -well as other 
Communist sympathizers, have drawn back into less important positions and have 
less to say openly in Communist affairs, while those who have not been so active 
or so well known have been forced to the front to carxy on the program, not as 
Communists, but camouflaged as "liberals" and "progressives." 


I 
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Following the Leninist teachings on tactics and strategy, the 
Communists in the motion picture industry are reported to he “boring within the 
anti-Comnunist movement, their objective being to direct these ant i-Conunnist 
movements to less harmful channels, The result is that Coarainists are actually 
attacking themselves or their movement* 


According to a reliable source the Co mmin iet a have actually lost groun< 
in the trade union field because of the failure of the Conference of Studio Union 
The Communists have, however, more than made up for this failure by having their 
sympathizers placed in high executive positions in the motion picture industry, si 
ae directors and writers. This latter type of penetration is more insidious 
because of the reputations and influence gained by those elevated in this manner. 


Among the labor element in Hollywood the principle force of the Commani 


has been the Conference of Studio Unions. This, group is described ^s a bloc of 


Communist controlled /.-unions under the leadership of' Herbert K. Sorrell, who has 
been identified as a former member of the Com^Lniax Party. The/puruose of the 
Conference of Studio Unions has teen reported as /two-f old; (l) that the Union 
desires to keep the general labor situation a^i^ated in Hollywood in line with 
the Communist Party program of creating confusion and (P) to maintain intact the 
leadership of Herbert F. Sorrell* ■ 


it 


The strikes which have developed between the Conference of Studio 
Unions and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees have been for 
the most part uurely Jurisdictional disrates causfed by the Communist bloc in the 
Conference of Studio Unions as a Dart of their disrupt ionist tactics to gain 
control of the labor element in Hollywood* 


^e Screen Writers 1 Guild is one of the first unions which was formed 
in the motion picture industry in the cultural field. It has been under the 
influence of Communists and Communist sympathizers since its inception. The 
purpose of the Screen Writers 1 Guild has been to obtain better conditions for its 
members and to propagate the Communist Party strategy in influencing public opini 
Thefca Communist b and their fellow travelers in the Screen Writers 1 Guild have 
furthered the Communist cause by the dissemination of their Communist ideology 
to unsuspecting writers who are also members of the Guild. The Communist writers 
and "Innocents ' 1 then inject into motion nicture scripts Communist- veiled propagan 
or eliminate anti-Comminist statements or scenes from the original motion picture 
script . 

The Screen Actors 1 Guild has been infiltrated by many Communists and 
Communist sympathizers. Forty-two individuals who have been identified as ConnmiE 
are known to be members in good standing of the Screen Actors 1 Guild. 


The Screen Cartoonists ' Guild is another group wnicn has been under 
the influence of Communists and Communist sympathizers. Known Corminists and/or 
Conn unis t sympathizers have held official positions in the Guild. Close coopera- 
tion has existed between the Communist Party in the Hollywood ares and the Screen 
Cartoonists' Guild. 

The Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions is an organization allegedly 
formed to fight the so-called "Fascist" activities of the Motion Picture Alliance 
for the preservation of American Ideals. Known Communists and Communist 
sympathizers, active in the motion picture Industry, participated in the formation 
of this group and many of these individuals have continued in executive capacities 
in this organization* 

i ' 

In the cultural field the Hollywood Communists have been most successful 
in influencing organizations such as the Hollywood "Viters Mobilization, the 
People's Educational Center, the Hollywood Independent Citizen's oonmittee of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions, and the actors* laboratory. 

i 

t J 

The Communists and fellow travelers , in/the Hollywood Writers Mobilization 
played an important part in writing and producing documentary films for the Overseas 
Branch for the Office of War Information. Ih the Spring of 1^45 the Hollywood 
Writers Mobilization Editorial Committee on /Overseas films was composed of fourteen 
members* ^even of these have been identified) as Conn uni sts. 

The People's .educational Center in Hollywood is an outgrowth of the 
Hollywood Writers School, a Communist school in Los angeles, and it was formed by 
known Communists end active Communist sympathizers. Since its inception this 
group has offered courses on political and cultural matters as well as instructional 
courses with regard to the motion picture industry. The majority of its instructors 
have been identified as Communists or active Conmunist sympathizers in that they 
have been prominent in known Communist Front organizational work in the motion 
picture industry. Such well-known Communists as motion picture Directors Herbert 
Hibernian, Frank Tuttle and Edward Itaytryk have been connected with it in an 
executive or teaching capacity* 

The Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions 
is an organization which was supported by the Communist Party and the Comnunist 
press during its existence* A national Corununist functionary (Lionel Berman) has 
been given credit for participating in the formation of this group* In Hollywood 
the Communist penetration of this group was no exception for the Executive Council, 
at the time the Hollywood unit was established, had fifteen Individuals as Council 
members, who have been described as Communists. Many more members of the 
Executive Council have been affiliated with other organizations known to have 
been infiltrated by the Comnunist element* 




This organization in Hollywood has been described as having taken a part in, 
or supported, all local activities in the Hollywood area which were inspired 
or propagated by the Communist Party. 

On February 11, 1947, the Hollywood Cuapter of the Independent Citizens 
Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, v/ent out of existence and its 
membership formed a new group known as the Progressive Citizens of America, which 
action was precipitated by similar action being taken by the national organization 
on December 28 and 29, 194u, in New York City, It is known that this same National 
Communist functionary, (Lionel Berman), who was active in the formation of the In- 
dependent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, was active in 
laying the plans for the formation of the Progressive Citizens of America. The 
Progressive Citizens of America has ■ established in Hollywood a Council of the Arts, 
Sciences, and Professions of the Progressive Citizens of America. This group re- 
cently sponsored a Conference on Thought Control which was actively participated in 
by many known Communists and Communist sympathizers* 

The Communist Fart .' has concentrated its efforts on the writers and dir- 
ectors of the motion picture industry for a considerable period of tine in an ef- 
fort to have Conr:unist propaganda injected into motion pictures. The writer who 
creates the dialogue and action and the director who interprets the same are in a 
position to influence the political philosophy contained in any given picture. For 
this reason, the political views ana background ' of the writer and the director are 
utilized to the fullest extent by the Communist Party in their effort to disseminate 
propaganda through the motion picture. 

During 'world ,.ar II, these writers and directors, tHio acred under Com- 
munist guidance, wore reported to have inserted excerpts into pictures in a most 
clever manner. 7ne crov/ni ng achievement in tnis respect was the picture "Mission 
to Loscow." However, the open propaganda in this picture was so obvious that 
throughout the United Crates the picture was criticized by numerous newspapers. 

This action resulted in the Communists changing their tactics to a moro subtle ap- 
proach. The Co munists and Communist sympathizers are now said to be content with 
the inserting of a line, sentence, or a situation into a picture which will carry 
the Communist Party line into an otherwise nonpolitical picture. It has been said 
that they have found this method to be more effective by reason of the fact tnat it 
does not appear to be purposeful but rather incidental. This subtle method of get- 
ting propaganda into the motion pictures has not been limited to the serious drama 
but has also included the musical comedies* The Communists have not only endeavored 
to inject Communist propaganda into pictures but have also prevented material which 
the Party might consider objectionable to its current program from appearing in pic- 
tures. 


It is significant to point out that '.Tilliam Z. Foster, national leader of 
the Comnurist Party, USA, in a conversation on September 10, 1947, at Los Angeles 
with Uilliam Schneiderman and Ned Sparks, nest Coast Communist Party leaders, com- 
mented concerning the motion picture "The Best Years of Our Lives" that it was the 
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real "stuff” ana commented on the ::ictures "The Farmer’s /Daughter" and "Crossfire" 
by stating "They are standing them on their ears.” He referred to all three of 
these pictures as very fine productions. These three pictures are discussed in 
Section IV of this memorandum. / , 

Summarily, it may be said that the Conpaun/st Party, through its 
members end Communist sympathizers, has been most Successful in its infiltra- 
tion tactics among the labor and intellectual groups in Hollywood motion 
picture industry. Through the labor element th^y have utilized their dis- 
ruptionist tactics causing strife and unrest. Through the intellectual groups 
they have attempted to disseminate ConxnBXt list propaganda in a very subtle and 
disguising manner through the motion picture, or have prohibited filming or 
production of a^ti-C 01 ^ 11 ^^ material. , 
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SUMMARY ON COUHJNTST DTFTLTRAT IDN INTO THE 
MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY 


I. BISTORT AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY IN tPLLTWOOD 

A. Conuainlst International and National Declarations of 
Interests In Motion Picture Industry 


Wllll Muenz enberg , In an article entitled "Capture the Film I" with 
the sub-title "Hints on the Use of. Out of the Use of. Proletarian Film 
Propaganda* which appeared in the Daily Worker on July 23, 1925, stated as 
follows t 

"We must develop the tremoidous cultural possibilities of the motion 
picture in the revolutionaiy saise....0ne of the most pressing tasks 
confronting Communist Parties on the field of agitation and propaganda 
is the conquest of this supremely important propaganda weapon, until 
now the monopoly of the ruling class, we oust wrest it from them and 
turn it against them." 

In stressing the importance of the motion picture, Uienzmberg calls 
attention to the fact that "the total attendance in the movie theatres of 

gland, France and the United States is perhaps even today (1925) greater than 
the total of newspaper readers in those countries". Muenzenberg also states 
in this article "Not the destruction of tools and technical equipment, but their 
conquest and their turning to the use of the labor movement, for the idea~ 
World of Comminism". 

In a second article by Mierienberg fbund in the Daily Worker of 
Saturday, August 15, 1925, entitled "The Picture and the Film in the Revolu- 
tionaiy Movement", he quotes internationally famous Coranainists concerning the 
importance of motion pictures to the world Coscauiist movement. He quotes 
Vladimir Hitch Lenin in a conversation with Comrade A, V. Lunacharski, the 
former Soviet Commissar for Public S&icatlon, as stating! 

"You oust powerfully develop film production, taking especially the 
proletarian kino (motion picture theatrea) to the c±Vy masses and in 
still a such greater extent to the village. You must always consider 
that of all the arts, the motion picture is for us the mast i^ortant. ■ 
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Muenzenberg also quotas the Chairman of tha Executive Comnlttaa of 
tha Coanuniat intaraat ional, Gregory K. Zinevier, concerning tha motion 
picture aa follows; 

"Tha motion picture in the possession of tha bourgeoisie is tha 
strongest means for tha betrayal and befuddling of the masses. 

In .our hands it can and must oe corns a mighty weapon of Conmunist 
propaganda for tha enlightening of tha widest working masses ." 

Muenzenberg also quoted K. Yoroschilow, who at that time was tha 
Commander of the Red Anqy In the Moscow Military District, as stating; 

"The motion picture, as a cultural plane (the carpenter's tool), 
has won itself a place of honor in the U.S.S.K. It is no less 
popular in the Rad Army than among the worker and peasant masses." 

.He quotes Clara Zetkln who has been referred to as the oldest 
revolutionary woman and an intimate friend of Lenin as stating concerning the 
significance of the film in the Conmunist propaganda; 

"On no account can the Communist movement ignore the propaganda 
power of the motion picture." 

In addition to these quotations cited oy Muenzenberg, ha also 
wrote in his article as follows; 

"....In ths factories or after working hours we could show the workers 
by means of trick film ths constant lowering of their living con- 
ditions, of the actual lowering of their wages in comparison to the 
rising prices, and thus demonstrate the actual working out of 
bourgeoisie control of politics and industry, 

"There are hundreds of motives and objectives that can oe utilized 
in film propaganda. Ve are not oblivious to the colossal censor- 
ship difficulties, technical and organizational obstacles, that stand 
in the way of all these suggested plans. Much groundwork would 
already be won if we could put every Conmunist party and organization 
into a position to show a monthly film chronicle of the most important 
happenings in Soviet Russia, and thus to bring the development of this 
strongest prop of the international proletarian and revolutionary 
movement into the clear vision of the masses." 

Muenzenberg also relate*, 

■* 

"But next to nothing nae been done to put the film into the arsenal 
of agitation and propaganda weapons of the Coemzuniet Party. Quite 
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properly the enlarged Executive Committee of the Comintern in 
Uarch, 1925 , called attention to this shortcoming, and instructed 
all affiliated Parties to concern themselves much more than 
formerly in turning this weapon to this service. Leading Com- 
rades of the International have repeatedly and emphatically point- 
ed out the tremendous significance of the film propaganda." 

Ibenzenberg conclude 3 this article vdth the following statement: 

"There must no longer be any country in which the Codinunist Parity and 
its groups do not .make extensive propagandist use of the motion pic- 
ture film." 

With regard to the aforegoing quotations, it should be pointed out 
that they were taken from the Daily Worker, which is the Communist daily paper 
for the eastern part of the United States published in hew York City. The 
author of this article, .Villi Liuenzenberg, was for many years a Party function- 
ary of the Communist Party of Germany in Charge of Publications and Propaganda. 

He was generally considered to be the "Czar of Propaganda and Publications of 
the German Kommunitische Partie Deutschland." Confidential Informant, Harvey 
Gilbert Wolf, a former member of the Com-amist Party and a reliable paid in- 
formant of the Los Angeles Office, has stated that kuenzenberg v;ho is now de- 
ceased, was at one time a member of the Executive Committee of the Co.imunist 
International. He related that kuenzenberg was not in the United States at 
the time this article was incorporated into the Daily Worker but that it was 
incorporated into the Daily Worxer and the fact that it was reprinted would be 
considered by the Cauaunists as a directive to be followed. He related that he 
has noted in the international correspondence in the past years that Willi kuen- 
zenberg has attended Plenums of the Communist International in Woscow, juissia. 

B. Communist Tactics. Strategy and kethods of Operation 

In order to more clearly point out the motivating forces which cause 
Communists to carry out the teachings of marx, Lenin and Joseph Stalin and to 
indicate the aim and objective of the Communist movement, quotations from various 
Co-omnist periodicals and other authoritative sources are being set out in this 
section. In addition, reliaole sources have indicatea various methods of opera- 
tion and tactical procedures used by the Communists, in some instances with re- 
tard to the motion picture industry, and these are also being set out in this 
section. 


The coanuiirt at hies oust be considered In order to visualise the 
true si gnificancs and contact of the tactics and states ants of Cooraaniste 
and their fellow travelers. Lenin summarized this morality when he said* 

"Our morality Is entirely subordinate to the interests of the class 
struggle of the proletariat... .For the Communists, morality con- 
sists entirely of compact, united discipline and conscious m ass 
struggle against the exploiters. Ve do not believe In eternal 
morality, end we expose all the fables about morality. 11 

It is clear from Lenin's st at ament that the lndividial Comminist' s 
ethical judgmovt is subservient to the will of the Communist Party. Accord- 
ing to Lenin, the Coomunlst code of ethics must reflect that the truth 
should give way to the class advantage. In other words, the Conmunists* 
word only has as mich value as their conception of the interests of the 
class straggle may dictate. 

The aim of the Coauamlst Party In the Chited States is clearly 
Indicated in "A kanual on Organization" of the Comminist Party by J. Peters 
published In 1935* According to this manual, the Comminist Party's aim is 
as follows* 

"The CoEBunist Party of the USA leads the working class in the 
fight for the revolutionary overthrow of capitalism, for the 
establishment of a Socialist Soviet Republic in the United States,. 

William Z. Foster, present leader of the Comminist Party in tbs 
United States, stated in the book entitled "Toward Soviet America"* 

"The leader of the revolution in all its stages is the Comminist 
Party ....Ths establishment of an American Soviet Government will 
mark the birth of real democracy in the United States. For the 
first time the toilers will be fres, with industry and. the 
government in their own bands. Now th^r are slaved* the 
industries and tba government are the property of the ruling 
class." 


To further show the allegiaice of the American Oomounists, it 
should be noted that William Z. Foster, when testifying before the Fish 
Committee of the 71st Congress in 1930, stated* 

"The workers of this country (the United Statee) and the workers 
of every country have only one Hag. That la the red flag. That 
is tha flag of the proletariat democracy." 


In addition,* to show the true revolutionary aovoeit of the Com— 
ninlsts in the United Statee, an excerpt of a pledge glvai to 2,000 individuals 
who were being initiated into the Comminist Party at New fork City in 1935, 

Btfl Browder, at that time heed of the Oominiat Party, USA, stated in part* 


t 
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"I pledge ayeelf to rally the masses to defend the Soviet Union, 
the land of victorious socialism* I pledge nyself to remain at 
all times a vigilant and firm defender of the Leninist line of the 
Party, the only line that insures the triumph of Soviet power in 
the United States." 

The deceptive principles employed by the Oonnunist Party have been 
indicated ty their use of trickeiy and subterfuge to enploy a tactic or gain 
an objective* The following quotations of V* I* Lenin, regarded as the 
"great god" of the American Connunists whose writings are their blble, are 
being set out as indicative of the above. 

"The strictest loyalty to the ideals of Comsunism mist be combined 
with the ability to make all necessary practical compromises, to 
maneuver, to make agreements, zig-zags, retreats, etc., so as to 
accelerate the ooming to power..." 

"It is necessary to be able to withstand all this, to agree to 
any and every sacrifice* and even — if need be — to resort to all 
sorts of devices, maneuvers* and illegal methods* to evasion and 
subterfuge* in order to penetrate into the trade unions* to re- 
main in them, and to carry on Coranainist work in then at all costs." 

In order that one can readily recognize the Communist propaganda 
disseminated in written or spoken words, the deceptivenesa of the Aesopian 
language utilized by the Oomminists mist be considered. Lenin, in referring 
to this brand of Communist double-talk, statedi 

"....That cursed Aesopian language... which. ... compelled ail revolutionaries 
to have recourse, whmever they took up their pais to write a "legal 1 
work." 

Lenin used it for the purpose of avoiding "coiaoratdp" . Communists 
today are using it to mislead the public. 

Indicative of the method of procedure utilized by the Comminist 
Party is the following quotation taken from the publication entitled "Program 
of the Comounist International" which reflects that the Comminist Party 
"extends its influence over the majority of menfcers of its own class* in- 
cluding workingmen and the working youth. To achieve this, the Comounist 
< Party must secure proletariat Influence in the broad mass proletarian organ- 
isations (Soviets* trade unions* factory committees* cooperative societies. 
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sport organisations, cultural organizations, etc.). It is particularly 
important for the purpose of winning over the majority of the proletariat, 
to gain control of the trade unions, which are genuine mass working class 
organizations closely bound up with the every day struggles of the working 
class. To woric in reactionary trade unions and skillfully to gain control 
of them, to win the confidence of the broad masses of the industrially 
organized workers, to change and 'remove from their posts' the reformist 
leaders, represent important tasks in the preparatory period." The preced- 
ing quotation was found in this publication under the beading, "The funda- 
mental Tasks of Comminist Strategy and Tactics". 


Confidential Informant of the Los Angeles 

Office who is a former member of th^SmnainisW^aSy in the Los Angeles area 
and has been closely affiliated with the motion picture Industry for a con- 
siderable period of time, has stated that there has been a noticeable change 
in the general tactical lines and methods of operation in the Comminist 
Party in the film industry. He stated that this Is apparently die to the wave of 
expo sals of Individual Comministe and Conminist Party line followers in govern- 
ment and other circles as a part of the broad campaign of the attack now being 
waged on Comnunism. He related that there has resulted a change in its 
method of operation and tactics to meet these conch. tions. He stated that 
some of the former outspoken leaders of the Cotmminlsts as well as Cofimunist 
synpathizers have drawn back to less ln?»rtant positions and have less to 
say openly in Communist affairs, while those who have not been so active or 
so well-known have been forced to the front to carry on the program not as 
Conminist s but camouflaged as "liberals" and "progressives". 


Informant m^^as related that these Conminists are even boring 
within the anti-Communist movement with the objective in view of taking over 
the movement and directing it to less harmful channels, the result being that 
Comminist 3 are attacking themselves but not sufficiently vigorously enough 
to basically harm themselves or their movement. He related that these are 
all a part of the tactics which were laid down at the Leninist School of 

"st rategy and tactics". It should be pointed out that this informant^ 

being a former member of the Communist Party, has considerable 
Lee ge "of the Conminist strategy and tactics. 



[stated it ia becoming more and more apparent that the Qsnminista 

are using prominent sympathizers in the motion picture industry to further 
their polid.es. He stated that by using these persons of high standing and 
Influence, the Comminist Party hopea to cover up these individuals' real 
Comminist connections. He continued by stating that the following top pro— 
dicers over a period of years not only engiloyed Consunist a aid Conminist 
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sympathizers, some of whom were notoriously known , bat have prot acted them 
whenever their names or reputations have been exposed to pibllc notices 


David Selsnick Samel Goldwyn 

Warner Brothers Charles Chaplin 

Walter Wanger 



| analyzed the situation in Hollywood by relating that producers 
in the motion picture industry could dean up the Comminist movement if they 
saw fit, He stated that up until recmitly there was no reoorded instance 
where the Hollywood motion picture industry or any of its top influential 
leaders had ever denounced Oosunmism or Communists publicly. Basically, he 
said, they are "internationalists". Because of this, the activity of the 
Comminists and their sympathizers who do not really work for the Coomunist 
cause increases day by day with added influence in all departments of the 
motion picture industry. 


As an additional part of the general program for Comminis^pene- 
the motion picture industry. Confidential Informant 

the Lob Angeles Office stated that the Comminist rartycon- 
sldered the importation of known pro -Comminist In divi dials into the Holly- 
wood area of great significance. 

Confidential In formant also related that a large percentage 

of this pro -Comaunist element was brought into Hollywood diring the period 
from 1935 to 1944. Many of these individuals were European refugees who came 
to this country following the rise of Nazism in Burope and were employed in 
reliable positions in the field of writing and directing. The majority of 
these people, although not openly admitted members of the Comaunist Party, 
have shown a sympathy to the Comminist cause or have moved in Comminist 
circles in the motion picture industry. Among the exiled refugees prominent 
in pro -Soviet and Comaunist circles in Hollywood is Hanna Elsler. Harms ELsler 
is the brother of Gerhardt Elsler who was recently convicted on contempt of 
Congress. Harms Staler has been the subject of an un-American Activities 
Committee inquiry into the motion picture Industry. Harms Elsler has an 
extensive record of Soviet and Comaunist affiliations both in the United States 
and Sirope which had been brought to your attention in a separate memorandum 
dated July 11, 1947. 


Confidential Informant J 


provided information in- 
dicating that the Comnunists have recently lost ground to some extent in the 
trade union field because of the failure of the strike of the Conference of 
Studio Unions. He Indicated, however, that the Comminists have core than made 
up for their failure ty having mary of their sympathizers placed in high 
executive positions such as directors and writers. He related that this lattmr 
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<yp« of penetration is nor* Insidious because of the reputations and influ one# 
gained by those elevated in this manner. An outstanding exanple was the 
appointment of Do re S chary to be Director of all production at RKD Studios. 

Mr. Schary has followed the Conunmist Party line for many years, has engaged 
in the activities of and s upported a number of Comnunist influenced organ- 
izations. Informant ■Violated that his important position affords him 
complete protection against any charge by an outsider that he has been in- 
volved in Comnunist activity. This pattern appears to be followed closely, 
according to Wolf, and extends throughout the Industry, tending to make it 
somewhat sacred for any critic! an of a definite or specific nature. 


C. Early Couuaanlst Party History and Organization in Hollywood 


ConfidOTtial Info rmant f the Los Angeles 
Office related that the Leagie ofAmeric^^riters^al a convention held in 
New York City in April of 1935, decided to fora a Pacific Coast Branch of 
the League of American Writers and related that* that time Waldo Prank 
was the National Secretary of the League of American Writers. 


A complete record and report on the first American Writers Congress 
has been published by the International Publishers, edited by Henry Hart. 

This report contains all the addresses delivered at this Congress. It includes 
an article by John Howard Lawson entitled "Technique and the Drama" • 

Quoting from an introduction appearing in this book concerning the 
First Amo - lean Writers Congress, it states* 

"We propose, therefore, that a Congress of American Revolutionary 
Writers be held in New York City April 26, 27 , 28, 1935; that to 
this Congress there be invited all writers who have achieved some 
standing in their respective field and who have clearly indicated 
their sympathy with the Revolutionary cause; who do not need to be 
convinced of the decay of capitalism, of the inevitability of 
revolution. . ..We believe such a congress should create the League 
of American Writers, affiliated with the International Union of 
Revolutionazy Writers. In European countries the International Union 
of Revolutionary Writers is in the vanguard of literature and 
political action." 

Prominent Hollywood writers listed as being on the call to att md 
the first and second American Writers Oongr esses included such Individuals 
aai Guy Ehdore, John Howard Lawson and Samuel Omit*. All tfeee of theae 
individuals are idsitified in tide section of the menmranAin As Ooasainists. 
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With regard to the Congress of American ^evolutionary Writers 
which created the League of American Writer* t it should he pointed out 
that thia la one of the organisations which was declared subversive by tha 
Attorney General in that it came within the T»rrlev of Public Law 135 of 
the 77th Congress which was superseded by Public Law 644 of the 77th. Congress. 

The United Progressive Hews of September 31. 1976, reflects that 
sons 25 writers attended the first local (Loa Angeles and Hollywood) meeting 
of the League of American Writers on Sunday night and that included in this 
group wae V, J, Jerome (true name Isaac Romaine)f The United Progressive Hews 
i 8 a defunct veekley paper, formerly distributed in Los Angeles. A known 
Communist, Ellenore Boglglan, aka, Xllenoro Abowiti was one of seven members of 
the paper's staff In 1936. Fy the way of Identification, it should ba pointed 
out that V. J . Jerome is one of the leading theoretician# of the Co mwm lst 
Party now holding the position of Associate Editor of tha monthly theoretical 
organ of the Communist Party, "Political Affairs". 

'The Daily Worker of September 23, 1933, contained an article by 
V. J. Jerome entitled "Marx, Lenin and Stalin on the Pole of the Communist 
Party". Comments by Jerome In the conclusion of this article are as follows: 


"And on our own celebration day of the 14th anniversary of our 
Party's founding, we must hear in nind that our Farty lias as its 
guide to action the teaching of Marx, Lenin and Stalin embodied 
in the program of the Communist International, We must realise 
that our central task is to win over the majority of the working 
class." 



?n considerable information collected by 
(concerning the Conrpirist Party's activities 
in Los Angeles and Hollywood, stated that in 1934 there were actually only 
35 or 40 Communist members in Hollywood connected with the motion picture 
Industry. Ho stated they were attached to the Los Angeles Section of the 
Communist Party. However, he related that in 1935, 7. j. Jerome, identified 
above, came to Hollywood from Hew fork in an effort to organise Communist 
Party units in Hollywood among the writers, producers and ectore. 



In substantiating the informaMbi^e^ou t. heretofore in this 
section. Confidential Informant the Los Angeles Office, 
who has amassed considerable da^^oncSfnfn^uWnunlst activities in the Los 
Angeles area and who_l s at present an( 

, related that tne wri.iuin 

Sotra^pict^^^ffaustry gained impetus through mich organisations as the 
League of American Writers, the American Writers Congress and tbs League 
Against War and Fascism, all of whlchwers Communist front groups. He also 
related that V. J. Jerome, the Communist theoretician, came to Hollywood 
In 1935. 
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Jormer Confidential Informant 
Office* who ll a rati rad T .os Ano-slwa nallca o 




>j inU iTOb) came 
Communist branches. 


f the Los 
Aha former! 

related that V. J. 
ywood and set up, in the motion picture Industry* 



John L. Leech* who in 1934 was the organisational Secretary of 
the Communist Party in Lot Angeles County* testified before a Los Angeles 
County Grand Jury on August 14* 1940* at which time he stated that 7. J. 

Jerome (Victor Jerome* true name Isaac Bomalne) was sent to Hollywood in the 
latter part of 1935 by the Communist Party Central Committee* Hew York, to 
improve cultural work* taking over these duties from Stanley Lawrence. 

Leech stated that V. J. Jerome helped organize study clubs and coordinated 
Party work between Hollywood and downtown Communist sections. Leech related 
that Jerome brought John Howard Lawson (Communist screen writer) to Holly- 
wood. In^eech's testimony* ha also made the remark that Jerome had the 
aid of Jeff Klbre* labor leader whom he identified as a Communist. Leech 
stated that In the latter part of 1935 Jerome formulated plans to establish 
an underground Communist unit among the film elite. All dues and contri- 
butions aa well as reports were to go dir ectly to Na tional Communist Party 
Headquarters In New York City. Informant of the Loo Angsles 

Office, previously identified in this sectrS^^Hated that Jerome secured 
the aid of Nora and George Hellgren in Hollywood. Nora and George Hellgren 
axe identified in this section at Conmunlsts. He stated that Jerome utilized 
Nora Hellgren in connection with the Communist plan to set up branches in the 
motion picture industiy in the Ho llywood area. This information was also 
substantiated by Informant ho related that Hellgren did most of the 

"leg work" including the of errands and collecting of dues for Jerome* 

He also related that Jeff Kibre was at that time closely associated with 
V. J. Jerome. 


Informant the Los Angeles Office related 

that in the Spring o^l 93 ^fhTT^a^wSl a member of the Communist Party, 
direct orders came down from the top structure of the Cocmunlet Party, U.S.A. 
to all units in the Los Angeles Area instructing them to Intensify and 
concentrate their activities in Hollywood and the motion picture industry. 

The directive emphasized the fact that Communists must try to capture the 
labor unions and pointed out if thie were done* the unions could be of tre- 
mendous service in influencing the type of picture produced. The directive 
also contained a specific call to the Conmunlsts requesting them to concen- 
trate on the so-called intellectual groups in Hollywood which are composed 
of directors, writers, artists, actors and actresses and the highly paid 
teehnlciaae* 
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oirolnt of the New York Office, has related that one of the objective* 
of the Conmunist Party (tiring the period of his membership (1935 to 1945) 
was to Infiltrate th^ Industry. He related that from the time 
of his asslgnment^HiimHHHV 111 1935 * ther « * very definite 
emphasis placed oi^Tn^ddscussion^find activities of the Party leaders on the 
program of establishing and strengthening Commnist influence in Hollywood 
and penetrating the motion jfcture industry ideologically* He stated that 
the national officers of the Conmunist Party looked upon this program as 
being very important and considered it as an excellent means of molding and 
influencing public opinion. stated that the Conmunist s' interests 

in the motion picture industi^^ere not aitirely divorced from other interests 
on the '.Test Coast. He stated, for example, that there was a sort of link 
between the activities of ferry Bridges and We^^^ast shipping and the 
Conmunist 4fl-flltratlon program in Hollywood. ■H^f’stated Bridges was well 
acquainted with the Hollywood producers and of the "Hollywood 

crowd". He stated that they helped each other to their mutual advantage. He 
also recalls that the Conmunist infiltration of the motion picture industry 
was definitely on the agenda when former Conmunist Party leaders and the 
current national leader, William 2. Foster, visited the '.Vest Coast and parti- 
cularly the Los Angeles area. 


In September, 1939, the Ins Angeles County Comamist Tarty published 
a pamphlet portraying the 20 year history of the Comnunist Party in Los 
Angeles County, fhe pamphlet is known under the title “Two Decades of Progress" 
Its reference to Hollywood and cultural groups reflects that members had in 
early years penetrated cultural groups and various theater groups. In 1939, 
the geographical organization of the Conmunist Party in Hollywood was based 
on street units and not Industrial units. Uembers belonged to the units in 
their respective neighborhood and not units pertaining to industry. The 
pibli cation listed 2 studio units in 1939, namely the Culver City Studios 
Branch with Frank Oats as President, and the Hollywood Studios Branch with 
l&lton Henry as President, both attached to the 15th Congressional District 
Section of the Communist Party. Li 1939, the Ios Angeles County CoaoinLst 
Party was organized ty branches and sections under a geographical division 
similar to the political assenMLy and congressional district respectively. 

"2 Decades of Progress" in 1939 quotes Sail JTeed, President of the East 
Branch of the C 0 nnmni st Party as stating* 

"Our Party has either Initiated or assisted in struggles, for 
better housing, progressive election victories, and the union- 
ization of Hollywood. ■ 


The &at Branch, according to this history, was th« a unit of the 
15th Congressional District Communist Party Section, an area covering 
Bollywood Boulevard between Fairfax and Hoover Streets • 


Confidential Informant^^^^^^^^^^^Hstated that sometime 
following the period diring whic!^W^flWo^^BBs Cagney was the subject 
of such publicity as being nixed up in Oomnunist activity (1940), V* J. 

Jerome made a trip to the West Coast at which time he spent approximately 
six weeks in Hollywood for the purpose of straightening out the situation 
there. Jerome reorganized the Hollywood Branch of the Co^ Party 
separating top ranking stars and big name personalities* ■^^^spedfic ally- 
recalled Jerome's having told him of a change that had beSI^Hff^ in the 
handling of money coming in from the Comnunist Party of Hollywood whereby 
the "center" (Comninist Party National Headquarters) took over the collec- 
tion of funds from that area* This step was taken because it was felt 
that the West Coast was receiving too large a share of money coming In 
from Hollywood* 

According to Included in the general plans of infiltra- 

tion of the motion pict^^^Tndnstry were various schemes to capture labor 


istry were various schemes to capture labor 


unions, influence man a gem ait, make friends among the company executives 
and to penetrate the so-called intellectual groups. He stated by mobilizing 
the Comnunist Party back of a particular picture which was to the liking of 
the Comnunist s, management was put on notice that it could expect tremendous 
support from the Comnunist Party in an effort to make the picture a success. 

H^J^referred to the motion picture actor, Lionel Stander, aa 
having been a most active Comoinist leader in the Hollywood professional 
set and to the fact that Stander was very difficult to handle because he 
was too Leftist* In referring to Jerome's visit to Hollywood he stated 
that Jerome conferred with lead^s among the professional set Including 
Stander, Edward G. Robinson and Frederic March. 

elated that the first real impetus to the infiltration of 
the motion picture industry was the sending of John Howard Lawson to Holly- 
wood In 1941 or earlier* He stated that Lawson, who was already a fairly 
successful playwright, was ssit for the specific purpose of doing Party 
work. He related that at the time Lawson left New fork he was a member of 
the Conminist Party* He stated that he was sure Lawson was one of the 

WmWa 1 . .1 ± si 4 a*. J . _ * a . _ «* . ^ ± ^ . =. ± 


^ WA« miyxc siwimtion ana was sanx xo Ho-Liywooa ty Comnunist Farty 
officials in Mew Yoik for the specific purpose of getting things organized 
there and promoUng the Comnunist Party's influence in the motion picture 
InAistry. flHHVreoalLed that following Lawson' • arrival in Hollywood 
almost any^Elsum.st who could write would be sent by the national office 
to be pit under Lawson's wing. Ja this connection, it should be pointed out 
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that Lawson was ths first President of tbs Scrssn Vrltsrs Ckiild whic^^^ 
discuss ad lb greater detail in another section of this ■eoorw&fea. Uggj 
related that Lawson had ths Party sand hi* authors "Just so long as -&ney 
had at least written a book? , because he could take cars of the* and 
therety would be helping the Party. Be related that Lawson's effort a ■re 
■ost successful. Among ths writers who were seat out to Hollywood under 
this progrs* were Albert Malts, Alwab Bessie, Dalton Trunbo, Michael 
EL an kf art and others whose senes he could not rsoall. 


It should be noted in this connection tna 
et the present tine Hanna Staler is in Qollywood and haa been one of the 
subjects of ths Un-Aaerican letiTltlss ''ona&ttee's lnrestlgation into Cob- 
■mist actirity in the notion picture Indistry. 
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proof of Comniniat Party membership of important Hollywood paraaiagem 
waa not available or known to the Los Angeles County ^omnunist ran* 
functionaries* 








was ascertained uuu. one ui wie ouojects discuss* 
tlon of the ConrmurLst Political Association along the oonnunlty lines in 
place of the previous industrial branch setup* Hiring the discussion, 
'Williamson was asked what should be done with people such as vnion leaders, 
professional people and motion picture Industry people since they could 
not afford to become active in comminlty clubs and probably m>uld refuse 
to do so. Williamson ruled that exceptions had to be made In cases of thia 
type and that for their bookkeeping purposes, they should be attached to 
an Assembly District Community Club but permitted to meet separately and have 
their' own club. 




it was a scertained through^ 

I Elizabeth leach that sne was in the 

the functionaries of the Party and through them the 
nenfcership^of the Northwest Section, advising them that the section setup 
was to be disbanded and new cultural groups were to be formed. During 
this reorganization, accor ding to information receive d from a most reliabl 
but very de licate 


le ouu members of the fiortnwest bedtlOTl <51 the Communist 
Party were transferred to community groups and the remaining 300 were 
assigned to cultural clubs. Through a most reliable but very delicate 
source, it was ascertained that at the time the new cultural groups were 
formed in January, 1945, the old Section Executive Committee was replaced ty 
the Notion Picture and Radio Commission. The names for this new comnLssion, 
according to this source, were submitted to Carl Winter, Chairman of the 
Conmunist Political Association in that area, for approval. Although the 
full name of each of these individuals was not set out, an identification was 
effected by Agents of the Los Angeles Office who were familiar wLth the 
Coanunist Party setup in the Hollywood area at that time. 


The following names are believed to have been selected and 
submitted for approval to Carl Winter: 


John Howard Lawson 
Bill Pomerance 
Pauline Lauber 
Madeleine Ruthvan 
Oeorge Willner 
Georgia Backus 
Bemie Lusher 
Waldo Salt 


George Pepper 
Narval Crutcher 
Mischa Altman 
Rex Ingram 
Sam Moore 
Margaret Bennett 
Si Smith 
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All of the above listed individuals with the exception of Madeleine 
Buthven are idoitified In this section of the memo ran dun as Coranists. 

Tilth regard to Huthven, it should be pointed out she was a former Organizer 
of the Oomnunist Part/ and dose associate of Comsunlst Part/ functionaries 
in the Los ingel es area. 


camber, 1945, it was ascertained that she no longer int aided to keep 
her position aa the Organizer of the Hollywood Section of the Communist 
Party, whereupon Information was received through this source that John 
Stapp was made the Organizer. 


following the appointment of Stapp, Confidential Info man 

,ce and 
' rela 1 
t was divided into 

three sub-sections, namely > 

Community Sub -Section 
Industrial Sub-Section 
Cultural ■Sub-Section 




Confid 
who is 

of the coomnist rarty 
broken down as follows! 




Information as to this reorganization wg 
1 Inforu 


The Connunity Sub-Section contained people living in the 
Hollywood area not employed In the motion picture or 
radio industries. 


The Industrial Subjection included individuals employed 
in the motion picture and radio industries on a labor or 
craft basis, holding positions from that of Assistant 
Director down. 


The Cultural Sub-Section was to include the cultural people employed 
in the motion picture and radio industries, holding positions 
comparable to that of Director on up, such as writers, producers, 
and actors. 

According to this source, each sub-section bad an Organizer as 

follows! 


( 


uomnumty ^uo-oscuion 
Industrial Sub-Section 
Cultural Sub-Section 

Info roant and^H 

Organizer, works full time as a Party 
the notion picture Indistry. 


Sid Share 
Paul Berlin 
Waldo Salt 


related that John Stapp, the Section 
nctionary and is not employed in 


Sid Share, Organizer of the Comainity Sub-Section is unemployed 
according to these source^because of poor eyesight* With regard to this 
Sub-Section, Informant related that plans were undnr way to dis- 

band it and consolidate I^wrth the Industrial Sub-Section. 

Paul Perlin, Organizer of the Industrial Sub-Section, was 
employed for several years as a grip at the Universal Pictures Coiporation 
until he went out on strike* 

Waldo Salt, Organizer of the Cultural Sub-Section, Is a Screen 
writer under contract to RED Studios. 

3hf oroantflHHHftrelated in June, 1946, that the controlling 
body for the Hollyw^cRertlon was toiown as the Section Executive Committee 
and was made up of the Sub-Section officers, the Chairman of each of the 
20 clubs in the Sub-Section and 1 additional delegate from each club* 

According to Confidavtial Informant 
the^£^Anee^^Offi^^wh^hold^thepo si tion 

w^^^^wmnunR^rart^iav^Deei^eSaDlished at the Universal -International 
Studios, RKO Studios and Metro-Coldwyn-ttayer Studios. He stated that in 
addition, Paul Perlin, who is the Organizer of the InAistrial Subjection 
of the CoB&mnist Party in Hollywood, had advised him that an industrial 
branch bad been established at the Paramount Studios which has developed^ 
Into one of the largest branches of the Industrial Sub-Section. 
also related that he had learned from Dorothy Stein, who foraerl^ra^ne 
Membership Director of the Contain it y Sub-Section of the Hollywood Section 
of the Communist Party, that the Oomnunlst Party also had an In di atrial 
branch at Columbia Studios. This same source related that in an effort 
to revitalize the IhAistrial Sub-Section and to provide further for the 
closer cooperation between the Comnunity and Industrial Sub-Sections, these 
2 groups were consolidated In June, 1947. 


Aocording td 
Secticn are aa follows 



the new officers of the consolidated Sub- 


( 
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Paul PerHn 
Dorothy Forrest 
Dorothy River a 
Helaar Bergman 
Jack Flyer 
Jack Sniff en 
Noun Light 


Organiser 

Organizational Secretary 
Membership Director 
Educational Director 
Literature QL rector 
Press Director 
Financial Director 


Accor din^t^thes^so^ces^a^well as a most reliable and very 
delicate source surveillances, John Howard 
Lawson , Elizabet^^Sacf^lmii^ancnonnSt app , in carrying on the work of 
the Northwest Section and, as it is known today, the Hollywood Section of 
the Los Angeles County Concunist Party, maintained contact with the 
Headquarters of the Los Angeles County Comunist Party. 


On June 13, 1947, Henry Kinston, National Organizational Secretary 

of the Co imnn 1 st Party, USA, was in Los Ang eles, Californi a, and on that 
occasion, according to information 



stating 

entire country and that one person mist be re* 
Section to the National Office. He indis 
Stapp, the Hollywood Section Organ!: 



discussed 

was important to the 
hie for the Hollywood 
person should be John 


Informant ^■■^^^^^H^mm^^estimatea the membership of the 

Hollywood Section at the Eiae at approximately 900 persons. Of this 

number, the Party records >fidicate approximately 600 are employed in the 
motion picture and radio industries. Of the 600, it has beaa verified that 
approximately 300 are actually employed in the motion picture industry 
today. 


5. Co main 1st Party Membership in Hollywood 

The Comnunlst Party in the Hollywood Motion Picture area has developed 
an organized body, particularly among the unions and cultural organizations. 
There are at the present time 520 Individuals In Hollywood who are or have been 
identified as Comnunlst «. These individuals are either connected with the 
Hollywood motion picture indistry or the Hollywood radio industry. 


There is set out hereinafter a list of these Individuals who are 
or have been 
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esployed either in the notion picture industry or the radio industry* This 
list will ccntain the names of the individuals identified as cammnists, 
their occupation and whether or not this occupation has been verified* The 
first 6 coluans will reflect the dates on which the individuals listed were 
idwtified by a most reliable but very confidential source as Comma ill sts in 
that they were members of the Communist Party or the Comaunist Political 
Association. A brief paragraph explaining each of these cdums ia being 
set out prior to the list in order to fully describe the information set 
out in the list of individuals iderfLfied as Comuunists. 

I, Member Comunlst Political Association, August 31. 1944 

An "X" will appear on the list under Roman Numeral I when the 
individual was Identified as a member of the Communist Political Association 
on August 31, 1944. This information was obtained from a most reliable but 
very delicate source who related that the individuals listed were members of 
the Northwest Section (Cultural Section) of the Communist Political Associa- 
tion as of August 31, 1944. This source provided. In addition to the 
individuals named, the 1943 or 1944 Communist Party, USA, membership book 
number or the Communist Political Association, USA, membership book number 
Issued to the individual. 

II. Membership Communist Fblltlcal Association, January 8, 1945 

Under the column headed Roman Numeral II an "X" will appear when 
the individual was identified as a member of the Northwest Section of the 
Comaunist Political Association in Hollywood, California, as of January 8, 

1945* This identification waa effected through the same most reliable but 
veiy delicate source. 

m* Membership Comaunist Political Association, January 16, 1945 

In the colunn headed Roman Numeral HI, an "X* will appear follow- 
ing the names of the individuals who were idsitified as members of the 
Co maillist Political Association in Hollywood, California, on January 16, 

1945* This identification was also effected through the same most reliable 
but very delicate source. 

On this occasion this source provided the final lists of assign- 
ments to the various cultural groups in the Hollywood area. In addition, 
this source provided the names of the functionaries and the dub breakdown 
of the cultural people in the Communist Party in Hollywood. It also established 
membership in the Comaunist Political Association aid set forth a lengthy 
list of new Communist Party recruit a. This source, in addition, provided the 
1944 Communist Political Association membership cards. 


1.U 
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IV, Uombcrship Communist Political Association, February 2 6, 1 

Under this column, captioned ”IV", an B X n rd.ll appear folloninc the 
names of individuals who havo boon identified as members of tlie CoLmunist 
Political Association on February 26* 1 in Hollywood* California, Tiiia 
identification was also of footed tlirorgh this same ri^st reliable but very 
delicate source, Biis source provided the 19hy Communist Political Associa- 
tion cembersliip card number. In addition, the source also provided the 19U5 
registration cards which refloctcd the background on the individuals including 
address, sex, occupation, distiict wiiore employed, union affiliation, and 
whether tho individual subscribed to the "Daily People’s TTorld'', Tost Coast 
Communist publication, 

V, Ugnbcrshlo Connunist Party, USA, Hovcnbcr 19, 

As you will recall, the Communist Political Association was dis- 
solved invthe summer of 19h$ and subsequently tho Communist Party, U3A, 
undertook tlie project of rc^istcrinc its members under the reconstituted 
Cocmunict Parly. Therefore, under tlie column captioned "V”* an ’’X" will 
appear followin'; the names of the individuals who were identified as members 
of tile Communist Party in Los Angeles or Hollywood, California, as of 
November 19, 1915* Tids identification v;as a-ain effected tliroujjh this 
samo most reliable but very delicate source of information, 

Tliis source indicated that on tliis occasion, due to Hie reconstituted 
Cocnunist Party’s security consciousness, the registration cards wore less 
suscoptible to identification. In some instances tho club had actually cut 
out the section containing the member's name, Othor clubs !iad indicated the 
person’s name by a nui±>er and numbered tlicra in soquenco. Other clubs had 
also inserted initials which appearod to bo false. However, according to tiiis 
source, there wero lists of names riving the first name and last initial 
accoiapanying oach ^roup of registration cards. As a result, it was possible 
to ascertain the probable identities of a substantial number of Individuals 
registered at that tine, 

VI, I-Iaabcrsliip in tho Communist Party, U3A, Lay 29, 19'i7 

An "X" vdll appear under tlie caption ’’VI" following the nano of 
an individual who lias been identified a3 a member of the Communist Party in 
Hollywood affiliated with tho motion picturo or radio industries ac of 
l*y 25* 19U7, Ibis identification vas effcctod by another most reliable 
but very delicate source of information, 

VII, Occupation 

Under colunm "Vir*, tlie occupation of most of the Comunists identified 
in Columns I tlirouch 71 is set out. It should be pointed out tiiat tliis occupation 
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has be« ascertained ty Agents of the Los Angeles Office ly contacting respon- 
sible officials in the film industry, reliable sources in the various studio 
unions and guilds, confidaatial informants and Hollywood periodicals and 
publications* 

VTTT, Occupation as verified ly investigation — July 2l^ucust 6, 1947 

Unless otherwise indicated in Colunn VIII, the occupation of the 
individual Comnunists has been verified ly Agents of the Los Angeles Office 
through investigation between July 21 and August 6, 1947* In this connec- 
tion, it should be pointed out that employment in the motion picture crafts, guilds 
and unions is of a floating nature. Workers are transferred anong studios at 
the discretion of the unions in many instances, i’he average motion picture 
takes approximately 3 months to make and the unions attempt to keep their 
personnel active which requires a certain amount of transferring. 

-ft should also be pointed out that the Conference of Studio Unions, 
comprising a number of the crafts and unions, is currently on strike and none 
of the members of these unions are actually presently enployed in the industry. 
However, their names have been set out in this list and their occupations 
indicated as well as their employment verified at their former place of employ- 
ment in view of the fact that they will resume work in the industry following 
the end of this strike. In specific instances, it will be noted that a certain 
date is set, cut instead of an "l" under this colum. In those instances, the 
information was obtained from a Credit Eureau or other source and reflects the 
last date that the records indicated the individual was employed in the listed 
occupation in the motion picture industry. It should also be pointed out that 
if an individual carries a union or guild card and is in good standing with Ids 
union, he is considered as an active employee of the uiotion picture industry. 

In sane instances, union records have indicated that these individuals have 
been suspended or are delinquent. *uite frequently a person in this classifi- 
cation will , by paying up his dues, become active in the entertainment field. 

The Los H ngeles Office is continuing its investigation to verity 
the employment of all individuals reported as Comnunists. Hawever, due to 
the fact that a great number of the names are common names, difficulty has 
been encountered in determining exactly which ones are the Comnunists. Also, 
it must be considered that some of the names obtained thrai^i this most 
reliable but very delicate source may have been Party names which will cause 
the verification of employment to be a much more difficult job. 

In specific instances, it will be noted that certain individuals 
whose names are set out on tlds list, have been identified as members of the 
ny^nis^Ptf^yor Conmunists by reliable confidential informant a such as 

In this Instance no "X" will appear under motions I through 
viTutrather, following the Individual name, the name of the informant will 
appear and the year in which he identified the individual as a Comrainlst will 
be set out. 
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Adams, Alice 


VI II 
Verifi- 
cation of 


Occupa- 

j H in IV V VI VII lion, 7/21- 

8/31/44 1/8/45 1/16/45 2/26/45 11/19/45 5/25/47 Occupation 8/6/47 

X 


Adams, Charlotte 


X Movie Painter 


Adams, John 


X Motion Pic- 
ture Photo- 
grapher 


Adler, Lulla, aka X 

Lulls Rosenfleld 

V 

Albert, Doris X 

Albert, Sam X 

Alexander, Muriel X 

Alland, Bill 


XX X 

X X X 
XX X X 
XX X 


Actress 

Musician X 

Musician X 

Actress 

X Film Director 


Allen, Dede 

Altman, Mischa X 

Ames, Bobert 
Anderson, Charles 
Atkins, Frances 
Atlas, Dorotly X 

Atlas, Leopold __ X 

Aubregr, Will X 

Auerbach, Leonard 
Babb, Dorothy X 

Babb, Sonora X 


X X 
X X 
X X 

X X 
X X 


X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 


X 


X 

X 


Musician X 

X Prop maker 

X Projectionist 

X Actress 

Writer X 

Writer X 

Actor 
X Actor 

X Writer 

Writer 
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Backus, Georgia, ala 

Mrs. Berman Alex- 
ander XXX X X Actress X 

Baraman, Ben 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Barsoan, Norma 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X . 


Writer 

X 

Bass, Phil 






X 

Musician, 

AFL 

X 

Baumfeld, Frances 

X 


X 



X 

Analyst 

X 

Beard, Cecil v . 

X 


X 



X 

Artist. 

X 

Bede, George 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Writer 

X 

Bela, Nicholas 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Writer 

X 

Benedict, Les (Len) 






X 

Secretary - 
Motion pictures 

Bengal, Ben 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Writer 

X 

Ben off, Kac 

X 


X 




Writer 

X 

Bercovlcl, Frances 


X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Bercovlci, Leonardo 


X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Bergman, H el mar 






X 

ELectrician 

X 

Berkeley, kart in 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Writer 

X 

Barkman, korria 






X 

Painter 


Bernardl, Harold 






X 

Actor 


Bam son, George 



X 

X 

X 


Actor 

X 

B«T 7 , Gla<fcra 

X 

X 

X 

X 





Barry, Jack 

X 

X 

X 

X 



' Director 

X 
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Bessie, Alvah 
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Bessie, Helen 

X 

X 

X X 



Actress 


Beverly, Helen, aka 
Helen Cobb 

X 

X 

X X 

X 


Actress 

X 

Beyea, Franklyn 





X 

Machinist 

X 

BL barman, Edward 

X 


X 

X 


Artist 

X 

Biberman, Herbert 

N* 

X 

X 

X X 

X 


Writer, 

Director, 

Producer 

X 

Billings, Harry 





X 

Film Tech- 
nician 

X 

Bimkrant, Arthur 

X 

X 

X X 

X 


Writer 


Birquist, Lillian 

X 

X 

X X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Hlaine, George 





X 

Technicolor 

Studios 

X 

Blair, Vary 





X 

Actress 


Blake, Barbara 





X 



Blake, Melissa 





X 



Blake, Villi am 





X 

Film tech- 
nician 

X 

Blanchard, Robert 

X 


X 



Screen Cartoonist 

Blanco, Leo 





X 

Technicolor 

X 

HLankfort, Henry 

X 

X 

X X 

X 

X 

Writer 

X 

BUnkTort, Michael 

d 


pp4947) 



Writer 


Blobena, Louise 





X 




/ 
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Block* Kalman 


X 

X 

X 



Uuelcian 

X 

Blowits, Bill 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Wiitsr^ 


(William F.) 







Publicist 

X 

Bohnen, Reman 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Actor 

X 

Bollory, Jam* 






X 



Bordages, Isa 

X 






Writer 

X 

Boroti, Allan 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Vilter- 

Producer 

X 

Boxer, Hannan 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Brack onrush, Louis 






X 



Bran, Phoebe, aka 







Actress 


Phoebe Carnovsky 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Brandt, Janet 






X 



Brandt, Louis 






X 

Ass't. 

Director 

7-1-46 

Braun j Irvin 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Free lance 








Writer 

7-2-45 

Bridges, Dorothy 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Actress 


Bridges, Lloyd 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Actor 

X 

Brodine, Russell 






X 

Musician 

X 

Bromberg, Joseph 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Actor 

X 

Bronson, Valter 






X 



Brosda, Maurice, 
aka Morris Browda 


X 

X 

X 



Musician 

X 

Brora, Virginia 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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Browner , Selma 
Bichman, Harold 
Buchnan, Sidney 

Bunin, lev 
Bums, Jessie 

Burrows, Abraham 
Burton, Frank 
Burton, Val 
Butler, Hugo 
B utler, Jean 
Byrd, Willie B. 
Cameron, Bussell 
Camovslqr, Morris 
Caro, Jacobina 


t/hv- 1/8/45 ™4/45 2^26/45 11/19/45 5)25/47 0c2p««4>" vMic.Uo. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Writer 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

Producer- 

Writer 

X 






X Prodxcer 

12-16-43 

X 


X 

• 


Writer & 
Analyst 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X Writer 

X 





X 

Writer 



X 

X 

X 

X 

Writer 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

X 

X 


X 


Actress 







X 







X 


X 


X 

X 

X 

Actor 

X 

X 


X 



Dance 

Instructor 



Carter, George 

Caruib, l£Lckqr 

Casetta, Marla 

Caaeoa, April 

Caetellano, Edward 

Qiamberlain, Howard 
aka Howland Chamberlain 


X Electrician A 

Z 

X 

X Bookkeeper X 

X * Actor A 


( 
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Chanin, Carry, aka 
Gerry Schlein 

X 

X X 




Chapman, Clarise 

X 

X X 




Chapman, Thomas 

X 

x X 


Writer 


Chassan, ULrlam 



X 

Musician 

X 

Child, NelUse 



X 



Christlieb, Don- 

X 

XX x 


lirsician 

X 

dark, Angela 



X 

Actress 


Clark, Maurice 

X 

XX X X 


Writer 


Clarke, David G. 



X 

Actor- 

Student 

X 

Clayton, Roger 



X 



Cobb,. Lee J. 

X 

X 


Actor 

X 

Cohen, Ralph 



X 

Electrician 

X 

Coke, Dalton T. 



X 



Cole, Beatrice 



X 



Cole, Boyd E. 



X 



Cole, Iester 

X 

XX x X 


Writer 

X 

Coles, Nat 


X X 




Oollins, Linda, aka X 
Mrs. Richard Collins 
Stage name Dorotty 

Co min gore 

XX X 


Actress 

X 
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Occupation Veri.fi cation 
Writer X 

GolU a, Jamas 

X 

X 

xxx 


Musician 

X 

Colson , Martha 




X 



Compinsty, Dorothy 


• 

X 


Musician 

X 

Co rap in sky, Manuel 



x 


Musician 

X 

Coodley, Ted 




X 

Make-up 

Artist 

X 

Corey, George ^ 


X 

xxx 


Writer 

X 

Crutcher, Korval D. 

(See Page 

of Sunn ary Memorandum) 


Union Official 


Dagget, Charles 



X X 


Publicist 


Daigle, Alfred 

X 


X 

K 




Danfort h, Helen 




X 



DaSilva, aka 

DeSilva, Howard 

X 

X 

X 


Actor 

X 

Das sin, Jules 

X 


X X 


Director 

X 

Davis, Florence 




X 



Davis, Norma 




X 

Actress 

RND Studio 

X 

Davis, Phil 




X 



Davis, Sid 




X 

Actor 

X 

Decker, Bunnie 




X 



Da sean, Paul 




■ X 

Film Composer 

X 

Dstsch, Helen 




X 

inter 

X 

DeVinctfit , Mlcohel J, 




X 

Actor 

X 


I 


J 



i n n i iv v vi vxi vni 

8/31/44 1/8/45 1 A 6/45 2/26/45 11A9/45 5/25/47 Occupation Verification 


DJLFlore, Lina X 

Btuondstein, Marion 
DLfflondstein, Norton 
Dlmsdal e, toward X 

DU, Harlan 


X 

X 


Musician 


Writer 


Oiytryk, Edward 


XX X X 


Drdlik, Frank 


Duignan, Ruth N ' 

Eassan, Paul 

Eastes, Larry 

Eastman, Mary Lou 

Blglay, Leslie (Negro) 

Eldridge, Florence, aka 
Mrs* Frederic March 

Elf man, Sam 

ELiscu, Edward X 

Elliot, Faith X 

Oils, Mary Jo X 

Ellis, Ray™ 

KLwood, Matilda 
ftjdore, Guy X 

Btfleld, Cyril x 



Director X 

X Goldwyn Studio X 

X Composer I 

X 

X Machinist X 

X 

X 

Actress X 

X 

Director & 

Writer X 

Actress 

Actress X 

X Actress 

X 

writer X 

Publicist 


29 



( 


j 


Guntt, Betty 


Gereh, PM 111 p 
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X 

X 


Gibson, Julie 
Q Libert, Ed 
Gilbert, Frances 
Gilbert, Jody 
Glass, Ned 
Goff, Lloyd 
Goldberg, Martha X 
Goldblatt, Harriet X 
Go lab, Nathan 
Goodwin, Finley 
Gordon, Bernard 
Gordon, Don 
Oordon, Julian 
Go me y. Jay X 

Go rosy, Sandra X 

Gottlieb, Endice Shapiro 
Qougb, Lloyd (l«L Inft* 


X 

X 


X X 


X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X X 


X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 


Screen Actors 
Guild X 

Notion picture 
Agent X 


Actress 

Designer 

Actress 

Actor 

Actor 

Musician 

Musician 

Painter 

Writer 

Analyst 

Technician 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

^^-48 

X 

X 

X 


Writer, cow- 
poser, producer, 
lyricist X 


Writer 

Musician 


X 

X 



July, 1947)1 
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j Actor X 

X Musician X 


Los Angeles, 1945) 


Writer 


Musician 


Writer 


Musician X 

Sound Director 

UGU X 

Writer X 

Film Technician X 


11944, 


Wardrobe Dept. X 


Actor 


Actor 

Actress 


Actress 


X 


producer A 

miter 


( 


Halford, Norris 


i ii hi iv v vi vii vin 

8/31/44 1/8/45 lA*/45 2/26/45 UA9/45 5/25/47 Occupation Verification 


Kellgren, George 


Executive of 
Movie Credit 
Union 


Hellgreo, Nora 


Writer 


Herman, Hi riel 


Writer 


Hertz, David 


Writer 


HUberman, Libbie 


Holland, Tom '•* 


Actor 


Holmes, Ellen 
Holzer, Herbert if. 
Honrtrose, D. C. 


Hood, Edward P. 


Painter 


5-10-46 


Home, Victoria 


Actress 


House, Mary 
Hovey, Constance 


Hov^-, Serge 


Musician. 


Hovey, Tamara 


Musician 


Hubley, Claudia 


Screen cartoonist 


Huggins, Roy 


Writer 


Bighee, Merle 
Hughes, R. 





Idrisa, Ramil 

I tt jti i7 v vi vu vi n 
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X XX X Ibsician I 

Inge, Joe 





X 

liisic editor 

X 

Ingram, Rex 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Director- 
Writer -actor 

X 

Irwin, Leslie 





X 



Jackson, John 



X 

X 




James, Don 

X 


X 

X 


Writer 

X 

James, Lilli th 

X 


X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Jampal, Uiriam 





X 

Singer 

X 

Jarrico, Paul 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Jarrico, Sylvia 





X 



Jasper, Helen 

X 


X 





Jasper , Marjorie 





X 



Jones, Keith 





X 



Jones, M. 





X 



Kadish, Ben 

X 

X 

X 

X X 


Writer 


Kahn, Gordon 

X 

X 

X 

X x 


Writer 

X 

Kast, George 





X 

Musician 

X 

Katz, Helen 


X 

X 

X 




Kaufman, Oliver 





X 



Evan, Chuck 





X 



Kflndn, Jeanne 


X 

X 

X 

X 

Actress 


Killian, Victor 

X 

X 

X 

X X 


Actor 

X 





?\ 


» 

M * 



) 


King, Don 

I II III IV V VI VII VIII 

8 / 31/44 1/8/45 1/16/45 2/26/45 U/19/45 5/25/47 Occupation Verification 
X X X X Publicist 

KraXt, Hyman 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Kraanow, Ban 






X 



Lamar, Bill 






X 

Electrician 

X 

Iamar, Trvuan 






X 



landers, Harry 






X 

Actor 

X 

Iang, David 



X 


X 


Writer 

X 

Iardner, Ring W*, 

Jr.X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Larkin, Kathrine 






X 



la Lay, Phyliss 






X 



Lawson, John Howard X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Lawerence, Marc 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Actor 

X 

1m, Canada 

X 






Actor 

X 

Lee, Sandra 






X 

Film technician X 

Lees, Robert 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

V 

A 

Lehman, Eugene B. 

% 





X 

Am. Federation 
of Musicians X 

Lennart, Isobel 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Lenten, Miriam 






X 



Leeaner, Herbert 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Musician 

X 

Levy, Melvin 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Lewie, Harvey 






X 





A 


V_> 

J 
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Lewis, Herbert Clyde 

X 

X X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Lqyda, Jay 

X 





Director 


Lloyd, Norman 


X 

X X 

X 


Actor 

X 

Logan, Bimphrqf 





X 



London, Joe 





X 

Laborer 

X 

Lusher ; Bernard 

X 





Union leader 


MacClelland, Ken 





X 



Maes, Simone 



X 


X 

Analyst 

X 

Mahler, Lillie 

X 

X 

X X 



Musician 

X 

Malta, Albert 

X 

X 

X X 

X 


Writer 

X 

VI oM M ITn a1/ 

A<uui| iiowa 





x 

Technician 


Mann, Winnie 





X 

Actress 

X 

Manoff, Arnold 

X 

X 

X X 

X 

X 

Writer 

X 

March, Frederic 

(Confidential InformantdMjJ||| 


J 1947) 

Actor 

X 

Marchionni, Charles 




X 

Lab Techni- 
cian 

X 

Marlow, Brian 

X 

X 

X X 

X 


Writer-Actor 

I 

Mason, Esta 


X 

X X 



Actress 


Matt i son, Mathew 





X 

Analyst 

7-29-47 

Mayer, Ray 


I ' 

X X 



Actor 

I 

M«adr. Phyllis 





I 

Secretary 

X 

lCcHigh, Xitty 

X 

X 

X X 



- Actress 

X 

Me Kenney, Ruth 



■BL947) 



Writer 

X 




( 


McNeil, Allan D 

McVeigh* Paul 
(UcVey) 

Meadow, Leon 


I rr ill IV v vi vn vin 
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It 


Actor 

Writer 


Meltzer, Saul Louis (A veiy reliable but most delicate source reported 

lieltzer was a member of the Cocnrunist Party in 


Los Angeles in 1943) 


Mendel ssolm, Lafcadio 
Menkes. Gertrude 
Menken, Lawrence 
Mesches, Arnold 
Miller, John X 

Miller, Patricia X 
Miller, Virginia 
Millholland, Charles X 
Uischel, Florence X 
Mischel, Joseph X 
Morgan, Joe (Q 

Morlqy, Hank (Henry) 


(Discontinued paid Info man 


Writer 


Attorney-film x 


Actor 

Actress 


Writer 

Analyst 

Writer 


1946) 


Actor and 
film tech- 
nician 


Morley, Karen, aka 
Keren Victor 

Moore, Irving 


Actress 

Writer 


Moore, Sea 


37 


i n 
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Kyera, Henry X X 

nr iy v vx Til vm 

1/16/45 2/26/45 11AV45 5/25/47 Occupation Verification 
X X Writer X 

Moss, Jack X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Producer^ 

Actor 


Mullen, Virginia 





X 



Murphy, Maurice 





X 

Actor 

X 

MTers, A1 X 

X 

X 

X 





Myers, Barbara X 


X 






Nelson, Ruth X 

X 

X 

X 



Actress 

X 

Nicholas, Geraldine X 

X 

X 

X 

X 




O'Conner, Norman 





X 

Theatrical 

announcer 

X 

Offner, Herbert X 

X 

X 

X 



Musician 

X 

O'Tlaherty, E. B. 





X 



Oranata, Edward S. 





X 



Orse, Rosemary S. 

(Urse, Rosemary S.) 





X 



Omit*, Sea X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Orszag, Jean, nee 

Jeanette Grossman 





X 

Secretary 

X 

Paige, Clinton 





X 

Electrician X 

Palaatky, Alexander 





X 

Actor 

4-2-47 

Palsy, Stanley 

X 

X 

X 



writer 

X 

Parker, Lillian 





X 



parka, Larry X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Actor 

X 


i n 

8/31/44 1/8/45 
Pathe, Paquerette 

m 17 v vi 
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vn vin 
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Pederson, Peter 





X 



Peel, Spencer 





X 

Screen 

Cartoonist 

X 

Pelleti, John Virgil 





X 

Actor 

X 

Pepper, George 



X 





Perlin, Pail X 


X 



X 

Movie Laborer 

X . 

Peters, John 

N* 

Philips, Peggjr 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Writer 

X 

Phillips, Webster C. 





X 

Free lance 

Make-up artist 11-19-45 

Pini, Lea 



X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Pinney, Ted 





X 



Place, Kermit 

Polonsky, Abraham 




X 

X 

Writer 

X 

Pomerance, "William 


X 




Former Union 
Official, S 3B 


Powell, Homer 





X 



Prager, Stanley X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Actor 

X 

Pratt, Carolyn 





X 



Preston, Lou 





X 

Painter 

X 

PrlTel, LucLen X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Actor 

X 


■J 


X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 


i n iii iv 
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Ragsdale* ^rron Young 

Ragsdale* Lacalla W. 

Rapf, Maurice 

Ravetch, Irving 

Reed, Valerie 

Reid, Arnold 

Revel, Elaine 

Revere, Anne 

Reynolds, Jack 

Richards, Robert L. 

Richardson, Carolyn 

Richardson, ilelonie 

Richardson, Willi am L. 

Rinaldo, Frederic D. X 

Ripps, Harry X 

River, Joemey 

River, W. L. X 

Robeson, Paul 

Roberts, Stanley 


V 

11/19/45 


vi vn vm 
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X Set Director X 


X 


X 



X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 


Secretary 

Writer 

Writer 


X 

X 

X 


Actress X 

Technician 

Writer 

Actress 

Film Writer I 

Technician 

Writer X 

Singer and 
Actor 

Actor's Agent 
Yfriter X 


Robinson, Earl 


Composer- 

Musician 


8-2-47 


40 
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Bo bln son, Edward G. (C. ' 

Robinson, Jerry X X 1 1 

Robison, David X XX 

Robison, Naomi 

Rofheart, Leonard Jay 

RoKL, Anita 

Rohl, Dave 

Rolfe, Edward v ' X XX X X 

Roma, Margaret 
(kargrit) 

Romano, Amelia X XX X X 

Romano, Vary 


Roseau, Robert 
Roth, Esther 
Roth, Hairy 
Roth, Richard 
Rot stein, Herman 
Rousseau, Louise 
Rubens, B. 
RnArl ck, Stella 
Buskin, B. 
Ruskin, Shimen 


X X 


X X 


vi tii vni 
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Actor X 

Writer 

Script reader 
X Actress X 

X Electrician X 


Actress -writer X 

Actress X 

Secretary- 
Screen Readers 
Guild X 

Writer X 

Musician X 

Musician X 


Writer an* 
director 
Writer X 


Actress 


Actor 




an, Ralph 
k, Gus 
It, Waldo 
uni els, ilirray 
indell, Bea 
indell, George 
anford, John 
anford, Harguerite 
aul, Oscar 
aylin , Marcella 
chaft el, George 
;chnelder, Paul 

Teld, Bernard 
Virginia 


x n m 17 . v . 
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Z 

z 

X 

z 

X 


^S> - 

rginia 


Schuler, Dorothy 
Schnartz, Zack 

Soott, Adrian 
Sef finger, 3-n 
Seigel, Sanford 
Sello, Leonard 
Sellers, K#y 


Z 

X 

X 


X 

z 


z 

z 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

z 


z 

X 

X 

X 


vi vn vin 
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Z 


Writer X 

Writer X 

Musician Z 

Musician X 

Writer X 

Writer X 

Writer X 

Writer 

Writer X 

Writer X 


X 


X 

x 


X 

X 


Screen 

Cartoonist 

Pro dicer 


Actor Z 

Musician * 

Actress 


I 

8/31/44 

6*1 Tin, Mia Z 

II 

1/8/45 

III IT T 

1/16/45 2/26/45 11/19/45 
X 

n Tit tiii 

5/28/47 Occupation Terlficatlar 
Union official 

Shaw, Baa 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer and 

Assistant Director 

Starwood, Stanley 






X 



Shore, Vila* 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Short, Anita 






X 

Musician 


Short, Bobla 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Actor 

X 

Siegel, Sea v 


X 

X 

X 

X 


Musician 

X 

Siam one, Mika 






X 

Writer 

X 

Sklar, George 

X 

X 

X 

X 



inter 

X 

Saith, Art 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Actor 

X 

Saith, Corinne 






X 

Analyst 

X 

Saith, Id, wa» 

Israel Male risky 

X 

X 

X 



X 

Tila technician X 

m 

Snith, Harold, aka 
Hal Smith 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

inter 

X 

Saith, Jaaee 





• 

X 



Smith, Lit* 






X 

Ceraaio 

worker 

X 

Saith, Milton 

X 

X 

X 

X 



inter 


talth, Balph 






X 

Painter 


Saif fin, Jana 






X 

Secretary 
Movie AH 

X 

flqyder, Mike 


• 

• 




X 

literary 

Sept. 

X 


43 



Solomon, Jack 
Solomon, Louis 


I II m vr V 
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Sondergaard, Gale, 
aka lira. Herbert 

BLberaan X I * * 

Sorrell, Herbert K. (Member ship in Oommnist Party -1938 i 

memorandum Page 


Spencer, Helen M, X 

Spencer, Ray X 

Stapp, Join (C.I. 

Steele, Dorothy 
Stein, Philip 
Stevenson, Philip 
Stewart, Gordon 
Stillman, San 
Stone, George 
Strauss, Theodore 
Sullivan, Glenda X 

TaffeL, Bess X 

T«mer, Harry 
T areal, Mary X 

Tarloff, Frank X 

Th<**y, Jacques 


X 

X 



-1947) 


Z 

X' 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 


vi vii vin 
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X 

Writer X 


Actress X 

See Su unary 

Union Official X 


Writer 


X 

X 

X 


Hollywood Section 
Organizer of 

C.P. 


Writer 


Writer 


Writer 

Writer 

Writer 

Actress 

Writer 

Writer 


X 

z 


X 

X 


i ii ni nr t 
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X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 


Thoaas, Elisabeth 
Thomas, Georgs, Jr. X 
Toll ns, Natalia 
Towbln, Cyril X 

Townsend, Leo X 

Trabin, Rosabella 
Trabin, Uarlon 
Tree, Dorothy X 

T rivers, Paul X 

Trumbo, Dalton X 

Turner, Jeanne 

Tuttle, Frank X 

Tuttle, Karen X 

Urban, Paul 

Urle, Michael X XX XX 

Vais (or vols), 

Roddle 

VtudiiiRanlen, Harry 
Van der Kar, Joseph 

Vhn Byck, Peter (A very reliable bit noat delicate source 

he was a menfcer of the CP in Los Angeles 

Vhn Sickle, Ruth 


VI VH Till 

5/25/47 Occupation Verification 


X 

X 


Secretary 

Publicist 

Musician 

Writer 


X 

X 


Actress X 

Writer X 

Writer X 

Ass’t. Film 
Editor X 


Director 

Musician 

Writer 


X 

X 


X 

X 


reported Actor 

in 1944) 


4 : 


J 


J 


( 
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Villard, Paul 

z 

X 

X 

X 



Musician 

X 

Vincent, Hark 



X 




Actor 

X 

Virgo, Jean 

Z 

z 

X 

X 

X 




Virgo, Peter 

X 

z 

X 

X 

X 


Actor 

X 

Wakestein, Hy 






X 



Waldffi, Alexander 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Musician 

X 

Walker, Thelma 

Walper, Norman 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Ware, Qigene 


X 

X 

X 





Warrei, Lucy 






X 



Washington, Norma 


X 

X 

X 



Writer 


Watts, William 

X 

X 

X 

X 





Waxmqn, Leo 






X 

Electric ian 

X 

Weber, John, lira. 

X 

X 

X 

X 





Webster, Sher.ran B. 






X 

20th Century 
Fbx 

X 

Weil, Richard 


X 

X 

X 



Writer 

X 

Weiner, Herman 



X 

X 


X 

Writer 

X 

Weintraub, A1 






X 



Watkins, Bose 






X 

Musician 

X 

WeA^, John 

z 


X 


X 


writer 

X 

White, Isidore 






X 

Him Techni- 
cian, aFL 

X 
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. ' ' ' ' Y r x Actor * 

Whitman, finest a a * 


Whitney, Lynn X 

Wilcox, Pamela 

Williams, Bob 

Williams, Frances 

mils, liar gar at Barnett 
aka Uargaret Bennett 

miner, George'* 

Wilner, Tiba Garlin 
Wilson, Alice 
Winchell, Prentiss 

Winters, Bea X 

0 

Wro blew ski , Uaxy 

laris. Buddy, now 
acting as George 
Tyne X 

Yarrlck, ifeila 

XubtfVe, Gorrine 

Turden, Clay 

Zeller, David 


IX X X 

X X X * 


X 


XI X x 

X 


XX X X 


xxx 


Actress X 

Actress 

X Writer X 

X Actress X 

Union-Front 

official 

X Writer's 

Agent X 

X Writer 

X 

X Secretary 

Analyst X 

X 

Actor X 

X Dancer X 

X 


X 


F 


Analysis of Preceding List 


As has been Indicated, the preceding list reflects all the individuals 
In the motion picture industry or the radio Industry In Hollywood, California, 
who are or have been members of the Comnunist Political Association or the Coo- 
muiist Party, USA, according to a most reliable but vary delicate source. The 
occupational breakdown of the Commnists listed who have been Identified and 
tbair occupations ascertained, is as follows * 


Actresses 45 

Actors 47 

Directors 15 

Producers d 

'Writers 127 

Publicists 5 

Musicians 42 

jBialysts 9 

Technicians 12 

Cameramen 3 

Film Editors 1 

liisc ellaneous (Cartoonists, 
laborers, office employees, 
artists, etc.) 62 


It should be noted that there are 159 individuals on tills list whose 
occupations have not as yet been ascertained. A perusal of this list will reflect 
that many common names, which, in some instances, may be Communist Party names, 
are set out. Identification of these individuals has been made more difficult 
as the result of the small amount of identifying data available at the source. 

In addition, the constant rotation of places of employment by Hollywood personnel 
has caused additional hardships in effecting identifications. 


Lfany of the writers, directors, producers and actors are employed in 
more than one capacity] that is, director and writer, writer and producer, etc. 
Consequently, in the occupational breakdown these individuals hav»* beon listed 
under each of the occupations in which they are engaged. 

Q. PronLnent Ibtion Pictures with which some of the Leading Actresses, 
Actors, Producers, Directors and Writers identified as Oonrainists 
have been connected, according to "1947-43 International i-otion 
Picture Almanac " 


Actors 

Bohnoi, Roman* "Vogues of 1938" 

"Of Hoe and Men" 

"So ®ida Our Night" 

"Affairs of Jinny Valentine" 
"Grand Central iAirder" 

"The Hard ¥ay" 

"Song of BernadettaP 
"The Hitler Gang" O 



1 


( 


Bridges, Lloyd* 


Carnovsky, Morris* 


< 



"The Lone Tfolf Takes a Chance* 

"The Koyal Mounted Patrol" 

"Sun of Davy Crockett" 

"Sing for your Supper" 

"Shut :$y Big Mouth" 

" Blond! e Goes to College* 

"I Was a Prisoner on Devil's Island" 
"Canal Zone" 

"Our Wife" 

"Two Latins from Manhattan* 

"Here Comes li*. Jordan" 

"Three Girls About Town" 

"You Belong to lie" 

"Harmon of Michigan" 

"Cadets on Parade" 

"Harvard, Here I Come" 

"Hello Annapolis" 

"Alias Boston Elackie" 

"Tramp, Traqp, Tramp" 

"Meet the Stewarts" 

"Sweetheart of the Fleet" 

"Flight Lieutenant" 

"Atlantic Convoy" 

"Riders of the Northland" 

"The Spirit of Stanford" 

"A Man' s World" 

"The Daring Young Han" 

" Sahara" 

"The Heat's Ch" 

"She's a Soldier Too" 

"Master Race" 

"Saddle Leather Law" 

"Sbange Confession" 

"A Walk in the Sun" 

"Hiss Susie Slagle's" 

"The Life of Emile Zola" 

"Tovarich" 

"Address Unknown" 

"Rhapsody in Blue" 

"Edge of Darkness" 

"Our Vines Have Tender Grapes* 
"Cornered* 

"Hiss Susie Slagle's* 


49 




DaSilva, Howard 


Garfield, Johns 


Hammer, Alvins 


Lawrence, Hares 


"Abe Lincoln in Illinois* 
•The Sea Vfolf* 

"Mine Lives Are Not Enough" 
"I'm Still Alive* 

"The Big Shot* 

"The Omaha Trail" 

"Tonight We Raid Calais" 
"The Lost Weekaad" 

"Duffy* s Tavern" 

"Four Daughters" 

"They Hade *e a Criminal" 
"Juarez" 

"Dust Be Uy Destiny" 
"Saturday* s Children” 

"The Sea Wolf" 

"Tortilla Jlat" 

"Air Force" 

"Between Two Vi o rids" 
"Destination Tokyo" 

"Thank Your iucky Stars" 
"Hollywood Canteen" 

"Nobody Lives Forever" 
"Humoresque" 

"Greenwich Village" 

"A Walk in the Sun” 

"Doll Face" 

"The Fabulous Suzanne" 

"White Woman" 

"Little Big Shot" 

"Dr. Socrates... 

"Road Gang" 

"San Quentin" 

"I Am the Law" 

"While New York Sleeps" 
"Johnny Apollo” 

"Brigham Young" 

"The Great Profile" 
"Shepherd of the HU la" 
"Lady Scarface" 

"Public Bi antes" 

"This Gun for Hire* 


50 
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Lawrence, tore "lokel Boy*' 

(oont'd.) "Call of the Canyon" 

"Neath Brooklyn Bridge* 
"lit the Ice" 


{ 






J 


Hnrphy j Maurice "Romeo and Juliet 11 

(coat'd.) "The Road Back" 

"Tovarich." 

"Forged Passport* 

"Career" 

"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" 
"Wolf of New York" 

"To Be or Not To Be" 
"Smith of ^nnesota" 


Parks, Larry; 


Prager, Stanley; 


"itystery Ship" 

"Blondie Goes to College" 
"Canal Zone" 

"Harvard, Here I Come" 

"Harmon of Michigan" 

"Three Girls about Town" 

"You Belong to lie" 

"Sing for your Supper" 

"Flight Lieutenant" 

"Submarine Raider" 

"Atlantic Convoy" 

"Honolulu Lu" 

Hello Annapolis" 

"You Were Never Lovelier" 

"The Boogie loan Will Get You" 
"A Han’s 7/orld"' 

"Power of the Press" 

"Calling All Stars" 

"The Deerslayer" 

"The Racket *an" 

"Black Parachute" 

"Sergeant Zike" 

"She's a Sweetheart" 

"Count er -Attac k" 

"The Jolson Story" 

"Behind Green Lights" 

"Doll Face" 

"Gentleman Joe Palooka* 

"Da You Love ife?" 


Robinson, Edward G; "The Bright Shawl" 

"Xhe Hole in the Wall* 
■The Widow from Chicago" 
"Little Caesar” 

"The Idol* 
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Rotinson, E.G. "Five Star Final* 

(cont'd.) "Snart Honey* 

"The Hatchet utan" 

"Two Seconds" 

"Silver Dollar" 

"Tiger Shark" 

"The Little Giant* 

"I Loved A V/oman * 
b rtor k Hazard" 

»The Uan with Two Faces* 

"The Whole Town's Talking" 
"Earbary Coast" 

"Bullets or Ballots* 

"Thunder in the City" 

"Kid Galahad" 

x * "The Last Gangster" 

"A Slight Case of 'iirder" 

"The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse" 
"I Am the Law" 

"Confessions of a H a zi Spy" 
"Blackmail" 

"Dr. Ehrlich's *-aci- c Bullet" 
"Brother Oi’chid" 

"A Dispatch from Reuter's" 

"The Sea Wolf" 

"lianpower 41 
"Unholy Partners" 

"Flesh and Fantasy" 

"Destroyer" 

"Tampioo" 

"Double ^Indemnity" 

"Mr. Winkle Goes to War* 

"The Woman in the Window" 

"Our Vines Have Tender Grapes" 
"Scarlet street" 

Van Eyck, Peter* "The lioon is Down" 

M FiV0 Graves to Cairo" 

"The Impostor* 

"Address Unknown" 
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Actresses 


Collins, Linda, aka 
Mrs. Richard Col- 
lins, Stage name 
Do rot fry Co min go re t 


"Citizen Kane* 
"Hlondie Steps Out" 
"The Hairy Ape" 


Gibson, Julie* "The Feminine Touch* 

"Here We Go Again" 

ht _ a. • _ ^ rail 

"irfBfc'8 rate xn" 

"Ringside" 

"The Contender* 

"Hail the Conquering Hero" 
"Freddie Steps Out" 

lie High, Kitty* "Hot Tip" 

"Women Are Trouble" 

"On Again — Off Again" 

"Blonde Trouble" 

"yy Old Kentucky Hone" 
"Broadway Serenade" 

"Grapes of Wrath" 

"Secret Evidaice" 

"The Magnificent Dope" 

Revere, Anne* "Double Door" 

"The Howards of Virginia" 

"Men of Doys Tourn* 

tIO Ain^en'KAT* fho TfetrH 

"Star Spangled Rhythm" 

"The Song of Bernadette" 
"Standing Room Only* 

"Old Acquaintance" 

"National Velvet" 

"Rainbow Island" 

"E^s of the Kingdom" 

"Sunday Dinner for a Soldier" 
"Thin Man Goes Home" 

Don Juan Quilligan* 

"Fallen Angel" 

"Dragonwyck" 

"The Siocklng MLsa Pilgrim* 


r a 
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Sondergaard, Gale 
aka Ur s. Herbert 
Biberman: 


^.Tree, Dorothy: 


Producers 
Buchnan, Sidney: 


"Anthony Adverse" 

"laid of Salem" 

"Seventh Heaven" 

"The Ufa of Smile Zola" 

"Isle of Forgotten Sins" 

"The Strange Death of Adolph Hitler" 
"The Climax" 

"The Invisible Man's Revenge" . 
"Gypsy ’.Vildcat" 

"Christmas Holiday" 

"Ehter Arscne Lapin" 

"Anna and the M.ng of Siam" 

"Life Begins" 

"liast of Fifth Avenue" 

"The Woman in Red" 

"Four Hours to Kill" 

"A Night at the Rita" 

"The Great Garrick" 

"Having a Wonderful Time" 

"Trade Winds" 

"Confessions of a Nazi Spv" 

"City in Darkness" 

"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" 

"Little Orvie" 

"Sky Murder" 

^Singapore Woman" 

"Salute to Courage" 

"Hitler, Dead or Alive" 

"Ldge of Darkness" 


"The Talk of the Town" 
"A Song to Remember" 
"Over 21" 


( 

t_ v 


Harris , Louis i 

Moss, Jack* 

Scott, Adrian i 


Directors 
Biberman, Herbert 


Dassin , Jules t 

Diytryk, Edward; 

Fuller, Lestert 
grit era 
Barman, Beni 


( 


J 


"UartH Gras" 

"Caribbean Romance" 

"Lucky Cowboy" 

t 

■The Shepherd of the Hilla" 
"Journey Into Fear" 

"Ur. Winkle Goes to War" 
"S&ftfu 11 

"Keeping Company" 

"Parson of Panamint" 

"We Go Fast" 

"Mr. Lucky" 

"Farewell V& Lovely" 

"My Pal, Wolf" 

"Hiss Susie Slagle's” 
"Cornered" 


J* "One Way Ticket 
"Meet Hero Wolfe" 

"King of Chinatown" 
"Hoad to Yesterday" 

"The Master Race" 
"Together Again" 

"Reunion In France" 
"Young Ideas" 

"A Latter for Evie" 

"Murder, Hr Sweet" 

"The Invisible Army" 
"Back to Bataan" 
"Cornered" 

"You Can't Ration Love" 


"True to Life" 

"Meet the People" 

"You're a Lucky Fellow, Mr* Salth" 
"Never Say Goodbye" 
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Bessie, Alvahf 


Blankfort, Henry* 


Buchman, Harold* 


"Dwell In the Wilderness 11 
"Uoi in Battle" 

"Bread and a Stone" 

"Northern Pursuit" 

"Hotel Berlin" 

"The Very Thought of You" 
"Objective* 

■Burma" 

"Ueet the People" 

"Youth on Parole" 

"Double Exposure" 

"I Killed That Ikn" 

"I Escaped from the Gestapo" 
"Tales of Manhattan" 

"She’s for Ue" 

"Harrigan's Kid" 

"Reckless Age" 

"Singing Sheriff" 

"Night Club Girl" 

"I'll Tell the .Vo rid" 

"3wing Out, Sister" 

"Easy to Look At" 

"Crimson Canary" 

"Our Dally Bread* 

"Don't Gamble with Love* 
"HLackaailer" 

"Shakedown" 

"Trapped by Television" 

"The Case of the hissing Man" 
"Come Closer, Folks" 

"Shall We Dance" 

"The Davil is Driving" 

"It Can't Last Forever" 
"Counsel for Crime" 

■Fbrgottai Woman 11 
"On Their Own M 
"Double Alibi" 

"Manhattan Heartbeat" 
"Jennie" 

"Dixie Dugan" 

"Paris After Dark" 

"Take It or Leave It" 

■Doll Face" 
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Butler, Hugo 


Cole, Lester* 


•Big City" 

"Society Lawyer" 

"doming" 

"Edison the Boy" 

"Omaha Trail" 

"Edison the iian" 

"Christmas Carol" 

"Huckleberry Finn" 

"Lassie Come Home" 

"The Southerner" 

"Miss Susie Slaclc's'* 

"Love Technique" 

"If I Had a Million" 
"Sleepers E2st" 

"The Affairs of Cappy Ricks" 
"The Crime of Dr. Hallet" 
"The Invisible lian Returns" 
"The House of Seven Gables" 
"Pacific Blackout" 
"Footsteps in the Dark" 
"Night Plane for Chunking" 
"None Shall Escape" 
"Hostages" 

'Objective Burma* 

"tfen in Her Diary" 

"Blood on the Sun* 


Collins, Richard Joy l "Private iliss Jones" 

"Thousands Cheer" 
"Song of Russia" 


EJidore, Guy* 


Gomey, Jay* 


"Lady from Louisiana" 
"Song of Russia" 

"Story of G. I. Joe 

"The Ibre the Uerrier" 
"The Heat's On" 

"Meet the People" 

"Hey Rookie" 

"The Gay Senorita’* 


S:j 


Kahn, Gordon t 


Lardner, Ring W. 
Jr. 


Lawson, John 
Howard : 


Malta, Alberts 


Marlow, Brians 


Rapf, Maurice H. s 



"Gentleman’s Fate" 

"The People’s Bneay" 

"S.O.S. Tidal Wave" 

"Wolf of Hew York* 

"A Yank on the Burma Road" 
"Northwest Rangers" 

"The Cowboy and the Senorita" 
"Song of Nbvada* 

"Two O’clock Courage" 

"Her Kind of Han" 

"Meet Dr. Christian" 

"The Courageous Dr. Christian" 
"Arkansas Judge" 

"Woman of the iear" 

"The Cross of Lorraine" 
"Tomorrow the World" 

"tynamlte" 

"The Sea Bat" 

"Party Wire" 

"Blockade" 

"Algiers" 

"They Shall Have Lusic" 

"Four Sons" 

"Earthbound" 

" Sahara" 

•Count er-Attac k" 

"Losoow Strikes Back" 

"This Gun for Hire" 

"The Man in Half moon Street" 
"Destination Totyo" 

"Pride of the Larin es" 

"Bad Girl" 

"Hello Sister" 

"The Road to Raio" 

"Unmarried" 

"Beware Spooks" 

"Manhattan Heartbeat" 

"Divorce in the Family" 

"We Went to College" 

"They Gave HLm a Gun" 
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Rapf , Maurice II. 
(cont'd. ) 


Rossen, Robert! 


Saul, Oscar* 
Sklar, George: 

Trumbo, Dalton* 


"Bad Man of Brimstone^ 

" Sharp 3 hooter s" 

"Winter Carnival" 
iii^orth of Shanghai" 

"Dancing on a Dime" 

"Jainie" 

"Call of the Canyon" 

"Roaring Twenties" 

"Out of the Fog" 

"A Child ie Bom" 

"Dust Be i^y Destiny" 

"Sea Volf" 

"Blues in the Night" 

"Edge of Dartaiess" 

"A Walk in the Sun" 

"Once Upon a Time" 

"Strange Affair" 

"Afraid to Talk" 

"First Comes Courage" 

"City Without *“en" 

"Road Gang" 

"The Remarkable Andrew" 

"A Guy Named Joe" 

"Thirty Seconds Over Tolyo" 
"Tender Comrade" 

"Jealousy" 

"Our Vines Have Tender Grapes" 


/ U 
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II. COmJHIST INFILTRATION OF LABOR GROUPS 


Confidential Info rma nt the Los Angeles Office, 
who was a member of the Connunis^n^^^^ro^OcwMr, 1933* until September, 
1935, and who has been active in the motion picture industry for a considerable 
period, reported that in 1934 the Communist Party realized the propaganda 
possibilities in the motion picture Held and decided to move into the motion 
picture industry# He related that in the Spring of 1935 direct orders came 
down in mimeographed form from the top structure of the Commmlst Party, USA, 
to all units in the Los Angeles area instructing them to intensity and con- 
centrate their activities on Hollywood and the motion picture indistry. This 
directive emphasized the fact that Communists must try to capture the labor 
unions and pointed out that if this were done, the unions could be of tremen- 
ctous service in influencing the type of pictures produced an^t his serving the 
Comnunist'Cause. It should be pointed out that Informant ^HQdid not fbrnish 
this information to the Bureau until 1942, and, consequent^^uhls mimeographed 
form referred to by him is not available. 


John L. Leech who, in 1934, was the Organizational Secretary of the 
Los Angeles County Communist Party, gave testimony before the Los Angeles 
County Grand Jury on August 14, 1940. On this occasion he testified that Jeff 
Kibre was a member of the Communist Party in Hollywood in 1934. He further 
testified that V. J. Jerome, a prominent k'arxian Conmunist who has been en- 
gaged in the CoGicunist propaganda field, was sent in the latter part of 1935 
by National Communist Party Headquarters to Hollywood at which time Jerome 
-sought the aid of Jeff Kibre in setting up plans for capturing the Hollywood 
motion picture industry for the Communist Party. 


Esra F. Chase, identified in 1939 as having been a member of the 
Conmunist Party for a period of seven years or more, swore to an affidavit 
in Los Angeles on March 19, 1939, that Jeff Kibre was a member of the 
Communist Party. His affidavit further stated that Jeff Kibre was at that 
time assipied to "special” work in the studio unions, more specifically in the 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, Local #37 to the organ- 
izing of special studio units of the Communist Party. 



of the International Alliance 

of Theatrical Stage Employees, who has been active in the trade union movement 
in Hollywood for a number of years and who is familiar with the activities of the 
Coaaunlst Party members in connection with labor groups in the motion picture 
Industry, related that the Oomsunist penetration of the motion picture unions 
began in 1934 or 1935 when a meeting was held In Carmel, California, at which 
the principal figure, one Ur. Uichael Ei stein, then attached to the Amtorg 
Trading Corporation and bearing the title of "Cornnd. ssar of Heavy Industries of 
the U.S.3.B. 11 , was present as wall aa a number of Hollywood personalities. 


< 
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He stated arrangements were made at this meeting to finance the program of 
infiltration into the Hollywood studio enterprise and these arrangements 
later resulted in the establishment of Ur. Jeff Kibre as the individual 
chosen by the Communist organization to carry out its desi&is. 

Confidential Informant^^Hstated that in the early days of the 
motion picture industry there appT??ntly was no consistency in the labor 
organizational set-up. The principal active labor organization was the 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Bnployees (IAXSE). 


International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees 


Confidential Informant ^^^reported that this was an autonomous 
group of local labor unions idoitified with the American Federation of Labor. 
The International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Bnployees' jurisdiction was 
recognized as the only union organization in Hollywood for a number of years. 
However, on two occasions, in 1921 and in 1933, strikes were called by this 
organization which were completely unsuccessful. In each case the strike was 
the result of a Jurisdictional dispute and was^^aken by members of outside 
unions entering the field as strikebreakers. ^^Hrelated that these un- 
successful strikes brought about a very chaoti^^»ndition in the labor field 
in 1933 which caused many of the workers to lose confidence in the American 
Federation of Labor (AFL). As a result, the Comnunist Party had little diffi- 
culty In moving into the unorganized field with the Motion Picture Workers In- 
dustrial Union. 


In 1937, after the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees had reestablished themselves following the disastrous strike In 
1933, one local union emerged covering what is known as the "backyard crafts* 
which crafts are normally idartified with stage and theatrical workers such 
as electricians and grips. While this controversy in the trade union move- 
ment was continuing in the motion picture studios, a new attack was attempted 
on the established unions by an organization known as the United Studio 
Technicians Guild. This Guild was headed by Jeff Kibre who was attempting 
to set up an overall industrial union. 


Before the establishment of the United Studio Technicians Guild, 
numerous smaller groups such as the Federation of Lotion Picture Crafts and 
an organization which becarae known as the COHPAC (Committee of L'otion Picture 
Arts and Crafts) as well as an unemployed conference all of which, according 
to Brewer, were obviously Communist front groups used to agitate in an effort 
to destroy the unions which were already organized under the APL. According 
to Brewar, the struggle for domination within the labor aoveant in the motion 
picture studios did not develop into e major controversy mtil 1936 when the 
principal factor In establishing the Importance of the United Studio Technicians 
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Guild fight was a decision of the National Labor Relations Board which 
challenged the validity of a contract which the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees had entered into in 1936. Following this de- 
cision there was held an election which was promulgated by a petition filed 
by the United Studio Technicians Guild. This election resulted in the 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees' winning by a substantial 
majority, fowever, local #644 of the International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees and Herbert K. Sorrell, who had only recently come into 
power in this Union, did not support the other AFL unions, actively campaigning 
on the side of the United Studio Technicians Guild. Sorrell's Connainlst con- 
nections will be taken up separately in this section of the memorandum. 
Following the defeat of the United Studio Technicians Guild, Kibre disappeared 
from the Hollywood motion picture studio labor field andhLs organization dis- 
solved. 


during the years of 1937 and 1938, the AFL and affiliated unions 
in the motion picture industry in Hollywood were greatly disturbed over the 
Communists' efforts to wreck or disturb the union and consequently at the 
union's 35th Convention held at Louisville, Kentucky, from June 3 to 6, 1940, 
a report was prepared which set out numerous exhibits in the form of letters 
written by either Jeff Kibre, aforementioned, or Roy Hudson, a national 
functionary of the Communist Party who is at present District Leader of the 
Party in the Pittsburgh area. This report, a photographic copy of which is 
maintained in the files of this Bureau, contains a lengthy report of Jeff 
Kibre dated April 23, 1928, in Hollywood, entitled "Report on Hollywood.... 
Review of Plan and Objectives for Past Several Ifcnths". One portion of it 
refers to a studio unemployment conference representing a groip of unions 
and guilds banded together in a broad anti -International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees movement as a preliminary to the formation of an industrial 
union. 


Exhibit jf2. of this report is Jeff Kibre' s letter to one Itob Reed 
of 136 West 13th Street, We* York City, dated February 9, 1938. Reed is 
identified in the report by J. W. Buzz ell. Secretary of the Los Angeles 
Central Labor Council, as a member of the Actors' Equity in New York and an 
active organizer for the Corrmunist Party. In this regard Kibre writes, 

"Well, one thing about the Reds, they seldom write except on business". 

Kibre refers to himself in the letter as the "undercover field representative 
for CIO in Hollywood*. Kibre states "In the meantime I wish you would discuss 
the matter of 'I.A. ' (International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees) 
action with Jack Stachel (national functionary of the Coonunist Party) and 
the necessity of ny getting in touch with contacts in the various cities. I 
have taken it up with Paul Cline (at that time Los Angeles Coannist Party 
functionary) but he feels a personal appeal by you or 7. J. (f . J. Jerome) 
rather than conuiuni eating through official channels would gat quicker results.* 
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Exhibit #4 of this report Is a letter from Roy Hudson, identified 
above, to Comrade Lambert at San Francisco, a copy of this letter being sent 
to Paul Cline in Los Angeles* This letter was dated June 21, 1938* Buzzell 
identified Lambert as Walter Lambert, a member of the Executive Committee of 
the California Comnunist Party. Roy Hidson, in the letter, states “On the 
basis of the above, it seems to ms there should be a thorough reexamination 
of the methods of work of our people in Hollywood and especially the approach 

to the I.A.T.S.E. Finally, I think that we should txy and keep closer 

contact and have a more systematic change of information between our people 
in the I.A.T.S.E. in Hollywood and the people here in New York. Hereafter, 
when coumunications are ssit they will be brought dLrectly to the attention of 
our fraction here. Likewise we would like to have the names of people in 
Hollywood in this organization with whom our people here could oorrespond 
directly." 


Motion Picture Workers Industrial Union 


Informant ^^^Jbtated that this was an Independovt group completely 
under the control of Coranunist elements and taking orders directly from local 
Commnist Party leaders. In the short time betweai the creation of this 
union in January of 1934 and April of 1935, it had obtained a large number 
of members and was well on its way to becoming the leading union in Hollywood* 
Howevei, about that time instructions 7,'ere sent out by the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party that the Party had changed its line from that of ad- 
vocating the creation of separate unions under Communist control to that of 
■affiliating with existing unions with the hope of taking over the control of 
these groups. In Hollywood the Commnist activity was directed at affiliating 
with the AFL groups. These instructions called for the liquidation of all 
indep aidant unions and their members sent in to the AFL unions. This policy 
was followed ty the Motion Picture Workers Industrial Union which resulted in 
the gradual disintegration of this union. It was officially dissolved in 
February of 1936. 


According during this same period the CIO was being 

organized by John L. Lewisand several attempts were made by the CIO to 
organize in the motion picture industry. There were at that time approximately 
25 labor unions of various types in the motion picture inAistry. Some o f these 
were affiliated with the AFL and the balance were independent union s^ 
stated that in 1937 Herbert K. Sorrell became the President of the Studio 


Painters Local 644 of the International Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paper hangers of America, AFL. This union was a newly activated AFL group. 
Sorrell soon became the leader of the Communist factions mg Hollywood labor 


circles. After he had developed the leaders of a number of locals which 
had strong Coomunist factions in them, he moved to set up an organization 
which would tie all the locals into one body under his domination. 


Conference of Studio Unions 


fof the International 

Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees who has previously been referred to 
herein , stated that the Conference of Studio Unions was formed by 
nearly the same group of unions that had formed the COfcPAC (Committee of 


notion Picturo Arts and Crafts), the Unemployed Conference and several 
other labor groups which had sprung up in Hollywood during the late 1930s. 

One significant addition, he related, which had been made to this group 
was Local #633 of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
which is union composed of studio technicians. He related that the 
Conference of Studio Unions took up the Comnunist fight where the United 
Studio Technicians Guild had left off only utilizing a different tactical 
approach. The Conference of Studio Unions was designed to form a wedge 
between the membership of the AFI< and the International Unions of the AFL and 


at the same time to establish a solid front of those unions which the Com- 


nunists had been able to bring into their orbit. 


Confidential Informant j^^^^efers to this group as a small com- 
pact organization composed of delegates or representatives of a bloc of 
labor unions in the Hollywood motion picture industry which is under the 
oontrol of the Communist Party operating through its members in those unions 
which have captured key positions. It has further been described as a 
Hollywood studio labor group to act as the control and steering committee 
which coordinates and directs Communist union activities, looking toward 
the taking over of all studio workers and their unions into the Com munist 
Party orbit. The Conference of Studio Unions, according to^Hpf'ls the 
organization upon which the Connunist Party relies for eventuS^omplete 
deed nation of motion picture unions. 


As the Conference of Studio Unions organization developed,|_ 

[related, Herbert Sorrell began to emerge as the overall leader 

of the Oomnamist fraction in the Hollywood motion picture studio unions. 

He stated that the Conference of Studio Unions was officially organized in 
1941 at which time its activities were outlined as follows! to organize all 
unorganized groups in the studios into unions which the Communists could 
oontrol and in the absence of any union to suit the particular craft, place 


workers in the Painters Union which was headed by Sorrell. 



lated 


that the Conference of Studio Unlore, following its organization In 19a, 
supported the Communist Party line completely, carrying an a program of 
agitation in which th<y cried for local autonomy and democratic unionism 
generally advocating contempt and disregard for the authority of officers 
within the union above the local level* 

The unions, as of October, 1946, which composed the^ Conference 
of Studio Unions were as follows. It will be noted that of the eleven 
unions listed, tai are associated with the AfLi 


Local 

Screen Set Designers 
Local 1421, AFL 

Screen Publicists Guild 
Local 14^9, AFL 

Screen story Analyst Oilld 
Local 1438, AKL 

Screen Cartoonists Guild 
Local 852, AKL 

Moving Picture Painters and 

A 4 T*+ T cf O A/. / - A1TT,. * 
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Special Officers and Guards 
Local 193, AEL 

Building Service Employees 
Local 278, AFL 

Studio Carpenters 
Local 946, AFL 

Studio Electrical Workers 
Local 40, AFL 

Studio Sheet iletal Workers 
Local 108, AFL 

Studio Machinists 
Local Cinema Lodge 1185 


Parent Organization 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 

tmu a lu. jvugps -u'-o. 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
end Paperhangers of America 

Building Service Employees 
International Utaion 

Building Service Qnployees 
International Union 

i 

United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners of America 

International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers 

Studio Metal Workers International 
Union 

International Association of 
Machinists 
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fl^fcelated that alnce the origin of the Confer«ce of Studio 
Unions, s^^^F strikes have developed In the motion picture indistry 
which basically were the result of Jurisdictional disputes between the Corn- 
mini st bloc or Conference of Studio Unions and the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees under the leadership of Richard Nalsh, Inter- 
national President. 


Concerning thes^strikes participated in by the Conference of 
Studio Unions, Informant flHBhas advised that they were not legitimate labor 
disputes but rather strik^^ny a group of Conuoinist dominated local 
using the question of Jurisdiction as an excuse to create a strike, 
stated that these disputes have been attempts ty the Comnunist element to 
disrupt the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, and that 
the Communist issue was usually the question around which the dispute re- 
volved rather than the usual issue of wages, hours, or working conditions. 

He related that Herbert K. Sorrell, head of the Conference of Studio Unions, 
received the support of the Com unis t Party 1 locals in these Jurisdictional 
disputes. 



related that during the period of the Conference of 
Studio Unions' developmait , the Comnunist propaganda machine was making 
fbll use of the war and the period of cooperation with Russia in order to 
strengthen its position in Hollywood. The Comnunist^durins this period 
established several political fronts, according td^H^Hvand made 
successful penetrations into several of the active c^ and guilds 
within the motion picture industry. This struggle for power within the 
Hollywood studio motion picture unions was climaxed ty the 1945 Jurisdic- 
‘ tlonal dispute. 


Inf ormant m^^elated that on torch 12, 1945, a Jurisdictional 
dispute between the o^Wrence of Studio Unions and the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees precipitated a strike which was 
purely political in character and was an attempt on the part of the Con- 
ference of Studio Unions to break the Intern ational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees unions in Hollywood, fl^feontinued that from torch 12, 

1945, until July 28, the Communist Pa^^TBie in the United States was one 
of collaboration which had been adopted at the time Russia was invaded ty 
Germary in dine of 1941. He stated that in view of this, the Comnunist Party 
did not take an active part in this strike. Honever, on July 28, 1945, the 
Conminist Political Association reverted to the tenets of the Communist 
^•^t y> USA, and elected tH.Ul am 2. Foster as the new National Chairman, 
related that on this occasion the Party announced that it would relinquis^^^^ 
its Browder revisionist policies and return to the basin iiarxist— Leninist 
principles. Innediately after the change in the Party Line, the Comnunist 
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pr eS 8 be gan to support the strike end the Commini st Party In I^s Angeles 
began to issue leaflets through its various branches cal lin g on the workers 
to man the picket lines in the strike. 

As a further verification of the Comnunist Party's attitude 
toward this strike, it should be pointed out that on Larch 15, 19i5, the 
West Coast Communist newspaper, the daily "People's World", carried an 
editorial captioned "Eiid the Movie Strike at Once". This editorial pointed 
out that strikes in 'wartime were not under any circumstances permissible 
and further went on to discuss at length the fact that there is no excuse 
for any kind of a strike when the nation is at war. However, an editorial 
appearing in the July 24, 1945 , issue of the People' a World captioned 
"Support the Strike of the Film Unions" reflected that this motion picture 
strike was no longer a jurisdictional dispute as it had originally been 
represented to be by the producers but that it has now been revealed to be 
a strike of the union versus anti -union forces. The editorial concluded 
ty stating that every effort should be made by all conscientious workers 
to support the strike in every way. 


According to Informant it was obvious that the Comrunist 
Party and its members were whippi^^ne situation toward the violent stage. 
During October of 1945 numerous individuals were injured and violence 
reached such a pitch that the public and traffic were not permitted in the 
vicinity of V.'amer Brothers Studio. This strike was settled on October 29, 
1945, when an agreement was reached between high AFL union officials and 
Eric Johnston of the iiotion Picture Producers Association. 


Confidential Informant ^^frelated that the real purpose of the 
Conference of Studio Unions was two-foldi first, the union desired to keep 
the general labor situation agitated in line with the Comnunist Party pro- 
gram of creating confusion in the United States} and, secondly, to maintain 
intact the leadership of Herbert K. Sorrell. 

A strikers again called on September26^l94k^ty the Conference 
of Stu&oliTion^^Inform^jj^^^^^a^jreUa^^^^BBBB^^^£^M^in charge 
the advised 

that t hx^strik^wa^agalna purely jurisdictional matter between the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage Bnployees and the Conference of Studio 
Unions. They stated that this was merely a continuation of the previous 
strike in 1945 which lasted for some eight months. This strike resulted 
In numerous strikers and union leaders being arrested in Los Angeles. 
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According to the records of the 

October 11, 1946, 26 defendants were arre sted at the T e chnicoloF Studios, 
charged with violation of Section 23.10 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code 
which is parading without a permit. Following the arrests, however, this 
Section of the Uiniclpal Code was declared unconstitutional hy the Appellate 
Division of the Los Angeles Court which resulted in all 26 defendants 1 being 
dlszxd ssoda 

^^^mmH|stated that on October 14, 1946, 206 defendants 
were arres'^W^uoTHbO^tudios charged with violation of failure to abide 
ty the Court's injunction which prohibited mass picketing at the studLo unions. 
Of the original number arrested, U3 defendants pled guilty} 41 were dismissed 
for lack of evidence} 47 were found not guilty; 6 defendants are off the 
calendar pending other action while 1 defendant Jumped bond and there is at 
present a bench warrant outstanding for him. The disposition of these cases 
Involved fines being levied against those convicted ranging from $30 to $200 
each. 


The records also reflected that on October 26, 1946, 125 defendants 
were arrested at Columbia Studios for violation of IJunicipal Code 23.10 
(parading without a permit). Of the 125 arrested, 3 defendants were dismissed 
for lack of evidence; 11 pled guilty, receiving fines up to >25 or sentences 
up to 5 days; 30 were convicted, in most cases fines being imposedaf from 
$10 to $75, however some fines were as high as $150; and in the case of James 
Shelton, he was sentenced to 30 days in Jail. All of the above have appealed 
their cases. The trial on the additional 31 defendants is slated for October 
15 pending the appeal of the 30 persons convicted in this case. 

On November 15, 1946, 696 defendants were arrested at Columbia 
Studios charged with violating Municipal Code 23.10 (parading without a 
permit). Of these 600 pled giilty to the charge and each one paid a fine 
of $25; 38 defendants were dismissed for various reasons, it being pointed 
out by the Los Angeles City Attorney Donald K. Redwine that many of the 
officers used to make these mass arrests were inexperienced and not in 
permanent status with the Police Department. Consequently they could not 
be used to testify which resulted in insufficient evidence in many cases. 

The reoords also reflected that two persons made bail and forfeiture was 
made later resulting in bench warrants being issued for these two individuals. 

6 defendants were taken off the calendar because they are defendants in 
Superior Court on conspiracy counts and will be referred to hereinafter. 

On November 16, 1946, at Columbia Studios, an additional 124 defendants 
were arrested for violation of the California Penal Code 166.4 which has 
reference to the disregarding of a Superior Court order which in this case was 
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an Injunction prohibiting mass picketing. Of the 124 defendants, 70 were 
convicted. The minimum fine for each person was $300 and the maximns fine 
was $300 and one year in Jail. 13 defendants were dismissed ty the court 
because of insufficient evidence or the temporary status of the polices^ 
making the arrests. 39 defendants were dismissed upon a motion of the Olty 
Attorney, and 2 defendants will be tried in October, 1947* 


In addition to the above figures 

there were 10 individual arrests made at vafiou 
area in connection with the motion picture strike. 




pointed out that 
the Hollywood 


Under date of November 22, 1946, the Los Angeles Daily News contained 
an articLe which reflected that felony indictments had been returned by the 
County Grand Airy on that date against 14 Hollywood film leaders for activity 
in the film, strike. The article reflected that the 14 so indicted were 
arraigned before Judge William ft. McKay and subsequently freed on $5,000 bail. 
Those charged were as follows) 

Herbert K. Sorrell Matthew Uatison 

Averill Berman Carl Head 

Ed Gilbert Russell Me Knight 

Norval Crutcher Jo)in Martin 

James Skelton Hoy Tindall 

Andrew Lawless Frank Drdlik 

Louis YJhitman V/ilbur ft. Higbte 


. Specifically, Sorrell is accused of advising and encouraging the 

Conference of Studio Unions' members in their picketing ef Columbia Studios. 
Berman is alleged to have incited pickets at Lietro-Goldwyn-Uayer Studios during 
which dononstratlon several Deputy Sheriffs were injured. Gilbert, Mattson 
and Frank Drdlik are charged with having incited pickets to disregard court 
orders at various union meetings. Lawless was accused of an attack upon Henry 
Siccardi, a non -striking film technician, on October 22, 1946. Sorrell, Uatison 
and Gilbert are also named as having advised picketing of Oolumbia Studios on 
November 14, 1946. The other men ere alleged to have directed picketing 
activities. 


On July 19, 1947, Frank Barnes, Assistant District Attorney in 
Los Angeles, California, related that the indictments against Berman, Skelton, 
Tindall and Drdlik were dismissed because of insufficient evidence. He also 
stated that a challenge to the indictment had been presented which contended 
that the Grand Jury had not been selected in a manner provided ty law. He 
stated that the Grand Jury did not repreeent a true cross section of society. 
Following is a brief background as well as the Coasunist affiliations of each 
of the individuals originally indicted* 
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AvcrlH Joseph Berman 


Berman le a Radio Coonentator who resides at 1116-4/5 Tamarind, 
Hollywood, California* He was born on April 19, 1919, at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota* Berman was released on bond on November 19, 1946, after having 
been charged with violation of California Penal Coda, Sections 182, 409, 166, 
245 and 513* Kith regard to Berman's Communist connections, there exists 
to date no documentary evidence of hie membership in the Los Angeles County. 
Cocaunist Party* However, he has been active on behalf of Coraunist front 
organizations in the Los Angfeles area* A pamphlet was made available entitled 
"Campus Currents", which is a bulletin published by the Four Freedoms Club of 


the American Youth for Democracy, in Loa Angeles* Page 1 of this bulletin for 
November 12, 1945, carried & heading, "Averill Berman, Addressee First ATD 
Meeting*" The article stated that Berman, CIO reporter and Army orientation 
lecturer, highlighted the first meeting of the Four Freedoms Club on Friday, „ 
no Timber -l^d* un January y 9 -L'W?* voruiaenuu 

the Loa Angeles Office, made available documentary evidence 
o^arwaaress made by Berman at the American Youth for Democracy Conference 
held on October 21, 1945, at Los Angeles City College* 



an activ e informant of the Los Angeles Office who 

fumishes^^^^^HBH^m|^L6th C.D. Section of the Comnunist Party, 
provided ^flHBgrapne^anNOuncement on July 29, 1946, distributed by the 
Executive Committee of this Section of the Communist Party urging members 
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Auto Parking Lot. Agents of the Los Angeles Office attending this meeting 
reported that Gordon Willi am a, candidate for the 59 th Assembly District, 
State of California Legislature, was the Chairman of this meeting and that 
he Introduced Averill Berman* Following Berman's talk, Williams introduced 
flnil Freed as Chairman of the 59th District Coasuniat Club. 


The East Side Journal, a local Los Angeles newspaper, on March 27, 
1947, commented on the opinion expressed by Averill Berman in his news 
analysis over radio station nil. The newspaper specifically reflected that 
Berman pointed out the danger of Fascism in the proposed outlawing of the 
Communist Party and that he stated that the battle ground "has changed to the 
community where we must fight the corruption of our educational system, police 
force and local courts”* 

NOrval' Dixon Crutcher 

Crutcher ie Secretary-Treasurer of Local 683 of the Film Technicians 
Union, International Alliance of Theatrical and Stage Emplnyeee. He resides 


tcher was born in 


at 20S0 Hightower Street, Loa Angeles, Cal ifornia, 

Louisville, Kentucky, on October 17, 1669* 

Street, Los Angeles, stated that Crutc her JdinUd the Tjoac mmat rarty m 
1937 under the name of Norman Newman, a discontinued 

paid informant of the Los Angeles OfflcW^W^^^^^WIy a member of the 
Los Angeles Police Department assigned to Communist and radical investi- 
gations, related that Crutcher Joined the Communist *arty on September 27, 
1937, under the name of Norman Newman, having been recruited into the 
Party by Sidney Martin who was at that time one of the moot active Cc 
munists in Hollywood, 


Through a functionary 

of the Codmxnlst Part^l^Lo^Ange^s^i^Tasascertainedtha^in 1944 
Crutcher held 1944 Communist Political Association Card 47439, According 
to this source, the membership card was issued on December 6, 1944. Through 
this same source, it was also ascertained that Crutcher waa also a member of 
the commission which governed the cultu ral and miscellaneous groups in the 
Hollywood area. Confidential Informant ^H^ela ted that in 1944, Crutcher 
was a member of the Hollywood Democrati^onmittee, an organization known to 
have been infiltrated by and under the influence of Communists, 


Frank J, Prdlik 

This individual, who is a member of the Set Designers Union #1421, 
resides at 5922 Carlton Nay, Hollywood, California, Prdlik was born on 
August 19, 1901, in Yugoslavia, He was naturalized on February 20, 1922, 
in Douglas County, Nebraska, having Certificate #1659434, On May 17, 1947, 
an extremely reliable but highly delicate source advised that Drdlik was a 
member of the Comunist Party. The record which this source made available 
was dated on December 11, 1945, ancl indicated he most probably had Communist 
Party membership card #49925, 

Edward McCreary Gilbert 

Gilbert, who is Business Agent of the Set Decorators Union #1421, 
resides at 1051 East Magnolia Avenue, Burbank, California, Gilbert, who is 
43 years of age, has been affiliated with the Communist Party in Los Angeles 
for a considerable length of time. Through a highly confidential but 
thoroughly reliable source it was ascertained on February 11, 1947, that 
Gilbert had returned from special leave to the Whitman Branch of the Communist 
Party. 

Confidential Informant the Los Angeles Office 

who is a member of the Communist rtrty^ettende^n!ooeccminf party of the 
Walt Whitman Communist Party Club in Los Angeles on Deceafcer 1, 1945, held at 
the home of Art and Evelyn Shapiro, both Ccuaunlste, in honor of returned 
veterans. According to this reliable source, Gilbert was In attendance at 
this meeting. 
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This sane source advised that on January 11, 1946, at a meeting of 
the Whitman Club of the Comnunist Party, Gilbert was nominated for the 
position of Chairman but declined after George Sandy, Los Angelee County 
Financial Director of the Communist Party, stated that Gilbert was "tied up 
in studio unions". 

Carl C. Head, also known as Earl dark Head 

Head is chairman of the Conference of Studio Unions and Assistant 
Business Agent of the Painters Uhion Local #644. He resides at 143 North 
Uariposa, Los Angeles, California. 

Head, who is 51 years of age, has not been identified as a member 
of the Communist Party in Los Angeles to date. 

'■ Wilbur R. Higbie, also known as Ray Rigby 

Higbie, who is a member of the Carpenters Union Local #346, resides 
at 909i South Catalina Street, Los Angeles. Higbie, who is 47 years of age, 
has no previous Communist record according to the Los Angeles Cffice. 

Herbert Knott Sorrell 


Sorrell is the Business Agent of Local #644, Studio Painters 
Union, AFL, and is the President of the Conference of Studio Unions. Sorrell 
resides at 1153 Horton Avenue, Glendale, California. At the time of his 
.arrest in November, 1946, Sorrell was 49 years of age. 


The records also show that Sorrell 

was arrested o^NOVembe^e^53u»onagainbling charge. As a result of this 
arrest, he was fined £10 and given 5 days in jail. In October, 1946, 

Tom Cavitt, Representative of the California Tenney Committee Investigating 
Un-American Activities, provided the Los Angeles Office with a photograph 
of a receipt for a Comnunist Party membership book #60622 on vhich appears 


the sipiature "Herb Stewart". The signature appears to have been started as 
"So" and then the "T" written over the "o". This receipt refers to book 
#74283 signed "Herbert Stewart". 



[California, 

Jfomished the Los Angeles Office on uune o,T??^WrrT^ Connunist Party 
registration blank filled out in handprinting under the Party names "Herbert 
Stewart". The Bureau’s Laboratory, after a handwriting comparison, positively 
identified the document as having been prepared by Herbert K* Sorrell. 1'he 
Los Angeles Office has no documentary evidence of membership on the part of 
Sorrell In the Commnlst Party or the Comnunist Political Association since 193#> 
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was had regarding the strike situation participated in by members of the 
Hollywood Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party* Hiring this 
discussion the probability of having Herbert Sorrell actually Join the 
Conamnist Party was discussed* Mac Cl el land, who at that tloe was a func - 
tionary of the Hollywood Section, terminated this discussion by stating 
she had discussed this possibility with Sorrell* who advised her he had 
considered it but decided not to because he would turn red in the face 
if someone were to ask him if he wars a member and it was necsssaiy for his 
to reply that he was not, knowing himself that he actually was, KacClelland 
stated that Sorrell had advised her he was conscious of the class st niggle. 

K 6-page information bulletin released by the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees dated November 13, 1945, entitled "The Record 
of Herbert" E. Sorrell, President of CSU (Conference of Studio Unions) and 
Strike Leader in the Hollywood Strike Commencing March 12, 1945" was obtained* 
The subheading for this bulletin was "Communist Activities from 1938 up to 
the Present Time"* According to this bulletin, Sorrell was associated with 
the following organisations* The following quotations are taken directly 
from the "billet in: 

"1* Motion Picture Democratic Committee. Herbert K* Sorrell was 
a member of this Executive Board and continued actively to 
support the new position of the organisation, which was in 
strict conformance with the Communist Party line* 

"2* Hollywood Democratic Committee. Herbert E* Sorrell now 
emerges as a member of the Executive Board of this organ- 
isation, whose program le Just the reverse of its predecessor 
where he was aleo a member of the Executive Board* 

*3. Labor's Non-Partisan League* Herbert E* Sorrell was State 
President of this organisation and opposed the third term 
for President Roosevelt, denouncing him for leading ua into 

war. 

"4* Patterson Slate. Ifcis organisation opposed aid to England and 
was strictly isolationist* It followed the Communist Party 
lias vae in sympathy with the aims of the Party, 

"5. Vortsrs Alliance. Herbert E. Sorrell was one of the speakers at 
a aase demonstration of this organisation before the Hollywood 
District SHA headquarters* 345 South Western Avene, March ?, 1940* 


it was ascertained on October 31, 1945, that a discussion 
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"6. National Federation for Constitutional Liberties. The 

Attorney General of the United states has pronounced this 
organisation to be a Comnunist front. Herbert K. Sorrell 
in the official announcement of the meeting appears as 
one of the sponsors of this organization. This organization 
has followed every twist and turn of the Communist Party 
Line and is still in operation. 

*7. Yanks Are Not Coming Committee. Herbert K. Sorrell was 
listed as one of the speakers at the Studffit Union, ihi- 
versity of California at Los Angeles, on April 18, 1940. 

The purpose of the meeting was to induce the students of 
the collage to stage a 'peace strike'. 

"8. Schn eider man-Darcy Defense Committee. Herbert K. Sorrell 
"was a member of the committee to protest the deportation of 
William Schneider man and Samel Darcy, two top officials of 
the Coumnist Party. 

"9. Sari Browder. Sorrell sent a petition demanding the immediate 
release of Sari "rowder, head of the Couraunist party in the 
United States, during his incarceration in the Atlanta 
Penitentiaxy. 

"10. Leo Gallagher Testimonial. Sorrell was one of the sponsors of 
a testimonial dinner given in honor of Leo Gallagher, Connunist 
of the law firm of Katz, Gallagher and iargolis, given at the 
iilshire Bowl in Los Angeles on June 2, 1941. 

"11. Hariy Bridges Committee to Defeat Deportation. Herbert Sorrell 
was one of the sigiers of an open letter addressed to the 
President of the United States protesting the deportation of 
Bridges. 

"12. American Youth for Democracy. On December 1, 1944, the AYD 
in the Los Angeles area held a mooting for the celebration 
of the first anniversary of the change of the name Young 
Comcunist League to American Youth for Democracy. Herbert k. 
Sorrell was one of the sponsors of the meeting. 

"13. People's 'World Press Conference. The People's World is a 

Connunist publication on the West Coast. On August 4, 1943, a press 
conference was held for the benefit of this publication at 2936 
West 6th Street, Los Angeles, California. Sorrell was one of the 
sponsors of the confer«ice. 
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"14. Third Annual Convention, Los Angeles County Communist Party. 
This convention was held April 29 and 30 and Aay 1# 1938* at 
121 T,e st 18th Street, Los Angeles. Herbert K. Sorrell has 
daiied that he has ever been a member of the Connunist Party, 
A photostatic copy of the minutes of the above Cooiawist con- 
vention shows the following names written on the back pages 
Vfrlliam Schneidermah, State Secretary of the Comuunist Party, 
District 13} Don Healy; High Wilkins; Herb Sorrell and Urchel 
Daniels." 

Andrew Lawl ess 


Lawless is a member of the Studio Painters Union #644 and resides 
at 10736 Lawler Street, Los Angeles, California. *t the time of his arrest 
Lawless gave his age as 45* 



On October 4, 1946, 

Los Angeles, advised the Los Afigeles Office by telephone 

Andrew Lawless, a carpenter, was taking a leading part in the studio striKe 
in Hollywood. He describ&Tjjjj^Hpl^H Andrew as a "right-hand man of Herbert 
Sorrell 1 *. He stated ^^BB|^^^EI^^_ioiial_Jkiierican citizen who was not a 
member of the Conu.-unist 

readily ainitted the fact that there v/ere numerous Coraiaxnists in the donxerence 


of StuJio Unions. 


Confidential Informant^^H^f the Los Angeles Of fic ^advised that 
. Andrew Lawless was "one of the singers for Herbert Sorrell". flHBrelated 
that, although Lawless has "played along with the Comnnnists", n^aid not 
believe him to be an actual member of the Comainist Party. 


Russell L. L'ciniFiit 

UcKni^it is the President of Local #683 which is the film Technicians 
Union affiliated with the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. 
ilcKnight resides at 4317 Gakman Street, forth Hollywood, California, and at 
the time of his arrest in November, 1946, he gave his age as 33. 

The masthead of the November, 1943 > issue of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, Local 683* publication called 
"Flashes" reflects that Russell L. HcKnigfrt was President of the organization. 
Norval D. Crutcher, previously identified as a Communist, -was Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

On July 21, 1947 , ..ho is an investigator of the 

Los Angeles District Attorney’s Office, exhibited a sworn statement which he 
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took from the office of the International Alliance of 
Theatric al^tas^Bpioyee^n April 1, 1947. T his statement was taken in 
connection with the Conference of Studio Unions’ Strike. Tho following 
exsrpts were taken from th^^stateraent reflecting IdcKnight's Comnunist 
tendencies. According in 1944 he was working as technical editor 

of the magazine "Flashes"^^n^related that during this period he differed 
with the policies of LIcXnight who was the editor of the magazine^H^^^-ed 
he told LScKnight that he was plugging Communism and that it wasHHH^V 
desire that the magazine contain writings of a technical nature.^^H^^F 
stated it was his wish to publish a magazine representative of the film 
technicians and not a magazine dealing in politics or Coiimunisra. Continu- 
ing his continents regarding his differences vdth Lclnight in the publication 
of the magazine, he stated as follows i 


"Then when he went so far to the left that I couldn't take it 
any longer — I couldn't ask people like Eell and Howell to 
advertise in a paper that showed a cartoon of iVestbrook Pegler 
living in a sewer and called the President a Fascist. I couldn't 
go for that. Then he called me a Fascist and I resigned. I 
told him I vron't -o on with tlds stuff. He said, 'O.X., across 
your card at the union office v/hich I have filed I nave written 
"traitor"*. I said, ’All right then, and when your office is 
some day broken into by the FBI, I vdll be very nappy to have 
them see that record, that I was not one of your party'. Those 
are ay exact words to him." 


Confidential Informant the Los Angeles 

Office, reported that Kussell Uc iv nign^^^^^^^n^To^Angeles City Council 
from the Hollywood area in the 1947 Spring elections, but was defeated. He 
advised that the Com ..uni st Party supported ifcfrii£h^jn^conruented as follows 
regarding the Comnunist Party support given him. Hfll^stated he was pre- 
sent at a meeting of the Conmanist Club held on FebruarylS, 1947, at which John 
bftapp, Ifollyrood functionary of the Communist Party, stated that the Party 
agreed to handle completely the 125 precincts in the second district for the 
UcKnight campaign, worilng in the name of the campaign and not in the name of 
the Party. He stated that the progressive AFL had come out in favor of 
iic Knight. He related that the Communist Party was only supporting and not 
endorsing ilclidjjht, continuing that ,r s/e endorse only Coc::ynist candidates". 


John a. : art in 


Lartin is the Uisiness Hepresentative of Local 63 3, Fila Technicians 
Union, and resides at 2144 Uidvale Avenue, Y/est Los Angeles. 
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The Hollywood Reporter for March 2, 1945* (a trade paper) stated 
that John K. Martin was a member of the Foard of Holl ywood Guilds and 
Unions* Confidential informant related that an organ-’ 

ization known as the "Motion Pictur^Laoo^^oitsnittee for Political Action 1 * 
was set up on September 6, 1943* at a meeting held at 1627 Tujunga Boulevard. 
The purpose of this organization, according to^^H^was ostensibly to take 
part in the forthcoming elections, nationally and locally and to elect 
candidates favorable to the cause of the Coiwv.uni st Party. John il. ...art in 
attended this meeting, representing his Local Union //6S3« The masthead of the 
November, 1943, issue of "Plashes", previously ideiiified, reflected that 
Martin was the Business Agent vdth known Comruni st Norval D. Crutcher, pre- 
viously referred to herein, as Secretary -Treasurer. 


Matthew Irving Latison (frequently spelled ..attison) 


"■Latison is the President of the Screen Story Analysts Guild. Ife 
resides at 8441 Ukon Trail, Court #2 t Canoga Park, California, iiatison was 
born in I ostor^ Massachusetts, on Hay 30, 1915. The records of the Registry 
Department in the City of Boston reflect that Mat i son' 3 father and mother 
were horn in Russia. 


On ..arch 25, 1945, Confidential Informant 
pa^reHoule Infor.u nt of the Los ungeles Office, ^:o 
"“^™"™^“")Co;:inunist Party headquarters in Los Angelos, produced a pi£ 
the following notation thereon* 




"(March 20, 1945). iiatthew Matison, Ifo. 75899 (1945) from 
East Ehd Club, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Has no transfer. 
Lives with George -aid. of the East Los Angeles Club, 4306 
East 5th Street, Los Angeles 22. Looking for work. Ftom 
New Ei gland." 


Through this same sw*rce, it was ascertained in larch, 1945* 
that Matthew iatison, who was issued Comminist Political Association membership 
card 75399 was transferred from the East End Club of Pittsburgh Comrunist 
Political Association to the Los Angeles County Corvminist Political Association. 
It was also ascertained through a highly confidential and delicate source that 
^atison was a member of the rbrth Hollywood lection of the Los Angeles bounty 
Comunist Part, during 1946. 


James N. Skelton 


The Business Agent of local 946 of the Stu.tio Carpenters, AFL, 

Skelton resides at 3?6<y^g^Strgt^Lo^Angel93, California, According to 
Confidential Informant Aelton is not a Conuunist and 

he is definitely anti-<^fflEnist^^^^statea that Skelton accepts the support 
of the Comainists to try to win the strike for the Conference of Studio Unions. 
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Roy Tindall, with alias Roy Tyndall 


Tindall is the Business Agent of the International T*otherhood of 
Electrical Workers, Local j&O. He resides at 1225 North Highland, I 03 Angeles, 
California* There is no information available in the Los Angeles Field 
Division reflecting that Tindall has any connections with the Cocuainist Party. 

Loul s V/hi tioan 

This individual is a member of the Studio Carpenters Union Local 946 
and was a picket captain in the Conference of Studio Unions’ strike. lie 
resides at 935 y North Vendome Street, Los Angeles. At the time of whitman’s 
arrest, he £ave his ace as 50 and Social Security number as 0&7-16-0630. The 
Los Angeles Office has no information or evidence that VfhLtman is a member of the 
Coouiunist Party. 

V 

The Los Angeles Daily Hews of July 7, 1947, carried an article 
reflecting that 11 major Hollywood Studios in the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees were sued on July 7, 1947, for 343,000,000 by the 
striking Conference of Studio Unions. According to the article, former 
Attorney General for the State of California, Jobert VJ. Kenny, and his law 
partner, .jorris S. Cohn, filed suit in Federal Court. The suit was based on 
the provisions of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act charging the existence of a 
••back scratching” agreement between the producers and the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage SJuployees to kill off competition in their 
respective fields. If the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Bnployees 
helped the major studios kill off independffit competition, the suit said, the 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Snployees would help the major 
producers crush the Conference of Studio Unions. 'The suit charged that 
Jillie 3ioff, former head of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Unployees, who, according to the news article, was convicted of extorting 
bribes in the film industry still ‘'fomulates, directs and supervises the 
affairs of the defendant, the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Snployees". The article also reflected that this was the second million 
dollar suit filed In four days relating to the 10 month old Conference of 
Studio Unions strike. Sixteen members of the AFL Studio Carpenters Brother- 
hood asked for 323,000,000 in back pay in a suit filed against the major 
producers and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Snployees. 


Screen ‘.’.Viters Guild 


The Lotion Picture Almanac for 1942 and 1943 reflected that the 
Screen '.'writers Guild was an affiliate of the Authors League C t America, Inc 


The Author* league of America doe* not have & local organization in Lo* 

Angeles, The representative of the Authors league of America in Los Angeles 
until recently was Ann Roth Morgan, who was secretary of the Screen Writers 
Guild. According to a highly confidential hut most, delicate source, Morgan, 
was a member of the Commnlet Tarty, tTSA, assigned to Branch A-l of the 
Horthwert Section, and er. of IT" vector 1?, I!%i5, Ui.s a member of the Commnnlst 
Party, Morthwer.t Section, Loe Angeles, California, 

The Pol lywo o^Prees Times, (a weekly "throw away" tabloid which 
according to in fonaant^fljB followed the Coamnlst Farty line) for November 
10, 1944, reflected tb^^^ws Screen Writers Guild jy^yjrgan is ed in 19'*!' in 
the Hollywood motion picture industry. Inforrant ^^^has reported that 
this was one of the first unions in the cultural field to coma under the 
influence of Conaunists in Hollywood, He related that among the original 
organizers were John Howard Lavnon, Samuel Omitz, and Guy Indore, Those 
individuals who have beer. Identified as Communists, are referred to in 
Section I^of this memorandum where their Comnnnist affiliations are set 
forth. According John Howard Lawson, Robert F.ossen, Lester Cole, 

Hugo Sutler, Waldo S^^^and Ring Lardner, Jr, , are among the leading Communists 
in the Guild who have been most influential in the forming of Its policies* 

All of there individuals have been identified ae Cocu.tunist6 and their Communist 
affiliations are set out in Section 1 of this memorandum. 



C&ll^OrileM | SU V v «>v | 

Screen ','riters Guild, Ha stated that between 1935 and 1970, he realized that 
Comcuni6ts were galnlrg control of the Screen Writers Guild, He related tLnt 
the Communists gained this control through their untiring efforts in seeking 
'to project their ideals in the Guild, He stated that they celled more meetings 
"than cny human being but one interest in Comcnnis"i could o w er desire to 
attend". He recalled specifically that from 1935 to 1933 he spent almost all 
of his evenings attending meetings primarily directed at his personal effort 
to keep the Communists fron controlling the Screen Writers Guild. He related 
that after years of fighting, ho found it impossible to do anything about the 
Cosnuunist control of the Guild which resulted in his withdrawing his membership. 
Fa emphatically stated that there was no question In Lis rind but that the 
Communist element ves in complete control dernite the feet that the majority 
of the membership in the Screen Writers Guild, In his opinion, were neither 
Comainist members nor Comunrlst sympathisers. This source related that John 
Howard Lawson hart a strong Influence on the members of the 'Executive Board 
of the Screen Writers Guild. lie related that In his opinion, John Howard 
Lawson, Gordon Kahn and Ring Tardner, Jr,, are tho thrv' meet dengeroue 
Communists in Hollywood, 


According to the organisation’s official publication in June of 
1945 there were approximately 13,000 members of the Screen Writers Guild. 
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Of this number about 100 were identified as Communists at that time throu^i 
information obtained by a very confidential but extremely delicate source. 

The names of these individuals who are s^iii affiliated with the motion 
picture industry are set out in S ection I of this memorandum. In addition, 
a great many others, according to Trere associates of Communists, 

reported to be sympathetic to ConmSTsu ideologies and/or members of Conminist 
front organizations* 


However, in order to show the true significance of these figures. 



_ — ^ - ure 

Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideals, the latter group having 

been formed to oppose Comiiinist influence in the motion picture industry 
during rebruary of 1944- These infonnants have stated that the Screen Writers 
Guild is actually controlled and operated by between 100 and J00 meiabers 
who take an active interest in the work of the organization. As a further 

/O *» %*? /-*-+- -5 ^ P +■ Ka . r-C 4 4» ~ I * U_4- 4 ^ T - _ J' J f x. 1_ 
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"Screen Writ er ” , the official publication of the Screen V.'riters Guild, con- 
tained a report reflecting that there were 1317 members of the Screen '..riters 
Guild. The report classified 972 members as being active and 345 as associate 
members. The associate members were identified as writers who have been 
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It also pointed out that of the 972 members of the Screen writers Guild, only 
360 were employed at that time in the ei^it major studios in the motion picture 
industry. 
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members of the Screen ..'nters Guild belonged to the Guild as a bargaining 
agenqr and not for ary "political reasons". However, Communists belong to 
the Guild for "political reasons". Hence the majority of the members of 
the Screen .'riters Guild do no t _attgnd_thg regular meetings and take no 

n nf.i vo i n f oroef 1 n +■ ho n< t -i 1 ^ r* ^ l > n? _ 

^^ ance )^mm^m^^everIe^^^^;3lli'oima t reported that 
for 14 year^T^carrieU on an open fight with the leaders of the ocreen 
.Vriters Guild d* to the fact that it was completely dominated and controlled 
by Communists since its organization. He identified the follovdng individuals 
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John I b ward Lawson 
3am Omitz 
Gordon Kahn 

US- 

4 * iVJylU^UW 

Dashlell Hamnett 
Donald Ogden Stewart 


Lester Cole 
Borris Ingster 
John bright 

r> L l « 1 

ranter 
itarian Gpltzer 
XUng Lardner, Jr. 
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[stated that he la certain that these individuals 
are all Conn uniats. He continued by relating that many years ago he thought 
a man could not be called a Communist unless he carried a card (Connunist Party 
membership card) but that he has come to learn that the most dangerous Com- 
munists do not carry cards. He related that he could prove every one of these 
individuals was a Comunist by his strict adherence to the Connunist Party 
policy over the past II* year period. 


According to the Hollywood Reporter a Hollywood studio daily paper, 
dated August 21, 1?U6, the "second report on Un-American Activities in California, 
published by the Joint Fact-Finding Ccnmittee of the State Legislature, stated that 
the Ccamnittee members consider John Howard Lawson one of the most important 
Marxist strategists in Southern California. John Leech, former Secretary of the 
Connunist Party for Los Angeles County, testified before the Los Angeles County 
Grand Jury that Lawson had been sent from New York to Hollywood by the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party and that he had immediately become active in 
Hollywood'-Btudy Clubs and in the Communist faction of studio unions, particularly 
in the organization of the Screen YJriters Guild. Leech stated that Lawson became 
a dominant figure in Communist Party drama groups and attended Communist Party 
faction meetings in New York and Hollywood, lhus, Leech's testimony establishes 
that the Screen Writers Guild's founder, the first president, came directly to 
Hollywood from Communist Headquarters in New York and that the establishment of the 
Screen 7/rite rs Guild was the mission he was entrusted with by that headquarters. 
Lawson was the first commissar of thought planted by the Communist Party in the 
motion picture industry." 


| of the International 

•Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, on July TF, 19U7, stated that the 
Screen Writers Guild is definitely under the control of the Communist Party, 
principally through three man, John Howard Lawson, its founder; Gordon 
Kahn and Qnnet Lavery, the present President of the group. According to this 
source, a 11 three of these individuals are Comnunists. He stated that they do 
not necessarily have membership cards in the Party so far as any documentary 
proof is concerned but their policies and dealings in the Screen Y/riters 
Guild which have always coincided with the current Connunist Party line, 
cause him to believe they are Comnunists. He related he thinks Lavery knows 
what "the score is" and "Party member or not, he is not being innocently 
taken in by the Communist Party*. 


The Communist connections of Kahn and Larwscn are set out In 
Section I of this memorandum. 


There is no evidence In the Los Angeles Offi ce indicating Lavery is 
« member of the Commu nist Party. However, jB^MWBWB^p former National 
Communist functionary now acting as an 
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Informant for the New fork Office, relate^hat Banet LaVery iasapposed to be 
a well-known Catholic. According toflfl^^^plt was folt by the *arty that 
because of Lavery’s being known as a Catholic, Lavery could be effective where 
a man better known for his Conuiunist connec tions mi ght have been at a dis- 
advantage* Although supposedly a Catholic elated La vary wa3 regarded 

ty Communist Party leaders at the National^eadquarters as a loyal an i faithful 
follower of the Conuainist Party Lino, ^(^^remarked that Laveiy might not 
have been a3 auch under the influence and control of the Oomnunists at the 
outset of his affiliation with the Guild as he became later on. H^mgMiave 
eventually become an actual member of the Coimunist Party althougl^H^^ 
was not sure of this. In any case, Corammist lenders were well aware of 
Lavery’s weaknesses and iiade very good use of him in connection r&th their 
program in the Screen .*rltcr3 Guild. 


♦elated that, with regard to the Screen V.riters Guild generally, 
the Comiuitists were either organizers of or a big factor in the organization of 
the Screen Writers Guild. He stated that the Communists definitely have con- 
trol of this organization and that the development of the Guild was part of 
the Comuunist program to infiltrate the movie industry and to dictate policies 
to the industry. He stated that he recalls rearing the Screen Writers Guild 
and its activities discussed by the Connunist leaders and remembers discussions 
by the Cultural Corjiiittee of the Goicrunist Party in which it was agreed that 
the control of the writers in Hollywood would provide tho wedge for control 
of all Hollywood. The purpose of the Guild, he stated, was to obtain better 
conditions for its members and to further the CoioLunist Party's pos^ionin 
influencing public opinion. After the Guild was fully organized, 

.related the Party used it in many ways including for the purpose of^^HIing 
the leg of management 1 '. In accordance with Couainist Party strategy of 
using the negative approach >7hen the positive was found to bo unsuccessful or 
unsuitable^th^Guild was also utilized successfully for its "disintegrating 
effect". explained that he meant by this ttu.t management and influential 

persons we^^Rrced into line to avoid criticism, do -called "experts" 
within the Guild have been, by belittling and harping along certain lines, 
effective in isolating persons who opposed the Party's line or at least were 


• arty 


mows from reports 
eadquarters, that at the 


successful in destroying their effectiveness 
seen by him at the Daily «7orker Office and at 
time he left the Party which was in the fall of 1945, the uiild was as com- 
pletely under the Party ' 3 control as such organizations as the International 
Workers Order. 


The *-ay, 1946, issue of "Screen writer", listed the Screen '.Vriters 
Guild's studio chairmen. This list included Lelvin Levy for Columbia Jtudios, 

I so be 1 Lennart for Jetro-Goldwyn-Hayor , Abe Polonsky for Paramount, and Henry 
layers for 11K0. All of these individuals have been identified as Coixrunists and 
their Co muni st affiliations are set out in Section I. 


According to the "Screen Writer, " Volume No. Ill, No. 2, dated 
July, 1947, the present officers and executive board members of the Screen 
'Writers Guild are as follows: 


Emmet Lavery 
liary UcCall, Jr. 
Howard Estabrook 
Hugo Butler 
F. Hugh Herbert 
Harold Buchman 


President 

First Vice President 
Second Vice President 
Third Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


Executive Board 

Uelvill Baker 
Harold Buchman 
'Hugo Butler 
James U. Cain 
Lester Cole 
Philip Dunne 
Howard Estabrook 


F. Hugh Herbert 
Talbot Jennings 
Ring Lardner, Jr. 
Ranald UacDougall 
Eary UcCall, Jr. 
George Seaton 
Leo Townsend 


Alternate Executive Board Members 


liaurice Rapf 
Gordon Kahn 
Isobel Lennart 
Valentine Daview 


Henry ityers 
David Hertz 

Uorris E. Cohn, Counsel 
Alice Penneman, Secretary 


Of the above 28 officers and executives the following 10 are, or 
have been, members of the Communist Party. 


Harold Buchman 


Buchman has been identified through a highly confidential but most 
delicate technique on August 31, 1944, January 8 and 16, February 26 and November 
19, 1945, as a member of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County Caomunist 
Party or Comiaunist Political Association. Through this source it wa3 also ascer- 
tained that he was a functionary of the Party and held 1945 Book jt46602. 

b 

Hugo Butler 

Through tids same source it was ascertained on August 31, 1944, January 
8 and 16, 1945, and February 26, 1945, that Butler waa a member of Branch Ar*3 of 
the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party and that he ftad 
been a member of the Communist Political Association. 
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Lector Colo 


Jhe sa,no source advised tlat on -.u^ust 31, 1944, January C and li, 
1943, aud *-eorj&ry 26, 1945, Cole vrus a uember of branch n-3 of the ..orthw *£1. 
dcotien of the Los Angeles County Corrii’-inist political Association and Uis 1945 
Look i.uirbcr .ns 46605 . 

David r.ertz 


'fiie saua couf Ldnntlal source also related that on January 16, 
1945, ..ertz was a rcercbur of the *,orthr;ost dectior. of the Los Anjeles county 
CoitnuiJst PoliVcal Assoc?.ation. 


dordonhalji 


Tne oano source related that on august 31, 1944, January 3 and 1C, 
re unary 26, and ^ove:.iuer ly, 1945, halm was a nemuer of the I.orthwest 
dectiun of the Corrunist Political association or the Conriunist forty, 
his 1945 Jook '.;as y 46223 . 

..inj Lardner, Jr . 

Un i.u^uct 31, 1944, January J and 16, February 26 and hover.oer I 9 , 
1945, tne same confidential sorce adviseu tliat Lardjnr v~s a r.ember of urnneu 
A-l of the Los nJ-teles Comity Cot.va.aust Political «..s5uciatior: or wor'ii^iist 
*arty. he held 1945 book ,> 40606 . 


+SoucI I^nnart 

The sane source related that on August 31, 1944, January 0 iiad 16, 
i-ebruary do, and ..ovenuor ly, 1945, Lennart was a rombor oi the northwest 
Jection of the Los Angelas County Cormujiist party 01 “ the Los Anyelea Cor: - nr.ist 
political Association, dhe neld 1945 book j-4661?>. 

henry xyers. also Known as henry Layers 

On A^ust 31, 1944, January 6 ar.d 16, and idoruary 26, 1945, tne 
sai::o source advised that . yorg ms a ::e»cber of the Los Anyeles County 
Corj'tJnist political Association and in 1945 held hook /41Cly. 

La -.rice ibtrf 

On rt- 0 uat 31, 1944, January 6 and 16, rebruary 26 and hovenoer 19, 
1945, uayf .xas a member oi j ranch u-1 01 the northwest Section of the ins 
Angles County Coanunist Political Association or Cucmuuist party, according 
to tne same source, -in auuition this source reported thot he was a rember 
of the Corjnunist Pari..- in 1943, at that time listen as a functionary of the 
northwest Section. 


Leo Townsend 


J 


On August 31, 1944, January 8 and 16, February 26 and November 19, 

1945 , Townsend was a member of Branch A-i of the Northwest Section of the 
Los Angeles County Communist Party and held 1945 Book $41824. In addition, 
he was also a member of the Comminist Political Association. 

Former Special Agent December 11, 

1946, ascertained that Ann Hotl^fo^anTs^^WestSn^Drlve^Los Angeles, 
and Ruth Rlmkrant were osployed as secretaries in the office of the Screen 
Writers Guild. This highly confidential but delicate source, referred to 
above, on January 16, 1945, identified both of these women as members of 
the Los Angeles County Comcunist Political Association. 


The "Screen Writer", which is the official publication of the Screen 
Writers Qoild, is a monthly publication. Ihe following individuals are 
responsible for its publication, according to Volume 3, Wimber 2, dated July, 
1947; 


Editors 

Director of Publications; 
Editorial Committee; 


Gordon Kahn 
Robert Shaw 
Art Arthur 
Martin Field 
Richard lb bier 
Isobel Lennart 
Bernard Schoenfeld 


Herbert Clyde Lewis 
Harris Gable 
Lester Koenig 
Ronald kacDougall 
Theodore Strauss 


In addition to the above, a review of the December, 1946, and 
January, 1947, issues of the Screen Tfriter was made and it was noted that the 
following individuals have had responsibilities in connection with the pub- 
lication of the magazine; 


Editorial Conurittee: 
Director of ttiblications 
in 1946; 

Editorial Conmittee: 
Editor in 1946; 


Sidney -toehm 

Harold J. Salemson 
Paul Trivers 
Dalton Trumbo 
Adele Buffington 
Philip Dunne 
Ring Lardner, Jr. 

Sonya Levien 

Stephen Morehouse Avery 



Of the 21 individual* listed a bore, 8 are or hay* been members 
of the ComauxLst Part/ or Communist Political Association* Th*r Includes 

Herbert Cl/de Leal a Bernard Schoenfald 

Theodore Strauaa Paul T rivers 

Dalton Trumbo Gordon Kahn 

IsobaL Lennart Bing Lardnsr, Jr* 

The Connunlst connections or these individuals are set out In Section I of this 
nemorendiB* 

Exemplar of the influence had ty these Conuainists within the organi- 
zation was the October, 1946, issue of the “Screen Writer". In this publication, 
an editorial appears concerning the Communist -inspired American Authors Authority ; 
an article concerning the scope of the Screen Writers Guild; a third article 
by Conuomists Howard DLosdale and Guy Bidore ; a fourth article on a technical 
phase £f writing; the fifth on opinions and motion pictures; and the sixth by 
Connunlst screen writer Lester Cole on wage negotiations for screen writers. 

The Connunist affiliations of Howard Dims dale, Guy Ehdore and Lester foie are 
set out in Section I. 

In the back of the publication, there is a section entitled “News 
Notes". An analysis of these notes also clearly shows how the Comainist 
cause is disseminated by this publication. For example, "News Notes* in this 
issue carried an announcement by the California Labor School, a Communist 
inspired group, of a series of courses, a production by the Co mmin lst influenced 
Actors Laboratory, an announcement of the Communist influenced People's 
Educational Center carrying details of the curriculum of this school as well 
as a report concerning the Hollywood Writers Mobilization, a Communist influencet 
group. The Connunlst connections of ths Actors Laboratory, the People's 
Educational Center, and the Bollywood Writers Mobilization are set out in 
Section in of this memorandum# 

The American Authors Authority, previously referred to, was said 
to hay# been established and conceived by ths Screen Writers Quild. Ths 
• inception of this plan, according to the "Screen Writer", resulted from a 
meeting of the Screen Writers Guild Original Material Conmitte^o^whic^^^_ 
Conmun lst Ring Lar&ter is t hs head. Confidential Informant 
VM advised an December 13, 1946, that the American Author^AB&nonty is 
a proposed agney to be set up by the Authors League of America and its 
affiliated branches, the Authors Guild, ths Dramatists CXiild, ths Radio Writers 
Guild and tto Screen Writers Guild* The purpose of this agaicy is to protect 
the economic interests of all wrltars and authors of over/ kind who writs for 
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the screen, for publishing houses, magazines, radio, etc., ly making this 
agency in effect an over all "holding agency" of all the written material 
produced by the writers In the United States. The formation of this American 
Authors Authority is based on one central idea, that is, that no writer may 
sell outright to ary film company or publisher of ary kind his wrltt® material 
but that such written material shall be "leased" only and th 3 t the copyright 
of all such material is assigned ty the writer to the American Authors Authority 
when it is offered for sale originally. Thus, while the writer is technically 
the owner of the story, article or screen play, the copyright on same would be 
held by the American Authors Authority under its control. The American 
Authors Authority maintains that there are only three issues involved in the 
plan and states them as follows: 


1. Linder the authority they (the film producer or publisher) 
will not through re-makes be able to make two or more 
profits out of one story purchased. 


2. They will be restrained from accepting as a free gift from 
the writer his secondary rights in any piece of material 
sudi as television, radio, serial, etc. 

3. They will be restrained from freezing a writers material 
on their shelves for an indefinite period while he 
watches the chances for other sales pass by. 


Confidential Informant related that the formation 

of the American Authors Authority^ath^^h^screenLTr iters Guild of 
Hollywood "has a relation to the general activities of the Communist Party as 
shown by the individuals of the over all connittee of that guild and who are 


given the task o^cut ting it across." 
as reported as follows: 

Onset La very. Chairman 
Robert Ardrqp 
Alvah Bessie 
James U. Cain 
Philip Dunne 
Audrey Finn 
Frances Goodrich 
T. Hugh Herbert 
Albert iialtz 
Sam loo re 
William Pome ranee 
Adele Rogers St. John 
Arthur Schwartz 


The names appearing in this connittee 


Ring Lardner, Jr., Vice President 

Arthur Edmund Beloin 

True Boardman 

Morris £. Cohn 

Joseph Fields 

Everett Freeman 

Albert Hackett 

Boris Ingster 

Mary McCall, Jr. 

Arch Oboler 
Allen Rlvkin 
Louise Rousseau 
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Bin g Lardner, Jr.. Alvah Bessie and Albert Malts bays been 
identified as Communist* in Section 1 of thi* memorandum. In addition* 
through a highly confidential but very delicate source, Aubrey Finn was 
identified August 31, 1944, January 8 and 16, and February 26, 1945, as 
a member of the Communist Party on special leave since December, 1942, 
having entered that status in January, 1943, from 8 ranch- D of the Northwest 
Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party. In 1943 his Communist 
Party Book was £215153. 

Through this same source on January 16, 1945, Sam Moore was 
identified as a member of Branch D of the Northwest Section of the Los 
Angeles County Connunlst Political Association. He was educational director 
of that Branch and was assigned Book £44635. 

Through this same source, V/llliam Pomerance on January 16, 1945, 
was identified as a member of Branch A-3 of the Nsrthwest Section of the 
Lob Angeles County Communist Political Association and was assigned Communist 
Book £46294. 


In this connection 


is of 


it was 


ascertni 



i¥son on May 23, 1946, stated in a conversation with Bert Bargeman that the 
best method to fi^bt "Fascism" was to Communlze the writers and producers in 
Hollywood and, eventually, control every picture and fiction story produced 
in Hollywood. He continued that perhaps one day it would be possible to 
control every news article in the United Spates that the people read. By 
way of identification concerning Bert Bargeman, it should be pointed out that 
at that time she was employed as a secretary at the Hollywood Writers Mobiliza- 
tion. 


It is through the Communists in this group, the Screen Writers Quild, 
that Communist Ideology is disseminated to the fellow traveler. Communist 
sympathizer, and unsuspecting writers who are affiliated with the Guild in the 
motion picture industry. The Communists and Communist pressure In the Oiild 
thus caused the injection into motion picture scripts of Communist propaganda 
and the elimination of anti- Communist statements and scenes from original 
motion picture scripts. 


IJ 
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ScrtiA Writers Guild Members Connected with tb* 

Offlcs of War Infor ^tian Overseas Ulo Program 

In July of 1949 over fifty writers* all members of ths Sorean 
Writers Guild, wars working on scripts for pictures to be produced In con- 
junction with the Office of War Information Overseas Him Program. Am on g 
the editorial board members were the following members of the Screen Writers 
Guild: 


John Howard Lawson 
Haro Connelly 
Sidney Buchnan 
Charles Brackett 
John Houseman 


Bobert Bo seen 
Howard letabrook 
Howard Koch 
Harry Tugert 
Talbot Jennings 


John Howard Lawson, Sidney Buchman and Bobert Bossen have been 
identified as Conaiunists, and their Communist Party affiliations are set out 
In Section I* 

Haro Connelly has been reported by Informant ^^^in 1944 as 
haring been a member of the Communist Party. ^Jvhas also stated that he 
was a member of tt» League of American Writers and the Hollywood Democratic 
Committee. The Communist connections of these two organizations are set 
out in Section III of this memorandum. 


Charles Brackett has been identified by Informant ^Pfas haring 
been a member of the Screen Writers Guild. The League of American Writers 
art the Hollywood Democratic Committee. 


has been i dentified by Informant ^HPk 

•nforld 


s haring been 

a C osmund st 


John Hous 

a member of the League of American Writers. The People *• 
publication for Junk 10, 1944, reflected that Houseman was a member of the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization. 

Howard letabrook has been identified by Informant ^^0as baring 
been a member of the League of American Writers, an Instructor at ths Peoplss 
Ed uc a tional Center In Hollywood art a member of the Executive Council of 
Hollywood Democratic Committee. 


Informant 
League of American 
Independent Oltisens 


Writers, ! 


reported that Howard Kooh baa been a member of 
, The Screen Writers Guild, art the Hollywood 
lttee for the Arts, Sciences and Professions. 


the 


Informant has related with regard to Harry Tigend that he was 

sber of the ScreBT Writers Oulld art a member of the Hollywood Democratic 
Committee. The People* s World for June 10, 1944, reflected that Tugend was a 
member of the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation* 


00 



( / 

J 



According to Infornont^^^V Talbot Jennings was a member of the 
League of American V. f riters and tn^ocreen ’writers Guild* 

As has been previously indicated in this section the organizational 
affiliations of the above individuals have been set out to show that these 
individuals have been connected with organizations which have been infiltrated 
by Communists or are under the influence of Comnunists. The organizations with 
which these individuals are affiliated are discussed in Section IH of this 
memorandum* 

Screen Actors Guild 


On April 10, 1947, Special Agents of the Los Angeles Office interviewed 
Ronald Reagan and his wife, Jane Yfy-man, at their request in order that they 
might furnish information to this Bureau regarding the activities of some 
members o5-'the Guild who they suspected were carrying on Communist Party work. 
Reagan advised that the Screen Actors Guild had 12 officers and that the work 
of the Guild was carried on principally throu^ the Executive Board composed 
of 12 officers plus past presidents. 

Reagan and his wife advised that for the past several months they 
had observed during the Guild meetings there were two "cliques" of members, 
one headed by Anne Revere and the other by Karen i-Iorley which on all 
questions of policy confronting the Guild, followed the Coiaiunist Party Line. 
Reagan related that Revere and 4'orley do not appear to be particularly close, 
but whenever an occasion arises necessitating the appointment of some member 
.to a committee or to an office, the two cliques invariably either nominate or 
support the same individual. Reagan and his wife listed the following actors 
and actresses as supporting Revere and Lbrley: 

Alexander I!nox Howard DeSilva 

Hume Cronyn Dorothy Tree 

Howland Chanfcerlain Senela Royale 

Reagan also mentioned Larry Parks las also supported this group on 
several occasions. Of the individuals mentioned by Reagan and his wife, those 
known to the Los Angeles Office as being or having been members of the Comnunist 
Political Association or the Comnunist Party are as follows: 

Karen Corley 
Dorothy free 
Larry Parks 


Anne Revere 
Howard DeSilva 
Howland Chamberlain 
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Reagan advised that recaitly an actor by the name of Lloyd Gough 
appeared to be a particularly close friend of Karen Lorlqjr and had very 
vociferously supported Revere and Uorl^r. He stated that Gough had recently 
been named Chairman of the clique within the Guild which calls itself the 
"Combined Actors Comittee". He related that this Coamittee includes in its 
membership the element which he and his wife consider the radical element. 

He also related that this group apparently meets separately prior to the 
Guild meetings and agrees on the policy it will follow at the meetings. 

Lloyd Goufdi was identified as a member of the Communist Party through a highly 
confidential but very delicate source in May of this year. Through another 
very reliable but extremely delicate source, it was ascertained that the records 
of the Communist Party have reflected that 71 members are listed as actors 
or actresses. Of this number, 54 have been verified through the Guild as 
Guild members, 42 of which are in a current status. This verification was 
made on July 31, 1947. 

The following 42 persons currently in good standing with the 
Screen Actors Guild are known to be members of the Hollywood Section of the 
Los Angeles County Conumnist Party and/or former members of the Ios Angeles 
County Communist Political Association. The Communist affiliations of these 
actors and actresses are set out in section I of this memorandum. 


Georgia Backus 
Homan Bohnen 
Joseph Bromberg 
Howland Chamberlin 
Howard DeSilva 
Virginia Fanner 
Julie Gibson 
Lloyd Gough 
Alvin Hamer 
Victoria Home 
Mark Lawrence 
Norman Lloyd 
John (Skins) Miller 
Karen itorley 
Larry Parks 
Luden Privel 
Amelia Romano 
Robin Short 
Gale Sondergaard 
Peter Virgo 
Lynn ffliitnqy 


Helen Beverly 
Lloyd Eridges 
Morris Camovsky 
Lee Cobb 
Mary Jo Ellis 
June Foray 
Jody Gilbert 
Freddy Graff 
Tom Holland 
Victor Killian 
Canada Lee 
Ray Mayer 
Patricia ililler 
Ruth Nelson 
Stanley Prager 
Anne Revere 
Shimen Rusl'ln 
Art Smith 
Dorothy Tree 
Qmest Whitman 
Buddy Yanis 
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Screen Cartoonists Guild 


Confidential In formant the Los Angeles 

Office advised that the Screen Cartoonists Guild was organized and founded 
in the motion picture industry in Hollywood, California, Airing the Fall of 
1939 as an independent union having Jurisdiction over cartoonists, sketch 
artists and animators who were engaged in the motion picture industry. 


He related that this union continued as an ind ependent union 
until the Sprinr^^f 1941 at which time it secured a charter of affiliation 
with the AFL* flHH stated, that after the charter was granted, a strike was 
called at thejS^Tusney Studios which lasted for about 40 days. This strike 
according brought out conclusively that the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild was Communist infiltrated and was evidenced by the fact that the 
entire strength of the Communist machine in the Los Angeles and Hollywood 
areas was^throvm into the strike, resulting in the anti-Comrrunist unions 
in the studios entering the dispute to bring about a settlement. The strike 
was settled on July 9, 1941, with the Screen Cartoonists Guild gaining its 
objectives ty being recognized as the sole bargaining agency for the cartoonists 
and the Communists in the Cartoonists Guild considered this a major victory. 


tion and 




related that the persons chiefly responsible for the organiza- 
.ng of this guild included the folio, ving individuals* 


Herbert K. “Jarrell 
Ed Li. Gilbert 
Phyllis lambertson 
William Littlejohn 


David Hilberman 
Arthur Babbitt 
George E. Bo die 


It should be noted with regard to the above that Herbert ft. 
Sorrell is a former Communist. His background is set out under the section 
devoted to the Conference of Studio Unions. 


Concerning David Hilberman, whose Party name is said to be 
William Foldal, Confidential Informant MB related on 2, 1943, that 
Hilberman was present at the Annual Communist Party Llay Qsy Festival held 
at the Los Angeles Breakfast Club and was responsible for the cartoon which 
was posted in that hall demanding a second front. Through a highly confi- 
dential and very delicate source, it was ascertained thet Hibernian, on 
October 5, 1943, purchased a $25 Wai^Bon^througl^the Communist Party in 
Los Angeles. Former paid info rman the Ins Angeles 
Office related in January, 1944, tliatHffbeniSr^oined the Communist Party 
in 1935 under the name of William Foldal and that he held 1939 Coaminist 
Party Book #3171. 





flith regard to Bd li. Gilbert, a highly confidaitial and extremely 
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Gilbert had been a member of the Communist Party for 12 years and was an 
active member of the Party at tliat time* 

jOth^ regard to the policies propagated by this group, Confidential 
Informant ^^phas related that the Screen Cartoonists Guild, prior to the 
tine Germa^^^ivaded Russia, came out strongly against United States aid to 
Britain and against the lilted States entry into the war. However, when 
Russia was invaded by the Germans, the 3cre®i Cartoonists Guild called for 
the United States to enter the war and the establishment of a second front. 

i related that the leading functionary of the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild from ~1943 to 1945 was Mortimer vailiam Pomerance, who, during that 
period, was the Business Representative of the union and used his influence 
to direct and control union activities which would brinr. the union into the 
Cormunist orbit. The Conurunist connections of Pomerance are set out in 
Section I of this memorandum. 


_,r3lated in February, 1944, that the Communist Party in Los 
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wood movie industry and had gained control or at least strong influence in 
17 studio guild unions, one of which was the Screen Cartoonists Guild. 

^his latter union was a member o^the Conference of Studio Unions which was 
then under Communist influence* ^(B|related that the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild was one of the studio guilds which sponsored the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization (a Gommnist front group discussed in Section III), which, 
from its inception, started clamoring fgr a secon d front an d contln m 
follow t he Comimmist Pa rty line. From 

or The 

uonriianisTi rarxy lnrtbT ,J!£eiSS, It W1S ascertained that on April 21, 1944, 
Mortimer Vfilliam Pomerance, acting as the Business Representative of the 
Screai Cartoonists 3-iild, conferred with Elizabeth Glenn. On this occasion, 
Glenn was advised by Pomerance that the Guild had no objection to Comaunist 
Party meetings being held at the Screen Cartoonists Hall. 


Through a hiiily confidential but delicate source it was ascertained 
on January 16, 1945, that Elizabeth Leach, Organizer of the Northwest Section 
of the Coranunist Political Association, Los Angeles County, had a report 
which dealt with the Screen Cartoonists Guild, This report stated: 

"The Screen Cartoonists Guild has done a great deal toward developing 
understanding of the possibilities of the cartoon film at a pro- 
pagandist educational medium. Through the educational activities 
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of the Union it has been possible to achieve more consistent de- 
mocratic content in the regular governmental films themselves. 

In addition, members of the Guild have undertaken to make films 
for labor and police organizations. The first of these was the 
United Auto Workers cartoon 'Hell Bent for- meet ion 1 which was 
conceived and produced by members of the Guild." 

California, 

on June lo^lv!I7^tnan!a^^5nerret^CecilBear^a5^Torraan McCabe, who are 
cartoonists and artists in the motion picture industry, were contacting nu- 
merous cartoonists who were then unejuf>loyed through the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild and were making plane to put out a series of cartoon books for child- 
ren as well as adults in order to influence their thinking toward Cam-junism. 
Mary Sherret told this informant that if children will follow these 
cartoon booklets, it will result, wne^^hey become adult, in their being mas- 
ters of the machine rather than the machine mastering them. It should be 
pointed out that there is no information available in Los Angeles reflecting 
that any of the above three individuals are members of the Communist Party. 


Confidential Informant 


s informants 
wait Disney 




and 
aavised 


onist-s uuiia presently nos its office^in Union Hall at 
6272 Yucca Street, Hollywood, California. According tojHBfcthere are ap- 
proximately 800 members of the Screen Cartoonists Guild whoa are un- 
employed. According to all of the above mentioned informants, the Screen Car- 
toonists Guild held an election of officers on June 24, 1947, at which time 
the following individuals were elected who are members of the Communist Party 
or who have indicated Communist sympathies: 


Robert Carlsor 


Carlson, wh^^^^^lecte^ftjeasure^o^th^Scree^C^j^^^st^Gu^d, 
was by ilr 

Texas, in June, 1947^a^^^^^^^receTve^u^YounTst literature at the Y4CA where 
he resided during his visit to El Paso, Teaas, in the latter part of 1946. 
■^Mj^Balso stated that Carlson talked openly in favor of Communism. 


Maurice Howard 


Maurice Howard was elected the Business Agent of the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild. He was identified as a Ccxamunist in Hollywood on 2/26/45 through a most 
reliable and very delicate source. It is also known through an extrc-uely reliable 
but very delicate source that his wife, Evelyn, was also a member of the Communist 
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reported with regard to Babbitt that on Arne 20, 1940, 
a number of cartoonists who spent several evenings each 

week making 
in New York 
to Informant 
Babbitt was 
endeavoring 

matters and also for the distribution of Connunist literature. 

Through a highly confidential but very delicate source, it was 
ascertained that the following individuals who are screen cartoonists, are 
members of the Communist Party. Their Comnunist Party affiliations are 
set out in Section I of tills me;orandum; 


drawings and cartoons to be sent to Coranuni 3 t Party headquarters 

• According 

on June 6, 1941, for 

to influence other employees to become interested in Comminlst 


Cecil Beard 
%itary Lou Eastman 
William Gray 
Gordon Stewart 


Morton Diamondstein 
Burton Freund 
Spencer Peel 
George Stone 


Screen Office Employees Guild, AJL Local 1391 



of the Studio Drivers Transpor- 
tation Union, AFL Local 77T, and uTialrian of the ..otion Picture Alliance, 
reported th.t the Screen OXfice Employees Guild was originally affiliated v.dth 
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers of America, AFL 
Local 1391. 


He related that in 1945 when the Conference of Studio Unions 
called a strike in the film industry, all of the members of the Screen 
Office Employees Guild were not in full accord with the provisions of the 
strike. Consequently, about half of the members in the union went back to 
work. He also related that in the interim between the 1945 strike and the 
current film strike, the National Labor Relations Board held an election 
within the Screen Office Employees Guild at which time the Screen Office 
Snployees Guild voted to affiliate with the AFL "Office Employees Industrial 
Union”. Accordingly, the Screen Office Enployees Guild no longer exists. 

On July 24, 1947, this same source related that at one time the 
Screen Office Employees Guild was strongly dominated by the Cocnunist Party 
and contained many members within its organization who ware members of the 
Communist Party. This source based his statement on the long experience 
and his observations of t ie tactics and policies followed by various individuals 
listed hereinafter who were members of the Screen Cffice SnpLoyees Guild as 
of July 30, 1944. 



President t 

Recording Secretary t 
Financial Secretary* 
Treasurer! 

Tfarden : 

Conductor t 
Organizers 
Special Organiser; 
Business Representatives 


Margaret Bennett (Wills) 

Blanche Cole 

Bernard lusher (Luscher) 

Claire Horgan 
Jack Reed 

Barbara Alexander (Barbara .jyers) 
Florence Contini 
Min So Ivin 
Glenn Pratt 


This same source related that in addition to the above; Iferta Uerkvitz 
who was a member of the Board of Directors of the Screen Office i4:ployees 
Guild and a delegate to the Caitral Labour Council, was a Communist. 

Margaret Bennett (Margaret Bennett V. 

The Conmunist connections of this individual are set out in Section I 
of tliis menorandum. It should be pointed out that she is at the present time 
connected with the Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions. She is not at the 
present time connected with the Office Employees Industrial ihion which succeeded 
the Screen Office Employees Guild. 



Blanche Cole 


Blanche Cole on July 26, 1943, was Educational Director of Branch N 
of the Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, accord- 
ing to information received froii^^vere reliable but extremely delicate 
source. According bo informant she is not associated with the Office 

Bnployees Industrial Union at tn^presoit time. 

Bernard Lusher (Luscher) * 

He is identified in Section I of this memorandum as a Co-.munist. 

Barbara Alexander (Barbara lysrs) 

Barbara Alexander has also been identified in Section I as a 

Communi st . 


bln Selvln 


According to a very reliable but extremely delicate source, in 1943 
Sslvin was a member of the 'lorthwea^^ection of the Los Angela* County Communist 
Party. In addition, info man tMfl^lfcias related that Selvln recartly married 
Norval D. Crutcher, who has bee^looitified in Section I as a former member of 
the Communist Party. . 


I 



Herta Uerkvitz 


She has also been identified as a me mber 
through former paid Confidential Informant 
a former member of the Communist Party.’ 


was 



Informant 
had Comaunist conne 


IHP’ 

jettons a: 


related he believed that tinse individuals who 
and who were affiliated with the Screen Office 
Employees Guild had for the most part dropped out of the Office Bnployecs 
Industrial Union and that there was no indication at the presait tine that 
t ds latter union, the Office Employees Industrial Union, was under the 
control of the Com-iunist elements. 


Screen Directors Uuild, Inc. 

.Jhe Hollywood Studio Blu-Book Director, spring edition, 1947, 
lists 18 officers of the Screen Directors Guild, none of whom have been 
identified as Communists and therefore the names of the officers and 
directors are not being set out. Through a very highly confidential and 
most delicate source, it was ascertained that 9 directors presently con- 
nected with the motion picture industry are or have been members of the 
Communist Party. They are set forth as follows: 

Jack Berry, Universal Studios 

Louis Brandt, Assistant Director in charge of production at 
Audio Pictures, Ihc. 

Herbert Siberian, Freelance, unemployed at present 
Jules Dassin, Offices of iiark Fbllinger 
Edward Oytryk, RKD Studios 
Cyril Enfield, Comet Pictures 

Lester Fuller, Paramount Studios in 1945 (unemployed at present) 
Benjamin Kadish, Early in 1947 Director for Nassour Studios, at 
present making Independent picture 
Frank iVright Tuttle, at present unemployed. 

In addition to the above, Confidmtial Informant who 

i3 a member of the Eoard of Directors of the Screen «!riters uuiR^a^read that 
the following directors are not members of the Screen Directors Guild. However, 
they have been identified through highly confidential but most delicate sources 
as members of the Comiminist Party or the Comnunist Political Association. 

Herman Hot stein. In 1945 employed ty Columbia Studio# 

Ben Shaw, an Assistant DLrector 

William Edward Watts, Freelance Assistant DLrector 
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Musicians Mutual Protective Association 
(Local 47, American Federation of Musicians, Affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor) 




Los Angeles, 

Herat ion of IJusicians, scat 
"Musicians Mutual Protective Association, 
included all professional white musicians in the Los Angeles area. 


The April, 1947, edition of the laisicians Directory, an official 
publication of this union, listed approximately 13,000 menbers in good standing* 
The July, 1947, "Overture" which is the official journal of this union, listed 
the '47 officers. The only individual listed among the current officers v:ho 
has been idavtified as a Communist is Don 2. Wight, a member of the Trial 
Beard and Delegate to the Pasadena Central Labor Council, wight was identified 
as a member of the Commnist Party in April, 1943, possessing Communist Party 
Book ^36200 by a highly confidential and most delicate source. 


Information concerning tills group is set out in the report of the 
Joint Fact-Finding Committee of the California Legislature on Un-Anerican 
Activities for 1947, v.-hich reflects that from 1937 to 1939, the President of 
this group was California 3tate senator. Jack 3. Tenney, whose candidacy 
had originally been supported by a group of approximately 65 Communist 
Party members. According to the report, during Tenney’s term of office, he 
conducted an investigation of Comnunism ’.vithin the local which resulted in a 
number of expulsions. In 1939, Tenn^ was defeated for reelection and accord- 
ing to the report, since that time the activities of the Communists within the 
union have resulted in its withdrawal from affiliation with the Los Angeles 
Central L abor Council and from the State Federation of Labor. According to 
Informant the President of the Local, J. K, (Spike) 

IVallace, sl^^^^ffenne^as Resident due to the fact that he had received 
the Sonuminist support in the union. He related that during the period from 
1939 until 1947, J allace cooperated with the Cormunist members of the union 
to such an extent that the Conmunists actually exercised control over the 
policies of the local. Ka related that the local’s constitution provides that 
150 members constitutes a quorum and that it was extremely difficult to 
secure an attendance as large as this at a union meeting. Consequently, 
there have only been four quorum meetings of the union durin._, the past five 
years with the result that the general membership estimated at nearly 15,000 
had no voice in the affairs of the local. According to this source, the 
Columnists made numerous demands upon Wallace during the last National Con- 
vention of the group irith wliich Wallace found It inpossible to comply. As a 
result, Wallace was s^rerely criticised by this faction but indicated to this 
source that from now an he was through with the Conmunists. »ch of the 
following individuals are members in good standing of Local 47 of ths American 
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Federation of Musicians. They have been identified through a highly con- 
fidential but very delicate source as members of the Conrminist Political 


Association as of January 16, 1945, 

Doris Albert 
Lischa Altman 
Kalman Bloch 
Karris Browda 
Don Christlieb 
Paul Dessau 
Joe Eger 
Roy Frankson 
Chas. Gould 
Sidney Greene 
Tanara Hov^y 
'George Kast 
Herbert Lessner 
Lily Llahler 
Joseph Pass 
Paul Powell 
Henry Roth 
Leonard Selic 
Alexander 7/alden 
Rose -<atkins 
Gilbert Grau 


or Oomuunist Party as of IJay 17, 1947: 

Sa.uel Albert 
Philip Bass 
Russell Brodine 
Miriam G. Chassan 
Beatrice Da so in 
Lina Di Fiore 
Milton Feher 
Eniice dhapiro Gottlieb 
Uo x Gralnick 
Serge Hovgy 
Raines Idriss 
Eugene B. Lehr man 
Edgar Lustgarten 
Herbert Offner 
George Pepper 
Esther Roth 
George Sandell 
Cyril Towbin 
Fred barren 
. Horraan Granz 


• Council of Hollywood CLilds and Unions 

This organization was formed originally as the "Emergency Committee of 
the Hollywood Guilds and Unions" to combat the so-called "Fascist Motion 
Picture Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideals" and held its first 
meeting on Wednesday, June 28, 1944, in Hollywood, California* The purpose 
of this original meeting was, according to an official announcement which 
appeared in the Hollywood Reporter, to get together representatives of 17 
guilds and unions in the Lotion Picture Industry to set up a constructive 
program during the war and after which would protect the industry and its 
workers from anti -labor and send. -Fascist attacks* 

Ifcr way of identification, it should be pointed out that the Lotion 
Picture alliance for the Reservation of American Ideals, according to its 
statcmait of principles has been set up believing in the American way of life 
in an effort to combat Communism, Fascism and kindred beliefs that sought 
tj^sutver^^^fians to undtf'ndne our Amo* lean Government. Confident ial Informant 
previously identified, has related that several meetings took 


i ,- 1 


101 


place la order to formlate plane for an organisation set up to coabet the 
Kotlon Picture Alliance* One of these meetings took piece on Pehruary 7, 
1944, two days afterthepubllcitJ^amionii^^^th^forMMo^^fth^Motlo^^ 
Picture Alliance. 

cTTne^^onSunis^uinctionary in loe Angele^nd publicly Identified, 
according to the Voters' Registration in Los TAngelea, a a a neater of the 
Coownlst Party, net with Carl Vinter, tha Executive Secretary of the 
Loe Angeles County Communist Party, to consider ways and jmeant to attack the 
Motion Picture Alliance* 

A surveillance on March 2, 1944, by Agents of tjhe los Angeles 
Office reflected that tha following Communists gathered at Sardl's Restaurant 
to formlate a program directed against the Motion Picture Alliance: 

Elizabeth Leach, William Pomerance and George Pepper. Likewise a conference 
was had between John Howard Lawson, leading Communist functionary in the 
Motion Picture Industry, and Robert Rossen, former President of the Screen 
Writers Oiild, and Hollywood Writers Mobilization, ldentlfie^lj^ectlon^^^ 
of this memorandum as a Coaminlat. with a similar purpose 


this eamo source on March 31, 19^4, It was ascertained 
tna^Tawso^Told William Pomerance that the Screen Wrltefe Oilld should start 
the ball rolling In forming an attack on tha Motion Picture Alliance. Lawson sug- 
gested that tha attack be made against persons who were leading the Motion Picture 
Alliance and that the attack be worded In such a way to indicate that the 
persons responslblefor the Motion Picture Alliance were j against the war effort. 
Through thlsfl|^^^BH| source, it wae also ascertained that a meeting was held 
during March, the home of Albert Malts, screen writer whose Comminlst 

affiliations are set out In Section I, to further formulate plans to fight 
the Motion Picture Alliance* At thle meeting. Agents survellling the residence 
of Malts identified such active Comannlst functionaries ^s Lester Cole and 
Elisabeth Leach. 


^ Through 

it m« ascsrtalnec^nat a conference was had between Lawson and Eat* 
O^hS^P, 1944, relative to tha "dirt the Conirunlat Party was then attempting 
to uncover concerning the Motion Picture Alliance leader^". By way of Identi- 
fication concerning the Eats with whom Lawson held this conference, it should be 
pointed out that this individual Is Charles Eats, a Lot Angelas attorney whoa 
John Leach, when testifying before a Loe Angeles County Grand Jury, Identified 


Jury, Identified 


as a i; a nnum it* rariy memosr* «ionn iiescn nimssii is a lOrmer uotumniti rarty 
Organiser in Los Angeles* 
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Oi ?Jay 9, 19ii)i, an article appeared in the Vest Coast Communist 
newspaper, the People's Yforld, listing 38 film unions and guilds which sent 
delegates to a meeting on May 2, l9Uk. This meeMflg_w aa called according 
to former Confidential Informant, the Los Angeles 

Office, to formulate plans for the^^^^^Srtic^o^De set up which would fight 
the Motion Picture Alliance* 


On May 16, 19l*U, through* 

it was ascertained that Dalton Trumbo, Communist screen writer, conferred 
witn Lawson concerning the Motion Picture Alliance* On tills occasion, Trumbo 
indicated he had prepared a report which set out the long-range program being 
planned by the Communist Party in its attack against the Motion Picture Alliance. 
Trumbo stated that the opponents of the Motion Picture Alliance should be prepared 
to offer a constructive program in contrast to the Motion Picture Alliance’s 
destructive one. Trumbo stated that it was necessary to hold a mass meeting and 
suggested the use of the Publicists Guild in obtaining the widest possible press 
space concerning the meeting. It was Trumbo' s opinion that the primary atm of this 
meeting should be a complete exposure of the Motion Picture Alliance. Trumbo 
believed that it should be brought out at this meeting the inability of the 
Motion Picture Alliance to name one single picture containing their objective 
(Communist propaganda). Trumbo believed that this was a very vital point 
inasmuch as he did not feel that this organization could attack a specific 
motion picture without attacking specific picture producing organizations and 
at that moment the Motion Picture Alliance would be giving the opposition new 
allies. Trumbo indicated the guilds and unions should consider their 
.economic interests in the postwar world as being one that directly coincides 
with the economic interests of the producers and of the industry as a whole. 

Trumbo also indicated that the economic interest of all was directly dependent 
upon the kind of pictures made. 


He mentioned that the Motion Picture Alliance was against shaping 
the contents of a movie for any other purpose than that of making money. 

He also felt that they proposed to change the world of motion pictures, 
thereby doing exactly what the Motion Picture Alliance was fighting. Con- 
cerning Trumbo, it should be pointed out that he is a Communist screen 
writer and that his Communist connections are setybut in Section I of this 
memorandu m. In reporting on t his mee ting held on May 16, 19Uli, Confidential 
Info mart of the Los Angeles Office who was a 

former CcmnSTsuParty member, j^ated that the idea was stressed to emphasize 
to the public the role the motion pictures played against Fascism as well as the 
role pictures will play in the postwar world. He stated that this proposed 
organization was Communist inspired and was created to fight "red baiting*. 

He stated that if this proposed organization was successful it would help further 
Conmunlst Propaganda in the motion picture industry. 
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He related that moat of the individuals attending this meeting 
w ere either Co ciminist Party members or active Comnunist Party supporters. 

elated that on June 6, 1944, at the Screen Cartoonists Hall, 
a meeting which was called "an eraergenc^'icetinc of the 
Hollywood Guilds and lhion3 n . According to approximately 16 

persons were present, including Ibbert Rossen, who acted as Chairman; 
William Pomerance; Herbert K. Sorrell and Lester Colo, all of whoa have been 
identified In Section T of this memorandum as being or having been • members 
of the Communist Party .or Comnuuunist Political Association. 


The Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions as previously pointe^^ 
out^vaa actually formed on Juno 28, 1944. According to Informant 
one of the purposes for which the Council vras built was to 
down any individual croup who attempts to a ttack the Cout.um ist front organ- 
izations in motion pictures". According the Motion 

Picture Ai*liance was to be attacked from all angles and connected with 
everything subversive. It vras to be accused of Fascism, anti-Democracy, 
anti-Semtism, anti -Catholic ism, anti -Negro, anti-labor, anti -British, anti- 
Soviet, etc., so that the lotion Picture Alliance would have nothing loft to 
throw back at the Communists without being a "copy cat". 


Informant 

related that 17 guilds and unions signed the anno nee aah 
the Unergency Committee of Hollywood Guilds and Unions. 


On Jar 


ry 20, 1^47, through a highly confidential but very 


.delicate source, it wa3 ascertained that there were 7 unions affiliated 
wit!: the Conference of Studio Unions which belonged to the Council and that 
there were 2 International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees locals, 

2 indeoendait unions and one AFL union which comprised the membership of the 
Council at that time. These were as follows; 


Screen Story Analyst Guild 
Screen Cartoonist Guild 
Screen Costuners Guild 
Film Technicians 
Film Hectricians, Local 40 
Mac’d nists Guild 

Uu3icians Local 767 (This is not the mu ;i clans union to which 

musicians in the studios belong.) 

Painters Union 
Screen Publicists Union 
Screoi Supervisors Union 
Screen Set Decorators 
Screen 'Writers Guild 
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This source related that the Council had lost, mainly because 
of the difficulties over the current film strike, the Screen Actors Guild, 
th^Screen Office Employees Guild and Musicians Local #47. Informant 
VSHBrelated the ^uncil had supported all "left-wing, radical elenoits 
ifftn^Tthe labor movement". This source, who is an official in the labor 
movement, stated on July 24, 1947, that a radical element packed the first 
meeting of the Council and took it over. He expressed the opinion the Council 
eas strictly Gomnunist dominated, and, although the Council was relatively 


dormant at the present time, it must still be regarded as a force in the 
radical labor wing and will probably spring out soon in support of the third 
party movement. Tilth regard to the present officers, the latest report 
available concening the officers of the Hollywood Guilds and Unions was 
fo..nd in the Hollywood Reporter for March 2, 1^45. This publication 
reflected trie following officers of the Council were elected: 


'•Chairman : 

Vice Chairmans 
Se cretary -Treasurer : 
Board of Directors: 


Mary C. McCall, Jr. 
Paul Harvey 
Ted Ellsworth 
John R. Martin 
Bill Blovdtz 
Min Selvin 

Howard Bstabrook 
Sig Nesselroth 


( 


v 


Screen ITriters Guild) 




(Motion Picture Costumers 


(Film Technicians) 

(Screen Publicists Guild) 
(Screen Office Employees 
Guild) 

(Screen Writers Guild) 
(Moving Picture Painters, 
AFL, Local 644) 


) 


Of the above listed individuals, Min Selvin and Bill Blowitz are 
known Conunmists and their co.rjuunistic connections are set out in Section I 
of tills memorandum. 


It should also be pointed out that -argaret Bennett wills acoepted 
th^posrtion of Executive S ecretary of the Council according to Informant 

February, 1946. ^m^ftrelated that she indicated she was formerly 
President of the Screen Offic^iTipXoyees Guild and a delegate to the Caitral 
Labor Council. Jill# Com-.unlst connections are set out under Section I of 
this memorandum. 
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III. COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF TNTKT .1 JT.TUAL GROUPS 


The Co mmunist Party Directive of 1935, as reported by Confidential 
Informant previously referred to herein which directed the Communists to 

penetrate ^^Rnotion picture industry, included a specific call to the Communists 
requesting that they concentrate on the so-called intellectual groups composed 
of directors, writers, artists, actors, actresses, and highly paid technicians. 

In this field of intellectual groups, particularly among the writers and directors, 
the Communists have been most successful and their influence has been far reach- 
ing. According to |^H|the Communist activity in this field has been to work 
through front organ^ffiions which were not openly identified as Communist Party 
groups but, nevertheless, were controlled or under the influence of the Party 
through its official membership. 


To further s ubstantiate the report of Informant^^^^ Confidential In- 
formant the New York Office has related tha^apart of the Commu- 

nist Par^ program to infiltrate the motion picture industry was to 
penetrate the so-called intellectual groups in Hollywood. According to flHHV 
one of the key figures of the Conmunist Party in propagating this plan o^TnTiI- 
trcting the intellectual groups is John Howard Lawson. Lawson has been identified 
as a Communist screen writer in Section I of this memorandum. 


Informant ^^^preported that in 1930, in the Soviet Union there was set 
up an organization known as the International Union of Revolutionary Theatre. 

This group was the parent of a multitude of sub-organizations which, in the United 
States, were known as Workers' Theatres, Theatre Groups, et cetera. The first group 
formed as an outgrowth of the International Union of Revolutionary Theatres was 
the League of Workers' Theatres, created in New York in Approximately 1932. During 
1934, Its name was changed to the New Theatre League. 


New Theatre Learue 


Inf orman reported that this organization set up a National 
Executive Board In 1935, composed of representatives in the writing and directing 
field throughout the United States. Among the individuals who were associated 
with this group in an executive capacity and who have been active in Hollywood 
are John Howard Lawson, writer; Albert Malts, writer; Clifford Odets, writer; 

Jay Leyda, director; Lester Cole, writer; Herbert Biberman, director; Frank Tuttle, 
director; J. Edgar Bromberg, actor; Lionel Stander, actor; and Donald Ogden Stew- 
art, writer. Of the above mentioned individuals Lawson, Malts, Leyda, Cole, tiiber-* 
sun, Tuttle, and Bromberg all have been identified as Communists and their Commu- 
nist Part j^fflli at ions are set out in Section I. Clifford Odsts, according to 
Informant was one of the original organizers of the League of American Writers 


Lionel Stander has been reported by Informant having been a mem- 
ber of the American League for Peace and Democracy, as well as having been active 


in the American League Against War an^Fa 
To Aid Spanish Democracy* InformantJHH 
time one of the most active Coamunis^^W 
Ogden Stewart , according to Informant^H 
Writers, the American Peace Mobilization, 


cism and the Worth American Committee 
fchaa advised that Stander was at one 
CTie Hollywood professional set. Donald 
ft was a member of the League of American 
International Workers Order, Screen Writers 


Guild, Hollywood Writers Mobilization and the American League far Peace and Demo- 


cracy. Stewart has been identified by Informan' 


mericar^. 

m u 


as a Communist. 


The American League Against War and Fascism and the American League for 
Peace and Democracy both are subversive organizations and have been declared sub- 
versive within the purview of the Hatch Act. The North American Committee To Aid 
Spanish Democracy is a Communist influenced organization as is the International 
Workers Order, both of v.hich have been referred to the Department for its consider- 
ation under Executive Order Number 9^35, dated March 21, 1947. The Hollywood organi- 
zations with which these individuals are affiliated are discussed in this Section 
of the memorandum. 

League of American Writers 


According tol 


^another mobilizing force in the cultural field which 


was active in the early 1930s in Hollywood, California, was the League of Ameri- 
can Writers. The League of American V/riters was said to be a part of an inter- 
national organization of writers and intellectuals which had its origin at a World 
Congress of Writers held in Kharkov, Russia, during November of 1930* 

Soon after this Congress, there appeared in the United States groups of 
writers in the larger cities who organized themselves under the direction of the 
Commu nist Party into what were called John Reed Clubs. According to Informant 
a convention, in January 1935, was held in New York City of the John Reed 
Tlubs. According to this source, the principal business transacted by this session 
was to call another Congress of writers which was to be held in New York City, 

April 1935. When this Congress convened, all John Reed Clubs were dissolved and 
in their place a much broader organizat^ryja^formei^cnown as the League of Ameri- 
can Writers. Confidential Infcnaant^l^^^H^mJ^related that at this first 
writers Congress, the Communist Part^^S^openl^represented and the Congress was 
under the direction of Earl Browder, at that time secretary of the Communist Party, 
USA. Soon after this meeting, the Hollywood motion pictures began to attract writei 
from all parts of the United States and In fact from all parts of the world* This 
resulted in the establishment of the Hollywood Chapt^^o^the League of American 
Ifriters in the Fall of 1935. According to Informant the purpose of this 

group v.as to bring the writers employed in the motion picture industry under the 
influence of the League of American Writers which at that time was the foremost 
Communist front organization operating in the so-called intellectual fields for 
the Communist Party in the United States. He related that the efforts of this 
group were extremely successful which resulted in this branch becoming, in a short 
time, the dominant unit of the League and one of its strongest propaganda instru- 
ments. 
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related that up until tha time of tha signing of the Hitler-Stalin 
Pact on AuJJsV 23, 1939, the League of American Writers, Including the Hollywood 
Chapter, worked out in the open and waa moat successful In its Com m u n ist activi- 
ties. However, following the signing of thia Pact the League being completely 
under the control of the Communist Party changed its position from one of collec- 
tive security to isolation which resulted in the League becoming very cautious and 
working practically in secret. This change in policy exposed the Leagu^to the 
public as a Communist front organization. On July 17, 1947, Informant H|Vfur- 
nlshed a list of the laet set of officers and executive board members or the League 
of American Writers, which was taken from the stationery of the organization. 
According to^HBthese officers were elected at the Fourth Wrltera* Congress held 
in New York Ctty , June 6-8, 1941, for a term of two years. According to|B thea« 
officers remained in office until the organization went out of existence in 1943. 
The officers elected in June of 1941, were the following: 


gross 


j these 
943. 


Theodore Dreiser Honorary President 

Daschiell Hammett President 

"Donald Ogden Stewart Vice President 

John Howard Lawson Vice President 

Albert Halt* Vice President 

Meridel Leseuer Vice President 


George Seldes 

Richard Wright 
Franklin Folsom 


Vice resident. 

Vice President - Negro 
Executive Secretary 


Novelist 
Screen Writer 
Screen Writer 
Screen Writer 
Screen Writer 
Writer for 
"New Masses* 
Editor of 
"In Fact" 
Writer 


The executive board consisted of 36 members of which 9 have Communist 
Party records. In addition to these 9, the Honorary President Dreiser and the 
Vice President Halts also hve Communist records. These Communist records are 
as follows l 

Theodore Dreiser 

The "Daily Worker" , Communist newspaper, on July 30, 1945, carried the 
following headlines: "Theodore Joins The Communist Party." It stated "Dreiser, 
an outstanding novelist of the world, applied for membership in the newly recon- 
stituted Communist Party and was admitted by a unanimous vote of the delegates at 
the convention in New York City." Dreiser died on December 29, 1945* 


The Communist Party affiliations of John Howard Lawson are set out in 
Section I of this memorandum. 


Albert Malta 

The Communist Party affiliations of Malts are also set out in Section I 
of this memorandum. 


108 


( 

J 


Georgia Backus alao known as Urs - HwwmAn J f Al exandeg 

The Communist Part/ affiliation* of this individual will also be found 
set out in Section^^^^^^aemoranduuu With regard to Backua, it should be 
pointed out a Confidential Informant of the Los Angela* 

Office, advised Backus was in the cast of the new radio play 

n The Life of ttiley" at the National Broadcasting Company. 

Alvah Cecil Bessie 



The Communist affiliations of this i ndividual are al so set out in 3 ec- 
tion I of this memorandum. From! 

it was ascertained in Larch of 19lU, HT91 iiftSJJie Mas dismissed xrc 
ers because of his activities in the studio strike and due to the fact that fol- 
lowing the strike, it became apparent that he was sympathetic with the Communist 
element. In 1933 Bessie fought in the ranks of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade and 
following the conflict, he wrote, "Wen in Battle." 


x john fiLlton Bright 


John liilton Bright, a screen writer, has been iaentified through a high- 
ly confidential but most delicate source on November 4, 194 3 t a s a member ol‘ the 
Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party. At this time tnrough 
this source, it was ascertained that he held the position of euucational director 
of Branch G. in the Party. 

Lester Cole 


Lester Cole, who is a screen writer by profession, iias been identified 
'as a member of the Communist Political Association and the Cotumunist Party, his 
Communist connections are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 

Ruth LcKenney 

Richard Brans ton also known as Bruce Linton 

Ruth iicKenney, writer and the wife of Richard Bruns ton, admitted member- 
ship in the Communist Party before a victory rally held in Washington, U. C. on 
January 16, 194k, according to Sally Uuchmore of the Wasldngton, D.C. Press uuireau. 
Through a highly confidential but most delicate source, it ymus ascertained on Lay 
6, 1944, that on llnrch 1, 1944 Bruce Linton transferred from the Washington, i).C. 
Branch of the Cofaaunist Party to the Hollywood, California Branch and that hi* wife, 
Ruth UcKenney likewise transferred from the White Collar Branch of the Communist 
^ Party in Washington, D. C., to the Communist Party in Hollywood, California. 

i- 

The Los Angeles "Daily News" in the September 19» 1946, issue carried 
an article reflecting that Bruce ilinton and tils wife Ruth UcKanney were ousted 
from the Communist Party. 
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W, L. River 


River, who Is employed as a screen writer, has been Identified as a mem- 
ber of the Communist Political Association and the Communist Party. His Communist 
Party affiliations are set out in Section I of this memorandum* 

Philip Edward Stevenson 

Stevenson, a novelist, playwright and short story writer, has been iden- 
tified as a member of the Communist Party and Coomunist Political Association* 

His Communist affiliations are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 

less Slessinger, with alias Tess Shlesinger, also known as 

Mrs. Frank Davis 


N 'Tess Slessinger collaborated with Frank Davis on the screen play, "Claudia 
and David," for Twentieth Century Fox. She has been identified through a very 
reliable but extremely delicate source on August 31, 1944, as a member of the North- 
west Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Political Association. The "Los 
Angeles Times", on February 23, 1945, reflected that Tess Slessinger died in Up- 
land, California on February 22, 1945* 

Hollywood School for ‘..rlters 

TheLeague of American Writers established in Hollywood, according to 
Informant fljjjjH the Hollywood School for Writers which acted as a subsidiary of the 
League of OTerican Writers and was said to be a transmission belt whereby budding 
writers were developed along political lines followed by the League of American 
Writers and conditioned for eventual membership in the League as well as the Commu- 
nist Party. This School was established in October of 1939* An examination of its 
listed inatructors and lecturers for 1942-1943 reflects that the majority of them 
have been identified with various Communist Front movements. Many of them actual- 
ly were members of the Communist Party, such as John Howard Lawson, Guy Ehdore and 
Dalton Trumbo. The Communist Party affiliations of t r.ese individuals are set out 
in Section 1 of this memorandum. 

Hollywood Writers Mobilization 

According to Informant the Los Angeles Office, 

the Hollywoo^Vrlters Mobilizatio^C^Sotbe^orfshoot of the League of American 
Kritera. fl^festated that when the Coomunist Party line changed with the invasion 
of Russia ^MUolf Hitler on June 22, 1941 , it became necessary to dissolve such 
organizations as the Hollywood Peace Forum, the Hollywood League for Democratic 
Action, the American Peace Mobilisation and the Motion Picture Des»cratlc Committee 
which ha^hcan opposing the entrance of the United States into war. Ry February 
of 19427m^B stated these organisations had been ^liquidated" end the Communist 
Party hadweiared itself for full participation in the war. 
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The fi^^of that* to emerge, according tofl^H was tha Hollywood Vritara 
Mobilization. related that this organisation actuaTTy car* Into axlatanc# 

aarly In 1942.^n»stated that tha pertonnal of tha naw organisation included writers 
In tha notion picture industry who had heretofore been affiliated with the League 
of American Writers. Tha Cbalnan of this naw organisation was Hobart Hosaen whose 
CoBBunlst Party affiliations are set out In Section I. Ho seen has also been act Its 
in tha Screen Writers Guild, a Communist influenced group. 

Confidential InforaantflHBof the Los Angeles Office related that tha 
following eight guilds sponsored th^nollywood Writers Mobilisation at the tine 
It was set up, and that each of these guilds was under Communist influence! 

1. Screen Writers' Guild 

2. Badio Writers' Guild 

3. Screen ftibllclsts' Guild 
'4. Screen Readers' Guild 

5. Screen Cartoonists' Guild 

6. American newspaper Guild 

7. Independent Publicists' Guild 

8. Song Writers' Protective Association 

He related that while the total nembershlp of these Guilds was approxi- 
mately 7,500, the Hollywood Writer* Mobilisation was operated by representatives 
or delegates from these Guilds which number not more than twenty-five indi- 
viduals as John Howard Lawson, Robert Rossen, Trends Faragoh and Herbert Blber- 
man, all of whoa he described as Comssmlet*. The Commnlst affiliations of all 
*of these individuals with the exception of Trancls Taragoh, are set out In Section 
X of this memorandum. He related that the organisation was a paper-type group 
which "stooged" for the League of American Writers, through which the latter con- 
tinued to operate as a propaganda agency for the Communist Party. 

The announced purpose of the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation was to mobi- 
lise tha writers in the screen Industry to assist la the war effort and particu- 
larly to assist the various Government and military agencies in the preparation 
of propaganda m^^ial for use either against the enemy or for general morals j»r- 
posss at home. described the organisation's primary purpose as being the 

providing of material for military camp shows slanted to project the Communist 
line. He further described It as a clearing house for Conmnlst propaganda in 
Hollywood. 


Marc Connelly, one of the dominant figures in the creation of thle or- 
ganisation, in testifying before the Joint Tact Tindlng Committee on Un-American 
Activities in California oa July 13, 1944, stated that the Bollywood Writers Mobi- 
lisation "has been supplying the Office of War Information, Cm Army, the Tavy, 
the USO and tie Bed Crete" with publicity material. 


According to Informant 



this organisation Injected such phases of 
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Communist propaganda into its work aa the demand for a second front, freedom for 
India, Independence for Puerto Rico, racial equality and similar material which 
fostered the Communist Party program. 

In May of 1942, the Los Angeles Office learned that the publication of t] 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization known aa the "Communique" was now captioned "Commun 
que, Hollywood Writers Mobilization for Defense in Cooperation with — OEM". The 
publication was being mailed under the official Government frank which read "Exocu 
tlve Office of the President, Office of Emergency Management, Washington, D.C., 
Official Business. Penalty for Private Use to Avoid Payment of Postage, $300 GPO. 1 
The Los Angeles Office obtained two copies of this publication, one dated April 10 
1942, and the other dated April 17, 1942* The April 17, 1942 issue is maintained 
in the files of the Bureau* 

^.Confidential the Los Angeles Office reported 

the following information concernSi^^^^^^^Wund of this set up. He related 
that the head of the radio section of OEM at Washington was Bernard Schoenfeld, 
who was a close friend of Garson Kanin, the individual in charge of the film sec- 
tion of OEU. Michael Kanin, a brother of Carson and Pay Kanin, the wife of Michael 
are writers who were connected with the League of American Writers. Carson Kanin, 
according to this source, went to Schoenfeld in Washington and told him that he, 
Kanin, had a brother and sister-in-law who were in Hollywood. He stated that they 
were talented in writing and that they were very anxious and willing to be of assi 
tance in the OEM. As a result of these contacts, Fay Kanin was put to work on a 
radio project preparing information being put out by the OEM* After which, Uichae 
Kanin appeared and suggested that they should get busy and contact the Hollywood 
League of American Writers and endeavor to have them prepare the information which 
was to be put out in the "Communique.” 

Ur. R. H. Washburne was contacted on October 13, 1942, at which time he 
advised that he was appointed by Bernard Schoenfeld of the Office of Emergency 
Management to be in charge of the Los Angeles Branch of the OEM, Information Divi- 
sion* He related that shortly thereafter he was contacted by Mrs. Pay Kanin, Mic- 
hael Kcnin, Ring Lardner, Jr. and others to discuss the means of obtaining the aid 
of certain film writers to publicize those things which the Office of Emergency 
Management, Information Division, wished to give publicity in order that correct 
information could be made known to the public by the best possible means. He 
stated that on this occasion the "Communique", an information letter, was decided 
upon as being the best method for this publicity* 

Ur. Washburne related that he wrote a Ur. Robert Horton of the Office of 
Awrgency Management, Washington, D.C., and obtained authority to publish the 
"Communique*. The articles for the "Communique" were written by the committee 
which was composed of the aforementioned writers and others and were submitted to 
Ur. Washburne. Washburne related that he edited these article# which were then 
mimeographed, assembled and distributed by hie staff to members of the Film Writer 
Guild* According to Washburne, the specific purpose of this information letter 
was to put information into the hands of the members of the Film Writers' Guild, 
with the idea that these persons would "spot it" in the production upon which they 
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were working so that this Information would be made available to the public and 
would give proper publicity to those things which the Office of Emergency Manage- 
ment felt should be publicized. Shortly after this committee wae formed, Wash- 
bume stated that he w&a contacted by the Hollywood Writers Mobilization who in- 
formed him that their organization had been set up for just such a purpose and 
that therefore there was a duplication by the organization and the committee. 
Consequently ho related, that the committee became a part of the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization. He stated that the firat eight editions of the "Communique" were 
prepared on paper furnished by the Office of Emergency Management and were mimeo- 
graphed by the Office of Emergency Management Staff. He also related that the 
first three editions of the "Communique" were mailed under the franking privilege. 

In March of 1943 the publication "Variety" reported that the Coordina- 
tor of Inter-American Affaire would make transcrlpte of Office of War Information - 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization radio programs for broadcast in foreign languages. 
The air show referred to was a radio program entitled "Free World Theatre Air Show", 
which was instituted and produced Jointly by the Office of War Information and the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization. "Variety" also reflected that the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization held a meeting of forty writers to supply ideas for this program under 
the Chairmanship of John Wexley, who has been identified as a Communist and whose 
Communist Party affiliations are set out in Section I of this memorandum. The 
Free World Theatre Program had such individuals connected with it as Jay Gomey, 
Edward Eliscu and Henry Myers, writers of the propaganda musical comedy "Meet the 
People." These individuals likewise have been identified as Communists and their 
Communist connections are sot out in Section I of this memorandum* 

the Los Angeles 

that the Holl^toocRriter^uoDlTizatioi^Xs^wrote and produced a series of short 
propaganda plays for the OWI for use in industrial plants and Army camps. Those 
assisting in this phase of activity included well-known members of the League of 
American Writers, a Communist front group. In addition, the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization worked closely with Helsoi^Toynte^who , until July of 1943, was coor- 
dinator fotr Government films for 0571. related that the production of 

these films was under the direct contrc^^n^^p*rvision of Poynter and that Poyn- 
ter before accepting these films demanded a pro-Russian slant as a prerequisite to 
acceptance. He reported that Poynter associated himself with the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization and worked closely with Communists Robert Rossen, Waldo Salt and Frank 
Tuttle, all of whom have been identified as Communists in Section I of this memo- 
randum. Poynter 1 s office was discontinued in July of 1943* 

In conjunction with the Univereity of California at Los Angeles the 
Hollywood Writers Mobi lizatio n Jointly sponsored the Writers ' Congress. 

- Actually, according toVHBthla Writers' Congress was the Fifth Congress 

of the League of AnericlWriters but was not termed as such due to the fact that 
" ths League of American Writers had become publicly branded as a Communist dominated 
group. This Congress was held as scheduled and attenta^by so m e fifteen hundred 
writers from all over the United States. Inf orman^^^H related that the Holly- 
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vood Writers Mobilisation sat the medium thereby the Coamnlet control of the entire 
proceeding* see established and maintained. He stated that the leading Comnlst 
writers were said to have attended and dominated every session. 

i 

The "Peoples World", a vest coast Comnonlst newspaper for June 10, 1944, 
reflected that arrangements were nade between Robert Rlskln, Chief of the Overseas 

f Tjn raen gf fha Q¥T +rt A tha ^a1 1 vwamJ Wf Jtdf ■ wfedyiVjT thl SCTSAn 

writers would assume responsibility for the production and writing of all do<n- 
aentary films for overseas distribution. The program of films called for a "Pro- 
jection of America” series and a new group of Invasion films for distribution in 
Germany and the satellite countries. 

The Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, according to the article, had set 
up a working committee which was to consist of such well-known Communists as John 
Howard Lawson and Robert Rossan, identified in Section I of this memorandum. 

Is additibn, such prominent Communist sympathisers as Marc Connelly, Howard Eeta- 
brook, John Houseman, Talbot Jennings, Howard Koch and Harry Tugend, all of whoa 
have been Identified with Conannlst influenced or infiltrated groups previously in 
this memorandum were affiliated with this committee. 

The August “, 1944, issue of "Variety" reported that a program of eleven 
short subjects and five newsreel bulletins had been arranged for production by 
the Hollywood Writers Mobilization. The article reflected that the films would 
be produced in various Hollywood studios with players from the Screen Actors' 

Guild and writers from the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation. 

The pictures planned to be produced Included the following: "It's 
MUrder," "The Story With Two Endings," "When He Comes Home," "So Par So Good", 

■Air Transport Command," and "World Peace Through World Trade," "It's Murder* 

w* m wmff fan >tw Ramw Hi s pVf amf wha Kam Itaan Marnf If 4ad ma * P.AsMynl af . 
v«m ms *vm w/ rnemHmev* w | ms»v wvwas *mw**»*» ewv» we 

Story With Two bdinga" was to be written by Harold Buchman and Lou Solomon, 
both of whom were identified ae Communists, "When Ha Comes Home" was to be writ- 
ten by Paul Trivsrs, Trivers has also been identified as a Conannlst* "So Par 
So Good" was being written by Oecar Soul, also identified as a Communist. "World 
Peace Through World Trade" was to bs written by Edward Ell sea, also identified 
as a Comnonlst. All of the above individuals referred to ae Communists have 
their Conannlst affiliations set out in Section 1 of this memorandum. 

According to Infomu^^fl^during the month af January, 1945, informa- 
tion was received that the FoUjn^^^Pr iters Mobilisation, through its connection 
with the Office of War Information, had become a part of what waa officially celled * 
the War Actlvltlae Coamlttaa, Hollywood Division, Other Organisation# officially 
affiliated with the Committee vers ths Screen Writers' Guild, Scrssn Directors* 
Guild, Scrssn Actors' Guild, and other similar type groups. 

According to Informant^H^^ in May of 1945, John Howard Lawton, one 
of the leading Commnlete in the aotTon picture industry, was appointed by the 
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HoJ.lywo.vl Writers Mobilization to act its representative as an observer ?t the 
United Nations Conference. 


Confidential Jnfora&nt^^BBpf the Los Angeles Office stated that during 
the spring of 1945 the work of t^^^Hiywood Writers Mobilization in connection 
with the Office of ‘..or Information, Overseas Bureau, went into high gear as a re- 
sult of a series of conferences between Robert Rlskin, Chief of the Bureau for 
07.1, and the Hollywood Y.'riters Mobilization, EdUoriil Committee on Overseas 
Films. It should be pointed out that seven out of the fourteen members of the 
Editorial Committee were identified as Communists, including John Howord Lawson, 
Uelvyn Levy, Richard Collins, Y/aldo Salt, Leonardo Bercovici, Arthur Birnkrant, 

anH Rnrhmsf! nnmmiinl at f i 1 1 nn« of the 5* « individuals are sat out 


and Sidney Buchman. 


in Section I of this memorandum. 


Confidential Informant^^P^elated that beginning on Hay 21, 1945, 
the Hollywood Y.'riters Mobilization was to produce a series of radio programs over 
the Blue Network dealing with problems of the returning soldiers. The Committee 
producing this has been described as one strongly under the influence of known 
Co/anunists such as Louis Solomon. 


Confidential Inf ormant ^HA-elated that the Hollywood Writers Mobili- 
zation has been active in suppoixj^^and participating in the activities of the 
Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, 
s Communist infiltrated and influenced organization. It also produced a quarter- 
ly magazine kno. n as the "Hollywood Quarterly" in c ooperation with the Universi- 
ty of California at Los An eles. Included as one of the editors of this publicatioc 
^a^John Howard Lawson, one of the Communist Party leaders in the film industry, 
^^^^related that other known Communists and Communist sympathizers were* also 
affiliated with this publication in a lesser capacity. 


In :orn?.n1flHH a elated that in addition, this organization has shown 
Russian propaganda motion pictures at the Gordon Theatre in Los Angeles as well 
as at other independent theatres in the Los Angeles and Hollywood area. Other 
known Ccmnuni st front groups have also participated in this type of activity. 

Following the elimination of the Office of V.’ar Information as a Govern- 
ment agency, the Hollywood Writers Mobilization devoted Its activities to the 
propaganda field through radio and publications. The official newspaper of the 
American Newspaper Guild in June of 1946 reflected that the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization had rendered numerous war services, among which were the following: 


Documentary and short subject films - 210 
Radio scripts - 1069 
War activity feature stories - 125 


Confidential Inf ormant ^P^elated that this Communist controlled 
organization had narrowed its activities considerably, confining its functions 
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primarily to tho radio field. 

A letterhead of tho Hollywood Writere Mobilisation datod January 8, 
1947, reflected that there were 71 persona listed as members of the executive 
council of the organisation as of that date. Twelve persone on the executive 
council have record* of Comninlet membership and 5 of the membere of the editor** 
ial board have alto been Identified a* Comaunists. The following lndWlduale 
are members of the editorial board who have been identified as Coaannlsts in 
Section I of this nesioranduat 

Ring Lardner, Jr. 

Asa Bordages 

Gordon Kahn 

Bill Blowlts 


>ln addition Evelyn Humphrey* baa been identified as a member of the 
Commnist Political Association on January 16, 1945, througi a very reliable 
but extremely delicate source of information* The individual e whose names appear 
on the executive council of this organisation that have been identified as Com- 
munists are as follows: 


Radio writer 
Writer 

Secretarial work 

Screen writer 
Screen writer 
Screen writer 
Screen writer 
newspaper Guild 

Writer and director 
Writer 
Writer 

Of the above listed Individuals, Moore, Polonsky, Blowlts, Collins, 
Gorney, Lawson and Rossen have been identified in Section I as Communists. 

The Communist connections of the remaining individual e are set out hereinafter. 

Pauline Lauber 7*^ 

Finn was identified through a very reliable but extremely delicate 
source as a member of the Commnist Party end/or member of the Coamnlet Politi- 
cal Association on Juno 30, 1944, August 31, 1944, January II, 1945, and Febru- 
ary 25, 1945. Through this same source In June of 1944 she me identified ae 
educational director of Branch D of the Northwest Section of the Loe Angeles 
County Coamnlet Political Association. 


Sam Moore Second Vice Chairman 

Abraham L. Polonsky Secretary 

Pauline Lauber Finn 

Bill Blowlts 

Richard Collins 

Jay Gorney 

John Howard Lawson 

Leon Meadow 

William X. Oliver a President, Loe Angeles 
Robert Boston 
Bernard Torhana 
John Weber 
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Leon Meadow 


Leon Meadow, a screen writer, was iaentifieu as of July 13, 1945, as a 
forcer member of Branch a, lection C of the Communist Party of i«ew York City and 
on December 7, 19 44, trangfgrred to "Ka ren* s Groun 11 in Hollywood. Trie information 
was ootained an informant of the Los Angeles Office 

who obtained^ cob angeles County Communist Party Head Quarters. 

lilLiya 3. Oliver 


Oliver was identified through an extemely corfidfntial but very- deli- 
cate source on March 8, 1944 as a member of the lost Hollywood Communist Club. 
As of November 8, 1944, Oliver was reports*, to be the drama editor anc critic 
of the "Los Angeles Herald Hxpreae." 

N- 

Bernard Yorhaus 


Bernard Vor aus was identified through a very highly confidential but 
extremely delicate source on August 31, 19i-4, an having been a member of th* 
Northwest lection of the Communist Party of Los Arreles County on snocial leave 
prior to 1943. 


Jo.nn /.'eber 


John Weber, a screen writer, wex identified in 1943 as a member of the 
Communist Party through an extremely confidential and most delicate source of 
"information. He is a former president of the Icreen Headers Guild and at present 
ie in cnarge of the writers department of the '.Vllliam Morris Booking Agency in 
Hollywood. Through an extremely conf idential but most delicate source of informa- 
tion, It we*, ascertained that curing the runner of 1946 his wife acted a;> organi- 
zational secret; ry of the Culturtl Section of the Los Angeles County communist 
Party. 


A. The Writers Congress held at the University of Southern Celifornia 
at Los Ang eles. November 1-3. 1943 . 


The report of the Joint Fact Finding Committee of the 56th California 
Legislature, 1945, reflects that in August of 1943, under the auspices of the 
University of California and the Hollywood Writ err- Mobilization, a letter signed 
by Karc Connelly ano Ralph Freud as Co-Chniraan of the Congresr Committee, announced 
the Writers Congress to be held at Royce Hell, University of Southern California 
at Los Angeles from October 1-3, 1943. 



Confidential Informant^^^HHHVVHF° f tto# I»o# Angeles Office 
advised that while this Congress wa^notcal^^t^sFif tb Writers Co r gr*se, it 
should have been called this due to the fact that many of the tame individuals 
who war- in charge of directing the activities of the First, $-cond, Third 
and Fourth Writer- Congresses were also in charge of directing the affairs 


117 



( 


< > 
J 


ol' this on*. 


The report of the Joint Fact Finding Committee of th* 56tb California 
Legislature, 1345, reflects that a superficial investigation of thi* Congress 
disclosed its CoaLTunist inspiration and guidance. The report reflected that 
many of the names included in the Congress and the advisory committee were 
"innocents", clearly unaware ol' the Communist Interests and purposes of this 
Co*cre*». 

Confidential Informant the Loe Angeles Office 

reported on January 5, 1345, that tended ty ao ^roximately 

;VYK) writers nno operrted through panel forums end eeminnra. He stated that the 
proceeding* of the 'Congre-.a were published by the University of Southern Califor- 
nia rr^sj lr 1941. He related that inoediatoly following the Congress, a '.’riters 
Corgreej continu^t^^n committee of 41 members was set uo to handle the woric 
of the Con^re s related that 12 members of the continuations committee 
held meaberahio i^the horthweet Section of the Communist Party of Lop Angeles 
County. They are as follows: 


bill ilowltz 
Sidney Buchman 
Abrea S. Burrows 
liichard Collins 
John Howard Lawson 
Melvi" Levy 
Jossf Xiachel 
Sox Moore 
Meta Xeis 
Bobert Loosen 
Victor Shapiro 
Louie Solomon 

The Communist affiliations of these individuals are set out in Section 
I of this memorandum, with the exception of Reis and Shaniro* 


^of the Unlverrity of Sout'em California ?rs r advised 
Agents of the woe Angeles Office, who interviewed her 
1347, that the Hollywood Writer? Mobilization had 

advised that the Hollywood quarterly which was Dubllehed hy the University 01 
California Press, and the Hollywood Quarterly Associates would continue to be 


published by th* Hollywood quarterly Af 


jociation, 


which organization Jid 


taken over the affaire of the Hollywood Writer* Mobilization. 


Confidential informant advised that the Hollywood Community 
Radio group le cooponftd of a number of individual* who are known Communist* ami 
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Communist sympathizers, many of whom were active members of the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization. Among the -mown Communists on the Board of Directors of this orgarl 
zatlon are; Hy Kraft, screen writer and Abraham T : . Polonsky, screen writer. 

The Communist affiliations of these individuals are 39 t out in Section I of this 
memorandum. 

Informant ^^^pas related that this grouo is endepvorlng to obtain 
a license for a radfiTTyyition in the vicinity of toe Angeles. According to Con- 
fidential Informant if this permit is granted and the radio station set 

up, it will be run su^^perateu by the Hollywood. Writers Mobilization and will 
be an outlet for the Communist propaganda dispeni~Rted by this group. 

The Federal Communications Commission it conducting hearings relative 
to the estabi ishr.nnt of this radio station. As you will recall, the Communist 
connection^ of the individuals affiliated with this £roup have been furnished 
to the Federal Communications Commission by this Bureau. 

People's Pducntional Center, also known as The hoe Anrele« Educational 
Asr-ocintion. Ir.c. 


The People's Educational Ce nter was flrrt forced at a meeting on Decem- 
ber 13, 1343. Confidential Informent the Lo 6 iali ^elee 

Office who was a plant informant, a mimeographed letter 

written to the students of the Los Angelas Workers School, en organ of th.9 Com- 
munist Party on iiovember 39, 1943, advising that the Workers School had b®9n 
an active participant in the formation of the People’s educational Center and 
had attempted to aid its organization and growth. This letter urged students 
of the worker? School to aupoort the People's educational Center. 



it was ascertained that an executive committee 
meeting was held on January 3, 1944, at which Max Silver, then organizational 
secretary, orou^ht up the question of th9 People's Educational Center and Btated 
that the Workers School had deciaed to cooperate officially with the People's 
Sducatior.nl Center and that eventually the Workers School would be clored entirely 
Subsequently the V.oikers School was discontinued by the Communist Party. 


The People's Educational Center was incorporate** under the laws of 
the Strte of California under the nsae of the Los Angeles Educational Association, 
Inc., wherein it wc; described as a non-profit educational club organized for 
the purpose of realising through study enu education the ideals of democracy 
and aid, through education, in the accomplishment of an enlightened and harmonious 
community. 




Through Confident ial Informant^ 

t Communist Pafty Headquarters in Xos" 

of the boaro of directors of this organization **.« held on January 25, 
1947, at which time Hr. Sidney Davison, director of the school, announced that 
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during the school year of 1946, enrollment had increased 60 per cent and that 
in the fall term of 1946, there were enrolled 553 individuals who took 635 
classes, A total of 1808 individuals took 205M classes during the war. The 
school 'as of that time was self-supporting and all debts had been paid off. 

The school's catalogue for the summer of 1947 reflects that there 
are no formal entrance requirements for attendance at this school. The regu- 
lar fee for a course is £6.00 except for certain designated courses. There are 
set forth hereinafter the members of the board of trustees and teaching staff 
of the People's Educational Center as reflected in their 1947 catalogue: 

Board of Trustees 


Dr. Leo Bigelman. President . Through a highly confidential but most 
delicate source on January lo, 1945, it was ascertained that Bigelman was a Cota- 
munist. Bigelman is a medical doctor by profession practicing medicine in Holly- 
wood. He is described as a teacher and lecturer on social, economic and political 
question. 

\* 

HeLner Bercaan. Vice President . Bergman, who is a member of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 40, AFL, is teaching the course 
known as "Trade Union Principles and Practices." Bergman's Communist affiliations 
are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 

Maurice Howard. Secretary-Treasurer . Howard, who is the business a^ent 
of the Screen Cartoonists Guild is teaching a course known as "History of the Am- 
erican Labor Movement." On February 26, 1945, it was ascertained through a very 
reliable but most delicate source that Howard was a Commxnist. 


Sidney Davison, Director . Davison, the director, teaches a course at the 
school known as "Keview of the Week." He has been identified through a highly con- 
fidential but most delicatesourc^^^^^^urrentinember of the Communist Party in 
Los Angeles, as well as a paid informant of the Los 

Angeles Office who is at prest^^ 

Communist Party. 


Dr. Jack Agins . Agins is a medical doctor practicing in Hollywood. He 
has not been definitely identified as a member of the Gonuunist Party. However, 
his wife, Minna, was identified as a current member of the Communist Party through 
a most reliable but very delicate source on .Uay 25, 1947. 


George Bailer . Be Her, who is an accountant and an auditor, has been i- 
dentifled through a most reliable but very delicate source on *iay 25, 1947, as a 
current member of the Communist Party. 


Dorothy Connelly . Through this same source Dorothy 'Connelly nas been 
identified as a member of the Wilshire-Fairfax Club, loth Congressional District 
Commuiist Party, Los Angeles County. 
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Leo Gallagher . In 1938* Gallagher was a candidate for the office 
of Secretary of State In California on the Communist Party ticket* He is an 
attorney associated with the lav firm of Kata, Gallagher, and Margolis, which 
lav firn handles the legal bualnesa of the Cooaunlst Party In Loa Angeles* 



Sanford Goldner . Goldner has been identified 
paid confidential informant of the Los 
;tl onary of the Como unlst Party, ^ 

as a member oTTH^T&nmunial raroy. 'Re' is currently 
Lrector in charge of the Loe Angeles Office - CIO and also teaching 
a course at the school know as "Current Problems of Jewish Life*" 


Sondra Corner . Sondra Gorney writes movie reviews for the "Daily 
People's World", a west coast Coen uni st newspaper and la the wife of movie 
script writer. Jay Gorney* The Communist affiliations of both Sondra and 
Jay Gorney are set out in Section I of this memorandum* 

Willis J. Hill. Hill is the president and general representative 
of the Carpenters Union, Local 634. He has not been identified as a member 
of the Coniunist Party. 


Robert Lees . Lees has been actively writing in the motion picture 
Industry for the past 12 years, having been identified with the Paramount 
Studios. On January 16, 1945, a very reliable but most delicate source 
identified Lees as a Communist. 


Prances Millington . Millington has not been Identified as a 
member of the Communist Party. 


Carleton Moss . Carle ton Uoss Is a negro screen writer who has not 
been identified as a Communist Party member. Moss is teaching a course at 
‘ the school know as "The Negro In World Affairs." 


Herbert Sorrell . Sorrell's Communist Party membership is set out 
in Section I of this memorandum* There is no information indicating that 
he is currently a member of the Communist Party. 


Prank Tuttle . Tuttle, a motion picture director and writer, is 
at present teaching a course know as "Motion Picture Direction." His 
Communist Party affiliations are set out in Section I of this memorandum* 


' Celia Willby 
Office and Pr ofasaional 
Los Angalea. 

Identified WU 


Will by in 1945 was an organizer for the United 
Wor kers of Americ a. CIO. Local 9 and Local 178 in 

haa 

Lywoc 




Stuff 


Lillian Bines . Secretary* filppa *&» identified through a re 17 relia- 
1»1* but moat delicate source as a Comuni st on January 18, 1940* S3 ie was also 
identified by tola source as a current member of tbs Communist Party in the 
Community Subsection in Hollywood, California* This information vas vsrifisd 
by Informant ^|H^^rbo is a msmber of the Communist Party in Los Angeles* 

Hs stated that during 1946, Rippe was a neabsr of the chairman' s council 
Community Subsection* Hollywood Section, Communist Party* 

Ironne Shepherd, Begistr&r* On February 11, 1947, a very reliable 
but aost delicate source produced Information indicating that Shepherd, ^^erress, 
pen recruited Into the Communist Party by Pettis Perry* Informant 

jb 1 «a ManMf Ch^mhjayd mm m mimhup of fch* C o rmmini a . t Partv* 


Teaching Staff 

vOtbsr members of the faculty Included tbs following: 

Minna Aging Is the Coordinator for the course, "Current Problems of 
Jewish Life** She has been identified as a current member of the Communist Party 
in Hollywood by a most reliable and delicate source on May 25, 1947* 

A3, yah Bessie teaches a course on, "How to read a Book*" She is a 
novelist, screen writer and critic* Her Communist affiliations are set out 
in Section I of this memorandum* 

Herbert Blbeman teaches a course at the school in "Motion Picture Di- 
recting." He is employed in the motion picture industry as a director, writer 
and associate producer* His Coamrunlst Party affiliations are set out in Section 
I of this memoraadun* 

William Blowlti teaches a course In the school on "Publicity and Pub- 
lic Relations*" Blowltz who is a Communist has been referred to in Section I 
where his Communist affiliations are set out* 

Morris Browda teaches a course on "How to Listen to Music*" Brow da who 
is a Communist, is described in Section I where his Communist Party affiliations 
are set out* 


Bonnie Claire teaches a course on "Political Organisation, its Principles 
and Practices*" Clairs has been identified by a aost reliable but very delicate 
source on January 16, 1940, as a Communist* 

Edvard I* ftqrtryk teaches a course in school on "Production Preparation*" 
He is a director and : producer in the motion picture industry, currently working 
for BKO Studios* Duytryk who bes been identified as a Cosaranist, is discussed 
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in Section I where hit Columnist Part/ affiliations art tat tat* 

Oar End ore 1« an aathor and sereen writer. He teaches a court# in the 
echool on "The Modern Hovel** Indore'# Comnltt affiliation# are eat out in Sec- 
tion I of thla mono ran dun. 

Leonard Pel# who ha# been identified through a highly reliable but 
▼ary delicate eourea aa a current member of the Communist Party, teaches a coarea 
on "Political Economy II," He hat been identified a* a former member of the execu- 
tive board. Local 6, International Longshoremen'* and Varehoaeeaen'e Union from 
1942 to 1945. He was also a member of Local 302, International Brotherhood of 
Xlectrlcal Worker*. 

Carl Poreman on August 1, 1944, was identified through a reliable but 
most delicate source as a member of the Communist Party in Hollywood* Poreman 
at present' teaches a course on”Screen Writing II. - 

George Glass was identified as a Communist on January 16, 1945 and 
Pebruary 26, 1945 by a most reliable but very delicate source of information. 

He at present teaches "Ribllclty and Public Relations.* 

Gordon Kahn has been employed in the motion picture industry as a 
screen writer and also as a feature writer for the "Atlantic Monthly." He is at 
present teaching a course in "Screen Writing III." On January 16, 1945 and on Pebru 
ary 26, 1945, Kahn was identified as a Comminist by a very reliable but most 
delicate source of information. 

Murray Korngold teaches a course in the school on "The Science of Society* 
He is a labor Journalist who has been active in the Liberal Theater Movement* 

He formerly wrote articles for "Stars and Stripes." He ha* been identified through 
a most reliable bat very delicate source as a current member of the Communist 
Party in Los Angeles. 

Katherine McTernan teaches a course in "Three Xconomlc Doctrines — ■ 

Mai thus, Marx and Hanson." She formerly was a teaching assistant in the Depart- 
ment of Economics at the University of Southern California end also taught 
economics at the California Labor School in San Pranclsco. She has been identi- 
fied through a moat reliable but Very delicate source as a current member of 
the Cosamnlst Party in Los Angeles. 

Arnold Me echos Is a free lance advertising artist and studio sketch 
artist. He teaches a course in "Drawing and Painting I," His Communist affiliation 
are set out in Section X of this memorandum* 

Allan Metcalf teaches a course in "Political Organisation, Ita Principles 
and Practices." He is a former director of the Sonthern California Committee 
to Win the Peace, a Communist influenced group. Metcalf was identified by Infor- 




Angeles Office, as * Comnnlst functionary la Lon Angeles 
at the present tine and as a current venter of the Communist Party. 

Abraham Olken teaches a course on "Current Problem e of Jewish life." 

He la manager of the Los Angeles "Morning PreiheltJ^Aesoclatlon^F^^A^been 
Identified thrmgh Confidential Xnformante^|HIHIIiHIH^ kn ^fl^^H^||^^^^ 
who are active members of the Hollywood Section of the Common 

member of the Communist Party. Xn addition he was also Identified at a Commnlet 
and a carrent member of the Comnnniet Party in Los Angelas through a most fella- 
tio hut delicate source of Information. 

Sylvan Pasternak teaches a course in "Public Speaking and Parliamentary 
Law." He was formerly the business agsnt of Local 1421, United Electrical, Hadlo 
and Machine Workers of America, CIO. Although he has not been Identified as a 
member of the Communist Party, his wife Eleanor Pasternak has been Identified 
ae a corrupt member of the Communist Party through a most reliable but very deli- 
cate source of Information. 

Pacnerette Paths teaches a course In "Ceramics, Beginning and Intermedi- 
ate." She Is a dancing teacher and dancer who established her own ceramics studio 
in Hollywood, about two years ago. Her Communist Party affiliations are set out 
in Section X of this memorandum which identify her as a current member of the 
Comnnlst Party in Los Angeles. 

Hargaret Roma who Is running her own Theater Workshop In Hollywood, 
teaches a course In "The Theatre and Its History." She has been Identified as a 
member of the Communist Party and her Communist connections are set out in Sec- 
tion I of this memorandum. 


John Sanford who Is the author of several novels, teaches a course on 
"The Modern Hovel Sanford who is a Comnnlst has bsen referred to In Section I 
of this memorandum, where his Comnnlst connections are set out. 


Ruth Marrow Slade ie a former editor of the Southern California Labor 
Herald. She wae formerly publicity director for the Aissiaa War Relief and most 
recently has held the position of executive secretary of the Civil Rights Con- 
gress^Slad* has been identified as a Comnnlst by Confidential Informing" ~ 
the Los Angele s Office who was a former executive In the Par ts 




Hal Smith was formerly a diraetor of the Federal Theater Project la 
Haw fork and worked for the San Francisco Union, at well as the Workers Labora- 
tory Theaters. Smith who is a screen writer tenches a course in "Screen Writing 
Smith who has been identified ae a Comnnlst la referred to la Section 1 of this 
memorandum where his Communist Party affiliations are set out. 


I.' 
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Lory Titelman 1 b a former director of the Child Care Nursery School 
at Santa Monica , who teaches the Pre-School Age Child* She has been identified 
through a highly confidential but yery delicate source, ae a Communist. 

Lloyd Van Dyke is a past president of Local 1421, United Electrical, 
Radio and Machine Workers of America, CIO* He teaches a coarse at the school 
entitled "Trade Union Principles and Practices." In May of 1946, Van Dyk^jas^ 
identifie^^^^^ember of the Comuni st Party by Confidential Informantstf||^Ht 

who are f unctlonaries of the CoSRSuat 

During the eumer term of 1947 between 65 and 75 instructors and guest 
speakers participated in the summer session of the People's Educational Center. 

Of these, the above described lndividualsas noted have been identified as 
Cannunists. According to Inf orman tHMM the People's Educational Center is 
regarded by the Communist Party and tn^Hoilywood Section thereof as a Communist 
School and at each term the Comuniet Party members in the Hollywood Section are 
urged to attend this school to aid in the development in their particular field, 
as well as political development* There are Winter, Spring, Summer and Pall 
terms at^the School. The faculty of these schools vary each term, according to 
available personnel. 

Lincoln Cpnaunlty Book Center, also known ss Lincoln Book Shop 

The records of the Los Angeles County Clerk's Office in Los Angeles, 
California, reflect that on July 16, 1943, Eugene Reed, Hollywood, California, 
had the name of The Lincoln Book Shop filed as a fictitious business name. Reed 
indicated that he intended to operate the business alone. The August 7, 1943 
issue of the "Daily People's World," west coast Cooaunist newspaper contained 
a featura articla revealing that the Lincoln Book Shop would open at 1721 North 
Highland Avenue, on August 8, 1943* The shop was to be operated by Jack and 
Jessie Reed. Through a most reliable and very delicate source on August 31, 

1944, it was ascertained that Eugene Reed was a Communist and a member of the 
Communist Political Association in Los Angeles. 

Information was obtained through this same source an January 15, 1945, 
that Eugene John Reed and Jessica Reed were members of the Communist Political 
Asaociation in the Northwest Section thereof. The report of the Joint Fact Find- 
ing Committee of the California Legislature on Un-American Activities for 1947 
reflects that in September 1943, the Lincoln Book Shop had bean designated by 
the Los Angelas County Communist Party for tha sale of Communist literature to 
the clubs of the Communist area located in the Hollywood area* 

The records of the County Clerk's Office in Los Angeles reflect that on 
March 5, 1945 tha Artielas of Incorporation of a group known ae the Lincoln Com- 
munity Bock Center, a non-profit, non-stock member ship group wore filed with the 
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Ittcklefs is literature director for the Community Subsection, Bollywood Section 
of the Communist Party. 

The Motion Picture Democratic Conrdttee 


The "Studio Call" official organ of the Conference of Motion Picture 
Arts and Crafts, for June 30, 1936, stated that the Democratic Committee was a 
progressive political organization which should have the support of every employee 
of the motion picture industry, A full page advertisement appearing in this paper 
gave the alms of the Motion Picture Democratic Conmittee as follows; 


1. To support and extend the New Beal nationally; to 
bring a new deal to California. 

2. To remove from office all those officials who have 
made the government of California a government by 

" the corporations . 

3. To effect and maintain complete political free dcm 
within the motion picture industry. 

U. To aid in uniting all progressive forces within the 
Democratic Party, convinced that a liberal victory 
can be achieved at this time only by working within 
the Democratic Party. 

5. To cooperate with all groups and persons who are 
working to re-establish democracy in the State, and 
oppose all movements which tend to split the 
progressive forces in California, 

6. To support those candidates who on the basis of their 
records are best qualified to forward these aims. 


Eugene Lyons on page 289 of his book, "The Red Decade" stated; "The 
Uotion Picture 'lemocratic Conmittee, a front for StAlinist fund raising, had no 
trouble rounding up seventeen hundred members." Reno M. Vale, an admitted Coawu- 
nist, in 191x0 made a sworn statement in which she stated that perhaps the most 
bazaar flourish given to the Olson for Governor campaign was provided by the fresh 
ideas and naive politics of the Motion Picture Democratic Committee, called by 
those who still ventured to express their dislike of "Hollywood- itis." The Motion 
Picture Democratic Cormitteo was conceived and delivered by the Los Angeles County 
Political Commission of the Comaunist Party In the spring of 1939 » in the home 
of A1 Lane, 3989 Denker Avenue. 


Confidential Informant the Los Angeles Office, 

referred to the August 193$ speecJ^^eo^WKmitrov, head of the Communist Inter- 
national, as the famous "Trojan Horse" speech. Announcing the united front 
program of the Communist Party, he stated that as a part of thLs program the period 
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known as the "popular front" was brought about with the August 23, 1939 slatting 
of the Hitler-Stalln Pact. He related that many of these fronts which were 
formed during this period were established to influence and support the foreign 
policy of the Soviet Union. He referred to the "collective security" proposal 
and that the Conmunists everywhere were instructed to drop all revolutionary 
ideas and pose as liberals taking part In all established government affairs. 

He stated that in the United States they were instructed for voting purposes, to 
support the candidates of the Democratic Party. He related that they were to 
assume a "liberal" position and work to get themselves into any positions in poli- 
tical circles where they could use their position^and influence to create and gain 
support for the policies of the Soviet Union. ^BH^welated that in following this 
line and this policy, the Communists in the Honywood motion picture industry 
set up the Motion Picture Cemocratic Committee. He related that during the year 
1938, this organization was going full force and was a very influential group in 
California and particularly in the Hollywood area. However with the signing of 
the Hitler-Stalin Pact, he stated that the Hollywood Motion Picture Democratic 
Committee changed its line shortly thereafter, at which time it began calling 
the President a "war monger" and that he was dragging the United States into the 
"imperialistic" war. 

I^arly in 19U0, according to Inf orman t^|^^ the 'lotion Picture Democratic 
Conmittea was working in cooperation with the American peace crusades and sponsored 
peace meetings throughout Southern California. He stated that the organisation 
issued a "newsletter" dated March 26, 19hO, calling attention to a "knock-out 
script" written by Michael Blankfort, Jerome Chodorov, Joseph Fields, Paul Trivers, 
Carl Dreher, Cyril Kramer and okayed by the Hollywood Peace Council. This was 
to be presented at a rally at the Olympic Stadium on April 6, 19U0 under the banner, 
"America Declares Peace." 

According to^Hf this was the last meeting at which the Motion Pic- 
ture Democratic Comnittee actively participated. In the publication "Red Fascism" 
compiled by Jack Tenney, California State Senator and Chairman of the California 
Joint Fact Finding Comnittee of the 56th California Legislature, information is 
set out that .the following persons were officers of the Motion Picture Democratic 
Conmittea in 1939 and 19U0. The official stationery of this organization also 
reflects the same data. 

Philip Dunne 
Melvyn Douglas 
Miriam Hopkins 
John Ford 
Maurice Murphy 
Gordon Rigby 
Herbert K. Sorrell 
Harold Buchman 
A1 Caya 
John Cromwell 


Chairman 

First Vice-Chairman 
Second Vice-Chairman 
Third Vice-Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Executive Board Member 
Executive Board Member 
Executive Board Member 
Executive Board Member 


Screen writer 

Screen actor 

Screen actress 

Motion picture director 

Writer 

Writer 

Labor official 
Screen writer 
Teamster Union 
Actor end director 
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Norval Crutcher 

John Gree 
Edward Uussa 

Irving Pichel 
Gloria Stuart 
Frank Tuttle 


Executive Board Member 

Executive Board Member 
Executive Board Member 

Executive Board Member 
Executive Board Member 
Executive Board Member 


Secretary of Technicians 
Guild No. 683 
Labor leader 

Labor leader , Set Direc- 
tors Guild 
Sereen director 
Screen actresa 
Screen writer and direc- 
tor 


Maurice murphy, Harold Buchman, Herbet K, Sorrell, Korval Crutcher, 
and Frank Tuttle have been identified as being affiliated with the Communist 
Party either past or present and their Communist connections are set out in 
Section I of this memorandum. 


Philip Dunne 

Fhilip Dunne, as reported in an affidavit given by Rene Vale, a former 
member of the Communist Party before the Assembly Fact Finding Conuiittee on Un- 
American Activities in California, on November 9» 194-2* was a screen writer and 
representative of the Motion Picture Democratic Coaimittee, as well as a member 
of the Los Angeles County Political Commission of the Communist Party. 


Ma urice Thomas Murphy 


accor ding to _ 

California, was an actor for 19 years. Ke has 
L,reated for epilepsy since 1935* Through a most reliable but very delicate 
source, Murphy was identified on May 19, 1947, a3 a member of the Northwest Sec- 
tion of the Hollywood Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party. 



Gdfdon Rigby 

The Hollywood trade magazine "Variety" for September 12, 1945, reflected 
that Lieutenant Colonel Gordon Rigby retired from the Army after 4 years of ser- 
vice with the Signal Corp* The "Variety" also reflected that he was a veteran 
of Vi'orld V.ar I and an ex Hollywood writer and director at Columbia Studios. 
According to a most reliable but very delicate source Gordon Rigby, on August 31 » 
1944, was a member of the Communist Political Association, Northwest Section, 

Los Angeles, California, who had been on special leave froei the Communist Party 
since before December of 1942#- 

Kollyi.oo l Dmocratlc Committee 

The Hollywood Democratic Committee, according to Confidential Informant 
HHVwas set up in January 1943. The aims and purposes of this organization were 
by a circular Issued at the time of the organization awe ting held on Jan- 
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uary lb, 19l*3 


A 


• They were as follows* 

1. To support national* state and local legislation essential 
to victory in war. 

2. To clarify political issues in relation to the war effort, 
and to promote discussion and education for this purpose. 

3. To support candidates who are best fitted to serve a nation 
at war and who seek office on a "win-the-war" platform. 

U. To cooperate with other organizations in Los Angeles and 
throughout the state and nation, whose aims are similar to 
our own. 

Confidential Inforaant^|^)in referring to this new organization, stated 
that for »n intents and purposes it was nothing but the revival of the notion 
Picture Democratic Con^^tee previously discussed in this section of this memo- 
randum. According toJHH the activities of the Hollywood Democratic Committee 
during the time of it^existence coincided with the line of the Communist Politi- 
cal Association, which was "collaboration with capitalism" because of th^ieeds 
of the Soviet Union for assistance. On September 2$, 19h3, Infomant^^^ related 
that the activities of this organization were confined largely to the open politi- 
cal field, such as putting pressure on law makers, local and national, and to have 
legislation passed which was either sponsored or supported by the Comunist ele- 
ment in the United States, particularly in the Hollywood area. He stated that 
this pressure was exerted in two ways, (1) by forming delegations to visit law 
makers in an attempt to intimidate them, and (2) by a campaign of written propagan- 
‘da circulated among labor unions and other organizations and the setting up of 
"committees of correspondence," the purpose of which was to flood the Congress with 
letters demanding the passage of measures which fell in line with the program of 
the Comaunlst Party at that time. 

On July 26, 19hli, letterheads and literature issued by the Hollywood 
Democratic CoDinittee reflected the following persons were elected officers for 
the coming year. 


Marc Connelly 
John Cromwell 
Gene Kelly 
E. Y. Harburg 
Norval 0. Crutcher 
Albert tiekker 


Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


This same literature reflected that the organization had an executive 
board of 88 members. Of this number 22 have been identified aa Coamnlsts through 
information obtained by the Los Angeles Office, through a moat reliable but very 
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delicate source. Of the 22 known Communists, the following individuals whose 
Communist Party affiliations are set out in Section 1 of this memorandum, have 
been identified with the motion picture industry. 


Margaret Bennett ’Tills 
Herbert Hibernian 
Henry Blankfort 
Sidney Robert Buchman 
Norval Dixon Crutcher 
Edward Dnytryk 
Edward McCreary Gilbert 
Donald Alexander Gordon 
Louis Harris 

\.in addition to the above listed Communists it was also known that such 
prominent Communist Party figures in the motion picture industry as Frank Tuttle, 
motion picture director, w^r^^so active in this group. It has also been reported 
by Confidential Informant^B^B that John Garfield, the pro-ComnuiT^^^acto^^ra.s 
associated with this proupT^^arfield has been identified as 

a member of the Communist Party. Garfield also, according has 

been affiliated with the Young Communist League, the Hollywood Anti-NnziLoague 
both of which were Communist front groups. 

During 1944 the Hollywood Democratic Committee grew to be one of the 
most importan^jolitical groups in Southern California, according to Confidential 
InformantflHHpHe reported that this was primarily due to its connection with 
the motioi^jSture industry and the prestige derived therefrom. 

This organization continued its Dolitical activities in the 1944 elec- 
tions and announced that it was to become a permanent group, cooperating with 
and supporting the Political Action Committee and other progressive groups in 
politics. 


Lb's, Nora Hellgren 
Rex Ingram 
Donald Key King 
John Howard Lawson 
Barbers Alexander Myers 
Samuel Badisch Ornitz 
/or timer William Pooerance 
Herbert K. Sorrell 


On January 25# 1945# the "Daily ••orker" carried an article reflecting 
that 100 Hollywood leaders sent a wire to President Roosevelt, requesting him to 
terminate the proceedings against Harry Bridges. The article reflected that the 
action was taken at a dinner sponsored by the Hollywood Democratic Committee. 

Among the signers of this telegram were Communists and many individuals who have 
supported the Communist movement in Hollywood. This article reflected that John 
Howard Lawson, writer; Jack Moss, producer; and Dalton Trumbo, writer, all known 
Cocnmnists in Hollywood, were among the signers of this communication. These 
individuals identified es Communists above are referred to in Section I# where 
their Cconunist affiliations are set out. 

On June 6,. 1945, in Hollywood, California, a meeting was called by the 
Hollywood Democratic Conmdttee, at which time the name of this group was changed 
by u nanim ous decision to the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, 
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Set •net i and Profession*. 


Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Science* and Profession* 


The Independent Citizen* Committee of the Art*, Science* and Professions, 
a now defunct organization, was formed under the Influence of Communists and Com- 
munist sympathizers and was supported throughout Its existence by the Communists 
and the Communist press. Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., a member of the Batlonal Commit- 
tee of the Communist Party, on August 11, 1945, read recommendations to the Hew 
York State Convention of the Cozmunlst Party of those Individuals who had been 
nominated for the New York State Consult tee. Concerning Lionel Berman, Davis stated, 
"Comrade Barman, a Communist Party functionary, ie Jewish and a member of the old 

State Committee I would say, (he) is the head of the Cultural Section of the 

Party It seems to me that In his work in the past, particularly In the elec- 

tions when he was one of those Instrumental In setting up the Independent Citizens 
Committee of Arts, Sciences and professions, he has demonstrated a very excellent 
capacity for or^nlzatlon of a very excellent pol itical char acter." This informa- 
tion was obtained through State Convention. 


advised on April 4, 1946, that the organization of the 
IndependeJf^TTtizene w>ranittee pf th^Arta^Sclence^an^Profeaaion^bvthe Comai- 
Farty was planned 1944, 

by Lionel Berman of the Communist Part^^^Wra^wecffffl^an^T^fp^T^ld of the 
Workers Library Publishing Company. He also advised that this organization was 
a Communist controlled group in spite of the fact that the majority of the member- 
ship was not Communist and a minority of the Communists were directing It. 


With regard to the Hollywood Chapter of the Independent Cltizen^Conuait- 
tee o f the Arte, Sciences and Professions, Confidential Informant 

the Los Angeles Office, related that a meeting was called o^tn^members 
oi tne Hollywood Democratic Committee at the American Legion Hall in Hollywood 
on June 6. 1945. He stated that at this meeting approximately 360 individuals 
were in attendance alb believed to be members of the Hollywood Democratic Committee, 

W. Emmett Lavery, President of the Screen Writers Guild, concerning 
whom information is set out under the Screon Writers Guild in this memorandum, 
was chairman of the meeting. He related that Herman Shunlln a motion picture 
producer, who has been affiliated with a long line of Communist organisations 
was present and proposed that the new organization which was known as the 
Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arte, Sciences end Professions 
Affiliate with the National organisation celled the Independent Citizens Commit- 
tee of the Arte, Sciences and Professions. According to ^H^Kfohn Howard Lawson 
led the Communist element* in this meeting. He stated tha^tM^ ballot whieh 
had been previously eel acted was voted on as a mere formality and many of the mem- 
bers of the executive committee of the Bollywood Democratic dealt tee were elec- 
ted and continued es members of the executive committee of the Independent Citizens 
Committee of the Arts, ' Sciences and Professions. 
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Confidential Informant , with regard to this 

change In sane and apparent change in complexion of the organisation, that it 
vaa due to the faot that the Communist Party line had changed. He stated that 
from June 1945 until February 11, 1947, the Hollywood Independent Citisene Commit- 
tee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions had followed those of the Comaunist Party 


in the economic and political fields. 


He related that during the existence of thii 


organisation, it was the principal pressure group using the prestige and influence 
of the Hollywood motion picture industry to support legislation endorsed by the 
Communist Party and its sympathizers. A dodger stamped September 11, 1945, which 
is in the possession of the Loe Angeles Office reflected that there were 98 mem- 
bers of the executive council of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee 
of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. Of this cumber 14 have been identified as 
Communists through the most reliable but very delicate sources. These individuals 
are listed below and their Communist connections are set out in Section I of this 
memorandum. 


Sidney Rob art Bachman 
Abram S. Burrows 
Louis Harris 
John Howard Lawson 
Jack Moss 

2arl Hawley Robinson 
Trank Wright Tuttle 


William Prank Blowits 
Forval Dixon Crutcher 
Rex Ingram 
Sam Moore 

Mortimer William Pome ranee 
Dalton Trumbo 
Margaret Bennett Wills 


In December of 1948 Confidential Informant reported 

that the National Headquarters of the Independent Citlzen^Committee of the Arts. 
Sciences and Professions was contemplating merging with the Rational Citizens 
Political Action Committee with the ultimate object of laying the foundation for 
a new so-called liberal group in the United States. 

In January of 1947 Confidential Informant f^^tated that the Folly- 
wood Chapter of this organisation was preparing to go out of existence under its 
present name and emerge as the Hollywood Branch of the new organization which was 
formed in Hew Tork City on December 28 and 29, 1946, called the Progressive Citi- 
zens of America. This latter group was formed by the merger of the now defunct 
Independent Cltlsens Committee of the Arte, Sciences and Professions and the Ration- 
al Citisene Political Action Committee. 


Progretelvi 


of America 


According to Confidential I&formantfl^H^^mHHJjj^pbf the Los Angeles 
Office, the Southern California Chapter of tb^rogreeslv^Ttisens of America 
was organised on February 11, 1947. A leaflet which was distributed In the Loe 
Angeles area prior to February 11, 1947, announced that a meeting would be held 
on that date for the purpoee of organising this organisation, the leaflet announced 

that Jo Davidson, Hat'lonal Chairman of the Progressive Cltlsens of America would 
be the principal speaker. For Identifi cation purpose s it should be pointed out 

that Jo Davidson has bean Identified by^HHi^HB confidential informant 
of the Hew Tork Office, as a Communist. 


( 


Confidential Inf orman of th* San l>lego 
Office reported that Edward Mosk acte^a^^haT^S^o^th^organixational meeting 
of the Progressive Citizens of America. Mosk, who outlined the purpose of the 
meeting in trod used Dr. Linus Pauling. Pauling discussed the production of atomic 
energy and the atomic bomb and its significance to world government. John Cromwell, 
the retiring Chairman of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Conmittee of the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions commented regarding the consolidation of the Independent 
Citisena Conmittee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions and the National Citizens 
Political Action Committee. 


Jo Davidson, the National Chal 


explained the purpose of 


the new organization, r'oll-owing Davidson's remarks, Robert A. Kenny, former 
Attorney general of California, was elected chairman of tills branch. Vice chaixw 
men elected were Edward Uoak, Howard Koch, Dr. Linus Pauling, Lana Home, Senial 
Oe trow and Gene Kelly, and Mrs. Milliam Dieterle, secretary. 

Of the 100 directors elected, the following known Communists, whose 
Communist Party affiliations are set out in Section 1 of tnis memorandum were 
lncludedt 


Sam Albert 
Edward oiberman 
Abe burrows 
Lou Harris 
John Howard Lawsou 
Anne Revere 
Earl Robinson 
Dalton Trumbo 


Margaret Bennett Wills 
Henry Blankiort 
Howard Da Silva 
Sam Moore 
Fred Hina ldo 
Adrian Scott 
Frank Tuttle 


In addition, the following Communists who are not identified in Section I 
of this memorandum were also elected to the board of directors: 

Dr. Murray Abowita 

Dr. Abowits, dio is presently practicing medicine at 658 South Bonney 
Brae Avenue, Los Angeles, has been identified by a most highly confidential but 
delicate source in 1943 as a member of the Uedical Branch, Professional Section, 

Los Angeles Country Communist Party. 


Philil 


Conne] 


Connelly is a former president of the Los Angeles Newspaper Guild 
Confidential Informant a Da id reliable informant of the 

Los Ang eles Office 

■■■Part/ in Los ~sngej.ee, reported on juoy xo, cnut uuiujwj-ij wao-^jaying 

to the Los Angeles County Ccuznunist Party aa a sustainer fee* 
^■HHHH||Hconnel2y pays this fee, #20. jO, regularly and other CIO functloo- 


m&salso pey a regular sua monthly. 


Connelly la at present aecretary-treasi 
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Inc t 
of the 


In ad dition to this Information 
[attended a nesting which vas 
incara ax wnfch Cosnallj was proaant. Aeeord- 
Connelly ldantlflad Massif aa a Conmnlat and attacked tha laadara 
lot Party at that tlna. 



Barlf Lm till 

Kata it an attorney In Loa Angeles. Ha alcnad tha hrlaf of tha Loa 
Angeles County Co muni st Party pat It ion fllad before tha California Sopreae Coart 
in Jana of 1943 placing tha Party on tha ballot. John Loach, foraor Conmnlat 
Party organiser taatiflad concerning Eats bafora tha grand Jury aa follovat "I 
know Eats aa a Conmnlat Party naabar; ha waa active la profcaalonal study groups, 
organising profess ional study groups in Hollywood for tha Conmnlat Party. Kata 
vas in tha Coasunist fraction of tha Anti-Hail Laagua. Kats received aeaberahip 
book fron'fitanlsy Lawrence * 


Pen Margolle 

Through a highly confidential but Mat reliable source, it mi ascertained 
that Ben Margolle vas a membef of the &igels Branch of tha Los Angelas County 
Coaaunist Party during 1946. Margolle vas formerly a law partsar of Kats, Galla- 
gher and Margolis, a legal fins which represented CIO local nnions and Coamnlst 
Party aeabera« 

Loren Miller 

Slscontimed InforaantflH|HHH^^HadTlaed that Miller, a negro 
attorney in Lot Angeles, vas aff Coasunist Party, having 
Coasunist Party book miaber 75-393. According to^pmnp Millar's Party naae vas 
Laurence Bossaora. Killer has also bean idantlfle^rltn tha national Lawyers . 
Ouild. 


Qaoraa. Pepper 

Pepper la tha executive director of tha Arts, Sciences and Professional 
Council of tha Progressive Cltleene of Aaerlca. Through a aost reliable but vary 
delicate source of lnforaatloa, Pepper was ldantlflad on July 32, 1943 aa a Ber- 
ber of tha Los Angelas County Conmnlat Party. Ha was also Identified on June 30, 
1944, through this sane source aa a aaabar of tha Comunist Polltloal Association. 

According to Confidential XnforaanlflDof tha Lop Angela a Office, 
Hobart V. Kenny, tbs chairnaa af this chapter daring the past several yaara baa 
bean affiliated with or active in onaeroue Coantwlat front (^pulsations. 

Tha prograa- of tha Progressive Cit issue of Aaarloa both in California 
and nationally baa closely paralleled that of tha Coaaoaiat Party. This vas one 
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of the first organizations to most vigorously attack the President's proposal for 
aid to Greece and Turkey, as did the Communist Party. Also this organization 
Joined with the Civil Rights Congress, a national front organization, in protesting 
against the city authorities of Peoria, Illinois, and Albany, New York, who failed 
to permit Paul Robeson to speak in the public schools. The national organization 
is now publishing a monthly paper called the "Progressive Citizens", This paper is 
being circulated by the California Chapter. The California group is represented 
on this staff by the following individuals: Herman Shumlin; Norman Corwin, radio 
commentator; John Cromwell, writer; Lillian Heilman, writer, Gene Kelly, actor j 
Frederic March, actor; Robert V*. Kenny, ex-California State Attorney General; 
and Paul Robeson singer and actor. 

With regard to Herman Shumlin, Inf orraant^Mpvas reported that he was . 
one of the endorsers of the American Peace Mobilization, a Communist front organi- 
zation, a member of the League of American Writers, and a teacher at the Hollywood 
Writers School. 


Norman Corwin, according to was a lecturer at the Hollywood School 

for Writers and a member of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences 
and Professions. 


The writer, John Cromwell, has been referred to by Informant IHy as 
having baen a member of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee o^tne Arts, 
Sciences and Professions and also having participated in radio forums sponsored 
• by the Hollywood Democratic Committee in Hollywood on January 5, 1945* 

The writer, Lillian Heilman, according has been a member of the 

League of American Writers, the American Peace Mobilization, the Independent Citi- 
zens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, and connected with the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, 

Actor Gene Kelly has been identified by^j^^as having been a mem. er of 
the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions* 
and a member of the Progressive Citizens of America, 



Actor Frederic March has been referred to by Informant] 

ependent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences anc 



s a former 
Professions, 


s reported that March is a member of the Communist Party, 


Former California State Attorney General Robert ft, Kenny has been identi- 
fle^^^co-chairman of the Progressive Citizens of America, He also, according 
was affiliated with the National Win the Peace Conference and a number 
of xn^Hollywood Independent Citizens Coomittee of the Arts* Sciences and Professior 


Singer Paul Robeson has been Identified as having been active in the 
American Peace Mobilization, th^Iational Win the Peace Conference, and the Council 
of African Affairs by Informant^H^^^B 

~ 1 3h 


The above referred to organizations are discussed In this section of the 
memorandum, with the exception of the Council of African Affairs, a Connnlst 
influenced, group* 

The Progressive Citisens of America on Hay 9, 1947, issued an ultinatua 
printed, in the "Sally Variety", Hollywood trade publication, protest ins the investi- 
gations being conducted by the House Committee on Un-American Activities and defend- 
ing the rights of the Connnlst Party in the United States* 

Confidential Info roan related that the Progressive 

Citisens Of Aaerlca held a neetlT^^^^nen^^^wailace in the Gilmore Stadium 
on the night of May 19, 1947, According to the "Dally People**^ World," West Coast 
Coma^^^t newspaper on May 31, 1947, 30,000 ueople were in attendance. According 
to^^^a collection wae taken up at this neetlng for the support of the PCA 
and the 04 a of approximately $86,000 was realised. He stated that a number of 
Holly.wood , 'celebrltlee including Charlee Chaplin, Edward 0. Robinson and Paul Hen- 
re id were among the large contributor •* 

According to Inf ormant ^H^the Progressive Citizens of America estab- 
lished a division in Hollywood on June 13, 1947 at a meeting called by Rose Hobart, 
screen actress; John ^^ficld, actor, Paul Draper, actor; and Anne PeverS, screen 
actreee. According to^^^Bthls unit is to be known as the Hollywood Arts, 

Sciences and Professlo^^oKeil of the PCA, Ite chairman is John Cromwell, screen 
director and the grou^^^ycutlve director is George Pepper. The purpose of this 
Counoil, according ie^^ppis to participate in all local political affairs, elec- 
tions and projecto which the national PCA group endorses and supports. The Commu- 
nist affiliations of Garfield, Revere and Pepper have been previously set out as 
have the affiliations of Cromwell with Comainist infiltrated or influenced organi- 
zations* 


This council published a brochure in early July of 1947 announcing that 
a conference on the subject of thought control In the United States was to be 
held at the Beverly Hille Hotel from July 9-13, 1947 under the auspices of the 

P^airrmeel va PI f A T4mi #if imar 1 ( PViim r aranl mad t 
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an increasing number of incidents have occurred. Indicating an unhealthy tendency 
in our national life— a tendency to prevent freedom of individual expression which 
had always been the guarantee of our democratic culture. This conference has been 
called in order to document and examine these incidents separately and at part 
of a majority tendency. If such a tendency does exist and continues to develop 
unchallenged, it can lead in only one d irection— biased control of the thought 
patterns of all the American people . 1 


The opening session of this conference which was attended lor Agents 
of the Lot Angeles Office was addressed by John Howard Lawton, leading Communist 
Screen writer in the motion picture industry whose Comma 1 st Party affiliations 
are set out in Section I of this memorandum, Lawson commenced his remarks by mentloi 
lag that various individuals had recently accused Henry Wallace of giving Europe 
a false impression of America by saying that America is not Imperialistic end 
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has no imperialist aims. In his speech Lawson reviewed the historic struggles 
of progressive forces and individuals throughout United States history and also 
pointed out the imperialistic actions in its past and present foreign policy. 

The keynot^soeaker of the opening sessions was Noman Corwin, who according to 
Inf orman so close to the Party that it would be difiicuit to say he 
is not a raembe^and whc^^^^^has heard discussed favorably by Communist Party 
officers on numerous ocSSSTOTFin connection with the Communist Party program of 
infiltration in the motion picture industry, Corwin in his address condemned the 
war psychosis being put upon the people today and also condejnned the activities 
of such groups as the House Couiwittee on Un-American Activities, the Tenney Cou^ 
mi t tee , which is the California State Un— American Activities Co*AJittee and the 
Hearst Press. 


At the final session of the conference on thought control held on the 
evening o-^.July 13, 19V7^"Robert Kenny, an executive of the PCA stated that the 
organization stands "for nationalization oi‘ public utilities, the coal industry, 
the steel industry and any other industry where nationalization would advance 
the coioraon good." Kenny stated frequently that free enterprise was not working 
and that those proponents of this economy should admit this and reach for new 
solutions to the changing economic problems of our complex system. Prior to the 
adjournment of the conference, resolutions were adopted including the signing of 
a letter to the President advising him of the vicious type of thought control 
existing in the United States and that thought control evidenced a trend toward 
fascism. The resolution advocated the abolition of the Un-American Activities 
Committee and the abandonment of the Truuan Doctrine. It further called for the 
discontinuing of the loyalty test recently instituted by the Federal Government. 

it 

previously been identified as CouMunists in Hollywood, had charge of all the arrange- 
ments for this thought control conference. In addition the program reflects that 
the following individuals, who have previously been identified as Communists either 
in Section I or Section III in connection with the various Communist front organi- 
zations active in the Hollywood area, participated actively in this program. 



Ldward Bibeman 
Pnilip Stevenson 
Sam Crnitz 
Charles J. Katz 
Morris Carnovsky 
Dr. Murray Abowits 
Melvin Levy 
Donald Ogden Stewart 
Adrian Scott 
Gale Sonaergaard 


Albert i-altz 
Dan Jarves 
George Sklar 
Howard Da Silva 
Anne Revere 
Guy Kndore 
Wilma Shore 
Sam Moore 
Lee Cobb 


Hollywood Antl-Kazi League 


The Hollywood Anti-Nazi Leagu^^ae set up in the motion picture industry 
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for the purpose of defending America 1 a democratic rights against Nazi influence. 
The organization had among its original officers such well-known Communists as 
Herbert Biberman, director, and Gale Sondergaard, actress. The Communist Party 
affiliations of these individuals are set out in Section I. Following the Hitler- 
Stalin Pact and the consequent change in the Communist Party line from opposition 
to Fascism to a program of general isolation, the organization was liquidated. 


Hollywood League for Dgnocratic Action 

According to Infonnant^|^^the Hollywood League for Democratic Action 
was made up of the same people who were active in the Hollywood Anti-Hazi League 
although its activities were just the reverse of the Anti-N'azi League because of 
the change in the Communist Party program. Many of the leading people in this 
organization were also identified with the Communist Party, such as Dalton Trumbo, 
Frank Tuttle and John 7/exley. The Conmunist Party affiliations of these individuals 
are set out in Section I of this memorandum. This organization dropped out of the 
picture with the coming of the American Peace Mobilization. 


The American Peace Mobilization 


This organization was a national Conmunist front group which, in 
Hollywood, was under the leadership of Herbert Biberman. Other known Communists 
active in this movement were John Howard Lawson, Dalton Trumbo, Frank Tuttle and 
Guy Qidore. The Communist Party affiliations of these individuals are set out in 
Section I. Many of the so-called "intellectuals" who had been active in Conmunist 
front movements in Hollywood were also active in supporting the American Peace 
Mobilization. Probably one of the most prominent of these so-called "intellectuals" 
.was Donald Ogden Stewart, a member of the League of American Writers, International 
Labor Defense, Screen Writers Guilds and the Hollywood Writers Mobilization, accord- 
ing to Confidential Informant! 



The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Coraaittee 


Informant ^^^grelated that from 1?37 on, during the period of the Span- 
ish Revolution, numerous Communist front groups were formed in the United States 
to assist the Conmunist cause in Spain. Prominent among these groups were the 
Spanish Refugee Ship Mission, the Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy, Span- 
ish Refugee Relief Campaign, Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, Hollywood 
Coonittee for Writers in Exile, and the United American Spanish Aid Committee. 
These groups had found membership and support among the intellectual group in the 
Hollywood area. Tho remnants of these groups were consolidated together with the 
formation of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Canmittee. This organization, a Com- 
munist influenced group, was said to be interested only in those refugees whose 
political opinions coincided with those who were in control of the Ccnmittee. 


on January 3, 



Cormunlat Party Headquarters 
icial directive from the 
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"National Org. Dept." addressed to "Dear Comrades." This directive which was 
dated April 13, 19 U3 stated In partt 

"The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee has undertaken the patriotic 
duty of organizing a mass campaign for the release and rehabilitation of anti— 

Fascist refugees in North America Comrade Browder placed this question as one 

of paramount concern to America. ... Vfe are therefore suggesting that your state 
Executive Committee discuss how the 7.C.L. can effectively participate in this 
campaign....... and would also be well if every district made a contribution to 

work of this coanittee Ve are sending you under separate cover publicity 

petitions and post cards....." 


it was ascertained on February 16, 19h5, that Felix Kusraan 
of the national office of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee and Liar i an 
Owens of the San Francisco Chapter of the Joint Anti-i-'ascist Refugee Coanittee 
net with <Jarl Winter, at that time President of the Los Angeles County Communist 
Political Association, regarding the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee policy* 
Carl (Yin ter summarized the decisions made at this meeting as follows: 

1. Consolidation of the Los Angeles and Hollywood offices of the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Coumittee should be effected. 

2. An executive committee should be established. 


The following officers, past and present of the Los Angeles Branch of the 
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee axe known Consnuniats: 


Che Helen Manfield Fischer at present is executive secretary of the 
Los Angeles Branch of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refu gee Co mmitte e, having held 
oslt lon since at leas t April 7, 19 h2. Informan 

Conmunist Party Headquarters 3!31 LBS TOJSIes produce 
Fischer on October 26, 19k3, was listed as a guest to be invited 
to the Los Angeles County Cozmnunist Convention held October 30, 31, 19li3 in 
Los Angeles* She was listed as a guest from Branch E { Cartoonists of the 
Northwest Section of the Los Angeles County Caanunist Party) . This data was 
further confirmed by information received from a most reliable but very delicate 
source on November 16, 19b3, which reflected that she was a member of the 
Conmunist Party* 


ding to 


it <•>**« 


on obtained freo 




La ry 5» 1 9u5 ha a opened the "Spanish 
Refugee Appeal." The letterheads of this "Spanish Refugee Appeal" of the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee . Committee list among others li* individuals from the motion 
picture industry of when the following are known Ccrmunists and their Conmunist 


connections 


set out in Section I 


of this memorandum: 


Vw 


) 


Canada Lea Robert Roe sea 

Albert Malta Dalton Tmmbo 

Karan Ho r ley 

A^a^examo^^^the fund railing act Wit lea of thla group. Confidential 
Informant the Lot Angelas Office, who la a Cooonnlit Party 
member, ad^He^ojwta^l9^l945 that the women's dlrlelon of the Joint Antifascist 
Refugee Committee held a Spanish Refugee Appeal luncheon at the Beverly Ellis 
Hotel on May 2, 1945. The sponsors of this luncheon Included the following per- 
sons Identified with the motion picture industry, according to this source: 

Mre. John Howard Lawson . Identified as a member of the Los Angelo* County 
Comrainlst Party through a vary reliable but most delicate source on November 16, 
1943. 


''• Mrs. Albert Malta , also Identified aa a member of the Communist Party by 
this same source on the same date. 


Mrs. Dalton Truhbo was alto identified es a member of the Communist Party 
through this same source on this same date. 


Mrs. Frank TVittle. she was Identified aa a member of the Los Angeles 
County Communist Party on December 19, 1946 by Samuel Davenport Russell, educational 
director of the Hollywood Hortheaet Women's Club of the Commnlet Party. 


Hies Gale Sonde rgaard also known at Mrs. Herbert Blberman. SondergaarA 
was identified as a Commnlet through a most reliable but very delicate source on 
the following datee, August 31, 1944, January 8, 1945, January 16, 1945, February 
26, 1945 and November 19, 1945. 

The following Hollywood personalities have appeared as headliners for the 
Joint Antifascist Refugee Committee in the Loe Angeles functions of this group: 


Olivia ds Havlland and Phillip Dora On March IP, 1943. 
was obtained from Confidential Informant 
of the Commnlet Party, who furnished thJ 


This information 
a former member 


Paul Rohe eon and Hasel ’Scott on August 5, 1943. This Information was 
obtained from the West Coast Commnlet newspaper the "Feoplee World” on July 10, 
1943. 


John Garfield and Paul Robeson on February 4, 1945. This Information 
was obtained from personal observation of a Special Agent at. the Loe Angeles Field 
Division. 


Rita Havworth. According to the "Peoples World” of June 20, 1946, Rita 
Rayvorth was listed es the honorary A airman of the women's division, 9paalah 
Refugee Appeal for a fraction on Juno 2, 1946* 

141 


( 


u 

J 



The Actor* Laboratory 

The Acton Laboratory, according to Confidential Inf ormant it a 

Co min 1st controlled inatitation where screen and stage acting la turportedly taught 
by directors, actora and writers affiliated with the notion picture industry. 

He stated that this school was formerly located in Hew fork City under the n aan 
of the Group Theatre. The Group Theatre was aaid to be affiliated with the Hew 
Theatre League, an alleged Communist venture. He related that the Hew Theatre 
League, fro* about 1932 until 1938, wae a propaganda agency making use of the stage 
as a medium which was successful in turning out actors who later served the Connn- 
niet movement in the United States. He reported that the Actors Laboratory cooper** 
atee with each organisations as the Hollywood writers Mobilisation and formerly 
the Hollywood Independent Cltisens Committee of the Arte, Sciences and Professions. 

The certificate of incorporation of this organization filed in the Coxnty 
Clerk's Office in Los Angelas reflects the following aims and purposes of this 
organisation: 

*1. To conduct classes for study of theatre arts, acting, dancing, stage 
craft, play writing, radio acting and performing. 

2. To conduct classes in the study of analysis of contemporary plays, 
moving pictures and radio programs. 

3. To produce and present dramatic material such as plays, review and 
radio programs, for the purpose of Informing and educating the members of the 
public. 


4. To condnct social affairs deemed to be for the benefit and Interest 
nf the members of this corporation,* 

Through a most reliable but very delicate source, information contained 
in a. report prepared by Elizabeth Leach, organizer of the Northwest Section of the 
Los Angeles County Comoinist Party Political Association, was obtained on January 
16, 1945, from which the following is quoted: 

"To provide a center for professional actors to experiment 
with and dsvelop their acting technique, to provide a means 
by which professional actors ean render greater war service; 
and a school* 
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"The laboratory hat quit# an extensive camp show progrin which 
hat now expanded to Include overseas unite and hoepltal shows. 

It la now presenting weekly a program of one act playt to finance 
the war eerrice program which have been very favorably reviewed 
In the prate* There are very serious weaknesses in relation to the 
political content of the material presented by the laboratory. 
(Tendencies toward esthetlclsn, peetlalaa) and tone of the 
wealmesaea of the group theater have been carried over since 
aany of the leading figures of the laboratory are from the 
group." 


furniehe 


e names o 


e executive bo arc 


th Century Pox Studios, 
Jar* of the Actors Laboratory as 


of April 7, 1947. There were 19 names shown on this list. Out of this number 


11 have recoi 


of Conmniet activities end 


membership. 


following 10 indi- 


viduals have been previously identified in Section I of this memorandum as Cost* 
innist s where their Communist connections are set out: 


Homan Bohnen 
J. Edward Bromberg 
Larry Parks 
Art Smith 

Abraham L. Polonsky 


Mary Tarcal 
Lloyd Bridges 
Phoebe Brand 
Morris Carnovsky 
Hy Kraft 


Jack Bragin, also one of the executive board members le an attorney 
whose practice is confined to the motion picture field. According to a most reli- 
able and very delicate source of information, he has also been identified as a 
Communist. 


According there are 11 members of the faculty of the 

school of the Actors Isrtorato^^^or these 11 members the actress Jaeoblna Caro 
and actress Phoebe Brand are Comannlste and their Communist Party affiliations 
are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 

The American Youth for Democracy 

The American Youth for Democracy, a nationally known Commnlst 
youth movement, has received the support of many Communists and Communist 
sympathizers in the Hollywood area. The American Youth for Democracy is a 
successor to the Young Comnunlet League • Among those individuals in the 
motion picture industry who havs bssn active in the support of this group 
are Edward Day tryk, director, Bing Lardner, Jr., writer, Dalton Truhbo, writer, 
Albert Malts, wrltsr, Sam Omits, writer and John Howard Lawson, writer, all 
of whom are known to be Comnmlste* The Commnlat Party affiliations of these 
individuals are set out In Section I. 
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Citisana Sogg& ttaa fS£ the Motion Picture Strikers 


This organisation* according to Confidential Informant ] 
set up for the purpose of aiding the strike in the notion picture industry which 
occurred in March of 1945* This strike developed as a result of a jurisdic- 
tional dispute between the Conference of Studio Unions and the IATSE and was 
discussed under the section headed "Conference of Studio Unions*" He stated 
that this Committee was under Communist control and that it was made up of 
individuals who were active in such Cooronlst front groups in Hollywood as 
the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation and the Bollywood Independent Citizens 
Committee, ayrall &i the Screen Writers' Ouild* Known Communist Party members, 
according tofl^Hwere active in leading this Committee* They Included Prank 
Tuttle, Edwar^Sytryfc, and Mrs. Sadie Ornitx, wife of Sam Orniti, formerly 
a Communist Party functionary in Los Angeles* The Communist Party affiliations 
^o^Tuttle, Dnytryk, and Sam Omits are set oat in Section Z of this memorandum. 
^^^Vrelated that the entire strength of the Communist Party was concentrated 
^WWne strike through thie Committee* He stated that leaflet! and bulletins 
signed by the Los Angeles County Communist Party and other Communist Party 
branches wsrs distributed freely by members of thie group who engaged in 
picket duty* 


The National Comities to Win the Peace 

Confidential lafomantHJBnelated that this organisation came into 
eziatence in Hollywood on May 12, 1946* and was sponsored by many individuals 
who have previously been affiliated with the Communist movement through various 
.front organisations* In this connection* it should be pointed out that the 
Rational Committee to Win the Peace is known to have been promulgated and sup- 
ported by the Communist Party, Its press and supporters* The Lob Angeles 
meeting held on May 12* 1946, referred to above, was under the guidance of 
Comunlet Willie* Pomerance, Executive Secretary of the Screen Writer* ■ Guild, 
and Communiet sympathiser Willie J* Hill, President of the People's Educational 
Center* The Communist Infiltration and influence in these two groups have been 
ditcuaeed in this section of the memorandum* 
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The Hollywood Forum 


The Hollywood Forum, according to Informant^pp was held under the 
auspices of the "Daily People's rrorld," flea t Coast CosEunist newspaper* 'This 
group, devoted to the discussion of Communism or Communist propaganda, was under 
the control of many Communists and Communist sympathizers affiliated with the 
motion picture industry. Individuals who iiave been active in this group in- 
clude Waldo Salt, Sam Ornlts, John Howard Lawson, and Alvah Bessie, all of 
whom have been identified as Communists. Their Communist Party affiliations 
are set out in Section I of this memorandum* 

John Larnes and Associates 

In August of 1946 Confidential I related 
that this organization was a recently formed "publ^^re^Rions^^^^groap 
which had announced that its functions were to "see that liberal, progressive 
commentators such as are listed as supporting the organization, are kept on 
the air as an antidote to the radio prostitutes who put their personal well- 
being above that of their fellow Americans ..... n Among the persons listed as 
supporting this group whe are directly or iraiirectly connected with the 
Hollywood Film Industry are: Averill Beman, radio comentator who was a 
member of the Executive Council of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee 
for the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, and Peter DeLima, radio commentator 
who has been connected with the Progressive Citizens of America as well as the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization. All of these organizations mentioned above 
have been subjected to Coamunist infiltration or influence* Confidential 
InformantHHfcreported that also listed as supporting this venture were bus- 
inessmen i^Tos Angeles, all of whom lean toward the Communist position* 

■Western Council for Progressive Business, Labor and Agriculture 

Confidential Informantflfl^|^ias related that this is also a pressure- 
type organization in the Hollywoo^bectioiyi^^h cooperates with John Barnes 
and Associates. This group, according toflH^p is obviously a Communist pressure 
group because of the names given as supporting it . Some of them are: Paul 
Robeson, Bartley C. Crum, and Robert 7T. Kenny. The Communist affiliations of 
Kenny and Robeson are previously set out in this section of this memorandum* 
Concerning Bartley C« Crum, the Washington Daily News for September 4, 1946, 
reflected that Crum was Vice-President of the American Committee for Spanish 
Freedom, a sponsor of the American Youth for Democracy, an initiating sponsor 
of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, 
sod a Vice-President of the National Lawyers Guild. AU of the above groups 
have been infiltrated or were under the influence of Coamunists or Communist 
sympathizers* 
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The Amerlcan-Russlan Institute 

Confidential Inf orman ted in inarch of this year that the 
American-ftussian Institute openecwnoffice at 6607 Hollywood Boulevard* It 
should be pointed out that the American-Russian Institute is a Soviet propaganda- 
type organization which acta as a dissemination center for Russian propaganda 
in Hollywood. Alvah Bessie, writer, identified in Sectio^^as a Comma nist, 
and Lewis Milestone, who has been reported by Iiaf onnan t^Hs having been 
a member of the Hollywood Democratic Committee, the LeaJ^^n American Writers 
and the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions, have been affiliated with this organization* Additional informa- 
tion concerning the American -Russian Institute is also set out in this summary 
under the section captioned, "Soviet Activities in Hollywood." 

The Civil Rights Congress 

V* 

The Civil Rights Congress is a national Communist front organization 
formed as the result of the merger of the Rational Federation for Constitutional 
Liberties, International Labor Defense, and the Michigan Civil Rights federa- 
tion. The International Labor Defense was an organization under the influence 
of Communists and Communist sympathizers, and the other two above mentioned 
organizations were declared subversive by the Attorney General iu that they 
came within the purview of the Hatch Act. rhe Civil Lights Congress lias been 
active in smear-tyi.e activities directed at the Department of Justice and the 
bureau. For example, the "Milwaukee Journal" on September 7, 1946, reflected 
that a letter had been sent by the Milwaukee Chapter of the Civil Rights Con- 
gress to the President of the United States, asking for the removal of Attorney 
General Tom Clark and Director John Edgar Hoover for failing to bring the 
lynchers to justice. In addition, this organization has been very active in 
fighting the Taft -Hartley Labor Bill, defending the civil rights of Cerhardt 
Eisler and denouncing all efforts to outlaw the Communist Tarty. This organi- 
zation has received the support of such well known Communists in the motion 
picture industry as Ring Lardner, Jr., who lias been carried as a member of the 
National Board of the Civil Rights Congress. Vhe Communist party affiliations 
of Ring Lardner, Jr., are set out in Section I of this meteor andu.lt. ^ 

Southern Conference for Human TJelfare 

The Southern Conference for Human V/elfare, a national Communist front 
movement, which has been described by Earl Browder as a transmission belt used 
by the Party for the dissemination of its propaganda, received the support of 
the motion picture industry, primarily through the efforts of Helvyn Douglas, 
husband of Helen Gahagan Douglas, who has been affiliated with such groups as 
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the Hollywood Democratic Committee in an executive capacity. This affilia- 
tion of Uelvyn Douglas is set out in the Jack Teona? Ub-American Activities 
report fo r the State of California to the 55th California Legislature* 
IafomantBB^J reported during March of 1947 that Uelvyn Douglas acted as 
the Holly£8o^representative of this organisation in a money-raising campaign* 
He mailed out letters soliciting funds under his own signature* 

The National Neg ro Congress 

The National Negro Congress is s nationally known Communist front 
organisation under the control of Dr* Uax Tergan, a known Communist* This 
organization has been declared subverelve by the Attorney General in that it 
comes within the purview of the Hatch Act* The December 12, 1946 issue of 
the Los Angeles Santinel, Negro Newspaper, carried a list of the members of 
the Executive Board of the Los Angeles Chapter of the National Negro Congress* 
Included among those listed was John Howard Lawson, Communist screen writer. 

T*h« gnwyl^n-fom rican Club 

Informant ^^^^s related that in August of 1944 this dub was 
created in Hollywood wit^he announced purpose of raising money for the people 
of the Soviet Union through the Runs ian- American Society for Medical Aid to 
Russia. Included among the Communists who have supported this organization 
is Frank Tuttle who has been identified in Section I as a Communist. In addi- 
tion, Lewis Milestone, previously identified in this section of the memorandum, 
together with others who have supported the Communist front movement, supported 
this organization. 
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IV. COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN MOTION PICTURES 

As & preface to this section. It should be pointed out that It has not 
been a function of this Bureau to revie* motion picture productions for political 
content for it was not believed that the Bureau* s representatives are experts 
in this field nor was it believed that censorship of motion pictures was within 
the purview of the activities of the Bureau. Our investigation of Cornnunism 
in Hollywood has for the most part been directed toward the investigation of 
the individual Communists, Comnunist front organizations. Communist infiltration 
of the labor groups and the general activities of the Communist Party in the 
Los Angeles area. However, in conjunction with our investigations, reports 
have been received from Confidential Informants and other sources concerning 
the tactics used by the Communists in their attempt to influence motion pictures 
and actual examples of Communist propaganda in motion picture films. This 
data will be set out in this section. 

>• 

Background and Tactics Used by the Conmunists to Inject Communist 

Propaganda in the Notion Pictures 

As has been pointed out in Section I of this memorandum, an article 
in the Daily Worker lor August 15, 1925, was written by Ailly Muenzenberg, 
the German Comunist propagandist, in which he quotes Vladimir Ilitch Lenin 
as stating witn regard to the motion picture * 

"You must powerfully develop film production, taking especially 
the proletarian kino (motion picture theatres) to the city masses. 

In still a much greater extent to the village. You must always 
consider that of all the arts the motion picture is for us the most 
important." 

Likewise Muenzenberg quoted Gregory E. Zinoviev, the Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the Communist International in 1925, as stating: 

"The motion picture in the possession of the bourgeoise is the 
strongest means for the portrayal and befuddling of the masses. 

In our hands, it can and must become a mighty weapon of Com- 
munist propaganda ard further enlightenment of the widest working 
masses. 11 

With the preceding quotations set out to show the importance 
placed upon the motion picture by leaders of the Coimnmist international, it 
is readily understandable how in 1935 the top st^^^j^^^^^Conounist 
Party, USA, according to Confidential Inf of the 
Los Angeles Office, set down instructions to the Los 

Angeles area to concentrate their activities on the motion picture industry, 
specifically requesting that they concentrate on the so-called intellectual 
groups which are composed of directors, writers, actors and high-paid technicians. 
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According to Hfljthe Communist Party has continued its program 
of concentrating on the *^Tters and directors In the motion picture industry 
for the purpose of Injecting propaganda into the motion pictures* These 
writers and directors are in a position in the creative field to determine 
the oontcnt of the picture. The writer who creates a dialogue and the 
director who interprets the same are in a position to inf luaice political 
feeling contained in ary given picture, for this reason, stated, 

the political views and background of the writer and directo^in the motion 
picture industry are utilized to the fullest extent ty the Co nun mist Party* 
This has resulted in the infiltration of known Communists and fellow 
travelers into the writers' and directors' groups. 


j iuis related that .Vorld Viar II permitted those writers and 
directors v;no acted under Co.ruAinist guidance to insert sequences and episodes 
into a picture in a lost clever manner. For this reason, he related, the 
Com unist apparatus in the ;aotion picture industry has been most successful, 
having placed in the majority of war pictures thos^jgrters and directors 
who were in sympathy with the cause of Connuni sm. ^HBstated that the 
crowning achievement in this respect was the pictur^^hSssion to Moscow". 

[lias related that this picture raised such a 
con trover S^TJTrouTBTff'T . i e united states it was necessary that the Com unist 
technique be changed. He related that the "or^Tunl sta then decided that the 
Coia unist writers and directors rust become sore subtle. lie stated they are 
now content to insert a line, a sentence or a situation carrying the Coraunist 
Party line into an otherwise non-political picture, having found that this 
method is more effective by reason of the fact that it does not appear to be 
purposeful but just incidental. Ke related that this subtle method of getting 
propaganda into the pictures was not restricted to war-type pictures or serious 
drama. He stated that the Communist message was also conveyed in the so-called 
"uu sicals". 



He also related the Communists, in influencing the production of 
these pictures, do not only direct their efforts at injecting propaganda 
into the pictures, but also prevent all material that the Party might con- 
sider objectionable to its current program from appearing in pictures. It 
has been reported that on several instances the Communist element has 
actually prevented the makLng of certain pictures. 

Among the pictures of this type, according was "Undo 

Tom's Cabin", written from the book by Harriet Beecher ^oweT Production of 
this picture was particularly attacked ty elements of the Coatunist Party due 
to the fact that it was felt that the picture did not reflect a proper 
attitude on the part of the negroes* ^s a result of this presttre, this 
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picture was withdrawn. Another picture, "The Life of &ldie id. dean backer" 
met similar pressure. The Contuunist Party objected to him because of his 
expressed political opinions regarding labor. He was labeled as a Fascist, 
a Ka^i sympathizer, a reactionary and an isolationist. Pressux-c ;vas said 
to have been put on a number of film stars to refuse leading roles in the 
picture. It was also said .that a number of writers were threatened causing 
some of them to refuse to do the script. This again resulted in the picture 
being withdrawn from production. 


picture industry, had assembled considerable information setting forth the 
purposes and aims of the Commmists in connection with the production of 
motion pictures. Arcing those who had done this were* James iicGuinness, and 
Ayn Rand, st'reen writers; Robert Arthur, producer; irs. Robert Arthur and 
Morris t^skind, free-lance screen writers as well as Lela Rogers, screen 
writer and producer. There is set out hereinafter the purpose of the 
Comninists in Hollywood according to the information assembled by tliis 
group; 



"The purpose of tiie Com.xinists in Hollywood is not the production 
of political movies openly advocating Conciunisrw Their purpose 
is to corrupt non -political movies by introducing small casual 
bits of propaganda into innocent stories and to make people absorb 
the basic premises of Collectivism by indirection and implication. 
Few people would take Communism straight, but a constant stream of 
hints, lines, touches, and suggestions battering the public from the 
screen rdll act like drops of water that split a rock if continued 
long enough. The rock that they are trying to split is Americanism". 


This yroup has also prepared a list of some of the more co.Troon 
devices used by the Joimunists to disseminate their propaganda. They include 
the smearing of the free enterprise system, the smearing of industrialists, 
presenting of wealth as evil, presenting of success a3 evil, glorification of 
failure, glorifying depravity, glorifying collectivism, smearing the independent 
man and belittling of American political institutions. 
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In addition to the above, this group has pointed out that it is tha 
Coraminist aim never to show the Soviet form of government, o r Soviet p olicies 
,in an unfa vorable light. According to< 
only 25. • of a screen stoiy 

ler to obtain the screen credits for writing the serai play. 
Consequently other writers, according to these sources, particularly Cownunists, 
can work on a motion picture script and their identity would not become publicly 
known. 



o 

J 


As an additional indication of the influence to -which members of 
the Screen Writers Guild were subjected, the following qiotation is being 
set out* This quotation was taken from the Hollywood Reporter dated 
August 20, 1946, and is a statement made ty John Howard Lawson at a "Party 
Line Indoctrination Center" to a young group of student actors* 

"unless you portray any role given you in a manner to further the 
Revolution and the Class V/ar, you have no right to call yourself 
an artist or an actor. ..You must do this regardless of what the 
script says or of what the director tells you. ^en if you are 
nothing more than an extra, you can portray a society v.-onan in a 
manner to e her appear a villainess and a snob. And you can 
portray a working girl in such a way so as to make her seem a 
sympathetic victim of the capitalist system. It is your duty to 
do this at whatever studio you may find yourself employed." 

In addition to the foregoing data, it mist also be pointed out that 
the Communists’ strategy and tactics included the use of the Aesopian language 
to disseminate and propagate their Communist ideologies. In other words, the 
Conoinists will use such words as Fascism or Democracy not in the same fashion 
as a true American, vie understand as the meaning of Fascism, the type of 
government under Hitler and Mussolini, whereas the Communists in using the 
term Fascism mean aqy political action or word which is contrary to the 
Soviet union. When we refer to a democratic government, we mean a true 
democracy as we have in the United States today, whereas the Conmunists in 
using the term democracy as applied to a form of government mean a govern- 
ment under the control of the State, ftee from capitalism and free enterprise 
which can only be possible in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. The 
use of this type of veiled propaganda utilized ty the Communists may also be 
injected into motion picture films ty the Comcunists and koiiruni st sympathizers 
active in the writing and production of motion picture films. 

Analysis of kotion Pictures Disclosing Communist Propaganda Therein 

"KEEPER OF TIE FLATS" 

Released by ..etro-Goldnyn-I.;ayer on February 5, 1943 

Producer — Victor Seville 

Associate Producer — Leon Gordon 

Director — George Outer 

J creei Flay — Donald Ogden Stewart 

(Hasedupon a novel by I.A.tt. VJylie) 

Cast — Starring Spencer Tra<y and Katharine Hepburn 
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that myself. I believed in a few. Leaders. Rulers. And 
then, as Robert began to change, I saw the face of Fascism 
in ny own home. Hatred. Arrogance. Cruelty. I saw what 
German women were facing. I saw the eneny. 

"Steves Robert Forrest. 

"Christines On the morning of the accident, I stole his kqrs, came here 
and opened this, (she moves to an enormous, specially-hiilt 
filing cabinet) This is what I found, (as she speaks, she throws 
open the doors of the cabinet and we see a well-ordered array of 
drawers, cubty-holes, etc., containing papers, long lists of 
alphabetically indicated documents) Here is the key to Robert 
Forrest’s Fascist organiztion. (she presses a button and a 
secret drawer juJips out) Of course, they didn't call it Fascism — 
they painted it red, white and blue and called it Americanism. 

(she takes out an ominous lunch of stocks and bonds) These are 
the funds to see it through, (she hands a stack of unnegotiable 
bonds to Steve) a fantastic amount subscribed by a few men to whom 
money Meant nothing any r..ore, but who wanted political power and 
knew they could never get it by democratic means, (she takes a 
card from 371 index) Here are their names. (Gteve takes the card, 
glances at it, puts it in his pocket. Christine turns back to the 
cabinet) But what really sickened me was the essence of their 
plan. Here are some articles — (from a drawer she pulls out a 
stack of typed manuscripts) all ready for release, to stir up the 
little hatreds of the whole nation against each other, (she hands 
Steve the first article) This is the copy of an article to be used 
in an anti-Semitic paper attacking the Jei.:s. (she hands Steve the 
second article) This was to be used in the Farmers Gazette to stir 
them up against the city dwellers, (handing him another article) 

Her-; is an article to stir up hatred against the Catholics. . (she gives 
him still another article) This is ant i -ne gro. .. (handing him another 
article) This is against trade unions.. (she gives him still another 
page) This is a subtle appeal to the Mu Mux Klan. 

Steve examines each of the papers as she gives the 1 to Iiirc. Jhe 
goes back to the cabinet and produces more evidence. 

"Christine! Tills is an interesting list of newspaper editors who had 
either sought public office in vain or hid sought to dictate win 
would occupy office, and because they didn't succeed believed 
that the jtcople were a great, stupid beast. 
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(while Steve la glancing at this paper, aha turns bade 
and rune her finger over the card Index In a long drawer 
aa aha speaks) These were nan who served their country In 
the last war hut who were failures In business, who again 
longed for the power of rank end the prestige of a unifora* 

(she presses a button, which opens e spring door in the 
cabinet* She lifts out a snail book) This contains the 
names and addrsssea of the aen who were designated to he 
America's first storn troopers* (Steve's face hardens as he 
takes the book and shoves it Into his pocket grimly) But 
what shocked me the most was the complete cynicism of the 
planj Each of these groups was merely to be used until its 
usefulness was exhausted* Hates were to be played against 
hates* When one group seemed to be getting too powerful, it 
would be killed off with another group. And in the end all these 
poor little dupes who never realised to what purpose they were 
lending themselves would be in the same chains, cowed and en- 
slaved, with Robert Forrest and his handful of power-thirsty 
henchmen cracking the whip. " 



indirect 
Communist Party line* 


by the Communist writers in getting across the 
stated that in this script the writer has, in a veiled 


manner, attempted to make tbs audience believe that Fascism and Americanism are 


synonymous. 


"THE MASTER RACE" 

Producer — Robert Golden 

Writer and Director — » Herbert Biberman 

Collaborators with Biberman — Anne Froellch 

Rowland Leigh 

Cast included — Morris Camovsky 
Lloyd Bridges 

The Director and script writer, Herbert Biberman, is identified 
in Section I, of IhLs memorandum, as a Communist* Anne Froellch, who collaborated 
with Biberman, is also identified in Section I of this nmnorandun as a Comuni st. 
Actors Lloyd Bridges and Morris Camovsky have also been identified by most 
reliable end very delicate sources as Communists and their Cosaunlst connections 
are set out in Section I* 
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This picture was reviewed on February 14, 1945 , ty three Agents 
of the Los Angeles Office who were well schooled in Communist investigations 
and Communist Party propaganda. After reviewing this picture* they inde- 
pendently wrote reviews setting forth their opinions as to the Communist pro- 
paganda set out In the picture. A suiaiary of their opinions is set out 
below. 


In the first instance, the character. Colonel Von Deck, the 
German underground leader, was created and depicted as possessing all of 
the detected qualities attributed to the German race. The ilajor Phillip 
Carson, the American Army officer in charge of the liberated town of Kblar 
was depicted as a man and officer of very mediocre abilities. The British 
officer. Captain Forsythe, was depicted as being far belo~ Major Carson in 
abilities and radiated weakness in all of his activities, whereas Lt. Andrei 
Krestov of the Russian Any ras depicted as a superman in physical appearance 
and ability. He was shown as possessing ability to perform any type of task 
assigned to' him and as being a real leader. A second example which appeared to 
contain propaganda was a series of scenes intended to give the impression that 
religious freedom exists in Russia. One of the scenes reflected that the young 
German officer was surprised to learn that religion was permitted in Russia. 

He appeared to be haunted by the vision of having thrown a hand grenade upon 
the altar of a church in the Ukraine. The r.ain theme of the story was to 
establish unity of the United Nations in war and peace, which, of course, was 
the Communist Political Association line at the time this picture was pro- 
diced. This is a praiseworthy theme, but it has particular significance when 
it is realized that the writer, BLberman, is a former active leader of the 
American Peace Mobilization in Hollywood and later, with the change in Soviet 
policy, called for all out unity. 

"NORTH STAR" 

Released by RKO Pictures, Inc. on October 13, 1943 

Producer — Samel Goldwyn 

Associate Producer — 'william Cameron ^enzles 

Director — Lewis Milestone 

Author — li Ilian Heilman 

Screen play — Lillian Heilman 

Cast: Starring — Anne Baxter Dana Andrews Walter Houston 

'./alter Brennan Ann Harding Jane Withers 

The author and writer ofUT^screer^play for tills production, Lillian 
Heilman, has been Identified by ^^Hflj^HUHflConfldentLal Informan^o^the 
; NewYorkOffice, as a Coamnist.^TWHaxzlon^confldantial Informant 
MflHBHpof the Los Angeles Office has reported that Htllun is a ligh 

who has associated exclusively with knovn O— ml sts and 
Communist sympathizers for the past 20 years. 
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Lewis .llestone, the Director, according to 
has associated with known Co.niiunists and Communist sympathizers. 


Also, in the supporting cast is Ruth Kelson, actress, who i3 identi- 
fied in Section I as a Co:umirdst. 


In conjunction with this picture, it should be pointed out that 
Goldie Arthur, the ex -secretary of Saituel Goldwyn, well-known motion picture 
producer, and presently the wife of Robert Arthur, Universal Studios' producer, 
indicated that ohc tv 03 closely associated with the detail involved in the 
production of this picture. She related that Samuel Jold.\yn had attempted to 
delete r.uch of tiie obvious propaganda nhich was ori ginal y injected into this 
film. However, he was unable to take all of it out. This source rc-vjrt' i 
t . <• in addition to the Givinj of a fictitious picture of the situation in 
rtjssia, the. film portrayed the idea that collective farming v;as the only 
successful'way to farm. 


"PlilDE Of THE :jLilIX”5 n 


Released Ly ..amer brothers on August 7, It 45 

Producer — Jerry .aid 

Director — Delmar Daves 

Author — .-io£, er futterfield 

Screen play — Albert r altz 

Adaptation — Karvin Eorows!<y 

Cast; Starring — John Garfield 

Eleanor Parker 


Albert u.altz, writer of the screen play has been identified in 
Section I as a Goanunist. In addition, Jo!m Garfield, loading actor in the 
motion picture, has been identified as a Coiauunist. 


According to Jack of lilt, wrote a 

review of this fil." in tn^i^U^oo^Ievi^vof September 10, 1945, is alert 
to the ‘'oTomiat tactics in the ..otion pictures and a Kitted tills picture which 
was entertaining and well done, had Ccnuiunist propaganda injected into it py 
the author. The folio. In.’ quotation is taken fro:.' ioffitt's article! 


"Unfortunately, the soap box hasn*t been coupletely eliminated. 

In one so pence Kr. Daves and i.r. i.altz have dragged the old ?art/ 
Line into their lovo story about as rracefully as if they were 
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lugging a dead bear up a flight of stairs into a boudoir. They say 
everything they can think of to provoke dexibts concerning repre- 
sentative government and the free enterprise system. *inployers are 
accused of everything from racial prejudice to a conspiracy to 
scuttle the G.I. Bill of bights. The screen should be used as a 
forum for public discussion. But there is a Great deal of difference 
between honest argument and biased propaganda. There should be, as 
Justice Oliver Tiendell Holies once put it, *A free trade in ideas' 
so that the public can choose what is best in 'the competition of the 
open market*. That is the theory behind the American constitution. 

In the scene I refer to, rany accusations are hurled which the other 
side gets no chance to answer. It represents, not a discussion, Uit 
a Monopoly of ideas.” 


itSOUG TO ItEiS-BSl" 


Released ty Cblumbia Pictures, Inc,, Januaiy 8, 1945 

Producer — Louis F. Ed el man 

Director — uharles Vidor 

Author — Ernst i_arischka 

bereen Flay — > bidne-y Bachman 

bast: starring — Paul .!uni 

Uerle Oberon 
Cornel. Wilde 


The author of the screen play, Sidney Buchman, a well-known screen 
writer, has been identlil fid in S ection I of thi s -jemoran dura as a Co: .muni st. 



picture, "Song to Remember" i 


Common! st propaganda inj< 


_ ie the 
into this 


”Thio motion picture represents a subtle complete distortion 
of .historical facts. It deals vrith the life of Chopin. Chopin 
escapes from Poland and works in the underground against itossia 
during the revolitionci'y period in 1917. He farther flees to 
Paris where he becomes acquainted with a rich, wanan who feels 
sorry for Ida because he is poor and ill. She takas him in and 
encourages 1dm to stuefc' and compose music so that he may make 
someth Inc of himself and Gain material wealth. Chopin's friends 
from Poland contact him and as 1 him to stop Jds •/rori: of composing 
and go on a tour and collect money vhich is to be donated to the 
people for the people’s causes. They accuse him of being selfish. 
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"The rich woman who befriended Chopin la pictured as Tory evil. 

The picture deals much with the Individual rights as against the 
rights of the masses* Chopin is oonvlnced he must go to work for 
the people so he gives up his desire to oarry on his work from 
Paris and goes on a tour whore he becomes more ill and finally dies* 

"The chief propaganda in addition to the above is that the man has 
no rij^its for himself but should live for the people and particularly 
persons of prominence like Chopin should even give his life for the 
masses so as to lead inspiration for them instead of gaining feme or 
glory for himself," 


According formerly associated with HKO Studios who 

is an independent urite^^^^Roucer^wrtur • Rubinstein* the well-known pianist 
was known to have protested to Harry Cohen* head of Columbia Pictures due to the 
fact that the production distorted the fact. Cohen informed Rubinstein that very 
few of the'* American people would know the difference and he thought the picture 
would make money* 


"THE BEST YEARS OF OUR LIVES" 

Released by Samuel Goldwyn through RXO Pictures, Inc. On 

December 25, 1946 

Prouucer -- Samuel Goldwyn 
Director — TUlliam TTyler 
Screen play — Robert Sherwood 

(From the novel Glory for lu is by Ifeckinlay Kentor) 

Cast: Starring — Myrna Loy 

Frederic March 
Dana Andrews 

According to the writer this screen play* 

although not known to b^aefinitoly a Communist* was one who associated with them 
and frequently gave them aid and oomfort. It was pointed out by these inuivl duals 
that this was a good example of a picture in which the screen credits did not re- 
fleet any outstanding or well-known Communists as associated with the production 
of the picture but it was believed by these individuals that the soript was 
"dressed" bv Communist writers who did not receive screen credits. Acoording.to 


writer on this script. Koch is believed by 



"one some of the work as a 
to be a Communist* 
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Frederic March, one of the starrin g actors in this play, has been 
identified by Confidential Informant a Communist. 

Roman flohnen and Howland Chamberlain, both of whom are Identified 

in Section I of this memorandum as Cocmunists, were included in the supporting 

cast. 


The publication "Plain Talk," in the April, 1947, issue, carried on 
article written by 7/illiam uarkham in which Markham pointed out that this 
picture contained Communist propaganda which was subtly injected into the 
film* It was referred to as a masterpiece of "subversive half-truth." 



in discussing tne picture, "The Best Years of our ia.v-, 
^^m^^iortrayod the upper class in a bad light* He recalled that 
was portrayed as a mean, avaricious individual. One sceno which 
as illustrating his point occurred when Frederio March went to see his 


the 


e 

banker 
scussed 

ss, the 


banker, to tell tho latter that he, March, had made o loan to a GI. Once Larch 
turned away, the banker’s face changed and he registered disapproval of the former’s 
action. Th is tended t o show the bankor as a mean individual. In the picture, 
according March attacked the banker at a public meeting which_tends 

to givo the HRuenc^the impression that bonkers as a class are evil, 
related that other unnecessary "stuff" was also put in. 


William Z. Fostor, national leader of the Comnunist Party, USA, held a 
meeting on September 10, 1947, in a Los Angeles Hotel with California State Secre- 
tary William Sohneideman and Los Angeles County Communist Party Choi man Ned 
Sparks. Agents of the Los Angeles Office who were in an adjoining room overhoard 
Foster, in speaking of current motion picture productions, state with regard to 
the motion picture "The 3ost Years of Our Lives," "That was real stuff. " He re- 
ferred to this picture as well as "The Farmer’s Daughter" and "Crossfire," which, 
are also discussod in this Soction, by stating, "They are standing them on their 
ears*" Foster indicated that all three of these pictures vjero very fine productions. 


"IT’S A ‘..OKDSRFUL LIFB" 

Reloassd by BKO Piotures, Ino. on Deo ember 19, 194ft* 

Prouucer — Frank Capra 
Director —Frank Capra 

Screen play Frances Goodrick, Albert Hacks tt, Frank Capra 
Cast i Starring — James Stewart 

Donna Reed 
Lionel Barrymore 
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Recording %o In fo yman t in this picture ‘the 
screen credits again fai^^^reflS? WWiHfT Support given to the screen 
writers. According to^Hjj^J} the writers Frances Goodrick and Albert 
Hackett were very clos«^^cnown Coumunists and on one occasion in the recent 
past while these two writers were doing a picture for i-etro-Goldwyn-iiayer, 
Goodrick and HaCkevt practically lived with fcnovtn t-cn^unists and wars ob— 
served eating luncheon daily with such Comnunists as Lester Cole, screen 
writer, and Earl Robinson, screen writer. Both of these individuals are 
identified in Section I of this memorandum as Communists. 


tilth regard to the picture, "It's A Vonderful Life", 

HHH^ptated in substance that the film represented a rather oovious attc^p 
^^^^credit bankers by casting Lionel Barrymore as a "scrooge -type" so that 
he would be the most hated man in the picture. This, according to these 
sources, la, a common trick used by Communists. 

In addition, stated that, in his opinion, this 
picture deliberately maTT^ecnn^ip^r class, attemptin^to show the people 
who had money were mean and despicable characters. ^H||^Brelated that If 
he had made this picture portraying the banker, he shown this 

individual to have beai following the rules as laid down ty t he State 3ank 
Examiners in connection .-.1th making loans. Further, stated that the scene 
wouldn't nave "suffered at all" in portraying the banKe^asa man who v;as pro- 
tecting funds put in his care by private individuals and adhering to the rules 
governing theioanj of that money rather than portraying the part as it was shown. 
In summaiy stated that it was not necessary to male the banker such a 
foean characw^ara "I would never have done it that way". 
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"The Letter" was made in Russia and was later shown in this country. He recalled 
that in this Russian picture, an individual who had lost hi3 self-respect as well 
as that of his friends and neighbors because of drunkeness, was given one last 
chance to redeem himself by going to the bank to get some money to pay off a 
debt. The old man w as a sympathetic character and was so pleased at his op- 
portunity that he was extremely nervous, inferring he ndjit lose the letter 
of credit or the money itself. In summary, the old man .aade the journey of 
several days duration to the bank and back with no mishap until he fell 
asleep on the homeward jouroor because of his determination to succeed. On 
this occasion the package of money dropped out of his pocket. Upon arriving 
home, the old can was so chagrined ha hun^ himself. The next day so^^n^^^ 
returned the package of money to his wife aaying it had been found. 
draws a parallel of this scene and that of the picture previously discussed^ 

„ A fPW*,. *U .L-ll - * ^ — 1 _ J AW^ * A. - 1 < a. 1 ^ J A. M _ 

munxiig wiai» itiu.uaa h.itgucii wntr wie ^art 01 unq mn jjojxn^ who in 

the Capra picture suffered the same consequences as the man Hi the Russian 
picture in that ilitchell was too old a man to go out and make money to pay off 
his debt to the banker. 
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"THE FAi-ER'S DAUCffTER" 


Released by Ri\0 Pictures, Inc., on Lay 6, 1547 
Starring. Loretta Young 
Joseph Gotten 
Ethel Barrymore 



to in this section 
this picture was i 




an independent writer and producer, previously referred 
or the memorandum, related that the Co::i.\iini st propaganda^iri 
[oubtedly condon ed by Dore Schary, producer, who? 

— " iias had numerous art-ruiaents concerning 

o.Mi.'UiUst iorv. or government .~_.cn ary , according to 
the People's Educational Center, a Communist influe 
cussed in this neuorandum. According to Informant 
close follq^er of the Co:n.Tunist_^art£^ne for a co 
In referring to the picture, 
obvious attempt to belittle 

country. 



instructed at 
previously dis- 
chary has >>ccn a 
si ier^ble number of years, 
stated in substance tii-.t it was an 
congressional form of government in this 


.Villi am iiooring, in an article entitled "From the Nollywood lets" 
apoearin;: in tiie National Catholic i.onthly ..agazeia issue of Au.uct, 1,47., 
stated with regard to the picture, "The Farmer's Dou bter", the underlying 
effect of the film, viewed as one of the steady diets of such things, is to throw 
mud at the political factions 1-nov.n to oppose Commuaism, snu furthermore, at 
the same time viithout naming the "Progressive" Party whose politics it upholds. 

It leaves with us the tliought that only those who, like the farmer's daughter, 
believe in the naturalization of the banking system and other fail liar tenets of 
Co ruunism, are honest or humanitarian. 



in referring to this picture, advised that he did 
not believe it contained any direct Communist ideology. "a stated it apposed 
the crooked dealings of the upper class in politics and that it showed the 
control by political met ho h of a wealtfv fa.il. 2 r- a co.rtunity. 
stated that it was tempered, however, and that t'ii:; family was not 
Town as a vjcious one. 



"C.iOgSFLiE" 

Released by 1133 Pictures, Inc., June, 1947 
Producer — Adrian Scott 
Director — EJvrard Qiytryk 
Screen play — John Paxton 

(Adopted from novel "The IWck Foxhole") 
Starring} .;ouert Youns 
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The producer of this picture is Adrian dcott and the Director Edward 
Drytryk, both of whom arc identified in Section I of this •T^ iorandura as Coniunists. 

According this picture 

good example in -vhich the racial 3 ng^Hxa^Teerwman^^?.%>kasizcd. In a report 
prepared by the Southern California kiotion Picture Council, Inc., vhich is a 
i-nown non-commercial, non-political, and mn- 3 ectarian group of organizations 
which furnish representatives to review .notion pictures as they pro released 
and make certain recommendations, the follo-"ing information is disclosed con- 
cerning "Crossfire"; 

"This picture is near treasonable in its implications and scj.ir^ 
efforts to arouse race and religious : atreJ, through w-ls-leading 
accusations j the use of a drunken, ;nal -adjusted soldier to typify 
our courageous service wen and the use of .rdnority groups to arouse 
suspicion and sympathy. This country was founded for religious 
freedom and lias ever been the haven of security for theeppressed 
and persecuted of all nations. Here they luve found peace, security 
end prosperity under just and equitable laws. Any effort to arouse class 
consciousness or antagonism is un-Awerlcan; ..orally unsound j a per- 
version of facts ;ind a s*.T:.-in_ effort to create pernicious propaganda 
against unity and peace. It could haw boon a jr.at nature, had V j 
message of love instead of late be si consummated but it missed tr.e uark, 
because one group was presented as intollerant, cruel and murderous, 
when all classes involved were to blawe. The technical qualities are 
excellent. The photography is unusual. The openin_. scenes and :xisic, 

’ which was impressive throughout, create an atmosphere of impending 

doom. The story, a complex nurder mystery, involves four service wen, 

Keeley, Montgomery, idtchell, Floyd and darnels, a Jew. The picture 
is socially and morally unsound and cannot be coiv.iended i'or any 
audience. " 


airs. .Villi aw A. "urk. President of this ox^o^at^n, state' that in 
this picture one race is placed against another. advised vatu 

regard to this picture that certain of the speech^^^rt^^ah-;- actors ware 
changed or. the set and did not show up in the script, specifically, he stated 
that a speech wade by hol'urt Young in which he stated, " Jews have been killed. 
Catholics have ’-eon killed, that is the '■iatory of Arctic*", '..as altered on 
the set by the addition of the last phrase "that 13 the history o.C America". 

It i of interest to point out th t t;r? Co uualst newspaper, the 
Daily Aox-kor for August 31, lt'47, in the coIuth entitled "The fjovics" ty 
Harold J. Salemson, in.iicate3 that the Daily ..ork^r has taken the stand tiiat 
the picture "Crossfire" is "a fine document against intolerance. ... It seems 
to us that the unconscious and send -conscious anti-semi tics ar* reacting very 
violently. The film IfdtT be Idtting its ..sark..." 
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•Barrs rones* 


Released by thited Artists, July, 1947 
Pro dicer — Mark Hellinger 
Director — Jules Dassin 
Screen play — Richard Brooks 
Starring: Fnrt Lancaster 
fiime Cronyn 
Charles Bickford 


The director of this production, Jules Dassin, has been identified 
oo ^ CoTTununist in osetion X of this mornoraiviiinia 


Life magazine dated August 11, 1947, in reviewing this picture 
pointed out that it was a picture with some good acting in it but "less 
praiseworthy is a turn about moral code which portrays each representative 
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breakers seem like real nice felloes"* A review made by the California 
Congress of Parents and Teachers of Los Angeles, California, in the publica- 
tion "unbiased Opinions" reflected the following i nfor;r.at ion concerning the 


film. 


"The characters portraying the officers are as follows: the 
Captain of the guard is a Idtler type; the warden is a weakling 
holding on for retirement; the prison doctor is a humanitarian 
who can endure the suffering he sees only by using drink as a 
narcotic." 


The review in this periodical by the California Federation of 
Business and Professional Clubs, states in part as follows: 


"Socially, it is insidious for sympathy, (it) is directed toward 
criminals while officers pledged to uphold the law are presented 
as cruel, vicious, and sadistic." 


confidential source of the Los Angeles Office who 



orce 


attempted to insert a scene which in 
opinion was Coroounist propaganda. Dassin intended shoeing negroes 
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"UIS5I0N TO MOSCOW 

Released ty liarner Mothers, lay, 1943 
producer — Robert U. Buchner 
■Dechnical Director: Jay Leyda 
Screen Play — SSrskLne Caldwell 
Author — Joseph £. Davies 

"Mission to Moscow", a '.Vainer Brothers ralea^of Day, 1943, was 
produced by Robert H. Duclner. Pu elder wa^^forraer correspondent in Moscow 
of the "London Daily uail". According he selected J. Leyda to act 

as technical director for the picture. been in Moscow at the same 

time as Luclaier ’.vhere he had been connected with trie Bureau of Revolutionary 
'Writers of the Soviet Lotion Picture Industry. Leyda is identified in Section I 
of this memorandum as a Comrunist. He was also active in the League of 
American .irlters, a Conciunist front group. 

^^^Hhas related that the actual v/riter of the screen play "Mission 
to Moscow^wfas Ersidne Caldwell. Caldwell has been a member of the League 
of American hr iters for mary years. He also .nade severe] trips to the Soviet 
Union. At one time, he was associate editor of "Soviet Russia Today", a 
Soviet nropagcnla publication. Prior to Adjust, 193', he was in favor of a 
collective security. Darin;; the life of the tier -Stalin 'on -Aggression Pact, 

he supported the program of the A eric an Peace mobilization and openly opposed 
Lend-Lease and Selective Service. After June 22, 1941, which was the date that 
the Soviet Union was invaded by the Nazis, he called for all-out aid to Britain, 
Soviet Russia and O&na. . 

The picture, "ilission to Moscow" is based upon the book, "Mission to 
Moscow" written by former United States Ambassador to Russia, Joseph £. levies. 
The pro-Soviet propaganda disseminated through this picture was so obvious 
^tha^^^wa^crtticized by numerous newspapers on these grounds. Informant 

the picture caused a controversy which resulted in 
^xn^JolffllnR^yarty's changing its tecnique of inserting Comsunist propaganda 
into .motion pictures. 


"CASi TIMBERLARE" 

Jritten by — Donald Ogden Stewart 



Donald Ogden otewart has been identified by Confidaitial Informant 

f the Hew fork Office as a Connunist. According to Informant 
Stewart has been affiliated with the Comnunist element in the 
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notion picture industry for many years* flHj^m^^prelated that the captioned 
Hii i is an example of distortion of fact^^^^^^reTated that the script deals .vith 
the "country club set" attempting to get government war contracts. Considerable 
effort on the behalf of this group was expended to maneuver Judge TLmberlane wit 
of town as he is represented as being an honest judge; the inferenc^being that 
there are dishonest judges and this one was an exception. related 

that furthermore this judge was pictured as a State judge wner^r^eality a 
Judge dealing with war contract cases should have been a Federal judge. Also this 
judge would have disqualified himself in connection with the trial in question. 


released. 


According this picture, which has not as yet been 

is to be made avSTanls to the public in the inraedii.ts future. 


"DUCK PHIVAIE3 COiE H01£E" 

V 

Screen play — Frederick Rinaldo 

Starring — Bud Abbott 

Lou Costello 

The screen writer, Frederick .iLnaldo, has been identified in 
Section I of this ae.'oranduiu ns a current member of the Coi^oinist Party 
in the Los Angeles area. 

According in the picture "Buck Privates Come Home", 

one scale portrays a parc^givenfor a Gaieral in the Arny whereas intermingling 
scenes disclose an enlisted man on KP duty making the audience unnecessarily 
class conscious. In other scenes he depicts an enlisted soldier who remarks 
he is unable to :a to the nurses quarters and makes the statement that enlisted 
man cannot go out .rith officers, the nurse in this case being an officer. 


"T313 OF YOUR LIFE" 

Screen play — William oarqyan 
Producer — James Cagney 

This picture is cited as an example of the rejection of anti- 
Corauunist propaganda, which was displayed at a session of the Arts, sciences 
and Professions Conference of the Progressive Citizens of America hold on 
thought control at the Beverley Hills Hotel on July 12, 1947. This meeting 
was attended by an A^ent of the Los Angeles Office who related that the 
session was dominated by known Communists with the key-note address given 
ty John Howard Lawson, Concninist screen writer identified In Section I. 


The last speaker at this mooting was Paul Draper* a wo 11 -known dancer* who 
discussed the captioned production* Draper stated that while reading the 
soript he noted that it was to depict a play during the life of the Hitler 
regime and that his script required him to say a line which ridiculed flitler 
and had tho effect of calling Hitler the most serious menace of tho day* 
Draper stated ho realized that the consent concerning Hitler could hare 
boon written in Hitler* s time and realized that the soript should be revised* 
He related he asked the director, whose name lie did not giro, as to what line 
should be substituted for this line concerning Hitler* The director told 
Draper to substitute the name of Stalin for Fitler* Draper indicated that 
he realized the significance of such a statement and said he could not say 
such a line in the movie. He then comented to the audience that he had a 
great amoition to dance in the Soviet Union and the Balkans at some future 
date* 


'’’flour and soul" 

Released by Enterprise Productions 

Producer — R. B. Roberta 
Director — Robert Rossen 
Screen Play — Abraham Polonsky 
Cast: Starring — John Garfield 

Lili Palmer 
Anne Revere 

The director, Robert Rossen, has been identified os a member of the 
Communist Party in Los Angeles* His Comsunist connections are set out in 
Section I of this memorandum* Ihe screen writer, Abraham Polonsky, has also 
been identifiod as a Connunist and his Connunist connections ore set out 
in Section 1* 


Th^cas^inchides John Garfield, who has been identified by Confidential 
Informant as a Commnist, and Anne Revere, who also has been 

identified and her Connunist connections ore set out in Soctiolf I 
of this memorandum* 

who reviewed the picture "Body and Soul," stated 
that it HHJ.4 witft tne prize fight racket and as far as Connunist propaganda 
is conoerned, he did not believe it was "as hot sa others" he had seen* He 
related, "It portrays the rioh and successful man in a bad light and the finest 
oharacter of them all is a colored fighter." The colored fighter is managed by 
a dishonest promoter and is maneuvered into a position where he fights a bou t 
with a olot on his brain and is killed* The manager, acoording toj 
"knows it will kill him and in the pioture uses the line 'so what. 
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In bribing various fighter*, related, the white man takes the 

bribe and the negro refuses $60,0 00 to thr ove fight, portraying the negro in 
a fine light, "which, according tofljHHB is the principal form of propaganda 
in this picture* The negro fightin^wTTe injured knowing that he i» injured 
and hie manager knowing that it may be his death as well as the negro refusing 
a bribe while the white man aooepts it shows the negro as a noble character and 
sympathetic character while the successful promoter is shown as in unscrupulous, 
dishonest, heartless individual* 


"ANOTHER PART OP THE FOREST" 

Presently in production at Universal-International Studios 

Produo er — Jerry Brealer 
rector — William Gordon 
Screen Play — Lillian Heilman 
Screen Adaptation — Vladimir Bozner 
Casts Starring — Frederic Uarch 

Florence Eldrldge 

The screen play of the above picture was written by Lillian Heilman, 
whod^^HHhas described as a Communist* In addit ion, the cast stars Frederio 
Var^Wffl^Horenoe Eldridge, March's wife* MB|^hhas also identified March and 
his wife as Communists* 


With regard to Lillian Heilman, Confidential Informant 
WWW the Los Angeles Office in 1944 stated that she wae a high^ranjcing 
Communist who had associated exclusively with known Comnunists and Co mini st 
front organizations for at least twenty years* In this connection, it should be 
pointed out that Informant^^^feis a former member of the Communist Party in 
Los Angeles* 


According to this story deals with "the most do generate 

characters 1 know," He reTotec^BIa^trie story has to do with a Southern family 
living in a period insnediately following the Civil War* The father has made con- 
siderable money by profiteering during the war w hich has r esulted in continuous 
squabbles over money between him and his family* ^HBMMrel&ted that the story 
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"This script as a whole, in story, theme, intention, and implication, 
is most certainly propaganda for Communism - or, more specifically, it is 
vicious propaganda against tho capitalist system, 

"The story presents a family of monsters in a small Southern town in 
the year 1830, All the members of tho family are unspeakably depraved 
(except the mother, who is insane) and indulge in every possible kind of 
villainy, including incest. They are shown in a manner which implies that 
they represent a rising new social class - the businessmen, 

"The sole motive of the family is greed for money. The father got 
his start by alleged profiteering 1 during the Civil War and by betraying 
Confederate soldiers to tho Union Army for a financial reward* (he led 
Union soldiers to a Confederate camp, v/ith the result that 27 young Con- 
federates were slaughtered in their sleep - not a very flattering incident 
for the Union Army, incidentally.) 

"The father, the two sons and the daughtor now spend all their time 
lying, cheating, double-crossing, blackmailing one another and everybody - 
in order to get money* The pursuit of money is made to appear evil and 
sickening - and the audience is left with the impression that money can 
be obtained only by such methods, that these are the only kind of people 
who can become rich. This is not said explicitly, but it is implied very 
forcefully - because there is not one line of dialogue, not a single 
reference to any honest method of acquiring wealth. The Hubbards are 
not presented as a freak family of scoundrels. They are presented, by 
implication, as the rich. 

"All the other characters of the story, everybody in the town where 
the action takes place, are poor, ruined by the Civil War. The Hubbards 
are the only rich in the midst of general devastation. If there are any 
other kind of rich people in the town, the story never mentions them. 

"There is not a single » good* or actually sympathetic character 
in the whole story. As sole contrast to the Hubbards, there are only some 
ruined Southern aristocrats, who are futile, nelpless and stupid - such 
as the stuffy Joim Dagtry and the half-witted Birdie. These are presented 
as the only honest peoplo and are placed in the position of Sympathetic 1 
characters - yet here is what they stand for; 

"Pages 101-102 : 


BIRDIE 

1 John wants to go to Brasil right now. 

The radical people down tho re are trying to 
abolish slavery, Mr, Hibbard, and ruin the 
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N > country* Ihe planter* hare been looking 
for Confederate officers so John will be 
able to fight again for his ideals* 1 

MARCUS 

tfthy don't you choose the other sldet 
Every nan needs to win once in his life*' 

JOHH 

• X don't lilco that way of saying it* I 
fight for a way of life,' 

"Hero it is clearly driven home that John is not just a charactor 
in a story, but the representative of a 'way of life.* The only 
representative of the other, new 'way of life* which has defeated him, 
the representative of the capitalistic North as against the feudal 
South, the accomplice of the Union Army - is Marcus Hubbard (and his 
vicious children). No, Marcus is not just a villain - he is the symbol 
of the new economic order. This is stressed explicitly on page 102, 
where Marcus says to Johnt 


MARCUS 

'77ell, I disapprove of you. Your people 
deserved to lose their war and their 
world. It was a backward world, getting 
in the way of history. Appalling that 
you still don't realize it. 1 

"The political message of the picture is certainly appalling. It 
tells people, in effeot, that the course of American history consisted 
of a slave system which mi replaced by something still worse, by the 
rise of capitalism - as exemplified by Marcus Hubbard. America had 
nothing to offer - except a choice between the 'ideals' of John Bagtry 
and the modern world of the Hubbards. 

This is not left merely to implication. It is stressed in a 
Conversation between the two subhuman Hubbard sons, when Bon, the oldest, 
takas over his father's fortune through blackmail and looks forward to 
a brilliant financial future for himself* 

" Pages lo5-156 t 


BEN 

'Big things doing all over the country* 
Railroads going across, oil, coal*' 
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"OSCAR 

(Eagerly) 

'Think we got a chance to be big rich, Bant* 
Ben smiles. 


"Horo you have the filthy, contemptible indication that the 
magnificent progress of American industry in the last 19th century, the 
great spurt of productive energy unequalled in history, the 'railroads, 
oil and coal' ears ore ate d by or for the profit of men such as Ben and 
Oscar 1 
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of the theater ana murder the first person wearing a mink coat. The only 
thing to prevent this, will not bo the authors' intention, but the lurid 
preposterou 5 ness of "the story. The nondiscriminating, however, will leave 
the theater with a good charge of hatred and indignation against the rich, 
the businessmen and the American system as a whole. 


T 0n page 119, Karcus ifcjbbard describes his past as follows t 


*ancus 

•At nine years old I was carrying water 
for two bits a week, 1 took the first 
dollar I ever had and wont to the paying 
library to bigr a card. At fourteen I 

wee wtee wnilas a ^ 1 t^alf a r>/i m^af. nf f 

w»e su i * siig iuwu<j u eaa “*♦« we • e* 

night. But that was the year I learned 
my Greek, read my classics, taught myself 


i 


"This is a fairly subtle point, and the audience might safely miss 
it, but this passage is a parody on the life story of a self •made man. If 
Marcus Hubbard were intended to be taken as a plain criminal, ho would havo 
been shown spending his youth in reform schools or indulging in petty 
larcenies. But no, he is given the standard biographyof a hard-working, 
ambitious self-made man. Only Comnunists would sneer at and discredit the 
kind of effort Hubbard claims to have made in order to rise and educate himself. 


"On page 44, Hubbard's wife explains how he made his money 
during the Civil wars 


IAVINIA 

'People wore dying for salt, and I thought 
it would be a kindness to run the clocked# 
and bring it to them«.,«Only 1 didn't 

i_t- j .1- s e J *i .1 .Li JaI 1 m, « 
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it - a tiny little one pound bag, 
out of other people's misery I* 


taxing money 


"Host people are quite oonlUsed on what constitutes war profiteering - 
so it is a standard Coonuni st pr_£cj;^oe to denounce legitimate capitalist 
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"method* In the guis* of denouncing 'war profiteering.’ By the proper 
definition* of * free economy, only dishonesty in obtaining or executing 
government contracts oan be olaeaified a* ’war profiteering.* Ihe 
activity denounced in the above dialogue * a man running a blockade and 
making a profit on a product which ho alone is able to supply - is not 
profiteering, and ie not reprehensible. People were not forced to buy 
his product, they neecTecT it desperately, and there i* no definable limit 
to how much profit a man may or may not make. The mere conception of 
limiting profit is a collectivist idea. In a free economy, profit is 
established by supply and demand - and nothing else whatever. 

"Such a line as the suggestion tiiat somebody should run a blockade 
out of ’kindness’ is economic demagoguery of the worst kind. Neither 
'kindness,* nor 'noble intentions,' nor altruistic motives can produce 
goods. or pay for them* Somebody has to produce then and soaobody has to 
pay." It is this mixture of ’kindness’ with economics that is the Bure 
sign of someone preaching a Communist economy. 

"The line ’Ikdcing money out of other people’s misery I* is practically 
a bromide of the Comunist propaganda machine. If such & slogan is ropeated 
oi'ton enough and people actually accept it, it viould justify any hungry 
bum in looting any grocer, because the grocer, too, could be defined as 
making money out of the bum's misery. The implication here is that it is 
evil to make money on something which others need. Since nobody buys 
anything unless he needs it, the further implication is that all profitmaking 
businoss is evil, 

"Pa e 111, More of the same disgusting tripet 

lAURETTii 

* — you got rich, bringing in salt and making 
poor, dying people give up everything for it. 

Right in the middle of the war, non dying for you, 
and you making their kinfolk Give you all their 
goods and monoyl’ 

"Page 110, Marcus Hubbard says about his sont 

liARCUS 

'And he steals a little. Nothing much, not 
enough to be respeotable.’ 

"This may be Just a wisecrack - or it may imply that you have to steal 
a lot In order to become respectable in our sooiety." 
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read the script and stated as follows i 

"•The Children’s Hour,* ’The Little Foxes* and now this. Three in a 
row dealing with tho moat degenerate characters I know. ’The Children's 
Hour 1 ms a groat picture, but made you sick at your stomach. 'The Little 
Foxes* - you wanted to go out ana brush your teeth alter you saw it. It 
was diseased; every character in it was diseased, and yet it was beautifully 
written. This script is beautifully written, and every character in it is 
diseased. There is no character here that has any virtue unless it be 
the mother who was sick-minded, with the exception of three negroes, the 
throe servants in the house. When they appear they are bright and good. 

"This picture ueals with the South in 1830. It starts with a 
celebration of a kind of Memorial Day for 20 young Confederates who were 
murdered, massacred by the Union Army because someone led them to the place 
where the men were camping and it had never been laiown who led them, -fell, 
tho story develops that it was the rich man of the town today who led the 
Army to the hiding place. His name is J. arcus; he is a money londer and 
owns the store and lends money at tremendous rates; he is either a Greek 
or he likes Greeks; he is always reading Aristotle. 'Die raothor is a weak, 
frightened woman, Lavinia, as we first see her, and sho is nervous and jumpy 
and comes down to pray at this field and her husband has forbidden her to go 
to it. This fine young colored girl gets her in time to bring her back to 
the house because her husband is a martinet. There is a character of a fine 
decent Northern money lender who comes down to loan money at 7 per cent and 
not the 10 and 15 per cent that Marcus has been charging, and tho Ru Klux 
Rian, of which the younger son of warcus is a member, rides him down and 
beats him up. The suggestion here was that his father had ordered him to 
do it because he triod to get money from his father for tho act. 

"Regina, tho younger sister, and daughter of Marcus, has been 
sleeping with one of the young Confederate men with whom she Is in love 
who does not love hor, and the elder brother plots against that situation 
in order to nix it up becauso he wants the sister to marry another young 
rich man. The Southern boy does not have any money. The brother wonts 
his sister to marry a rich man instoad of a poor one. 

"It ia a completely diseased group mentally and morally. The family 
attitudes and life aro beyond belief when you read it, however, overy 
oharacter is believable because it is so finely done; that is to say, it Is 
the same in all three plays. The characters are as believable in this play 
as they were in 'The Little Foxos* end »The Children'^ Hour* because they 
are so magnificently drawn; because the woman ia a magnificent writer." 
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The author, in portraying the characters^a^iaa been stated above, 
shoved thorn to be a completely degenerate lot.^m^^^feaidi 

"Biey are the same people we met in 'Ihe Little Foxes,* decayed gentry. 
Oscar, the second son of* loarcus, is going to marry a little chippy that he 
calls one of the lower olass, a little dance hall girl. The father answers! 
'Some people are democrats by choice and some by nocessity. * Ben, one of 
the brothers, tells his sister, in speaking of his father - 'Go up to him 
Regina, put your arms around him. Lie to him like you always do;* and in 
talking about his daughter's lover, tkreus epitomizes him as follows* 'A 
dead man, a foolish man from an idiot world, a man who wants nothing but 
war, any war, Just a war* a man who believoa in nothing and never will. 1 " 


This line, according to portrayed antiwar propaganda, 

considered it significant that "a^^n^cnildrea hate each other; the line occu: 
•John wants to go to Brazil right now. The radical people down there are trying 
to abolish slavery and ruin the country. “Hie planters have been looking for 
Confeder ate officers, so Jolm will be able to fight again for his ideals.* * 
stated that this gave him the opinion that this character wanted war 
oS^here at any time. 


The speech on page 102 saying "Your people deserved to lose their 
war and their wor ld. It wa s a backward world, getting in the way of history" 
was, according t^^H^^HBCoimunist propaganda. Other Communist propaganda 
lines, according c^^^^^^^Mwas a speech on page 111 when a character named 
Lorette saidi "How ^f^o^Tich, bringing in salt and making poor, dying 
■people give up everything for it; right in the middle of the war, men dying for 
you and making their kinfolk give you all their goods and money." 



:onsiderod the following line Communistic propaganda when 
Marcus, speaking of his son, soldi "He steals a little. Nothing much, not 
enough to be respectable." 

^m^^further said, "The only characters there that are decent or* 
the negroes and the insane mother." One incidont was portrayed wherein none of 
tho members of the family renumbered the mother's birthday but the three negroes 
appeared in the scene in the midst of a family quarrel, carrying a cake which they 
had baked, showing that they were the only persons in the house who remembored the 
mother's birthday. 


^HHH^onsidered significant the following incident in the script when 
the elder so^eturaed hornet He tells the negro to carry his suitcase upstairs, 
whereupon Marcus says i "Take your valise to your room. It la not seemly for a 
man to load his goods on other men, black or white.” 
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Communistic propaganda In the following line of the father: 
"Though Ignorance becomes a Southern gentleman, cowardice doea not, * And in 
•peaking of his sons, I'arcus «aya» "IV eldeat, a penny-grubbing trickster; my 
second, a proud illiterate." The scene wherein Colonel Iaham, who represente 
the best people in the town, accepts bribe from Marcus because the Ku Klux Klan 
rode down and injured a miter, la orooarronda because it portraya the entire 
oomnunity as rotten and penurious. summarized this picture by saying: 

"It ia aa straight a piece of propaganda as you could have for poisoning the 
mind against successful people." 


^^^^^«V7ith reference to the reviews and comments of 

should be pointed out that they have vehemenxi^requestedthatthe 
^ftpeai^teep confidential their identities as well as other individuals who 
review scripts for the Bureau. It is significant to point out that the scripts 
were obtained by the Los Angeles Office from reliable contacts at Unlversal- 
Internatiimal and Paramount Studios who would be greatly embarrassed if it 
became known that the scripts were read by anyone connected with another studio. 
These scripts aro considered as sacred property to the individual studio, and 
it is very difficult to get them ior review. 
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Lawson, Units, Trumbo , Bessie, Dmytryfc, Wesley, Rossoa and Cole are 
Conrminists and their Communist affiliations are set out in Section 1 of this 
m»»nr>r ft nALim. G. Robinson has been Identi fied as a Communist by Informant 

Charles Chaplin, accordingtcdHMHfc may or may not be a 
moer or me communist Party. However, •H|Mn5^^Tated thpt Chaplin has 
always gone along with the Communist ^art^^n^ias helped them financially. He 
stated that Chaplin has financed the Vest Coast^Qramunist newspaper "Peoples 
World,* John Garfield, according to InformantflHH has been affiliated with the 
Actors Laboratory, the Toung Communist League, IroTlywood Anti-Nail League, 
Hollywood Deosjcratic Comittee and the Sjllywood Independent Cltltens Committee 
for the Arts, Scisnces and Professions. All of the above organisations, with 
the exception of the toung Connrunist league, the former youth group of the 
Communist Party, USA, are discussed in Sec tion III of this memorandum. Garfield 
has also been identified as a Comnunist byflHI^B 


Mikhail Kalato xov, Soviet motion picture representative came to 
Hollywood in Au/^ust of 1943, i*ere he endeavored to purchase American films. 
Among the films he sou^it to purchase were "Little Poxes* and the " Earl of 
Chicago.* Ihe first of these filma depicts a degenerate Southern family, the 
latter is a story of a Chicago gangster in England. It may well be a part of 
Xalatoxov* s plan or prooaganda technique to obtain such pictures in order to 
exhibit American life at its worst to the Sovi t people, tnich in the manner that 
Adolf Hitlar, thro ugh his propaganda ministry, tried to convince the German 
people for several years before the war that the United States was nothing more 
than a nation of Chicago gangsters* 



Following Kalatozov's return to ths Soviet Union, his duties were 
turned over to the Tics Consul in Los Angeles. Since that time there have been 
United contacts between Soviet diplomatic representatives and motion picture 
personalities. 


In May of 1946, Gregory L. Irsfcy, formerly of the Amtorg Trading 
Corporation; Leonid Kozmatov, film camera man; and Boris Tolstogswsov, a film 
technician*.' came to the United States from the Soviet Union as a commission to 
study scientific technique on behalf of the Soviet Union, to arrange for 
cinematographic equipment and to negotiate for technical assistance in the 
motion picture field . Informant 1 

picture manufacturing company r 

^^^^^ontacb^^^MM® indicated that he was endeavoring to disseminate 
Russian propagana^^^^^ilms on various phases of Soviet life, such as the Soviet 
military strength, under the guise of educational features, to American schools 
and colleges. This project, of course, did not materialize. 



Konstantin Simonov held a party aboard a Russian ship anchored in the harbor 
at Loe Angeles. Among those who attended this party were Mr. and lire. John 
Garfield, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Chaplin and Lewis Milestone. The Los Angeles 
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Herald for Kay 28 , 1946, reflected that the Jack Tenney (California State 
Legislature Un-American Activities Committee) group was going to conduct 
an investigation of this party. It was reflected that Use committee wae 
interested in the elaborate banquet which was provided for the guests--- 
■While millions are starving in Europe— — providing an ironic touch to the 
celebration honoring the proletariat. ■ 

With regard to Simonov's visit to this country, the June. 1946 
issue of the ■ Screen Writer. ■ which ie the official publication of the 
Screen Writers Guild, carried a transcript of an informal discussion held 
under the auspices of the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation between Simonov and 
members of the Screen Writers Guild. The informal discussion was presided 
over by Dalton Trumbo. a Communist, whose Communist affiliations are set out 
in Section I and who is employed ae a screen writer in the motion picture 
industry. 


Thie article contained a question propounded to Simonov concerning 
the rights of a writer of his material. Simonov replied that Soviet' writer# 
do not sell their work outright to the film industry but rather only sell the 
right for screening, indicating that the right for publishing the material 
remains in the hands of the author. It should be pointed out that the Screen 
Writers Guild is the organisation supporting the American Authors Authority, 
which program* conceived under Communist guidance, calls for the copyrighting 
and subsequent leasing of screen plays rather than the selling of screen 
plays to producers. 




Artklno Pictures Incorporated 

Artkino Pictures* Incorporated, was chartered in Hew York on July 
22* 1940. It was registered* listing as its foreign principal, Soyusihtorgkino* 
Moscow* USSR. 

The organization dales that It Is engaged in thn importation of 
aotioa picture filan from Soviet Russia and the distribution of these films 
In the Western Hemisphere. Although there la no apparent direct connection 
between Artki.no Picturee* Incorporated, and the Comsunlst Party* USA'* several 
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of the people associated with the organization have been identified 
either at members of the Communist Party, Communist Political Association 
or closely associated with the Communist movement through front o realiza- 
tions. 


Bose Madell, who was listed as Tice President in January of 1947 of 
Artkino Pictures, Incorporated, le married to Sam Madell, alias Sam Muldof sky 
Sam Madell has ha an feporta^ reliable sources* including 

and reliable informant) 



as Doing actively 
Party in New York. 


with the Waterfront Section of the Common 



Ginger Conor, switchboard operator at Artkino, is believed to be 
identical with Gertrude C anor, who was born in New York City on February 2, 
1925. Reliable informant n former member of the Communist 

Party and'former confident Ta^TnTonnan^T^the New York Office, reported 
that Ginger Robeson, believed to be identical with Ginger Canor, was ‘-among 
those present at the Innwood Victory Club of the Communist Political 
Association on February 6, 1945, at New York City. He also reported that she 
was among those present at two other meetings of this same Club, one held 
on December 26, 1944, and the other on January 23, 1945. Nancy Markoff, 
listed &e a t elephone opera tor at Artkino, hem been referred to by - 

infornant a member of the OGPU, presently known as the 

MGB. At this allegation has not been proven or disproven. 

However, investigation is being made to determine the exact status of this 
Individual. 
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VI. INVEST IC AT I ON CF C0;?'UNI5T ACTIVITIES IN TIE V^ION PICTURE INDUSTRY HI 
THE CCT«IT1E5 ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES OF TIE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The House Committee on Un-American Activities publicly announced 
on June 20, 1945, that it had voted to investigate subversive activities in 
Hollywood to determine whether film stars and producers were involved in a 
plot to overthrow the Government, 

It would appear that this decision on the part of the Committee was 
reached as a result of articles appearing in Los Angeles newspapers following 
a meeting in the City of Los Angeles on June 8, 1945, sponsored by the "New 
basses," a Conmunist publication, and held in honor of William Gropper, 
cartoonist for the publication. Principal speakers included Richard Bransten, 
also known as Bruce Minton, former contributing editor of the "New lasses," 
and his wife, Ruth KcKenney, also a former contributing editor of the "New 
L'asses," as well as Joseph Poster, film editor of "New passes." 'Tith regard 
to Richard Bransten and Ruth McKenney, it will be recalled that on September 19, 
1946, these individuals were expelled from the Communist Party for an un- 
authorized release of a report on the National Flenua of the Communist Party 
held in July of 1946. 

The Los Angeles papers reflected that the speakers indicated that 
Communist propaganda and activities in the future would be centered around 
Hollywood, that Communists were seeking to strengthen their ties with the 
T/hite House, that pressure must be exerted to continue lend-leaso to Russia 
and that "the thousands of pretty young girls in our Communist Youth Movement 
.must volunteer as hostesses in USO's, canteens, churches, social groups— 
wherever the soldiers, sailors, and marines seek recreation and are prone 
to listen to persuasive voices." The latter quoted statement concerning 
young girls in the Communist movement appeared in the Los Angeles Examiner. 
However, the Agents of the Loa Angeles Office who were in attendance at this 
meeting stated that this quotation was an inaccuracy on the part of the paper. 
The Agents attending the meeting also pointed out that the Examiner made the 
statement that the program presented had been "carefully blueprinted in New 
York City by Earl Browder and other American Soviets." No such statement 
in fact had been made at the meeting, 

Tfie Congressional investigation was held as a result, and following 
the investigation the Committee prepared three confidential reports. The 
first report contained many blanket statements and conclusions which did not 
appear to be supported by evidence. 
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The first section of this report was devoted to the naming of 
some of the prominent Communists in Hollywood, The second section dealt with 
the Actors Laboratory, a Communist-influenced group, the Hollywood Independent 
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions (formerly known as 
the Hollywood Democratic Committee), the Emergency Committee on KFI, the 
Anti-Defamation League, the Peoples Educational Center and the Hollywood 
TTriters Mobilization, all of which were referred to as Communist -inspired 
groups, with brief statements concerning the activities of known Communists 
connected with these groups. 

The next section set forth a list of names of individuals "believed 
to be" members of the Party in the Hollywood area. Section Four dealt with 
Communist activities in the various guilds in Hollywood and contained for the 
most part general statements concerning these guilds. 

"•Part Five entitled "Communists in Labor Unions," was devoted in 
the main to Herbert K. Sorrell, one of the principal figures in the motion 
picture industry strikes. Part Six entitled "Russian Government’s Interest 
in Motion Pictures," discussed primarily the visit of Mikhail Kalotozov to 
Hollywood. Kalotozov, who was in Hollywood during 1943 was a representative 
of the Soviet Film Industry, Soyuzintorgkino. The motion picture, "Mission 
to Moscow" was also discussed in this section, particularly with regard to 
the newspaper comments made concerning it, indicating that the picture was 
nonfactual and untruthful. The conclusion of the report discussed the afore- 
mentioned Communist meeting held in honor of the "New Hasses." A considerable 
portion was also devoted to the alleged trouble that Ivan Levedoff, actor and 
.writer, had in obtaining employment because he was opposed to Communists and 
Communism. 


The second report, which was called a supplemental report, was 
dated September 2S, 1945, and reviewed the publications: "International 
Theater,” said to be an official publication of the International Union of 
the Revolutionary Committee, published in Moscow, Russia; "The New Theater," 
an American publication, the organ of the ITorkers Committee, which was a 
section of the International Union of the Revolutionary Theater; "International 
Literature," said to be an organ of the International Union of Revolutionary 
Writers published in Moscow; and the "T.A.C, Magazine," an American publica- 
tion sponsored by the Theater Arts Committee. The international and Communist 
connections of these publications from available copies were reviewed and set 
out in this report. 

The third report, another supplemental report, issued early in 
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1946, limited its scope to the activities and affiliations of the Comainist 
activities engaged in by the writers employed by Metro-Ooldayn Mayer Studios. 

This same Congressional Conmittee on December 3 » 1946, held a 
preliminary hearing in Los Angeles concerning the Comnunist activity in the 
film industry and, according to reports received, only three witnesses were 
called and the hearings were superficial. The Conmittee announced, however, 
that it would return in January of 1947 to con&ict extensive hearings on all 
phases of this type of activity in Hollywood. 

The next statemovt concerning Conmunist activity in the motion 
picture industry was made by you in your testimony before this group on 
March 26, 1947. On this oocasion you pointed out that the Conmunists launched 
their attack in Hollywood during 1935, directing their activities at the 
infiltration of labor unions and so-called intellectual and creative fields. 

You stated that the Conmunist activity in Hollywood was effective and was 
furthered by Conmunist s and Communist sympathizers who used the prestige of 
prominent individuals in the film colony to further their cause. You also 
st; *ed that the Oomnunists endeavored to insert into motion pictures Conmunist 
propaganda and to eliminate anti -Conmunist statements. 

Following your testimony you will recall that Eric Johnston, of 
the motion picture industry, testified before this Comndttea. The Washington 
Post in reference to Johnston's appearance quoted him as stating, "As far 
there being Conmunist Influence in the movies, such an accusation is absurd. 

If Hollywood were a Conmunist network, I should not be attacked evexy morning 
in the 'Daily Worker' l — as I can assure you I am «" 

As you will further recall. Father Cronin telephonlcally advised 
lCr . Tanm that Johnston had requested him to draw up a program for the elimina- 
tion of Comsunists in the motion picture industry. You will also undoubtedly 
have noted that Mr. Johnston and his associates have retained former Secretary 
of State James F. tyraes. Ifymes, however, is only to act in an advisory 
capacity concerning the pmidlng Un-American Activities hearings on Comminlsm 
in the motion picture industry. These actions on the part of Johnston do not 
shorn a consistency with his stateoeite as quoted in the Washington Post and 
referred to above. 

Confld«tial InforaantflHJHflUmHf of the Los Angeles 
Office, advised that members of {n^m^werxcwActiAaties Committee arrived 
in Bollywood on May 8, 1947, amid a great fanfare of preea releases and head- 
lines, to oon&ict an inquiry concerning Communism in the motion picture indistry 
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and to ascertain specifically the activities of Hanns Dialer, the brother of 
Cerhardt Eisler, who is employed in the motion picture industry as a writer* 


Novelist Rupert Hughes testified before the Committee on Kay 15, 1947, 
at which time he stated that Comunists dominated Hollywood to a large degree 
and specifically mentioned Charles Chaplin and John Howard Lawson. Jack Earner, 
Vice President of Earner Brothers Studio, also is said to have testified and 
complimented the Committee on the work it was doing. 
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enlightening presentation before the Committee, stating that Kenjou testified 
that Communists in the film industry were so powerful that many of the "little 
people" were afraid to move against them. 


Mrs, Lela Rogers, mother of C-inger Rogers, who appeared before the 
Committee}-’ referred to "The Little Red School House" as being the People’s 
Educational Center in Hollywood and also testified concerning an alleged 
Communist statement that her daughter refused to say in the motion picture 
"Tender comrade*" 

Robert Taylor also testified, relating that he was forced by Lowell 
Hellett, former Administrative Assistant to the late President Roosevelt, 
into playing in a motion picture which favored Russian ideologies over American. 
The Los Angeles Examiner of Kay 15, 1947, from which this information was ob- 
tained, reflected that Kellett was also affiliated with the Office of Tar 
Informatidh as the Director of the Motion Picture Division. The article further 
•reflected that Mellett specifically came to Hollywood for the express purpose 
of overruling Taylor's objection to appearing in the 1943 release "Song of 
Russia." 


Other individuals prominent in the film world who appeared before 
the Connittee included screen actor Richard Arlen and Henry Ginsberg, Vice 
president in Charge of Production at paramount Studios. Viktor Kravchenko, 
estranged Soviet official, appeared before the Connittee and was quoted by 
the Los Angeles Examiner for May 17, 1947, as having stated that Hollywood 
was a serious intellectual front in the United States and it was necessary 
to clear llollywood of the Communists and Communist sympathizers* 

The Hew York Times of Kay 17, 1947, quoted Chairman J. Parnell 
Thomas of the Un-American Activities Committee as asserting after a week of 
hearing s on subversive activities in Hollywood tiiat "ninety per cent of the 
Comnuniet infiltration" was in the screen writing field, but that the Federal 
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Government had also abetted the work* Fie related that in the testimony 
of fourteen actors, writers, and producers, a very outstanding point that 
appeared many times was the influence of the M Government in aiding the 
Cooanunist conspiracy." 

The article also reflected that Ur. Thomas stated he reported 
testimony reflecting that even the White House exerted its influence on 
certain people in Hollywood to have certain pro-Russian motion pictures 
filmed during the regime of the late President Roosevelt* 

He also indicated that he was not only referring to the incident 
which came out as a result of the testimony of Robert Taylor, but to other 
statements made by actors and producers who indicated how the Government 
persuaded them to put out Communist propaganda in their productions. 

On July 21, 1947, it was ascertained that the Un-American Activities 

Conunittee'had retained the services of former Special Agents H. Allen Smith 
and A« Bernard Leckie to investigate Communist infiltration of the motion 
picture industry in the Hollywood area. In connection with this assignment, 

Mr. Smith called at the Bureau and was Interviewed by Ur. J. P. Mohr, at 
which time he advised that he had been retained by the Committee at the rate 
of £25 per day and that his legal associate, former Special Agent A. fe. Leckie, 
would receive £22.50 per day. Smith related that lie had been informed that 
the objective of his investigation was to line up friendly witnesses and 
those unfriendly witnesses which the Committee will desire to call. He said 

it was his purpose to line up approximately 25 or 30 good witnesses who can 

through proper questioning expose the entire Communist infiltration of the 
'motion picture industry. According to Smith, he gathered the definite 
impression that he could anticipate considerable pressure to buy him off 
and to buy off his investigators. He anticipated this pressure would come 
from Eric Johnston and through sources employed by him. Ife related that 
he was Informed that two of Johnston’s representatives visited the Committee 
in an effort to find out what the Committee intended to do and how far they 
intended to go in their investigation of Communism in Hollywood. Smith 
related that he understood that Congressman Thomas told these representatives 
he wanted to have nothing to do with them and kicked them out of the office. 
Smith indicated that he would keep the Los Angeles Office of the Bureau fully 
informed of his activities and that he is desirous of letting the Bureau know 
of anything pertinent to our investigations which may come to his attention. 

On July 23, 1947, SAC Hood had a lengthy interview with L. B. Mayer 
of MGK Studios concerning the hearings conducted last spring by the Un-Anerican 
Activities Committee. According to Mayer, the Committee did Itself a great 
deal of harm by publishing the testimony of Robert Taylor, inasmuch as It was 
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understood by Taylor and other witnesses that their testimony was to be 
•off the record," Ifayer stated that Robert Taylor was mistaken about the 
actual facts to which he referred, and Mayer attributed this to Taylor's 
antagonism toward Coimunism and related that If necessary he, Mayer, would 
have to state that Taylor was mistaken, Mayer related that at one tine 
during the war he received a telephone call from Elmer Davis, the head of 
the Office of ’.Var Information, requesting that the film "Mrs. Miniver" be 
released nationwide as soon as possible In an effort to combat the strong 
anti-British feeling which was developing in this country. Instead, therefore, 
of playing large houses in the big cities, which is done with big pictures, 
it appeared almost simultaneously throughout the country. As a result, the 
studio's cross was approximately £5, 000, 000 less than it would have been had 
it been distributed in a normal way. He related that sometime later, Government 
officials were most anxious that some kind of a picture be made to put the 
Russians in a better light with the American people. Consequently, the film, 
"Song of -Russia," starring Robert Taylor; was made by ilC-lI. Mayer, according 
to J-r. /food, could not or would not state exactly who had requested that this 
film be made. Mayer stated that there were many governmental agencies main- 
taining liaison with the studio and that he could not recall which one of 
them handled this particular picture. He stated that he recalled that there 
was some Communist propaganda in the script as it first appeared and he 
ordered that all references to collective bargaining and the like be stricken. 
Vr, -layer related that he is certain that the film contains no Communist 
propaganda. Mayer told Lowell Cellett and the Secretary of the Navy, trank 
F'nox, that he did not care whether they made the picture or not, but if the 
Government wanted it made and wanted Taylor in it, then it would be necessary 
. that Ills induction into the Navy Air Service be postponed until the picture 
could be completed. It was felt that if his Naval induction was held up, he 
might be inducted into the Army by his Draft Board and, therefore, it was 
necessary to make a deal with the Draft Board to defer his induction, re- 
sulting in Taylor being permitted to remain and the film being produced, 
v.'ayer stated positively that this was the real truth of the story, and that 
Taylor was not ordered by anyone to make the film and he feels that when 
hearings are held in Washington in September, Mellett’s testimony and his, 
Mayer's, if he is called upon, will make .the Committee look ridiculous for 
having jumped at the publicity on Taylor’s erroneous statement. 

It is of interest to point out that Mayer was frank to admit to 
Mr, Hood that he knew tliere were some Communists in Ills studio and related 
that he was willing to discharge all these Communists, but that if he did 
so his Communist writers would be grabbed up by other studios immediately 
and paid more money than he is paying them at the present time. This, 
apparently, was his excuse for having these people on hie pa y roll. 
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The Washington Evening Star on July 30, 1947, carried an Associated 
Press release reflecting the statement made by Representative Nixon, Republican 
of California, in which he said that the Un-American Activities Committee intends 
to name names and to produce witnesses who will testify that they liare seen 
persons prominent in Hollywood at Comnunlat meetings and who will report what 
they said, Nixon related that most of the big stars who may figure in the inquiry 
will be listed as "tinged with pink, rather than as bright red Comsunists." 
According to Nixon, whether any aotual Conmrunists or fellow travelers will 
testify at the hearings, even under subpoena, will develop later. He said that 
they may follow the Party line of refusing to testify on the grounds that they 
would incriminate themselves. 


The Washington Times-Herald on August 27, 1947, carried a United Press 
release indicating that former Undersecretary of State Sumner Welles; George 
Uessersmith, former Assistant Secretary of State and Ambassador to Mexico and 
Argentina}"’ Joseph Saboretti, Assistant Immigration Commissioner; Clarence R. 

Porter, Chief Inspector of the Immigration Service in Calexico, California; and 
Ur, P. C, Hutton, Second Secretary and Consul of the United States Qnbassy at 
Guatemala City, were to be subpoenaed before the Un-American Activities Committee, 
Specifically, the Committee, according to the article, wants Tfelles "and presumably 
the other four," to explain how and why Hollywood writer Hanns Eisler, brother of 
Gerhardt Eisler, got official permission to enter and remain in the United States, 

Investigator for the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
confidentTall^furaished Special Agent in Charge R. B, Hood of the Los Angeles 
Office with a list of possible unfriendly witnesses whom the Committee intends to 
•subpoena in comieotion with the pending hearings of the Committee in Washington, 

D. C«, to be held in the latter part of this months 


Berman, Lionel 
Bessie, Alvah 
Cole, Lester 
Collins, Richard J, 
Cromwell, John 
Qnytrylc, Edward 
Garfield, John 
Kahn, Gordon 
Kibre, Jeff 
' Koch, Howard 
Lardner, Ring, Jr, 
Lawson, John Howard 
Halts, Albert 
Me Kenney, Ruth 


Milestone, Lewis or Louis 
Lor ley, Karen 
Odets, Clifford 
Ornitz, Samuel 
Parks, Larry 
Pomerance, 'William 
Revere, Ann 
Robinson, Edward G. 

Salt, IRtl do 
Stapp, John 
Stewart, Donald Ogden 
Trumbo, Dalton 
Tuttle, frank 
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to be use 



so advised Ur* Hood that the following individuals are intended 
iendly witnesses! 


Brewer, Roy G. 
Chase, Bor don 
Cooper, Gory 
Disney, Walt 
Gibbons, Cedrio 
Hughes, Rupert 
McCarey, Thomas Loo 
lie Guinness, James 
Ifenjou, Adolphe 


Ibffltt, John Charles 
Montgomery, Robert 
Murphy, George 
Sand, Ayn 
Reagan, Ronald 
Rogers, Lola E, 

Rye kind, Morris 
Taylor, Robert 
Wood, Sam 


the 



In connection with this pending hearing has confidentially 
advised Mr. Hood of a recent telephonic conversatio^n^Sawiti^obert Stripling 
of the Hottse Committee on Un-Araeriean Activities, According toHHBhe was 
advised that a tremendous amount of pressure had been put on the comirtee by 
all souroes, including Congressional, to call off or otherwise influence the 
Committee 1 a actio n on this pending hearing into Communism in the motion picture 
industry, fl^^Hrelated that in his conversation with Stripling he proposed that 
jsitness^^e called approximately as he has indicated in the schedule prepared 
|for the hearing; however. Stripling was not in complete accord with 
[desire in this regard. 

Invest! gator^H^^ias informed Ur. Hood that he io concerned over the 
procedure and method o^operation* to be utilised by the Coimaittee in handling 
the pending hearing, ^^SBuls related that he has definitely promised the 
witnesses from Califor^B^Ka^they are going to testify along the lines which he 
has discussed with them, ^^HHJrelated that a great number of the witnesses are 
worried that the Committe^T^cui effort to create publicity will go off on some 
tangent. He related that he has tried to point out to Stripling that ho wants 
to give the impression that the inquiry is not one to attack the industry but 
irot^r to show tnat the motion picture industry is being attacked by the Communists, 
BfHBrelated that it is hio desire to show that tho House Committee on Un-American 
Activities is endeavoring to expose this Comnunist activity and thus strengthen 
the position of the industry, 

has indicated that he intended to proceed by air to 
Kew York orT September 15, 1947, and on the following day meet with IV, J, Parnell 
Thomas, Chairman of the Connittee, as well as other members of the Co mmittee 
in order to mako plans for the hearing. Prior to leaving California, 
furnished Special Agent in Charge Hood of the Los Angeles Offioe with e^Bp^ot 
a sohedule of witnesses which he hopes will bo used at the hearing. This schedule 
is set out in its entirety hereinafter* 


r 


187 


7 


has been arranged*" 



discussi on* between 

the following tentative schedule of witnesses 


1. Jack L« Warner 

Co-Owner, ’Warner Brother# 


Time allowed* day 


Comment * From reading Warner's previous testimony, it appears that 
it i# the boat that we have, and he con lay a flno pattern 
of Communism in the industry* He can show the trouble that 
he had and what he did, and express his 'wonder as to why the 
others have not followed his actions. He will call them what 
they are, and state he threw them out. 

Let him say that he is an American and even If he has to 
suffer financially, he does not intend to have them in his 
studio, and will continue to suffer financially until such 
time as he has all Americans. Then, it is interesting to 
note that last year the Warner Brothers' statement was the 
best in its history, and it might be that we can bring this 
in to our benefit. We have not interviewed 7.arner, and he 
will not be back until around October 1st, but we are advised 
that he will not go back on his testimony. 

2. Louis B. Mayor Time allowed* ~a' day 

Le t ro -Go Idwyn- Layer 


Comment * Layer can testify regarding 'Song of Russia,' 'Tennessee 

Johnson, ' and the fact that there is no law and until there 
is a law, ho does not feel there is anything particular he can 
do to Comwnists. We believe he will say that if there is a 
law, or if the other studioa would get together, he would 
dismiss them, but he docs not want to fire somebody and have 
another studio get the benefit of it. We think that having 
Layer follow Warner will have the psychological effect that 
Layer will try to be a better American than Warner. 


3. Leo Chera* Time allowed* 1 hour 

Comment* This individual is in Hew York and his name has been forwarded 
to Stripling. It ia stated that he la vary reliable and can 
lay a general pattern of the development of Co cm uni sm. 
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"4* Roy E* Brewer 


Tine allowed! 1 day 


Internet*! Representative* IATSE 


Comment i This individual can lay a general pattern of Cotmun i am 
in the labor industry* 

** Two unfriendly Communist witnesses should be called at this 
point* their names to be seleoted later* 


5* Robert Uongomery) 

6. George A*urphy ) All Actors 

7* Ronald Reagan ) 


Tine allowed! 1 day 


Comment t The first two of the above individuals are past presidents 
of the Screen Aotors Guild* Reagan is now President* They 
v can give the history of Comuniam in the Guild* and express 

their opinions otherwise* 

Two or three more Comsunists* to be selected later* should be 
called at this point* 


8. Robert Taylor 
Actor 


Time allowed! 2 hours 


9. Sou YTood 

Director-Producer 


Time allowed! 2 hours 


TTe should oall Lowell llillett here* 


A couple core Communists* to be seleoted later* should be oallod 
herei Possibly Richard J. Collins* if we have sufficient information* 
as he was a writer on 'Song of Russia*' regarding which incidents 
Taylor and YTood will discuss from the ULllett angle* 


10* Adolphe Ifenjou 
Actor 


Time allowed! ^ day 


Tfe vsill d* ssuss 


the ge 


l! situation. 


11* James K* licGuinness 
Vice President* UGil 


Time allowed! £ day 


Comment ! He will discuss the general situation* the beginning of the 

fight in the Soreea Y.riters Guild* the young writers* troubles* 
Authors Authority* and 'Tennessee Johnson** 
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*12. Iferrie Ryskind Tim* 1& hour* 

Ifriter 

Comment i Will discus* the situation in the Screen Writers Guild 

13. Borden Chase Tin* allowed* Is hours 

Comnenti Will discuss comparison between Soreen Writers Guild 
" magasine and the Comm mist Party line* 

e* Call a couple more Communists, who should be writers* at this point* 

14. John Charles Moffett Time allowed* 3/4 day 

Comnenti Will give an analysis of the pictures, following the writers* 
. He might qualify himself by stating that when Gilbert and 

Sullivan wrote criticisms, they did it as Englishmen, and 
the Communists criticize everybody on behalf of Comnuniate, 
and in analyzing the pictures he is beeping in mind Comnxnist 
Party policies and politics* 

15. Rupert Hughes Tine allowed.* 2 hrs. 

Author 

Comnent i Can give a general analysis from the writer’s standpoint* 

16* Lela E. Rogers Time allowed* 1 hour 

Comment* General observations* 

17, Cedric Gibbon# Time allowed* 1 hour 

Conanent* General observations* 

•* Call a oouple of Conmunist directors and actors at this point* 

18* Gary Cooper Time allowed* 1 hour 

Actor 

19* Walt Disney Time allowed* 1 hour 

Comment* In summary, he can state that he believes in Americanism, 
is against all other ’isms,* and against Comuniswj 
Communists will not be allowed in his studio if possible 
to keep them out, etc. 
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■20. Lao Me Carey Tima allowed* 1 hour 

Comment* Concluding witness, from his statements regarding Americanism, 
that he will not permit Communists in his pictures, etc, 

Would not moke a picture with Hepburn, etc. 


Ho to a 


If we call Lewis Milestone as an unfriendly witness, he probably 
Bhould be subpoenaod just before Cooper, and if we locate Louis D. Lighton 
and he con testify, we should probably substitute him in place of someone 
else, possibly Lela Rogors; or let him testify along vdth Cooper. 

One reason for oalling Cooper and KcCarey the last day is that they 
are both engaged in a picture, and if we can bring then back together we 
will save them thousands of dollars. 

From the above schedule, we have first the studio heads, followed 
by the labor and technical experts, followed by actors from the Screen 
Actors Guild standpoint; then the special incidents of Robert Taylor, 

•Song of Russia,' Wood, and Lowell Killett; followed by general witnesses; 
then the Screen Writers Guild, the picture analysis, and closing *.vith 
three witnesses who are very pro-American." 
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VII. ASSOCIATION OF BOTTOM PICTURE PRODUCERS . INCORPORATED 
5504 HOLLrrOD BOULEVARD. LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 

* 

James Howie of 5504 Hollywood Eoulevard, who is the counsel for 
the Association of Motion Picture producers. Incorporated, on July 24, 1947, 
advised that the captioned group was incorporated In the State of California 
in January of 1924. He stated that this organization is affiliated with the 
Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of America, formerly known as the 
Hayes Office, which was organized and incorporated in N’ew York in 1922. 

The Hollywood Studio Blue Book Directory, Spring Edition, 1947, 
lists the following officers and members of the Association of Notion Picture 
Producers, Incorporated* 

£ric Johnston 
(Temporarily vacant) 

James S. Howie 

Board of Directors 

John Beck, Jr* 
barren Doane 
Marvin Szzell 
Y. Frank Freeman 
Herbert Freston 

Members 

Columbia Pictures Corporation 
loew’s Incorporated 
RKO Radio Pictures, Inc. 

20th Century Fox Film Corporation 
Universal Pictures Company 

The Los Angeles Office has advised that the data contained in 
their files, together with a check of all other sources and informants on 
Comnunist activities, fails to reflect any Communist activities or associations 
on the part of the above-named individuals. 

In connection with the officers set out above, it should be 
pointed out that the Los Angeles Times newspaper for June 3, 1947, disclosed 


President 

Executive Vice President and 
Chairman of the Board 
Secretary and Treasurer 


B. B. Kahane 
Edgar J. Han nix 
N. Peter Rathvon 
Joseph Si. Schenck 
Allen Wilson 


Samuel Coldwyn Productions 
Paramount Pictures, Incorporated 
Republic Productions 
Hal Koach Studios 
Earner Brothers Pictures 
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that Eric Johnston had announced the election of Y. Frank Freeman, a Vice 
President of Paramount Pictures, Incorporated, to the Chairmanship of the 
Board of the Association of potion Picture Producers, Incorporated, and 
that James F. Byrnes, former Secretary of State, would serve as counsel 
for the Association. In this same article Johnston is quoted as saying, 

"TTe are determined that subversive propaganda, government pressure or 
political censorship will never undermine the freedom of the screen, which, 
like the freedom of the press and radio, is indispensable to a free America." 

According to L'r. Howie, the Association of i'otion Picture 
Producers, Incorporated, was originally organired to invest a moral code 
on the motion picture industry and that the Association had never had any 
legal or other provision to keop out or to investigate Communist propa e anc!a 
and activities in the preparation of motion pictures by member studios. 

Howie related that there is at present considerable controversy among the 
members 6t the Association as to the setting up of a cora.ittee to investigate 
Communist activity in the motion picture industry and to eliminate those 
individuals responsible for it, or to merely restrict its scope to the 
making of recocmendations to the industry. 

According to Ur. Howie, Eric Johnston, Fresicont of the Association, 
during the week of July 14, 1947, held a conference of the oificers of the 
Association, at which time he made the following statement? 

,r 7e must have legal proof that a person is a Communist or otherwise 
subversive before this office will recoau-iend that he be fired, be- 
• cause most persons in the industry are working under contract, 

which would result in legal suits for damages. T7e will cooperate 
with responsible agencies of the government to unearth subversive 
activities, but we are not in agreement with some of their methods." 

According to Hr. Howie, Johnston indicated that he did not like 
tlie publicity seeking committees who were injecting political angles into 
their investigations and, in particular, mentioned Dies, Iiankin and Thomas 
as being in tliis category. 

Eric Johnston's present personal assistant is idward T. Cheyfiti, 
who, according to Ur. Howie, spends a considerable part of his time in 
Washington and Hew York City making frequent trips to the Hollywood area 
on major assignments given him by Eric Johnston. lie related that some 
weeks ago Cheyfitz came to the Test Coast to collaborate in the making of 
^ particular labor propaganda pictures for the Lotion Picture Association 
at Uetro-Goldwyn-Kayer Studios*, Cheyfiti * a one-time affiliation with the 
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Communist Party is admitted by him* 

On October 13, IS >42, at his own request, Cheyfitz was interviewed 
by Speical Agents in Toledo, Ohio, at which time he volunteered certain in- 
formation concerning ids past activities in the Party. He acquitted having 
been a Co.amunist member at large in the State of Ohio and active as an or- 
ganizer in the CIO Die Casters Union throughout the United States v.ith other 
Conmunist leaders who had been appointed by him at the recommendation of 
John Yfilllamson of the Caumunist Party National Committee. Cheyfitz claiias 
he was expelled from the Communist Party shortly after the Soviet-Nazi non- 
aggression pact due to an article he wrote in opposition to the pact. 


The Los Angeles Office has at the present time no record or other 
evidenceind^at^u^hatCheyfit^^^currajt^^^meinbe^o^the Co.amunist 
Party. the 

tional AlTianc^ofTheatrica^an^StageSlipToyee^UTnol^^yood, California, 
related that in his dealings v.ith Cheyfitz he has been led to believe that 
Cheyfitz is sincer.ly anti-Communist at the present ti.ie. 


As a possible indication of the current estimate of Cheyfitz by 
the local Co ..unist element in the Hollywood area, the Los Angeles Office 
has advised it is in possession of the original of a letter dated July 26, 

1946, on the letterhe ad of the Los Angeles CIO Coun cil . This__letter^ which 
was made available by who is at present 

at the University of cSSRr^^^at Los Angeles, on .lay — , 
by Philip M. (Slim) Connelly, Secretary of the CIO Council, and is addressed 
to Pauline Lauber of the Hollywood '.Vriters Mobilization, ooth of viicu rave 
been identified in tliis memorandum as Communists. The letter reads as follows: 

"You may reme.uber the jerk who signs the attached letter (Edward 
T. Cheyfitz). He was once National Secretary of one of our unions 
and was as phoney as hell. I’m sending this to you simply for 
information, however, if the boys feel that any time they can 
benefit by contact with Cheyfitz they should feel free to do so.” 
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who is an extTOTSS'Teliable confidential aource of the 


s Angeles Office* advised that Paul Me Hitt had agreed to represent the 




Policy Committee of the 


Industry in the pending hearing! 


before the Ifo-American Activities Committee and that fora^ of State 
James F. Byrnes would act in the capacity of an advisor. elated 

that he believed it was not proper for a former Justice ortn^SupreBe Court 
and a former Secretary of State to become involved in the political mod of 


these hearings. 


It Is anticipated, according to this source, that McNdtt will 


be in constant attendance during the sessions of the pending hearings and will 
attempt to formilate questions and handle the people who are appearing from the 
notion picture industry in orde r to prevent a smear of the Hollywood motion 
picture industry. According to the Policy Connitbee of the motion 

picture industry is made up of tne loxiowing individuals! Nate Spdngold; 
Austin Keough; Robert Rubin and Joe Hazen of New York] Ifende^Silberberg; 
Maurice Benjamin; Al Wfi^it and this source of HoUywood.^MjB^^identifled 
these individuals ty stating that they are for the most peff^attorneya. 

The 1947-48 International Motion Picture Almanac contained the 
following Identification with regard to the above indivldiaLs: 

Spin go Id, Nate. First Vice Resident, Columbia Pictures Corporation. 

Xecugh, Austin. General Counsel, Vice President and Director 
Paramount Pictures. 


Rubin, Robert. Vice President, General Counsel, MGM. 

Hazen, Joseph H. With the law firm of Thomas and Frlechaan. In 
1944 resigned as Vice Presldmit and Director of Warner Brothers 
to join Hal Wallis Pro dictions as President. 

SLlbarberg, Mendel. Attorney, General Counsel for Columbia 
Pictures in Los Angeles 

Benjamin, Maurice. Attorney, West Coast Counsel for 1CM. 

This source, that lyrnos was thinking of 

. asking the FBI in Washington to give him the names of persona prominent In 
' the motion picture lndistzy who are Communists so that ttmy sen really be 
exposed at the forthcoming hearings. % 
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Office i morandum • united states government 


TO : 
FIOU x 
SUBJECT: 


Mr * Di 11* Tftrid 


H. B. Fletcher 




DATE: July 21, 1949 




CqOftljrrST INFIITRATTOH INTO the motion picture ikdustrt 


There Is attached hereto the Running Memorandum on the 
Ccmunist infiltration into the Motion Picture Industry up to data 
as of July 15, 1949. This memorandum contains in addition to the 
information previously reported a suanary of pertinent activities 
for the period of September 16, 1948, to July 15, 1949* 
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Each of the first nine sections hereinafter mentioned has been 
brought up to date and the new pages are being designated after each heading: 


I. History and Development of the Communist Party in Hollywood (Pages 81 - 82) 


II. Conn unis t Infiltration of Labor Groups 
III. Conmunist Infiltration of Intellectual Groups 
IV. Communist Influence in Motion Pictures 
V. Soviet Activities in Hollywood 


(Pages 79 - 82) 
(Pages 104 - IO. 
(Pages 64-<?7) 
(Page 13 ) 


VI. Investigation of Communist Activities in the Motion Picture 
Industry By the Committee on Un-American Activities 


VII. Association of Motion Picture Producers, Incorporated 
VIII. New York Ramifications of the Motion Picture Industry 
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SUMIIAHY Cfl COLlimrCST infiltration into the 
MOTION PICTURE IIDUSTHI 



I* HISTORT AND DSVELOPSSKT OF THE Cq^JUHIST PARTY IN HOLUflfOOD 

A* Concnunist International and National Declarations of 
Interests in Motion Picture Industry 


Willi Muensenbcrg, in an article entitled "Capture the Film l" with 
the subtitle "Hints on the Use of. Out of the Use of. Proletarian Film 
Propaganda" which appeared in the Daily Yforker on July 23, 1?25» stated as 
follows : 

"We must develop the tremendous cultural possibilities of the motion 
picture in the revolutionary sense.... One of the most pressing tasks 
confronting Coranuriist Parties on the field of agitation and propaganda, 
is the conquest of this supremely important propaganda weapon, until 
now the monopoly of the ruling class, we must wrest it from them and 
turn it against them." 

In stressing the importance of the motion picture, Huenzenberg calls 
attention to the fact that "the total attendance in the movie theatres of 
England, France and the United States is perhaps even today (1925) greater than 
the total of newspaper readers in those countries". Muenzenberg also states 
in* this article' "Hot the destruction of tools and technical equipment, but their 
conquest and their turning to the use of the labor movement, for the idea?— 
World of Communism". 

In a second article by Muenzenberg found in the Daily Worker of 
Saturday, August 15, 1925* entitled "The Picture and the Film in the Revolx*- 
t ionary Movement", he quotes internationally famous Communists concerning the 
importance of motion pictures to the world Coon uni st movement* He quotes 
Vladimir Hitch Lenin in a conversation with Comrade A. 7* Lunacharski, the 
. former Soviet Comi saar for Public Education, as stating i 

"You must powerfully develop film production, taking especially the 
proletarian kino (motion picture theatres) to the city masses and in 
still a much greater extent to the village* You must a l w ay s consider 
that of all the arts, the motion picture is for us the most important," 
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lAienzenberg also quotes the Chairman of the Executive Committee of 
the Coonunlst International, Gregory E. Zinoviev, concerning the motion 
picture as follows i 

"The motion picture In the possession of the bourgeoisie is the 
strongest means fcr the betrayal and befuddling of the masses* 

In our hands it can and must become a mighty weapon of Cornnunist 
propaganda for the enlightening of the widest working masses." 

ifuenzenberg also emoted K. Ttorachilow, 7*10 at that time was the 
Coumander of the Red Army in the Moscow liilitary District, as stating! 

"The notion picture, as a cultural plane (the carpenter's tool), 
has won itself a place of honor in the U. 3 .S.R. It is no less 
popular in the Red Army than among the worker and peasant masses." 

He quotes Clara Zetkin who has been referred to as the oldest 
revolutionary woman and an intimate friend of Lenin as stating concerning the 
significance of the film in the Communist propaganda! 

"On no account can the Communist movement ignore the propaganda 
power of the motion picture." 

In addition to these ouotations cited by ifuenzenberg, he also 
wrote in his article as follows: 

"....In the. factories or after working hours we could show the workers 
by means of trick film the constant lowering of their living con- 
ditions, of the actual lowering of their rages in comparison to the 
rising prices, and thus demonstrate the actual working out of 
bourgeoisie control of politics and industry. 

"There are hundreds of motives and objectives that can be utilized 
in film propaganda. V;e are not oblivious to the colossal censor- 
ship difficulties, technical and organizational obstacles, that stand 
in the way of all these suggested plans. Much groundwork would 
already be won if we could put every Coirmunlst Party and organization 
into a position to show a monthly film chronicle of the most important 
happenings in Soviet Russia, and thus to bring the development of this 
strongest prop of the international proletarian and revolutionary 
movement into the dear vision of the masses." 

Kuenzenberg also relates, 

"But next to nothing has been done to put the film into the arsenal 
of agitation and propaganda weapons of the Communist Party. Quite 
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properly the enlarged Executive Committee of the Comintern in 
March, 1925» called attention to this shortcoming! and instructed 
all affiliated Parties to concern themselves much more than 
formerly in turning this weapon to this service. Leading Com- 
rades of the Internation al ha/e repeatedly and emphatically point- 
ed out the treraendwa significance of the film propaganda." 

Muenzenberg concludes this article with the following statement: 

"There must no longer be any country in which the Conmunist Party and 
its groups do not make extensive propagandist use of the motion pic- 
ture film." 

With regard to the aforegoing quotations, it should be pointed out 
that they '.’ere taken from the Daily Worker, which is the Communist daily paper 
for the eastern part of the United States published in New York City. The 
author of this article, TTilli Muenzenberg, was for many years a Party function- 
ary of the Communist Party of Germany in Charge of Publications and Propaganda. 

He was generally considered to be the "Czar of Propaganda and Publicat ions of 
theGemar^Cormunitische Partie Deutschland." Confidential Inf ormant, 

former member of the Communist Party and a reliable pa^Rn^^^ 
rorman^orTne io s Angeles Office, has stated that Muenzenberg who is now de- 
ceased, vas at one time a member of the Executive Committee of the Communist 
International. He related that Muenzenberg was not in the United States at 
the time this article was incorporated into the Daily Worker but that it was 
incorporated into the Daily Worker and the fact that it was reprinted would be 
considered by the Communists as a directive to be followed. He related that he 
has noted in the .international correspondence in the past years that Willi Muen- 
zenberg has attended Plenums of the Conmunist International in Mosiow, Russia. 

B. Communist Tactics, Strategy and Methods of Operation 

In order to more clearly point out the motivating forces which cause 
Cormunists to carry out the teachings of Marx, Lenin and Joseph Stalin and to 
indicate the aim and objective of the Communist movement, quotations from various 
Conmunist periodicals and other authoritative sources are being sot out in this 
section. In addition, reliable sources have indicated various methods of opera- 
tion and tactical procedures” used by the Communists, in seme instances with* re- 
gard to the motion picture industry, and these are also being set out in this 
section. 
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The Connunist ethics must be considered in order to visualize the 
true significance and content of the tactics and statements of Communists 
and their fellow travelers. Lenin summarized this morality when he said: 

* 

"Cur morality is entirely subordinate to the interests of the class 
struggle of the proletariat..., For the Communists, morality con- 
sists entirely of compact, united discipline and conscious mass 
struggle against the exploiters, Ke do not believe in eternal 
morality, and we expose all the fables about morality." 

It is clear from Lenin's statement that the individual Communist's 
ethical judgment is subservient to the '.-rill of the Coaanunist Party. 
According to Lenin, the Communist code of ethics must reflect that 
the truth should give way to the class advantage. In other words, 
the Communists • word only has as much value as their conception of 
the Interests of the class 'Struggle may dictate. 

The aim of the Communist Party in the United States is clearly 
indicated in "A Manual on Organization" of the Communist Party by J. Peters 
published in 1935* According to this manual, the Conmunist Party’3 aim is 
as follows i 

"The Communist Party of the USA leads the working class in the 
fight for the revolutionary overthrow of capitalism, for the 
establishment of a Socialist Soviet Republic in the United States,.. 

hilliara Z. Foster, present leader of the Communist Party in the 
United States, stated in the book entitled "Toward Soviet America": 

"The' leader of the revolution in all its stages is the Conmunist 
Party. ...The establishment of an American Soviet Government will 
mark the birth of real democracy in the United States. For the 
first tine the toilers will be free, with industry and the 
government in their own hands. Mow they are enslaved: the 
industries and the government are the property of the ruling 
class." 


To further show the allegiance of the American Communists, it 
should be noted that Killian Z., Foster, when testifying before the Fish 
Committee of the 71st Congress in 1930, stated: 

"The workers of this country (the United States) aid the workers 
of every country have only one flag. That is the red flag. That 
is the flag of the proletarian democracy." 

In addition, to show the true revolutionary movement of the Com- 
munists in the United States, an excerpt of a pledge given to 2,000 individuals 
who were being initiated into the Communist Party at New York City in 1935* 

Earl Broker, at that time head of the Cormunist Party, USA, stated in part: 
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"I pledge myself to rally the masses to defend the Soviet Union, 
the land of victorious socialism* I pledge myself to remain at 
all times a vigilant and firm defender of the Leninist line of the 
Party, the only line that insures the triumph of Soviet power in 
the United States** 

The deceptive principles employed by the Communist Party have been 
indicated by their use of trickery and subterfuge to employ a tactic or gain 
an objective. The following quotations of V. I. Lenin, regarded as the 
"great god" of the American Comrunists whose writings are - their Bible, are 
being set out as indicative of the above. 

"The strictest loyalty to the ideals of Communism must be combined 
with the ability to make all necessary practical compromises, to 
maneuver, to make agreements, zig-zags, retreats, etc., so as to 
accelerate the coming to power*.." 

"It is necessary to be able to withstand all tils, to agree to 
any and every sacrifice, and even-—if need be— to resort to all 
sorts of devices, maneuvers, and illegal methods, to evasion and 
subterfuge, in order to penetrate into the trade unions, to re- 
main in then, and to carry on Communist work in them at all costs." 

In order that one can readily recognize the Coirrunist propaganda 
disseminated in written or spoken words, the deceptiveness of the Aesopian 
language utilized by the Communists must be considered. Lenin, in referring 
to this brand of Communist double-talk, stated t 

"....That cursed Aesopian language... which.... compelled all revolutionaries 
to have, re course, whenever they took up their pens to write a 'legal* 
work." 

Lenin used it for the purpose of avoiding "censorship". Communists 
today are using It to misleid the public. 

Indicative of the method of procedure utilized by the Comunist 
Party is the following Quotation taken from the publication entitled "Program 
of the Comunist International" which reflects that the Comunist Party 
"extends its influence over the majority of members of its own class, in- 
cluding workingmen and the working youth. To achieve this, the Cosrmnist 
Party must secure proletariat influence in the broad mass proletarian organ- 
izations (Soviets, trade unions, factory corranittees, cooperative societies. 
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sport organizations, cultural organizations, etc.) It is particularly 
important for the purpose of winning over the majority of the proletariat 
to gain control of the trade unions, which are genuine mass working class 
organizations closely bound up with the every day struggles of the working 
class. To work in reactionary trade unions and skillfully to gain control 
of them, to win the confidence of the broad masses of the industrially 
organized workers, to change and •remove from their posts 1 the reformist 
leaders, represent important tasks in the preparatory period." The preced- 
ing quotation was found in this publication under the heading, "The Funda- 
mental Tasks of Coonunist Strategy and Tactics". 


Confidential Informant 1 

Office who is a former member of the Comuniet 



of the Lcs Angeles 
arty in the Los Angeles area 


and has been closely affiliated with the motion picture industry for a con- 
siderable period of time, has stated that there has been a noticeable change 
in the general tactical lines and methods of operation in the Conr.unist 
Party in the film industry. He stated that this is apparently due to the wave of 
exposals of individual Cormunists and Communist Party line followers in govern- 
ment and other circles as a part of the broad campaign of the attack now being 
waged on Communism. He related that there has resulted a change in its 
method of operation and tactics to meet these conditions. He stated that 
some of the former outspoken leaders of the Communists as well as Communist 
sympathizers have drawn back to less important positions and have less to 
say openly in Communist affairs, while those who have not been so active or 
so well-knoTm have been forced tc the front to carry on the program, not as 
Communists but camouflaged as "liberals" and "progressives". 


Informant^P^g has related that these Cormunists are even boring 
within the anti-Conmunist movement with the objective in view of taking over 
.the movement .and directing it to less harmful channels, the result being that 
Cormunists are attacking themselves but not sufficiently vigorously enough 
to basically harm themselves cr their movement. He related that these are 
all a part cf the tactics which were laid down at the Lenlnict School oj 
"str^tep^and tactics". It should be pointed out that this informant,! 

being a former member cf the Ccmrunist Party, has considerable 
mowledgeof the Communist strategy and tactics. 


I stated it is "becoming more and more apparent that the Corcunlsts 

are using prominent sympathizers in the motion picture industry to further 
their policies. He stated that by using these persons of high standing and 
influence, the Communist Party hopes to cover up these individuals 1 real 
Comunist connections. He continued by stating that the following top pro- 
ducers over a period of years not only employed Comunists and Communist 
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sympathizers, some of whom were notoriously known, but have protected then* 
whenever their names or reputations have been exposed to public notices 


i 


David Selznick 
Warner Brothers 
Walter TJanger 


Samuel Goldwyn 
Charles Chaplin 


■Q^H^analyzed the situation in Hollywood by relating that producers 
in the rotionpicture industry could clean up the Communist movement if they 
saw fit. He stated that up until recently there was no recorded instance 
where the Hollywood motion picture industry or any of its top influential 
leaders had ever denounced Communism or Communists publicly. Basically, he 
said, they are "internationalists'*. Because of this, the activity of the 
Communists and their sympathizers who do not really work for the Cormunist 
cause increases day by day with added influence in all departments of the 
motion picture industry. 

As an additional part of the general program for Coremunis^oene- 
tration into the motion picture industry, Confidential Informant 

of the Los Angeles Office stated that the Cormunist Party con- 
the importation of known pro-Communist individuals into the Holly- 
wood area of great significance. 

Confidential Informant|^H^xlso related that a large percentage 
of this pro-Conmunist element was Drought into Hollywood during the period 
from 1935 to 19li2w Many of these individuals were European refugees who came 
to this country following the rise of Nazism in Europe and were employed in 
reliable positions in the field of writing and directing. The majority of 
these people,- although not openly admitted, members of the Cormunist Party, 
have shown a sympathy to the Cormunist cause or have moved in Cormunist 
circles in the motion picture industry. Among the exiled refugees prominent 
in pro-Soviet and Cormunist circles in Hollywood is Hanna Eisler, Haims Eisler 
is the brother of Gerhardt Eisler who was recently convicted on contempt of 
Congress. Hanns Eisler has been the subject of an un-American Activities 
Committee inquiry into the motion picture industry. Harms Eisler has an 
extensive record of Soviet and Copcranist affiliations both in the United States 
and Europe wnich had been brought to your attention in a separate memorandum 
dated July 11, 19b7* 

Confidential Inf ormant information in- 
dicating that the Communists have recenfj^Tos^^ound to some extent in the 
trade union field because of the failure of the strike of the Conference of 
Studio Unions, He indicated, however, that the Communists have more than made 
up for their failure by having many of their sympathizers placed in high 
executive Dositions such as directors and writers. He related that this latter 


7 




cf 







■i 




i 



\ 


> 





' - i 

r. 


- !*■ 
- -t 

;* 

- ?:s 





type of penetration Is more insidious because of the reputations and influence 
gained by those elevated in this manner. An outstanding example was the . 
appointment of Dare Schary to be Director of all production at RKO Studios. 
l£r. Schary has followed the Communist Party line for many years, has engaged 
in the activities o f^yj^snpported a number of Camnunist influenced organ- 
izations. Inf orman tBK elated that his Important position affords him 
ccwplete protection against any charge by an outsider that he has been in- 
volved in Cor|^^^ activity. This pattern appears to be followed closely, 
according to^HQHand extends throughout the industry, tending to make it 
somewhat sacred for any criticism of a definite or specific nature. 


i 


C. Early Connunist Party History and Organization in Hollywood 

Confidential Inf ormant of the Los Angeles 

Office related that the League ofwiIerica^^ffl^Ss^at a convention held in 
New York City in April of 1?35» decided to fora a Pacific Coast Branch of 
the League of American Writers and related that at that time V.aldo Frank 
was the National Secretary of the League of American Writers, f 


A complete record and report on the first American Writers Congress 
has been published by the International Publishers, edited by Henry Hart. 

This report contains all the addresses delivered at this Congress. It includes 
an article by John Howard Lawson entitled "Technique and the Drama”. 


Quoting from an introduction appearing in this book concerning the 
First American Writers Congress, it states t 

"We propose, therefore, that a Congress of American Revolutionary 
Writers-be held in New York City April 26, 27, 28, 193$J that to 
this Congress there be invited all writers who have achieved some 
standing in their respective field and who have clearly indicated 
their sympathy with the Revolutionary cause; who do not need to be 
convinced of the decay of capitalism, of the inevitability of 
revolution. . • .We believe such a congress should create the League 
of American Writers, affiliated with the International Union of 
Revolutionary 7friters._ In European countries the International Union 
of Revolutionary Writers is in the vanguard of literature and 
political action." 

Prominent Hollywood writers listed as being on the call to attend 
the first and second American Writers Congresses included such individuals 
as* Guy End ore, John Howard Lawson and Samuel Omit*. All three of these 
individuals are identified in this section of the memorandum as Comnunists. 
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With regard to the Congress of American Revolutionary Writers 
which created the League of American Writers, it should be pointed out 
that this is one of the organisations which was declared subversive by the 
Attorney General in that it came within the purview of Public Law 135 o f 
the 77th Congress which was superseded by Public Lew 6U* of the 77th Congress# 

The United Progressive News of September 21, 1936, reflects that 
sons 25 writers attended the first loeal (Los Angeles and Bollywood) meeting 
of the League of American Writers on Sunday night and that .included In this 
group was 7# J. Jerome (true name Isaao Remains) * The United Progressive News 
is a defunct weekly paper, formerly distributed in Los Angeles# A known 
Communist, ELlenore Boglgian, aka, Ellen ore Abowits was one of seven members of 
the paper's staff in 1936# By the way of identification, it should be pointed 
out that 7# J. Jerome is one of the leading theoreticians of the Communist 
Party now holding the position of Associate Editor of the monthly theoretical 
organ of the Communist Party, "Political Affairs"# 


The Dally Worker of September 23, 1933, contained an article by 
7, J, Jerome entitled "Marx, Lenin and Stalin on the Role of the Coon uni at 
Party*# Comments by Jerome in the conclusion of this article are as follows t 


"And on our own celebration day of the llith anniversary of our 
Party's founding, we oust, bear in mind that our Party has as its 
guide to action the teaching of Uarx, Lenin and Stalin embodied 
in the program of the Communist International# We must realize 
that our central task is to win over the majority of the working 
.olass*" 



Lected by 

loncerning the Communist Party's activities 
in bos Angeies ana Hollywood, stated that in 193b there were actually only 
35 or UO Communist members in Hollywood connected with the motion picture 
industry# He stated they were attached to the Los Angeles Section of the 
Communist Party# However, he related that in 1935, 7. J, Jerome, identified 
above, came to Hollywood from New York in an effort to organise Conmunist Party 
units in Hollywood emong the 'writers, producers and actors# 



set out heretofore in this 

>f the Los Angeles Office, 
1st activities In the Los 


In substantiating the info; 
section. Confidential Infoman 
who has amassed considerable da 
jeles area and who is at presen 


is Coanunist rariy 

Lcture industry gained impetus through such organizations as the 
League of American writers, the American Writers Congress and the League 
Against War and Fascism, all of which were Communist front groups# He also 
related that 7# J, Jerome, the Communist theoretician, came to Hollywood 
in 1935. 
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Former Confidential Informant 



Coranunist branches* 


f the Los Angeles 
anner head of the* 

related that V. J. 

the motion picture Industry, 


John L« Leech, who In 193b was the organizational Secretary of 
the Cocmunlst Party In Los Angeles County, testified before a Los Angeles 
County Grand Jury on August lk, 19U0, at which time he stated that V, J. 
Jerome (Victor Jerome, true name Isaac Romaine) was sent to Hollywood in the 
latter port of 1935 by the Coranunist Party Central Committee, New York, to 
improve cultural work, taking over these duties from Stanley Lawrence. 

Leech stated that V* J, Jerome helped organize study clubs and coordinated 
Party work between Hollywood and downtown Communist sections. Leech related 
that Jerome brought John Howard Lawson (Co jmunist screen writer) to Holly- 
wood. In Leech’s testimony, he also made the remark that Jerome had the 
aid of Jeff Kibre, labor leader whom he identified as a Communist. Leech 
stated that in the latter part of 1935 Jerome formulated plans to establish 
an underground Communist unit among the film elite. All dues and contri- 
butions as well as reports were to go directlytoNaticnal Comunist Party 
Headquarters in New York City. Informant the Los Angeles 

Office, previously identified in this sect^m^reTated that Jerome secured 
the aid of Nora and George Hellgren in Hollywood. Ncra and George Hellgren 
are identified in this section as Comunists. lie stated that Jerome utilized 
Nora Hellgren in connection with the Comunist plan to set up hranches in the 
motion picture industry in the Hol lywood area. This information was also 
substantiated by Informant |B^Bbho related that Hellgren did most of the 
"leg •work" including the running of errands and collecting of dues for Jerome. 
He also related that Jeff Kibre was at that time closely associated with 
V. J. Jerome.' 

Informant VH^HHHjj^^^^of the Los Angeles Office related 
that in the Spring o^J^^?nff^n^!as a member of the Conniunist Party, 
direct orders came do~n from the top structure of the Communist Party, U.S.A. 
to all units In the Los Angeles area instructing them to intensify and 
concentrate their activities in Hollywood and the motion picture industry. 

The directive emphasized the -fact that Communists must try to capture the 
labor unions and pointed out If this were done, the unions could be of tre- 
mendous service in influencing the type of picture produced. The directive 
also contained a specific call to the Coranunist s requesting then to concen- 
trate cn the so-called intellectual groups in Hollywood which are composed 
of directors, writers, artists, actors and actresses and the highly paid 
technicians. 
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r, has related that ana of the objectives 
of the Connuniat Party during the period of hie membership (193$ to 191*5) was 
to Infiltrate the motion picture industry. He related that from the tine of 
his assignment to the Daily Worker in 1935, there was a very definite emphasis 
placed on the discussions and activities of the Party leaders on the program 
of establishing and strengthening Coosnunist influence In Hollywood and 
penetrating the motion picture Industry ideologically. He stated that the 
national officers of the Comaunist Party looked upon this program as being 
very important and conside red It as an excellent means of molding and 
Influencing public opinion J^m^stated that the Communists' Interests 
in the motion picture industry were not entirely divorced from other interests 
on the West Coast. He stated, for example, that there was a sort of link 
be two on the activities of Harry Bridges and West Coas t shipping and the 
Conmunist infiltration program in Hollywood jM^M|^^Stated Bridges was well 
acquainted with the Hollywood producers and ^RWHny of the "Hollywood 
crowd" , He stated that they helped each other to their mutual advantage. He 
also recalls that the Communist infiltration of the motion picture Industry 
was definitely on the agenda when former Communist Party leaders and the 
current national leader, William Z. Foster, visited the West Coast and parti- 
cularly the Los Angeles area. 



In September, 1939, the Los Angeles County Corm uniat Party published 
a pamphlet portraying the 20 year history of the Conmunist Party in Los 
Angeles County, The pamphlet Is know under the title "Ttro Decades of Progress”, 
Its reference -to Hollywood and cultural groups reflects that members had in 
early years penetrated cultural groups and various theater groups. In 1939, 

<•' the geographical organization of the Comaunist Party in Hollywood was based 
' on street units and not industrial units, Meobers belonged to the units Is 
their respective neighborhood and not units pertaining to industry. The 
publication listed 2 studio units In 1939, namely the Culver City Studios 
Branch with Frank Oats as President, and the Hollywood Studios Branch with 
Mil ten Henry as President, both attached to the l$th Congressional District 
Section of the Communist Party, In 1939, the Los Angeles County Communist 
Party was organized by branches and sections under a geographical division 
s i m i l a r to the political assanbly and congressional district respectively, 

"2 Decades of Progress" In 1939 quotes Bail Freed, President of the East 
Branch of the Communist Party as stating! 

• "Our Party has either Initiated or assisted In struggles, for 
bettar housing, progressive election victories, and the union- 
ization of Hollywood," 
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The Heat Branch, according to thla history, vas then a unit of the 
15th Congressional District Conmnmiat Party Section, an area covering 
Hollywood Boulevard between Felrfax and Hoover Streets. 

Confidential I stated that sometime 
following the period during vhic^tn^acto^James Cagney vas the subject 
of much publicity as being nixed up In Coamnmlat activity (19^0), ▼. J. 

Jeroas neda a trip to the Vest Coest at which tins he spent approximately 
eix weeks in Hollywood for the purpose of straightening out the situation 
there. Jerome reorganized the Hollywood Branch of the C ommmlst Party 
separating top ranking stare and big name personalities . ^^^^speclflcally 
recalled Jerome's having told him of a change that had been made in the 
handling of money coming In from the Coamumlat Party of Hollywood whereby 
the "center" (Comcunlst Party National Headquarter* ) took over the collec- 
tion of funds from that area. Thla step vas taken because it vas felt 
that the Vast Coast vas receiving too large a share of money coming In 
from Bollywood. 

According to Included in the general plana of Infiltra- 

tion of the motion plctur^inauatry were various schemes to capture labor 
unions. Influence m anagement, make friends among the company executives 
and to penetrete the so-called Intellectual groupa. He stated by mobilizing 
the Communist Party back of a particular picture which vas to the liking of 
the Ccmunlets, management vas put on notice that It could expect tremendous 
support from the Cosmunlet Party In an effort to make the picture a success. 

referred to the motion picture actor, Lionel Stand or, as 
having been a moet active Comnunlet leader in the Hollywood professional 
set and to the fact that Slander vas very difficult to handle because he 
was too Leftist. In referring to Jerome's viait to Hollywood he stated 
that Jerome conferred with leaders among the profeeaionsl aet Including 
Stander, Edvard G. Robinson and Frederic March. 


uwi xne iuvi reau. lmpeuxa to me ini niraxioc or 
the motion picture Industry was the sending of John Howard Lave on to Holly- 
wood In I 9 HI or earlier. He stated that Lave on, who was already a fairly 
' successful playwright, was sent for the specific purpose of doing Party 
vcrk. He related that at the time Lawson left Hew York he vas a member of 
the Communist Party. He stated that he vas sure Lawson vas one of the 
keys to the whole situation and vas sent to Hollywood by CoKunlst Party 
off 1c led a in Hew York for the specific purpose of getting things organized 
there and promoting the Communist Party's Influence In the motion picture 
Industry .fl^m^recalled that following Lava on 'a arrival in Hollywood 
almost anyComuniat who could writs would ba sent by the national office 
to ba put under Lawson's wing. In thla connection, it should be pointed out 
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proof of Conran la t Prrty membership of Important Hollywood personages 
vaa not available or known to the Loe Angeles County Communist Party 
functlonar lee . 


oxrucxurai dovok 


snx or xne uosnumax rarcy in hou 


Following the rearrangement effected by V. J. Jerone and the 
appointment of Herbert Blberman and John Howard Laweoc to executive pool 
tlooe In the Communist Party, Hollywood Section, the Conmunls^Pw't^ 
again reorganized In about 19b2. Acc ording to Informant 
who haa heretofore been Identified aa 


who has 


conaider 


Party'* actlvltlea In Hollywood, this 


organization vaa effected through the establishment of the northwest Section 
of th^Conmunlat Party In Loe Angeles. It wasn't until this time, according 
tdJHH that the Loe Angeles County Cocmunlat Part^had Jurisdiction over 
important Connunists in Hollywood. According tofljH^thla new section was 
to encompass all Columnist Party members In Hollywoo^includlng the Communists 
in the motion picture and radio Industrie*. 


Through a moat highly reliable but very delicate source. It was 
ascertained that the northwest Section was under the leadership of the 
following Individuals known as the Section Executive Committee* 


John Howard Lawson 
Waldo Salt 

Margaret -Bennett Wills 
Louis Harris 


Elizabeth Leach, also known as 

Elizabeth Beneon and Elizabeth Glenn 
Mlecha Altman 
M. V. (Bill) Pooerance 


With the exception of Elizabeth Leach, all of the Individuals 
listed above are identified in this ssctlon as Communists . On February 26, 
19*0 » EMzabet^Leac^tol^fome^Conf identlal Informant of the Loe Angelea 

that she was Organizer f or the Northwest 
Sect Ion 7recM^ngaea lar^of 3l23 per month. According to 

this 

8Qj.aj-^^Tom I^v3on i _Coimun^^^^^er^vrlTe^^^T^^lnfonnatlon waa ve rified 
by Informant 


Through this same extremely confidential but most delicate source, 

.It was ascertained during 19^5 end that the Northwest Section was broken 
down Into Industrial branches Including a writers' branch, cosnunlty, radio, 
cartoonists, actors, readers, screen office employees guild branch and numerous 
other branches. However, In December, 19^, John Williamson, at that time 
Rational Secretary of the Coonunlst Political Association, visited Los 
and conferred with local Communist leaders . Through 


v >f*rj, -•* *v<c- j v.* . -. .*,-*,•«***.*. V . ••.-* ^l*r.s*.A** 'tfwa «. 
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It va a ascertained that one of the subjects dlaeuaaed vaa the reorganiza- 
tion of the Communlat Political Association along the comunltj lines In 
place of the previous Industrial branch a at up. During the discussion, 
Williamson vaa asked vhat should be done with people such as union leaders, ' 
professional people end motion picture Industry people since they could 
not afford to bacons active In connunity clubs and probably vould refuse 
to do ao, Williamson ruled that excaptions had to be made In cases of this 
type and that far their bookkeeping purposes, they should be attached to 
an Assembly District Coimnmlty club but permitted to meet separately and have 
their own club. 


^^^^^^J^JMuary^9^5^^rt^ascartalne4 

^mH^HHHHHHjj|H||mHH^Ellzabeth Leach that she vas In the 
proces^o^contacbl^^To^^TBctToneJiea of the party and through than the 
membership of the Northwest Faction, advising then that the section sotup 
vaa to be disbanded and nev cultural groups were to be formed. During 
this reorganization, acco rding to In formation rece ived from a migt reliab le 
but very delicate source, 


approximately JOG of the 600 members of the Northwest Section of the Communist 
Party were transferred to conmunlty groups and the remaining 300 were 
assigned to cultural clube. Through a moat reliable but very delicate 
source. It vas ascertained that at the time the nev cultural groups vere 
formed In January, I9U5, the old Fection Executive Committee vas replaced by 
the Motion Picture and fiadlo Commission. The names for this nev commission, 
according to this source, vere submitted to Carl Vinter, Chairman of the 
Comnunlat Political association In that area, for approval. Although the 
fqll name of each of these individuals vaa not eet out, an identification vaa 
effected by Agents of the Loe Angeles Office vho vere familiar with the 
Cosnunlat Party setup In the Hollywood area at that tlum- 

The following names are believed to have been selected and 
eubmitted for approval to Carl Winter: 


John Howard Lava on 
Bill Pomerance 
Pauline Lauber 
Madeleine Buthven 
George VI liner 
Georgia Backus 
Bernle Lusher 
Waldo Salt 


George pepper 
Norval Crutcher 
Mlscha Altman 
Rex Ingram 
Sam Moore 
Margaret Bennett 
Ed Smith 


- 13 - 


a? 





* 

i 

* 

■i 


t 

*> 



i 


J 





. .V 

- v 

; : X 

* 

* 

l 

t 

. :i 

5 

A' 

, *? 

s» 

• « 

;■?.* 
1 ,; 



All of the above Hated individuals with the except ion of 
RuthTen are Identified in this section of the memorandum aa Comnunit, 
With regard to Ru three, it should be pointed out aha vaa a former Or 
of the Communist Fart/ and cloae aaaoclate of Communist Pert/ functi 
in the Loa Angelaa area. 


^ ^ Bll zabstt 
In December, 19^5* T^^a^^aceSalne^TEa^^S^T^Tonge^uitended to 
her poeition aa the Organizer of the Holl/vood Section of the Cosann 
Party, whereupon tnfornatlan waa received through thla source that J 
Stepp waa made the Organizer. 


following the appointment of Stepp, Confidential Informant 

Angelea Office and 
Communist Party, reX 
lywooa section vaa again reorganized. It waa divided lb 
three aub -sections, namely: 



Conmmaity Sub -Sect ion 
Industrial Sub-Section 
Cultural Sub -Sect Ion 


were 


The Cossnunlty Sub -Sect Ion contained people living in the 
Hollywood area not employed in the motion picture or 
radio Industries. 

The Industrial Sub -Section Included individuals employed 
in the motion picture and radio Indus tries on a labor or 
craft basis, holding positions from that of Assistant 
Director down. * 

The Cultural Sub-Section was to include the cultural people employed 
in the motion picture and radio Industries, holding positions 
comparable to that of Director on up, such as writers, producers, 
and actors. 


Information as to this reorganization w as also rum isnea u 
Confid ential In formag^^^^e, Loa An gelea Office,' 
who is 

of the l min i ii 1 1 ii I 1 1 i I ] nl ml I mu I liimii 1 mil I 

broken down aa follows: 


follows : 


According to this source, each sub-section had an Organizer as 
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I 
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Community Sub-Section 
Ind.ua trial Sub-Section 
Cultural Sub -Sect Ion 


Sid. Share 
Paul perl In 
Valdo Salt 


Informants 

Organizer, vorka full 
the notion picture Industry. 



an' 

me ae a 



lated that John Stepp, the Section* 
y functionary and la not employed in 


Sid Share, Organizer of the Coanunlty Sub-Section la unemployed 
according to theae eowco^becauae of poor eyeelght. With regard to thle 
Sub -Section, related that plane vere under vay to dis- 

band it and consol ldat^ltvlth the Indue trial Sub-Section. 


i Paul Perl In, Organizer of the Industrial Sub-Section, vae 

employed for several years ae a grip at the Universal Pictures Corporation 
until he went out on strike. 


Valdo Salt, Organizer of the Cultural Sub-Section, is a Screen 
writer under contract to RKO Studios. 




Informant ^J^^^related in June, 19^6, that the controlling 
body for the Hollywood Section was known ae the Section Executive Committee 
and was made up of the Sub-Section officers, the Chairman of each of the 
20 clubs In the Sub-Sect Ion end 1 additional delegate from each club. 

According to Confidential Informant! 
the Lea Angelas O ffice who holds th^no^tlonof \ 

roranun let Party, shop unite 

Party have been eotabllshed at the Universal-International 
Studios, RKO Studios and Metro -Col dwyn -Mayer Studios. He stated that in 
addition, Paul Perl In, who le the Organizer of the Industrial Sub-Section 
of the Communist Party In Hollywood, had advised him that an industrial 
branch had been established at the paramount Studios which has developed 
Into one of the largest branches of the Industrial Sub-Section. 
also related that he bad learned from Dorothy Stein, who fonaerl^wa^tn^^ 
Membership Director of the Conlfeunity Sub-Section of the Hollywood Section 
of the Communist Party, that the Coumamlet Party also an Industrial 
branch at Columbia Studios. This same source related that In an effort 
to revitalize the Industrial Sub-Section and to provide further for the 
closer cooperation between the Conn unity and Industrial Sub-Sections, these 
"2 groups were consolidated In June, I 9 V 7 . 


According t 
section ere ae follows? 


new officers of the consolidated eub- 
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Paul Perl in 
Dorothy Forrest 
Dorothy Hive r s 
Helmer Bergman 
Jack Flyer 
Jack oniffen 
Nou~ Lii’ht 


Organizer 

Organizational Secretary 
Kerabersnip Director 
Educational Director 
literature Director 
Fress Director 
Financial Director 


■Baagssiafcii 


cjt r eliable and very 
John Howard 
JThg on tue w ork of 


According to these sou rces, is well 
delicate source 
Lawson, Elizabeth 

t.nfl VrtY*+_h*ie«T '5o/*Hnn anH d e ^ f ^ e ... nrar a + att *i r*ifj ri/>n Qa/*f i nn 

•» »"»* w, *.»\, w « '*4*'* j u «n» ▲ v ▲ *j iuivmi w j vuo •luaxjiiuvu w^v wa,wii ui 

the Los Angeles County Communist Party, maintained contact with the 
headouarters of the Los Angeles County Communist Party. 

Cn June 13, 1947, Henry '.Viriston, national Cr, anizaticnal B^cretary 
of the Ccnwunist Party, U3A, was in Lcs Angeles, California, and on that 
occasio n, accoEslim^ inf o rmation obtained fron 

Ta^Hollyw ood SecTTo^o^ta^rartJ^statir^^tns^noTTywoa^a^^S^rtant to the 
entire country «-nJ that one perscr. just be resoonsible for the Hollywood 
Section to the National Office. He indicated this person should be John 
Stapp, tile Hollywood Section Organizer. 

Inf or;:c irate s membership of the 

Hollywood Section a^^a^Jresen^^vli^a^approximateiy 900 persons. Cl this 
number, the Party records indicate approvisiately 600 arc eaoloyed in the 
-motion picture and. radio industries. Of the 600, it has been verified that 
approximately 300 are actually eaployed in the motion picture industry 
today. 

' * ~ - 

E. Comaunist Party 1'ewibershio in Hollywood 


The Comirunist Party in the Hollywood -’otion Picture area has developed 

M m Awrr #> m 4 «» k nr)*. mo «t4 4 a.. 1 m wl m a. <«« am n ^ k a m 4 a am# 4 f aw ^ A n -J m a 4 ■s am a 

041 Vi^CUUACU UWJf j klkUXOU 1/ diUVIl^ VilC U1U.UUO OUU VUXMUQ4 Wl (; 01U40kA\4ia» 

There are at the present time 522 individuals in Hollywood who are or have been 
identified as Commnists. These individuals are either connected with the 
Hollywood motion picture industry or the Hollywood radio industry. 

There is set out hereinafter a list of these individuals nho are 
or have been identified ** Commu nists in Hollywood. Los Anreles Paid In 




stated taa 


p^rt-y Cultural and Industrial Sub“-Seotions are c 0 !.nposed of individuals 
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employed either In the motion picture Indue try or the radio Industry. This 
llet will contain the nemos of the individuals Identified as concur) lets , 
their occupation and whether or not this occupation has been verified. The 
flret 6 columns will reflect the dates on which the individuals listed were , 
Identified by a noet reliable but very confidential source as Coeanunlats In 
that they were members of the Coeanunlst Party or the Corona let Political 
Association. A brief paragraph explaining each of theae column la being 
set out prior to the list In order to fully describe tha information eet 
out In the list of Individuals identified as Conounlsts. 

I. Member Comnunlst Political Association, August' 31, I9bb 

i An "X" will appear on the Hat under Roman Numeral I when the 

Individual waa Identified as a member of the Cosmunlst Political Association 
on August 31, 1?UU. This Information was obtained from a most reliable but 
▼ory delicate source who related that the individuals listed were members of 
the Northwest Section (Cultural Section) of the Communist political Associa- 
tion as of August 31, l?bU. This source provided, In addition to the 
individuals named, the 19^3 or 19^ Comiunlet Party, USA, membership book 
number or the Comnunlst Political Association, USA, membership book number 
issued to the Individual. 

II. Memberehlp Conaovinlat Political Association, January £, 19 1 *-? 

Under the column headed Roman Numeral II an "X" will appear when 
the individual was Identified as a member of the Northwest Section of the 
Communist Political Association In Hollywood, California, as of January 8, 

19^5- This Identification wee effected through the same most reliable Tmt 
very delicate source. 

III. Membership Comnunlst Political Association, January 16, lOb? 

in the coluan headed Reman Numeral III, an "X* will appear follow- 
ing the names of the individuals who were identified as members of the 
Comauniet Political Association in Hollywood, California, on January 16, 

. 19^5. This identification was also effected through the same moat reliable 
• but very delicate source. 

On this occasion this source provided the final lists of assign- 
ments to the various cultural groups In the Bollywood, area, in addition, 
this source provided the names of the functionaries end the club breakdown 
of the cultural people In the Conmwnlat Party In Hollywood. It also established 
membership In the Comnunlst Political Association end set forth a lengthy 
llet of new Communist Perty recruits. Thia source, in addition, provided the 
19^h Communist Political Association membership cards. 

: 
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17. MambereMp Cemmmlat Political Association, February 26, 19^3 

Under this column, captioned "17," an "X" vill appear following the 
names of Individuals who have 'been Identified aa member* of the Communist 
Political Association on February 26, In Hollywood, California. This * 

Identification was also effected through this same moat reliable but very 
delicate source. This source provided the 19^5 Ccnmunlet Political Associa- 
tion membership card nuaiber. In addition, the aourca also provided the 19*0 
registration cards which reflected the background on the Individuals including 
address, sex, occupation, district where employed, union affiliation, and 
whether the Individual subscribed to the "Daily People's World," Vo at Ccast 
Communist publication. 

7. Membership Communist Party, USA, November 19, 19**5 

4 

Aa you will recall, the Communist Political Association was dis- 
solved In the e usurer of 19^5 and subsequently the Communist party, USA, 
undertook the project of registering Its members under the reconstituted 
Conmuniet Party. Therefore, under the coluan captioned "7," and "X" will 
appear following the names of the individuals who were Identified as members 
of the Coimcunlst Perty In Loe Angeles or Bollywood, California, aa of 
November 19, I9U5. This Identification was again effected through this 
same moat reliable but very delicate source of Information. 

This source indicated that on this occasion, due to the reconstituted 
Communist Party's security consciousness, the registration cards were less 
susceptible to identification. In soma Instances the club had actually cut 
out the section containing the member's name. Other clube had indicated the 
person's name by a number and numbered them In sequence. Other clube had 
also Inserted Initials which appeared to be false. However, according to this 
source, there were llsta of namea giving the first name and last Initial 
accompanying each group of registration cards. As a result, It was possible 
to ascertain the probable Identities of a substantial number of indlvlduala 
registered at that time. 

71. Membership in the Comaunlet Party, USA, May 2g, 19^7 

An "X" will appear under the caption "71" following the name of 
an individual who has been Identified aa a member of the Conmnmlst Party In 
.Hollywood affiliated with the motion picture or radio lnduatrlee aa of 
May 25, 19h7. This Identification was effected by another moet reliable 
but very delicate source of information. 

711. Occupation 

3 ^ 

Under column "711," the occupation of moat of the Conaunleta Identified 
In Columns I through 71 la set out. It should bs pointed out that this occupation 
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has been ascertained by Agents of the Los Angeles Office by contacting respoj>- 
slble officials in the film industry, reliable sources in the various studio 
unions and guilds, confidential informants and Hollywood periodicals and - » 
publications* 


VIII. Occupation as verified by investigation ■ — July 21- Aurust 6* 1947 

Unless otherwise indicated in Colunm VIII, the occupation of the 
individual Conraunists has been verified by Agents of the Los Angeles Office 
through investigation between July 21 and August 6, 1947* In this connec- 
tion, it should be pointed out that employment in the motion picture crafts, guilds 
and unions is of a floating nature. Viorkers are transferred among studios at 
t the discretion of the unions in many instances. The average motion picture 
takes approximately 3 months to make and the unions attempt to keep their 
personnel active which requires a certain amount of transferring. 

It should also be pointed out that the Conference of Studio Unions, 
comprising a number of the crafts and unions, is currently on strike and none 
of the members of these unions are actually presently employed in the industry. 
However, their names have been set out in this list and their occupations 
indicated as well as their employment verified at their former place of employ- 
ment in view of the fact that they will resume work in the inJustry following 
the end of this strike. In specific instances, it .will be noted that a certain 
date is set cut instead cf an "X" under this column. In those instances, the 
information was obtained from a Credit 3ure.au or other source and reflects the 
last date that the records indicated the individual was e-.ployed in trie listed 
occupation in the lotion picture industry. It should also be pointed out that 
-if an individual, carries a union or guild card and is in rood standing with his 
union, he is considered as an active employee of the .motion picture industry. 

In some instances, union records have indicated that tnese individuals have 
been suspended or are delinquent, juite frequently a person in tnis classifi- 
cation will, by paying up his dues, become active in the entertainment field. 

The los Angeles Office is continuing its investigation to verify 
the employment of all individuals reported as Communists. However, aue to 
the fact that a great number of the names are common name3, difficulty has 
been encountered in cleteraininf exactly which ones are the Coraoinists. Also, 
must be considered that some of the names obtained through this most 
- reliable but very delicate source may have been Party names which will cause 
• the verification of employrent to be a much .aore difficult Job. 

In specific instances, it will be noted that certain individuals t 
whose names are set out on this list, have been identified as members of the 
Corumin^^ or Communists by reliable confidential informants such as 

In this instance no M X n will appear under columns I through 
^^Du^ratner^Tollowing the individual name, the name of the informant will 
appear and the year in which he identified the individual as a Comoinist will 
be set out. 
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VIII 
Verifi- 
cation of 
Ocpupa- 

I II III IV V VI VH tion, 7/Z 

8/31/44 1/8/45 1/16/45 2/26/45 11/19/45 5/25/47 Occupation 8/6/47 

Adams, Alice 






X 


Adams, Charlotte 






X 

Movie 

Painter 

Adams, John 

i 






X 

Motion Pic- 
ture Photo- 
grapher 

Adler, Lulla, aka 
Lulla ficsenfield 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Actress 

Albert, Doris 

X 


X 

X 

X 


Musician X 

Albert, Sam 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Musician X 

Alexander, I'll riel 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Actress 

Alland, Bill 






V 

4* 

Film Director 

Allen, Dede 

Altman, Vi sc ha 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Musician X 

A:r.es, ftobert 

- 





X 

Prop maker 

Anderson, Charles 






X 

Projectionist 

Atkins, Frances 






X 

Actress 

Atlas, Dorothy 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Writer X 

Atlas, teopold 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer X 

Aubrey, Villi 

V 

X 

X 

X 



Actor 

Auerbach, Leonard 






X 

Actor 

Dabb, Dorothy 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Writer 

3abb, Sonora 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 
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Backus, Georgia, aka 
Mrs. Herman 
Alexander 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Actress 

X 

Darzraan, Ben 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Ear z man, Norma 

4 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

l 

Bass, Phil 






X 

Musician 

AFL 

x • 

Baumfela, Frances 

X 


X 



X 

.inulyst 

X 

Beard, Cecil 

X 


X 



X 

Artist 

X 

Beck, George 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Nr iter 

X 

Bela, Nicholas 

X 

X 

X 

V 

ik 



Nr iter 

X 

Benedict, le3 (Len) 






X 

Secretary- 
Motion pictures 


Bengal, Ben 

X 

X 

X 

X 



Wr iter 

X 

Benoffj Mac 

X 


X 




Writer 

X 

Eercovici, Frances 


X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

3ercovici, leonardo 


X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Bergman, Helmar 






X 

Electrician 

X 

Berkeley, Martin 

X 

X 

- X 

X 



Writer 

X 

Berkraan, Morris 






X 

Painter 


Bernard!, rlarold 






X 

Actor 


Eernson, George 



X 

X 

X 


Actor 

X 

Berry, Gladys 

X 

X 

X 

X 





Berry, Jack 

X 

X 

X 

X 



• Director 

X 
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.8/31/44 1/8/45 1/16/4.5 2/26/15 II/I 9/45 5/25/47 Occupation Veriflcatlor 

Writer X 


Bessie, Alvah 

Bessie, Helen 

Beverly, Helen, aka 
Helen Cobb 

Be yea, Franklyn 

1 

Elbe naan, Edward 
Biber;aan, Herbert 

3illinfs, Harry 


X X X 

XXX 

XXX 

X X 

X X X 


X X 

X 

X X 

X 

X 

X X 


Actress 


Actress X 

machinist X 

Artist X 

V.'rilor, 

Director, 

Producer X 

Filia Tech- 
nician X 


Birnkrant, Arthur 
Birquist, Lillian 
Blaine, George 


XX X X 

X X X X 


X 


Blair, !!ary 
Blake, Barbara 
Blake, i'elissa 
Blake, William 


Blanciiaru, iloiert 
Blanco, leo 
Blankfort, Henry 
Blankfort, ’'icliael 
Blobena, Louise 


X 



X 


V.riter 

Writer X 

X Technicolor 

Studios X 

X Actress 

X 

X 

X Film tech- 
nician X 

Screen Cartoonist 

X Teciuiicolor X 

X Writer X 

Writer 

X 
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i n HI 17 V VI VII 

g/.3VH 1/g/A? 1/16/45 2/26/45 11/19/45 5/25/U7 Cccu nation 

VIII 

Vorif icatia 

M 

m 

Block, Kalnan 


X X X 

L’usician 

X 

•wwi 

^ 

Blowitz, Bill 
{ .ViUii.il F. ) 

X 

XXX 

'Writer- 

Publicist 

X 

a 

• 3ohnen, Roman 

Y 

XXX 

Actor 

X 

'j 

! 

BoUory, Janna 


# 

X 


•4 

\ 

1 

Bordac.es, Asa 

X 


Writer 

X 


Eorotz, Allen 

X 

x X X 

Writer- 

Producer 

X 

i 

i 

Boxer, Herman 

V 

x X X X 

Writer 

X 

i 

Brackenrush, Louis 



X 


i* 

Bran, Phoebe, aka 
Phoebe Carnovcky 

y 

X X X X 

Actress 

X 

t 

i 

Brandt, Janet 



A 


1 

Brandt, Louis 

•• 


X Ass't. 

Director 

7/1/46 

• < 

V 

- / 

■ ■ $ 

Braun , " Irwin 

X 

xxx X 

X Free lance 

Writer 

7/2/45 

'./ ?f 

' : \ 

' : ...'$ 

-. X 

r $ 

Bridges, Dorothy 

X 

X X X X 

Actress 


Bridfes, Lloyd 

X 

x X X x 

Actor 

X 

, F 

. t 

« 

Erodine, Russell 


- 

a .usician 

X 

r 

.,i 
*• It 

- : ; | 

". V * 

Bromberf , J oscph 

X 

x xxx 

Actor 

X 

Bronson, '.Valter 


• 

X 


•■ •"• ;t 

m 

: i 

-•♦-*. *■ 

*• *» 

Brcwda, Vaurice, 
aka Worris Lrcv.da 

Brown, Virginia 

7. 

xxx 

xxx 

Musician 

X 

' $ 

- ‘ J 

'v-i 

‘ * 'x 

’ « 

1 

v - 
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vi 
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yW 


i 

' • -i 

S# 

'v 

■a* 

-v* 

■£ 


i 
i 
- * 
.5 


i n m iv v 

e/31/44 1/3/45 1/16 A 5 2/26 A 5 11/19/15 


VI VII VIII 

5/2SA7 Occupation Verification 


Browner, Seloa 
Buchman, Harold 
Buchman, Sidney 


X X X X 

XXX 


X 

X 


Writer 

Produce] 

Writer 


■ i 

y 

Bunin, lew 

t 






X 

Producer 

12/16/43 

iii 

Burns, Je 3 sie 

X 


X 




Writer & 










Analyst 

X 

. 5 

BurroviS, Abraham 

X 

X 

X 

\ 

X 

X 

' »r- ter 

X 

< 

Burton, Frank 





X 


Writer 


t 

% 

y 

Burton, Val 


X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

>: 

r 

Butler, Huj'o 

X 

A 

X 

X 



Writer 

X 

* 

Butler, Jean 

X 

V 


X 



itdrsss 



Byrd, Willie li. 






x 



> 

x 

Cajoeron, Xussell 






X 



5 

. \ 

V 

Carnovsky, I’crris 

A 


X 

V 

it 

A 


Actor 

X 

- r 

5 

t 

~ > 

Caro, Jacebir.a 

X 


X 




Dance 

Instructor 


• i 

' I 

Carter, Oeorpe 




X 





; > 

. i 

5 

Carufo, bickov 

. 


. 



X 

Electrician 

X 

. r 

; 1 

Casetta, --aria 






r 



, ? 











Casson, April 






X 



• .i 

Castellano, Eduard 

Chamberlain, Howard 






A 

Bookkeeper 

X 

/ 5 
• ? 

*% 

aka Howland Chamberlain 





X 

Actor 

X 

V 

1 

■ 

% 










V .V 





1 

I 


< 



y 


Chandler, Jerry 

I II III IV V VI 

8/31/44 1/8/45 1A6/45 2/26/45 11A7/45 5/25/47 

X 

VII * VIII 

Occupation Verificatioi 

Chanln, Gerry, aka 
Gerry Schlein 

XXX 


- 


Chapman, Clarise 

X 

X 

X 

• 



• 

Cpnpman, Thomas 

xx x 


Writer 


Chassan, Miriam 


X 

Musician 

X 

Child, Nelli so 


X 


- 

C'nristlieb, Don 

XXX X 


Musician 

X 

Clark, Angela 


X 

Actress 


Clark, Maurice 

XXX X X 


Writer 


Clarke^David C. 


X 

Actor- 
Ctud ent 

X 

Clayton, Roger 


X 



Cobb, Lee J. 

' 's — 

X X 


Actor 

X 

Cohen, Ralph 


X 

Hectrlcian 

X 

Coke, Dalton T. 


X 



Cole, Beatrice 


X 



Cole, Boyd C. 

- 

X 



Cole, Lester 

XXX X X 


’"riter 

X 

Coles, Nat 

K 

X 




Collins, Linda, aka 

XXX X 


Actress 

X 


Mrs. Richard Collins 
Stage name - Dorothy 
Comingore 



V, 




• v 


? 




:*A 


* 

> 

.3 

! 


rft 

* 

\* 

-I 


* ‘ ‘1* 
- * 


\ ^ 


I II III 37 V VI 

g/31/44 1/8 A 5 1/16/45 2/26/45 11/19/45 5/25/47 


vn vm 

Occupation Verification 


Collins, Richard Jo y X 


Collis, Jarxs 
Colsen, Martha 
Comp in sky, Dorothy 
Ccupinsky, Manuel 
Coodley, Ted 


Corey, Ceon e 
Crutcher, I’orval IJ. 
Dsryet, Charles 
Daigle, Alfred 
L'anf crth, Meier. 


DaSilva, ska 
DeSilva, iicv:arJ 


Dassin/ .rules 
Davis, Florence 
Davis, "craa 


Davis, Phil 
LavAs, Did 
Dicker, Bunnie 
Dessan, Paul 
Deutsch, Helen 
DeVincer.t, Micohel J. 


X 

X 


(see 7 r ~c 


X 

X 


X 


z 

X 


z 

X 


X 

Y 


X X X 

of 5ura:.ary ■ e.iors 
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X 

X 


X 

x 

x 


hr iter 
Musician 


Musician 


Musician 


Vnke-t! o 
Artist 


Actor 


X 

X 


X 

X 


'.riter 

Union Official 
:\iblicist 


X 


Ac ter X 

Director X 


Ac tress 

UK 0 Studio X 


X 


Filn Cc.:,; oser X 
'Vritcr X 

..ctor X 


i 


A 


( 


I II III IV V VI 

0/31/44 1/8/45 1A6/45 2/26/45 11A9/45 5/25/47 


VII VTII 

Occupation Verification 


D1 Fiore, Lina 


Dinond 3 toin, !*arion 


Dinond stein, Vorton 


Difssdale, Howard 


Dix, Marian 


Diytryk, "rlwuni 


brdlik, Frank 


Duignan, rtuth 


vassan, Paul 


iastes, Larry 


Eastman, Mary Lou 


i/Vley, Leslie ( Me-’ro ) 


Fldrid';®, Florence, 'aka 
f.*rs« ^redori c 1 arch 


1C.T .! 


\lfhan , San 


\liscu, rid ward 


illiot, Faitn 


Zllis, Mary <*o 


O.Xis, Hayre 


Slwood, Matilda 


Sndore, fiuy 


ftifield, Cyril 


1 V 






1947 ) 


Musician 


Director 


foldwyn Studio X 


Corooser 


Machinist X 


Actress 


Director *t 
Vriter 


Actress 


\ctress 


Writer 


publicist 








\* i /£ 1 


1 


P/31 M 1/6; 


Enylander, Farj’aret 
Erwin, le’loy F. Jr. 
Evans, Charles 
Fadey, Donald 
E*ley, ituth 
Fararch, Elizabeth 
Farmer, Virrinia 
Farmer, ujck 
Feher, !!ilton 
neither, '.'alter 


r; 

2/26/1 


VII VIII 

Cccunatlcr, Verificatior 


Writer 


6/6/45 


‘ Writer 


Ac tress 


; oasician 


X Ccstu.'.er studio X 


Fielding, Fruce 


Finn, Pauline I.auber, 
”r s . Aubrey 
Finn, Pauline 
lauber 


?lred:nan, F ranees 


Secretary 


Fleishman, oteve 
Fletcher, Blair 
Foray, .June 
Frank, Anne -‘ay 
Freund, Burton 


Froelich, Anne, aka 
Frs. Philip Taylor 

Fuller, Iester 
Garfield, John (C.T 


".‘ritcr 


Actress 


X Une .-.ployed 
Artist 


’.riter 


19U7) 


Director 

Actor 
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V.$ 

i 


• 

J 


I 

II 

Ill 

IV 

1 

* 

Garrett, Petty 

8/31/44 

1/5/45 1/16/45 

r/23/45 IV- 

\Z 

$ 

Gerch, Phillip 





--4 

1 

Gilson, Julie 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Gilhert, Fd 





i 

j 

Cilbert, Frrnces 





■j 

Gilbert, Jody 

X 

X 

X 

X 







\ 

Glcss, Hod 

X 

r 

y 

V 

4 * 


Goff, Lloyi 






Coldber-, Mrrtba 

-- 

X 

X 

X 

? 

Gclcblatt, ilrrrj- t X 


9 

7 

4* 

* 

Caleb, r>t?: f n 






Coco: in, Finley 






Cordon, Bernard 

■r 

s\ 


Y 

X 

> 

- * 

Gordon, Dorr ' ~ 

X 


■t r 

A 

X 

V 

Gordon'; Julj-n 

- 




/ 

f 

Gomey, Jr.y 

X 

dm. 

•r 

. k 

X X 


- 1 


r ;* 

,£ 

uamey. 


GctitlJe 

r- £ 

• 

* 

« 

V $ 

Gcu"h, ] 



: J 

1* 

! 

‘ A 



:v ? r ; 


X 


VI 

/rc j 

X 


VII 


VIII 


31 


A 


X 


X 


X 


July, 1?47) X 


Fcreen /cfccrs. , 
Guild ' X 

Motion Picture 
/ycnt I 

Actress ' X 

Peri^Tier X 

/ ctr-.Es 1 

/ c tor r 

Ac tor 
Musician 

Musician X 

Printer 6-6-43 

Fri ter X 

An- lyst X 

icclnicjcn X 

’Miter, co:>- 

, " «. Cnctr, 
1-nitict X 


* rf ter 
Murici-: n 


X 

7 . 


x. - 


H 5 


( 


Graff, Freddy 
Grrlnic\, T lr,x 
Grrnrtr, Fd’rr*' 
Grnnt, David 
Grant, "’or ton 
Gi-ru, Gilb-rt 
Giry, -illi.-i 


I II III IV 

8/31/44 VS/45 1/16/45 2/26/45 

X X X X 


(Pd. Inft. 


V VI VII VIII 

11/1V45 v/25/47 Occupr tier. Verifies 
Actor 7. 

X Musician X 


Lo 3 /nyeles, 1945) 


“ri ter 


r.'.sicirn 


Groan, Anne, o’tr. 

Ann Xoch X 

Croon, Eunice 

Grernter^, L* : ter 

Greenberj, Tor? lie 

Greene, Cidney 

Gre?n}irlg!- f ?rno«rt i." 


* 

Grennrrd, Fllio! 
Gi ocs, Jer.nir 


Grimes, Albert (Foi-ior ?c . Inft., Li*, 
Mirtl?) 


Guilford, Jr cl: 
!in f:cr, Alvin 
Harrier, 3cn 
Harper, Annette 
Harris, Lou I f 


17/4, 


>' ter 


Coimd Di ectcr X 
•1G.M 

Tritcr X 

"il.n Trchr.iricfcX 


'. ai d re be i*ept. X 


A.ctor 


Ac trass 

Producer t- 
wri ter 


9 



J '1 


# 

s. , 


1 


* 

i 


* 

* 

i 

i 


Hel^ord, Horris 
llellgren, George 

Dcll^on, Horn 

Kennn, Muriel 

i 

Hertz, David 
iiliberaui, Libbie 
iioliuvl, Ten 
Hcl---, mm 
ilolzer, Herbert *1. 
He.:; tro- . , D. C. 
iioed, T 'd "; rd H. 
Home, Vic tori.' r-= - - 
Houec, -iltry 
Ilovey, Cone trace 
Hcvoy, Serge 
Hovey, tnr.i'-iT. 
Hubley, Clr id Jr 
Hugjins, Toy 
Hughes, Merle 
Hughes, R. 


I II III IV V VI VII VIII 

8/31/44 1/8/45 1/1-/4J '/ZW 45 11/19/45 fy'r :/47 Ccru.-i.aicn Vcri '’Her 

4 

4 I;:-:cu tive ci* 

Movj e Credit 
Unicn X 


tion 


X 

>: 


x 


x 


X 

X 

I 


Hri ter 
T ri ter 
V.ri ter 

4 c to?- 


X 


?r i n tor 
/ ctrers 




*u»> j f'j j. n a 

’’usicicn • X 

Screen C c>; Cccnict 
T.Vi ter X 
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<J/: 




.Tdriss, Fn:aiz 
Tn^r, Joe 
Tnrrr.'i, Te:: 


I II III IV V VT VII VIII 

a/31/44 1/3/45 1/1-V45 1/46/45 H/ 13/45 3/" 5/ 47 Occupr tlcn Verifier tion 
1 


Ir-dn, Lf • lie 

4 


JncI-tEon, John 
J* *es, Ten 
J- ier, Lilli tl: 
J"3\v.l, .-liritn 
Jr,?rico, Prul 
J.^rrico, rylvir 
J'ifpor, Ji'-’lm 
Jr t pelt, Marjorie 
Jones, TC* i tl- 

J OilC^i iM • 

Ki;di aii f Jen 
TCihn, Gc 1 ^ 7 or. 
G:or-s 

ir 

Kali, li^len 
K; uf-irn, Oliver 
Kerrn, Chncu 
iltiT.in, Jeanne 
X 1 1 li n.n , Vic tor 


Z 


X 
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>: 


x 


x 

X 


*!n."icirn 
Music cHi tor 


X 

X 


Director— 
rri ter-rc to:* 


"Vi tel* 
“ri ter 
finjer 
r ’: I tor 


r rl ter 
Tri tor 
.’.uiicii-n 


c treys 


Ac tor 


X 

Z 

X 


V. 


■ g ’ irr 


nu A */i-r » ♦ -*..| . . * < -- v - *»*•/ : <v / vr,\ +", > .* j i #■•'«. • *• *.-,».«-*•• '■.■'■•■* m V - •>> 'v<d/^i. VA'-J 



-•’ I 


1 II III 

a/31/44 l/a/45 1/16/45 
Kin-, ten £ X X 

IV V 

r/ 26/45 11 / 17/43 

VI VII VIII 

;"/"- 7/47 Occupation VeriDfc; 
Publicist 

Krrft, :1;; lr.n * 

r v 

ii i» 

t* t» 

/. /• 


Tri ter X 

!Cr. sncv , lien 



X 


Lancx, Bill 



A 

electrician X 

Lcmct, Truman 



A 


Lane ere, Horry 



VP 

A 

/. c tor X 

Lmy, Dr vid. 

if 

A « 


i ter X 

Lri-ener, Finj.r.Jv.Z . 

v y 

f . * \ 

«f 


V ri ter X 

Lr.rkin, K< tbirino 



X 


L-mry, Plyliss 



A 


Lrivcon, Jo’ai Itcmr! 7 . 

w 

A A 

x >: 


r : 1 ber X 

Laver* nco, rc X 

r :< 

x x 


/ c ter X 

Lee, Coir %i - X 




Actor X 

Lc?, ?>?nr?rr 



X 

T i .1 ’ tc clr.j cion X 

Lees, r.obort ?! 

; r y 

V 

» - a 


Tri ter X 

L^hrnrn, fur:' no 



A 

/.'i .Decor: tion 
c" !Tueici;ns X 

Lcnnrrt, Iccbrl 7 

r * 

A T 

^ # » 


r ri tor X 

•» 

Lenoen, ‘lirirni 



** 

A 


Lescncr, Herbert X 

v y 

• » *K 

Y 

« b 


Juricirn X 

Levy, -elvin X 

t r 

Y ▼ 

A fv 


Tri ter 7 . 

Leris, Ilcrv^y 



A 
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I II III IV 

8/31/44 1/8/45 lAfc/45 2/26/45 


Lewis, Herbert Clyde 


V VI VII VIII 

11/19/45 5/25/47 Occupation Verification 
X Writer X 


Leyda, Jay 


•* 

s 

Lloyd, Homan 

X 

X 

X 

X 

• 

Actor 

X 

t-X 

* 

/, f 

J 

Lo^an, Humphrey 





X 



' •' N !r? 

i 

London, Joe 





X 

Laborer 

X 


Lusher, Bernard X 






Union leader 


: 

1'acClelland, Ken 





X 



* 

i'aes, Sinone 


A 



X 

Analyst 

X 


Vahler, Ullie • X 

X 

X 

X 



Musician 

X 

. * 

*'altz, Albert X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

> 

!'ann, Hack 





X 

Techni cian 


\ 

Mann, Winnie - 





X 

Actress 

X 

< 

\ 

Vanof f y Arnold -X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Writer 

X 

s 

* 

L'arch, Frederic (Cknfidontiil Informant 



^ 1947 ) 

Actor 

X 

} 

' - > 

Karchionni, Charles 





X 

Lab Techni- 


i 

* 

• . ft 







cian 

X 

i 

•• .* 

- .y 

Marlow Brian X 

X 

- X 

X 

X 


Writer Actor 

X 

* 

■r 

Mason, Ssta 

X 

X 

X 



Actress 


■ . - "7 
„ ■ * 

•r* 

,'r.T 

■ ‘atti son, Mathew 





X 

Analyst 7- 

29-47 

\l 

•f 

Mayer, Ray 

Mazuir, Phyllis 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Actor 

Secretary 

X 

X 

* ) 

> 

* 

■ i 

McHugh, Kitty X 

X 

X 

X 



Actress 

X 

L'cKenney, Ruth MjHHflHj 


10-1947) 




Writer 

X 
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1 
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i 

■i 

3 


I 


p 

» 


T 

’ rw* 

• 4. 

« 

;=i 

..i 

. i 

i 


McNeil, Allan D. 

McVeigh, Paul 
(KcVey) 

Meadow, Leon 


I II III IV V VI VII *VIII 

H /31/ 44 1/8/45 1/16/45 2/26/45 11/19/45 5/25/47 Occupation Verification 

X Story Analyst X 


X 

X 


Actor 

Writer 


iie^Ltzer , Saul Louis (A very reliable but most delicate source reported 

Keltzer was a member of the Communist Party in 


Los Angelos in 1943) 

Kendelssolm, Lafcadio 
Menkes, Gertrude 
Menken, Lawrence 
Mesches, Arnold 

Miller, John X X X X 

11 Her, Patricia X X X X 

filler, Virginia ' 

Hillholl^nd, Charled X X X X 

Hschel, Florence X X X X 

Mschel, Joseph X X X X 

Morgan, Joe (Discontinued paid Informant 

Korley, Hank (Henry) 


Morlcy, Karen, aka 
Karen Victor 

Moore, Irving 

Moore, Sam 


X 

X 


X 

X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Actor 

Actress 

Writer 

Analyst 

Writer 


Actor and 
filn tech- 
nician 


Actress 

TTriter 


Z 

X 


Writer 


Attorney- film X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 
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kyers, Henry 

8/31/44 1/8/45 l/l6/45 2/26/45 ll/l9/45 5/25/47 Occupation Verification 
X X X X Writer X 

Moss, Jack 

X X 

XXX 


Producer- 

Actor 


isullen. Virginia 



X 



I'urphy, Maurice 



X 

Actor 

X 

t 

I’yers, Al 

X X 

X X 




1'yers , 3arbara 

X 

X 




Kelscn, Ruth 

X X 

X X 


Actress 

X 

Nicholas, Goraldine 

X X 

XXX 




0 ’ Conner, Nonr.an 



X 

Theatrical 

announcer 

X 

Offner, Herbert 

X X 

X X 


Vuslcian 

X 

O'Flaherty, E. 5* 



X 



Oronata, Edward S. 

- ■ • 


X 



Orrne, RAsercary S* 
(Ursa, Rosemary 3.) 

- 


X 



Ornitr, Sec 

X X 

XXX 


Writer 

X 

Orszag, Jean, nee 
Jeanette Srossman 



X 

Secretary 

X 

Paige, Clinton 

. 


X 

Electrician 

X 

Palastlcy, Alexander 



X 

Actor 

4-2-47 

Faley, Stanley 

X 

X X 


Writer 

X 

Parker, Lillian 



X 



Parke, Larry 

X X 

XXX 


Actor 

X 
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J 


' )■') 


> v! 


VI 

i 


Path*, Pa qua ret ta 
Pederson, Peter 
Peel, Spencer 

Pelletl, John Virgil 
t 

Pepper, George 
Parlin, Paul 
Peters, John 
Philips, Peggy 
Phil lips, ftebs ter c. 

Pini, Los 
Pinney, Ted 
Place, Hermit 
Polonsky, Abraham 
Pore ranee, William 

Powell, Homer 
Prager, Stanley 
Pratt , Carolyn 
Preston, Lou 
Prirei, Lucian 


1 II III IV V VI VII VJII 

5/ 21/44 1/8/45 l/l6/45 2/26/45 ll/lP/45 5/25/47 Occupation Verification 

X 

X 
X 


- X 


X 

X 


X 

X 


X 

X 


Screen 

Cartoonist 

Actor 


X 

X 


Movie Laborer X 


Writer X 

Free lance 

Make-up artist 11-19-45 
Writer X 


Writer 

Former Union 
Official, S'.G 


Actor X 

Painter X 

Actor X 
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Ragsdale, Byron Young 


Set Director 


Ragsdale, Lac all a TT« 


Secretary 


Rapf, Maurice 


"/riter 


Ravetch, Irving 


•/riter 


Reed, Valerie 


Reid, Arnold 

l 

Reis, Meta 


(A very reliable but most delicate source reported Story 
Rei3 was a jnember of the Communist Party in Analysiot 
Los Angeles on i'iovefrber 16, 1943) Executive 


Revel, Elaine 


Revere, Anne 


Actress 


Reynolds, Jack 


leciirucian 


Richards, Robert L. 


".riter 


Richardson, Carolyn 


Richardson, Lelonie 


Actress 


Richardson, V/illiam L. 


ilinaldo, Frederic D. X 


FiLa Uriter 


Ripps, Harry 


Technician 


River, Joerney 


River, Vi. L. 


Writer 


Robeson, Paul 


Singer and 
Actor 


Roberts, Stanley 


Actor’s Agent 


writer 


Robinson, Earl 


Co.cj>oser- 

luisi.cian 


8/2/A7 


$ 5£3 



I 

8/31/44 

Robinson, Edvard G, (C 


Robinson, Jerry 


Robison, David 


' Robison , Raoul 


Rofheart, Leonard Jay 
I 

Rohl, Anita 


Rohl, Dave 


Rolf e , Edward 


Roma, Margaret 
(Vargrit) 


Romano, Amalia 


Romano, Mary 


Bos sen, Robert 


Roth, Esther 


Roth, Henry 


Roth, Richard 


- 5 

\ Kotitain* Herman 


f J 

Vi* 




Rousseau, Louise 


Rub are, B, 


■■Jr Rudnlck, Stella 


| Ruskln, B. 


\ Raskin, Shimen 
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1 1/ 19/ 46 6/25/47 Occupation Verification 
Actor X 


Writer 


Script reader 


Actress 


Electrician X 


Actress-writer X 


Actress 


Secretary- 
Screen Readers 
Guild I 


Writer 


Musician 


Musician 


Writer and 
director 


Writer 


Actress 


Actor 


X 





I 

II III 

IV V 

VI 

VII 

VIII 


8/31/44 1/8/45 1/1G/45 2/26/46 11/19/45 5/25/47 

Occupation 

Verification 

Ryan, Ralph 




X 



Sale, Gua 




X 



Salt, Waldo 

X 

X X 

X 


Writer 

X 

^aicuala. Hurray 

X 

X X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Sandell, Baa 

X 

X 

X 


Musician 

X 

1 

Sandell, George 


X X 

X 


Musician 

X 

t 

Sanford, John 

X 

X X 

X X 


Writer 

X 

Sanford , Marguerite 

X 

X X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Saul, Oscar 

X 

X X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Saylin, Marcella 




X 



Schaftel, George 


X 

X 


Writer 


Schneider, Paul 




X 



Scr oecfeld, Bernard 



X 


Writer 

X 

Schuelberg, Virginia 






alca Virginia 

• 






Viertal 

X 

X 

X 


Writer 

X 

Schuler, Dorothy 




X 



Schwarts, Zack 




X 

Screen 




• 



Cartoon! st 

Scott, Adrian 

X 

X X 

X X 


Producer 

X 

Sef finger, Ben 




X 



Selgel, Sanford 




X 

Actor 

X 

Selio, Leonard 

X 

X X 



Musician 

X 

Seller, Kay 


X X 

X 


Actress 





II 

1/8/45 
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„ V * 

i 

' ' 

v * -5 


* 


-v ^ 


- -2 

< 
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■ w 
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. , * 

i 


i 

* 

* 

* 


i 

S/31/44 

Selvin, Min X 


Shaw, Ben 


X 


She rwood , Stan ley 
Shore, V.'ilma X 

Short, Anita 
Short, Robin X 

Siegel, San 
Simmons, .‘.like 
Sklir, Cleor^o X 

Smith, Art 
Smith, Corinne 


X 


Smith, Ed, v;ac 
Israel Vnlensky X 

Smith, Haro .VI, aka 
Hal Smith X 

Smith, James 

Smith, Lita 

Smith, Milton X 

Smith, Itnlph 
Sniffin, Jane 

Sniper, Mike 


X 

X 

X 


X 


X 
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1/16/45 2/26/45 11/19/45 5/25/47 Occupation Verification 

Union official 


X 

X 


X 


X 


X 


X 


X 

X 


Writer and 
Assistant Director 


V.'riter X 

Musician 

Ac to r X 

Musician X 

V.'riter X 

’■.Vi ter X 

Actor 

Analyst X 

Film technician X 

V.'riter X 


Cera- tic 
works r 

Writer 

Painter 

Scc'-etary 
Movie AFL 

Literary 
Dept . 


X 


X 


^ / 


43 


V 
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Solo non, Jack 

Solomon, Louis X 

Sondercaard, Gale, 
aka Mrs. Herbert 
Hi be man X 


-■- ii iii » *1 m viii 

E/31/44 l/$/45 lA6/ 45 2/26/45 11/19/45 5/25/47 Occupation Verification 


Ti'riter 


Actress 


1 

Sorrell, Herbert K. (Xcnbership in Comunist Party-l93Gj See ourmary 


memorandum Pa -e ) 


Spencer, Helen m. X 
Spencer, Ray X 
Stapp, Jo!»n (C 


Union Official X 


V.'riter X 

Hollywood Section 
Organizer of 


Ster.l<-, Sorotly 
3t c in, Philip 
Stevenson,' Fhilip 
Stcr.vaft, Gordon 
Stillman, Sam 
Stone, George 
Strauss, Theodore 
Sullivan, Glenda X 

Taffel, u ess X 

Tanner, Harry 
Tarcai , Mary X 

Tarloff, Frank X 

Thery, Jacques 


ritcr 


writer 


V.riter 
V.'rit rr 


‘.Vriter 


Actress 


V.riter 
’Vri ter 


X 


X 


\ 

J 


"K 

"i 


A 

vi 

V4 

•i 


) ”S 


\4V 


* 

i 

II 

III 

IV 

V VI 

VII 

VIII 
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9/31/44 

1/9/45 

1/16/45 2/26/45 11/19/45 5/25/47 

Occupation 

Verification 

$ 

'■< ' * 

Thoms, Elizabeth 




X 

Secretary 

X 









i 

- • 

— . Q 

Thomas, George, Jr. X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Publicist 


4 

:* 

Tolins, Natalie 




X 



;» 

• \ 

Towbin, Cyril X 

A 

X 

X 

X 

Musician 

X 


1 

Tovmsenci, Leo X 

V 

X 

X 

X 

V.'riter 

X 

♦ 

• 

Trabin, Rosab^lle 




X 


. 


Trabin, Marion 


X 





1 

i 

v 

Tree, Dorothy X 

X 

V 

ill 

X 

X 

Actress 

X 


Trivets, Taul X 

V 

A* 

A 

X 

X 

".'ritcr 

X 

_ J 

Truinho, Dalton V 

V 

A 

k 

y 

V.'riter 

X 

; 

Turner, Jeanne 




V 

A 

A ' t . :■!?_! 








Editor 

V 

4 1. 

T 

- 







1 

* 

Tuttle, Frank X 

V 

A 

V 

V*. 

X 

V 

Director 

X 

■' / 

Tuttle, Karen X 

V 

X 

11 

i. 


Musician 

A 

l 

* '•< 

V 

p 

Urban, Paul 




V 
• * 



r • > 

i 

~ . , * 

Uris, Michael X 

X 

4*1 

A 

A 

V. Vi tor 

V 

m te 

i 

* 

Vais (or Vois), 








!lo».} > lie 

Vandcmenlen, Harry 
Van der Knr, Joscj-b 


X 

X 

X 


Van Eyck, Peter (A very reliable bit irost delicate source reported Actor 
lie r;ac a aernber of the CP in Los Angeles in 1944) 


Van Sickle, Ruth 


X 


45 


A 


Si 




jf A p . 


( 


( 


t 

. 

i <• 


( 

< 

> 

>:5 

m 


‘ * 
if 
vV 
*J 

Vi 
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. T« 

-,4 

Villard, Paul 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Musician X 

m 

Vincent, Lark 

X 



Actor X 

r l 

• /' * 

Virgo, Jean 

XXX 

X X 



1 

■ ; i 

Virgo, Peter 

XXX 

X X 


Actor X 

.i 

5 

Vakestein, Hy 



X 


5 

* 

’ It. 

Warden, Alexander 

XXX 

X X 


I-usician X 

j 1 - ^ 

•. ’ 

Walker, Thelrc: 



X 


■ . -- 

Walper, ’’crnan 

x x 

X X 


• 

; 

Ware, Eugene 

X X 

X 



\ 

< 

Warren, Lucy 



X 


v 

Washington, I!or-ia 

X X 

X 


Writer 

; '' 

Watts, ..'iliiam. 

X X X 

X 



V 

TJaxaan, Leo 



Y 

Electrician X 


Weber, John' 

• 

X 


Story Editor X 

N 

* 

weber,* John, :.rs. 

' XXX 

X 



/ 

’ V 

p 

Webster, Sherman B. 



X 

20ta Century 

Fox X 

r ' ■ > 

• J 

i 

■ .* 

V.'eil, Richard 

X X 

X 

- 

Writer X 

Weiner, Hernjan 

- X 

X 

X 

Writer X 

f 

, j* 

’Jeintraub, A1 



X 


* , i 

, a 

Watkins, Rose 



X 

1'usician X 

:V ,i 

• •< 

r.:j 

:.i 

;“ * 

Y/exley, John 

White, Isidore 

X X 

X 

X 

'Writer X 

Film Techni- 
cian, AFL X 

■ > 

• * ' 
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t 
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J 
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’.Vhitinan , ' rr; r st 


I II III IV V VI VII VIII 

?/l l//,A 1/8/45 1/16/ 45 ?/26//5 H/19/45 5/25/47 Occupation Verification 

- X X X Actor I 


’.Thitne.r, Lynn 


Actress 


Wile or, Fane l.o 


Ac tress 


'Vi Iliads, Fob 

1 

Willians, ‘•Vances 


Viter 


Actress 


T.’ills, .'ar-'-tivi. 'V.r.nctt 
a!:a Vor— .rc.L ■>!;::si.t 


'J: A. 0: > t 

office ol 


'.'ilner, fk-orr.c 


’..Viter':. 

A ‘ -on t 


.liner. Tie? A.-.rli : 


* .V\t r r 


Vilsor., Alice, 
inckcll, : rentios 


Vinters, '3ca 


Secretary 

Analyst 


VVo blew ski, Vary 

Yarir, Buddy, ric''.' 
acting as '.]ror.*c 


Actor 


Ynrrick, ‘..’aria 


Dancer 


Yuba vc, Corrine 
Yurden, Clry 
Seller, bavi-l 


47 


V 


1 



F. Analysis of Frecedln/~ list 

As h&3 been indicated, the preceding list reflects all the individuals 
in the motion picture industry or the radio industry in Hollywood, California, 
who are or have been members of the Communist Political Association or the Ctwt- 
minist Party, USA, according to a most reliable but very delicate source. The 
occupational breakdown of the Couinunists listed who have been identified and 
their occupations ascertained, is as follows* 


Actresses 

45 

Actors 

47 

Directors 

15 

Producers 

8 

’Vriters 

127 

Publicists 

5 

Musicians 

42 

Analysts 

11 

Technicians 

12 

Cameramen 

3 


Film Editors 1 

1'iscellaneous (Cartoonists 
laborers, office employees, 
artists, etc.) 62 

It should be noted that there are 159 individuals on tiii3 list whose 
occupations have not as yet been ascertained. A perusal of tlds list will reflect 
that ;nany co.men na'iws, wnich, in some instances, may be Communist rartynir.es, 
are set out. Identification of these individuals has been made more difficult 
as the result of the small amount of identifying data available at the source. 

In addition, the constant rotation of places of enploy:nent by Hollywood personnel 
has caused additional hardships in effecting identifications. 

' s - 

Many of the writers, directors, producers and actors are employed in 
more than one capacity; that is, director and writer, writer and producer, etc. 
Consequently, in the occupational breakdown these individuals have been listed 
under each of the occupations in which they are enraged. 

C. Prominent I.iotion Pictures with which some of the leading Actresses, 
Actors, Producers, Directors and '.Vriters identified as Coouaunists 
have been connected, according to "1947-48 International Lotion 
Picture Almanac" 


Actors 


Bohnen, Roman : "Vogues of 1938" 

"Of Mice and Men" 

"So Ends Cur Night" 

"Affairs of Jinny Valentine" 
"Grand Central Liirder" 

"The Hard way" 

s "Song of Bernadette" 

"The Hitler Gang" 



3rid£es, Lloyd 


Carnovsky, Ferris: 


"The Lone '.Volf Takes a Chance" 

: 'The Royal Counted Patrol'* 

"Sun of Davy Crockett** 

"Sinf For Your Supper" 

"Shut L*y 3i* Mouth" 

"Dlondie Goes to Collere" 

"I was a Prisoner on Devil's Island" 
"Canal Zone" 

"Cur ’.Vife" 

"Two Latins fro.-n Manhattan" 

"Here Conies Mr. Jordon" 

"Three Girls About Town" 

"You Belong to Me" 

"Karror. of Michigan'’ 

"Cadets or. Parade" 

"Harvard, Here I Come" 

"Hello Annapolis" 

"Alias Sostcn Blackie” 

"Tramp, Tranp, Tra no" 

"Meet the Stewarts" 

"Sweetheart of the Fleet" 

"Flirat Lieutenant" 

"Atlantic Convoy" 

"Riders of the i'crthlar.d" 

"The Spirit of Stanford" 

"A -Van's Acrid" 

"The Garin-/ Younr Man" 

"Sahara” 

"The Heat's Cn" 

"She's a Soldier Too" 

"Master Race" 

"Saddle Leather Law" 

"Strange Confession" 

"A ’.Valk in the Sun" 

"V_iss Susie Slaele's" 

"The Life of S:nile Zola" 

"Tovarich" 

"Address Unknown" 

"Rhapsody in Blue" 

"Fdre of Darkness" 

"Cur Vines Have Tender Grapes" 
"Cornered" 

"Miss Susie Slaple's" 


A V I J* S** '• 441** •♦ft.V *..'**»' r * >»A '• *. -fA .. v .,...*» • * *-• -. .•*, t ..... <^» VV>^ ...■»•*:* !{ -7 , V t /r 4** r “ Ai?Vi wWstilfr \J AZi 



DaSilva, Howard i "Aba Lincoln in Illinois" 

"Tha Sea Wolf" 

"Mine Lives are Hot Biough" 
"I'm Still Alive" 

"Tha Big Shot" 

"Tha Omaha Trail" 

"Tonight Wa Ha id Calais" 
"Tha Lost Weekend" . 

"Duffy* ■ Tavern" 

Garfield, Johns "Four Daughters" 

"They Made to a Criminal'* 
"duorex" 

"Dust Be ty Destiny" 
"Saturday’s Children" 

"The Sen YTolf" 

"Tortilla Flat” 

"Air Force" 

"Between Two Worlds" 
"Destination Tokyo" 

"Thank Your Lucky actrs" 
"Hollywood Canteen" 

"Nobody Lives Forever" 
"Humoresque" 

Hummer, ' Alvint "Greenwich Village" 

"A Walk in the Sun" 

"Doll Face" 

"The Fabulous Suzanne" 

Lawrence, Liarci "white Woman" 

"Little Big shot" 

"Dr. Socrates..." 

"Hoad Gang" 

- "son Quentin" 

"I Aid the Law" 

"Ehile Kew York Sleeps" 
"Johnny Apollo" 

"Brigham Young" 

"The Great Profile" 
"Shepherd of the Hills" 
"Lady Scarface" 

"Fublic Snemies" 

"This Gun for Hire" 



( 
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Lawrence, 1'arc 
(cont'd.) 


Parch, Frederic: 


1’urphy, .’tauricc: 


"Yokel Soy" 

"Call of the Canyon" 

"Neath Brooklyn 3rid£e" 

"Hit the Ice" 

"Calaboose" 

"Rainbcw Island" 

"Dillin^er" 

"Flame of Barbary Coast" 

"Club Havana" 

"Don't Fence LV In" 

"The Virrinian" 

"Life with Blondie" 

"The Dummy" 

"Jealousy" 

"Paris Bound" 

"Sarah and Son" 

"The Royal Family of Broadway" 
"Dr. Jekyll and Pr. Hyde" 

"Sipn of the Cross" 

"aniline Through" 

"Desirn for Livinf" 

"Death lakes a holiday" 

"The Affairs of Celelini" 

"The Barretts of ViLaplc Street" 
"Les 1'ise rabies" 

"The Dark Angel" 

"Anna Karenina" 

"Mary of Scotland" 

"Anthony Adverse" 

"Trade ’hinds" 

"Susan and God" 

"Best Years cf Cur lives" 

"The Adventures of Lurk Twain" 
"Toioraorow the World" 

"Beau Gestc" 

"The Valiant" 

"All xuiet on th,e Western Front" 
"Private Worlds" 

"The Crusades" 

"Curly Top" 

"The Prisoner of Shark Island" 
"Gentle Julia" 


\ 


s 
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Murphy, Maurice 

(cont'd. ) 



Parks, Larry: 



"Romeo and Juliet" 

"The Road Hack" 

"Tovarich" 

"Forged Passport" 

"Career” 

"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" 
"VJolf of New York 
"To Be or Not To Be" 

"Snith of Minnesota* 

"L^stery Ship” 

"Blondie Goes to College " 
"Canal Zone" 

"Harvard, Here I Come" 
"Harmon of Michigan" 

"Three Girls About Town" 

"You Belong’ to Me" 

"Sing for your Supper" 

"Flight Lieutenant" 

"Sub.uarine iLaider" 

"Atlantic Convoy" 

"Honolulu Lu" 

"Hello Annapolis" 

"You ’.Vere Mever Lovelier" 

"The Boogie Man '.Vill Get You" 
"A Man ' s* World" 

"Power of the Press" 

"Calling All Stars" 

"The Deerslayer" 

"The Racket Man" 

"Black Parachute" 

"Sergeant Make" 

"She's a Sweetheart" 
"Counter-Attack" 

"Tlie Jolson Story" 



Fragcr, Stanley: "Behind Green Lights" 

"Doll Face" 

"Gentlemn Joe Palooka" 
"Do You love Me?" 

Robinson, Edward G.: "The Brigut Shawl" 

"The Hole in the ’.Vail" 
"The h’idem Frcn Chicago" 
"Little Caesar" 

"The Idol" 
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Robinson, E.G. 
(cont(d.) 
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% 
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"Five Star Final" 

"Smart Money" 

"The Hatchet Man" 

"Two Seconds" 

"Silver Dollar" 

"Tiger Shark" 

"The Little Giant" 

"I Loved A Vionan" 

"Dark Hazard"- 

"The Man with Two Faces" 

"The TTnole Town's Talking" 
"Barbary Coast" 

"Bullets or Ballots" 

"Thunder in the City" 

"hid Galahad" 

"The Last Gangster" 

"A Slight Case of Murder" 

"The Anazing Dr. Clitterhcuse" 
"I A m the Law" 

"Confessions of a Nazi Spy" 
"Blackmail" 

"Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet" 
"Brother Crchid" 

"A Dispatch from Reuter's" 

"The oea Volf" 

"Manpower" 

"Unholy Partners" 

"Flesh and Fantasy" 

"Destroyer" 

"Tampico" 

"Double Indemnity" 

"Mr. ’A inkle Goes to ”*ar" 

"The Vioisan in the h'indow" 

"Cur Vines Have Tender Grapes" 
"Scarlet Street" 



Van Eyck, Peter: ' "The Moon is Down" 

"Five Crave a to Cairo" 
"The Impostor" 

"Address Unknown" 
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Actresses 

Collins, Linda, aka 
Mrs. iU chard Col- 
lins, Stage nanie 
Dorothy Comingore: 

Gibson, Julie: 


McHugh, Kitty: 


"Citizen Kane" 
"Qlondie Steps Cut* 
•'The Hairy Ape* 


"The Feminine Touch" 

"Here Y/e Go Arsin'* 

"let's Face It" 

"Ringside" 

"The Contender" 

"Hail the -on ;uerinf.; Hero" 
"Freddie Steps Cut" 

"Hot Tip" 

"Yiornen Are Trouble" 

"Cn Again — Off Again" 
"Blonde Trouble" 

"My Old Kentucky Horne" 
"Broadway Serenade" 

"Grapes of "irath" 

"Secret Evidence" 

"The Hapnif icent Dope" 


Revere, «nne: 


i 


.3 

$ 


-1 

> 

| 


"Double Door" 

"The Howards of Virginia" 

"Men of Boys Town" 

"Remember the Day" 

"Star Spangled Rhythm" 

"The Song of Bernadette" 
"Standing itooa Cnly" 

"Cld Acquaintance" 

"National Velvet" 

’’Rainbow Island" 

"Keys of the Kingdom" 

"Sunday Dinner for a Soldier" 
"Thin Man Goes Home* 

"Don Juan Tuilligan" 

"Fallen ring el" 

"Dragonwyck" 

"The Shocking Miss Pilgrim" 


- 5U - 
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Sonde rgaard, Gale 
aka lirs. Herbert 
Biberman: 


Tree, Dorothy: 


"Anthony Adverse" 

"tfaid of Salem" 

"Seventh Heaven" 

"The Life of Emile Zola" 

"Isle of Forgotten Sins" 

"The Strange Death of Adolph Hitler" 
"The Climax" 

"The Invisible lian’s Revenge" 

'*Gypsy Vi'ildcat" 

"Christmas Holiday" 

"Enter Arsene Lupin" 

"Anna and the King of Siam" 

"Life Begins" 

"East Cf Fifth Avenue" 

"The YJoman in Red" 

"Four Hours to Kill" 

"A Night et the Ritz" 

"Tne Great Garrick" 

"Having a '/ondcrful Time" 

"Trade winds" 

"Confessions of a Nazi Spy" 

"City in Darkness" 

"Abe Lincoln in Illinois" 

"Little Crvie" 

"Sky LAirder" 

"Singapore ’Yoman" 

"Salute to Courage" 

"Hitler, Dead or Alive" 

"Edge of Darkness" 


- -i 



\j3 
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Froducers 


Buchman, Sidney: 


"The Talk of the Town" 
"A Song to Re.ieirber" 


"Cver 21 
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Harris, Louis: 


Poss, Jack: 


Scott, Adrian: 


"Liardi Gras" 

"Caribbean Romance" 

"Lucky Cowboy" 

"The Shepherd of the Hills" 
"Journey Into Fear" 

"i!r. tinkle Goes to V.'ar" 
"Snafu" 

"Keeping Company" 

"Parson of Panamint" 

"We Go Fast" 

"Nr. Lucky" 

"Farewell ! 'v Lovely" 

"J.'y Pal, Acif" 

"Wiss Susie Slafle's" 
"Cornered" 


Directors 


Hiber ;an, Herbert J. : 


Dassin, Jules: 


D.rr/tryk, Edward: 


Fuller, Jester: 


"One Way Ticket"' 

"1'cet Nero .Volfc" 

"Kinjr of Chinatown" 
"Road to Yesterday" 

"The Waster Race" 
"Together Apain" 

"Reunion in France" 
"Yount; Ideas" 

"A letter for Evie" 

jirder, y Sweet" 

"The Invisible Army" 
"5ack to Bataan" 
"Cornered" 

"Ycu Can't Ration Love" 


Writers 


Sar&nan, Ben: 


"True to Life" 

"f.'cet the People" 

"Yew 're a Lucky Fellow, hr. 
"Never Say Goodbye" 
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Bessie, Alvah: 


Blankfort, Henry? 



Hr.rcld: 


"Dwell in the Wilderness " 
"Ken in Battle" 

"Bread and a Stone" 

"Korthern Pursuit" 

"Hotel 3crlin M 

"The Very Thought of You" 

"Cb jective" 

"Buraia" 

"i'eet the People" 

"Youth on Parole" 

"Double Exposure" 

"I Killed That Han" 

"I Escaped fron; t.ic Gestapo" 
"Tales c f .’'anhattan" 

"She's for He" 

,, !larriran t s hid" 

"Reckless Af e" 

"Singing Sheriff" 

".Vi rat Club Girl" 

"I'll Tell tne World" 

"Swing Cut, Sister" 

"Easy to Look At" 

!, C r i a. sc:. Ac na ry ,f 

"Cur Dully hr^au” 

"Don't Gamble With Lcr/c" 
"Black.-nailcr" 

"Shakedown" 

"Trapped by Television" 

"The Case of the Hissing Ian" 
"Coi^e Closer, Folks" 

"Shall Ac Dance" 

"The Devil is Drivinr" 

"It Can't Last Forever" 
"Counsel for Crime" 

"rorrotter #o ;nan M 
"Cn Their Cvm" 

"Double Alibi" 

"Manhattan Heartbeat" 

"Jennie " 

"Dixie Duran" 

"Paris After Dari:" 

"Take It or Leave It" 

"Doll Face" 


•/ 
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Butler, HufO 


Cole, Tester: 


Collins, Bichard 
Joy: 


Endore, Guy: 


Corn'';', Jay: 


"Dip City” 

"Society Lawyer" 

".Vyo.idnr” 

"Edison trie Uoy" 

"Omaha Trail" 

"Edison the Kan" 

"Christmas Carol" 
"Huckleberry Finn" 

"Lassie Come Honie" 

"The southerner" 

"Hiss Susie Slagle’s" 

"love Vf-c ini'.;ue" 

"If 1 Had a Uilicn" 
"Sleepers last" 

"The Affairs of Capnv Ricks" 
"The Crime of Ur. Hsllet" 
"The Invisible Tan Returns" 
"The House of Seven Cables" 
"Pacific blackout" 

"Footsteps in the hark 1 " 
"Miijht fiane fer Chunk inr " 
"Hone Snail Escape" 
"Hostap.es" 

"Objective dur:.a" 

"Hen in Her Diary" 

"Elecd on the bun" 


"Private Mi s s Jones" 
"Thousands Cheer" 

"Scnp of Russia" 

"Lady frc.-i I-ouisiana" 
"Sonr of imssia" 

"Story of 0. J. Joe 

"The '..‘ore the "errier" 
"The Heat’s On" 

"Poet the People" 

"Hey Cookie " 

"The Gay Senorita" 
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Kahn, Gordons "Gentleman's Fate" 

"Trie People's Enemy" 

"S.C.D. Tidal ’.lave" 

,r .'olf of 4, eT» York" 

"A Yank on the Hurra Hoad" 
"Northwest ^i^n; T '’^^« ,, 

"The Cowboy an*1 thr jenoriia" 
"3cnr of Pevada" 

"Two C'Clock Couraye" 

"Her Kind oi' ?.!an" 

I'-rdncr, ; linr A. "!.'eet Dr. Christian" 

Jr.: "The Courarecus Dr. Christian" 

"Arkansas Judre" 

" Vciar of the Yoar" 

"The Cress of Iorrainc" 
"To.scrrcw the horld" 

I-c-wson, John "Dyna.r.ite " 

Howards "The Dea Hat" 

"Party V<i re" 

"Blockade" 

"Alriers" 

"They Shall Have ; usic" 

’Tour ocr.s" 

"E art Abound " 

"Sahara" 

"Counter-Attack" 

Palt7., Alberts ";!oscov; Strikes Back" 

"This Oun for Hire" 

"The "ar in Half i’oen Street" 
"Destination Tokyo" 

"Pride ol' the nrines" 

Varlcv;, Hrians "Bad Girl" 

— "Hello Bister" 

"Tile Hoad to he no" 

"Unmarried" 

"Beware Spooks" 

"‘‘anhattan Heartbeat" 

Rapf, aurice !!. s "Divorce it; the Fa.dly" 

";e hent tc Ccllrpc" 

"They Cave Hiia a Cun" 
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Rapf, Maurice H. 
(ccnt'd) 


Rossen, Robert: 


Saul, Cscar: 
Sklar, George: 


Trumbo, Dalton: 


''Bad Men of Brimstone * 
''Sharpshooters" 

"Winter Carnival" 
"North of Shanghai" 
"Dancing on a Dime" 
"Jennie" 

"Call of the Canyon" 

"Roaring Twenties" 

"Cut of the For" 

"A Child is Born" 

"Dust Be 'y Destiny" 
"Sea 'Volf" 

"Blues in the Fight" 
"Edge of Darkness " 

"A Walk in the Sun" 

"Cnee Upon a Time" 
"Strange Affair" 


"Afraid to Talk" 

"First Co-.es Courage" 

"City Without Men" 

"Road Gang" 

"The Remarkable Andrew" 

"A Guy Named Joe" 

"Thirty Seconds Cver Tokyo" 
"Tender Comrade" 

"Jealousy" 

"Cur Vines Have Tender Grapes" 
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COMBUST PARTI ACTIVmES HI HCLLTWOGD 
October 2, 1947 to February 5, 1948 


I* Additional Jhformatlon 
Concerning the History and 
Development of the Canmiuniat 


jxmh i ■ 


— *»' . - ***- ‘ ’ 

. . ^ . •.-•v* -.■‘Sr 1 ' 

request of the Bureau, the Los Angelas Office interviewed 
a former functionary of the Ccemiunist Party in Los Angeles 
sa vowed himse lf from the Party* barn in 

He presently resides at 

has engaged himself as a 

several trade magazines* married for the 

second time and has two minor children* He served? the U* S« A r me d 
Farces during World Iter II and received an Honorable Discharge* 




California; 

name 

attributea 


period 


I 1 HBlBfir U CneTdumunist Rrty in mj, using the Party 
^ He explained his moving to the Communist Party as being 
sincere Aha wiTn**^* of that 



■■■stated that In 1941 ha ceased his activities as an active 
member or the Party, gradually disassociating himself from all Caaaunlst 
Party, activities* 



( 





•Ji 


•J 





Concerning the Mot ion Picture Industry, ^^ppolnted oat that 
^Motion Picture Artiste Committee, he wee the 
'for the organisation he represented, assisting 
In the collection of folds and the propagation or cause of the organiza- 
tion he represented* Be stated that the Motion Picture Artists Comslttee 
was the forennner of such later Comunlst front groups as the Motion 
Picture Democratic Ccndttee and the Bollywood Anti-tfasi League, which 
was associated with the Hollywood League Against fltar and fascism* 



never held any functionary post 
stated that there were 11 sections of the Party In 
Los Angeles County at that tins, one of then being the Hollywood Section* 
He also stated that there were no specialized groups such as professions, 
cultural, etc* He recalled that by 1935-1936, the Hollywood Section 
numbered only about 160 individuals, headed by Bail Breed* He said that 
the so-called Hollywood Section, however, had no connection ifcatever 
with the studio group which was In the embryonic stage* 


that the Hollywood Section actually referred to 
those clWI^W.iving in the geographical area known as Hollywood and 
that when the film Industry subsequently became Important, the Party's 
efforts in that direction Increased* He stated that the Party would 
refer to the film Industry people aa the "studio group* and front 
the beginning this group was handled In a strictly secret fashion In so 
far as the rank and file membership was concerned* 


He pointed out that he had no first hand information on the 
formation of the so-called studio or cultural group in Hollywood* He said 
that from the beginning, as far as he knows, the studio groups dealt directly 
with the Party's Central consnittee In New fork and that he strongly believes 
that such has been the case from that time to the present* 

According tcj^^Jkxcept for the routine liaison work between 
these groups end the Count^Ioadquarters In Los Angeles, there was no 
” connection* He believes that such membership records end dues records 
as may have been kept on the studio groups were always handled by a 
particular Party representative unknoma to 


He referred to a group known as the "2-100" formed in 1935 
by the Party which Included those people *o far earns reason insisted that 
their Party affiliation be kept secret* He said that this group Included 
eucb people as Jeff Klbre, Hollywood Labor Organiser (previously identified 
in this running memorandum) and motion picture actor Lionel Stander 
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auu ul5 om iloO bada ^rifioual/ fSiwrid to iu this rmning 

nemarendum* Hj^pbtated that it was hi* understanding that the Communist 
Jhrty actiTxr^^n the studio Industry, as it developed, was handled 
directly with New York in the Banner with which ha was never acquainted* 

He stated that he understood V* J. Jerome was sent out to Hollyaood, 
directly from the Central Coonlttes in New York,* to lay the Party* • 
groundwork In the film industry* 

Concerning John Howard Lawson, hs stated he has never seen 


w om Slog bSoa ^rifioUal/ fSiSrrid 


Tanjrnla Pnrt'.y any jwi iw 


nr pfftftf fc hj t ti ha ifli A momKaw tha 


Party* However^m^ptated it «ae generally an accepted fact, an the 
part of all Part^people, that John Howard Lawscn was the Party's top 
man in the Hollywood Film Industry* Be said that the only evidence ha 
has to substantiate this assumption was an occasion In August of 1937 
when he had reason to contact Lawson directly* 


e called that in August of 1937. Paul Cline, at that tin 




r<Vf'TMl 


ich were to be used to buy an 

Spain* Cline sentH^Bto see Sonia Dahl for clearance before he could 
actually go on thi^asslgnnent * Sonia Dahl wa^l^wife of Edward 
Bibennan and sister-in-law of Herbert BibermanflBHHrecalled that 
he did contact Sonia Dahl which resulted in he^adv^ing Mm that his 
assignment to the position was satisfactory with her, but that he would 
have to be okayed by John Howard IdFscn* 


^^^^^■phere&fter contacted lawscn at his home, the address of which 
he was unable t^recall other than tha fact that it was located in the 
Hollywood hill sJ^^Hpta ted that Communist natters were not discussed 
idien he met IawsoS^S^that the only question whic^g^concerne^wa^^^ 
it was satisfactory with Lawson forflJ^Bb 

He stated that apparently Lawson okayed his assignment 
much as he did make the tfip* 


timrrwj] 


&i November 22, confidential 

informant of the Loe Angeles Office, who 


made available to 

obtained from the Oonaunist Arty Headqu 
dentlal informant 
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the Communist Party in Los Angeles, stated that to the best of her 
recollection they were issued in the late sinner or early fall of 1947* (toe 
of these documents was a resolution manimoualy passed by the executive 
aeubers and invited writers of the Hollywood Cultural Sub-Section 
and deals with the part which film and radio writings play in the 
Marxist movement. 

This resolution was considered following the article written by 
Albert Malts *ich was considered as anti-Marxist by the Cultural group* 

4 The background and further explanatory explanation concerning the Malta 
article, ref erred to above, le set out in that section of this memorandum 
which reviews the testimony given at the October Hearings of the Ob- 
American Activities Committee of the House of Representatives* 

The resolution in part, is quoted as follows i 


"(2) Improvement In the content of the film and radio can be 
attained not through cajoling and maneuvering but only through 
struggle - struggle on the job on the part of the writers and 
artists directly involved, and through their organisations which 
should link their af forts with those of labor and the people 
generally on these Issues; as well as on the ideological 
front through the various journals to which the writers and 
artists should be contributing* 

"This struggle for progressive content Is of profound 
importance to the program of the whole cultural movement, but must 
not be distorted or hampered by illusions which gloss over the 
basically monopolist and reactionary character of the industry* 
This struggle must furthermore be conducted with a consciousness 
of the danger of social-democratic and other pseudo-progressive 
Ideology and content which must be exposed as an aid to the 
reactionary forces in the industry* 

"(3) We recognize our responsibility as Communist writers 
and artists to strengthen the left cultural movement through our 
creative output as well as through organizational activity* 

Mb welcome the plans to found a yarxlst literary quarterly 
as a necessary part of the program to reestablish our 
Influence and leadership in this field* To this magazine, as 
well as to our fresa in general, we pledge our active support 
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"and cooperation* ii Conmnirt cultural workers we shall [lay 
our part In the building of an Independent cultural movement 
in film, radio, theater, and other aedia based on labor and 
the progressive movement* 

"(4) In our discussion last fall, the struggle against 
revisionism was distorted and blunted bJT an exaggerated and 
non-political struggle against bureaucracy* The incorrect 
system of relationship between the county and the section In 
past years, which placed the entire burden of contact upcn ana 
or two individuals, contributed to this distortion* The collec- 
tive guidance of the elected section leadership as well as the 
assumption of political responsibility in the cultural Held by 
the County Board and County Cultural Ccranissioc should succeed 
in establishing proper contact and rectifying this situation* 

"The problem of the artist having adequate time for his own 
creative work as well as for mass activities and contact with 
mass struggles can be solved through the proper application 
of the science of organization - through a proper rationalization 
of the work and division of tasks, doing away with the present 
system where i (1) some burden themselves tremendously while 
others carry hardly a minimum of activity, and ^2) many of our 
talent forces scatter their effectiveness by operating 
Individ ualistically In their organizational activity, without 
working in accord with a collective plan* 

"(5) This discussion has disclosed the necessity on the part 
of all for a deeper understanding of Uarcdsm* It has brought 
forward the all-embracing character of Marxism as a science 
which illumines every field of thought and activity* For 
the further clarification and deepening of our thinking, 
and as a safe-guard against the corrupting influences of 
bourgeois ideology, we propose the establishment of a system 
of classes and study circles In Marxism-Leninism* 

"(6) The present drive of American Imperialism toward a 
third iforld Ifer - a war against the Soviet Union - is by its 
very nature an attack an the democratic peoples everywhere^ 
including the people of our own country* This war drive against 
the Soviet Uhlan urgently demands that all of us respond speedily 
and with all our powers to help mobilize the people against such 
a monstrous and criminal betrayal of humanity*" 
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The other docunent referred to above, obtained by lnfornant 
a meaormndvH from the "Natioial Cultural Conaission*" This 
was apparently prepared by the Farty'e Ha tl anal Committee in 
New lark and points out that great possibilities now exist for the rapid 
development of a labor and peoples cultural moment throughout the 
Halted States* To help realise these possibilities, three mejar things 
must be daaet 


"1. Tfc must help establish a correct ideological and political 
orientation in our cultural work* 

n 2* We must help strengthen existing cultural mass organiza- 
tions and help build new ones In those fields where they do 
not exist* 

"3* We must establish appropriate Party organization for 
cultural work In every area where the possibility of building a 
mass cultural movement exists." 


The memorandum thereafter outlines the methods by which the 
National Cultural Conmdssion expects to accomplish this program* Pertinent 
excerpts from this memorandum are quoted as follows i 
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"The Role. of the National Cultural Cosnisslcn 

”1* The Comnission will develop an educational program designed 
to help achieve clarity an fundamental ideological and political 
questions in the cultural fields* Recent discussions have made 
it clear that there is great need for a continuing struggle 
for ideological and political clarity on such questions ast 
The role of art and culture; Communist esthetics; the role 
of the Marxist writer and artist; the struggle against 
reactionary ideas and trends in the fields of culture (idealism, 
mysticism, obscurantism, racism, decadence, etc); form and content; 
etc* 

> 

The following methods will be used to carry out the educational 
programs 

1* The establishment of cultural Commissions in the Districts* 
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•2* The utilization of the Party educational apparatus for 
discussion of specific questions • 

3* The stimulation of discussions in such organs as Ualnstreaa, 
New Uasses, Political Affairs, Dally Worker, Chicago Star, 

Peoples Iforld, Jewish Life, etc* 

4* The organization of a systematic political training and 
education of cultural cadres, especially Negro cadres* Special 
t attention will be given to training new writers end artists 

of labor and the Negro people* 

"II. The C omission will actively concern itself with the problems 
of mass activity in the cultural fields: 

1* By helping to strengthen existing labor and peoples cultural 
organizations such as Contemporary writers. Peoples Songe, 

Stage for Action, Graphic Arts Workshop, etc, and by giving 
support to efforts which are made to establish new ones* Uass 
cultural activity needs to be developed far beyond the few 
metropolitan centers in which it is now conducted* La many cities, 
labor schools, national group bodies, etc* may provide the 
impetus for organizing mass cultural activities* 

. 2* By helping to develop and by participating in struggles 
around important national issues: 

a* Fight against thought control* 
b« Fight for Federal Arts & Science Bills* 
c* Organize audience groups to fight for democratic films, 
radio, books, etc* 

The foregoing take on the fallowing concrete forms, for example t- 

Flght for rescinding of the 'loyalty oath* executive order of 
free* Truman* 

Defense of Hollywood progressive writers, actors, directors* 
(Washington Ik: -American Committee hearings scheduled for mid- 
September)* 

General fight vs* Thomas-Rank in Committee attack an all fields 
of culture* 
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■Campaign directed toward compelling the New York Board of 
Education to restore ’Citizen Ton Paine’ to circulation in 
New York High School libraries} defense of Don Best} the fight rs. 
Hear st’s attacks an progressive literature* 

The fight against the forthcoming red-baiting, anti-Soviet 
films now in production or planned for early production by 
Hollywood* Fight against chauvinist films (Sang of South, etc.) . 

The fight against the Callahan Act in Michigan* 

The fight against the California Tenny Committees ’Education Bills’* 
The fight against the militarization of science* 
fight against suppression of Robeson* 

Fight for admission of Mexican artist Guerrero and against 
State Department ban on travelling American Art Exhibit* 

Fight to help restore progressive and liberal commentators 
on the radio* 

fight vs* Ehite Bill in Radio* 

" Fight va* Lea Act (anti-petrillo Bill)* 

Federal Arts Bill* 

Fight for Municipal and State support of art centers* 

Help mobilize support for NNC Cultural Divisions in every c can unity* 
Campaigns directed to radio stations, symphonies, libraries, 
professional schools, etc* for employment of negro artists, 
auditions for negro musicians, etc* 

Support to the economic struggle of artists led by their cultural 
unions* 

Rally miens for united labor action between A.F* of L* and 
C.I.O. to struggls for peoples cultural needs* 

i 

3* By encouraging the development of a labor cultural movement 
along two llnet 
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*a. Labor sponsorship and financial support of professional 
production organisations in publishing, radio, theatre, 
film and art - on local, regional and national levels* 

b. Vasa membership participation in cultural activities 
through the establishment of choruses, dramatic groups, 
camera clubs, dance groups, art classes, and. exhibits, 
writers workshops, etc* 

4* By encouraging and development of Independent mass cultural 
media t 

a* Labor and progressive book publishing and distribution. 

b* Film production and distribution* 

c. A Theatre Arte Center in New York City* 

d. Graphic arts production and distribution* 

e. Through the building of a mass circulation for both 
New Masses and Mainstream as well as all other 
publications that fight for democratic content in the 
commercial media, as well as to promote independent 
cultural activity* 
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5* By .the development of Party cultural activities through the use 
of cultural farms in Party education and propaganda* 

a. Film strips 

b* 16 nm films 

e* Theatre - skits and songs 

d* Posters and displays 

e. Chalk talks __ 

f* Choruses 

g. Radio 

Some districts are already developing a Party cultural program 
and have assigned full or part-time personnel to the work* These 
districts have begun to use the professional forces available in 
their cultural sections and branches (artists, writers, radio 
people,. etc.) for the preparation of printed and spoken material. 
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*6. Improving the connection between the National Cultural 
Commission and the District and City Cultural Coenlssiona by» 

a* Establishing regular consamicatians* 
b. calling regional cultural conferences* 
c* Helping to set up Cultural emissions in districts 
and cities and by regular discussion of their work* 
d* Helping to establish regular relations between District 
Cultural Cooalaalon and District Boards and their 
'various Departments* 

The Role of Cultural Sections and Branches 


An examination of the following categories of members will reveal 
a base for the establishment of cultural branches or sections in 
almost every District* 

Musicians, actors, radio writers, authors, teachers, engineers, 
architects, scientists. Journalists, including cultural workers 
who are semi-professional, amateur or students of the arts* 

First Steps In Formation of Branches or Sections 


1* Calling together existing forces to discuss a program of work* 
2. Determination of concentration fields of work* 

3* Assignment of personnel , 

Where there are sufficient forces to build a number of clubs 
it Is advisable for each club to concentrate on the organization 
in one specific field, e»g* writing* 

Where there is one heterogenous club of cultural workers, 
experience has shown that better work will be done if groups are 
established within it responsible for craft concentrations* 

Integration of Cultural Sections 
and Branches in the work of County , 

City and District Organisations * 

1* Regular liaison between Branch and Section, labor, education 
and organization conmlttees and corresponding higher bodies of 
higher organizations* * 
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B I* Current Cccmnlst Party 
Development* and Activities 
In Hollywood* 


As an Indication of the current relationship which exists between 
cultural leaders in the Motion Picture Industry and the national leader- 
ship of the Ccmnunist Party, the following is being set forth t 




f john Howard 

La*30n it'"was — a3cer^SInecr"oinjcToEer""57T5Z7^n5^I^3esired to go to 
New lark to talk to the "people there" prior to going to Washington, D. 
He Indicated that he could see considerable value in going to New York 
and "setting up some of this stuff." Larson was undoubtedly referring 
to formulating the plans which his group was contemplating putting into 
effect in connection with their appearance before the House Camnittee 
on Un-American Activities* 


The Los Angeles Office by letter dated November 8, 1947, advised 
that during the Hearings held by the House Coomittee on Un-American 
Activities, the Cocmunist Party in Hollywood attempted to convince the 
people that the Thomas Camnittee (House Coomittee on Un-American 
■Activities) was a "Catholic inspired coomittee" and stated that Thomas 
was a Catholic and that he and other members of his Coomittee were carrying 
out instructions of the church in an effort to expose the people whom 
the church had singled out far prosecution* 


Following the Hearings of the Coomittee, the Communist Party 
believed that there would be a qualltativ^gal n from the Hearings* 
According to confidential informant Furty believed 
for the first time the tti-American Activitif^ToBS^^W of the House of 
Representatives was on the defensive rather than on the offensive* She 
stated that Dorothy Healey, the Organisation Secretary of the Cocmunist 
Party in Loa Angeles County, did not believe the Hearings were over, 
but that the House Coomittee was "Just licking its wounds** 

[related that the Party claimed a moral 
victory for Ih^JWBFSssTVrtiovement, stating that the House Committee 
had been forced to retreat and that if the Commi ttee CQnilnu&d they wot: 
have to take a different approach* According tol 
confidential informant, the Party believed that 



sufficien 



ridiculed the Coonittee's approach and have brought out the point that 
agencies of the Government, such as the FBI, should handle any kind of 
Investigation and that Congress's business is not investigating an/ part of 
American life* 


Labor Oiainaan 


previously Identified, and 
onminlst Party, have Indicat 



Los Angeles 
ty's 


position regarding the defense of the 10 Hollywood writers and directors 
who were cited by the House C omit tee far contempt of Congress as 
follows* 


It was decided not only to challenge the power of the Comnittee, 
but also to turn the whole thing around 90 that it became an offensive 
rather than a defensive. The Reichstag trials were to be tied In, 
Considerable play was to be made regarding the Constitution and questions 
raised as to the Invasion of Individual rights. 


The tactics to be used called far an aggressive organization to 
carry on the campaign on a broad scale and tie in everything on the above 
basis. The theory of policy of these Communists was that every court 
room can be turned Into a forum and a place for the education of everyone 
who can hear the defense of the Party, 



one of. th^^R-sectlon organizers of the Communist Party in Hollywood, 
it was ascertained that the Communist Party functionaries in the Motion 
Picture Industry were disappointed in a sense at the abrupt ending of 
the Hearings for the reason that it deprived them of an active cause around 
which to rally an attack upon the House Camittee on Un-American Activities, 
Some of the functionaries felt it would be mare difficult to 
enthusiasm for the campaign to eliminate the Committee now that the 
Hearings had ended. 


On December 19, 1947, confidential InformantV^^^^^HpHH^^ 
of the Los Angeles Office, advised that the recent Hearaig^fl^^BEuniS^^^ 
in Hollywood had brought into opposition the entire strength of the 
Communist Party, nationally and even internationally. He said that every 
group or organization attached to the Communist Party, as a front or a 
mask for its activities, has been enlisted to discredit the Investig ation an d 
to have this Camittee of Congress of the united States abolished, 
related that the general theme on which the campaign is carried out i^^^ 
that any investigation on Communism or Conmuniets is an invasion of 
civil rights guaranteed by the Constitution and further that such 
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investigation la a sign of tha rise of Fascism in tha United States. 

Every press itea in tha official press of tha Communist Party and tha 
literature of tha Communist front organisations all repeat tha sans slogan 
and chant tha sane line of propaganda, according to j 



Ha stated that tha following organizations and groups bass fallen 
Into line with tha prograa of the Party: The Los Angeles County Doaocratio 
Conmittea; CIO Industrial tihicn Council} Hollywood Screen Writers Guild} 
Mobilization for Democracyj Southland Jewish Organization} Artists 
t and Science Council of the Hollywood Progressive Citizens of America} 
and the regular daily newspaper #iere the American Newspaper Guild has a 
strong influence. 


He said at the same time the Conmunist Party uses this campaign 
to make the 10 Hollywood figuree cited by the Committee appear as martyrs 
and thus take advantage of the opportunity as a sounding board to get 
their distorted prograa before the American people. 


To further show the close relationship between the "unfriendly* 
witnesses subpoenaed before the Committee and the Cocmuniat party, 
it is significant to point out that included among the legal representatives 
of the "unfriendly" witnesses were Charles J« Katz and Benjamin Uargolls, 
both of whom have been identified as Communists through highly confidential 
sources. In addition, Robert W« Kenny, Bartley Crum and Martin popper, 
all of wham have been associated with the Coeanunist movement to varying 
degrees through Coeanunist front organizations and/or associated with known 
Cpmunists. 



Reliable paid confidential informant 1 
of the T&shingtao Field Office, advised on Februa^T«j» H ,, 

Charlotte Young, the Acting Membership Director of the Com muni st Party for 
the District of Columbia, was employed at Room 100C at the Shorebam 
Hotel doing stenographic and clerical work for the attorneys representing 
the Hollywood "unfriendly" 19. 


' The same informant advised on October 30, 1947, that Charlotte 

Young received a subpoena from the House Un-American Activities Cocsnittee 
on October 27 or 28, 1947, to appear before the Casmittee on October 29. 
According to this source, the subpoena caused considerable consternation 
' in the local Communist Party office to such an extent that HUliam 
Taylor, Chairman of the local Party, ordered all party members to stay 
away tram the Coomittee Hearings. In addition, Charlotte Young was 
instructed to stay away from all Party meetings and under no circumstances 
was she to go to Communist Party Headquarters in 'Washington. . All papers. 
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record*, etc* which would hart Implicated Young in ffcrty affair* were taken' 
from her person aa well aa firm the haste- of her parents where *he resides* 
According to this informant, Taylor was sore upset and concerned over the 
discovery that Young had been a paid employee of the 19 hostile defendants 
at their office at the Shorehas Hotel than he had been about anything 
alee for some time* The informant related that the main objective 
of the Party at that time was to disarrange any knowledge of Cosmunist 
Party affiliations on the port of Charlotte Young* In this' connection. 

It should be pointed out that the Hearings were terminated before 
Young was called as a witness* 
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COLS/UKIST FARIT ACTIVinZS II? HOILrJOOD 
(February 6, 1948 to September 15^ 1946) 


I B. Current Conrunlst Farty Develotwents and Activities in Hollywood 

Confidential Inf origan in January and February, 1946 
reported that the general si tua tioT^D^ne^otion picture industry, resulting 
froir years of infiltration by Communists, was at that tire in a most critical 
state. He attributed this situation to the investigation of Conunism in Hol- 
lywood by the House Coirjrittcc on Un-American Activities in October, 1947, and 
notoriety which that investigation had given to Cosarunist influence cn motion 
pictures. 


This informant attributed this condition partially to a boycott of 
theaters, particularly in the Kiddle V»est and scalier communities, tocaucc of 
the Cor-jiunist taint cf pictures and the employment of knora Cocmnistc and sym- 
pathizers in the making of pictures. 

Another reason, according to this informant, why the motion picture 
industry was in a critical state was due to the fact that producers could net 
decide on what type of pictures to make, fearing that sere pictures might add 
to the reputation of Hollywood as a center of Communist activities. 

Iso stated that Corauunist infiltration cf the motion 
in 1935 and was not unJancwnto the head 3 of the in- 
dustry and, in fact, some of the top studio officials had actually given aid 
to the Communist penetration. This informant stated that in order for the pro- 
ducers to protect the industry and their own financial condition, they bad found 
themselves lined up with the Communist Farty in a united front to oppose any 
investigation of Coniminist inf iltration into the motion picture industry, and 
that the producers now find -themselves working hand in hand with Conjoin is ts, 
Conr.unist fronts, and all elements sympathetic to that cause. 

According to this informant, following the Washington hearings in Oc- 
tober, 1947 the producers had issued a statement that tliey would not employ 
known Communists in the motion picture industry and would voluntarily clean 
house of all such elements. As a result, certain »rUeri and directors were 
discharged, but the movement proceeded no further. ^|^renorted that all the 
efforts of the producers were, at the time of his report, directed toward cov- 
ering up the Com.unist situation in Hollywood and using all possible pressures 
to discredit and, if possible, abolish the House Coranittee an Un-American Ac- 
tivities. 


« Infomar, 

picture industry had 1 
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In April, 1946, informs nt^^^^sta ted that there was considerable un- 
employment in the motion picture inoust^ and very little action in the field 
of production of irotioR pictures. The informant attributed this situation to 
the curtailment of foreign narkets in those countries which were satellites of 
Russia, and secondly, to public opinion within the United .States which considered 
Hollywood studios a 3 a hotbed of Coomunist activities, Hie informant was of the 
opinion that the top executive structure of the industry was making no effort 
to curb the activities of those individuals who had brought about the situation 
within the industry, and that efforts were still being made to hush up any in- 
vestigation or exposure of the industry in activities not to the best interests 
of the United States, The informant went so far as to state that it was fairly 
apparent that those who controlled employment within the industry' were frown- 
ing on any person or persons who openly opposed the Communists or the Corarainiat 
Party. 

In substantiation of this statement, ^HBreported that at 2 meeting 
on March 31, 194B of the Lotion Picture Allian^Wfr the Preservaticnof American 
Ideals, it had been stated that anyone fighting Hollywood Coamnists would have 
to moke great sacrifices in Ids personal affairs. 

Informant SH further reported in February, 1946 that the Jewish 
ouestion was becondn^very apparent in Hollywood. He also stated that Jewish 

- publications themselves were raising the issue that the House Conaaittee and all 
other government agencies or state investigative agencies concerned with the in- 
vestigation of Conumnisn were actually attempting to attack the Jews rather than 
'the Communists. 

The informant stated that the majority cf producers in Hollywood arc 
Jews and that about seventeen of the nineteen "Unfriendly witnesses" subpoenaed 
before the House Conrdttee in October, 1947 were also Jews, that the racial is- 
sue is becoming more and more apparent, and that the producers and those in high 
positions are becoming so sensitive on the subject that they are actually becom- 
ing morbid about it. This altitude, according to the informant, plays right 
into the hands of the Communists who exploit the work of t h^nves t iga tive Cco» 
mi t tee as a sign of rising Fascism in America, Inf orman t ^Mfettribu ted to 
this racial issue the fact that the producers and the entl^^motion picture 
industry were doing all they could to protect the Communists within the ln- 

- dustry and to oprose any sincere cleaning up process such as had been promised 
to the House Committee on Un-American Activities, 

In regard to actual Communist Party activity in Hollywood, during the 
latter part of January', 1946 the Coraamist Party officially took notice of the 


HO 
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Hollywood situation end put out a pamphlet bearing the headline, "Motion Pic- 
ture Workers, Keep Tour Eye on the Ball— the Eight Bali— Tou are Behind It". 

This pamphlet was sent by mall to thousands of motion picture employees and 
others connected with the industry. It was signed by the "Morgan liill Seo- 
tion" of the Coeminist Party, and denounced Iied-baiting and blacklisting, and 
urged the repeal of the Taft-liartley Act and the defeat of congressmen who had 
voted in favor of that Act. 

This pamphlet presented the Comrunist Party program as in favor of 
guaranteed wages, pensions, better seniority and grievance clauses, etc., and 

.n. ~3_.t 4-4> 4V«4 *4e 4 m 1 . _ 

cuiuabtcu uido bu^i g »»Ti r uiuc mi iu uuiijfi<uvu| tuau unci c nao irj j cb icu a- 

bout that fact, and that the "heal trouble is that, there aren't enough Cocni- 
nists in Hollywood. n This marks one of the few times that the Cocr.un5st Party 
officially has directed a message to employees in any particular industry. 

Tilth reference to the Morgan Hull Section of the Communist Pai 
Jlfl^^££ele£_Confidential Informant 

reported that this section had been created “at a meeting of Coia.u 
arty functionaries in November, 1947, and was designed to bring all Party 
reTT.ber^ Tho r-or6 Ai'L unionists into ono section for the purpose of better co- 
ordineting the Party's work of infiltrating various AiL unions. The informant 
estimated the membership at approximately COO, all of whom were AIL m.crbers. 

The informant stated that this total membership did not mean that all members 
of the section rare connected with the motion picture industry, but represented 
all AFL Communists in the Los Angeles area. The informant felt- that it was sig- 
nificant that the above-mentioned pamphlet was directed toward the employees in 
.the motion picture industry where the AFL has complete union control. 

Lore recent information concerning the activities of the Communist 
tself in relation to Hollywood wa3 furnished by Los Angeles Informant 

of the Conr.unist Party). This informant re— 
^^orteuTrauTnelioTlyvo^^iection of the Communist Farty had been revised and 
consisted only of so-called "cultural" and professional Conrunist Farty members, 
and included r.ot only writer*, actors, directors and other people within the 
motion picture industry, but also doctors, lawyers, scientists and other similar 
professional groups. In the past, the Hollywood Section had been coriprised of 
a geographical area rather than a concentration, rliile under the present organi- 
sational setup the term "Hollywood Section" is practically synonymous with "Cul- 
tural Section" because of the character of the membership concentration. In 
July, 1948, this informant furnished figures concerning the standings cf the 
various Coswunist Tarty sections during the then active members hip drive, and 
the Hollywood Section was listed as havine a quota of 25 recruits, but as of 
June 1 not a single new member had been recruited into the Hollywood Section. 
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Tli-? opinion of this informant, was that this lack of new recruits 
might be due in part to the hesitancy of new prospects to "sign up”, or a 
disinclination of the Hollywood ambers to risk exposing thasselves by re- 
cruit irv; efforts* 

The Co rrtrunist Farty, during the first pert of 194$, inaugurated a 
definite program of security, and this "Security Conscientiousness' 1 was be- 
ing taken more seriously in Hollywood tlian elsewhere. 

As an e;sirnl c of thi s interest in security, Los Angeles Informant 

a ir.er.be r of the Coreuni at Party) reported on 
on, attended by John otapp, organizer of th n t 
section. At tills '"eeting, 5 taro laid considerable stress on Party security. 
Stating that no naj.es of Party members are recorded and that ir.c-bership cards 
and serial numbers ho i boon discontinued, tic also stated that Party members 
had bcun instructed to ke^p a constant vigil against spies in the Party and 
against chance revelations of Party affiliation. Stepp told those present 
tliat all Far tv rccoi'ds. excantin? those maintained bv Conr,uni3t Fartv head- 

__ _ — _ ^ ~~ w * «r 

quarters, had been destroyed and that -ill Conr.unist Party caris, as well as 
duplicates of those previously issued, had likewise been destroyed. Ltapp 
indicated that each branch of the Party bad selected cr.;e person at random, 
whose job it was to memorize t'.c naves and addresses of the r.erbors ex' that; 
articular brunch, and that any telephone numbers and sii?i.lnr data necessary 
to be maintained would bo kept in a regular telephone or social notebook in 
alphabetical order, intermingled with the names of iriend3 and business asso- 
. states so that there could be no positive identification of Cocaainist Party 
members as such. 


Inform ntjU^wstuteJ that it was Ids understanding froci dtaop’j 
remarks concerning Part^records for the Hollywood Section that -such records 
were maintained at the national Conamnist Party headquarters for the Party. 

It should be noted t:iat highly confidential sources available to 
the Los Angelos Office have established that no membership records of any , 
kind are maintained at the Cosiiainiat Party headquarters for Lbs Angeles Count* 


Additional Harly Corxunlst Party History and Organization 


New York Informant reported that in f he lat- 
ter n^rt of 1935 the Politica^uoT^^teeoftli^uonsainist Farty commissioned 
V. J, Jerome to visit Hollywood for the purpose of reorganizing the Communist 
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Party’s Hollywood Branch. The reasons for this organization ware twofold: 

(l) Because Lionel -otander, an actor, was considered to be "Too leftist", 
and as a result too difficult to get along with; and, (2) To 3 et up a sep- 
arate branch for the proai nan t professional people who ware refraining from 
Communist Party activities because they felt that they wera exposing the»- 
selves unnecessarily to adverse publicity by openly associating with non- 
professionals who were prone to boast of their Corwunist Party connections, 
and, in fact, their acquaintanceship with prominent Hollywood people. 

According to Jerome, the new Hollywood branch of the Conrunist Party, 
after his reorganization of it, was held responsible to the national office 
of the CorwunLst Party which also took charge of all Coaaiuni3t Tarty money 
coming fron Hollywood. 

Inf orman^^^^BKreparted that during this period, the Cultural 
Cocwittee of the ComjmnT^t Party was in direct contaet with Hollywood through 
its chairman, Lionel Berman, v.ho was frequently consulted as to the advisa- 
bility of the Communist Party's pushing or promoting certain scripts or pro- 
ductions. 

■■jindicai-d that actors bdvard G. liobinson and Frederic Larch 
rero anonjtneuidivlduals who came under Berman's influence. Informant also 
reported that the Communist Party worked particularly hard to promote the pic- 
tures ".Mission to Los cow" ar.d "North Star" and in connection with the first 
nansld picture, issued a directive containing instructions for its promotion. 

Also according to informani^^^^^f the first real impetus to the 
infiltration of the motion picture indiiLLiy ? cs the sending by the Ccranunist 
Party of John Howard Lar.son to Hollywood in about 1941 for the purpose of 
protioting the Party's influence in the motion picture industry. Following 
Lawson's arrival in Hollywood, the national office of the Party would send 
almost any Comunis t who could writo to Lawson, who would take care of such 
writers and thereby help the Party. Among the individuals who the informant 
stated had bean sent to holiywood under Lawson's influence were: Alvah Bessie; 
Hlchael Blankfort; Albert Laltz; and Dalton Trumbo. 

The informant also reported that Blankfort, in addition to his own 
personal reasons for wanting to go to Hollywood, was to be involved in scute 
program with Dmett livery to work on winning Catholics in the Hollywood area 
over to the Cosmunist cause* 

The informant also advised that Dorotty Parker and Donald Ogden 
Stewart assisted Lawson in hi3 work for the Farty, and that it was through 
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Lawson 1 a efforts that Hans Eislcr had been brought to Hollywood. The infor- 
mant further reported that the Screen Tfriters Guild had definitely been under 
the control of the Coanumist Party, which had played a prominent part in its 
organization and development, and that the Cultural Conir.it tee of the Party had 
agreed that control of the Hollywood writers would provide a wedge for the con- 
trol of all Hollywood* Erreett Lavery was made president of this guild because 
the Farty felt that Livery, known as a Catholic, could be -more effective whereas 
a man better known for his Communist connections might be at a disadvantage. 


In connection with the guild, stated that in 1945 it was as 

completely under Comminist Party control <is wa3 the International Workers Or- 
der. 

Inforrant(UH^3tated that he was convinced that the following 
Hollywood personalities are or liavs been members of the Comunis t Party: Alvah 
Bessie ; i'ichacl Blankfort; idllen Brand; Richard Brans ten; Lillian Heilman; 

John Howard Lawson; Albert Ealtz; ftith Ec Kinney; Dorothy Parker; Donald Ogden 
Stewart; and Dalton Tnrr.bo - all writers; John Garfield; Frederic larch; Paul 
nobeson; and Ed ward G. Robinson - all actors; and Alfred Xreymbourg. Ibis in- 
formant al3o advised that the following individuals prominent in the infiltra- 
tion program were close to the Communist Party, although he would not stats 
that they are actual Corsauni3t Party members: Bartley Cna; Fhilip Connelly; 
Norman Corwin; Gene Kelly; Robert Kenny; Paul liini; and Arch Qbler*. It should 
be notet^hat of the individuals mentioned by this informant, Los Angeles In- 
forrant^pW(a highly confidential source) has identified the following as 
members of the Conmunist Party: Bessie; Lawson; ialtz; arvi Truiabo. 
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mony which Louis Budenz had giver^ef ore a Senate Committee in regard to the' 
Communist Farty, and quoted^U^^^s stating that so much money came to the 
Conraunist Party from Hollywood that at one time there wa 3 a jurisdictional 
dispute as to how the money wa3 to be divided in the use for Soviet activities. 
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I. B. COW!DNIST parti eevelofients and activities in houitcod 

(S eptember 36, 1918, to July 15, 191x9) 


During the fall of 191*8, an individual by the name of Sidney Bernstein, 
who is generally known as Sidney Benson, was devoting a considerable portion of 
his time to work on behalf of the Conammist Party. Agents of the Los Angeles 
Office conducted mnerous surveillances which disclosed that a group met with 
some regularity at approximately noon on Fridays. Individuals attending these 
meetings were Sidney Benson, Mortimer Offher, Leona Chamberlin, Iynn Whitney, 
and Margaret Malts, all of whom, with the exception of Benson, have i^he past 
been Identified as Communist Party members by Los Angeles Inf ormant It is 

the opinion of Agent3 of the Los Angeles Office that the above indivMuHs 
comprise the Cultural Conimission for the Communist Party in Los Angeles. 

Also during the latter part of 191*8, surveillances conducted by Agents 
of the Los Angeles Office indicated that John Stapp, Section Organiser for the 
Hollywood Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, spent several days 
each week contacting various men and women employed in the motion picture in dustry 
who have been identified as Communist Party members by Los Angeles Informant^BMfc 
Among the individuals that Stapp has contacted have been Waldo Salt, Louise 
Rousseau, Frank Spector, Joy Carwin, and John Howard Lawson. In addition, 

Stapp attended several meetings with known Communist Party members in the motion 
picture industry. 


On July 17 and 18, 191*8, the 13th District of the Communist Party held 
a convention in Los Angeles and Stapp addressed the convention on the subject of 
the Party's work in the cultural field. He described the entertainment industry 
as a fringe industry under capitalism, but of value in exposing the contra- 
dict: ona in which capitalism is being plunged. In connection with the motion 
picture industry, he cited its inefficient methods, the competition for foreign 
markets, the high overhead for salaries for Vice Presidents, and the utilization 
of speed-ups and loyalty oaths as terrorist methods. 

With reference to Sidney Benson, previously mentioned, he is well 
acquainted with innumerable Cerraunist Party memberb in the motion picture and 
radio industries, and has receive<^verv considerate treatment from such individuals. 
Benson told Los Angeles Inf orman tflU^that he would, be glad when his cultural 
work was over, which the informant^ ecu strued as indicating that Benson was to 
function in some type of organizational capacity in the cultural field in 
Hollywood. 

Indications were received during the fall of 19i*8 indicating that 
financial contributions to the Communist Party were not as freely available 
in Hollywood as had been the case in the past. Los Angeles Inf orman 
indicated that many of the individuals in Hollywood were in financial straits , 
such as the "Hollywood Ten", and that other Party members in high salary 
brackets were inclined to "cover up" and to contribute only to Party functionaries 
and to controlled organizations. 
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During the early part of 19U9 it was learned that the Cultural . , 
Section of the Communist Party in Los Angeles claimed a total mentoership of 
1*0?, which indicated that some 1*00 Party members were employed In the motion 
picture, radio, and allied Industries in the Hollywood area, including individuals 
who were members of various professions, such as lawyers, doctors, scientists 
and authors who, for one reason or another, felt they could not afford to risk 
exposure of their Party membership. At this time it was learned that of the 
1*07 total. 307 members had actually been registered for the current year as of 
Parch, 1949 • this indicated that approximately 95% of the cultural membership 
were an record as Party members for 191*9, and that their dues were paid up to 
date. This was a better record than the county membership as a whole, of which 
approximately 86£ had been registered for the year 191*9 • 

< 

The Cultural Section of the Communist Party is known to have a Section 
Executive Cesar ittee and an Organizational Committee, both of which meet once each 
week. However, the identities of those ccnprising these taro committees are not 
yet known. 


The memberships of the clubs in the Cultural Section are broken down with 
a membership limit of approximately 20, and for the purposes of additional 
security, each club itself is again broken down into groups of six or seven 
members. Of tire club3 in the Hollywood area, the following are known to exist* 

Jacob Leisler (for writers), Aragon (for members in the radio industry), Fiske, 
Frenau, Barbusse, J'cGuirc, and Haldane. ITith reference to the Haldane Club, 
at least half of its membership is reported to consist of comrades with ten or 
more years of membership in the Party, while the balance of the Club is composed 
of individuals considered prominent by members of the Coamunist Party. 

VUIth. reference to the history of the Canrounist Farty in Hollywood, 
the column of Bob Considine appearing in the "Washington Times-Herald" of Parch 
i t 19 U9, stated that late in the 1930's the Communist Farty began to move some 
of its more talented individuals into Hollywood, and that the organizers "found a 
fertile field of endeavor among some of the tinseled souls who had developed a 
guilt complex over their oarnings or a lust for power growing out of an intellectual 
contempt for the pioneers who bossed them." Considine commented that it was a move 
which should be expected inasmuch as products of Hollywood were being witnessed by 
75>*OOQpOO Americans each week, and that Lenin had devoted much thought and some 
wordage to the need of seizing the medium. 
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Con'identir.l Inf or Jan t ^^^■rcper ted that ails rcr fji MtcmoJOUS 

it&BFz 


group of local labor unions i den tinea Tdfca too American Fedora fclen of Inter. 
Tue International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees* Jurisdiction raa 
recognised as the only union organization in Bollyryood for a number cf y e ars. 
However, on two occasions, in 1?21 and in 1?33, strikes were called by this 
organisation which were coapletely unsuccessful. In each case the strike nu 
the result of l. Juri fictional dispute end ra^^roken by aenbers of outside 
unions entering the field as strikebreakers, ted thr t there un- 

successful strikes brought about a very cI'.cotl^cKdli tion in th_- labor field 
in 1933 'hich ccured arny cf the -.orherr to lose ccafid:nce in the riern 
Federation of Labor {/ n.) . Is r result, the Co-rronist Prrty !.rd littl« diffi- 
culty in rwving into the unorganized field with tie Motion Picture rorkers In- 
dus trial Onion. 

In 1?37, after the International Alliance of Th-ntrical Ftrge 
Fjoployecs had reestablished themselves following the disastrous strike In 
1933, one local union emerged covering -hat is hnorra ns the "beckynrfi crafts" 
which craftr- ore normally identified wi th stage end theatrical workers such 
as electricians "nd gripe. TMle till? controversy in 'the trade union aove— 
aunt »a6 continuing in the motion pic tux o Jbudios, a nev abb ck wto at beep ted 
on the established unions by an organization coov.n r: the United 3 tudio 
Tec!mi ch ns Guild. Tfcif Guild was headed b7 Jeff Xibrc Hio 'ns atteaptlng ^ 
to set a? an /Mrvmll Inijnfa i il union. 


£ ^ 


Before the estebli ahnent cf the United f fcudio technicians 
numerous oaaller grovpt such as the Federation of lotion Picture Crrft* md 
r.n organisation vfeiefe V «"*** ’mom as the <X*PtC (Coanftbte of 3ottl Ift to i l 

ref ts| as **eU as an unemployed ocdNsMoe ill ijjt nf iTInj , 

rerp obviously Coanunlst front groupa^hed to estate T a cn ef * 
the onions r hich wvre clro&dy crgt.nl sad wader tto AJl. * j t b » t r fly * 
the. struggle for doainntion within the labor soreaent Inutile aotlcft 
picW^atudic* did not dev-lop into a aajtr o f te wtty uMM&^l9d^bea the 
principal fee tor in establishing the iuportrnce of the United Studio Technicians 
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Guild fight T?a» a dec 111 on of tho Rational Labor delations Board nhich 
challenged tho validity cf a ceo tract rhlch tho International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage ^tployeeo had entered lato la 1996* FtfELoal ag thl^'do* 
dale* thero cos held an electloa ^hich wsjrcanlyiliaif^f^f ps4S%M 
by B>e Unitari Stortio Technlduae Oolld. Tkic 'rleeticn-TvmilWf Hi tfao 
International Alii moo of Tfc-etrfcrl Strge fbployoeo' timing by o. rube tea tlal 
majority. Ikrrevcr, Local ^ 6 44 cf the International- Alllrace of Bieafcrl cal 
Stage Employees ?nd Herbert X. Sorrell, rho had only recently cone late . 
power In thin Union, did not support the other AFL anions, actively campaigning 
on the side cf the United Studio Technician* Guild. Sorrell's Co'mnlst con- 
t nections r lll be 'alien ai separately In this srctlon cf the memorandum. 

FolloTing the def at cf ‘the United Studio Technicians Guild, Klbro disappeared 
frou the Jlcllyrc.-d .-notion picture cfadio lobor '"leld .md his orgrnixatlon dis- 
solved. ■ - 

. . 

"SET : 

IXirlng the years of 1977 and 1938, the AFL rnd nffilloted unions 
in the -lotim picture Industry in Hollyrood rere groetly disturbed over the 
Co’-nunists’ efforts to itt-cI: or disturb the union .-nd consequently ot the - 
union's 35th Convention held ct Louisville, Kentucky, ^roo June 3 to 6, 1940, 
a report ’v.s prepared -Mch set out numerous exhibits In the fora -f letters *- 

written by *itier Jeff ulbre, ufor* ^-ntioneu, ''r Hey Hudson, r nr.tienel ^ 

functionrry cf the Comuni s t Party he is ct present PictrJct L : der c"tho 
Party In tie Pittsburgh t-reo. S:is report, c phe tcgir.phic copy cf vhich is 
orfiitnlned in the files o? this Bureau, contains • lengthy report of Jeff 
Xibre dated April f 3 > 1?2S, in Uollyrecd, entitled "F.eport on Fcllyrcof ... 

F.tvicn^f 21cp ■’nd .-Objective- for Past Several ilonths". One portion cf it 

refers to e studio anemploynirnb conference representing r group of unions » 

naj guilds bended together in a bread anti-Int-r-nntionrl AUicnce of Theatrical 

Stage Eaployc s oovement ns a preliminary to the fonttion of an industrial 

union. 

ft* J bit ft of this report Is Jeff fibre's letter te cnc Beh Teed . # 

of 136 Test If Ui Ctrc t, York City, dated Februr ry 9, 1938. Feed ia 
identified in the report by J. r. Bussell, Secretory cf the Loe Angeles 
Cc-rtrol Labor Council, r _• r. ?e.£jsr cf the Actors' Equity in Her Tcrk end an 
active or g ni 7 . or for the Corruinlst Party. In this n-gt-rd XI bra rritee, j$, , Jr ~ ' 

' *T Tr ’ll, one tiling rbout the Pels, they ecldc-n -Tit- e cc. t cn business." _ 

* Kibre refers to himself in the letter -s the "undercover field raprermfct ti m, J " *• 

• for CIO in Holly r ord Kibre states "In V>e « an time I *-?sh you muld dlscai^ w* 
the "ttter cf 'I. A.' (international Ailli-nce of Ibec tricsl Stage ®«ploycea) ' ^ 
rction rJth Jach ftrchrl (nr.tional fuenc tionary cf the ^oaamiat Party) end 

th" necessity cf uy getting in touch — 1 tJn conb ets in tho various cities. T - : 
have tcLcn It ni r! th I’*ul Clin*, (trt that ti r- Los /ngrles Cp-nqjiiat Pnrty 
functienar;.') but I c feels 0 perienr-1 cppc/il to you or V. J. (F. J. Jerome) 
it ther'thcn camunicatinr through official rh-imela * c Id get quicker results." 
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SxhlMt *4 of this report la * latter fro* Toy Hudson, identified • * 
above, to Conrads Lambert at ?u Franc iaco, e copy of thin latt r being eent 
to Paul dine in LojL^*cel~n. Oils latter an* dated 3m* 2L f 
identified Laabert a* roller Laabert, e oadber of the fitacoUn Cndttc;- if. 
the California Covcmmiet Ports** Rcy Hudson, in the letter, States *0n the 
basis of the rbove, if rtat to at there ahnuld be a thorough ree.'xsdas tie* 
of the -*£ ode ef r a ric of our people in Hollywood and especially the approach 

to the I.A.T.G.L finally, I think that re should by en$ keep closer 

contact end have » core systematic change of inf emotion t'fcreen our people 
in the 1. A.T.F-.E. in Holly ood end the people here in New fork. Hereafter, 

I rhen communications ere rent they will be brought directly to the attention of 
our fmetion * ere. Li'oerise re rcruld like to heve the na-ies of people in 
Rollyood in this orgoni nation fcJi ’-hem our people l^'C could correspond 
directly." 


Motion Picture Torkem In^us triel Union 

Inforrvmt^B^Br t~ ted that' this vc* en independent group coapletely 
under the control cf &o’Smist elements rjid tiling orders J irectly fron local 
Con-mnist Party leaders. In the short tlue betrecn ths creation cf this 
union in January of 1?34 and /pril of 1935, it bad obtrir.--! a lrrge mnb:r 
of eubcrc '■nd rrs rell cn its ~ny to V coning the loading union in Hollyood. 
Korever, r. out tH t tine instructions rc-re sent cut by tie Centro 1 Con^dttee 
ef the Cou^jnist Party tint ti.® Party ’ rd changed J \e line frou that of ad- 
vocating the cr~r ticn of c-eprrr t° unions under Co i uni s t control to thr.t cf 
affiliatpng c ; it! existing unions rith the hope of taking over the control of 
these groups. In Ho'lyrerd the Conuunist activity ras directed, at affilirting 
■ i th the AFL groups. Here instructions coiled J *or the liruidetion of all 
Independent unions and their jenbers rent in to the AFL unions. This policy 
*as followed by the Motion Picture TTorkr* Industrial Onion ich resulted in 
the gradual disintegration of this union. It ~sz of fic. f r.l'y ''Jssclved in 
February of 193-6. 


these 


According to^f^^'uring this sc. .e period tie CIC ’as being 
orgrnlsod by John L. Ler^^nd several attempts rare nado by the CIO to 
organize in the notion picture ?ndusbry. Here mre rt that tine appro J 

•25 Labor unions c r various types in tlie iictiotf picture industry. Gone of 
•rcre af^ilio ted *> i th thi fTL and U.e bc.lance rere independent anions. 

: stated that in 1737 Herbert S. Sorrell beccae the President cf tlie Stni* 

Painters Local 644 of the International Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
md ?eperlirnp>rc o* Aioric.a, AFL. This union as r. ne w ly retivnted API group*-, 
corre' 1 ! noon b c* the lender of tlie Coe iunist factions enong Hollyood labor 
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Alliance 

herein, ntated that the Conference of Studio Unions was forced ty 
nearly the sane group of unions that had formed the COUP AC (Committee of 
Motion Picture Arts and Crafts), the Unemployed Conference and several 
other labor groups which had sprung up in Hollywood during the late 1930s* 

One significant addition, he relcted, rfcich had been made to this rproup 
"p.s Lccrl ." 6 P .3 of the International Alliance of Theatrical StrJH^hplpj’e :n 
which 5c a union composed of studio technicians. lie relatod" tra^ thn" 1 ' ■' 
Conference cf Studio Unions took up the Communist fight i^ere the United 
Studio Technicians Guild lmd left off only utilising a different tactical 
approach. The Conference of Studio Unions was designed to r on a redge ~ 
between the membership of the AFL end the International Onions of the AIT* and 
et the same time to establish a solid front of those unions which the Coo- f 
aunists had been able to bring into their orbit. *• 


Confidential Infomo eftrs to this group r: a snail con- 

pact organisation composed cf de^gj^es or represent tives of a bloc of - 1 

labor unions in the Hollywood motion picture industry -hi eh is under the 
control of the Communist Party operating through its members in those unions " 
ahi^i ’Jive captured key positions. It las further been described as a * i^jg 

Hollywood studio labor group at Ret rs tiie control 'md steering coami t tee 


••*-hich coordinates anc directs Comunist union e.c iivi tios, looking^ toward 




the taking ever of all studio workers and their unions <nto^tti^^p‘»*uni 6 fc. -»4 
Party orbit. Pie Conference o r e tudio Onions, according i s the-. 

organir.r ticn upon "hich the Com-sunist Party r ell on ^cr •venraS^oaplc te *' f 
domin'- tirn ’ motion picture unions. . 1 . , f ^ 
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As the Conference "f Studio Unions organization, developed, 

|-ol%tad, Herbert Cornell begsn to emerge rs the overall -leediq^ , 

the Communist franc tion in the Hollywood notion picture studio unions, 
lie stated that the Conference cf Studio Unions 'mo cfficially ergnni *e& in r yr 
1941 at which time Its activities were outlined * s '‘ollo^st be organize ell| .. 
unorganized groups is U:c Audios into unions hi oh the Co&ejunlrfto cottkf^nS%. ; f 
control and. the absence <~f any union to su&t the purticalg^CTttf t, place 
Torkewc in the Painters Union “hich was beaded by 3crrel4. HH|Kr 
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that the Conference of Studio Unions, folio wing its organization in I9l*l, . 
supported the Coanurist Party line completely, carrying on a program of 
agitation in 'which they cried for local autonomy and democratic unionism 
generally advocating contempt and disregard far the authority of officers 
within the union above the local level* 

The unions, as of October, 194*6, which composed the Conference 
of Studio Unions vnere as follows* It will be noted that of the eleven 
unions listed, ten are associated with the AFL: 


Local 

Screen Set Designers 
Local lli21, AFL 

Screen Publicists Guild 
Local 11*89, AFL 

Screen Story Analyst Guild 
Local 11*88, AFL 

Screen Cartoonists Guild 
Local 852, AFL 

Moving Picture Painters and 
Scenic Artists, Local 61*1*, AFL 

Special Officers and Guards 
Local 193, AFL 

Building Service Employees 
Local 278, AFL 

Studio Carpenters 
Local 9l*6, AFL 

Studio Electrical Workers 
Local 1*0, AFL 

Studio Sheet Metal Tiorkers 
Local 100, AFL 

Studio Machinists 
Local Cinema Lodge 1185 


Parent Organization 

Erotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and Paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, 
and paperhangers of America 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers of America 

Building Service Employees 
International Union 

Building Service Employees 
International Union 

United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners of America 

International Brotherhood of 
Electrical V.'orkera 
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related that since the origin of the Conference of Studio^ 

Uhlans, severaj. strikes have developed in the motion picture industry 
which basically '•"ere the result of jurisdictional disputes between the Com- 
munist bloc or Conference of Studio Unions and the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees under the leadership of Richard TTalsh, Inter- 
national President. 


. un^na 
ie^^To 


Concerning thes^strikes participated in by the Conference of 
Studio Unions, Inf orman tj^^^fehas advised that they were not legitimate labor 
disputes but rather striKe^oy a group of Comnunist dominated local unit 
using the question of jurisdiction as an excuse to create a strike, 
stated that these disputes have been attempts by the Cocx’unist elemeJ 
disrupt the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, and that 
the Coramnist issue war usually the question around which the dispute re- 
volved rather than the issue of rages, hours, or -.forking conditions. 

He related that Herbert K. Sorrell, head of the Conference of Studio Unions, 
received the support of the Conwunist Party locals in these jurisdictional 
disputes. 

^H|^mHprelated that during the period of the Conference of 
Studio Unions’ development, the Comrunist propaganda machine was making 
full use of the war 2nd the period of cooperation with Russia in order to 
strengthen its position in Hollywood. The Coraunistsduring this period 
established several political fronts, according to^^^^^^and made 
successful penetrations into several of the active crSW^and guilds 
within the motion picture industry. This struggle for po v «r within the 
Hollywood studio motion picture -unions was climaxed by the 19h5 Jurisdic- 
tional dispute. 

Inf orman t^Kgpela ted that on March 12, 19i*5> a jurisdictional 
dispute between the ConRrence of Studio Unions and the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees precipitated a strike vhich waa 
purely political in character and was an attempt on the part of the Con- 
ference of Studio Unions to break the International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees unions in Hollywood . ^^^Hbontinued that from March 12, 

191*5* until July 26, the Communist Parc^Tine in the United States was one 
of collaboration which hadljeen adopted at the time Russia was invaded ty 
Germany in June of I9I1I. He stated that in view of this, the Connunist Party 
did not take an active part in this strike. However, on July 28, 191*5, the 
Communist Political Association reverted to the tenets of the Conmunisl 
Party, USA, and elected William Z. Foster as the new National Chairman. 1 
related that on this occasion the Party announced that it would relinquish 
its Browder revisionist policies and return to the basic Marxist- Leninist 
principles. Immediately after the change in the Party Line, the Consunist 
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press began to support the strike and the Cormunist Party in Los Angeles . 
began to issue leaflets through its various branches calling on the workers 
to man the picket lines in the strike* 


As a further verification of the Communist Party's attitude 
toward this strike, it should be pointed out that on March 15, 19hS t the 
*?est Coast Communist newspaper, the daily "People's ’.Vor Id", carried an 
editorial captioned "End the Movie Strike at Once". This editorial pointed 
out that strikes in wartime were not under any circumstances permissible 
and farther went on to discuss at length the fact that there la no excuse 
far any kind of a strike when the nation is at war. However, an editorial 
appearing in the July 2U» 191*5, issue of the People's ’Yorld captioned 
"Support the Strike of the Film Unions" reflected that this motion picture 
strike was no longer a jurisdictional dispute as it had originally been 
represented to be by the producers but that it has now been revealed to be 
a strike of the union versus anti-union forces. The editorial concluded 
by stating that every effort should be made by all conscientious workers 
to support the strike in every way. 

According to Informant^^^^Ut was obvious that the Coimunist 
Party and its members were whippj^^^ne situation toward the violent stage. 
During October of 19ii5 numerous individuals mere injured and violence 
reached such a pitch that the public and traffic were not permitted in the 
vicinity of T.'arner Brothers Studio. Tills strike was settled on October 29, 
19h5» when an agreement was reached between high AFL union officials and 
Eric Johnston of the Motion Picture Producers Association. 

Confidential Informant j^^J^related that the real purpose of the 
* Conference o-f Studio Unions was two— fold* first, the union desired to keep 
the general labor situation agitated in line with the Communist Party pro- 
gram of creating confusion in the United States; and, secondly, to maintain 
intact the leadership of Herbert K. Sorrell. 



A strike was again called on Septem ber 26. 19k 6. by the Conference 

'who was I n charge 
^advised 

again^purely jurisdictional matte? WCTTOI the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees and the Conference of Studio 
Unions. They stated that this was merely a continuation of the previous 
strike in 19l>5 which lasted far some eight months. Tills strike resulted 
in numerous strikers and union leaders being arrested in Los Angeles. 
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According to the records of the 

October 11, 19U&» 26 defendants were arrested at the Technicolor Studios, 
charged with violation of Section 23*10 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code 
which is parading without a permit. Following the arrests, however, this 
Section of the Municipal Code was declared unconstitutional by the Appellate 
Division of the Los Angelee Court which resulted in all 26 defendants' being 
dismissed. 


■HHHHHJHfljstated that on October lb* 19b6, 208 defendants 
were arreste^a^STumoi^studios charged with violation of failure to abide 
by the Court's injunction which prohibited mass picketing at the studio unions* 
Of the original number arrested, 113 defendants pled guilty; Ul were dismissed 
for lack of evidence; U7 were found not guilty; 6 defendants are off the 
calendar pending other action while 1 defendant jumped bond and there is at 
present a bench warrant outstanding for him. The disposition of these cases 
involved fines being levied against those convicted ranging from £30 to §200 
each. 


The records also reflected that on October 26, 19b6, 125 defendants 
were arrested at Columbia Studios for violation of fAinicipal Code 23.10 
(parading without a permit). Of the 125 arrested, 3 defendants were dismissed 
for lack of evidence; 11 pled guilty, receiving fines up to §25 or sentences 
up to 5 days; 30 were convicted, in most cases fines being imposed of frcan 
§10 to 375, however, some fines were as high as 3150; and in the case of James 
Shelton, he was sentenced to 30 days in jail. All of the above have appealed 
their cases. The trial on the additional 61 defendants is slated for October 
* 1? pending .the appeal of the 30 persons convicted in this case. 

On .November 15, 19U6, 696 defendants were arrested at Columbia 
Studios charged v/ith violating Municipal Code 23.10 (parading without a 
permit). Of these 600 pled guilty to the charge and each one paid a fine 
of $25; 86 defendants were dismissed for various reasons, it being pointed, 
out by the Los Angeles City Attorney Donald M. Red wine that many of the 
officers used to make these mass arrests who were inexperienced and not in 
permanent status with the Police Department. Consequently they could not 
be used to testify which resulted in insufficient evidence in many cases. 

The records also reflected triat two persons made bail and forfeiture was 
- made later resulting in bench warrants being issued for these two individuals. 

. 6 defendants were taken off the calendar because they are defendants in 

Superior Court on conspiracy counts and will be referred to hereinafter. 

On November 16, 19b6, at Columbia Studios, an additional 12b de- 
fendants were arrested for violation of the California Penal Code I66.b which 
has reference to the disregarding of a Superior Court order which in this case was 
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an Injunction prohibiting mass picketing* Of the 12U defendants, 70 were ^ 
convicted* The minimum fine for each person was $300 and the maximum fine 
Tins $300 and one year in Jail* 13‘ defendants were dismissed by the court 
because of insufficient evidence or the temporary status of the policemen 
making the arrests* 39 defendants were dismissed upon a motion of the City 
Attorney, and 2 defendants will be tried in October, 19b7* 

In addition to the above figures,^^^^^^^^^^^^Hpointed out that 
there were 10 individual arrests made at vaHW^xocafion^in the Hollywood 
area In connection with the motion picture strike* 


Under date of November 22, 19ti6, the Los Angeles Daily News contained 
an article which reflected that felony indictments had been returned by the 
County Grand Jury on that date against lb Hollywood film leaders for activity 
in the film strike* The article reflected that the lb so indicted rere 
arraigned before Judge 'Villi am K. McKay and subsequently freed on $5,000 bail* 

*TV acta fnl 1 • 

111VOB ’>04 w CAM AWAAVMM* 


Herbert K. Sorrell 
Aver ill Berman 
Ed Gilbert 
Norval Crutcher 
Janes Skelton 
Andrew Lawless 
Louis Whitman 


Matthew Hatison 
Carl Head 
Russell UcKnight 
John Martin 
Roy Tindall 
Frank Drdlik 
Tiilbur R. Higbie 


Specifically, Sorrell is accused of advising and encouraging the 
Conference of Studio Unions* members in their picketing of Columbia Studios* 
Berman is alleged to have incited pickets at L'etro-Goldwyn-ilayer Studios during 
* which demonstration several Depity Sheriffs were injured. Gilbert, Katison 
and Frank Drdlik are charged with having incited pickets to disregard court 
orders at various union mnetings. Lawless was accused of an attack upon Henry 
Siccardi, a non-striking film technician, on October 22, 19b6. Sorrell, l&tison 
and Gilbert are also named as having advised picketing of Columbia Studios on 
November Hi, 19b6* The other men are alleged to have directed picketing 

A- J * A J . 

acuviuog f 

On July 19, I9b7* FVank Barnes, Assistant District Attorney in 
los Angeles, California, related that the indictments against Berman, Skelton, 
Tindall and Drdlik were dismissed because of insufficient evidence* He also 
stated that a challenge to the indictment had been presented which contended 
that the Grand Jury had not been selected In a manner provided by law. He 
stated that the Grand Jury did not represent a true cross section of society* 
Following is a brief background as well as the Com uniat affiliations of each 
of the individuals originally indicted: 


» 
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AverlH Joseph Berman 


Berman Is a Radio Comerrtator who resides at lll6-Ii/5 Tamarind, 
Hollywood, California, He was born on April 19, 1919, at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. Berman was released on bond on November 19, 191*6, after having 
been charged with violation of California Penal Code, Sections 182, Lo 9, 166, 
21*5 and 51Q* ^ith regard to Berman's Corarunist connections, there exists 
to date no documentary evidence of his membership in the Los Angeles County 
Coumunist Party, However, he has been active on behalf of Cocmunist front 
organizations in the Los Angeles area. A pamphlet was made available entitled 
"Campus Currents", which is a bulletin published by the Four Freedoms Club of 
the American Youth for Democracy, in Los Angeles. Page 1 of this bulletin for 
November 12, 19L5, carried a heading, "Averill Berman, Addresses First AYD 
Meeting." The article stated that Berman, CIO reporter and Army orientation 
lecturer, highlighted the first meeting of the Four Freedoms Club on Friday^ 
Novembe^lO, 191*5* On January 9, 19L6, Confidential Plant Inf ormant 

the Los Angeles Office, made available documentary evid^^^^* 
made by Berman at the American Youth for Democracy Conference 
held on October 21, 19^5» at Los Angeles City College. 




infor mant of the Los Angeles Office 
Section of the Communist Party,' 
29, 191*6, distributed by the 


Executive Comittee of this Section of the Communist Party urging macbers 
to attend a mass meeting scheduled for July 29, 191*6, at the Gilmore Stadium 
Auto- Parking Lot". Agents of the Los Anteles Office attending this meeting 
reported that Gordon TJilliams, candidate for the 59th Assembly District, 

• State of California Legislature, was the Chairman of this meeting and that 
he introduced Averill Berman. Following Berman's talk, 'Williams introduced 
Emil Freed as Chairman of the 59th District Corsnunist Club. 


The East Side Journal, a local Los Angeles newspaper, on ??arch 27, 
191*7, commented on the opinion expressed by Averill Berman in his news 
analysis over radio station KTTA. The newspaper specifically reflected that 
Berman pointed out the danger of Fascism in. the proposed outlawing of the 
Coiwrunist Party and that he stated that the battle ground "has changed to the 
comranity where we must fight the corruption of our educational system, police 
force and local courts". 


Norval Dixon Crutcher 


Crutcher is Secretary-Treasurer of Local 683 of the Film Technicians 
Union, International Alliance of Theatrical and Stage Qnployees. He resides 
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•t 2050 Hightower Street, Los Angeles, California. Crutcher was born in . 
Louisville, Kentucky, on October 17, 1889* Oliver Meeks of 111 TTest 7th 
Street, Los Angeles, stated that Crutche^joine^th^CoOTunist Party in 
1937 under the name of Noman Neman* discontinued 

paid informant of the Los Angeles Off I^^^^^^^^formerly a member of the 
Los Angeles Police Department assigned to Communist and radical investi- 
gations, related that Crutcher Joined the Columnist Party on September 27, 
1937, under the name of Homan Neman, having been recruited into the 
Party by Sidney Uartin who was at that time one of the most active Com- 
munists in Hollywood. 


a functionary 

of the CcmnunisT Party in Lo^ngeles, it was ascertained that in 19hii 
Crutcher held 19bh Conmunist Political Association Card U7U39* According to 
this source, the membership card was issued on December 6 , 19Mj* Through 
this same source, it was also ascertained that Crutcher was also a member of 
the commission which governed the cultura^and miscellaneous groups in the 
Hollyrood area. Confidential Informant ^H^elated that in 1 9hh, Crutcher 
was a member of the Hollywood Democrat! ^Conwittee, an organization known to 
have been infiltrated by and under the influence of Comunists. 


Frank J* Drdlik 

This individual, who is a neither of the Set Designers Union #1L21, 
resides at $922 Carlton T.ay, Hollywood, California. Drdlik was born on 
August 19, 1901, in Yugoslavia. He was naturalized on February 20, 1922, 
in Douglas County, Nebraska, having Certificate #1659L3L. On May 17, I9L7, 
an extremely reliable but highly delicate source advised that Drdlik was a 
member of the Conmunist Party. The record which this source made available 
was dated on December 11, 19U?, and indicated he most probably had Coranmist 
Party membership card ^1*992$. 


Edward IfcCrc. 


Gilbert 


Gilbert, who is Business Agent of the Set Decorators Union #1L21, 
resides at 1051 East Magnolia Avenue, Burbank, California. Gilbert, who is 
13 years of age, has been affiliated with the C om unlat Party in Los Angeles 
for a considerable length of time. Through a highly confidential but 
thoroughly reliable source it was ascertained on February 11, I9h7, that 
Gilbert had returned from special leave to the TThitman Branch of the Communist 
Party. 

Confidential Informant the Los Angeles Office 

who is a member of the Communist Farty^attendecMOioinecomlng party of the 
Walt Whitman Comunist Party Club in Los Angeles on December 1, 19L5, held at 
the home of Art and Evelyn Shapiro, both Coomunists, in honor of returned 
veterans* According tc this reliable source, Gilbert was in attendance at 
this meeting. 
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This same source advised that on January 11, I9h6, at a meeting 
of the Whitman Club cf the Concunlst Party, Gilbert was nominated for the 
position of Chairman but declined after George Sandy, Los Angeles County 
Financial Director of the Conrrunist Party, stated that Gilbert was "tied 
up in studio unions". 

Carl C. Head, also known as Earl Clark Head 

Head is chairman of the Conference of Studio Unions and Assistant 
Business Agent of the Painters Union Local He resides at XU3 North 

tariposa, Los Angeles, California. 

Head, who is 51 years of age, has not been identified as a member 
of the Comunist Party in Los Angeles to date. 

Ti'ilbur K. Hlgbie, also known as Ray Higby 

Eigbie, who la a member of the Carpenters Union Local #9ii6, resides 
at 909^ South Catalina Street, Los Angeles* Hlgbie, who is 1 j 7 years of age, 
has no previous Comunist record according to the Los Angeles Office. 
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Herbert Knott Sorrell 

Sorrell Is the Business Agent of Local tf6hk, Studio Painters 
Union, AFL, and is the President of the Conference of Studio Unions. Sorrell 
resides at 1153 Norton Avenue, Glendale, California. At the tine of his 
arrest in November, 19L6, Sorrell was h9 years of age. 



cords also show that Sorrell 
, on a gambling charge* As a result of this 


' The 

was arrested on November 

arrest, he was fined $10 and given 5 days in jail* In October, 1916, 

Ton Cavitt, Representative of the California Tenney Ccrarittec Investigating 
Un-American Activities, provided the Los Angeles Office with a photograph 
of a receipt for a Conrunist Party membership book #60622 on which appears 
the signature "Herb Stewart"* The signature appears to have been started as 
"So" and then the "T" written over the "o". This receipt refers to book 
#7U203 signed "Herbert* Stewart" • 

furnished tn^^o^^ngele^jnTcl^^Jun^o^iyzu^^ff^^^^^^roirmmnist Party 
registration blank filled out in handprinting under the Party names "Herbert 
Stewart". The Bureau's Laboratory, after a handwriting comparison, positively 
identified the document as having been prepared by Herbert X. Sorrell. The 
Los Angeles Office has no documentary evidence of membership on the part of 
Sorrell in the Comunist Party or the Cormunist Political Association since 1938* 
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In Los Angeles, it was ascertained on uotober Jl, that a discussion 

lots had regarding the strike situation participated in by mothers of the 
Hollywood Section of the Los Angeles County Conrrunist Party# During this 
discussion the probability of having Herbert Sorrell actually Join the 
Communist Party was discussed. MacClelland, who at that time was a func- 
tionary of the Hollywood Section, terminated this discussion by stating 
she had discussed this possibility with Sorrell, who advised her he had 
considered it but decided not to because he would turn red in the face 
if someone vnere to ask him if he were a member and it was necessary for him 
to reply that he was not, knowing himself that he actually was. MacClelland 
stated that Sorrell had advised her he was conscious of the class struggle. 

A 6-page information bulletin released by the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees dated November 13, 19ii5, entitled "The Record 
of Herbert K. Sorrell, President of CSU (Conference of Studio Unions) aid 
Strike Leader in the Hollywood Strike Conr.encing March 12, I9i;5>" was obtained. 
The subheading fcr this bulletin was "Communist Activities from 1939 up to 
the Present time*. According to this bulletin, Sorrell was associated with 
the following organizations. The following quotations are taken directly 
from the bulletin* 

"1. Motion Picture Democratic Committee. Herbert K. Sorrell was 
a member of this Executive Board and continued actively to 
support the new position of the organization, which was in 
strict conformance with the Communist Party line. 

"2. Hollywood Democratic Committee. Herbert K. Sorrell now 
emerges as a member of the Executive Board of this organ- 
ization, whose program is Just the reverse of its predecessor 
where he was also a member of the Executive Board. 

"3. Labor’s Non-Partisan League. Herbert K. Sorrell was State 
President of this organization and opposed the tt^trd term 
for President Roosevelt, denouncing him for leading us into 


Patterson Slate. This organization opposed aid to England and 
was strictly isolationist. It followed the Gocnranlst Party 
line and was in sympathy with the aims of the Party. 

Workers Alliance. Herbert K. Sorrell was one of the speakers at 
a mass demonstration of this organization before the Hollywood 
District SRA headquarters, 2 US South V.cstem Avenue, March 7, 19U0. 






"6. National Federation for Constitutional Liberties* The 

Attorney General of the United States has pronounced this 
organization to be a Communist front* Herbert X. Sorrell 
in the official announcement of the meeting appears as 
one of the sponsors of this organization* This organization 
has followed every twist and turn of the Conmunist Party 
Line and is still in operation* 

“7* Tanks Are Not Coning Conmittee. Herbert X. Sorrell was 
listed as one of the speakers at the Student Union, Uni- 
versity of California at Los Angeles, on April 18, I9b0* 

The purpose of the meeting was to induce the students of 
the college to stage a ‘peace strike' • 

"8. Schneidennan-Darcy Defense Conmittee* Herbert K. Sorrell 
was a member of the conmittee to protest the deportation of 
William Schneiderman and Samuel Darcy, two top officials of 
the Communist Party* 

"9. Earl Browder. Sorrell sent a petition demanding the immediate 
release of Earl Bro-wier, head of the Cormunist Party in the 
United States, during his incarceration in the Atlanta 
Penitentiary* 

"10* Leo Gallagher Testimonial. Sorrell v;as one of the sponsors of 
a testimonial dinner given in honor of Leo Gallagher, Communist 
.of the law firm of Katz, Gallagher and Hargolis, given at the 
TJilshire Bo~l in Los Angeles on June 2, I9lll* 

"11. Harry Bridges Committee to Defeat Deportation* Herbert Sorrell 
was one of the signers of an open letter addressed to the 
President of the United States protesting the deportation of 
Bridges* 

"12. American Youth for Democracy. On December 1, I9iih, the AID 
in the Los Angeles^ area held a meeting for the celebration 
of the first anniversary of the change of the name Young 
Coraunist League to American Youth far Democracy* Herbert X* 
Sorrell was one of the s x»nsors of the meeting. 

"13* People’s TJorld Press Conference* The People’s VTorld is a Com- 
munist publication on the best Coast* On August U, 19li3> a press 
conference was held for the benefit of this publication at 2936 
T7pst 8th Street, Los Angeles, California. Sorrell was one of the 
sponsors of the conference* 
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"14. Third Annual Convention, Los Angeles Count/ Communist Fart/. 

This convention was held April 29 and 30 and Maj 1, 1939, at 
121 Vest ldth Street, Los Angeles. Herbert K. Sorrell has 
denied that he has ever been a member of the Conmmiet Part/. 

A photostat lc copy of the minutes of the above Comsunlst con- 
vention shove the following names written on the back page: 
William Schne lderman , State Secretary of the Communist Party, 
District 13; Don Healy; High Vllkins; Herb Sorrell and Urchel 
Daniels." 

Andrew Lawless 

Lawless is a member of the Studio Painters Union #644 and resides 
at 10736 Lawler Street, Loa Angelas, California. At the time of hie arrest 
Lawless gave his age as U 5 . 


On October 4, 1946 , 

Loe Angeles, advised the Los Angeles Office by telephone 

Andrew Lawless, a carpenter, vaa taking a leading part in the etud .10 strike 
In Hollywood. He descrlbedJHm^^P^Andrew ae a "right-hand man of Herbert 
Sorrell." He stated ^m^^^^^^^^oyalAmerlcan citizen who was not a 
member of the Cosmrun 1st Party^H^Jj^H^pTurther related that 
readily admitted the fact that tnerewer^numerous Communists in the Conference 
of Studio Unions. 


Confidential Xnformant|^^Mof the Loa Angeles Offl 
Andrew Lawless vaa. "one of the sluggers for Herbert Sorrell." 
that, although Lawless has "played along with the Comnunlets, 
believe him to.be an actual member of the Communist Party. 


c^^^iai 


lead that 
Related 
id not 


Bussell L. McKhlf 


Me Knight le the President of Local £683 vhlch is the Film Technicians 
Union affiliated with ths International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Qnployees. 
KXhlgfrt resides at 4317 Bakman_ Street , Korth Hollywood, California, and at 
the time of his arrest in November, 1946, he gave his age as 38 . 

The masthead of the November, 1943, issue of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, Local 683 , publication called 
"Flashes" reflects that Bussell L. Me Knight was President of the organization. 
Norval D. Crutcher, previously Identified as a Ccammlst, was Secretary " Pd 


On July 21, 1947 who Is on investigator of ths 
Los Angeles District Attorney’s Office, exhibited a sworn statement vhlch he 
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took from the office of the International Alliance of 

Theatrical Stage Employees on April 1 , I9V7. This statement vaa taken In 
connection with the Conference of Studio Unions’ Strike. The following 
excerpte were taken from thle eta tcaent reflecting MdnlghVe Communist 
tendencies. According In 19 kk he vae working aa technical editor 

of the magazine "Flashes .^^H^related that during this period he differed 
with the policies of McKhlght who vaa the editor of the magazine. He stated 
he told McXnlght that he vaa plugging Communism and that It vaa^ 
desire that the magazine contain writings of a technical nature.' 
stated It was hie wish to publish a magazine representative of the rius 
technicians and not a magazine dealing In politics or Conuunlam. Continu- 
ing his comanta regarding hla differences with McZnlght in the publication 
of the magazine, he stated as follows: 

"Then when be went so far to the left that 1 couldn’t take It 
any longer — I couldn’t ask people like Ball and Howell to 
advertise In a paper that shoved a cartoon of Vestbrook pegler 
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go for that. Then he called me a Fascist and I resigned. I 
told him I won’t go on with this stuff. He said, ’O.K., across 
your card at the union office which I have filed I have written 
"traitor"'. I said, 'All right then, and when your office la 
some day broken into by the FBI, I will be very happy to have 
them see that record, that I vaa not one of your party.’ Those 
are my exact worda to him." 
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Confidential Informant the Loa Angelas 

Office, reported that Russell City Council 

from the Hollywood area In the l?**? Spring elections, but was defeated. He 
advised that the Communist Party supported McKhl ght and c ooaanted as follows 
regarding the Communist Party support given him. ^^H^^steted he waa pre- 
sent at a meeting of the Communist Club held on Feoru^^l 8 , I9U7, at vhtch John 
Stapp, Hollywood functionary of the Communist Party, stated that the Party 
agreed to handle completely the 125 precincts in the second district for the 
McKnlght campaign, working in the name of the campaign and not In the name of 
the Perty. Be stated that the progressive AFL had come out In favor of 
McKnlght. Ho related that the Communist party vaa only supporting and not 
endorsing McKnlght, continuing that "Vs endorse only Conmnmlit candidates.” 

John B. Martin 

Martin Is the Business Representative of Local 683, Film Technicians 
Union, and rssldss <&t MidTolo Atohuo, Vost Loa An g el mm m 
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The Holl, 
that John R . Martin vaa a membe 
Union* . Confidential Informant 
lzatlon knovn a* the "Motion Pi 




wood Guild* and 
lated that an o: 
or Political Ac 


up on September 


19*3, at 


iing held at 1627 Tujunga Bo 


The purpoae of this organization, according vaa ostensibly to take 

part in the forthcoming election*, nationally an^Tocally and to elect 
candidate* favorable to the cause of the Coanunlet party. John R. Martin 
attended this meeting representing hi a Local Union #68?. The maathead of the 
November, 19*»3, issue of "Fleshes," prevloualy Identified, reflected that 
Martin vaa the Business Agent with known Cosnunlet Iforval D. Crutcher, pre- 
vloualy referred to herein, ae Secretary -Treasurer. 

Matthew Irving Mat la on (frequently spelled Matt loon) 

Matlaon la the Preaident of the Screen Story Analysts Guild 
resides at 8441 Ukon Trail, Court #2, Canoga Park, California. Matie 
born in Boston, Massachusetts, an May y , ), 1915 • The record* of the H 
Department in the City of Boa ton reflect that Metlaon's father and mo 
were born In Russia. 




On March 25 , 1945, Confidential Inf orman 
e informant of the Los Angeles Office, 
ommunist psrty headquarter* In Lea Ang 
paper witb the following notation thereon: 




"(March 20, 1945). Matthew Matison, Ho. 75899 (1945) from 
Eest End Club, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Baa no transfer. 

Lives with George Kakl of the East Los Angeles Club, 4306 
Beat 5th Street, Lo* Angela* 22. Looking for work. From 
Hew England." 

Through this same source, it was ascertained in March, 1945 
that Matthew Metlscn,vho vaa Issued Communist Political Association 
card 75699 v ae transferred from the East TCnd club of Pittsburgh Cornu 
Political Association to the Lo* Angeles County Cosnunlst Political A 
It was also ascertained through a highly confidential and delicate eo 
Matlaon vaa a member of the North Bollywood Section of the Lo* Angela 
Communist Party during 1946. 


James H. Skelton 

The Business Agent of Local 9^6 of the Studio Carpenters, A 
Skelton resides at 3760 Dovej^Street^^^Angalae, California.- Accor 
Confidential Informant Skelton la not a Commie 
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Boy Tindall, with alias Roy Tyndall 

Tindall la the Bualneee Agent of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Worker* , Local ^40. He resides at 1225 Worth Highland, Loa Angeles, 
California. Riere la no Information arallable In the Loa Angeles Field 
Division reflecting that Tindall has any connections with the Coramp let party. 

Louis Whitman 

This Individual la a me idler of the Studio Carpenters Utolon Local 946 
and vaa a picket captain In the Conference of Studio unions 1 strike. He 
resides at 935j North Van done Street, Loe Angeles . At the tine of Whitman's 
arrest, he gars his ags as JjO and Social Security number a a 067-16-0680. The 
1 Doe Angeles Office has no information or evidence that Whitman la a member of the 
Communist Pert y. 

The Loe Angelee Dally Neve of July 7, 19U7, carried an article 
reflecting that 11 major Hollywood Studios in the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees were sued on July 7, 1947, for $43,000,000 by the 
striking Conference of Studio Unions. According to the article, former 
Attorney General for the State of California, Robert W. Kenny, and hie lav 
partner, Morris E. Cohn, filed suit In Federal Court. The suit vas based on 
the provisions of the Sherman Anti -Trust Act charging the existence of a 
"beck scratching" agreement botveen the producers and the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees to kill off competition In their 
respective fields. If the International Alliance of the Theatrical Stage Employees 
helped the major studios kill off Independent competition, the suit said, the 
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees would help the major 
producers crush the Conference of Studio Unions. The eult charged that 
Willie Bioff, former head of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, who, according to the news article, vos convicted of extorting 
bribes In the film Industry still "formulates, directs and supervises the 
affairs of the defendant, the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees.” The article also reflected that this vas the second million 
dollar eult filed in four days relating to the 10 month old Conference of 
Studio Unions' strike. Sixteen members of the AFL Studio Carpenters Brother-' 

' hood esked for $28,000,000 In back pay In a suit filed against the major 
producers and the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees. 

Screen Writers Guild 

The Motion picture Almanac for 1942 and 1943 reflected that the 
Screen Writers Guild was an affiliate of the Authors League of America, Inc. 
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The Author® League of t merica doee not here a local organization in Los 
Angeles. The representative cf the Authors League of America ir Los Angeles 
until recently was Ann Roth Morgan, who va& secretary cf the Screen "Writers 
Guild. According to s highly confidential but most delicate source, Morgan 
wee a member of the Casnmnlet "Party. USA. assigned to Branch A-l of the ' * 

— ' W r ~~ W - v — " — — 

Northwest Section, and aa of November 19, 19^5, was a member of the Communist 
Party, Northwest Section, Lo* Angelee, Ollfornia. 


The KollyvoodPreae Times (a weekly "throw away 1 * tabloid which 
according to Informant MH followed the Conmunlst Party line) for November 
10, 19bb, reflected tha^^he Screen Writers Guild waa or ganized in 195? in 
the Hollywood motion picture industry. Infonnant|^^Bhas reported that 
this vae one of the first unions in the cultural field to come under the 
influence of Commute ts in Hollywood. He related that among the original 
organizers were John Hovurd Lawson, Samuel Ornitz, and Guy Endove. These 
indiylduale vlio have been identified as Communists, are referred to la 
Section I of this maaor^dum where their Communist affiliations are set 
forth. According tc^^^^^John Howard Lawson, Robert Roesen, Leater Cole, 

Hugo Butler, Waldo SaT^^and Ring Lardner, Jr., are among the lending Comauniate 
in the Guild who heve been moat influential In the forming of Its policies. 

All of these individuals have been identified as Conuunleta and their Coaaunlat 


affiliations are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 



stated that between 1955 iml 1959, he realized that 
Communists were gaining control of the Screen Writers Guild. Ho related that 
the C6imunl3t8 gained this control through their untiring efforts in seeking 
to project tha^r Ideals in the Guild. He stated that they called more meetings 
"than ar kj human being but one interest in Communism could ever desire to 
attend." He recalled specifically that from 1935 "to 1939 he spent almost all 
of his evenings attending meetings primarily directed at hia personal effort 
to keep the Comnunlnts from, controlling the Screen Writers Guild. He related 
that after years of fighting, he found it impossible to do anything about the 
Communist control of the Gulld_ which resulted In his withdrawing hla membership, 
Hs emphatically stated that there vaa no question In hla mind but that the 
Conmunlst element was in complete control despite the fact that the majority 
of the membership in the Screen Writers Guild, in hie opinion, vara neither 
Communist members nor Communist sympathizers. This source related that John 
-Howard. Lawson has a strong influence on the members of the Executive Board 
of the Screen Writers Guild. He related that in his opinion, John Howard 
Lawson, Gordon Kahn end Ring Lardner, Jr., are the three moat dangerous 
Communists in Hollywood. 

According to the organization's official publication in June of 
I?!*? there were enoroxlmatslv H.OM mWmt, nt ?/<>..._ u.< . 1 , 
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Of this number about 100 were Identified as Communists at that time through 
information obtained by a very confidential but extremely delicate source. 

The names of these individuals who are still affiliated with the motion 
picture Industry are set out in Section I of this memorandum. In addition# 
a great mnmy others# according tofl^^Hvere associates of Coaaunlsts# 
reported to be sympathetic to ideologies and/or members of Consunlst 

front organizations. 


However# in order to show the true significance of these figures# 


f such confidential informants as 


lotion Picture 

lienee for the preservation of American ideaxs# ue uaxxer group having 
been formed to oppose Coiraunlet Influence in the motion picture industry 
during February of 1944. These informanta have stated that the Screen Writers 
Guild le actually controlled and operated by between 100 and 300 members 
who take an active Interest in the work of the organization. As a further 
clarification of these figures# it was noted that in January of 1946# the 
"Screen Writer," the official publication of the Screen Writers Guild, con- 
tained a report reflecting that there were 1317 members of the Screen Writers 
Guild. The report classified 972 members aa being active and 343 as associate 
members. The associate members were Identified as writers who have been 
elevated to directorships or producerships In the motion picture Industry. 

It also pointed out that of the 972 members of the Screen Writers Guild# only 
366 were omployed at that time In the eight major studios in the motion picture 
industry. 


Inf related that the majority of the 
mebbera of the JScreer^rite^^WiTd tolongod to the Guild as a bargaining 
agency and not for any "political reasons." However, Comunlsta belong to 
the Culld for "political reasons." Hence the majority of the members of 
the Screen Writers Guild do not attend the regular meetings end take no 
active in terest in the Guild, the Motion Picture 

California, reported 

for l4 years he carried on £^^f5TTTgIiFTTt.li tna leaders of the Screen 
Writer* Guild due to the fact "that it was completely dominated and controlled 
by Conmnmieta since it* organization. H* identified the following Individual# 
as the principal figures in the Communist controlled group. 


John Howard Lawson 
Sam Omits 
Gordon Kahn 
Fred Ricaldo 
Daehlell Hammett 
Donald Ogden Stewart 


Lester Cole 
Borrie Ingeter 
John Bright 
Dorothy Parker 
Marian Spltzer 
Ring Lardnsr# Jr. 
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that he Is certain that these Individuals 
are all CoHuniat^^fl^corfflnued by relating that many years ago he thought 
a man could not be called a Cosnualet unless he carried a card (Consunlat party 
membership card) hut that he has come to learn that the moet dangerous Com- 
munists do not carry cards. He related that he could prove every one of these 
individuals vae a Comnunlst by his strict adherence to the Communist Party 
policy over the past 14 year period. 

According to the Hollywood Reporter a Hollywood etudlo dally paper, 
dated August 21, 19 W, the "second report on Ufc-Amorican Activities in California, 
published by the Joint Tt ct-Flndlng Committee of the State Legislature, stated that 
the Committee members consider John Howard Lave cm one of the moet important 
Marxist strategists in Southern California. John Leech, former Secrotary of the 
Communist Party for Los Angeles County, testified before the Los Angelee County 
Grand Jury that Lawson had been sent from New York to Hollywood by the Central 
Comal ttee of the Communist Party end that he had immediately become active in 
Hollywood Study Clubs and in the Cosaunlst faction of studio unions, particularly 
in the organization of the Screen Writers Guild. Leech stated that Levaon became 
a dominant figure in Communist Party drama groups and attended Connunlet party 
faction meetings in New fork and Hollywood. Thue, Leech's testimony establishes 
that the Screen Writers Guild's founder, the first president, came directly to 
Hollyv'jod from Communist Headquarters in New York and that the establishment of tho 
Screer. hYiters Guild vas the mission he was entrusted with by that headquarters. 
Lawson vas the first commiuuar of thought planted by the Communist party in the 
motion picture industry." 


International 

Alliance ofTheatrical Stage Employee^oi^Jul^^^^^^^^ stated that the 
Screen Writers .Guild is definitely under the control of the Comnuniat party, 
principally through three men, John Howard Lawson, its founder; Gordon 
r Kahn and Emmet Lavory, the present President of the group. According to this 

► source, all three of these Individuals are Communieta. Ee stated that they do 

not necessarily have membership cards in the Prrty eo far as any documentary 
1 proof is concerned but their policies and dealings in the Screen Writers 



cause him to believe they are Communists. He related he thinks Levery knows 
" what "the score ie* and "Party member or not, he is not being innocently 
taken in by the Communist Ferty." 



The Communist connections of Kahn and Lawson are set out in 
Section I of this memorandum. 


There is no evidence in the Los Anceles Office indicatina Laverv is 


a member of the Communist Party. However, 
Communist functionary 


1 who is now acting as an 
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Informant for the New York Office, relatg^that Emmet Laver 7 la supposed to be 
a well-known Catholic. According it vae felt by the Party that 

because of Lavery ’a being known as i^atholic, Lavery could be effective where 
a man better known for hia Conmmist connectionsmlght have been at a dis- 
advantage. Although supposedly a C 8 tholic,!JU^^-elated Lavery was regarded 
by Ccnmunist Party leaders at the Nat ional Headq uarters aa a loyal and faithful 
follower of the Comnunlet Party Llne.^^H^^wtnarked that Lavery might not 
have been aa much under the Influence an^control of the Connunlata at the 
outset of hla affiliation with the Culld as he became later on. He^ 
eventually become an actual member of the Communist nerty although j 
was not cure of this. In any case. Communist leaders were yell aware - 
Lavery *e weakneeaee and made very good use of him In connection with their 
program In the Screen Vr Iters Guild. 


sea »* w 

i^n^^have 


related that, with regard to the Screen Writer e Guild generally, 
the Communists were either organizers of or a big factor In the organization of 
the Screen Writers Guild. He stated that the Communists definitely have con- 
trol of this organization end that the development of the Guild was part of 
the Communist program to Infiltrate the movie industry and to dictate policies 
to the Industry. He stated tliat he recalls hearing the Screen Writers Guild 
and ita activities discussed by the Communist leaders and remembers discussions 
by the Cultural Conatltlce of the Conmmnlst Party in which it was agreed that 
the control of the vritere In Hollywood would provide the wedge for control 
of all Hollywood. The purpose of the Guild, he stated, was to obtain bettor 
conditions for its members and to further the Comnunist Party’s posH^^i^ 
Influencing public opinion. After the Guild was fully organ 1 zed, 
related the Party used it in many ways including for the purpose o^^pHlii^ 
the leg of management.’’ In accordance with Commmiet Party strategy of 
using the negative approach when the positive was found to be unsuccessful cr 
unsuitab^^th^Guild was also utilized successfully for Its "disintegrating 
effect ,|^|^B^^fcrplaine4 that he meant by this that management and Influential 
persons ver^r^^red Into line to avoid criticism. So-called "experts" 
within the Guild havo been, by belittling end harping along certain lines, 
effective In Isolating persons who opposed th^^rt^a Una or at least were 
successful in destroying their effectiveness . ^^^^^Hknove from reports 
seen by him at the Deily Worker Office and at Pert^Headquarters, that at the 
time he left the Party which was in the Fall of 19^5» the Guild wae as com- 
pletely under the party's control as such organizations aa the International 
Workers Order . 


The Kay, 19^6, issue of "Screen Writer," listed the Screen Writers 
Guild's studio chairmen. This list. Included Melvin Levy for Columbia Studioe, 
Ieobel Lennart for Metro-Gcldwyn-Miyer, Abe Polonsky for Paramount, end Henry 
Myers for RKO . All of these individuals have been Identified as Communists and 
their Communist affiliations are set out ic Section I. 

- 23 - 







Acc'»ri’:it tc -the "Screen Writer,” Yclusie Ko. IIJ , I.’o . C, date! 
July, 1947, the preoent officers end exocutivc 'board nattbere of the Screen 
Walters Guild ere as follows: 


Eirxet Le.rery 
Mary KcCell, Jr. 
Howard Eatnbrook 
Hugo Sutler 
F. Hugh Herbert 
Harold Buchman. 

Executive Board 

Mslvill Baker 
Harold Buchmr.n 
Hugo Btitlcr 
Janr-s K. Coin 
Lester Cole 
Phil ip Dunne 
Howard Este.br* >ok 


President 

Firet Vice President 
Second Vice President 
Third Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


F. Hugh Herbert 
Talbot Jennings 
Ping turdner, Jr. 
P.arnlri MacDcugall 
Mary McCall, Jr. 
Gecrge Seaton 
Leo Tcvnufcr.d 


Alternate Executive Board MesuberH 


Ktue J ;e ?r.pf 
Ccrdon Kahn 
Isabel Lennart 
Valentins Df.v i e v 


Eir.ry Myeru 
L'avid Hertz 

Morris E. Colin, Coir, 3 cl 
Alice PcnneDJtn, Secrete ry 


Cf the above 28 officers and executives tie following 10 are, or 
have beer, meffbern of the Ccimuniet Isrty . 


Harold Buchiin:i 

Buciman has been identified through a highly confidential but aiost 
delicate technique on Avgust 31, l^hh, January 8 end 16, February 26 and ht.venibor 
39, ae a neober of the Rcrtliveet Section of the Lee Angeles Coui.ty Coar.unlet 

» Party or Ccnirun let Political Association. Through this source it van elso racer- 
• telned that he was a functionary of the Farty and held I9U5 Book f45SG2. 

Hugo Butler 

Through this eaca uource It ve® ascertained on August 31, 194b, January 
8 and 1C, 1S45» and February £0, IJ^J, that Butler wse a member of Branch A-3 of 
the Korttweet Section of the Loe Angelea County Coanunist Party ar.d that he had 
been a cosher of the Connuoiet Political Aasocietlon. 
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Lester Cole 


The sane source advised that on August 31# 1544# January 8 and l6, 
1CU5» and February 26# 1945# Cole vae a member of Branch A-3 of the Northwest 
Section of the Los Angeles County Comunlet Political Association and his 1945 
Booh Number vae 46803. 

David Herts 


The Ban confidential aource also related that on January 16, 
1545, Hertz was a member of the North vest Section of tte Loe Angeles County 
Communist Political Assoc iatl 00. 

Gordon Kahn 


The sarte aource related that cn August 31# 1944# January 8 and l£# 
February 2'S, and liOYember IS# 1943, Kahn was a member of the Northwest 
Section of the Commuriet Political Association or the Communist Farty. 

His 1945 Book was g*4682 3. 

I 

Ring Lsrdner# Jr. 

On August 31# 1?44# Jenuery 8 and 16, February 26 and Jlcvenbor IS# 
1545# the Berne confidential source advised that Lerdner vts a merjber of Brt-neh 
A-l of the Loe Angeles County Coacruniat Politicel Aaaocietlon or Co:nrunJat 
Party. He held 1945 Book 3/U68O0. 

Ieobel Lennart 

"a ~ 

The aa*» source related that on August 31, 1944# January 8 and lo, 
February 26# and November IS# 15*0# Lennert wee a oenber of the Northwest 
Section of the Los Angeles County Coiaumlst Party or the Lcs Angeles Communist 
Political Association. She held 19^5 book #468l6. 


Henry Myers# also known as Henry Meyeie 

On August 31# 1944# January 8 and 16# and February 26, 1045# the 
same source edvleed that Myers vae a member of the Lea Angeles County 
Cozanmist Political Association end in 1943 held Book y4l8l9. 


Maurice He.pf 


On August 31# 1944, January 8 and 16# February 26 and November 19# 
1943# Repf was a member cf Branch A-l of the Northwest Section of the Loe 
Angeles County Communist Political Association. or Coasnuniat Party# according 
to the same source. In addition this source reported that he was a member 


of the Coueun 1 nt Party in 1943, at that time listed as a functionary of the 
Northwest Section. 
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Low TywiiSofid, 

On August 31, 19 Ui, January 8 and 16, February 26 and November 19, 
191*5, Townsend was a member of Branch 1-1 of the Northwest Section of the 
Los Angeles County Communist Party and held 191*5 Book #1*1321*. In addition, 
he was also a member of the Communist political Association. 

Agent 

191*6, ascertained that Ann RoU^orE^^^^^TestSo^^^Hve^Lo^Angelus^^^ 
and Kuth Bimkrant were employed as secretaries in the office of the Screen 
t Writers Guild. Ibis highly confidential but delicate source, referred to 
above, on January 16, 191*5, identified both of these women as members of 
the Los Angeles County Communist Political Association. 

Tbe "Screen Writer", which is the official publication of the Screen 
Writers Guild, is a monthly publication* The following individuals are 
resootisible for its publication, according to Volume 3, Number 2, dated July, 
191*7: 


Editor: Gordon Kahn 

Director of Publications: P.obert Shaw 

Editorial Committee: Art Arthur Herbert Clyde Lewis 

&rtin Field Harris Gable 

Richard Hubler Lester Koenig 

Isobel Lennart Ronald Mac Dou gall 

Bernard Schoenfeld Theodore Strauss 


In addition to the above, a review of the December, 191*6, and 

VW* 1 Q 1. 7 A r*11 am A <* A Camaam t'Tw^ Aam a MAfj A -I 4 A i All AUa A i V. A 
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following individuals have had responsibilities in connection with the pub- 
lication of the magazine: 


Editorial Committee: Sidney Boehm 

Director of Publications 

in 191*6: _ Harold J. Salemson 

Editorial Committee: Paul Trivera 

Editor in 191*6: Dalton Trumbo 

Ad ele Buffington 
Philip Dunne 
Ring Lardner, Jr. 

Sonya Levien 
Stephen Norehouse Avery 
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Of the 21 Individuals listed above, 8 are or have been members 
of the Communist Party or Communist Political Association* They Includes 

Herbert Clyde Lewis Bernard Schoenfeld 

Theodore Strauss ffeul Trivers 

Dalton Trumbo Gordon Kahn 

Isobel Lennart Ring Lardner, Jr* 

i The Consunlet connections of these individuals are set out in Section I of this 
memorandum. 


Exemplar of the Influence had by these Communists within the organi- 
zation was the October, I9li6, issue of tho "Screen Writer". In this publication, 
an editorial appears concerning the Communist-Inspired American Authors Authority; 
an article concerning the scope of the Screen Writers Guild; a third article 
by Communists Howard Dirasdale and Guy Endore; a fourth article on a technical 
phase of writing; the fifth on opinions and motion pictures; and the sixth by 
Communist screen writer Lester Cole on wage negotiations for screen writers. 

The Coaminist affiliations of Howard Dimsdale, G^iy Endore and Lester Cole are 
set out in Section I* 

In the back of the publication, there is a section entitled "News 
Notes*. An analysis of these notes also clearly shows how the Communist 
cause is disseminated by this publication. For example, "News Notes" in this 
issue carried an announcement by the California labor School, a Communist 
Inspired group, of a series of courses, a production by the Communist influenced 
Actors Laboratory, an announcement of the Communist influenced People’s 
Educational Center carrying details of the curriculum of this school as well 
as a report concerning the Hollywood Writers Mobilization, a Communist influenced 
group. The Communist connections of the Actors Laboratory', the Feople’s 
Educational Center, and the Hollywood Writers Mobilization ar e set out in 
Section III of this memorandum. 

The American Authors- Authority, previously referred to, was said 
to have been established and conceived by the Screen Writers Guild. The 
inception of this plan, according to the "Screen Writer*, resulted from a 
meeting of the Screen Writers Guild Original Material Commi ttee of which 
^ommunist Ring Lardner is the head. Confidential 

jH|^^dvised on December 13, 19U6, that the American Author^Wre^^^^l^^ 
^^proposed agency to be set up by the Authors League of America and its 
affiliated branches, the Authors Guild, the Dramatists Guild, the Radio Writers 
Guild and the Screen Writers Guild. The purpose of this agency is to protect 
the economic interests of all writers and authors of every kind who writs for 
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the screen, for publishing houses, magazines, radio, etc., by making this 
agency in effect an over all "holding agency" of all the written material 
produced by the writers in the United States. The formation of this American 
Authors Authority is based on one central idee, that is, that no writer may 
8 ®U outright to any film company or publisher of ary kind his written material 
but that such written material shall be "leased" only and that the copyright 
all such material is assigned by the writer to the American Authors Authority 
when it is offered for sale originally. Thus, while the writer is technically 
the owner of the story, article or screen play, the copyright on same would be 
i held by the American Authors Authority under its control. The American 

Authors Authority maintains that there are only three issues involved in the 
plan and states them as follows r 


1. Under the authority they (the film producer or publisher) 
will not through re-makes be able to make two or more 
profits out of one story purchased. 

2. They will be restrained from accepting as a free gift from 
the writer his secondary rights in any piece of material 
such as television, radio, serial, etc. 


3. They will be restrained from freezing a writer's material 
on their shelves for an indefinite period while he 
watches the chances for other sales pass by. 



Confidential Infonnan^|H||^^^^^^^^^HHrelated that the formation 
of the American Authors Author! t^wRni^^^Rfffe^writers Guild of 
Hdllywood "has'a relation to the general activities of the Communist Party as 
shown by the individuals of the over all committee of that guild and who are 
given the task of pu tting it across." The names appearing in this committee 


as reported by 


re as follows: 


Emmet Lave 17 , Chairman 
Robert Ardrey 
Alvah Bessie — 

James M. Cain 
Philip &unne 
Aubrey Finn 
Frances Goodrich 
T. Hugh Herbert 
Albert Malta 
Sam Moore 
William Pome ranee 
Adele Rogers St. John 
Arthur Schwarts 


Ring Lardner, Jr., Vice President 

Arthur Edmund Eeloin 

True Boardman 

Morris E. Cohn 

Joseph Helds 

Everett freeman 

Albert Hackett 

Boris Ingster 

Mary McCall, Jr. 

Arch Oboler 
Allen Rivkin 
Louise Rousseau 


S3M 
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Ring Lardner, Jr.. Alvah Bessie and Albert iialt* have been 
identified as Communists in Section 1 of this memorandum. In addition, 
through a highly confidential but very delicate source, Aubrey Finn was 
identified August 31, 19^4, January 8 and 16, and February 26, 191x5, as 
a member of the Communist Party on special leave since December, 1?U2, 
having entered that status in January, l?lx3, from Branch-D of the Northwest 
Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Party* In 19li3’ his Communist 
Party Book was #215153. 

Through this same source on January 16, 191x5, Sam Uoore was 
identified as a member of Branch D of the Northwest Section of the Los 
Angeles County Communist Political Association. He was educational director 
of that Branch and was assigned Book #1x1x635. 

Through this same source, William Pomerance on January 16, l?lx5> 
was identified as a member of Branch A-3 of the Northwest Section of the 
Los Angeles County Communist Political Association and was assigned Communist 
Book #ix 62?U. 


in cnis connection it is or interest t 


intout tnat it wa 


ascertain 


wson on 




m a conversation wiwi bert Bargeman that the 
best method to fight ’’Fascism'* was to Coiomunize the writers and producers in 
Hollywood and, eventually, control every picture and fiction story produced 
in Hollywood. He continued that perhaps one day it would be possible to 
control every news article in the United States that the people read. By- 
way of identification concerning Bert Bargeman, it should be pointed out that 
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tion. 


It is through the Communists in this group, the Screen Writers Guild, 
that Communist ideology is disseminated to the fellow traveler. Communist 
sympathiser, and unsuspecting -writers who are affiliated with the Guild in the 
motion picture industry. The Communists and Communist pressure in the Guild 
thus caused the injection into motion picture scripts of Communist propaganda 
and tho elimination of anti-Communist statements and scenes from original 
motion picture sc riots . 
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Screen Writers Guild Members Connected with the 
Office of War Information Overseas Film Program 

In July of 1?U5 over fifty writers, ell neobers of the Screen 
Writers Guild, were working on scripts for pictures to be produced in con- 
junction with the Office of War Information Overseas Film Program* Among 
the editorial board members were the following members of the Screen Writers 
Guild, 


i John Howard Lawson 

Marc Connelly 
Sidnay Buchman 
Charles Brackett 
John Houseman 


Robert Rossen 
Howard Estabrook 
Howard Koch 
Harry Tug end 
Talbot Jennings 


John Howard Lawson, Sidney Buchman and Robert Rossen have been 
identified as Communists, and their Communist Party affiliations are set out 
in Section I. 

liar* Connelly has been reported by Inf^^nt^^^Rin 19 hi as 
having been a member of the Communist Party. ^^^H^a^also stated that he 
was a member of the League of American Writer^an^ihe Hollywood Democratic 
Committee. The Communist connections of these two organisations are set 
out in Section III of this memorandum. 

Charles Brackett has been Identified by Inf orman tfljH^s having 
been a member of the Screen Writers Guild. The League of American Writers 
ahd the Hollywood Democratic Committee. 


John Houseman has been identified by Info man t^^^pas having been 
a member of the League of American Writers. The People '^norld, a Communist 
publication for June 10, 19hl, reflected that Houseman was a member of the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization. 


Howard Estabrook has been identified by Inforaant^^^pLs having 
been a member of the League of American Writers, an instructor at the Peoples 
Educational Center in Hollywood and a member of the Executive Council of 
Hollywood Democratic Committee. 


reported that Howard Koch has been a member of the 
The Screen Writers Guild, and the Hollywood 
Independent Citizens Committee for the Arts, Sciences and Professions. 

Iafonnan^^^has related with regard to Harry Tugend that he was 
a member of the Screen Writers Guild and a member of the Hollywood Democratic 
Committee. The People's I'orld for June 10, 19Ui, reflected that Tugend was a 
member of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization. 


Informan 
League of American 
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According to InforaantflflB Talbot Jennings was a member of the 
League of American Writers and ti^nScreen Writers Guild* 

As has been previously indicated in this section the organizational 
affiliations of the above individuals have been set out to show that these 
individuals have been connected with organizations which have been infiltrated 
by Communists or are under the influence of Communists* Hie organizations with 
which these individuals are affiliated are discussed in Section III of this 
memorandum* 

Screen Actors Guild 

On April 10, 191*7, Special Agents of the Los Angeles Office interviewed 
Ronald Regan and his wife, Jane flyman, at their request in order that they 
might furnish information to this Bureau regarding the activities of some 
members of the Guild who they suspected were carrying on Communist Party work* 
Reagan advised that the Screen Actors Guild had 12 officers and that the work 
of the Guild was carried on principally through the executive Board composed 
of 12 officers plus past presidents* 

Rearan and his wife advised that for the past several months they 
had observed during the Guild meetings there were two "cliques" of members, 
one headed by Anne Revere and the other by Karen Mo r ley which on all 
questions of policy confronting the Guild, followed the Communist Party Line. 
Reagan related that Revere and Uorley do not appear to be particularly close, 
but whenever an occasion arises necessitating the appointment of some member 
to a committee or to an office, the two cliques invariably either nominate or 
support the same individual, Reagan and his wife listed the following actors 
and actresses as supporting Revere and Uorleyr 

Alexander Knox Howard DeSilva 

Hume Cronyn Dorothy Tree 

Howland Chamberlain Senela ^oyale 

Reagan also mentioned Larry Parks has also supported this group on 
several occasions* Of the individuals mentioned by Reagan and his wife, those 
known to the Los Angeles Office as being or having been members of the Communist 
Political Association or the Communist Party are as followsr 

Anne Revere Karen Uorley 

Howard DeSilva Dorothy Tree 

Howland Chamberlain Larry Parka 
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Regan advised that recently an actor by the name of Lloyd Cough 

a a _ i x. m i ^ /l*j J _ 0 u ^^.1 _i 

appearou oe a psrucuiari/ ciosq itiquu oi oarwi «uxxcj »uu u«u voijr 

vociferously supported Revere and Morley. He stated that Cough had recently- 
been named Chairman of the clique within the Guild which calls itself the 
"Combined Actors Committee*. He related that this Committee includes in its 


l 


membership the element which he and his wife consider the radical element. 

He also related that this group apparently meets separately, prior to the 
Guild meetings and agrees on the policy it will follow at the meetings. 

Lloyd Gough was identified as a member of the Communist Party through a highly 
confidential but very delicate source in Kay of this year. Through another 
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of the Communist Party have reflected that 71 members are listed as actors 
or actresses. Of this number, 5U have been verified through the Guild as 
Guild members, h2 of which are in a current status. This verification was 
made on July 31* 19U7. 


The following li2 persons currently in good standing with the 
Screen Actors Guild are known to be members of the Hollywood Section of the 
Los Angeles County Communist Party and/or former members of the Los Angeles 
County Communist political Association. The Communist affiliations of these 
actors and actresses are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 


Georgia Backus 
Homan Bohnen 
Joseph Bromberg 
Howland Chamberlain 
Howard DaSilva 
Virginia Firmer 
Julie Gibson 
Lloyd Gough 
Alvin Hammer 
Victoria Home 
Mark Lawrence 

^ t 1 

IWAlUSlil Uiujru 

John (Skins) Hiller" 
Karen Morley 
Larry Parks 
Lucian Privel 
Amelia Homano 
Robin Short 
Gale Sondergaard 
Peter Virgo 

T vrtn 

• i 


Helen Beverly 
Lloyd Bridges 
Morris Camovsky 
Lee Cobb 
Mary jo Ellis 
June Fbray 
Jody Gilbert 
Freddy Graff 
Tom Holland 
Victor Killian 
Canada Lee 

llawAM 

liaj wy OA 

Patricia Miller 
Ruth Nelson 
Stanley Prager 
Anne Revere 
Shimen Hus kin 
Art Smith 
Dorothy Tree 
Ernest Whitman 

Bud^v Taw 3 
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Screen Cartoonists Guild 


Confidential Informant the Los Angeles 

Office advised that the Screen Cartoonist^ organized and founded 
in the notion picture industry in Hollywood, California, during the Fall of 
1919 as an independent union having jurisdiction over cartoonists, sketch 
artists and animators who were engaged in the notion picture industry* 


He related that this union continued as an independent union 
I until the Spri^^£ 19U1 at which tine it secured a charter of affiliation 
with the AFL. Brnom stated that after the charter was granted, a strike was 
called at th^^^^^)isney Studios which lasted for about UO days. This strike 
according brought out conclusively that the Screen Cartoonists 

Guild was CoimHnBt infiltrated and was evidenced by the fbct that the 
entire strength of the Communist machine in the Los Angeles and Hollywood 
areas was thrown into the strike, resulting in the anti-Communist unions 
in the studios entering the dispute to bring about a settlement. The strike 
was settled on July 9, l?lil, with the Screen Cartoonists Guild gaining its 
objectives by being recognized as the sole barganing agency for the cartoonists 
and the Communists In the Cartoonists Guild considered this a major victory. 


tion and 



elated that the persons chiefly responsible for the organiza- 
g of tills guild included the following individuals! 


Herbert K. Sorrell 
Ed U. Gilbert 
Phyllis Lambertson 
William Littlejohn 


David Hilberman 
Arthur Babbitt 
George E. Bodle 


It should be noted with regard to the above that Herbert K. 
Sorrell is a former Communist. His background is set out under the section 
devoted to the Conference of Studio Unions. 


Concerning David Hilberman, party name is said to be 

William F'olcal, Confidential JhforaantflHHftr elated on May 2, 191*3, that 
Hilberman was present at the Annual Co^luSst Party Uay Day Festival held 
at the Los Angeles Breakfast Club and was responsible for the cartoon which 
was posted in that hall demanding a second front. Through a highly confi- 
dential and very delicate source, it was ascertained that Hilberman, on 
. October 5» 19U3» purchased a $25 War^fon^^^^^^the&iiimmnist Party in 
Los Angeles. Former paid informant Los Angeles 

Office related in January, 19 Uli, Communist Party 

in 1935 under the name of William Foldal and that he held 1939 Communist 
Party. Book #3171. 
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filth regard to Ed M. Gilbert, a highly confidential and extremely 
delicate source In May, 19U7, made available Information indicating that 
Gilbert had been a member of the Communist Party for 12 years and was an 
active member of the Party at that time* 


regard to the policies propagated by this group. Confidential 
Infoxi]iantfl|^ha 3 related that the Screen Cartoonists Guild, prior to the 
time C-erma^^Tnvaded Aussie, came out strongly against United States aid to 
Britai n and against the United States entry into the war* However, when 
Russia was invaded by the Germans, the Screen Cartoonists Guild called for 
the United States to enter the war and the establishment of a second front* 


HBVrelated that the leading functionary of the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild fro^l9u3 to 19U5 was Mortimer William Pome ranee, who, during that 
period, was the Business Representative of the union and used his influence 
to direct and control union activities which would bring the union into the 
Communist orbit* The Communist connections of Pome ranee are set out in 
Section I of this memorandum. 


^^^^^■related in February, 19UU, that the Communist Party in Los 
Angeles^W^working through its members and fellow travelers in the Holly- 
wood movie industry and had gained control or at least strong influence in 
17 studio guild unions, one of which was the Screen Cartoonists Guild. 

This latter union vas a member ^Uh^Conf erenc e of Studio Unions which was 
then under Communist influence.^^^Hrelated that the Screen. Cartoonists 
Guild was one of the studio guii^^^Rch sponsored the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization (a Communist front group discussed in Section III), which, 
from its inception, started clamor^j^foj^^secon^fron^an^continue^t^^^ 
follow the 

the 

TocBiunx^^WW^irnjO^Tngeles^^^ was ascertained that on April 21, 19bli, 
Mortimer William Pomerance, acting as the business Representative of the 
Screen Cartoonists Guild, conferred with Elizabeth Glenn* On this occasion, 
Glenn was advised by Pomerance that the Guild had no objection to Communist 
Party meetings being held at tEe Screen Cartoonists Hall. 

Through a highly confidential but delicate source it was ascertained 
on January 16, 19U5, that Elizabeth Leach, Organizer of the Northwest Section 
of the Communist Political Association, Los Angeles County, had a report 
'which dealt with the Screen Cartoonists Guild. This report stated* 

"The Screen Cartoonists Guild has done a great deal toward developing 
understanding of the possibilities of the cartoon film as a pro- 
pagandist educational medium. Through the educational activities 
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of the Union it has been possible to achieve more consistent de- 
mocratic content in the regular governmental films themselves* 

In addition, members of the Guild have undertaken to make films 
for labor and police organizations* The first of these ms the 
United Auto Workers cartoon 'Hell Bent for Election' which was 
conceived and produced by members of the Guild*" 



'California, advised 

on June l67’T£!^^^!5^IaTy^J! l erret, T?ST^^eSRTan3Torman McCabe, who are 
cartoonists and artists in the motion picture industry, were contacting nu- 
merous cartoonists who were then unemployed through the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild and were staking plans to put out a series of cartoon books for child- 
ren as well as adults in order to Influence their thinking toward Communism* 


Mary Sherret told this informant, 
cartoon booklets, it will result, 


'that if children will follow these 
ley become adult, in their being mas- 
ters of the machine rather than the machine mastering them. It should be 
pointed out that there is no information available in Los Angeles reflecting 
that any of the above three individuals are members of the Communist Party* 



.informants 
Fait Disney 
• ta off: 

6272 Yucca Street, Hollywood, California. According t 
proximately 800 members of the Screen Cartoonists u uild7 



Ld^^O^oJ 


nd 

udios, advised 
Union Hall at 
Jthere are ap- 
of whom are un- 


employed. According to all of the above mentioned informants, the Screen Car- 
toonists Guild held an election of officers on June 21*, 192*7, at which time 
the following individuals were elected who are members of the Communist Ifcrty 
or who have indicated Communist sympathies r 


Robert Carlson 

Carlson, who was elected Treasurer of the Screen Cartoonists Guild, 
was reported by Ur. Robert H. Coleman whose address is the YliCA in El Paso, 
Tbxas, in June, 191*7, as having received Communist literature at the TICK where 
he resided during his visit El Paso, Texas, in the latter part of 191*6* 
Coleman also stated that Carlson talked openly in favor of Communism. 


Maurice Howard 


Maurice Howard was elected the Business Agent of the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild* He was identified as a Communist in Hollywood on 2/26/1*5 through a most 
reliable and very delicate source* It is also known through an extremely reliable 
but very delicate source that his wife, Evelyn, was also a member of the Coixnunist 
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Party. Elizabeth 

Glenn in fo^^ngeTesy it was ascertained that Howard wa^ir^requent contact, 
•with Glenn during July, 1945, Glenn at that time being the organisser for the 
Coniniinist Political Association in the Hollywood area. 

I'llton S. ?vre 

the legal Advisor for the Screen Cartoonists Guild. Through 
paid informant of the ios Angeles Office who furnishes 
t:\ation concerning the activities at the los Angeles County Conuunist 
Party headquarters, supplied data during July, 1945, indicating that Tyre was 
a member of the Communist Political Association, having transferred from the 
59th A.D. branch tc the “ilshire-Fairfax Branch. T.iis report from this source 
was also verified on June 15, 1947, through a very reliable hut hi 'hly delicate 
source which reflected t;.. 1 Tyre was still ;j -v-aiocr of the Co munist Party ar.i 
that he had held membership in the Party for a period of tv.c years. 


‘..'ill jam "Bill 11 Hirrins 


Higgins 

was reported b- - 


member of the Board of Trustees of t.iis Guild, 
an informant of the Ios ,»ngeic3 Office, to have 


been very 


di i’-< ^ro-?jjs 


United states Army at Camp Roach. 1 
niinist Part’' literature in his pos 


n nis speech while 


vi as in t ie 


isc reported that Higgins had Cc'p 


Cecil oesrd 

Beard is also a member of the Board of Trustees and has the 
position of delegate in the Conference of Studio Unions. The Com: unis t 
cdhnecticns of Beard arc set cut in Section I of this memorandum whici will 
reflect that Beard is a member of the Coir.-.unist Party and a former member 
of tiie Comimnist Political association. 

Thomas Byrnes 


Rvrn^^^^^^iember of the Board cf Trustees of the f "uild. Confidential 
infornantvHj^^^^^^Bcr the >os /.ngeles Office stated on July 20, 1°47, tliat 
he was th Byrnes who to his knowledge married a wonan v;ho is 

a m-ember of the Commist Party. However, the infer ant ,wa3 unable tc furnish 
the nare of Fyrn«R wife. He stated that Byrnes agrees with and is under the 
influence of "auricc Howard and Cecil Beard, identified above. 


It is ;;lso of interest to note that 
Babbitt, the for ter President of this organiza 
great deal ox’ influence in the C-uild, has now 
sion to assist in making of motion pictures. 


ported that Arthur 
TO one who has exercised a 


a temper r«r 


ranee 
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itfebl tt that on Jan* 20, 1%P, 
a raufcer of cartoonists who spent several evenings each * 
^<pih^^^^^gtrOOBa ^ jbese^^^^cma^fe ^ ftar^irh— dqujcrtcrs 

endeavoring to influence other employees to became Interested In Cownnfst 
natter* and also for tha distribution of Coaaainiat 11 tar* tor*. 


Through a highly confidential but very delicate source, it was 
ascertained that the following individuals who era screen cartoonists, are 
• members of tha Comounlst Party* Their Coomunist Party affiliations are 
set out In Section 1 of this memorandum: 


Cecil Beard 
L'ary Lou Eastman 
'Tilllaw Gray 
Gordon Stewart 


L'orton Diamond ate In 
Burton Freund 
Spencer Peel 
George Stone 


Screen Cffice Employees Guild. 1FL Local 1391 


Drivers 

tail on Unlon^AFL^ca^j^^HHHmHH^^^tTrn Ficturc Alliance, 
reported that the Screen CfBc^SipI^ee^Gjilc^as orifinully affiliated with 
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and Paoerhanrers of America, .PL 
Local 1391. 

-s « -• 

He related that in 1945 "hen the Conference of Studio Unions 
called a strike in the film industry, all of the .nepers of the Screen 
Office Employees Guild were not in full accord with the provisions of the 
strike* Consequently, about half of the members in the union went back to 
work. He also related that in the interim between the 1945 strike and the 
current film strike, Lh . National labor Relations Bears hold an election 
within t!ie Screen Cffice Employees Guild at which ti=yj the Screen Cffice 
Employees Guild voted to affiliate with the AF1 "Cffice Employees Industrial 
Union"* Accordingly, the Screen Cffice E^aloyeea Guild no longer exists* 

Cn July 24, 1947, this same source related that at one time the 
Screen Cffice Zoj'loyees Guild was strongly do-iinated by the Co&minist Party 
and contained many members within its organization who were members of the 
Coouunist Party* This source based his statement or. the Ion;' experience *' 

-and his observations of the tactics and policies folloned by various individuals 
listed hereinafter who were members of the Screen Cffice Employees Guild as 
of July 30, 1944* 
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President: 

Recording Secretary: 
Financial Secretary: 
Treasurer: 
harden: 

Conductor: 

Organizer: 

Special Crranizer: 
Business Representative: 


Hargaret Bennett (’.Villa ) 

Blanche Cole 

Bernard Lusher (Luscher) 

Claire Horgan 
Jack Reed 

Barbara Alexander (Barbara i!yers) 
Florence Contini 
f.'in Kelvin 
Glenn Pratt 


This same source related that in addition to the above, Herta L’erkvitz 
who was member of the Board of Directors of the Screen Office Employees 
Guild and a delegate to the Central Labour Council, was a Coaumnist. 

larraret Bennett Qiarraret Bennett V«ills > 

The Communist connections of tins individual are set out in Section I 
of this mem&ran:ur.i. It should be pointed out that she is at the present time 
connected with the Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions, ^he is not at the 
present time connected v.ith the Office Employees Industrial Union which succeeded 
in Screen Cffice Employees Guild. 


Blanche Cole 


Blanc nc Cols cn July 26, 1943, was Educational Director of Branch N 
of the Northwest Section of the los nnpeles County Communist Party, accord- 
ing to - information' received froi^^verv reliable but extremely delicate 
source. According to inf ormant|^HHH| she is not associated with the Office 
Employees Industrial Union at t^^^^^rent time. 

Bernard Lusher (luscher) 

He is identified in Section I of this memorandum as a Comrainist. 
Barbara Alcxanoer (Barbara Vyers) 

Barbara Alexander has also been identified in Section I as a 

Communist. 


Lin Selvin 


According to a very reliable but extre.aely delicate source, in 1943 
Selvin was a member of the N'orthvv^^^Section of the Los Angeles County Comaunist 
Party. In addition, informant^^^M^has related that Selvin recently married 
Korval D. Crutcher, who has oe^Woentif ied in Section I as a former member of 
the Conranist Party. 



13H 


- 36 - 


Oc.5 


Herta Uerkvita 


She has also been identified as a member of the Comnunist Pa rty 
through former paid Confidential Informant 
was a former ueiber of the Com.:unist Party. 

Inf orman t^^^^Hrela ted he believed that those Individuals who 
had Communist connec^Kn^and who were affiliated with the Screen Office 
Employees Guild had for the most part dropped out of the Cffice Employees 
Industrial Union and that there was no indication at the present time that 
this latter union, the Cffice Employees Industrial Union, was under the 
control of the Co-immist elements. 


Screen Directors Guild. Inc. 

The Hollywood Studio blu-Dook directory, spring edition, 19*7, 
lists 18 officers of t:ie Screen Directors Guild, none of whom have been 
identified as Communists and therefore the names of the officers and 
directors are r.ot beinr set out. Through a very hirhly confidential and 
most delicate source, it was ascertained that 9 directors presently con- 
nected with the ..ictien picture industry are or have been merbers of the 
Coiiinunist Party. They arc set forth as follows: 

Jack herry, Universal Studios 

Louis irandt, assistant Director in charge of production at 
Audio Pictures, Inc. 

Herbert Hibernian, Freelance, unemployed at present 
'* Jules Dassin, Offices of "ark Hellinger 

Edward D.'-ytryk, Rh'C Studios 

Cyril Enfield, Comet Pictures 

• Lester Fuller, Paramount Studios in 19L5 (unemployed at present) 

Eenjaidn Kadish, Early in 19L7 Director for i'assour studios, at 
present roakinf independent picture 

Frank hrif.it Tuttle, at present unemployed. 

In addition to the above, Confidential Infer..:- r.t who 

is e i:ie..ber of the 3oard of Directors of the Screen hr i that 

the fcllcivinr directors arc not members of the Screen Directors Guil :. however, 
they nave been identified through hirhly confidential but ./.ost vlelicute sources 
.as members of tie Com:.u.;i st Party or the Cos.-unist Political Association. 

Herman itotstein, In 19L5 employed by Columbia Studios 

Een Shaw, an Assistant Director 

h'illiam Edward ’.'atts. Freelance Assistant Director 
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I'usicians Mutual Protective Association 

(Local 47, African Federation of ’’usiciars, Affiliated 


with the American Federation of Labor) 


Loa Angeles, who is the 
"erican Federation of I'usicians, stated 
uly 23, 1947, that this union, Llusicians fiitual Protective Association, 
included all professional white musicians in the I os Ancelea area. 

The April, 1947, edition of the riisicians Directory, an official 
publication of this union, listed approximately 13,000 members in <eod standing. 
The July, 1947, "Overture” v;hich is the official journal of this union, listed 
the *47 officers. The only individual listed a.non-7 tie current officers who 
has beer identified as r» vo.vur.ist is tor. ".i/'.it, a -.amber of IV Iriul 
Beard zt.C Delcrate tc the Pasadena Central labor Council, Wirht v.cs identified 
as a .’.c.r.be r of the Communist Party in A; ril, 1943, possessing Co'-.iuni~t Party 
Bock r 362C0 by c highly confidential and most delicate source. 

Information concerninp this froup is set out in the report of the 
Joint Fac t-r'indi ny Committee of the California Icrislature on Ur.-A;*, erican 
Activities for 1°47, which reflects t’vit from 1937 to 1939, th*» iresi sent cf 
this rrcup v.as California Jtate .Senator, Jack L\ Tenney, whose caniluscy 
h“d oririn’lly Von supported by a rrcup of approximately C 5 Cc ;i ur.ict 
Party mr... . crs. Accordin'- tc tV report, iurinr Tenney’s t^rw of office, he 
conducted an investigation of 'Jo-s.nmi sm within the local which resulted in a 
number cf expulsions. In 1939, Tenney was defeated for reelectior. am accord- 
ing t<r the report," since that time the activities of the doiriiuriists within the 
union have resulted in its withdrawal from affiliation with the I.cs An.-eles 
Central I rbor__3cuncil ari i_frc:i th* State Federation cf Lab or. Accordin’ to 

Vi allace, succeed the fact that he had received 

the 'do:.iuinist support in the union. He. related tVmt durinr the period from 
1939 until 1947, nllace cooperated with tue Com uni si. members of the union 
to such an extent tVt the Co.-r.-mnists actually exercised control over the 
policier of th* Iccal. Ite related that the local's consti tution provides that 
150 ;nem"oers constitutes :• quorum r nu that it was extremely difficult to 
secure an attendance as larre as this at a union meetinF. Dense .ucntly, 
there have only been four Quorum meetings of the union durinr the past five 
years with the result that the general me'iJtership estimated at nearly 15,0C0 
had no voice ir. the affairs of the local. According to this source, the 
. Comnunists made numerous demands upon V.allace durin/ 7 the last National Con- 
vention of the rroup with which Wallace found it impossible to comply. As a 
result, .allace was severely criticized by this faction but indicated to this 
source that from now on he was through with the Comiminists. Each of the 
following individuals are members in food standing of local 47 of the American 
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Federation of Husicians. They have been identified through a highly con- 
fidential but very delicate source as members of the Communist Political 
Association as of January 16, 1945* or Coauninist Party as of lay 17* 1947> 
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Doris Albert 
!!ischa Altman 


Kal.uar, 13 loch 


Morris Drcxwda 

ri/Mn u«f 1 4 aW 

vvi; Will xa 04.1 c U 


Paul Dessau 
Joe Eger 
P.oy Frankscn 
Chas. Gould 
Sidney Greene 
Tanara Hovey 
George Kast 
Herbert lessner 
Lily ifahlcr 
Joseph Pass 
Paul Pew ell 
Henry both 
Leonard Selic 
Alexander ’./aider. 


hose V/atkins 
Gilbert Grau 


Saiiuel Albert 
Philip Hass 
Russell Orodine 
L'iriam G. Chassan 

"h J _ 

JCfloriGC u>ddaiu 

Lina Di Fiore 

Pilton Feher 

Endice Shapiro Gottlieb 

1'ax Gralnick 

Serrs Hovey 

Ra.r.ez Uriss 

Eugene 3. Lehman 

Edgar Lustrarlen 

Herbert Cffner 

George Pepper 

Esther Roth 

George Sancell 

Cyril Tov:bin 

Fred barren 

Honan Granz 


Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions 


This organization was formed originally as the "Emergency Coraattee of 
the Hollywood Guilds ana Unions" to combat the so-called "Fascist L'otion 
Picture Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideals" and held its first 
.meeting on T.'edresday, June 28, 1944, in Uollyvtocd, California. The purpose 
of this original meeting was, according to an official announcement which 
appeared in the Hollywood Reporter, to get together representatives of 17 
guilds and unions in the -motion Picture Industry to set up a constructive 
program during the war and after which would protect the industry' and its 
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. By nay of identification, it should be pointed out that the Hot ion 

Picture Alliance for the Preservation of American Ideals, according to its 
statement of principles has been set up believing in the American nay of life 
in an effort to combat Connunism, Fascism and kindred beliefs that sought 

ns to undermine cur American Government. Coni’ icential Informant 
previously identified, nas related that sever* 1 meetings took 
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place in order to formulate plans fcr an organization set up to combat the 
Motion Picture Alliance. Cne of thc3e meetings took place on February 7, 
1944* two days after th« publicity announcin'* the formation of the ’lotion 






it was ascertaineu 

o.;t;;ijr.isL functionary in Los Angeles anti publicly identified, 
according to th" Voters' Registration in Lcs Angeles, as a meJber of the 
Corununist Party, met with Carl Vinter, the Executive Jecretary of the 
Los Angeles County Comnurist Party, to consider ways and means to attack the 
Motion Picture Alliance. 


A surveillance on Parch 2, 1944, by Agents of the l.os An.fel.es 
Office reflected that the following Co/munists gathered at oardi's Restaurant 
to formulate a proyra i directed against trv: "ction Picture Alliance: 

Elizabeth leach, 'Ailliam Pone ranee and George Pepper. Likewise a conference 
was had between John Howard Lav;. .on, leading Communist functionary in t!;c 
Uotion Picture Industry, and Robert Rcssen, former President of the screen 
’Writers Guild, and Hollywood Writers Mobilization, identifi ed in Section I 
of this me nor an iun as a Communist, with a siiiiiliLr-J^uiii^so. 

rc i hi. VUl . it 

.iliiara Pone ranee fust the icrcen '-•’rivers Guild sheuid start 
the bell rollir. ■ in for iin~ an attack cn t'ir Motion rict :rc *vlliance. Lawson sur— 
rested that tun ? black ha .’.a*ie a einst persons who v:ere leadin' the .’.'el ion Picture 
Alliance and tint th** attack be worded in such a way to indicate that the 
persons responsible for the "otion Picture Alliance were against the war effort. 
Through this' technical source, it was also ascertained that a meeting was held 
durinr Parch, 1944, at the home of .ilbert Maltz, screen writer whose Communist 
affiliations are set out in Section I, to further formulate plans tc fight 
the Motion Picture Alliance. At this ..ire ting. Agents surveilling the residence 
of Pal tz identified such active Co.urunist functionaries as Lester Cole and 
Elizabeth Leach, 


rtamsd that a conference was had between 


on :'ay 2, 1944, relative to tilQ "dirt the Coraiaunist Party wa 


on am Katz 
then atter.otin® 


. to uncover concerning the 1'otion Picture Alliance leaders", by way of icenti- 
. fication concerning the Katz with whan Lawson held this conference, it should be 
pointed out that this individual is Civarles Katz, a Los *»ngeles attorney when* 
John Leech, when testifying before a Los Angeles County Crane Jury, identified 
.33 a Communist Party member. John leech himself is a former Comoinist Party 
Organizer in Los Angeles. 
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Cn May 9, 19L4, an article appeared in the VJest Coast Columnist . . 
newspaper, the People's Y/orld, listing 38 film unions and guilds which sent 
delegates to a ineetin^ on 1-ay 2, 1?44. This mre tinp was called according 
to former Confidential Informant,fl|||^^H|H^flHB|^of the los Angeles 
Office, to formulate plans for th^Wfffiizatioi^^ie set up which would fight 
the Motion Picture Alliance. 

through 

H|Hit was ascertained that Dalton Trumbo, Co.nmunist screen writer, conferred 
w^iwSwson concerning the Motion Picture Alliance. Cn this occasion, Trunjbo 
indicated he had prepared a report wnich set out the long-range program being 
planned by the Ccmnunist Farty in its attack against the Motion Picture Alliance. 
Truinbo slated that t!i« opponents of the Motion Picture Alliance should be prepared • 
to offer a constructive program in contrast to the - otion Picture Alliance's 
destructive one. Truinbo stated that it v;as necessary to held a rnass Meeting and 
suggested the use of the Publicists Guild in obtaining the widest possible press 
space concerning the meeting. It was Trumbo' s opinion that the primary aims of this 
meeting should be a complete exposure of the Motion Picture Alliance. Trumbo 
believed that it should be brought out at this meeting the inability of the 
Motion Picture A.lliance to name one single picture containing their objective 
(Comninist propaganda). Trumbo believed that this v.as a very vital point 
inasmuch as he <iid not feel that this organization could attack a specific 
motion picture without attacking specific picture producing organizations and 
at that moment the ' cticn Picture Alliance would be riving th^ opposition new 
allies. Trumbo indicated the guilds and unions shoul: consider their 
-economic interests, in the postwar world as being one tiiat directly coincides 
with Cue economic interests of the producers and of the industry as a whole. 

Trumbo also indicated that the economic interest of all was directly dependent 
u£>on the kind of pictures made. 

He mentioned that the Motion Picture Alliance was against shaping 
the contents of a movie for any other purpose than that of making money. 

He also felt that they proposed to change the world cf notion pictures, 
thereby doing exactly what the Motion Picture Alliance ?ias fighting. Con- 
cerning Trumbo, it sneuid be pointed out that he is a Communist screen 
writer and that his Coinnuni3t~tonnections are set out in Section I of this 
memorandun^^i^rjoy^^^^^fc^J^^meeting held on i?ay 16, 1944, Confidential 
Inf onnant the Los ep-eles Office 

former Communist Party melnBer^st^ed that the idea was stressed to emphasize 
to the Public the role the motion pictures played against Fascism as well as the 
role pictures will play in the postwar world. He stated that this proposed 
organization was Conrsinist inspired and was created to fight "r^ baiting". 

He stated that if this proposed organization was successful it would help further 
Communist Propaganda in the motion picture industry. 
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He related that raost of the Individuals attending this meeting • , 
mnunist Party members or active Coemunist Party supporters, 
elated that on June 6, 1944, at the Screen Cartoonists Hall, 
a meeting which was called "an emerrenc^neetinr of the 
Hollywood Guilds and Unions". According to approximately IS 

persons v.ere present, including Robert Rose^^^^^^ra^a3 Chairman; 

’william Po.merarce; Herbert K. Sorrell and Lester Cole, all of whom have been 
identified in Section I of this iitemorandum as being or having been members 
of the Communist Party or Corasunist Political Association. 


The Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions as previouslynointe^^ 
ou^jas actually forced on June 23, 1944. According to Inf orman 
BHHBrn; of the purposes for which the Council was built was 
BSw^any individual group who attempts to attac^^^^Cn^^inist- front organ- 
izations in .aotion pictures". According the Hotion 

Picture Alliance was to be attacked from ali^^^^^^a^^W>nnected with 
everythinr subversive. It was to be accused of Fascism, anti-Oe.riocracv, 
anti-Semitism, anti-Catholicism, anti-Negro, anti-labor, anti-british, anti- 
Soviet, etc., so that the hot ion Picture Alliance would have nothing left to 
throw back it the Co.urunists without being a "copy cat." 


ormart oticn 

related tact 17 of the f crm'i tier. cf 

the Emergency Co..m.iittee of Hollywood C-uilds and Unions. 


Cn January 


through a highly 


delicate source, it was ascertained tnat there were 7 unions affiliated 
with the Conference of Studio Unions which belonged to the Council and that 
tnere were 2 International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees locals, 

2 independent unions ana one AF1 union which comprised the membership of the 
Council at that time. These were as follows* 


Screen Story Analyst Guild 
Screen Cartoonist Guild 
Screen Costumers Guild 
Film Technicians 
Film Flectriciars, Local AO 
’achir.ists Guild 

Musicians I ocal 7(-7 (This is not the musicians union to which 

musicians in the stuaio3 belon 1 *) 

Painters Unicn 
Screen Publicists Union 
Screen Supervisors Union 
Screen Set Jrccratcrs 
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This source related that the Council had lost, mainly because 
of the difficulties over the current filrr strike, th» Screen Actors Guild, 
^he_3creer. Cffice Employees Guild and lusicians Local tfUl • Infcnnant 
related the Ccuncil had supported all "l eft-winr. 

XhlTT'the labor movement. " This source, 1 

stated or. July 24, 1947* that a radical clement packed the first 
ref the Council and took it over. He expressed the opinion the Ccuncil 
was strictly Con.unist dominated, and, although the Council was relatively 
dormant at the present time, it must still be regarded as a force in the 
radical labor wine and will probably spring out soon in support of the third 
party v.rvement. ’/ith regard to t hn present officers, the latest report 
available concernin' the officers of the Hollywood Guilds anJ IViicns v; a s 
found in the Hollywood Reporter for ''arch 2, 191?. This publication 
reflected the !'c 1 lowin'* officers cf the Ccurcil >:e re elected: 


Chair: -in: 

Vice Chairmen: 
Secretary-Treasurer: 
3card of directors: 


Mary C. hcCall, Jr. 


Paul Harvey 
Tea illsworth 
John P.. f'artin 
Bill blawitz 
Min Sol via 


Howard listabrook 
dip i.'essclrcth 


(3crecr. h'riters Guild) 
(Screen Actors Guild) 
(Motion Picture Costuuers) 
(Film technicians) 

(Screen Publicists Guild; 
(Screen Cff ice F.rulovees 
Guild) 

(screen hriters Guile' 
C'cvin Picture fair iters, 
Arl , Lccul cu4J 


Cf- the ' above listed individuals, ’.'in ^elvin and bill Slovdtz are 
known Co;.vuinisLs and th^ir communistic connections are set out in Section I 
of* this .-ie.aorarr.un. 


It snuuld alsc be pointed cut that O.ryarct -er.net t ..ills accepted 

M tion of Executive 3®or^^^cf t.he Council accordin' to Infor.u’.r.t 

in February, 191t. that she indicates sue was forrrrly 
:t of the Screen Cf^^^^^^oyces Guild and a delegate to the Central 
Labor Courcil. /ills* Corurunisf connections are set out under Section I of 
this memorandum. — 
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CaKUHlST INFILTRATION OF LABOR GROUPS 
(October 2, 1947 to February 5, 1948) 


Conference of Studio Unions 


Alliance 



f International 

oi meaiTicai stage rmpioyues lurnisnea some of the minutes 

of the Conference of Studio Unions for the years 1942 through 1944 * which 
tend to prove that the Conference of Studio Unions was ''completely dominated 
by persons ’dthin the Coranmnisl^rbH". Certain portions of these minutes 
to support tlie above remark offljHHftire set out hereinafter. 

Cn Hovember 25, 1942, the minutes of the Conference of Studio 
Unions stated as follows: 


"'Ye can formulate a program which includes labor management 
committees, influencing picture content, solution of production 
problems so that the snail est amount of material and ranpower 
can be used in helping the war effort. ‘Ye must work for and 
accomplish a maximum all-out vork program." 

Cn January 13, 1943, the minutes of the Conference of Studio Unions, 
.under a section entitled Communications, stated: "Letter from Dave Golden, 
UOFJA^ Mo. 109 in New York presenting resolution concerning Paramount's ’For 
Y.'hora The Bells Toll* and KGLi's 'Tennessee Johnson'." This resolution was 
Hiade by Bernie Lusher and seconded by Morval Crutcher. (3oth of these indi- 
viduals have been identified as Communists through highly confidential and 
delicate sources.) The letter is set out as folloits: 

"’.HERLAS: Metro-Goldnyn-Mayer has produced a film titled 'Tennessee Johnson' 
dealing with the life of Andrew Johnson, who succeeded to the 
presidency of the United States on the assasination of Lincoln; 
and w “ 

"Y/HEHEAS: The film deals with a conflict between Fresident Johnson and 

Thaddeus Stevens, leader of the Republicans in the House, wherein 
Johnson is depicted in a most sympathetic light as a misunderstood 
man who fought to carry out Lincoln's democratic licconstmcticn 
policies and Stevens is portrayed a3 a politician who pursued 


Si • 
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highly questionable objectives not in accord with Lincoln’s 
policies; and 


l 


"VMS REAS: 


It is historical fact that Johnson, only President against whom 
impeachment proceedings were held, contributed mistily during his 
tenure of office to the destruction of Lincoln's Reconstruction 
policies which would have guaranteed the development of economic 
and political democracy in the South, while SteVens was a statesman 
who fought for the fulfillment of the principles for which the 
Civil 'far was fought, who gave strong support to President Lincoln’s 
policies, whose life-long struggle for the extension of democracy 


throughout Anerica won for 
white; and 


the love of the people, Negro and 


'fVKF.RF.AS : The film ’Tennessee Johnson' has already been remade several times 
due to the protests at the historical distortion portrayed therein; 


"THEREFORE 33 it HE 3CLVED: That the Conference of Studio Unions (representing 
6000 employees in the notion picture industry) express its belief 
that the release of this film, even in its present form, would be 
destructive of national unity and that Jetro-Goldrxyn-lIayer be urged 
to scrap tic film and make more patriotic use of both raw fila 
stock and finished film product." 


" RESOLUTION” 

,r ./HtitaAS: Paramount Pictures is producing a film 

version of Ernest Hemingway's 'For hhorn 
The Bell Tolls ' , a novel which dealt 
with the struggle of the Spanish people 
against the Fascist invasion of their 
Republic in 1936-33; and 


"V/HLEEAS : The newspapers and film trade press re- 

port Chat the producers of this film 
are, with the approval of the State 
Department, shoving it to representatives 
of the present Fascist government of Spain 
for censorship and approval in order that 
the film should not offend that govern- 
ment ; and 



mi 




"WHLREAS: 


It is a fact that the present govern- 
ment of Spain achieved power with the 
military aid of German and Italian 
Fascism and maintains very close re- 
lations with those enemies of the 
United States; 


"THEREFCKii; B3 IT RESOLVED: That the Conference 6f 
Studio Unions (representing six 
thousand employees in the motion 
picture industry) protests this 
censorship of an /.nerican film by a 
Fascist government, that we express 
our belief that the American Film 
Industry is responsible only to the 
American people and peoples of the 
United nations, who are waging a vrar 
of survival against Fascism, and that 
this action on the part of the State 
Department and Paramount Pictures is 
not in the interests of our Nation's 
and our .Mlies* war effort." 

On .'.larch 10, 1943* the minutes revealed that a motion made by one 
________ Gilbert ana seconded by Bemie Lusher indicated "that the Conference 

of Studio Unions (CSU) go on record opposing the making of the film based 
on the life of Rickenbacker and refer the matter to the executive board for 
action* Hotion carried." 

Oi June 9, 1943, under a section entitled "Cld 3usihess", the minutes 
read: "The question of the Rickenbacker picture was raised again, pointing 
out that Twentieth Century Fox is going right ahead with this production." 

A motion was made by billiara Pomerance (a menber of the Communist Party who 
has been identified as such through a highly confidential and delicate source) 
and seconded by one "Read, which read as follows: 

"That we write letters to Green, Uirray and the f..R. 

Brotherhoods suggesting that letters of protest to the 
making of the picture be sent from all internationals 
and that we send letters suggesting like action to 
all local district counsel bodies of the three 
organizations. 

"LTotion carried. " 
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Cn October 13, 1943, the minutes read as follows: "A report was * 
made of the motion taken by the Central Labor Council at its last meeting 
authorizing sending of a letter to Gary Cooper asking that he does not 
accept the role in the Rickenbacker picture vdth a copy to go to the Screen 
Actors 1 Guild." This motion was made by 'allia/n Pomerance, previously iden- 
tified as a Communist. The letter, on the stationery of the Conference of 
Studio Unions, read as follows: 


"October 18, 1943 

"!!r. Gary Cooper 
11940 Chapa ral St. 

Los Angeles 2U f Calif. 

"Dear ITr. Cooper: 

"As you no doubt already know, organized labor throughout the country has 
been deeply incensed by the anti -labor activities of Captain Eddie hie ken- 
backer . The Conference of Studio Unions, representing six thousand union 
workers in the motion picture industry, is perturbed at the recurrent 
rumor that you will portray Captain Rickenbacker in the 20th Century-Fox 
film slated for early production. 

"’3e do not wish to detract in any way from the courage Captain Rickenbacker 
- displayed in his dramatic rescue at sea. 7/e do feel however, that he has 
forfeited his claim to heroism by exploiting his adventures to the detri- 
ment of the war effort through tils anti-labor expressions. 

* • - 

"Qi the other hand you have alv/ays been identified on the screen as a true 
American embodying the love of all people — labor ana other.vise — which 
is the essence of our democracy. 

n '.7e feel that if you play Captain Rickenbacker in the proposed film, the 
loss will be two-fold: you will do a disservice to the public in making 
them believe Rickenbacker is*~a real hero — - obviously the film will not 
show him in his anti-labor role; and you will do yourself a great dis- 
service because to the men and women of labor who know Rickenbacker for what 
he is, you vd.ll lose your identification vdth greatness. 

- "T7e therefore ask you to state definitely that you vdll r:ot portray Eddie 
Rickenbacker in the 20th Century-Fox picture," 
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"Sincerely yours. 


Herbert K. Sorrell 
President . 


"HKSjbc 

sceg/1391 

cc: Janes Cagney, Pres. Screen Actors Guild." 


According to In formnr. 
constitute a perfect example of 
a notion picture by declaring it "unfavorable to labor”. He continued by 
pointing out that when Captain Eddie Rickenbacker returned from the Soviet 
Union and praised the Russian soldiers, all the protests concerning the film 
based on the story of his life were dropped by the Conference of Studio 
Unions. 



in his opinion the above samples 

a oor union can control the content of 


It should be noted that in the revisr of the testimony given before 
the October Hearings of the House Committee on Un-American Activities, ref- 
erence was made to these same films, namely, "Tennessee Johnson” and the life 
of Rickenbacker. This reference is set out in Section VI of this memorandum. 

The "Los Angeles Herald and Express" dated October 28, 1947, 
carried an article which reflected that members of the AFL Screen Set Decora- 
tors on October 28th asked the Hollywood Studios to return then to their jobs 
which they had abandoned over a year ago to support the strike of the Con- 
ference of Studio Unions. The Union voted that it would no longer penalize 
its members for crossing studio picket lines, which action was similar to 
that taken just previously by the Painters' Union, Local ,.'644, on the recom- 
mendation of Herbert K. Sorrell. The Business Manager of the Carpenters' 

Union, Local ?;'946, James K. Skelton, whose union originally called the strike, 
stated that the Local would continue to picket lines but Yroula not make an 
- effort to stop the former strikers from going into the studio. The Decorators' 

• Local £1421 declared: "In recognition of the severe hardship and the treaen- 

• dous sacrifices endured by the loyal members since Septaiber, 1946, this 

Union n as declares that those members who feel compelled to do so my return 

- to studio employment." Sorrell, head of the Conference of Studio Unions, de- 

clared that this action was not a "crackup" of the strike and asserted: 



\Ub 
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"This is not a settlement. It is not a capitulation to the IAT5E or to the' 
producers, i'here is no thought of Painters’ Local ;/644- quitting the present 
fight for jobs with the studios." 


Concerning the testimony civen at the Hearings of the House Com- 
mittee an Un-American Activities that ATL .'.lotion Picture Painters’ Union Local 
*644 was doninated by Coonunists, the Union itself published an open letter 
refuting these renarks in the "Hollywood Citi sens' Hews". 'This publication, 
on November 12, 1947, carried a copy of a letter itiich the Union had mailed 
to the Speaker of the House, Representative Jos«35h iiirtin, in which a strong 
denial was nr*.de of these allegations. The letter pointed out that the Union 
officials had iiled a non-Counnnist affidavit required by the Taft-!Iartley 
Law and vras ci-neu by the officers which v? ere headed by Robert Rusk. The 
officers also included Herbert K. Sorrell. Sorrell has been identified as a 
former aanber of the Communist Farty by tic California State Committee on 
Un-American Activities headed by Senator Jack 3. Tenney. 



bereen Writers 1 Guild 

The Screen ".‘riters’ Guild, as early as September, 1947, announced 
publicly t.hat it intended to fig; it the probe which was being conducted by 
the House Committee on Un- American Activities. 

Articles which appeared in the Trade Press "The Hollywood Reporter” 
and the "Daily Variety" of Sept&mber 10 and 11, 1947, mentioned that the 
Screen '.liters ' Guild had been split over two main subjects, (1) a proposed 
royalty of one percent of the take on all films, which was to go to the Screen 
"Viters' Guild; (2) a move by Imett Lavery, at that time President of the 
Screen '’.'liters' Guild, to have all executive board raaabers sign the non-Caa- 
nunist affiliation certificates. The "Hollywood Citizens' News" on November 
12, 1947, carried an article which reflected that James II. Cain, a member of 
the Guild and the purported author of the proposed "American Authors’ Authority", 
told fellow members of the Guild that it was loaded with Cormunists. Cain re- 
portedly sent a letter to all G uil d members in connection with election which 
- was to held in the near future within the Guild in which he asserted that the 
. charges made by writer Rupert Hughes, Congressnan J. Parnell Thomas and State 
Senator Jack 3. Tenney that the Guild teams with Reds is true "whether we 
like it or not”. Cain also likened the Guild ma^zine "Pravdushka" to the 
• lesser "Pravda", Hoscow newspaper that is the mouthpiece for Stalin. 
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On December 16, 1947, a meeting wu called by the Soreen Write re''' 
Guild where the members of the organization were to discuss co-operating with 
the Producers* Committee concerning the stand on employment of Communists 
within the industry. On the day previous to this meeting, December 14th, 
Billie Davenport, the mother-in-law of Screen Writer Waldo Salt, indicated 
that Waldo Salt had just informed her that his option had been taken up 
by RKQ and that he was to be out of a job after finishing the script for 
the coming picture, "Ivanhoe". ^he stated that Dore S chary. Executive Pro- 
ducer at RKO, talked to Waldo for more than an hour and a half and had 
explained to him that RXC's action was not for political reasons but be- 
cause it had been necessary to out down. According to Davenport, Waldo was 
not taken in by this talk^and was certain in his own mind that Por e h ad been 
told to ;ret 


ougn this 

same source, ic was ASUf tallied “that on December iatn, bait reminded a few 
people in the Guild of the meeting scheduled for December ISth. On this 
occasion, he pointed out that in a conference with Schary,. the latter stated 
he wanted to secure everyone's opinion and was urging the screen writers not 
to criticize the producers and to assure the people that this ratter of 
firing and black-listing would happen only to the five so far involved. Schory 
explained his change in attitude by remarking: "Back in 1938, we had the 
worst muddiog of our waters, 'Peace in Our Time', and I think the producers 
just say *Peace in Our Time'." Salt indicated that he could not help but 
agree that Schary's stand was his only way out. 


Op December 15, 1947, approximately five hundred members of the 
Screen Writers' Guild met with representatives of the Producers* Committee to 
discuss the latter's actions concerning the matter of handli ng C ommunism 
the motion pioture industry. Screen writers 
in referring to the meeting, were emphatic i 
usual, were able to control tho conducting of the meeting. These sources 
stated that Dalton Trumbo, screen writer, brought the crowd to attention when 
he attacked Schary, Wenger and Edward J. Kannlx as being liars, hypocrites 
and thieves. Trumbo '« first fiery outburst followed an appearance before the 
Guild of three producers who came to request the writers to "lay off the pre- 
sent situation, and instead of criticism of producers, who fire Communists, to 
iw>rk with the producers in an all-industry publio relations campaign*. Aocord- 
ing to these sources, Schary spoke to the writers while Kan nix and Wangor 
sat on the speakers’ platform. After Schary finished his speech and the 
producers left the meeting, Trumbo was successful in grabbing the siicrophone 
and shouted: "These three men have come here to force their weasel-minded 
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policies dorm the throat of this Guild* I want to denounce than for what 
they are, liars, hypocrites and thieves." These sources stated that when 
the audience quieted down, Trumbo continued by stating: "First," said 
Tr umb o, "take this hypocrite, Dore Schary, who has betrayed every principle 
this guild was founded on. Read liis testimony in V/ashington. I came back 
on the same train with him. Three times he sent for me, finally I saw him 
and for an hour I told him to his face what a hypocrite he was. Then this 
Uannix. Hiring the last year and a half time and again he has told job he 
didn’t care if Communists were working at Iletro. During the last strike he 
told rae to be quiet because he felt just as strongly as I did against the 
red-baiting tactics of Koy brewer. And ranger 1 that idiot hasn’t made one 
public utterance in the past live years that he hasn't begged cie to write for 
him. Everything he's ever saici 1 had to write for him. Even more than that; 
during the United Nations meeting in San Francisco he telephoned me long ois- 
tance, got me an A-l priority to fly to Frisco and had me ghost the speech 
for Edward Stettinius. I worked five nights on that speech with ’"anger and 
btettinius. How they come here and ask you, my fellow guild members, to turn 
your back on me when I am fighting for a principle that concerns every man in 
this room. I haven't changed one bit during the past year and a half. I am 
now what I was then. Are we going to be swayed by this lying hypocrisy?" . 

The informants pointed out that Trumbo' s remarks actually ./ere 
made before the producers were able to leave the room, and that they followed 
f chary's arguments to the group. According to these sources, fchary e:qiresscd 
' the gash: that; . '-'In tlic spot I am in tonight I would much rather ’oe down 
tlEre with you th an up here. You know how I felt in ‘..asnington, but I work 
-for EEC; they. determined tlie policy. I voted against that policy but ns: I 
believe in it. Cur job is public relations. The producers told me that as 
coon as the snotligiit is removed tilings will get back to the way they used 
to be. 7e !i_vc got to make the people ol' .bn erica regain confidence in our 
industry . T ..'e need your help. Ve ask you to please be patient about the 

first two joints of our program. V.e do not ask that you endorse or condone; 
only be patient. V.e ao ash that you assist us in our public relations job." 

The focal point of the meeting was a statement of policy adopted by 
the newly elected all-Guild board, which submitted it to the membership for 
its approval, borne of the important points in this declaration of policy were: 

(a) Recognition that there was a Communist menace in America; 

(b) The expressed belief that both the Thomas Committee and the Communist 
Party were equally subversive; 
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(c) Disapproval of three mashers of the Screen ’Viters’ Guild who testified 
as friendly witnesses in V.'ashingtan, because they made public utterances 
to the effect that the Guild was Coranunist— dominated ; 

(d) Disapproval of the actions of the ten witnesses i#jo refused to answer 
the questions; 

(e) Criticism of the four members of the Screen writers’ Guild among the 
'’unfriendly witnesses" for refusing to say whether or not they were 
members of the Screen ’(Viters ’ Guild. "Dy doing this',* the statement 
continued, "They placed the Guild and the Cosmunist Party in the eyes 
of tiie public as two similar organization". 

Two resolutions were affixed to the statement of policy* They were 
as follows : 

1. The Guild will appear as amicus curiae in the civil suits to be insti- 
tuted against the studios by the writers who have been fired for Concrunist 
activity, and the Guild vdll supply "the best available counsel" to tliis 
end. 

2. The Guild will cotiiat any effort on the part of the producers to form a 
blacklist of writers for their Communist, activity, and will begin its 
fir! it in the fora of a court injunction to restrain the producers from 
firing any more ’.rriters. 

The informants who reported on this meeting stated that following the 
introduction of the statement of policy there was a free-for-all battle for 
its defeat led by writers Trunbo, Albert ulaltz, Lester Cole and Ring Lardner, 
'Jr., all of whom have been cited for oontempt of Congress. The statement of 
policy was finally passed at 1:00 a.m. by a slender margin of two votes. I.l2ny 
supporters of the statement of policy, however, began to speak in favor of a 
move to reconsider, which brought another vote, and by a two-thirds margin to 
reconsider, the measure was passed and the statement of policy was tabled by 
an overwhelming vote. These sources stated that many of the anti-Coramunist 
members of the Guild had left the meeting when the vote was announced on the 
statement of foiicy. Vihen tTiese departing members had left, it was the same 
old story; the Communists outlasted their opponents and wo n the battle at 
2:00 a.m. 


An interesting sidelight was pointed out by screen writer 
concerning the derogatory remarks made by 'frurabo ..1th regard 




^ccorurng to this source, screen writer Don Hartman took the floor to defend 
Cchary. Hartman pointed out that Schaiy had spoken out in Washington for 
political tolerance as he did in New York, and that Schary had tried to get 
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3CG to vote drwrn thia action on the part of the producer** Hertvn want on' 
to try that. Soh»ry *o*14 wave to violate • oonfldeooe but that .ho though 
aodor tho ^nBuaatooooa pBhsyy er4Qd be'ewcueed fbrdotnw so, Be told that 
Cchsry ha* to t->o Vils^Mtio^^r^uit aid *if he t^lts, 1|y$'yi|»^itf iata?' 
the h?K*a of the et K ar fine. stated that ho distinct 

nression that Ccbary aas goin^aiffl^dth the oroducera ao that t>*e pact of- 
Eeecutive Iroducer at 30 would not go to an anti-SoaauniatrowS that, of ~ 
course, Schary Is naturally interested in the pay cheek of *8,000 a seek. 


Curing the debate previously referred to, Trurobo spoke in a dia- 
onmging .nanner abcut the three writers who had r.cted as "friendly witnesses* 
before the IIo"*e Gonmittee on Un-American Activities. Trumbo said th^h he 
would *oon;—.cu?l y write these three writers into the ooorhouae. !ie said that 
he would merely adopt r neo n°.ie and continue writing, and th*t Unless it. was 
necessary to hive him in for story conferences his identity rai^ht not be re- 
vealed. 


Confidential Znfom-' nt, a screen writer, st.?t«« th»t 

the anti-Gojimuni st groups within riters • Guild are attempting to 

establish a Droxv votin' **ystcn rhereb" t v ry can C""t.rol voting, f s they 
believe they outnumber tic* Cennunist greuo. It should be noted th»t in the 
o^st fiey b«*v* been inactive? consequently, *»s been controlled by 

the Gemini st *~cuo. Accord *»” tr> I 'fi'r ‘ e in of t’*'C ooiiion 
that the efforts taken by the innustry to < aT^i^^Wing cert' in of I.h© 

, unfriendly witnesses is strictly window dressing, and t x ®t they hope tie oub- 
lic rill feel tnbt’ "AoU.'-wcod ’ s house" has been thoroughly cleaned. He said 
th't ..ernham. ialarsky, semen writer, v.’ho h'-s previously been identified as 
> •Gomrair.’ ?t t Touch a highly cor fi bent i*-l an' - ' delicate souroe, '.as being 
T'ornod to take over John IIo? -,rd Lawson's position as top Ccmniiiistn functionary 
in the Guild *nc the Hollywood cultural groups. He was a Gomnunist conspirator 
in labor circles before he hscssiw n writer and, accrding to this source, 
rn -ht t" .es 'T*' ed «*s ” "t'ligh ch-rcctor**, one thorou'~ v ly schooled in street 
fighting '-.no violent revolutionary t 9 sti.es. 


The Ion „»ngeles laHy l>*s on January 14, 1943, reflected that the* 
Gcmen '"riters 'Jivlld '-eld c •leeting in the HclV/w-jod . -onevelt Hotel on 
January 3 3, 19 / 1 '*. At this neetin^ the "progressive C'.ucus" css defeated in . 
their nttemrt t r fi -»ht the black listin'* of writers cited fer c^ntemnt by the 
House Gomrdttee on "Jn-.vx; rienn Activities. At this meeting, t"fi new ? resident. 






Sheridan Gibney, at the Screenwriters Guild ae—nnoed that at bo mm? Thuman- 
‘.mold ^ retained hey the -Guild te„ defend .the three writers whe had :■ 

brsurbt civil action efainet the uf jor prodoc era folloo-iny their discharge# 

These writers era due Lprdper, J?.j discharged. by 20th G enter? ?ox, end pal too 
Tnuobo as well as ’-eater Sole let out by GTJ. Uncording to Glbr wy , *'r. >«w»%4 
had accepted the retainer provided his lav oartners aive their anoroval* 

• *“■ 

Screen Actors Guild 

The Gcreen Actors’ Guild held its annual election on Genteaber 16, 

1947. -‘t this nectin~ a resolution to the effect that no Gcmonists or persona 

*-ith Goarnnist • ffilioti ons coulc b»; on officer of the Guild was adopted. Thla 
action r.i a publicized in the action Rictus trade aacazine ’’V- piety" on. - 
r>ece.aber 17, 1947* It should be noted, however, . that Larry Psrtrs ahd c 

-evere were both elected to the Axecutive Hoard. These individuals have been 
identified previously in this nenor^ncum as Goocainists* . * 

On Leceiuher 3, 1947, notion picture actressa^^^^^^Badvised that 
the Screen Actors’ Guild anoesrs to be wsgi njt a aucceslR^^^^rc to keep oat. 
radical actors ?md actressc-3 from executive oositions. She naic there were a 
few, however, -ho mysteriously seemed to remain in ''ositions of cravirience within 
the or^ni ■’■eti on, v.hich .-ir.; h 1 “ the rsdicel "rouo to b-’in- 'bout c'jsoprd. Sote 
of the radical actors and actresses ic’enti fled as possible Ga.ctunists by this 
source were Howard frcJlva, Lloyc Goff, Lr.rry Parks^AleranAe^Tncx, "=rea 
L'orlew, Hurae Gronyn, and Anne ’evere. According executive 

officer Donald naran viat endeavorin-r to keep the ra^W^^^WWs ont of con- 
trollin' oositions in the Guild. 


tent ion was attracted to Jane Struawick, el?o *crtown as Jane 
Q he-oar(!^S^)^dohn Gheooard, the actor. Jane Gt.rudwicfc h=d the re nutation 
of being very influential behind the scenes in directin'’ Jortiunist oolicy for 
various orgaai zr„ ti onr in ’ioll •r.t'xjd particularly in the African *’eter**«s 
Gontnittee, "cvcrlv "ilia Post. This informant subsequently identified G true wick 
as bein - identical . ith • T ?.neJ : ead, a person whoa she knew durin? the early onrt 
of ' orla >r II when ’V*d was" actively eivra’ec in ralelxir f bnds for the bniM. 
>r -telief. lead was rt that' time- allegedly raisins ?175,000 for this relief 
opp animation at a Shrine Vuditorium ’rtierin-; diring the early oert of the wr. 
Acad has always oeen susDccted of bein? a Gonwmnist by tlds source. This belief 
wis based orinw rily upon the associations of lead idto ia known to be close to 
Howard T>?Silva and Herbert 'ibeman in the Hollywood left win--* circle. According 
to this source, Jsne Strurivick specifically clnisin to be associated with the 
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British Ministry of Information coon 
known to be a contact of^Mmrabej^of 
the radical 

mentioned by this source the follow! 
through highly confidential and deli 
informants mho are members of the Co 
Parka, Karen Uorley, Anne Revere, He 


Concerning actor Sterling 
releases given to tfcyden*s alleged s 
prominent Washington, D. C., family 
attempted to indoctrinate the girl w 
stated that even though Hayden denie 
press, the story must be true as Kay 


According to 
and a personal acquain 
over f£yden being subp 
Hayden might “break" and if he did h 
us all," includes la lot of high Gov 
infomentdHj^^ both Hayden and Th 
She had n (documentary proof, houeve 


"* Thorapkins has been identif 
West Ins Angeles during the year 19U 
"Who is a member of the Westwood Coun 
Party. 


Ronald Reagan has advised 
headed by Louis B. Mayer the purpose 
motion picture industry of Communist 
was an outgrowth of the Thomas Comal 


subsequent meeting of motii 


“pip tuu 


related that he Is firmly convinced 
by statutes that the Communist party 
inspired conspiracy. Second, that C 
Communist controlled so that members 
cation of disloyalty. He felt tliat 
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Government would make it very difficult for any committee of motion picture 
people to conduct any type of cleaning of their own household, ffe pointed 
out that with regard to the screen Acton Guild the provisions of the Taft- 
Hartley law created an issue in that Anne Revere, the Guild's Treasurer, 
recently resigned rather than sign a non-Coomunlst affidavit. He said that 
the recently concluded elections which resulted with Larry Parks and Anne 
Revere being elected member of the Executive Board may create a similar issue 
inasmuch as these Individuals will also be required to sign noD-Comuniat 
affidavits. He pointed out that this, however, has not as yet aaterialised. 

On January 13, 19U8, 

Screen Actors Guild, in describing recent activity in 
the Guild's activity is summarized in a lengthly ballot covering 21 resolutions 
which was submitted to the members of the Guild as of December 29, 19U7, with 
the request that the members return their vote by mail on each of the 21 reso- 
lutions contained in the ballot. Among the resolutions which appeared on this 
ballot relating to the problem of Communist infiltration of the motion picture 
industry Is as follows: 

•tfHEREAS, we do not deny the civil right of any person to be a 
member of the Connunist Party; however, we do affirm that a member 
of the Conmrunist Party has an obligation to the C out minis t party 
which transcends his other obligations and which would transcend 
his obligations to the Screen Actors Guild as a member of the 
^ 'Board of Directors or as an Officer or executive officer of the 
Guild. 

» - 

"NOT, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that no person shall be eligible 
to hold any office or executive office with the Screen Actors 
Guild, nor to serve on its Board of Directors nor on any Guild 
committee, unless and until such person signs an affidavit that 
he is not a member of the Communist party nor affiliated with 
such party.* 

This scores stated' that when this resolution was discussed at a 
Guild meeting, arguments against it were advanced which ars summarised in the 
ballot by the following statement: 

"ARGU1ENTS ADVANCED AT MEETING HI OPPONENTS OF AMENDED RESOLUTION 
NO. 1: 

. "There is no proof that the Conmunlst Party Is ready to overthrow 
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or undermine, We don't know what is meant by *a Coneunist* or 
what the Communist Party is. It la a red herring. There i» an 
hysteria ell over the country over 1 reda r . Our union Is democratic* 
and if we feel a candidate is a Consainlst we need not vote for 
hit. This resolution begins to destroy the right of an individual 
to participate fully in our democracy. Producers think this reso- 
lution is a great gag. They think weidll devote most of our time 
to deciding who is a red* and won't have time to attend to our 
business of creating better working conditions. 11 

According to discussions against this resolution were 

led by the following fou^TnSvidualsi actor Sam Levene whose arguments were 
along the line that the Guild and its members did not know who was and who was 
not a Coanunist. Levene made the statement he had attended a rally at Gilmore 
Stadium which was addressed by some of the nineteen persons who were subpoenaed 
before the Thomas Committee and according to them the Thomas Committee considered 
everyone at that rally a Communist. 


Borland .Sard tried to defeat the amendment by ridicule* making a 
lengthly speech stating that no one should be elected to office in the Guild 
if he belonged to any of several organizations* and then proceeded to list 
organizations at random until the membership became so bored it was necessary 
to take the floor from him. 

~ ~ .Lloyd- Gough spoke against the resolution and tried to base his argu- 

ment on the contention it would start a controversy within the Guild at which 
.the producers would sit back and laugh. 

According the strategy employed by Gough was to try to 

defeat the resolution b^^fereing it would furnish aid and comfort to the 
common enemy of both the right and left* namely the Producers Association. 

The above-referred to resolution was passed by the Guild by a vote 
of 1307 to 157 . With regard to this vote* this source pointed out that during 
the past several meetings of the Screen Actors Guild he has noted the Conuunist 
clique therein is usually able to ouster a vote of approximately 15 0 persons. 

He stated that on some issues they can mislead more or less but that usually 
their complete voting strength will be approximately IJJO. 

Resolution Number Five also touched upon the subject of Coranunism 
to the extent it is involved in compliance with the Taft-Birtley Law which 
requires the- signing of af fidavlte. However* linked with this resolution was 
a statement that no one could be elected to office in the Screen Actors Guild 
unless he was American born. - 


59 - 


)55 





According to 
undemocratic in the e 


‘JMR 


this latter provision made this resolution 
rd and they reco— ended s "no* vote. Hie 
final tabulation on this resolution resulted In the resolution not being 
1 adopted. 


According t 

Interest inasmch as _ 

-rigorously for its adoption. In^HHHp^opinion, this resolution 
Illustrates the strategy and tecfflfque^^esorted to by Coenunists within a 
labor organization in their efforts to gain control of a union. This resolu- 
tion is quoted as follows t 



the Coi 


Resolution Number Seventeen was slso of 
at element within the Guild camoaianed 


"WHEREAS, the need for a mail ballot in voting for officers, board, 
and other important issues affecting the membership is, in some 
measure, recognized and understood as necessary for certain locals 
within the AAAA, due to a migratory membership of certain affiliates, 
and 


"7JHEREAS, the SAG has, since its inception, instituted and retained 
this form of balloting, ignoring the fact that this necessity did 

not apply to this organization as its membership, or 90% of it, is 
concentrated in the area of Los Angeles, and 

"WHEREAS, the mail ballot, as used by the SAG, ia unfair, mis- 
- leading to the membership, and tends to. allow too much control 
to remain indefinitely in the hands of the too few who control the 
SAG, and 

"WHEREAS, the mail ballot, in unscrupulous hands, could control ths 
organization by being the sole possessor of the Guild's mailing 
lists, and with such lists would be able to completely misinform 
the membership on vital issues, campaign for those who seek office 
for base reasons and become an evil power impossible to break, and 

"WHEREAS, the mail ballot, as used by the SAG, effects the per- 
petuity of certain incumbents while worthy persons also seeking 
office are put at a disadvantage because of the lack of the SAG'S 
membership lists for campaign purposes, and 

S 

"WHEREAS, a growing membership dissatisfaction is evidenced by the 
very poor returns in each SAG mall election, as barely 5Q3 of the 
members bother to ballot, which is in itself a colossal waste of 
funds, and 
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"YStEREAS, In other good A.F. rfL. unions, independent unions, the 
national, state and municipal elections are all held by poll ballot- 
ing, and 

"W1ER2AS, the necessity for a mail ballot did not and does not now 
exist for the SAG, so 

"THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that all Toting, whether for officers, 
executive secretary, members of the Board of Directors, or any issue 
affecting the membership of the SAG shall be by poll balloting, at 
a place within the city of I*A., Calif." 

T«ie arguments in favor of this resolution which were advanced by 
various members of what informant termed the left wing fringe of the Screen 
Actors Guild are summarized as follows in the official ballot: 


"The mail ballot encourages monoply in Guilds and Unions and has 
long been abolished in many of the more enlightened and democratic 
ones. A mail ballot encourages the election of the incumbents 
solely because they arc so noted on the ballot, regardless of their 
past voting record on membership issues. The mail ballot, in some 
unions, is used as a device to perpetuate in office certain groups 
dedicated to selfish outside interests and inimical to the best 
Interests of the union's membership. The mail ballot places a 
premium on ignorance of the membership as no one outside of those 
who control the union has access to the membership lists for the 
purpose of informing the body. The mail ballot is wrong; if it 
were otherwise, the federal, state and municipal elections would 
all be held under such a system. Balloting should be done by the 
members themselves at membership meetings as is the practice of 
other democratic, informed and contented unions. A 'Tea* vote is 
urged." 


It is the opinionj>i^^^HIHhat the goal of the proponents of 
this resolution was to have fre^en^uHId meetings which their clique would 
attend regularly and remain late and in this manner possibly be able to pass 
resolutions they could not otherwise put through. 


According 


leaders of the Communist element within 


the Guild continue to be, in his opinion, Ann Revere end Lloyd Gough* He 
stated that others who support these two individuals regularly are Morris 
Camovsky, iarry parks, and Roman Bohnen. 







Uary Tarcai, Roman Eohnen, Lloyd Bridges, J. Eduard Bromberg, Phil Brora, 

* Morris Carnovsky, and Hose Hobart. Of these individuals Tercel, Bohnen, 

^ Bridges, Bromberg and Carnovsky have been Identified as communists through * 

* most highly confidential and delicate source. 

Screen cartoonists Guild 

The Executive Board of the Screen Cartoonists ^ulld Local #652 of 
the A.F, of L. made it known by an advertisement appearing in the "Hollywood 
Reporter" on October 30, 19U7, that it unanimously voted to refute the state- 
ment mode by Malt Disney before the House Conmittee regarding the Disney 
strike of 19Ll that n lt was not a labor problem at all". 

^^^mi^^HmPmU^Hscreen Cartoonists Guild, stated that 
the strik^va^cause^B^^T^Tn^coaipany » s unwillingnese to recognise the 
union and to bargain and negotiate a contract. 2. The firing of one of the 
members for union activities. It was also pointed out that the Rational Labor 
Relations Board later reinstated this discharged member with full pay for the 
time he was out. It should be pointed out that the Business Representative 
for the Screen cartoonists Guild is Uaurice Howard, who has been identified 
as a Com mun ist through a most highly confidential and delicate source. 

Y/alt Disney in discussing the Screen Cartoonists Guild pointed out 
that this union is not affiliated with the Motion Picture Producers Association, 
'but i£ i3- ; linked with the Society of Independent Motion Picture Producers which 
is headed by Donald Nelson. As a consequence the Cartoonists Guild has not been' 
apked to fora a committee to meet with the producers in an attempt to combat 
Communism as have the other talent guilds. Kr. Disney pointed out, however, 
that a new election comes up in June, 1?U8, at which time undoubtedly some 
action will be taken concerning Communism. 

He stated that the Disney studios now employ the largest percentage 
of Guild members having approximately 250 people on the regular pay roll so 
that as the e.nployees of the Disney Studios vote so will the entire membership. 
He continued by pointing out that he is of the opinion that the Communist 

- problem for the Screen Cartoonists Guild came to a head when the Technicolor 

* Studios were on strike in the recent Conference of studio Uhions-lnteroational 

; Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees struggle. At that time Disney Studios 

laid off LOO workers and in this group were all persons suspected of being 
Communists. As a result tne Studios took back <JO ani tt.c total membership of 
the Screen Cartoonists Guild has fallen to approximately £00 of which 2£0 work 
in one studio the balance being split among MGU, Warner's, paramount end various 
independent cartoonist unite. 





Screen Directors Guild 


The “Hollywood Reporter* and the “Daily variety* on October 23, 19U7, 
both publicised the feet that the Screen Directors Guild Board did not approve 
of Director Sam food's testimony before the House Committee. Formal objections 
to food's remarks were made to Joseph LSartin, Jr, , Speaker of the House, by 
telegram which read, "The Board of Directors of the Screen. .Directors Guild feels 
called upon to deny the testimony of Sam food regarding communistic activities 
in the Screen Directors Guild and it is our considered belief that food's remarks 
are without foundation." The wire was signed by George Stevens, President of the 
Guild, and the Board of Directors. 



and motioir picture director Cecil - 0 , BeJUlJLS nave gotten together anc 
that they will attempt to exercise control over the Screen Directors Guild by 
packing the meetings with people friendly to “the American system". Consequently 
on December h, 19U7 , Hr. DeHille called a meeting in his office. The following 
Individuals were in attendance? Sam wood, Leo Mccarey, George Marshall, David 
Butler, and Tay Garnett. These men laid out' a plan of attack to be used at the 
meeting night of the Screen Directors Guild. According to 

informant the Screen Directors Guild had sent out the same innocuous 

notice of xK^fl^Wing. Mr. Deliills telephooically called George Stevens, Presi- 
dent of the Guild, and asked whether the topic discussed in the letter would be 
the only one brought up at the meeting and the latter replied to the effect that 
this .business would not take long and then they would get down to the real 
meat of the meeting. Tilien Deilille questioned Stevens as to what this was, Stevens 
reported it would deal with the present anticommunist drive on the part of the 
producers. Mr. DeMille stated that he as well as Sam food and George Marshal 
have not been able to figure out just where Stevens stands on the matter of 
Co m n u nism. Stevens has refused to take a definite stand but in his position as 
President he attempts to administer the affairs of the meetings in an impartial 
manner. 




Ur. DeMille, together with the men mentioned above, went through the list 
of members of the Screen Directors Guild and checked the following members who 
in their opinion are Co ironists? Curtis Bernhardt, John Berry, Herbert Biberman, 
Jules Dassin, Edward Dnytryk, Peter Godfrey, Henry Hathaway, Alfred Hitchcock, 

Phil Carlson, Elia Kazan, Herbert Kline, Zoltan Korda, Albert Lewln, Anatols Litvak, 
Lewie Milestone, jack Moss, Max Hosseck, Clifford Odets, Irving Pichel, Otto 
Preminger, Lewis J. Rachmil, Irving Reis, Jean Renoir, Robert Rossen, Victor 
Seville, Vincent Sherman, S. Sylvan Simon, Robert Siodmak, Frank Tuttle, Josef Von 
Sternberg, Bernard Vorhaus, Orson Telle*, Billy Wilder, William Wyler. 



( 


Mr. DeMllle pointed out that thla grcwp at a. Meting of the Screen 
Director* Guild act in unison and in the opinion of Mr. DeMllle represent the 
faction within the Guild froa whoa control met be wrested. Consequently 
Mr. DeMllle and his associates called a certain number of Guild members and 
packed the Meting of December 5th. 

According to Mr. DeMllle, they were succesafUl in forming a"nllltant 
groujf resulting in DeMllle 's group bein^hla to "blast the Communists* m 
discussing the meeting the InforMnt^^^^paaid, "lie talked then off their 
feet,* and "they did not expect a crowd and we licked them.* Mr. DeMllle 
Introduced a resolution which reads as follows » 


"WHEREAS, we do not deny the civil right of any person to be a 
member of the Communist party, however we do affirm that a member 
of the Communist Party has an obligation to the Communist party 
which transcends his other obligations and which transcends his 
obligation to the Screen Directors' Guild, as a member of the Board 
of Directors or as an officer or executive officer of the Guild. 

■NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that no person shall be eligible 
to hold any office or executive office with the Screen Directors' 

Guild nor to serve on its Board of Directors nor on any Guild 
committee unless and until such person signs an affidavit that he 
is not a member of the Communist Party nor affiliated with such a 
^ party nr sympathetic to its alms.* 

Herbert Biberman attempted to offer a substitute motion and in the 
'course of his remarks began to attack the Thomas Committee whereupon Mr. Dekille 
took the floor and stated that Biberman was out of order and that such a meeting 
was no place to criticise the Congress of the United States, resulting in 
Biberman never getting a chance to complete his talk or introduce a motion. 


During this discussion that ensued, William Wyler got up to make some 
remarks and DeMllle immediately challenged him from the floor, asking the 
question, "Are you pro-American or un-American; that la the only question." 

As a result of the quarterbacking of DeMllle and his group the motion indicated 
above was passed by a vote of 115 to 10. The Board of Directors which includes 
Lewis Milestone, John Ruston, Irving Pichel, did not vote on the original ballot. 
People froa tne floor challenged the Board asking for a second vote so that the 
members of the Board would have an opportunity to clearly register their 
feelings. As a result a second vote was taken and Milestone, Huston and pichel 
voted against, the resolution. 5am Wood and Cecil B. DeMllle were appointed to 
the Board of Directors at this meeting. 
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During the course of the meeting william Wylar"gavw e double-talk 
speech" according to Hr. Deliille, in which he stated that the motion picture 
industry's camnittee to combat Cornual am had announced that "as fee innocent 
persons as possible will be hurt*. Following Tyler's speech, DeMi^^descr^ed 
him as a "badly confused guy”, with regard to William 

stated that he had noticed Wyler is actively promoting the sal^o^^cnlp^^^ 
worked on by Li IT law Heilman. It Is the informant's opinion that Wyler possi- 
bly is under obligation to Heilman because he is so active in attempting to 
promote the projected property on which she will work. 

According to ■pHHV'Jr, Barney Bala ban. President of Paramount, 
called Wyler in his offic^an^shorcd him a long list of front organizations 
to which Heilman had belonged or contributed. Bala ban showed TJyler this 
information thinking he would bring Tyler around by pointing out that there 
was nothing pro-American in this record. Tyler then accused Balaban of 
creating a black list and has used this instance to point out that the industry 
is deliberately blacklisting certain individuals. 

The assistant directors have a guild which is known by the name Screen 
Directors Guild, junior Branch. The President of this organization is Robert 
Aldrich. According to Mr. Deuille he is of the opinion that Aldrich "seems to 
be on the other side” as far as his actions within the Guild are concerned and 
his group bases their opinions on the action Aldrich has taken in Guild meetings. 

^ On January 13, 1SU8, the Screen Directors Guild held a meeting at the 
Crossroads of the World, Hollywood, California. The following report was 
^furnished by .Cecil B. Deliille concerning this meeting which broke up at 
approximately 1*30 A. II. 

"Ur. Irving Pichel was present and left early in the meeting. Ur. 
Milestone, whom I had expected, did not come, and Lr. William Wyler 
was spokesman for the group we have been uncertain about. The 
important point was the separation of the Junior Branch of the Guild 
from the Senior Bench. The Junior Eranch consists of the Assistant 
Directors. They have been led by two men named Robert Aldrich, 
President, and George Tobin, Vice Fresideat. I do not know whether 
these two men are Conmuniste or not, or Communist supporters or not. 

I do know they are supported by the Communist group in the junior 
Branch, and that the other grouj^— the American group— of the junior 
Branch has come to me and talked to ae about the necessity of getting 
these two men out of the control of their Guild as they were trouble 
makers and had attempted to turn the Guild over to Herbert Sorrell, 
and had attempted to get Mabel walker Til le brand t removed as attorney 
for the Guild and have uargolis substituted in her place. 





I 


•During the course of the meeting I made that as a charge when 
ilr. Wyler asked for a vote of confidence in these two man. The 
matter was debated for quite a long time. I said I saw no reason 
why there should be a vote of confidence given these two men when 
their own branch had been acting on a resolution to force their 
resignations, which resolution was defeated by the leftist group 
in their branch. Neither I nor George Stevens could make William 
Wyler change his resolution, Stevens proposed a compromise and a 
change that did not constitute a rococmandatioQ of their behavior. 


"They finally came to a vote and there was a complete defeat for me 
because I was the only one who voted against the resolution of 
confidence in them. I would say that the vote opposing me was 
probably nine men, one of whom was Comnander John Ford, recently 
of the U. S. Navy, and a director. He seems strong in the support 
of Wyler, but i would say that 6Q$ of the men present had privately 
expressed to me their opinion about these two men, and believed that 
they were dangerous men, and that they talked too much and did a very 
bad job. One told me, as I had already known, that Aldrich was 
removed from Paramount as a trouble maker and has that reputation 
pretty well through the industry, and more than one-half of the men 
had expressed themselves as strongly in opposition, but they are 
pretty fiery speakers and when the matter came to the vote I was the 
only one who voted 'No' on the motion of confidence in them. 


"Mr. Sam Wood, who had assured me beforehand that he would never vote 
under any circumstances for a vote of confidence in these two men, 
said he would not vote because he was not sufficiently informed on 
the subject, 

"That, I think, pretty well gives the Junior Branch into the hands 
of the leftist group. I had talked to the other leaders of the junior 
League before the meeting and they had asked for no separation from 
the Senior League rand 1 had told them if they could rid themselves 
of these two men I would vote for them to stay, and that would have 
passed that way without notice if '.Tyler had not countered with hie ' 
resolution for a vote of confidence, 

"Id the discussion an the committee meeting at the Beverly Hills 
Hotel about two weeks ago the sub-committee was reporting to the 
Board of Directors Guild, and Wyler and myself, George Stevens and 
Huston were on that conmittee, ( Boston was not present at this 
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■meeting last night) and I was able to gat a notion through 
putting Georgia Sidney on that committee i nst ead of Bis ton because 
I felt the cosndttee was too predominantly leftist, WJier opposed 
it very strongly and fought to retain Bis ton on the ccamittee, tyler 
made the statement that ha was for tbs ccndttee because it would 
give (them* a voice in management through this comnittee* 

■The whole meeting was very strongly anti-producer. Many members 
of the coenittee refused to acknowledge that there was any undue 
alarm throughout the country caused by the Thomas Committee In 
Washington. There was no motion mads of any kind to support the 
ten men who are being indicted; that issue was kep absolutely clear. 
The motion, I understand, was defeated in the Writers Guild, whose 
meeting was being conducted at thet same time. 



■ The matter was brought up again of' condemning the producers' 
statement given by Eric Johnston. George Tobin is the brother of 
the two actresses, Vivian and Genevieve Tobin. Most of the assistant 
directors, Aldrich and Tobin, made violent speeches in opposition to 
my stand and to me personally for innuendos. I had made no innuendos. 
I made very direct statements, but I did not accuse the two men of 
being Conrnmists because I don't know if they are or not, although I 
know they are supported by the Communist element. 


* 
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motion of confidence, but two of the assistant directors had told me 


prior to the meeting that that's what his price was; that he said he 
would resign if he could get this motion from the Senior Guild 


endorsing it, so that he knew about the motion, and evidently Tijyler 
was picked to be the one to present and carry the ball. I do not 
know why Pichel left before it came to vote, but he did. 


■The result was a motion carried giving virtually a clean Mil of 
health to the two men In the assistants branch (Junior Branch), 
which is supported by the Conmunlst element. ■ 


According to Ur. Deuille and his associates they are determined to 
either split the assistant directors from the directors group or to remove what 
they believe to be the Conmunlst element of the assistant directors. He has 
i been told that Robert Aldrich "writes William Ay lex's stuff and the two work 
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•as a team. That is why Wyler Insisted on a Tots of confidence in Aldrich." 

T Ur. DeUille soda a statement at the meeting of Jamary 13, that "I 

; favor keeping the Junior members In the Guild because 1 feel me can keep them 
from straying Into fields in which they should not go.* Aldrich immediately 
challenged this statement from the floor saying that Ur. DeUille mas * indulging 
in innuendo.* Ur. DeUille stated that all members of the Screen Directors Guild 
have submitted nan-Ccmmunist affidavits, sworn to before a Notary Public. 
According to Ur. DeUille, Aldrich seems to be fronting for the pressure groups 
end he is a definite influence In carrying out what seems to be the party line 
in the political maneuvering within the Guild. DeUille has characterized Aldrich, 
saying “he looks like a red hot baby* and related that Aldrich made the 
suggestion that the Screen Directors Guild should finance Edward Dmytryk in hla 
fight with the producers. 
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COMMUNIST mFIUHATIOH Of LABOR GROUPS 
(February 6, 1948 to September 15, 1948) 


International Alliance of Theatrical and Stage Employees 

Confidential Inf orsant the International Alliance 

of Theatrical and Stage Etap loye • s^u^july of 1948 reported that Communists 
within the craft unions in Hollywood had "definitely gone underground" and 
had ceased all activity except of legitimate union nature. At a meeting of 
business agents of various unions held prior to July, 1948, Milton Gottlieb, 
Business Agent of the Screen Publicists Guild, who in informant's opinion 
had always sponsored Consnunist causes, was told by the other business agents 
that if he attempted to get into political and theoretical matters and did 
not confine himself to union business the group would "blast" him out of the 
meeting. 


Conference of Studio Unions 


The Washington Post on February 26, 1948, carried a news article 
regarding the investigation of the Hollywood jurisdictional labor strike by 
a House Labor Subcomnittee. The article mentioned the testimony of Matthew 
Levy, attorney for the International Alliance of Theatrical and Stage 
Employees, who charged that there was Communist Influence In the Conference 
of Studio Unions. This article reported that the Connrunist issue had at 
first been ruled out by Subcommittee Chairman Carroll D. Kearns on the ground 
tKat it was beyond the Subcomnittee 'a jurisdiction, but upon the demand of 
Representative Gerald W. Landis the Committee had been expanded and Kearns 
was overruled with the result that the Communist issue was brought into the 
Subcoraittee ' s investigation. levy charged that the A.F. of L. Carpenters 
Union headed by William L* Hutcheson was "joined in a marriage of convenience* 
with alleged Comnunlat elements in an effort to destroy the dominant position 
of the IATSS. Levy further charged that "the subversive drive to bring all 
Hollywood labor under the influence of the Communist Party centers around 
the Conference of Studio Unions and Herbert K. Sorrell." 

The New York Times of March 5, 1948, also carried a news article 
regarding the House Labor Subcommittee's Investigation of the jurisdictional 
i strike and reported that the Committee bad called on the FBI for fingerprint 
tests on a Communist party card allegedly issued to Sorrell in 1937 under the 
J name of Herb Stewart. The article stated that Sorrell had testified that the 
~ handwriting on the card looked very much like his but denied that it was his 
handwriting. 
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The publication "The Film Daily* during tbs lattar part of 
February and tha firat part of March, 1940* carried certain news item* 
regarding the House labor Subcommittee's investigation of tbe Bollywood 
strike. Among the item of interest appearing In this publication are 
tbe following* 

In tbe issue of February 25, 1948, Richard F. Walsh, President 
of tbe IATSB, was reported as insisting that Communism was the underlying 
cause of the labor trouble in Hollywood and that be planned to press far 
inclusion of testimony on that issue in the hearings. 

The issue of February 26, 1948, reported that the hearings by the 
Labor Subcommittee had been enlarged to include testimony on the Communist 
issue. 


In the issue of February 27, 1948, Pat Casey was reported as 
having testified on February 26 that he did not believe that CoumuniSB had 
anything to do with Hollywood labor trouble and that Matthew Levy of the 
IATSE had read testimony designed to prove that the studio strike leaders 


were Communist led, or at least Coacunist inspired, 
testified that they did not believe that Sorrell wa 


Two witnesses also 
a Connunist. 


The issue of March 1, 1948, reported on testimony which had been 
given before the Subcommittee on the previous Friday by George k'ulkey of 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, who charged that 
therefore -"Red' tinges" within the strike leadership. Upon questioning by 
tbs Committee Counsel, Mulkey admitted that from 1923 to 1930 he had been a 
member of the -Communist Party but had quit because he found it to be 
"reactionary." On that same day, IATSE President Walsh had testified that 
he had found strong Connunist support for the strike in Mexico City and in 
London. - 


The March 2, 1948, issue referred to additional testimony by 
Matthew Levy regarding alleged Communist inspiration in tbs Conference of 
Studio Union's leadership, but upon questioning by the attorney for the 
Painters Union, had admitted that he had no personal knowledge of the 
charges which he had made against Sorrell regarding Sorrell's Connunist 
affiliations. Roy Brewer of the IATSB testified that Comerunlsa was not the 
only issue in the strike, but that he had found it a major factor since he 
had arrived in Hollywood three years previously. 

The March 3, 1946, issue of "Tbs Film Daily* reported on testimony 
by levy on March 2, in which he accused the motion picture producers of 
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•trying to "squelch" any public investigation of Coumuniam in the studio 
5 labor picture and insisted that the producers "know the full story about 
1 Communism in labor and talent ranks" but that it was necessary for outside 
f pressure to force then to take any action* Brewer also testified on 
March 2 that it was his opinion that the Comunlst objective in Hollywood 
was a CIO-type industrial union to cower all studio craft workers and that 
with such a unit functioning "the producers would be forced to dance to 
their tune." 

The March 4 issue reported the testimony of Sorrell before the 
Committee the previous day stating that Sorrell had denied his Party member- 
ship and had denied that the alleged Communist Party meofeership card for 
1937 was his and in this connection stated, "If I had ever Joined the Coo- 
munist Party, I would Just as soon tell you because you can't deport me 
back to Missouri, where I was born. There is no low against being a Com- 
munist." 


The Issue of "The Film Daily" for March 5 reported that the Sub- 
committee was requesting the FBI to determine whether Sorrell had actually 
signed the Coomunist Party membership card. 


The March 15, 1948, issue reported that the FBI had furnished a 
report that the handwriting on the alleged Communist Party card was that of 
Sorrell. The hearing before the Comqittee on March 16, aa reported in the 
.March 17, 1948, issue of "The Film Daily," was to the effect that John R. 
Robinson, who stated that he was a close associate of Sorrell in 1937, had 
testified that in 1937 he had seen Sorrell's Communist Party membership 
c&rd and had heard Sorrell brag of his Party membership. 


In July, 1948, Confidential Inf ormant j^m^^Umreported that 
the Conference of Studio Unions had for the tim^oein^ceasec^pen activity 
and that some of the Cornu uniat leaders of the various unions had dropped 
out of sight. 


Screen Writers Guild 

Confidential Informantf^flKn February, 1948, reported that 
the Screen Writers Guild was stif^maer Comuniat influence and that even 
though a new set of officers had been elected following the House Cn- 
i American Activities Committee hearing, that the new officers were simply 
£ another group of pro-Coominlsta to replace the former group. 

* Confidential InformantHHHH^^a screen writer* and member 

of the Screen Writers Guild, advfse^tna^certain members of the Guild had 

i 
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. planned to hire former Assistant Attorney General Thurman Arnold for the 
| ana of $35,000 and expenses to appear as amicus curiae in tbs suit brought 
by the "unfriendly witnesses" against the studios, alleging that the 
writers bad been black-listed by the studios. This source also reported 
that 57 members of the Guild had demanded an emergency meeting of the 
entire Guild membership in order to determine whether Arnold should be 
hired, even though the Executive Board of the Guild had previously entered 
into negotiations with Arnold. The Executive Caunittee did not feel that 
the regular counsel for the Guild, Morris Cohen, was competent to appear 
on behalf of the Guild inasmuch aa he waa a law partner of Robert V. Kenny, 
one of the attorneys for the ten writers* This source reported that among 
the most consistent supporters of the Board's action in hiring Arnold were 
Ring Lardner, Jr., John Howard Lawson, Alvah Bessie, Gordon Kahn, and Lester 
Cole, all of whom were identified aa 1944-1945 members of the Conmunist 
Party by a highly confidential aourca from the records of Elisabeth Benson* 

Lardner announced at a Guild meeting late in February, 1948, 
that if the suit against the studios was successful, he would contribute 
"a substantial amount" of his judgment money toward replenishing the Guild 
treasury if Arnold were hired. 

IH^^^lIso reported that the high light of the Guild meeting 
was a speec^o^Jamea Cain, who bitterly denounced Communist Influence in 
the Guild and stated that while he bad been e member of the Board the last 
year he knew at least three men whose action on the Board was always based 
on loyalty 'to Communism and he then named Kahn, Cole and Lardner. The 
three individuals promptly demanded that Cain retract his remarks and he 
retorted by stating he was tired of having to "stick my neck out" for Com- 
munists. Cain stated that he would be willing to retract anything he had 
said if any of the three individuals be had named would then and there deny 
that they were Communists. However, all three ignored Cain's question. 

This same source reported that bo bad received a letter indicating 
that the group was putting new limitations on proxy voting and that anyone 
with five or more proxy votes' must register such proxies before 7i30 P.M* 
on the night of the meeting and unless registered by 8 P.M. such proxies 
would not be recognized. The informant reported that the anti-Cosmunists 
within the Guild had been using proxies as a means for attesting to control 
the Guild's actions, inasmuch as the Conmunist members always came to the 
meetings, voted in s bloc, and always stayed late. 

In connection with the hiring of Arnold by the Guild, the column 
written by George Dixon appearing in tha New York Dally Mirror of February 27, 
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1948, contented on such hiring* This column also made reference to th« 
request by the Guild to the Treasury Department for a ruling that funds 
-donated to the Guild to hire Arnold would be tax exempt on the part of the 
^donors. In this connection Dixon stated, "To ny wind, that Is the ultimate 
in gall* Imagine asking the Government to permit tax deductions to defend 
persons accused of defying the first institution of Government," 

Tbs Los Angeles Dally Ness of February 28, 1948, reported that 
Arnold saa In Loa Angeles to confer with officers of tbs Screen Writers 
Guild regarding his employment in connection with the suit by certain 
members of the Guild against various Hollywood studios. Arnold was very 
critical of the studios for their actions in allegedly black-listing the 
writers'. 


previously identified, reported that at a meeting 
of the Guild Off March 23, 1948, the action of the Executive Board In hiring 
Arnold had been upheld by tbs Board membership* In connection with the 
application by the Guild t^^^^^^taj^xemption status for donations to 
the fund to hire Arnold, a confidential source of the Los 

Angeles Office, reported ^^^ieha^Sanied that Senator Ball had also 
been Interested in this matter and that an investigation by the Senator 
at the Treasury Department had failed to reveal any request on the part 
of the Guild for such an exemption* 


screen writer a* Warner Brothers, who is a source • 
of lnformatio^i^^xn^Tos Angeles Office, reported that at a meeting of 
the Guild on Kay ID, 1948, the antl-Communists had packed the meeting and 
that one of the Items on the agenda was the question of discontinuing tbs 
Guild's publication in order to reduce expenses. It was voted that the 
magazine weekly be continued with volunteer help, which in the opinion of 
the informant would mean that the Conmunists would continue to control the 
publication* At this meeting a resolution was proposed condemning the 
Ifundt-liixon Bill, but the informant and members of his group were able to 
defeat the resolution* 

The Washington Star of Hay 30, 1948, carried s news item reflecting 
that the officials of the Screen Writers Guild had filed ar suit attacking 
the motion picture industry's stand against hiring members of groups 
advocating the overthrow of the Government* The article stated that the 
^petitioners would include thirty top writers for the stage and screen, none 
of whoa were members of the Conmnmist Party or who had any connection with 
ithe ten Hollywood writers charged with contempt of Congress in October, 1947* 
The article stated that the defendants in ths suit would be the Motion 
Picture Association of America, tbs Association of Motion Picture Producers, 
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the Society of Independent Motion Picture Producers, Paramount, Loew'a 
t (H-G-M), RKO, Warner Brother*, 20th Century-Fox, Columbia and ttaivereal 
i Pictures, and Eric Johnston* The purpose of the suit was to sold a 
| resolution which th* Industry associations allegedly adopted in November, 
1947, that they would not "knowingly en^loy a Communist or a member of 
any Party which advocates the overthrow of the Government by force or by 
any illegal or unconstitutional method *■ 

In July, 1948* Los Angeles Informants reported that the Screen 
Writer* Guild had not held a meeting for the past sixty days and that the 
Guild member* did not know the status of the suit filed on behalf of the 
Guild nor did they have anycun-entinforraation on Guild matters. It was 
the opinion of Inf ormant flBHHHHthat the Board of Directors has not 
been holding meetings of ti^GuTl^out has been running the Guild with 
general membership meetings and that in bis opinion the Communists and 
fellow travelers had ceased having meetings because "they are getting 
pushed around by our proxies." It was also this infonmnt'e opinion that 
an effort would be made on the part of some Guild members to do away with 
proxy voting which would mean the defeat of informant's group and that the 
Communists and their friends would emerge as the dominant factor within 
the Guild* 


In referenc^t^^^y^^filed by the Screen Writers Guild, 
previously mentioned, previously Identified, was of the 

opinion that L* B. Maye^o^Met^WWdwin-Mayer was "sore" at Eric Johnston 
inasmuch as he feels that Johnston is personally and entirely responsible 
for the suits facing the producers, and that the anti-Conmunist stand of 
the Industry is entirely the work of Johnston. The informant reported 
that he believes that the person responsible for Mayer's viewpoint Is Leo 
Spits of Universal International Studios. This informant was also of the 
opinion that the Communists within the motion picture industry had gone 
completely underground. 

Screen Actors Guild 

The Los Angeles Examiner of January 1$, 1948, reported that It 
had been voted by the members of the Guild that officers, directors and 
consult teemen of th* Guild must sign, individually. affidavits thatthey are 
not Communists* This article stated that the vote in favor of the 
^ resolution calling for the non-Comnunist declarations was 1,307 to 157* 

i Screen Cartoonists Guild ^ . 




$ information regarding efforts by Comunists to use labor uni one* B» stated 
Tthat in December of 1947 be had received a call from a friend to the effect 
igthat the Screen Cartoonists Guild erne to hold a meeting and that as a result 
of this nesting, the Guild would take a stand against the action of the 
producers against the "unfriendly witnesses" at the hearing before the 

House Committee on TJn-Ajaeriean Activities. The Inf or man t ate ted that he 
had received no notice of the meeting and upon calling tbs shop stewards be 
leaned that they had. also not heard of the meeting, although it was to be 
held that night. The Informant then called a meeting of all of the., 
cartoonists, turned the meeting over to the stewards and, as a result, 
many of them attended the meeting that night in a body and when the proposal 
was made it was defeated by a vote of 84 to 72. 

This informant also reported that many members of the Guild were 
concerned over the activities of Maurice Howard, the Business igent of the 
Guild, and that many of them wanted to get rid of Howard but did not know 
how to proceed. It should be noted that Howard in 1944 was a member of tbs 
Conmunist Part^ac cording to a highly confidential source (Los Angeles 
Informant 


In July of 1943,fl^H^tated that the cartoonists employed by the 
Disney studios within the uuSRrhad led a move which resulted in the ousting 
of Howard as Business Agent for the Guild, and that on the day before the 
nomination for new officers of the Guild, the Disney members had nominated 
Raymond T. ¥a comber as Business Agent, and that during the elections in June 
of 1943, as a result of the activities by the "D^ney group," Eecomber was 
elected over Howard by a vote of 205 to 172. JmHetated that this put an 
end to the Communist domination of the Guild since it was formed in 1941. 

The informant also stated that the Guild had voted to sign non— 
Communist affidavits and he was of the opinion that Reward's career in 
Bollywood was finished. 


of the opinion that as a result 
union would become an anti -Communist group* 


viousjy loenvxxiea, i 
the Guild, that that 


Screen Directors Guild 


Confidential Informant^fHHJHJ^JHreported that be and a 
group of nine other top directors^aT^msoEer^or the Guild, had arranged 
a confidential beating on March 12, 1948, for the purpose of deciding on 4 
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elections. The plan was for each of these tan Individuals to have nioo 
other Guild members present that night or have their proxies, all of 
whom were known to be anti-Comnunists, It was the hope of this informant 
that his group would be able to get all non-Communist officers and thus 
place the Guild on a definitely antl-Communist side. 

This same informant reported that a meeting of the Guild had 
been held on March 23, 1940, and following a discussion the Guild had de- 
cided to require its officers and directors to sign an anti -Communist pledge 
which included a statement that the signer was not and had not been a member 
of the Cornnunist Party and that the signer was not in sympathy with the aims 
of the Party. A resolution embodying the terms of the pledge was passed by 
a vote of 113 to 9. 


The informant reported that Irving Plchel and lewis Milestone had 
signed an antl-Communist pledge but not the one which had been adopted by 
the Guild. During this meeting a discussion cam^j^as to the Coasnunist 
Party membership of Plchel and Milestone, and ■■■Instated that he 
personally knew that Milestone bad been a Part^member. (The Bureau is not 
in possession of any positive proof of Milestone's Communist membership). 



In July, 1948, reported that the Guild elections had 
resulted in tne election of non-communist officers and that since that 
.election the meetings had been concerned strictly wj.th business matters 
pertalMng to the Guild itself and that there had been no political dis- 
cussions and no questions of issues facing either persons or nations. Hs 
slid that as ah example, that at a recent meeting of the Guild, Irving Plchel 
made several speeches, all of which were strictly union business, although 
Plchel had always previously used the Guild as a sounding board for political 
speeches. 


The informant expressed the opinion that the Conwunists and their 
friends in the Screen Directors Guild had gone underground. He also cited 
as a change of attitude the fact that a few years previously his influence 
within the Guild would have been resented but that he now finds various 
members asking his opinion and advice. He also stated that some of the 
younger directors were adopting a positive anti -Communist stand and he 
believes that eventually younger men can be trained to take over the 
direction of the Guild who are opposed and unfriendly to the Communists. 
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n. COMIUNIST INFILTRATION OF IAQQB GROUPS - J \ 

^ (September 16. 19U8. to July 1$, 19U9) 7 

| * 

*j| Conference of Studio Uhl one 

It will be recalled that during the 1?U6 studio strikes sponsored by 
the Conference of Studio Unions, several Individuals were arrested by the Los 
Angeles Police Department at Columbia Studios for violating' a court ban on masa 
picketing, Ihe "Hollywood Reporter" In its issue of December 1, 19U8, stated 
that 35 studio pickets would appear In court for resentencing inasmuch as their 
1 appeals to the Supreme Court had been turned dorm. 

During the spring of 19U9> Los Angeles Informant fl^^dvised that 
Herb Sorrell, leader of the Conference of Studio Unions, hac^een completely 
eliminated as a force in the motion picture Industry and that the Conference of 
Studio Unions had "ceased to exist". Ibis informant advised that Sorrell’s 
influence had waned to thB point where his original union, the Painters Union, 
had a membership of less than 25 Individuals employed in the motion picture 
industry out of a total of 600. 


Screen Publicists Guild 

Lcs Angeles Informant ■H^hirlng the spring of 19U9 stated that it 
was hla opinion that the International Alliance of Theatrical and Stage 
Employees would soon take over the Screen Publicists Guild and when it had been 
accompli shed, all pro-Canarunist individuals would be eliminated. Also, according 
to this informant, the IATSE intends to take over the Costumers Union and would 
eliminate all pro-Ccmminist individuals from that union. When these two steps 
are taken, the "back lot" or labor end of the motion picture industry, comprising 
20,000 workers, according to the informant, will be free from Comma ni at influence. 

Screen Writers Guild 

Los Angeles Informant the fall of 19U8 reported that the 
Screen Writers Guild at that iim^ra^J^aginst the greatest fight of its career 
and that there was a definite possibility that the Quild might become split during a 
dispute with the result that the non-Conmmist members would pull out and petition 
for a National Labor Relations Board election. 

During October, 19U8, while the Guild was in the process of nominating 
officers and a Board of Directors for the ensuing term, the pro-Canounlsts within 
the Guild had nominated a slate which the Informant bell erred would be the means of 
putting the Guild back within the control of the Communists, In order to coabet 
this situation, the antl-Communists on October 18, 19U8, filed a slate of officers 
by circulating a petition andkiaddit^r^laiined oa entering^ nominations from the 
floor. Los Angeles InfomanlH|^B^^^H|H| expressed the opinion that the fight 
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the Quild had been obviously lost to ths Communists whlls Informant} 
felt that ths non-Conmmiata might still salvage control 
In action with the proposed ejection, Los Angeles Informant! 

* advised In October, 19U8, that the Coomnmlste and fellow travel 
i Screen VMters Guild had attempted to have the organization's constitution 
| changed to prohibit the use of proxies, but that this move had been defeated by the 
rnitl-Ccemunist s within the Guild. 
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the Screen Writers Guild had resulted in the defeat of the Communist element within 
the Oiild, and the el ection of an tl-Comnunlsta to all positions of prominence, 
i Los Angeles Informant reported that one group within the Guild had 

submitted a petition noSnau^^ester Cole and Ring Lardner, Jr., for the 
Executive Board. Both Lardner and. Cole are known Cotasunist mecibera and are two .* 
of the "Hollywood Ten". 


Inforoant^H|H^stated that had the arrtl-Coronunists not been elected 
It had been ths int^tiol^sf the majority of ths Screen Writer* Guild to pull 
out of the Guild and form a new union, and to ask that the new union be certified 
as the bargaining agent of writers within the industry. 


The "Mew York Times" of November 5, 191i8, reported that Judge Samuel 
H. Ka ufman had dismissed the civil antitrust suit which had been filed by the 
Screen Writers Guild charging that motion picture producers had conspired to 
govern the political views and associations of persons engaged in the production 
of pictures. The dlsnissal was on technical grounds and the complainants were 
.granted leave to file an amended complaint. The suit was originally brought 
charging that the 'producers had agreed at a meeting In November, 19l*7, that they 
would not enploy a Communist or a member of any group or party which advocated 
the overthrow -of the United States by force or any illegal or unconstitutional 
methods. 

Screen Office and Professional Baployees Guild 

The October 8, 191*8, Issue of "Counterattack" reprinted portions of a 
letter written by Barney Balaban, President of Paramount, to the Screen Office 
and Professional Employees Guild, which "Comterattack” described as an affiliate 
of the United Office and Professional Workers of America, and. then described 
both of such unions as "Communist controlled”. 

Balaban stated that union officials* had refused to file non-Canmmist 
affidavits and, therefore. Paramount was declining to negotiate with the unions. 

- Among the statements quoted by "Counterattack" from Balaban' a letter were the 
? foll<eilngx 
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"As Americans we are opposed to all that Canmmisa represents 
today. As those tfio ahara tha responsibility for the welfare of the 
Industry we are opposed to Comunist Infiltration into pur ranks. 

An overwhelming accumulation of evidence convlncea ue that the 
Communist Party and lta adierents are bad for our country and had 
for our industry. Our position, therefore, la very simple. THa 
propose to exercise every legal right to keep then out of our affaire* 


"If ever there were a tine for each of us to standi up and be 
counted, this is it. Why should any American hesitate to stand up 
and state ’I am not a member of the Ccnnunlst Party and I'm glad to 
swear to it l* What opprobrium is there in the act of signing an 
affidavit that one is not an agent of a foreign government? What 
is this incredible attitude that stills the tongue and stays the 
hand from enlisting on the side of democracy? ..." 

The December 16, 19U8, issue of the "Daily Worker" indicated that the 
Screen Office and Professional Employees Guild had been appealing to movie -goers 
in New York City to stay away from Loew's Theaters on Thursday and thus help Loew's 
office employees to force the company to resume contract negotiations. The article 
stated that the union had charged Loew's management with months of stalling in 
connection with contract negotiations. 

Labor League of Hollywood Voters 


The "Hollywood Reporter" of November 11, 1?U8, contained a news item 
that the Labor League of Hollywood Voters had been formed to block Communist 
penetration of motion pictures and that Ronald Reagan was Chairman and Roy Brewer 
was Vice Chairman. The article continued that during the recent election, the 
Labor League of H^^uuod Voters had endorsed anti-Carcnmist candidates. Los 
Angeles Inform an in discussing this organisation, stated that It waa 
mainly an Ame ri t i on of Labor organization which had been formed to 
bring pressure on various AP of L organizations to get rid oif Coonunists and to 
cease sponsoring candidates endorsed by the Coraamista. During this discussion 
this informant was of the opinion that the then current unemployment in tho 
movie Industry was furnishing fertile grounds for the Cocmunista, and he waa 
of the opinion that if the unemployment and depressed production situation continued 
that the Communists would make more inroads into Hollywood labor or would at least 
succeed in stirring up difficulty. 

f. Motion Pictmy Industry Council . \ ' 

The "New York Times" of February 1, 19h9, reported that the Motion 
Picture Industry Council which had been established late in ISlil at the suggestion 
of Eric Johnston "to weld all elements of the industry into A solid front after 
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the enunciation of the anti-Ccenunist hiring policy", had been split wide open by 
the withdrawal of the Hollywood AF of L Film Council which represented AF of L 
notion picture unions, including the Screen Actors Guild and the International 
£ Alliance of Theatrical and Stage Employees. The AF of L withdrawal was reportedly 
I due to the choice of Cecil B. Demile as Chairman of the Council succeeding Dore 
* Schaxy. DeUllle was dsscrlbed as a "persona non grata" to the AF of L because 
of his dispute with the Federation of Radio Artists when he refused to pay a 
$1.00 assessment in on the grounds of political freedom. Subsequently, 
the American Federation of Radio Artists banned DeUllle from the air. Thla 
article stated that the withdrawal of the AF of L Film Council was "regarded as 
a severe blow to the Council since the avowed purpose of the organisation was 
to unite film labor and film management in a solid front". 
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in. cqkhuhist iHmmnow or iHim»craiL groups 


M omunlst Party Directive of 1935, at reported by Confidential 

previously referred to herein which directed the Conmnleta to 
tlon picture industry, included a specific call to the Coamniete 
requesting that they concentrate on the so-oalled Intellectual groups composed 
of directors, writers, artiste, actors, actresses, and highly paid technicians. 

In this field of intellectual groans, particularly among the writers and directors, 
the Conunlste harOyn aoet successful and their influence hae been fdr reach- 
ing. According toflHJgthe Cowman 1st activity in this field has been to work 
through front organizations which were not openly identified as Communist Party 
groups but, nevertheless, were controlled or under the influence of the Party 
through its official membership. 


substantiate the report of Inf oraant Confidential In- 

formant ^^^mUH^of the Hew fork Office has related tha^r nart of the Comm- 
nlet Part^^^generai program to infiltrate the motion picture industry was 
penetrate the so-called Intellectual groups in Hollywood. According t 
one of the key figuret of the Communist Party in propagating this plan 
tratlng the Intellectual groans Is John Howard Lawson. Lawson has been identified 
as a Communist screen writer in Section I of this memorandum. 
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Infomant^^^renorted that in 1930, in the Soviet Union there was set 
un an organisation known as the International Union of Revolutionary Theatre. 

This group was the parent of a multitude of sub-organisations which. In the United 
States, were known as Yorkers' Theatres, Theatre Groups, et cetera. The first group 
formed as an outgrowth of the International Union of Revolutionary Theatres was 
the League of Yorkers’ theatres, created in Hew York in approximately 1933. During 
1934, its name was changed to the Hew Theatre League. 

Hew Theatre League 


tm^Vhas reported that this organisation set up a Hatlonal 

19357 < 


Informant] 

Executive Board in 1935,“ composed of representatives in the writing and directing 
field throughout the United Slates. Among the individuals who were associated 
with this group in an executive capacity and who have been active in Hollywood 
are John Howard Lawson, writer; Albert Malts, writer; Clifford Odets, writer; 

Jay Leyda, director; Lester Cole, writer; Herbert Blberman, director; Trank 'hxttle, 
director; J. Edgar Bromberg, actor; Lionel Stander, actor; and Donald Ogden Stew- 
art, writer. Of the above mentioned individuals Lawson, Malts, Leyda, Cole, Blber- 
man, Tuttle, and Bromberg all have been Identified as Comninlsts and thalr Comm- . 
nlet affiliations are set out In Section I. Clifford Odets, according to 
Informant was one of tho original organisers of the League of American Yriters. 


Lionel Stander hae been reported by Inforsuuxt having been a mem- 

ber of the American League for Peace and Democracy, as wel^ae having been active 
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In the American League Against War and the forth American Committee 

To lid Spanish Democracy. Informant ^^HRhas advised that Stand* r was at ono 
time on* of the Boat act ire Co swan 1 s Hollywood professional set. Donald 

Ogden Stewart, according to Informant^H^l was a member of the League of Anar lean 
Writers, the American Peace Moblllzatlon^Tnternational Workers Order, Screen Writers 


Guild, Hollywood Writers Mobilisation and the Am 
crecy. Stewart has been identified hy Informant 




eague for Peace and De 
ha a Commnlst* 


The American League Against War and fascism and the Aaarican League for i 
Peace and Democracy both are sabre rs Ire organizations and hare been declared eub- 
▼ersire within the purview of the Hatch Act, The forth American Committee To Aid t 
Spanish Democracy is a Comnuniet influenced organization as is the International 
Workers Order, both of which hare been referred to the Department for its consider- 1 
ation under Executive Order Humber 9835, dated March PI, 1947. The Hollywood organi- 
zation* with which these lndlriduals are affiliated are discussed in this Section | 
of the memorandum. 


League of American Writers 


Acnerdlnr tol 


^bilisinc force ii 


iltnrel field which 


was actlre in the early' 1930* in Hollywood, California, was the League of Ameri- 
can Writers. ‘Sie League of Amorlcan Wrlt.err. war. said to be a part of an inter- 
national organization of writers and intellectuals which had its origin at a World 
Congress of Writers held in Kharkov, Puss la, during fovember of 1930. 

Soon after this Congress, there appeared in the United States groups of 
writers in the. larger cities who organised themselves under the direction of the 
^^^unist Party into what were called John Reed Clubs. According to Inforoont 
a convention, in January 1935, was held in few York City of tho John Reed 
TTTFf. According to thin source, the principal business transacted by this session 
was to call another Congress of writers which was to be held in few York City, 

April 1935. When this Congress convened, all John Reed Clubs wee* dissolved and 
in their place a much broader organ i^^loj^ja^fonne^cnovn as the League of Ameri- 
can Writers. Confidential Infornant^m^mj||0H^related that at this first 
writers Congress, the Communist Party wa* openly represented and the Congress was 
under the direction of Earl Browder, at that time secretary of the Comimnlst Party, 
USA. Soon after this meeting, the Hollywood motion pictures began to attract writei 
from all part* of the United States and in fact from all parte of the world. This 
resulted in the establishment of the Hollywood Chaote^of the League of American 
t Writers in the Pall of 1935. According to In^orrantflHp the purpoee rf this 
group was to bring the writers employed in the motioj^Ieture industry under the 
"2 influence of the League of American Writers which at that time was the foremoat 
Commnlat front organization operating in the so-called intellectual field* for 
the Coimunlst Party In the United States. He related that the efforts of this 
group were extremely successful which resulted in this branch- becoming, in a short 
time, the dominant unit of the League and one of its strongest propaganda instru- 
ments. 



■^■■related that up until the tlae of the * lining »f the Hltlar-Stal in 
Pact on *5#R^!3 # 1939, the Laagua of Amt lean Writer*, including the Hollywood 
i Chapter, worked oat In the open and wae Boat eacceaeful In lte Communist aetivi- 
I tie** However, following the aignlng of tkl* Pact the League being completely 
| under the control of the Coamnlat Party changed it* position fro* on* of collec- 
' tie* security to isolation which resulted in the League becoming eery cautious and 
working practically in secret. Thle change in policy exposed the Leegi^t^Jhe 
public as a Commnlet front organisation. On July 17, 1947, Inforuant^B^B'ar- 
ulshed a list of tha last set of officer* and executive board member* League 

of American Jfc^^re, which was taken from the statloaeiy of the organisation. 
According tflHBthese officer* were elected at the Fourth Writere* Congres^h-ld 
in Hew Tork CTty^juna 4-H, 1941, for a ter* of two years. According to^M^^Kheae 
officers remained In office until the organisation went out of exist, anew • 

The officers elected in June of 1941, were the following! 


Theodore Dreiser 
Daschlell Hamnett 
Donald Ogden Stewart 
John Howard Lawton 
Albert Malts 
Merldel Leseuer 

George Seldee 

Richard Wright 
Franklin Folsoa 


Honorary President 
President 
Vice President 
Vice President 
Vice President 
Vice President 

vice President 


Hovel 1st 
Screen Writer 
Screen Writer 
Screen Writer 
Screen Writer 
Writer for 
"Hew Masses" 
Editor of 
"In Fact" 


Vice President - Hegro - Writer 
Executive Secretary 


The executive boa-d consisted of 35 Berbers of which 9 have Commnlet 
Party records.- In addition to these 9, the Honorary President Dreiser and the 
vies President Malts also have Communist records, 'frets Conrunist records are 
as follows! 

Theodore Dreiser 

The "Dally Worker", Commnlet newspaper, on July 30, 1945 ( carried the 
following headlines! "Theodoae Joins The Comsnnist Party." It stated "Dreiser, 
an outstanding novelist of the world, applied for membership in the newly recoin 
” utituted Comrunist Party and was admitted by a unanimous vote of the delegates at 
the convention in Hew York City." Dreiser died on December 29, 1945. 

John Kovar d__Lavgpn 

- * 

.% The Communist Party afflllatlona of John Howard Lawton are set out in 

Section Z of thle memorandum* . .. ^ 

Albert Malts 

Tha Commnlet Party afflllatlona of Malts are also set out In Section I 
of this memorandum. 


>> I 




Georgia Backus also known as Mm. Hainan J. 


? ^ie Co wain 1st Psrty affiliations of this individual will alto be found 

j ««t out in Soetloj^^^^thl^nenorasdua. With regard to Backus, It nhould be 
x pointed out that a Confidential Informant of the Los Angela* 

Of flea, advised Backus m In the caet of the new radio play 

"The Ilf a of Riley* at the Rational Broadcasting Company. 

Alvah Cecil Bees la 



The CoBMinlat affllintlone of tM« individual arm also set out in Sec- 
tlon I of this memorandum. 

It was ascertained in March "ol isee, that 3en *iK was aisml 
ers because of his activities in the studio strike and due to the fact tliat fol- 
lowing the strike. It became apparent that he was sympathetic with the Communist 
element. In 1938 Bessie f (Sight in the ranks of the Abrahaa Lincoln Brigade end 
following the conflict, he wrote, "Men In Battle.* 


John Milton Bright 


John Milton Bright, a screen writer, has been identified through a hlgh- 
ly confidential but most delicate source on Roveaber 4, 1943, as a member of the 
Rorthvest Section of the Los Angeles County Cononnlst Party. At this time through 
this source, it was ascertained that he held the position of educational director 
of Branch & In the Party. 


- -Lester Cole 

Lester Cole, who Is a screen writer by profession, has been Identified 
as a member of the Communist Political Association and the Communist Party. Bla 
CoBcunlat connections are set out in Section I of this memoranduB. 

Ruth McEenney 

Richard Brnnston also known as Bruce Mlntop 

Rath McEenney, writer and the wife of Richard Brans ton, admitted member- 
ship in the Communist Party before a victory rally held in Washington, D. C. on 
January 16, 1943, according to Sally Muchmore of the Washington, D.C, Press Bureau. 
Through a highly confidential but most delicate source, it was ascertained on May 
6 , 1944, that on March 1, 1944 Bruce Mlntou transferred from the Washington, D.C. . 
Branch of the Coumnlst Party to the Hollywood, California Branch and that hie wife, 
> Path McEenney likewise transferred from the White Collar Branch of the Communist 
»Party in Washington, D. C., to ths Conexmla* Party In Hollywood, .California. 

"f * ' 

The Los Angeles "Daily Raws* In the September 19, 1946, Issue carried 
an article reflecting that Bruce Minton and his wife Ruth McEenney were ousted 
from the Comaoniet Party. 






W, L* River 

River, who it employed at a screen writer, has bean identified at a mb 
bar of the Communist Political Association nd tbt Cocmunlst Party* Hit Communist 
Party affiliations art att oat in Stetlan I of tbit maaormdia* 


Philip Edwajri Stevenson 


Stevenson', a novelist, playwright and abort story writer, has been iden- 
tified at a member of the Communist Party and Communist Political Association. 

Hit Communist affillatioot are set out in Section I of this mnorandua* 

Toss Slesslnger, with alias Teas Shlesinger, also known as 
Mrs. Frank Davis 


Teas Slesslnger collaborated with Frank Davie on the screen play, "Claudia 
and David,"' for Twentieth Century Foot. She has been identified through a very 
reliable bat extremely delicate source on August 31, 19Ut, at a member of the North 
West Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Political Association* The "Los 
Angeles Times", on February 23, 19h$, reflected that Ttess Slesslnger died ln Up- 
land, California on February 22, 19h5* 


School for Writers 


^ ^^Xeagua of American writers established in Hollywood, according to 
Inf orman t^^^V the Hollywood School for Writers which acted as a subsidiary of tbs 
Inague of sSenfcan writers and was said to be a transmission belt whereby budding 
writers were developed along political lines following by the Leigue of American 
Writers and conditioned fbr eventual membership in the League as well as the Commu- 
nist Party* This School was established In October of 1939* An examination of its 
listed instructors and lecturers for 19L2-19U3 reflects that the majority of them 
have been Identified with various Communist Front movements* Many of them actual- 
ly were members of the Comnmist Party, such as John Howard Lawson, Guy Endore and 
Dalton ikuabo* The Oommmist Party affiliations of these individuals are set out 
in Section I of tills memorandum. 


writers Mobilisation 


According to Ihfomant^^^^HH||H|IHjof the Loe Angeles Office, 
the Hollywroo^Writers Uobilizatidn^anotne^orcsnoot of the l«ague of American 
writers* J^JJntated that when the Cocmunist Party line with the invasion 

of Russia ^^Adolf Hitler on June 22, 19 Ul, It beeame necessary to dissolve such 
organisations as the Hollywood Peace Form, the Hollywood league for Democratic 
Action, the American Peace Mobilization and the Motion Picture Democratic Coomittee 
which ha^been opposing the entrance of the United States into war* By February ■ 
of 19b2,Vfl^Btated these organisation had been "liquidated? and the Comnunist 
Party ha^oRTared itself for flill participation In the war* 
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The flr^^of these to emerge, according to^^Vm the Hollywood Vrltere 
Mobilisation. ^^^^-elated that this organization eeJOWy cane Into existence 
early 1# 1943. ne staged that the personnel of the new organization Included writers 
In the notion picture Industry who had heretofore heen affiliated with the League 
of American Vrltere. Wie Chairman of this new organisation was Robert Rossen whose 
Commlet Party affiliations are set out in Section 1. Rossen has also heen actiwe 
In the Screen Vrltere Guild, a Consnnlet Influenced group. 

Confidential Informantl^^^Ktf the Los Angeles Office related that the 
following eight guilds sponsored pn^Hollywood Writers Mobilisation at the tlaa 
it was eet up, and that each of these guilds was under Communis* Influence: 

. i 

1. Screen Vrltere' Guild 

2. Radio Vrltere' Guild 

3. Screen Publicists' GuiU 

4. Screen Readers* Guild 

5. Screen Cartoonists' Guild 

6. American Newspaper GuiU 

7. Independent Publicists' Guild 

8. Song Vrltere' Protective Association 

He related that while the total membership of these Guilds was approxi- 
mately 7,500, the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation was operated by representative* 
or delegates from these Guilds which number not more than twenty-five inAl- 
. vlduals as John Howard Lawson, Robert Rossen, Trends Taragoh and Herbert Blberw 
man.'hllof whom he described as Communists. The Columnist affiliations of all 
of these individuals with the exception of Trancls Taragoh, are set out in Section 
1 of this memorandum. He related that the organisation was a paper-type group 
which "stooged* for the Longue of American Vrltere, through which the latter con- 
tinued to operate as a propaganda agency for the Communist Party. 


The announced panose of the Hollywood Vrltere Mobilisation was to mobi- 
lise the writer* In the screen In duet ry to assist In the war effort and particu- 
larly to assist the various Government and military agencies In the preparation 
of propaganda material for use either against the enemy or for general morale pur- 
poses at bome.^H^^ieacrlbed the organisation's urinary purpose as being the 
providing of material for military Camp shows slanted to project the Coarsiniet 
line. Re further described It as a clearing house for Communist propaganda in 
Hollywood. 

Marc Connelly, one of the dominant figures In the creation of this or* 

_ ganlxatlon, In testifying before the Joint Tact Tlndlng Committee on Un-American 
* Activities in'Callfornla on July 13, 1944, stated that the Bollywood Vrltere Mobi- 


lization "ha* been supplying the Office of V*r Information, the Army, the Hnvy, 
the USO end the Red Cross" with publicity material. ^ 



Commnist propaganda into its work as the demand for a second f ’•ont , freedom for 
India, independence for Puerto Rico, racial equality and siallar material which 
j- fostered the Comimni3t Party program, 

? In Kay of 1942, the Los Angeles Office learned that the publication of tht 

Hollywood Writers Mobilisation known as the "Cnmrair.lqua" was now captioned "Communi- 
que, Hollywood Writers Mobilization for Defense in Cooperation with — OEM". The 
publication was being mailed under the official Government frank which read "Execru- 
tive Office of the President, Office of Emergency Management, Washington, D.C., 
Official Business. Penalty for Private Use to Avoid Payment of Postage, $300 GRJ.* 
The Los Angeles Office obtained two copies of this pablication, one dated April 10, 
1943, and the other dated April 17, 1943, The April 17, 1943 issue is maintained 
in the files of the Bi’-eau. 1 

Confidential Inf orman the Los Angeles Office reported 
the following information concernra^^^^^^^^^^ind o r this set up. He related 
that the head of the radio section of OHM at Washington was Bernard Schoenfeld, 
who was a close friend of Garson Kanin, the individual in charge of the film sec- 
tion of OHM, Michael Kanin, a brother of Garson and Kay Kanin, the wife of Michael 
are writers who were connected with the League of American Writers. Garson Kanin, 
according to this source, went to Schoenfeld in Washington and told him that he, 
Kanin, had a brother and sister-in-law who were in Hollywood. Fe stated that they 
were talented in writing and that they were very anxious and willing to be of assis- 
tance in the OHM. An a result of these contacts, Kay Kanin was nut to work on a 
radio project preparing information being nut out by the OHM. After which, Michael 
Kanin appeared and suggested that they should get busy and contact the Hollywood 
League of American Writers and endeavor to have them prepare the information which 
was to be put out in the "Communique.* 


Hr. H. Washburno was contacted on October 13, 1943, at which time he 


advised that he. was appointed by Barnard ^S ^ip^pUflllLJ^-J 
Management 1 to be*^n charg*ff>T the Ltf? Ag 'g^ IK a 9 i 

shertlythi 


.Off ice o ^Emergency 
OEMX Infor mation 5i 

I’ay ^ETa, 


Mlc- 


Tfs^elaWi that shemy*th«muj re 

hae^^anin. Ring Lardner, Jr. and others to discuss theJSeans of obt aining the aid 
of certain film writers to publicise those things whlch^f A " of 

^Management, Information Divisrion, wished to give publicity in order that correct 
information could bo made known to the public by the best possible means. He 
stated that on this occasion the "Communique", an information letter, va* d°cided 
upon as being the best method for this publicity. 


* V T *i 

obtained 



"auThol^Ty t^pu^lisfi the 


Emergency Ma©^jMj|«^u Washington^®. C.^and 

"Communique" .^Tne articles for us£*C6miminique" were written by the committee 
. which wee composed of the aforem enti oned writers and others ^id*wero submitted t<f~ 
* r Hr. ’/JashbW-ne T Washbu-ne'TFelatKir^J^t articles which were taken 

mimeographed, assembled and distributed by his staff to members of the Klim Writers 
Guild. According to the specific prupose of this information letter 

was to put information into the hands o r the members of the Hilm Writers' Guild, 
with the 'Idea that these pereons would stop it* in the production upon which they 


iT 



were working so that thin Information would ha mad a available to the nubile* and 
would give proper publicity to those things which the Office of Emergency Manage- 
ment felt should publicised* Shortly after this comsilttee was formed, Wash- 
stated that ha wan contacted by the Hollywood Writer* Mobilisation who lo- 
omed Me that their organisation had been net up for Just such a purpose and 
that therefore there was a duplication by the organisation and the committee* 
Consequently he related, that the committee became a part of the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilisation. He etat-d that the first eight editions o' the "Comennique* were 
prepared on paper furnished by the Office of ^Mrgency Management and were mimeo- 
graphed by the Office of Imerg-’ncy Management Staff. He also related that the 
first three editions of the "Communique* were nailed under the franking privilege. 

.< 

In March of 1943 the publication "Variety* reported that the Coordina- 
tor of Inter-American Affair* would nuke transcript* of Office of War Information-* 
Hollywood Writers Mobilisation radio program* for broadcast in foreign languages. 

The air show referred to was a radio program entitled "Tree World Theatre Air Show*, 
which wne instituted and produced Jointly by the Office of War Infornmtion and the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilisation. "Variety" also reflected that tha Hollywood Writers 
Mobilisation held a meeting of forty writers to supply Ideas for this urogram under 
the Chairmanship of John Wesley, who has been Identified as a Comrunlst and whole 
Communist Party affiliations are set out In Section I of thi* memorandum. The 
Tree World Theatre Program had such Individuals connected with it a* Jay Gomey, 
Edvard 111 scu and Henry Myers, writers of the propaganda musical coxedy "Meet the 
People.* These individuals likewise have been Identified as Communists and thalr 
Communist connections are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 


r 
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Special service contact the Loe Angeles Office advised 

that the Hollywood Writer* MobilliaMo^an^Jroto and Produced a eerie* of *hort 
propaganda plays for the OVI for use In Industrial plants and Amy camps. Those 
assisting in this phase of activity Included well-known members of the League <£ 
American Writers, a Commhlet front group. In addition, the Hollywood Writer* 
Mobilization worked elosely with HelsOj^Foynt^j^ho, until July of 1943, was coor- 
dinator for Government films for OWT. ^H|H|^Hft'ela ted that the production of 
these films was under the direct conti^^affl^w^ervielon of Poynter and that'Foyn- 
ter before accepting these films demanded a pro-9usslan slant a* a prerequisite to 
acceptance. He reported that Poyntar associated himself with the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilisation and worked closely with Comannlsta Robert Rossen, Waldo Salt and Trank 
Aittle, all of whom have been Identified as Coeoinlsts In Section X of this memo- 
randum. Poynter' a office was discontinued In J^ily of 1943, 

In conjunction with the University of California at Lo* Angela* the 
Hollywood Writers Mobll^^lon Jointly sponsored the Writers' Congress* 

Actually, accordli^ to ^H^thla Writers' Congress was the Fifth Congress 
of the League of Amerlca^friter* had become publicly branded as a Comsunist dominate! 
group, Thi* Congress was held as scheduled and at tended b y some fifteen hundred _ 
writers from all over tha United States. Inf orman tfMfcelated that tha Holly- 
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- wood Writer# Mobilisation vat the medium whereby the Commalct control of the entire 
| proceeding* wee established and maintained, Fe stated that the leading Gomnlst 
t writers were said to have attended and dominated every session* 

The "Copies World", a west coast Cornmonist newspaoer for Jane 10, 1944, 
reflected that arrangements were wads between Robert Hi skin, Chief of the Oversea* 
Tlla Bureau of the OVI and the Hollywood Vrlters Mohlllsatlon, whereby the screen 
writers woold as subs responsibility for the production and writing of all docu- 
mentary files for oversea" distribution* "be program of filet called for a "Pro- 
jection of America* series and a new group of Invasion files for distribution la 
Germany and the satellite countries. , 

The Hollywood Writers Mobil ixat.lon, according to the article, had sot 
up a working committee which was to consist of such well-known Coanrinlsts as John 
Howard Lawson and Robert Rossen, Identified In Section I o' this memorandum. 

In addition, such prominent Comronist sympathizers as Marc Connelly, Howard Hsta— 
brook, John Houseman, Talbot Jennings, Howard Koch and Harry Tugend. all of whoa 
have been Identified with Columnist Influenced or Infiltrated groups previously In 
this memorandum were affiliated with this committee. 

The August 7, 1944, issue of "Variety" reported that a program of eleven 
short subjects and five newsreel bulletins had been arranged for production by 
the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation. The article reflected that the fllDs would 
be produced in various Hollywood studios with players from the Screen Actors 1 
- Guil^ and write**. from the Hollywood Vrlters Mobilisation. 

The pictures planned to be produced Included the followings "It’s 
iforder," "The Story With Two Undings," "When He Cones Home, u "So Tar So Good", 

"Air Transport Conrand," and "World Peace Through World Trade." "It 1 * Harder" 
wae written by Henry Blankfort, who has bean identified as n Communist, "The 
Story With Two Shdlngs" was to be written by Kerold Buehran and Lou Solomon, 
both of whom were identified as Camronlsts, 'When Re Comes Home" was to be writ- 
ten by Paul Trivers, Trlvcrs has also been lndsntifled As a Cocmunlst. "So Par 
So Good" was being written bjr^Osear Saul, al*o Identified as a Communist, "World 
Peace Through World Trade* waf to be written by Udward Wliscu, also Identified 
- as a Comnunlvt. All of the above Individuals referred to as Communist e have 
• their Communist affiliations set out In Section X of this mm orandum. 

According to Inf ornant^mV during the month of January, 1945, loforaa- 
tlon was received that the Hollyvoo^Wrlter* Mobilisation, through lte connection 
* with the Office of War Information, had become a part of What. was officially called 
> the War Activities Committee, Hollywood Division. Other Organisations officially 
affiliated with the Committee were the Screen Writers' Guild, Screen Directors' 
Guild, Screen Actors' Guild, and other similar type group*. ^ 



According to Infoi 


fin May of 1945, John Howard Lawson, one 


of the leading Comninlats in the motion picture Industry, wae appointed by the 


m 


.1 " r* V. : 










Hollywood Writer* Mobilisation to act a* it* representative aa an observer at the 
United Ration* Conference. 

Confidential Inf ormant JBBpf the Lot Angela* Office stated that during 
the spring of 1945 the work of tn^HoIlyvood Writer* Mobilisation in connection 
with the Office of War Information, Overseas Bureau, want into high gear as a re- 
sult of a eerie* of e 3n f nre noe* between Robert Riskln, Chief of the Bur ran for 
0W1, and the Hollywood Writer* Mobilisation, Editorial Committee on Oversea* 
Tllae. It should be pointed out that seven out of the fourteen aanber* of tha 
Kdltorlal Committee ware Identified a* Communists, including John Howard Lawson, 
Kelvyn Levy, Richard Collin*, Waldo Salt, Leonardo Bercovici, Arthur Blrnkrant, 
and Sidney Buchman. The Coimrunlvt affiliations of those individual* aro eat out 
in Section I of this memorandum. 


Confidential Inf oncant ^^^K*elated that beginning on May SI, 1945, 
the Hollywood Writer* Mobilisatio^^Ss to produce a series of radio programs over 
tha Blue Network dealing with problems of the returning soldiers. The Coanlttee 
producing this has been described as one strongly under the influence of known 
Co amulet* such a* Louie Solomon. 


Confidential InfoncantHU^elated that the Hollywood Writers Mobili- 
sation has been active in suppor^ngand participating in the activities of- the 
Hollywood Independent Cltisees Conrlttee of the Art.*, Science* and Profesrlons, 
a Communist infiltrated and influenced organisation. It also produced a quarter- 
ly magazine known as the "Hollywood Quarterly* in cooperation with the Universi- 
ty of-^ California at Loa Angeles, Included at one of the editors of this publication 
was John Howard Lawson, one of the Communist Party leaders in the film industry. 

Wolf related that other known Communists and Communist sympathisers were also 
affiliated with this publication in a lesser capacity. 


Inforrant^H^^*elated that in addition, this organisation has shown 
Russian propaganda motion picture* at tha Gordon Theatre in Lcs Ang»lee as well 
a* at other independent theatres in tha Loa Angeles and Follywood area, Oihar 
known Commnlst front groups have also participated' in this type of activity. 


following the elimination of tha Office of W*r Inforrction as a Gov*ru- 
* sent agency, the Hollywood Writers Mobilization devoted it* activities to tha 
propaganda field through radio and publications. Tha official newspaper of tbo 
American Newspaper Guild in June of 1946 reflected that the Hollywood Writer* 

^ Mobilisation had rendered numerous war services, among which were the followings 

« Documentary anfd short subject film* — 210 • > -4 

=» Radio scripts -1069 

War activity feature stories - 125 


Confidential Informant 1 
organisation had narrowed its ac 


mkr 

:tivitle 


p elated that thl* Communist controlled 
e* considerably, confining lte functions 
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primarily to the radio fl-ld. 

A letterhead of tha Hollywood Writer* Mobilization da tod January 8, 

T 1947 reflected that thara were 71 persona listed as members of tha executive 
council of tha organisation as of that data. Twelve perrons on the executive 
council have record* of Communist membership and 5 of the members of tha editor- 
ial hoard hare also been Identified a* Communist*. The following Individual* 
are member* of ths editorial board who have been Identified a* Communist* In 
Section Z of this memorandums 

Ring Lardner, Jr, 

Asa Bond ago* 

Cordon Kahn 
Bill Blovlts 


In addition Evelyn Humphreys has been Identified ae a member of tha 
Communist Political Association on January 16, 194S, through a very reliable 
but extremely delicate source of Information. The Individual? whose names apriir 
■vi the executive council of this organization that hare been Identified as Cop- 
iccnists are as follow?; 



Sam Koore Second Tice Chairman 

Abraham I. Pol on shy Secretary 
Pnullne Laub-r Finn 
.Bill Blovlt* 

Richard Collins 
Jay _Goraey 
John Howard Lawson 
Leon Meadow 

William 3. Oliv-r a President, Los Angeles 
Robert 9-ossen 
Bernard Torhau* 

John Weber 


Radio writer 
Writer 

Secretarial work 

Screen writer 
Screen writer 
Screen writer 
Screen writer 
Hevrpaper Guild 

Writer and Director 

Writer 

Writer 


Of the above listed individuals, Moore, Polonr>y, Blovlts, Collin*, 

* Gorney, Lawson and Roseen have lean identified in Section I as CoDxnclsts, 

• Hie Communist connections of the remaining individuals are set out hereinafter. 


Lau v .er_Fl;m 

Finn was identified through a very reliable but extremely delida** 
source as a member of t»e Coranunist I*arty and/or member cf the Con*inini»t Politi- 
cal Association on June 30, 1944, August 31, 19-14, January 14, 1945, and Febru- 
ary 35, 1945. Through this same source in June of 1944 she was identified a* 
educational director of Branch D of tho Vorthwest Section of -the Lot Angeles 
County Comnunint Political Association. 
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L«*oo Heaflow 


i 

i 

4 


Leon Meadow, a screen writer, was Identified a* of July 13 r 1945, as a 
former member of Branch S # Section 0 of the Coreanlet Party of Hew. Torfc City ar.d 
on December 7, W^transferre^t^jraren' * Group* ir< Hollywood, This information 
was obtainej^lfaiL^i^^H^Hi^HHR^n^lnfnrmnt of the.Loe Angeles Office 

County Coamnnlet Party Headquarter** 

Hill lam 8. 01 Ivor 



Oliver wa* identified through an extremely confidential but very deli- 
cate source on March 8, 1944 ae a member of the Sant Hollywood Communist Club, 

As of Kovembjr 8, 1944, Oliver wae reported to be the drama editor and critic 
of the "Loe Angeles Herald Sxpress." 


Bernard Vorhau* 


Bernard Vorhnus wae Identified through a very highly confident lftl but 
ijrtrenaly dollcAt* source on feig*ist —1# 1944, bji 'h* An a csstcr of ths 

Northwest Section of the Comnunlst Party of Los Angeles County on nneclal lear* 
prior to 1943. 


John Weber 

John Weber, a screen writer, was identified in 1943 as a member of the 
Comrinlst Part7 through an extremely confidential and most delicate source of 
Information. He is a former president of the Screen Readers Guild and at present 
is in charge of the writers department of the William Morris Booking Agency In 
Hollywood. Through an extremely confidential but mo*»t delicate source of informa- 
tion, it was ascertained that during the surr.er of 1946 hie wife acted as organi- 
sational eecretary of the Cultural Section of the Los Angeles County Communist 
Party. 


* 

A. The Writers Congress held at the University of Southern California 
at Loe Angeles. Nov^mb^r 1-3. 1943 

Tfco report of the Joint Fact Findley Com.-ittee of the 5 c th California 
Legislature, 1345 , reflects that in August of 1943, under the auspices of the 
« University of California and the Eollywood Writers Mobilization, a letter elgned 
j by Marc Connelly and Balph Frenrt ae Co-Chairman of the Congress Committee, announced 
* the Writer* Congress to be held at Royce Hall, University of Southern California 
'' at Loe Argoles* from October 1-3, 1943. 



of the Lbs Ang*le* Office 
i^th Writ ere Congress, It 


Confidential Informant 

advised that while this Congrecs mTHirroies 
should have been called thl* due to the fact that many of the same individual* 
who were in charge of directing the activities of the First, Second, Third, 
and Fourth Writers Congresses were also in charge of directing the affaire 
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of this- or.c. 


The report of the Joint Fact Finding Committee of the fifth California 
Legislature, 1945, reflect* that a sun«'»'flelal investigation of this Congrats 
disclosed Its Coonunlst Inspiration And guidance. The report reflected that 
many of the name* Included In the Congress and the advisory committee were 
•innocent**, clearly unaware of the Communist interests and purposes of this 
Congress. 


Confidential Informant the Los Angelo* Office 
reported on January 5, 1945, that^^^^^^^yes^Ja^attended by approximately 
3000 writers and operated through panel forums and seminars. He stated that, the 
proceeding* of the Congress were published hy the University of Southey Califor- 
nia Press in 1944, He related thot immediately following the Congress, a Writer# 
Congress contlnua^^^L committee of 41 members wa* eet up to handle the work 
of the Congress. HH^relotsd tfcflt 12 member* e? the continuations committee 
held membership ii^neHorthvest Section of the Communist Party of Los tngeles 
County. They are as follows! 


Bill Blowiti 

Sidney RiffhrtAw 

Abram S, Burrows 
Richard Collins 
John Howard Lawson 
Melvin Levy 
i - Josef Mischel 
Sam Moore 
Meta Reis 
Robert Rossen 
71ctor Shapiro 
Louis Solomon 

The Communist affiliations of these Individuals are set out in Section 
I of this memorandum, with the exception of Hel* and Shapiro. 


£f the University of Southern California Prese advised 
Agent* Office, who interviewed July 22 

1947, that the Hollywood Writers Mobilization had c^aseS^^exls 
advised that the Hollywood (iiarterly which was published by the*j,t7nlversliy e 
California Press, and the Hollywood <«iari»rly Associates would continue to be 
published by the Hollywood Quarterly Association, which organisation had 
taken over the affaire of the Hollywood Writer* Mobilisation* 

y 

Follywood Comsunltv Radio 


Confidential Xnf orman i^f^jhas advised that the Follywood Community 
Radio group Is composed of a number of Individuals who arm known Communist a and 











Association. Inc. 


at a meat live on D*c»»- 


the Los Armies 


The People's Educational Center vns jf 
her 19*, 1943. Confidential Informant 
Office who was n plant informant, msdeTV^HSTrT^^^Sn^Tvf a mlmeograoh-d letter 
written to the students of the Los Angeles Workers School, an organ of the Com- 
munist Party on tfovenber 29, 1943, advising that the Workers School had been 
an active participant in the formation of the People's Educational Center and 
had attempted to aid Its organisation, and growth. -This letter urged strident* 
of the Workers School to support the People's Educational Center. 


From 


It was ascertained that an executive committee 
meeting was^neia on January 3, 1944, at which Max Silver, then organisational 
secretary, brought up the question of the People's Educational Center and stated 
that the Workers School had decided to cooperate officially with the People's 
Educational Center and that eventually the Workers School would bn closed entirely. 
Subsequently the Workers School was discontinued by the^ Communist Party. 



The People's Educational Center was incorporated under the laws of 
the Stats of California under the nane of the Los Angeles Educational Association. 
Inc., wherein It was described as a non-profit oducat tonal club organised for 
the purpose of realising through study and education the Ideals of democracy 
and aid, through education. In the accompli shnent of an enlightened and hareonlous 
community. 

Through Confidential Informant 

jHHHHHpomoualst Party Headquarters In Los angeies, it war ascertains 

of the board of directors of this organisation' was held on January 25, 
1947, at which time Mr. Sidney Davison, director of the school, announced that 










during the echod year of 1946, enrollment had Increased *0 ^er cent and th/it 

i ln the fall term of 194G , there were enrolled 553 Individual* who took 635 
classes. A total of 1808 individuals took 3058 clashes during the war. The 
school as of that tine was self-supporting and nil debts had been paid off. 

The school'* catalogue for th» summer of 1947 reflects that there 
are no formal entrance retirements for attendance of this school. The regu- 
lar fee for a course la $6.00 except for certain designated courses. There are 
«**-t forth hereinafter the members of the board of trustees* and teaching staff 
of the People's Educational Center as reflected In their 1947 cataloguer 

Board of Trustees 

* 

Dr. Leo Bigeltian. President. Through a highly confidential but most 
delicate source on January 16, 1945, it was ascertained that Bigelman was a Cost- 
runlet. Bigelman is a medical doctor by profession practicing medicine In Holly- 
wood. He is described as a teacher and lecturer on social, economic and political 
question. 


Helmer Bergman. Vice President. Bergman, who is a member of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 40, AFL, is teaching the course 
known as "Trade Union Principles and Practices.* Bergman's Comnunlst affiliations 
aro set out in Section I of this memorandum. 


Maurice Howard. Secretary-Treasurer. Howard, who is the business agent 
. of the Screen Cartoonists Guild Is teaching a course known a* "History of the Am- 
erican Labor Movement.* On Pebmary 26, 1945, it was ascertained through a very 
reliable but most delicate source that Howard was a Commnist. 


Sidney Davison. Director . Davison, the director, teaches a course at the 
school known as "Review of the Week." He has been Identified through a highly con- 
fidential but most del lea* e bo^lecj as a current membe r of the Communist Party in 
Lot Angeles, as well as by 
Angeles Office who Is at prlfieni 


Community Club, Commnist Party 



nforirant of the Los 
oily wood Vor+heaet 


Dr. Jack Aglra. Agin* Is a medical doctor nrec* icing In Pollywood. He 
has not been definitely Identified as a member of the Comnunlst Party. However, 
hie wife, Minna, was' Identified as a current member of the Communist Party through 
a most reliable but very delicate source on May 25, 1947. 

5 George Boiler . Beller, who Is an accountant and an auditor, has been 1- 

* dent if led through a most reliable but very delicate source o& Kay 29, 1947, aa a 
current mesbef of the Communist Party. -j 

Dorothy Connelly . Through this same source Dorothy Connelly has been 
identified as a member of the Wilshlre-Talrfax Club, 16th Congressional District 
Comnunlst Party, Los Angeles County. 
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Ijwo Gal lagher . In 1938, Gallagher was a candidate for the office 
of Secretary of State In California on the Conunlst Party ticket. He 1» aa 
attorney associated with the law firm of Kati, Gallagher, and Margolin, which 
Idw flra handles the legal business of the Communist Party la Los Angeles* 


Sanford .Gold nay * Goldner has born Identified _by ' 
■ raid confidential informa nt of the Lo* Angeles Office 


— jefFany; — it duhftntiy 

research directo^T^Jiarge of the Doe Angelas Office - CIO and also teaching 
a cairse at the school known as "Oarrent Probleat of Jewish Life." 


Sondra Oorney . Scndre Gorney writes movie reviews for the "Dally 
People's World", a west coast Communist newspaper and is the wife of novle 
script writer. Jay Gorney. The Coccainlst affiliations of both Sondra and 
Jay Gorney are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 

Willis J. Hlll f Hill le the president and general representative 
of the Carpenters Union, Local 634. F# has not been Identified as a member 
of the Communist Party. 


Robert Lees. Lees has hern actively writing in the action ricture 
industry for the oast 13 years, liavlng beon Identified with the Paramount 
Studios. On Janury IS, 1945, a very reliable but most delicate source 
identified Lees as a Communist. 

francs* Millington.. Millington, has not been identified as a 
member of the Communist Party. 


Csrleton Moss, Carleton Moss Is a negro screen writer who has not 
been identifl°d aa a Communist Party member. Moss is teaching a coarse at 
the school known as "The Negro in World Affaire." 


Herbert Sorrell . Sroll'e Communist Party membership is set out 
in Section I of this memorandum. There is no information indicating that 
he is currently a member of Che Connnlet Party. 


frank Tuttle, Tuttle, a motion picture director and writer, la 
at present teaching a course known an "Motion Picture Direction." Hie 
Conzunlst Party affiliations are set out in Section I of this memorandum. 


Celia Vlllby . Willby in 1945 was an organiser for the United 
Office and Professional Workers of America. CIO. Local 9 a nd Lncel 17H in 

identified WillbyonSeptemce^7^194^^!^a^omBunE!^ii^ollpfOod^^ 


- 16 - 


Stiff 





I 


Lillian RIpps . Secretary. Blpms was Identified threap a very relia- 
ble but most delicate scarce ae a Communist on January 1C. 1945. She was also 
Identified by this source as a current member of the Comsunlst Party In the 
Commnlty Subsection In Hollywood. California. This Information was verified 
by Informant who is a mscber of the Comsunlst Party In Los Angeles. 

He stated thl^Wring 1946. Rlpps was a meaber of the chalrnan*« council 
Coanunlty Subsection, Hollywood Section. Coamnlet Party. 

Tvonne Shepherd . Registrar. On February 11, 1947, & very reliable 
but most delicate source produced information Indicating that Shepherd r ane gresr 
had bee n recruited Into the Communist Tarty by Pettis Perry, Informant 
»lso identified Shepherd as a member of the Communist Party. 

Teaching Staff 

Other member* of the faculty Included the following: 



Hlcafl- urine Is the Coordinator for the course, "Current Problems of 
Jevieh Life,* She ha* be^n Identified an a current member of the Communist Party 
in Hollywood by a most reliable end delicate source on Hay ?5, 1947, 

Alvah Bes g le teaches a course on. "How to read a Eook." She is a 
novelist, serein writer and critic. Her Communist affiliations are set out 
' in 3^£tion_I of. this memorandum. 


Herbert Bltennan teaches a course at the school in "Motion Picture Di- 
recting." He is employed In the motion picture industry as a director, writer 
and associate producer. His Communist Party affiliations are cet out In Section 
I of this memorandum. *' 

William Blowlti teaches a. course in the school on "Publicity and Pub- 
lic Relations." Blnvlts who Is a Communist has been referred to In Section I 
where his Cosuainlst affiliations are set nut. y 

Karris Browda teaches a course on "How to Llcten to Hr sic." Browda who 
Is a Communist, is described in Section I where his Communist Party affiliations 
are set nut. 


J Bonnie Claire teaches a coarse on "Political Organisation, ite Principles 

4 and Practices." Claire has be-n identified by a most reliable but very delicate 
J s-urce oa January 16. 1945, ae a Co —uni at. » 

Bdward I. Dmytryk teaches a courae in school on "Production Preparation." 
Re Is a director and producer in the motion picture Industry; currently working 
for RIO Studios. Drytrk who has been identified as a Comsunlst, is discussed 
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in Section X where hit Communist Party affiliations are set out. 

r - Out fedore Is an author and screen writer. H# teaches a course In the 
school on "The Modern Morel." Endore's Communist affiliations are set out In Sec- 
tlon I of this menoranduB. 

Leonard Pels who has heen identified through a highly reliable hut 
▼ery delicate source as a current aember of the Cooranlst Party, teaches a course 
on "Political Economy 11." He has been Identified as a former member of the execu- 
tive board. Local 6, International Longshoremen’s ami Warehousemen's Union from 
1942 to 1945. He was also a member of Local 302, International Brotherhood of 4 

Electrical Workers. 

e 

Carl Foreman on August 1, 1944, was identified through a reliable but 
most delicats source as a member of the Communist Party in Hollywood, foreman 
at present teaches a course on "Screen Writing 11." 

George Class was identified as a Communist on January 16, 1945 and 
February 26, 1945 by a most reliable but very delicate source of information. 

He at present teaches "Publicity and Public Halations." 

Cordon Kahn has been employed in the motion picture industry as a 
screen writer and also as & feature writer for the "Atlantic Monthly." He is at 
present teaching a course in "Screen Writing 111." On January 16, 1945 and on Febru- 
ary 26 r 1945, Hahn' was identified as a Communist by a Tory reliable but most 
delicate source of information. 

Hurray Korngold teaches a course in the school on "The Science of Society." 
He ie a labor Journalist who has been active in the Liberal Theater Movement. 

He formerly wrote articles for "Stars and Stripes." H« has been identified through 
a most reliable but very delicate source at a current aember of the Communist 
Party in Los Angeles. 

Katherin e MnTeman teaches a course in "Three Economic Doctrines — 

Hal thus, Marx and Hanson." She formerly was a teaching assistant in the Depart- 
ment of Economics a * the University of Southern California and also taught 
economics at the California Labor School in San Francisco. She has been identi- 
fied through a most reliable but very delicate source as a current member of 
jthe Communist Party in Los Angeles. X,' 

~t 

2 Arnold Mesches is a free lance advertising artist and studio sketch 

artist. He teaches a course in "Drawing and Fainting X." His Qomoaiet affiliations 
are set out in Section 1 of this memorandum. 

Allan Metcalf teaches a course in "Political Organisation, Its Principles 
and Practices." is a former director of the Southern California Committees 
to Win the. Peace, a Communist influenced group. Metcalf was identified by Infor- 



• i 

* 

- mant^^^^pf the i*o§ Angela* Of flea* as a Communist functionary in I«s Angeles 
1 at tlie present tine and as a current asaber of the Communist JWrty, 

if Abraham Olteen teaches a course on "Current Problems of Jewish Life," 

Be Is manager of the Los Angeles "Morning JVelheit" Assoc latlo^^^^raa been 
identified through Confidential Informants and 

who are active members of the Hollywood Sec^^^^^^^^oamunis^rarty^^^ 
member of the Communist Party. In addition he was also identified as a Communist * 
and a current member of the Comunlst Party la Los Angeles through a most relia- 
ble but delicate source of information. 

Sylvan Pastaraak teaches a course in "Public Speaking and Parliamentary • 
Law." He was formerly the business agent of Local 1421, United Electrical. Eadio 
and Machine Workers of America, CIO. Although he has not been identified as a 
member of the Communist Party, his wife Eleanor Phsternak has been Identified 
a 9 a current member of the Communist Party through a most reliable but very deli- 
cate source of information. 


Paau?rette Pathe teaches a course in "Ceramics, Beginning and Intermedi- 
ate." She is a dancing teacher and dancer who established her own ceramics studio 
in Hollywood, about two years ago. Her Communist Party affiliations are set out 
in Section I of this memorandum which identify her as a current member of the 
Communist Party in Los Angeles. 

Margaret Roma who is running her own Theater Workshop in Hollywood, 
'teaches a-.=cQurse in “The Theatre and Its History." She has been identified as a 
member of the Communist Party and her Communist connections are set out In Sec- 
tion I of this. memorandum. 


John Sanford who is the author of several novels, teaches a course on 
"The Modern -ovel." Sanford who Is a Coam-nist has been referred to in Section I 
of this memorandum, where his Communist connections are set out, ' 

Buth_Harrow SI ad* is a former editor of the Southern California labor 
Herald. She was formerly publicity director for the Hussian Var Belief and most 
recently has held the position of executive secretary of the Civil Rights Con- 
” gress^Slade has been identified as a Communist by Confidential Informant 

* the Los Angeles Office who was a former executive in the Part^u^^^ 

• Tn^Jo^^igeles area, tut was told not to register for a membership in 1947, 

c but to devote his tj.me to the affairs of the unions, 

* 

* 

.1 H^I SiiHJjh was formerly a director of the federal Theater Project in 

^Bew fork and worked for the San Francisco Union, at well aa the Workers labora- 
tory Theaters. Stoith who Is a screen writer teaches a course in "Screen Writing I." 
Smith who has been identified as a Communist is referred to la Section X of this 
memorandum where his Communist Phrty affiliations are set out. 
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Lory Tltelman it a fomer director of the Child Car* Nursery School 
i»t Seat* Monica, who teachee the Pre-School Age Child. She hae been identified 
* through a highly confidential hut very delicate source, at a Communist. 

Llo.vd fan Dyke it a past president of Local 1421, United Electrical, 
Radio and Machine tforheft of -America, CIO, He teachei a course at the school 
entitled "Trade Union Principles and Practices,* In Kay of 1946, Van Dy lce was 
identifieda^am^mbero^th^ConmunistParty by Confidential Informant sflHMfe 9 

who are functionaries of the Comunltt 

^Wf^ln the Lot Angeles area. 

During the summer term of 1947 between 65 and 75 instructors and guest 
speakers participated in the sumner session of the People's Educational Canter, 

Of these, the above described individtm^^at noted have been identified as 
Communists, According to Informant the People's Educational Center is 

regarded by the Communist Party and th^Hollywood Section thereof as n Communist 
School and at each torm the Communist Party members in the Hollywood Section are 
urged to attend this school to aid in the development in their particular field, 
as well as political development. There are Winter, Spring, Summer and Pall 
terms at the School. The faculty of these schools vary each term, according to 
available personnel. 

Lincoln Conmnitv Book Center, also known as Lincoln Book Shon 

The records of the Los Angeles County Clerk's Office in Los Angeles, 
California, reflect that on July 16, 1943, Eugene Heed, Hollywood, California, 
had the name' of The Lincoln Book Shop filed as a fictitious business name. Heed 
Indicated that he intended to operate the business alone. The August 7, 1945 
i£sue of the "Daily People's Vorld, " west coast Communist newspaper contained 
a feature article revealing that the Lincoln Book Shop would open at 1721 North 
Highland Avenue, on August 6, 1943. The shop was to be operated by Jack and 
Jessie Heed. Through a most reliable and very delicate source on August 31, 

1944, it was ascertained that Eugene Reed was a Communist and a member of the 
Communist Political Association in Los Angeles, 

Information was obtained through this sane source on January 15, 1945, 
that Eugene John Heed and Jessica Heed were members of the Communist Political 
Association in the Northwest Section thereof. The report of the Joint Pact Plnd- 
lng Committee of the Cali'ornia Legislature on Un-American Activities for 1947 
reflects that in September 1943, the Lincoln Book Shop had been designated by 
*the Los Angeles County Communist Party for the sale of Communist literature to 
-the clubs of the Coranunlst area located in the Hollywood area. 

The records of the County Clerk's Office in Los Angeles reflect that on 
March 5, 1945 the Articles of Incorporation of a group known as the Lincoln Coi^ 
inanity Book Center, a non-profit, non-stock membership group wore filed with the 


L *l- 


the people, of Hollywood. The persona executing t 


Samuel Freeman of 1962 Glencoe jay, Hollywood, 
t^ie^asaCoiununist on February 7 » 1944 through 
■HHH who furnished information obtaine 


Angeles 


Lizabeth Glenn 


Association In 19 


by Confiden 


ormant revealed that in August of J-V45, Goraon wcs naainatec lor the dtate 
Canmittee of the Conraunist Party but was not elected inasmuch as other leading 
corarades^riticizedherfor being bureaucratic. Through the information obtained 
fronJj^fl^^HBH^^^^Aanaidrel^ble informant of the Los Angeles Office 

Party in Los Angeles, was 
had been dropoed from the membership 
because of a “right opportunist disagreement". 


During Jure 1946, Confidential Informant 


Angeles Office advised that the officers now serving cn behaT^^^T?Te Lincoln 
Community Book Center were John Howard Lawson, President; ..aldo Salt, Vice Presi- 
dent and lari am Togan, secretary. The Communist background of both Lawson and 
Salt, who are screen writers in Hollywood has been set out in Section I of this 
memorandum.- iiiriam Logan, the secretary, was identified as a member of the Com- 
munist Party at San Pedro, California from June 1944 until December of 1946 by 
Bessie je Ford, a member of the Communist P rty who is an informant of the Los 
Angeles Office. 


Confidential lnforuant^^^^^B of the Los Angeles Office, who is a 
functionary of the Coiwnunist area, advised that from 1945 through 

April 1947, the Lincoln Book Shop was the cutlet of Larxlst and Caanunist liter- 
ature in Hollywood, California and that all clubs of the Hollywood Section Cocjnu- 


nist .Party purchased literature 


This same informant advised on Jiay 1, 1945, that this book center was 
closed because of its poor financial condition. He stated that as cf July 1947, 
the Communist Party does not maintain a book shop in the Hollywood area indicating 
that the Connuniat subsections in the Hollywood area presently obtain their lit- 
erature fr<» the home of Clarence L-. Ricklefs, 984 Palm Avenue, Los Angeles. » 
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% Ricklefa is literature director for the Coanunity Subsection, Hollywood Section 
of the Communist Party. 

The Lotion Picture Democratic Committee 

The "Studio Call" official organ of the Conference of Motion Picture 
Arte and Crufts, for June 30, 1938, stated that th* Democratic Committee was a 
progressive political organization which should have the support of every employee 
of the motion picture industry. A full page advertisement appearing in this paper 
gave the aims of the Motion Picture Democratic Committee as follows: 

1. To support und extend the Kir.: Deal nationally; to 
bring a new deal to California. 

2. To remove from office all those officials who have 
made the government of California a government by 
the corporations. 

3. To effect and maintain complete political freedom 
within the motion picture industry. 

4. To aid in uniting all progressive forces within the 
Democratic Party, convinced that a liberal victory 
can be acheived at this time only by working within 

~ ' *' the Democratic Party. 

'■* 5. * To cooperate with all groups and persons who are I 

’.vorking to re-establish democracy in the State, and 
oppose all movements which *end to split the 
progressive forces in California. 

6. To supDort those candidates who on the basis of their 
records are best qualified to forward these aims. 


Eugene Lyons on page 289 of his book, "The Red Decade" stated: "The 
Ilotion Picture Democratic Committee, a front for Jtalinist fund raising, had no 
trouble rounding up seventeen hundred members." Rena J. Vale, an admitted Commu- 
nist, in 1910 made a sworn statement in which she stated that perhaps the most 
bazaar flourish given to the Olsen for Governor campaign was provided by the fresh 
ideas and naive politics of the Motion Picture Democratic Committee, called by 
thoae who still ventured to express their dislike of "Hoilynop^itis. 11 The motion 
Picture Democratic Cannittee was conceived and delivered by the Los Angeles County 
Political Commission of the Communist Party in the spring of 1938, in the home of 
A1 Lane, 3939 Denker, Avenue. £ 

Confidential Informant the Los Angeles Office, 

referred to the August 1935 speech o^jeorg^Ddoro^ head of the Co.umunist Inter- 
national, as the famous "Trojan Horse" speech. Announcing the united front 
program of the Communist Party, he stated that as a - part of this program the period 


f, known as the "popular front" was brought about with the August S3, 1939 signing 
f of the Hitler-Stalin Pact. He related that many of these fronts which were 
' formed during this period were established to influence and support the foreign 
policy of the Soviet Union. He referred to the "collective security" proposal 
and that the Communists everywhere were instructed to drop all revolutionary 
ideas and pose as liberals taking oart in all established government affairs. 

He stated that in the United States they were instructed for voting purposes, to 
support the candidates of the Democratic Party. He related that they were to 
assume a "liberal" position and work to get themselves into any oositions in poli- 
tical circles where they could use their position^ar.d influence to create and gain 
support for the policies of the Soviet Union, ^^^^pel^ted that in following this 
line and this oolicy, the Ca.imunists in the HofxJ^ocd motion picture industry 
met up the motion Picture Democratic Coanittee. He related that during the year 
193B, this organization was going full force and was a very influential group in 
California and particularly in the Hollywood area. However with the signing of 
the Hitler-Stalin Pact, he stated that the Hollywood ;~otion Picture Democratic 
Committee changed its line shortly thereafter, at which time it began c lling 
the President a 'war monger" and that he was dragging the United otates into the 
"imperialistic" war. 

Earlv in 1940, according to Iru'onasnt^^H^Bthe motion Picture Democratic 
Committee was working in cooperation with the icueraca? peace crusades ; nd sponsored 
peace meetings throughout Southern California. He stateu th t the organization 
issued a "newsletter" dated ilarcli co, 1940, calling attention to a -'.cncck-out 
■script" written by- Lichael Slznkfort, Jeroue Chodorov, Joseph Fields, Paul frivers, 
Carl Dreher, Cyril Kramer and okayed by the Hollywood Peace Council. This was 
t.9 be oresented at a rally at the Olympic Stadium on April 6, 1940, under the banner, 
"America Declares Peace." 

According tc^^JKthis was the last meeting « t which the -otion Pic- 
ture De,aocr£tic Commit te^ttCtively participated. In the publication 'k.ed Fascism" 
compiled by Jack Tenney, California State Senator and Ohaimun of the California 
Joint Fact Finding Committee of the 56th California Legislature, information is 
set out th t the following persons were officers of the motion xicturt Democratic 
Co..initteo in 193V and 1940. The official stationery of this organization also 
reflects the same data. 


k 
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Philip Dunne 
.'.felvyn Douglas 
-Miriam Hoo' ins 
John Ford 
Maurice L'urphy 
Cordon Rigby 
Hcrbt-rt K. Sorrell 
Harold Buchmnn 
A1 Cay a 

^ John Cromwell 


Chairman 

First Vi ce-Ch.ii^*ia n 
fecond ":>*• -Chairman 
Third Vice-Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Executive Board Member 
Executive Board Lumber 
Executive Board .aerab» r 
Executive Board Leraber 


Screen writer 

Screen actor 

Screen actress 

Lotion picture director 

./riter 

writer 

Labor .official 
Screen writer 
Teamster Union 
Actor a-.d director 




f’orval Crutcher 

John Oree 
Edward Mussa 

Irving i ichel 
Gloria btuart 
Fran.; Tuttle 


executive Beard member 

Executive Board Member 
Executive Board Member 

Executive Beard member 
Executive Board Member 
Executive Board Lenibcr 


secretary of Technicians 
Guild Ho. 

Labor leader 

Labor leader , *>et Direc- 
tors Guild 
Lcrcen director 
bereen actress 
Lcreen writer and direc- 
tor 


ilaurice .’iirphy, Harold 3uchman, Herbet K. Sorrell, horval Crutcher, 

! and Fran:: Tuttle have been identified as being affiliated with the Communist 

i arty either rrst or present and their Communist connections are set out in 
Section 1 of this ..n:.aor' nT.’ja. 

Phil ip Dun r.e 

Philip Dunne, as reported in an affidavit given by itei.a Vale, a former 
member of the Consu.ir.ist Party before the Assembly Fact Finding’ Co unittee on Un- 
American Activities in California, on November 9, 1942, was a screen writer and 
representative of the Motion Picture uemocratic Committee, as v-ell as a member 
of the Los Angeles County Political Commission of the Communist Party. 


Maurice Thomas -urnhy 


Murphy, according to the records of his local draft board, which is 
,3oard Number 247, Beverly Hills, California, was an actor for 19 years. He has 
been treated for epilepsy since 1935. Through a most reliable but very delicate 
source, murphy was identified on L*ay 19, 1947, as a member of the Northwest oec- 
tlon of the Hollywood Lection of the Los Angeles County Communist Party. 

Gordon dluby 

The Hollywood trade mgazine "Variety’' for oeptenb-=r 12, 1945, reflected 
that Lieutenant Colonel Gordon Higby retired from tne Army after 4 years of ser- 
vice with the Jig.nal Corp. The "Variety" also reflected that he was a veteran 
of ./orld .Car 1 and an ex Hollywood writer and director at Columbia otudios. 
According to a most reliable but very delicate source Cordon -iigby, on ..ugust 31, 
1944, was a member of the Communist Political Association, Northwest section, 

Los Angeles, California, who had been on special leave from the Communist Party 
since before December of 1942. 


Hollywood Democratic Corjnlttee 


The' Hollywood Democratic Committee, according to Confidential Informant 
as set uo in January 1943. The aims and purposes of this organization were 
to^T by & circular issued at the tine of the organization meeting held on Jan- 
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uary 14, 1943. They "ere as follows s 

1. To support national, state and local legislation essential 

to victory in war. 

2. To clarify political issues in relation to the war effort 
and to promote discussion and education for this purpose. 

3. To support candidates who are best fitted to serve a nation 
at war and who sedc office on a "win-the-war"" platform. 

4. To cooperate with other organizations in Los Angeles and 
throughout the state and nation, whose aims are similar to 

our own . • 

Confidential InformarU^^^Hln referring to this new organization, stated 
th-<t for all intents and pur >oses lwlas nothing but the revival of the iiotion 
Picture Democratic Co.-un^tee previously discussed in this section of this memo- 
randum. According the activities of the Hollywood Democratic Committee 

during the time of it^emstence coincided with the line of the Communist Politi- 
cal Association, vjhich was ’'collaboration with capitalism” because ox^thj^eeds 
of the Soviet Union for assistance. On September 25, 1943, Informanj^^^^'clated 
that the activities of this organization were confined largely to th<r Opeh politi- 
cal field, such as putting pressure on law makers, local and national, ana to nave 
legislation passed which was either sponsored or supported by tne Co.umuaist ele- 
ment in the United States, particularly in the Hollywood area. He stated that 
.this pressure was exerted in two ways, (1) by forming delegations to visit law 
makers in ari attempt to intimidate them, and (2) by a campaign of written propagan- 
da circulated among labor unions and other organizations and the setting up of 
"bomraittees or correspondence," the puroose of which was to flood the Congress with 
letters demanding the passage of measures which fell in line with the program of 
the Communist Party at that time. 

On July 26, 1944, letterhe ds ;\nd literature issued by the Hollywood 
Democratic Comnittee reflected the following persons were elected officers for 


the coming year. 


Hare Connelly 

Chairman 

John Cromwell 

Vice Chairman 

Gene Kelly 

Vice Chairman 

2. Y. Harburg 

Vice Chairman 

f'orval 0. Crutcher 

Secretary 

Albert Jekker 

Treasurer 

This sane literature reflected that the organisation had an executive 


board of 88 members. Of this number 22 have been identified as Communists through 
information obtained by the Los Angeles Office, through a moat reliable out very 


f delicate source. Of the 22 known Canmunists, the following individuals whose 
: Connunist P^rty affiliations a rw set out in Section 1 of this memorandum, have 
‘been identified with the motion picture industry. 


Margaret Dennett .Villa 
Herbert Biberaan 
Henry Blankfort 
Sidney Robert Bucho&n 
Korval Dixon Crutcher 
Edward Dnytryk 
'Edward LcCreary Gilbert 
Donald Alexander Gordon 
Louis Harris 


itrs. Nora Hellgren 
Rex Ingram 
Donald Key King 
John Howard Lawson 
Barbara Alexander **’yers 
Samuel Badisch Ornitz 
-ortimer ..'illiaa Pomerance 
Herbert K. Sorrell 


In addition to the above listed Communists it was also known that such 
procainent Communist Party figures in the motion picture industry as Frank Tuttle, 
motion picture director, wer^also active in this group. It has also been reported 
by Confidential Informant that John Garfield, the pro-C^^nis^iCtor^sas 

associated with thir group^^Wr field has been identified by as 
a member of the Co.;imunist Party. Garfield also, according nas 

been affiliated with the Young Camaunist League, the Hollywood Anti-i*azi^Sogue 
both of which were Communist front groups. 

During 1944 the Hollywood Democratic Committee grew to be one of the 
most import^i^Dolitical groups in Southern California, according to Confidential 
Inf orman He reported th*t this was primarily due to its connection with 
the motio.^5icvure industry and the prestige derived therefrom. 

This organization continued its oolitical activities in the 1%4 elec- 
tions and announced that it vr s to become a oermanent group, cooperating r;ith 
and supporting the Political Action Committee and other progressive groups in 
politics. 


On January 25, 1945* the "Daily worker 1 ' carried an article reflecting 
that 100 Hollywood leaders sent a wire to President Roosevelt, requesting hir to 
terminate the proceedings against Harry Bridges. The article reflected that the 
action nas taken at a dinner sponored by the Hollywood Democratic Committee. 

Among the signers of this telegram were Communists and many individuals who have 
. supported the Coi.aunist movement in Hollywood. This article reflected that John 
Howard Lawson, writer; Jack iloss, producer; and Dalton Trumbo, writer, all known 
-> Communists in Hollywood, were among the signers of this communication. These 
individuals identified as Communists above are referred to in Section 1, where 
their Communist affiliations are set out. 

On June 6, 1945, in Hollywood, California, a meeting was called by the 
Hollywood Democratic Committee, at which time the name of this group was changed 
by unanimous decision to the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, 


I 


, Sciences and Professions ~ ’ 

Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts. Sciences and Professions 

The Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, 
a now defunct organization, was formed under the Influence of Communists ana Com- 
munist sympathizers and was supported throughout its existence by the Communists 
and the Communist press. Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., a member of the National Commit- 
tee of the Communist Party, on August 11, 1945, read recommendations to the Lew 
v ork State Convention of the Communist Party of those Individuals who had been 
nominated for the New York State Committee. Concerning Lionel Berman, Davis stated, 
"Comrade Berman, a Communist Party functionary, is Jewish and a member of the old , 

State Committee 1 would say, (he) is the head of the Cultural Section of the 

Party, It seems to me that in his work in the past, pcrticul rly in the elec- * 

tions when he was one of those instrumental in setting up the Independent Citizens 
Committee of Arts, Sciences and Professions, he has demonstrated a v ery excellent 
capacity for orccnizati o n of a ve ry excellent political character." 


[advised on April 4, 1946, that the organization of the 
IndependenT'ajTTTOT^TffCuTxtee of the -vrts, Sciences and Professions by the Ca.uau- 
nist Party ms directed and planned in his office at the "Daily -or'<er" in 1944, 
by Lionel Dorman of the Communist Party Cultural Section, and Joseph field of the 
Aorkers Librai^ Publishing Company. He also advised that this organization was 
-a Communist controlled group in spite of the fact th t the majority of the member- 
ship was no! Communist and a minority of the Communists were directing it. 

Aith regard to the Hollywood Chapter of the independent^^^en^JaaiLt- 
the Arts, Sciences and Professions, Confidential Informant 
^■■^Ppf the Los Angeles Office, related that a meeting v.as called of une .ae.uu^-rs 
o^the Hollywood Democratic Committee at the American Legion Hall in Hollywood 
on June 6, 1945. He stated th t at this meeting approximately 3o0 iriaividuz-Ls 
were in attendance all believed to be members of the Hollywood Democratic Committee. 


;. i-.aett Livery, "President of the Screen riters Guild, concerning 
- whom information is set out under the ocreen ..riters Guild in this me..torandum, 

• was chairman of the meeting, He related th 't He naan ohualir. a motion picture 
oroducer, who has been affiliated with a lon~ 15 re cf Communist organizations 
was present and proposed that the new organization which was knov.n as the 

= Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions 
^ affiliate with the National organization called the Indeoa^^t Citizens Commii- 

* tee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. According John Howard Lawson 

led the Canmunist elements in this meeting. He stated ti^^^ffe ballot which 

had b?en previously selected Y;as voted on <B3 mere fonnality and .oany of the mem- 
bers of the executive committee of the Hollywood Democratic Co raittee were elec- 
ted and continued :*g members of the executive committee of the I.ndependent Citizens 
Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Frofessions. 
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Confidential Informant ^H|^JH||^^^^HKstated, with regard to this 
~ change in name and apparent changeTnconp^So^^^The organisation, that it 
* was due to the fact that the Ca.anunist Party line had changed. He stated that 
from June 1945 until February 11, 1947, the Hollywood Independent Citizens Co;umit- 
tee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions had followed those of the. Communist Party 
in the economic and political fields. He related that during the existence of this 
organization, it wa 3 the principal pressure group using the- prestige and influence 
of the Hollywood motion picture industry to support legislation endorsed by the 
Communist Tarty and its sympathizers. A dodger stunned September 11, 1945, which is 
in the possession of the Los Angeles Office reflected that there were 98 mem- 
bers of the executive council of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee 
of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. Cf this number 14 Lave been identified as 
Communists t . lgh the most reliable but very delicate sources. These ludivi Avals ♦ 
are listed below and their Cei-wrunist connections are set out in section I of tnis 
memorandum. 


1 v 


Sidney Robert Buchman 
Abram 3. Burrows 
Louis Harris 
John Howard Lawson 
Jack Loss 

Earl Hawley Ho'oinson 
Frank ..’right Tuttle 


c/illi am Frank Blovdtz 
Vcrval uixon Crutcher 
Hex Ingram 
Sara Moore 

Mortimer ..LUiam rocitrance 
Dalton Trura'oo 
/.-lrgaxet Bennett ..ills 


In December of 1946 Confidential Informant ported 

that the National Headquarters of the Independent CitSen^TorESte^o^tne Arts, 
Sciences and Professions was contemplating merging with the National Citizens 
Political Action Co.uuittee with the ultimate object of laying the foundation for 
a new so-called liberal group in the United States. 


In January of 1947 Confidential InformantH^wstated that the Holly- 
wood Chapter of this organization was preparing to ^^^ut of existence under its 
present name and emerge as the Hollywood Branch of the new organization which was 
formed in New York City on December 28 and 29, 1946, called the Progressive Citi- 
zens of America. This latter -group was formed by the merger of the now defunct 
Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions and the Nation- 
al Citizens Political Action Committee. 


Progressive Citizens of America 

According to Confidential InfomantttHm^^HHH^of the Los Angeles 
Office, the Southern California Chapter of the Trogressiv^itizerie of America 
was organized on February 11, 1947. A leaflet which waa distributed in the Los 
Angeles area Drior to February 11, 1947, announced that a meeting would be held 
on that date for the purpose of organizing this organization. ‘The leaflet announced 
that Jo Davidson, National Chairman of the Progressive Citizens of America would 
be the principal speaker. For identifi^^^^juroo^s it should be pointed out 
that Jo Davidson has been identified confidential informant 

of the New York Office, as a Communist. 
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Confidential Informant the San Diego 

Office reported that Edward llosk acte^a^?nai^E^>^^^^^^3m.zational meeting 
of the Progressive Citizens of America* llosk, who outlined the purpose of tfie 
meeting introduced Dr. Linus Pauling* Pauling discussed the nroduction of atomic 
energy end the atomic bomb and its significance to world government. John Cromwell, 
the retiring Chaire?n of the Hollywood Independent Citizen* Comrdttee of the «rts. 
Sciences and Professions contner.ted regarding the consolidation of the Independent 
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions and the National Citizens 
Political Action Committee. 


Jo Davidson, the National Chairman, then explained the 'turrose of 
i the new organization.- Following Davidson's remarks, Robert ><* Kenny, former 

attorney general of California, was elected chairman of this branch, \fice Chair- 
men elected were Edward -osk, Howard Koch, Jr. Linus Pauling, Lena ..orne, -enial • 
Ostrow and Gene Kelly, and Lrs. William Dieterle, secretary. 

Of the 100 directors elected, the following known Communists, whose 
Communist Party affiliations are set out in Section 1 of this memorandum were 
included: 


Sam Albert 
Edward Biberman 
Abe Burrows 
Lou Harris 
John Howard Lawsor. 
Anne Revere 
2-.rl Robinson 
Dalton Trumbo 


-largaret Bennett ..ills 

Henry Blankfort 

Howard Da Silva 

Sam Loore 

Fred ftinoldo 

Adrian Scott 

Frank Tuttle 


In addition, the following Communists who are not identified in Section X 
of this memorandum were also elected to the board of directors: 


Dr. Hurray Ahowitz 


Dr. Abonitz, who is presently practicing medicine at 653 South Bonney 
Brae Avenue, Los Angeles, has been identified by a most hig'aly confidential but 
delicate source in 19A3 as a rtember of the iiedical Branch, Professional Section, 
Los Angeles Country Communist •Party* 


Philln *!. Connelly 

Connelly is afonrie^^^^^entof the Los Angeles Newspaper Guild, 
Confidential Inf ormart a raid reliable informant of th e 
Los Angeles Office who 

Angeles, ref 

per month to the Los Angeles County Communist Party as a sustainer fee* 

She stated that Connelly pays this fee, £10.00, regularly and* other CIO function- 
aries also pay a regular sura monthly* Connelly is at present secretary-treasurer 
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^o^the Los Angeles Industrial Union Council, In addition to this information 
^HH^rel&ted that in the first part of 1943# she attended a meeting which 'was 
^attenae^bj^^me 30 Communist Party members at which Connelly was present. Accord- 
lng Connelly identified himself as a Communist and attacked the leaders 

- of the Coaraurust Party at that time. 

Charles J. Kata 


Katz is an attorney in Los Angeles. He signed the brief of the Los 
Angeles County Communist Party petition filed before the California Supreme Court 
in June of 1942 placing the Party on the ballot. John Leach, former Coamunist 
Party organizer testified concerning Katz before the grand Jury as follows: "I 
knee Katz as a Communist Party member; he was active in professional study groups, •' 
organizing professional study. groups in Hollywood for the Communist Pcj?ty. Katz 
was in the Co/nmunist fraction of the Anti-Hazi League. K-itz received membership 
book from Stanley Lawrence " 

Ben Harrolis 

Through a highly confidential but most reliable source, it was ascertained 
that Ben Uargolis was a member of the Engels Branch of the Los Angeles County 
Communist Party during 1946. Uargolis was formerly a law partner of Katz, Galla- 
gher and llargolis, a legal firm which represented CIO local unions and Communist 
Party members. 


Loren Hiller 


c . 


Discontinued Informant^^^^^^^^^^^^vadviscd that Hiller, a negro 
attorney in Los Angeles, was Communist Party, having 

Communist Party book number 75-393. According to^^^V Hiller's Party name was 
Laurence Rossmore. Hiller has also been identififl^^ffi the National Lawyers 


Guild. . 


Georre Pepper 

Pepoer is the executive director of the Arts, Sciences and Professional 
Council of the Progressive Citizens of America* Through a most reliable but very 
delicate source of information. Pepper was identified ojp July 22, 1943, as a mem- 
ber of the Los Angeles County Communist Party, He was also identified on June 30, 
1944, through this same source as a member of the Communist Political Association. 

* According to Confidential Informantfl|H^»f the Los Angeles Office, 

i Robert J. Kenny, the chairman of this chapter aun^ the past several years had 
„ been affiliated with or active in numerous Coumunist front organizations. 

The program of the Progressive Citizens of America both in California 
and nationally has closely paralleled th^t of the Co.imunist Party. This was one 
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: of the first organisations to most vigorously attack Uva Pra aidant's proposal for 
" aid to Graoca And Turks/, as did the Cowunist Part/. Also this organisation 
I joined with tbs Civil lights Congress, a national front organisation, in pro tasting 
1 against tbs cit/ authorities of Peoria, Illinois, and Alban/, Haw fork, idio failed 
to permit Paul Robeson to apeak in tha public schools* The national organisation 
is now publishing a acnthl/ paper called the " Progressiva Citizens*. This paper la 
being circulated by the California Chapter* The California group ia represented 
on this staff by the following individuals i Herman Shunlin; Honan Corwin, radio 
coenentator; John Cromwell, writer; Lillian Heilman, writer. Gene Kelly, actor; 
Frederic lfarch, actor; Robert V. Kenny, ex-California State Attorney General; 
and Paul Robeson singer and aotor. 

^ i 

With regard to Heron Shualin, Inforaantfl|Hbaa reported that he was 
one of the endorsers of the Aaerican Peace Mobilization, a Communist front organi- 
sation, a member of the league of Aaerican Writers, and a teacher at the Hollywood 
Writers School* 


Norman Corwin, according toH|H was a lecturer at the Hollywood School 
for Writers and a member of the Independent Citizens Connittee of the Arts, Sciences 
and Professions. 

The writer, John Cromwell, has been referred to by Inf orman tfl^Pgas 
having been a member of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee o^we Arts, 
Sciences and professions and also having participated in radio forms sponsored 
by the Hollywood Democratic Committee in Hollywood on January 5, 1945* 

The writer, Lillian Heilman, according tofl^Hhaa been a member of the 
League of American Writers, the American Peace Mobifflatlon, the Independent Citi- 
zens Connittee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, and connected with the Joint 
Anti-jhscist Refugee Committee. 

Actor Gene Kelly has been identified by^^^as having been a member of 
the Hollywood Independent Citizens Co—ittee of ta^Ka, Sciences and Professions, 


the Hollywood Independent Citizens Ccswdttee of t am 
and a member of the Progressive Citizens of America* 


Actor Frederic March has been referred to by Inf ormant^^^k* a former 
er_o£_ttie_In<le pendent Citizens Coomlttaa of the Arts, Scienc^^na Professions* 
has reported that March is a neaber of the Communist Party* 


*fi|d 
t tom 
i of ® 


e^a^oo-c 

xHflolly 


Former California Stats Attorney General Robert M. Kenny has been idsntl- 
oo-ebairwan of the Progressive Citizens of Amarica* He also, according 
| was affiliated with the National Win tha Peace Conference and a member 


llywoed Independent Citisens Committee of tha Arts, Sciences and Professions 


Singer Paul Robeson has been identified as having been motive in the 
Aaerican Peace Mobilisation, th ejja^on al Win the Peace Conference, and the Council 
of African Affairs by Inforwantj^^^b 

« , 
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{ The above referred to organizations are discussed U this section of the 

* raeaorandum, wJth the exception of the Council of African Affairs, a Comounist 

* influenced group. 


The Progressive Citizens of America on lAay 9, 19*7, issued an ultimatum 
printed in the "Daily Variety", Hollywood trade publication, protesting the investi- 
gations being conducted by the House Committee on Un-American Activities and defend- 
ing the rights of the Communist Party in the United ot&tes. 


Confidential Informan^|^m^Bm^^H£related that the Progressive 
Citizens of America held a .neet^^fo^IenryAlAalTace in the Gilmore Atadiua 
on the night of :~iy 19, 1947. According to the "daily People's . orld," ...est Coast 
Coamun^^ newspaper on liay 21, 1947 , 30,000 people were in attendance, «ccordi;ig 
collection was taken up at this meeting for the support of the PC.. 
an<^n^^um of approximately ,86,000 was realized. He stated that a number of 
Hollywood celebrities including Charles Chaplin, ddward G. Robinson and Paul hen- 
reid were among the lnrge contributors. 


According to Informant 
lished a division in Hollywood in 
screen actress; John G; 
actress. According to 
Sciences and Professio 
-director and the grou 



m 

lpV^exe 


the Progressive Citizens of America estab- 
une 13, 1947, at a meeting called by Rose Hobart, 
eld, actor, Paul Draper, actor; and Anne Revere, screen 
^ this unit is to be known as the Hollywood Arts, 

ncil of the PCA. Its chairman is John Cromwell, screen 
cutive director is George Pepper. The purpose of this 


Council, according to^^^Hls to participate in all local political affairs, elec- 
tions and projects wh^^Tne national PCA group endorses and supports. The Commu- 
nist affiliations of Garfield, Revere and Pepper have been previously set out as 
have the affiliations of Cromwell with Communist infiltrated or influenced organi- 
zations. 


This council published a brochure in early July of 1947 announcing that 
a conference on the subject of thought control in the United States was to be 
held at the Beverly Hills Hotel from July 9-13, 1947 under the auspices of the 
Progreseive Citizens of America. This brochure announced that "in recent months 
. an increasing number of incidents have occurred, indicating an unhealthy tendency 
in our national life— a tendency to prevent freedom of individual expression which 
had always been the guarantee of our democratic culture. This conference has been 
called in order to document and examine these incidents separately and as part 

> of a majority tendency. If such a tendency does exist and continues to develop 

£ unchallenged, it can lead in only one direction— biased control of the thought 
4 patterns of all the American people . " . 

> * ' M 

The opening session of this conference which was attended by Agents 
of the Los Angeles Office was addressed by John Howard Lawson', leading Communist 
Screen writer in the motion picture industry whose Communist Party affiliations 
are set out in Section I of this memorandum* Lawson commenced his remarks by mention 
. ing that Various individuals had recently accused Henry Wallace of giving Europe 
a false impress ion of America by saying that America is not imperialistic and 
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t has no imperialist aims . In his speech Lawson reviewed the historic struggles 
X- of progressive forces and individuals throughout United states history and also 
4 pointed out the imperialistic actions in its past and present foreign policy. 

The keynotesneaker of the opening sessions was horaan Corwin, who according to 
InformantflHj^Bls so the Party that it would be difficult to say he 

is not a ffl^^^^nd who H^^^vhas heard discussed favorably by Communist Party 
officers on numerous occ&attas in connection with the Communist Party program of 
infiltration in the motion picture industry. Corwin in his address comdemned the 
war psychosis being put upon the people today and also condemned the activities 
of such groups as the House Committee on Un-American Activities, the Tenney Com- 
mittee, which is the California State Un-American Activities Committee and the 
Hearst Press. 


At t.he final session of the conference on thought control held on the 
evening of July 13 > 1947 > Robert Kenny, an executive of the PCA stated that the 
organization stands "for nationalization of oublic utilities, the coal industry, 
and steel industry and any other industry where nationalization would advance 
the common good.' 1 Kenny stated frequently that free enterprise was not working 
and that those proponents of this economy should admit this and reach for new 
solutions to the changing economic problems of our complex system. Prior to the 
adjournment of the conference, resolutions were adopted including the signing of 
a letter to the President advising him of the vicious tyoe of thought control 
existing in the United States and that thought control evidenced a trend toward 
fascism. The resolution advocated the abolition of the Un-American Activities 
Committee and the abandonment of the Truman Doctrine. It further called for the 
discontinuing of the loyalty test recently instituted by the federal Government. 





it was ascertained that George Pepper and Aaldo bolt, who have 

"previously been identified as Communists in Hollywood, had charge cf all the arrange- 
ments for this thought control conference. In addition the ''rogram reflects that 
the following individuals, who have previously been identified as Communists either 
in Section I or Section III in connection with the various Coisaunist front organi- 
zations active in the Hollywood rrea, participated actively in this program. 


iidwar riiberman 
Philip Stevenson 
dam L'rnitz 
Charles J. Katz 
; Morris Carnovsky 

Dr. Murray Abowitz 
uelv-in Levy 
Donald Ogden Stewart 
Adrian Scott 
G»le bonder gaard 

Hollywood Antl-Kazi League 


Albert Laltz 
Dan Jarves 
George Sklar 
Howard Da Silva 
Anne Ttevere 
Guy Isidore 
Jilma Shore 
Sam Loore 
Lee Cobb 


fjk I / 


The Hollywood Anti-Nazi League was set up. in the motion picture industry 
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: for the purpose of defending America * a democratic rights against Kazi influence* 

* The organization had among its original officers such well-known Caanunist as 
i Herbert Biberman, director, and Gale Sondergaard, actress* The Communist Party 
affiliations of these individuals are set out in Section I* Following the Hitler- 
Stalin Fact and the consequent change in the Communist Party line from opposition 
to Fascism to a program of general isolation, the organization was liquidated. 

Hollywood Lea.-ue for Democratic Action 

According to Informant the Hollywood League for Democratic Action 

was .it'de uo of the same peocle v.h^ were active in the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League 
although its activities were just the reverse of the Ar»ti-Ma?i Le.ij;ue because of •' 
the change in the Co-airunist Forty program. Many of the leading people in t w is 
organiz tion -were also identified with the Communist iarty, such as Dalton Trumbo, 
Frank Tuttle and John .exley. The Communist Party affiliations of these individuals 
are set out in Section I of this memorandum . This organization dropped out of the 
picture with the coming of the American Peace Mobilization. 

The .anerican Peace llobiliz-.tion 


This orgpniz^.tion was ” national Communist front group which, in 
Hollywood, was under the leadership of Herbert Dib^man. Other known Communists 
active in this movement were John Howard Lawson, Dalton frumbo, Frank futtle and 
Guy iir.dore. The Communist Party affiliations of these individuals are set out in 
Section Iv -■ -Many of the so-called 11 intellectuals" who had been active in Coucunist 
front movements in Hollywood were also active in supporting the American reace 
Mobilization. - Probably one of the most prominent of these so-called "intellect u -ls“ 
was Donald Cgden Stewart, a ;aemb. r of the League of American ..riters, International 
Libor Defense, Screen Writers GuH^^nd the Hollywood ..riters Mobilization, accord- 
ing to Confidential Informant 

The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Co-amittee 


Inforaant|^^Hrel.-ibed that from 1937 on, during the period of the Span- 
ish Revolution, numerous Communist front groups were formed in the United States 
to assist the Co:nmunist cause in Spain. Prominent among these groups were the 
Spanish Refugee Ship Mission, the Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy, Span- 
ish Refugee Relief Campaign, Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, Hollywood 
* Committee for ..riters in Sxile, and the United American Spanish Aid Committee. 

A These eroups had found membership and support among the intellectual group in the 
i Hollywood area* The remnants of these groups were consolidated together with the 
J formation of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee* This organisation, a Com- 
munist influenced group, was said to be interested only in those refugees whose • 
political opinions coincided with those who were in control of the Committee. 



"Rational Crg. Dept,* addressed to "Dear Comrades.* this directive which was 
dated April 13, 1943 stated ia part* i 

"The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee hat undertaken the patriotic 
duty of organisin'' a mass campaign for the release and rehabilitation of anti- 
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of paramount concern to America.....Ve are therefore suggesting that your State 

Executive Coccnittee discuss how the T.C.L. can effectively participate in this 
campaign. ......and would also be well if every district made a contribution to 

work of this committee.. . ...Ve are sending you under separate cover publicity 

petitions and post cards * 

^JH^J^f^H^^Hfl^wn^ascertalned on February 15, 1915, thanelixKusffiin 
oTtnejTarTfflfffflffiee of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Gomnittee and Marian 
Owens of the San Francisco Chapter of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 
met with Carl Winter, at that time President of the loa Angeles County Communist 
Political Association, regarding the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Comr.ittae policy. 
Carl Vinter summarized the decisions made at this meeting as follows! 

1. Consolidation of the Los Angeles and Hollywood offices of the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee should be effected. 

3. An executive committee should be established. 


^ ... 3. Cl,os.er relations with Var Veterans should be effected. 

The following officers, past and present of the L 09 Angeles Rranch of the 

.Ta< #if inf < Pa I af Da#«« 

w w*i*¥ «wvA-j;aawA3M WWUtlAbStbb tu ^ 1\UUVM >l:t "M 11 1 Bug* 

One Helen Manfield Fischer at present is executive secretary of the 
Ios Angeles Branch of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, h avin g held this 
onlUnn <Hnnr» leas t April 7, 1942. Informant 

nmunist Party Eeadqunrte 

on October 26, 1943, was listed ns a guest to be Invited 
to the Los Angeles County Communist Convention held October 30, 31, 1943 in 
Ice Angeles. She was listed as a guest fron Branch 3 (Cartoonists of the 






Horthwest Section of the Los Angeles C minty Cn mmnn i at Par ty) _ 


Th 1 b A a ta wn m 


further confirned \>y information received from a moat reliable but very delicate 
source on November 16 f 1943, which reflected that she was a medber of the 
4 Communist Party, 


According 


rna^ion oo^ainea iron 




omounist rarty headquarters, 
lary 5, 1945 b&e opened the "Spanish 
Refugee Appeal." The letterheads of this "Spanish. Refugee Appeal" of the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee list among others 14 individuals from the motion 
picture industry of whom the following are known Communists and their Communist 
connections are set out In Section I of this memorandum. , *k 
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Canada Lee Hobart Rot tea 

Albert Malts Sal ton Trunbo 

Karen Ho r lay 

Aj^a^exagrol^o^the fund raising activities of this group, Confidential 
lnformantfl|^^HHHH||HHof the Los Angeles Office* who is a Communist Party 
member, that the women's division of the Joint Anti-Fascist 

Refugee Committee held a Spanish Refugee Appeal luncheon at- the Beverly Hills 
Hotel on May 2, 1945, The sponsors of this luncheon included the following per- 
sons identified with the motion picture industry* according to this source* 

Mrs. John Howard Lawson , identified as a member of the Loe Angeles County 
Communist Party through a very reliable but most delicate source on November 16, 
1943, 



Mrs. Albert Halts , also identified as a member of the Comnunist Party by 
this same source on the same date. 


Mrs. Dalton Trunbo was also identified as a member of the Communist Party 
through this sane source on this same date. 


Mrs. Frank Tuttle, she was identifi ed as a member of the Los Angeles 
County Communis *- fiata fln_Dflfiflaber 19, 1946 bl" 

Jonmtuiist rarcy 



- Miss Cals Sondarraard also known ae Mrs, Herbert Biborman, Sondergaard 
was identified as a Communist through a most reliable but very delicate source on 
the following dates, August 31, 1944, January 8, 1945, January 16, 1945, February 
26, 1945 and November 19, 1945, 


The following Hollywood personalities have appeared as hardliners for the 
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee in the Loa Angeles functions of this group* 


Olivia de Ha? Hand and Philliu Pori^ t^farc^l?^1943^Tliis information 
was obtained from Confidential Informant foraer member 
of the Communist Party, who furnished 

Paul Robeson and Has el Scott on August 5, 1943. This information was 
obtained from the Vest coast Communist newspaper the "Peoples Jorld" on July 10* 
1943, 


John Garfield and Paul Robeson on February 4, 1945, This information 
was obtained froa personal observation of a Special Agent of the loe Angeles Field 
Division, 


Rita Hayworth . According to the "Peoples tforld* of June 20, 1946, Rita' 
Hayworth was listed as the honorary chairman of the women's division, Spanish 
Refugee Appeal for a function on June 2, 1946, 
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The Actors Laboratory 


The Actors Laboratory, according to Confidential Informant is a 

Communist controlled institution where screen and stage acting is purportedly taught 
by directors, actors and writers affiliated with the motion picture industry* 

He stated that this school was formerly located in New fork City under the nans 
of the Croup Theatre. The Croup Theatre was said to be affiliated with the New 
Theatre League, an alleged Communist venture. He related that the New Theatre 
League, from about 1933 until 1938, was a propaganda agency making uss of the stage 
as a median which was successful in turning out actors who later served the Commu- 
nist movement in the United States. He reported that the Actors Laboratory cooper- 
ates with such organ is*', t Ions as the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation and formerly 
the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. 

The certificate of incorporation of this organization filed in the County 
Clerk* s Office in Los Angeles reflects the following aims and purposes of this 
organization* 

"1. To conduct desses for study of theatre arts, acting, dancing, stage 

craft, ploy writing, radio acting and performing* 

3. To conduct classes In the study of analysis of contei.morr.ry plays, 
moving pictures and radio programs. 

3. To produce and present dramatic material such as plays, review and 
radio programs, fof the purpose of informing and educating the members of the 
public. 

* m «■ 

4* To conduct social affairs deemed to be for the benefit and interest 
of the members of this corporation. " 

Throu ;h a most reliable but very delicate source, information contained 
in a report prepared by Elizabeth Leach, organizer of the Northwest Section cf the 
Los Angeles County Communist Party Political Association, was obtained on January 
IS, 1945, from which th-3 following is quoted* 

"To provide a center for professional actors to experiment 
with an>l develop their acting technique, to provide a meant 
b which professional actors can render greeter war service* 
and a school. 



■The laboratory haa quit* 
baa now daman dad to ln&ud 
It la now presenting weakl 
tbs war service program wh 
In tba press* There ara ▼ 
political contact of the a 
(Tendencies toward eathetl 
weaknesaea of the group th 
many of the leading figure 
grwp*" 


wrmrrr, 


fuumis 

of April 7, 19U7* There were 1 
11 hare records of Ooranunist ac 
▼i duals hare been previously id 
munista where their Cocnuniat o 


sywpawuaero in wie noxiywooa area* ins American iouuq xor Democracy is a 
successor to the Young Cocmunist League* Among those individuals in the 
motion picture Industry #io have been active In the support of this group 
are Edward Etoytryk, director, Bing Gardner, Jr*, writer, Dalton Trratbo, writer, 
Albert Malta, writer, San Omits, writer and John Howard Lawton, writer, all 
of whan are known to be Comnuniata* The Cowrolat Party affiliations of these 
individuals are set out in Section I* 
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Citizen* Committee for the Mo tion Picture Strikers 

This organization* according to Confidential InfornantVI|vw&i. 
set up for the purpose of aiding the strike in the notion pictur^mustry which 
occured in March of 1945. This strike developed as a result of a Jurisdlo- 
tional dispute between the Conference of Studio Unions And the IATS3 and was 
discussed under the section headed "Conference of Studio Unions,* He stated 
thAt this Committee was under Communist control And that it' was made up of 
individuals who were active in such Communist front groups in Hollywood as 
the Hollywood Writers Mobilisation and the Hollywood Independent Citizens 
Conmittee, a^tfell as the Screen Writers* Guild* Known Communist Party members, 
according to fljj^Vwere active in lending this Committees* They included frrnk 
Tuttle, Sdwar^Umytryk, nncl Kr # -* Sadie Ornitz, wife of San Ornitz, formerly 
a Conmunir.t Party functionary in Los Acgoles. The Communist Party affiliations 
o^Tuttle, Dnytryk, and Sam Ornitz are set out in Section I of this memorandum* 
■■■^related that the entire strength of the Communist Party was concentrated 
o^wie strike through this Committee* He stated that leaflets and bulletins 
signed by the Los Angeles County Communist Party and other Conmunist Party 
branches were distributed freely by members of this group who engaged in 
picket duty. 


The national Committee to •>'! n the Pent 




Confidential Informant 
in Hollywood on Mfty 13 




related that this organization came into 
, and was sponsored by man;'' individuals 


who have Vrbviously been affiliated with the Conrrmist movement through various 
front organ! ■’at-' ns. In this connection, it should be pointed out that the 
Hhtional Committee to '*in the Peace is known to have been promulgated and sup- 
ported by the Coanuaist Party, its press and supporters. The Los Angeles 
meeting held on I-ivy 12, 1946, refer-o^. to abev^, was under the guidance cf 
Communist William Ponerar.ee, Executive Secretary rf the Screen Writer's Guild, 
end Conr.ninist synrpathizer Willis J. Hill, President of the People's Educational 
Center* The Communist infiltration and influonce in these two groups have been 
discussed in this section of the memorandum* 
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The Hollywood forum* according to Inf orrnnnt held under the 

auspices of the "Ball/ People's World,* .feet Coast Communist newspaper* This 
^roup« devoted to the discussion of Comnunlsa or Communist propaganda* was under 
the control of mm Gossnuniste and Communist sympathizers affiliated with the 
motion picture industry. Individuals who have been active In this group in* 
elude Waldo Salt* San Omits* John Howard lawson* and Alvah Bessie* all of 
whoa have been identified as Communists. Their Communist Party affiliations 
are sat out in Section I of this memorandum, 


John Hamer end Aesoci^tea 


In August of 1946 Confidential Inf ormant elated 

that this organization was a recently fomed *publi^re^t^n?^ypegroup 
which had announced that its functions were to "see that librnl* progressive 
commentators such as are listed us supporting the organizations. Are kept on 
the air as an antidote to the radio prostitutes who put their personal well- 
being Above that of their fellow Americans.. ..." Among the persons listed as 
supporting this -roup who are directly or indirectly connected with the 
Hollywood Film Industry are* Averill Berman* radio commentator who was a 
nonber of the -executive Council of the Holly-wood Independent Citizens Committee 
for the Arts* Sciences* and Professions, and Peter DeLlma, radio commentator 
who has been connected with the Progressive Citizens of America, as well as the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilization. All of these organizations mentioned above 
have bbenjubjectm^te Communist infiltration or influence. Confidential 
Informant^mPHPwPted that also listed as supporting this venture were bus- 
inessmen ^aToI Angeles, all of whom lean toward the Coccnmist position. 


Western Council for Pro -resolve Business. Labor and Apiculture 


Confidential Informant ^P^fhas related that this is al-o a pressure- 
type organization in the Hollywood Sectioiy^^h cooperates with John Barnes 

S~uu -“-HSOCiut K8 0 -xiia grOupf according tO ii OtTiOU^lj a CoSTufilS » pre 5 5 uX5 


group because of the names girtn as supporting it. Some of then are* Paul 
Robeson. Bartley C. Crvun, and Robert Y. Kenny. The Communist affiliations of 
Kenny and Robeson are previously set out In this section of this memorandum. 
Concerning Bartley C. Crum, the -’ashington Bally Hews for September 4, 1946* 
.reflected that Crum was Vice-President of the American Committee fer Spanish, 
^freedom, a sponsor of the American Touth for Democracy* an Initiating sponsor 
jof the independent Citizens Committee of the Arts* Sciences* nod professions* 
£and a Vice-President of the Rational Lawyers Guild. All of tbs abovo groups 
have been infiltrated or were under the influence of Cnm-nn i .«■ a. Communist 


sympathizers. 


i 




_ The American- Russian Institute 

Confident ial Informant Jdstated in March of this year that the 
^.Aaerlcaa-Hussiaa Institute opened an office at 6607 Hollywood Boulevard* It 
should be pointed out that the Ainericaa-Eusslan Institute is a Soviet propaganda- 
type organization which acts as a dissemination center for Hussion propaganda 
in Hollywood. Alvah Bessie* writer* identified in Sect^^^Las a Communist* 
and Lewis Milestone, who has been reported by Inf ormant having been 
a member of the Hollywood Democratic Committee* the Leagu^oT American Writers 
i and the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts* Sciences and 
Professions, have been affiliated with this organization. Additional informa- 
tion concerning the Anerican-Ruosian Institute is also set out in this summary 
under the section captioned, 11 Soviet Activities In Hollywood. ■ 

The Civil aj.jh.ts Congress 

The Civil Rights Congress is a national Communist front organization 
formed as the result of the merger of the Rational Federation for Constitutional 
Liberties* International labor Defense, and the Michigan Civil Rights Federa- 
tion. The International Labor Defense was an organization under the influence 
of Communists and Communist sympathizers* and the other two above mentioned 
organizations were declared subversive by the Attorney General in that they 
came within the purview of the Hatch Act. The Civil Rights Congress hae been 
active in smear-type activities directed at the Department of Justice And the 
-Bureau. For enample, the "Milwaukee Journal" on September 7, 1946, reflected 
that 5 letter hud boen sent by the Milwaukee Chapter of the Civil Rights Con- 
gress to the President of the United States* asking for the removal of Attorney 
C%neral Ton Clark and Director John Sdg 2 .r Hoover for failing to bring the 
lynchers to Justice. In addition, this organization lias been very active in 
fighting the Taft-Hartley Labor Bill, defending the civil rights of Gerhixdt 
3isler and denouncing all efforts to outlaw tho Communist Party. This organi- 
zation has received the support of such well known Communists in the notion 
picture industry as Ring Inrdner, Jr., who has been carried as a member of the 
National Board of the Civil Rights Congress. The Communist Party affiliations 
of Ring Lan’ ner, Jr., are set” cut in Section I of this memorandum. 

Southern Conference for Hunan V elf are 

The Southern Conference for Human felfare, a national Communist front 
movement, which has been described by Viirl 3rowder as a transmission belt used 
by the Party for the dissemination of its propaganda* received the support of 
4 the motion picture industry, primarily through the efforts of Melvyn Douglas, 
husband of Helen OohAgan Douglas* who has been affiliated with such groups as 







the Hollywood DsiQcratlc Committee in an executive capacity, This afflllw- 
I tlon of Melvyn Douglas Is set out In the Jack Tenney Un-Anerlean Activities 
U report for the State of California to the 5?th California Legislature* 

** Informant Wolf reported during March of 19 1*7 that Melvyn Douglas acted as 
the Hollywood represen tat ivw of this organization In a money-raising campaign* 
He mailed out letters soliciting funds under his own signature* 

Tbs National Negro Congress 

The National Negro Congress la a nationally known Ccemunist front 
organisation under the control of Dr. Max Tergan, a known Communist* This 
organisation has been declared sub vers ire by the Attorney General in that it 
cones within the purview of the Hatch Act* The December 12, 1916 issue of 
the Los Angeles Sentinel, Negro Newspaper, carried a list of the members of 
the Executive Board of the Los Angeles Chapter of the National Negro Congress* 
Included among those listed was John Howard Lawson, Conmunist screen writer* 

The Russian-Amerlcan dub 


informant HJnaa related that In August of 19bl* this dub was 
created in Holl^rood with the minounced purpose of raising money for the people 
of the Soviet Union through the Russian-Amerlcan Society for Medical Aid to 
Russia* Included among the Communists who have supported this organization 
is Frank Tuttle who has been identified in Section I as a Communist* In addi- 
tion, Lewis Milestone, previously identified in this section of the memorandum, 
together with others who have supported the Communist front movement, supported 
this organization* 


COMMUNIST MFILTRATIOW Of DTCgUgCmL OBO g» 
(October 2, 1947 to February 9, 1948} 


The peopled Educational Center, also known as The Log Angeles 
Educational Association, Incorporated 


The People's Edicational Center announced its curriculum far the 
ten-seek winter ten which begins on January 19, 1948. Classes and instructors 
of this school purport to give an accurate and scientific analysis of what is 
going on in the world and to assist the average nan to "achieve a clear 
orientation." The courses are broken down Into such divisions as "The World ■ 
Today", Psychology- the Cultural Field end the Trade Chian School. Of par- 
ticular Interest are tbs courses and instructors in the Cultural Field, 
particularly dealing with fils and radio writing. The announced courses In 
this field are listed below* 

Screen Writing I 

This is a lecture course on the tecfanlo of screen writing, 
and the Instructor will be Robert Lees. Less was a member 
of the Cultural Section of the Camxunist Political Association 
and th 0 C ommuni st u of 1944-1945 - This infcrsatios 

^ t was obtained by a highly confidential and delicate source. 

Screen Writing H 


This apparently le a sore advanced course in screen writing 
and will be handled by one Bernard Gordon. Gordon like Lose 
above was a known Co-uniat Political Association and COBaunist 
Iferty seaber in the Cultural Section in 1944 and 1945. This 
inf ores ti on was obtained by a highly confidential and dallcats 


Screen Wtll 


This purparts to be an advanced workshop course on original 
stories and the announced instructor is M* Uris . Uris 
is e motion picture writer who, at latest reports, is working 
for 20th Century Fax. Be was s meaber of tbs Cultural froup 
of the Comb mist political Association and the Cc—unist 
fhrty in 1944 and 1945. This inforeation was obtained by a 
highly confidential and delicate source. •<. 
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fl^ctled Journal! me 

The instructor will be Leo Simon. Slwcn Is & knows Co— inlet 
Party meaber as of 1946-1947. This information was obtained 
by a highly confidential and delioate sour os. 

Short Story - Advanced 

The instructor will be Ulna Shore. Evidence is at hand 
that Ulna Shore waa a wanker of the Ccmmist Political 
issociation and the Communist Party in 1944 and 1945. 

This lnfaraation was obtained by a highly confid e ntial and 
delicate source. 

Workshop in the Novel 

instructors will be Guy jpndore and John Sanford. Both 
Sndore and Sanford are writers, and both were members of 
the Coomunist Political issociation and Communist Party 
in 1944 and 1945. This information was obtained by a 
highly confidential and delicate source. 

Eight Russian Films 

According to the PEC announcement, this course will be 
co-sponsored by imerican Gallery Films and purports to 
be a series of 16 millimeter film showings with dia- 
* cusslons led by one Harold Salemaon. The Los Angeles 
Office has no documentary evidence of Salem son’s Party 
membership, but the indices reflect numerous references 
to him of such a nature as to make him a definite suspect. 



m 


Radio Writing Workshop 

The instructor will be Robin Black and guest lecturers. 
No Information concerning this individual’s possible 
tarty affiliations is available. 

Creative Writing - Advanced 



The instructor will bo Hugh Campbell. No evidence of 
Campbell’s party affiliation is available. 

> 

'» To show tbs casplete dominance of tbs fbople's Educational Center 

* by the Co— mist Party, other courses being offered in different fields 
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m the field of Workshops in Art, the People's Educational Center 
announeea three framing and painting courses and a course on Him Strip and 
Slide Film W<rkshop. The three Craving and Fainting c our see are to be 
bandied b 7 one Arnold H each as, while the Film strip coarse will be coordinated 
by one F^ank Thonaa. Both Mooches and Thonae are cur rent neabers of the 

if tt#p b *“« * photographer by trade. This information 
vu obtained by * highly confidential delicate aource* 

^f^ot Music and Arte, various courses ars being offered 
with the following instructors handling thee as announced: 


Fred Barren 
Donald Meta 
Ted Gillen 
Albert HoxLe 
David Rosen 
Mar grit Roma 


All of these individuals ars members of the local Communist Party, 
nation was obtained by a highly confidential and delicate source. 


This infoi— 


Progressive Citizens of America 

c . ^ “? a ii y ""**2 of October 7, 1947, contained an article captioned 
■*1 or-f t f r *+^ aCk r 34 Pa f le ^* ■ n>ia “’tide pointed out more than 150 national 

? e artB * sciences and professions were to sponsor the conference 

Lib * rtlea “ t0 ba held in New York City on 
October 25 and 26 under the auspices of tbs Progressive Citisena of America. 
Sponacrs included, according to the article, the following lid 1 vidua Is » 



Rezford Guy Tugwell, political science professor at the University 
of Chicago and former Ggverncr of Puerto Bicoj 

FU* stars Gregwy Peck,' John Garfield, Gene Kelly, Fredric March 
and Florenca Eldridge March; 

Film dir actors Tilliam vyier and John Cromwell) 

Radio director Norman Corwin) 

* 

* 

i 
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Paulin*, -r. Maurice Tlasaber and Dp. L'elville 

1 ; .7^ * 

^eUjaanp^Sifte Hrrt and 



Scientists Dr. 

Harakovitaj 

Flayurli'hte & . 

Composers Dr. Hoy 5. Harrte anS JfereHiteetela; 

Conductor Leonard BemtUio) 

Writers Louis Untenseyer, H»ric Van Doren, Desldall Hsaeott, Howard 
Fast "rvi !Tilliao Toss Q enet. 

Concerning this sapr-e incfetin-*, the ”ev v ->rk * ,T '''at ■ carried an 
advertisement captioned "Tour ??3me is or rvTiar ’Jn-'.-^rican Gobooena*. 

This advert! senent stated thet 19 Hollywood Progressives subooenaed by tite ", 
Thoror s- r ''nkin Coracittee were to t-:ll "the rail story". Anon* those listed 
to appear ’..ere tne following: 

Alv»h Bessie, Herbert Biherman, Bert hold Brecht, Lester Cole, 

Hichard Ccllins, Pd*.«ird I'mytrv-', r -crtion Fahn, Howard Koch, line 
I-.rdner, Jr., John Howard Lawson. J-Jbert Halts, Lewis Milestone, 

Samuel OmHr, Lrrry F-x’ka, I^vin* Pichel, '"bert J rsscn, ' "ldo 
S"lt, ..Brian Bcott, ' cJton Brumbo, Bartley Crura, Hebert !*nny, 

Jo'nn C»rfield, F-ul Lr^ocr, ~’r. Harlow Stanley, F^snk I’in^doa, 

. and Senator Claude Pepper. 

Confidential Informant the t ew York Office 

advised that at* the Progressive <^^^^^^^^^^PB^snonsorea conference on 
■Cultural Freed ora and Civil Liberties’', which was held at the Hotel Coc^aocore 
on October 25, 1917 , former Assistant United States Attorney General- A John 
HoT*e addressed the gp.thcrinv. "-or *e stated that, the ? a T usually sends repre- 
s ertatives to such iieetlrt-s ?iiq t.ien asked any men irr the audience to invite 
his Chief, •. Bd^ar Hoover, to a debate with io;*e on !l hic'n is the >eater 
Threat to America « Ccnnanism or F?scisn.’* josge also stated that the Bollywood 
a’-tists and writers .'rhould entirely i.more the ;, ouso Cooriitiee on Un-Anerican 
Activities oecatrse it vidates -the First, Fifth, Sixth, HintbJ*d Tenik.Ai 
ments. He said the best nay to fi"ht this Coanittew was to lanord their 
subooen" " no to refur e to enewer their ouestlons, this source in cuts sent lne 
on the conference stated ttet leon* rd Sn*le of "The k’etion", in oo-maentln* 
on the Pr^siaert's loynlty Order, denounced the work of tine FBI shiafc, he stated, 
was reverting to the days of the ■Faleer taide'.^He alee denounced tfie wo^ 
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the FBI was doing In helping the Home Ub-Aaericsn Activities Committee. 

Dr. Harlow Shapley, Progreasive Citizens of America Chairman in Massachusetts 
and Head of the Harvard Observatory at Cambridge, Massachusetts, read a 
letter to the . delegate* from Henry A. Vallsoe, i *o «u at that time vial ting 
In lUeatlne. In tide latter , Walla oe requested the people to destroy the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities at the polls and la the coarts. 

At the frogressive Citizens of Amerioa rally, which was at 
St. Mi r hoi as Arena, Me* lark City, Senator Claade Pepper addressed 7,000 
t who were In attendance and stated be advised the Hollywood witnesses appearing 
in Washington, D. C. to refuse to answer questions about their religious 
or political beliefs when questioned by the House C omit tee on Un-American 
Activities • At the closing session of the conference on October 26, 1947, 
this same source said that Senator Clauds Pepper called upon tbs Intellectuals 
of the country to provide leadership in a crusade to turn the Tha&asee and 
Rankins out of Congress. 


m addition to th# sbovt remarks, a speech written by Clin Downes, 
Music Critic of the New York ■Times", and delivered in his absence by Uiss 
Ray Ledd also made disparaging remarks concerning t h e Bureau . 

Confidential informant tbs New York 

Office advised that he was in Press and 

Advertising Panel of the conference, which panel was held on October 25, 1947, 
- in the Hotel Barblson Plaza, New York City. This source advised that at this' 
paner meeting. Ring Lardner, Jr., in commenting on the frees, stated that the 
newspapers with few exceptions seened to engage mudaooaly In a eupalgn 
Against the Soviet Union, preparing the people with the idea of an unavoidable 
war. lardner went on to state that ha was tail Hn g with a colleague a week 
ago, whose son wanted to join the FBI and when his family was investigated, 
they fovaid that his father made a progressive speech eight years ago and 
therefore the applicant was rejected. Lardner then pointed out that the 
records kept by the FBI are similar to those of the "Gestapo* with ew a 
more detailed account. 


- Through a most highly con fi d e ntial source, speeches given at this 

confer enoe were obtained. Those of pertinence to memorandum are beimtf 
set out hereinafter. 
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Speech of 0. Mm Rogge, former Assistant tmted States Attorney 
General, entitled "The Effect of the Loyalty Order* t 


At the outset Rogge Indicated that those present 


meeting 


today to pot an end to the advooetes of "thought oontrol" and that shat me 


bare In oar midst today Is incipient Fasoii 


la stated that in the Polios 


State the principal tool of the tyrant la fear, a citizenry afraid to speak 
and to think freely and Independently is the keystone of the Police State 
and because our people are being victimised by such a fear the danger la 
j Mediate, The following verba tin excerpts sere made by Rogges 

"The real reason we are here is to determine what we cen do to 
halt this fantastic backward march to despotism,. • 


•MnuilT T an an attorn# 


Tn the nonraa of re or mi 


victimized by the thought control offensive I have learned and I now believe, 
both as a citizen and as a lawyer, that the fight against the House Committee 
of Un-American Activities and other thought control agencies most be waged on 
£Ee broadest and clearest constitutional grounds. . . .Senator Claude ttpper did 
not go far enough when be advised the Hollywood artists and writers to appear 
but to answer no questions pertaining to their private political beliefs or 
Ideas, my advice to our Hollywood friends and to all others is not to appear 
at all.... 

^ c ."In my opinion the House Ccnsnittee is unconstitutional, it violates 
not only the First Amendment but the 5th, 6th, 9th and 10th Amendments as well 
and in ay opinion no one need to appear to testify before such an unauthorized 
and unconstitutional agency of gpvenmant. The best way to fight this outfit 
Is to ignore their subpoenas, refuse to answer their questions, and battle 
them right up to the Supreme Court.... 

■The Constitutional issues involved in the loyalty check of the 
government employees are precisely the same as those to which I have already 
referred, lb that sector of ^ths attack my office le now studying the 
feasibility of moving to enjoin the Attorney General of ths U. 3- from 
designating as subversive such organizations as he, in his sole discretion, 
deems subversive.* 

t S peach of Robert Kenny, former Attorney General of California, 

Zi president of the National lawyers' Guild and National Co-Chairman of ttm FCA, 
■f entitled *How Fascism Grows*! V - 


- 49 - 











i 



a 

* » 

At the outset of his talk, Kean/ ridiculed the vark of the Thomas 
Committee and the type of persons who were testifying for the Committee with 
particular ridicule being aimed at AdoljhMepJoo. 

♦ • 

* *• 

In discussing the present fight being waged by liberals and pro- 
gressives against the House un-American Activities Committee, Kenny stated] 

•Ths attempt to dictate the content of films as well as the content 
of the minds of the man and women who make them has brought about this willing- 
i ness to fight back* This Connlttee is the first step towards the complete 
blackout of freedom of expression In the United States**** 

"Although purporting to act far the purpose of enacting legislation, 
the real purpose of the House Un-American Activities Ccomittee is to intimidate 
all persons who hold radical or even liberal political opinions. They also 
tried to intimidate the producers in setting up a black Hat." 

Kenny continued his attack upon the House Un-American Activities 
Committee declaring It to be unconstitutional and said it was gov er orient by 
■press release* wherein all the hearings were timed to meet newspaper deadlines. 

"in the light of the history of these Committees, that Is the 
original Dies Committee and on to the Thomas Committee, their effect on the 
American scene and the disaster that they have wrought In so many private 
' lives, I do not -think there can be any question concerning the question of 
Constitutionality of such a Committee which will ultimately be handed down 
.^by the Supreme Court of the United States.* 

Speech of Larry Parks, movie actor, entitled *lhat is Loyalty to 

America?"] 

In his talk, Mr. Parks stated that certain people are attempting to 
Impose new standards of loyalty on America. He quotes from a recent article 
in Harper's Magazine which asks the question *!hat Is The Hew Loyalty?*. 

Parks states that If you believe in socialized medicine or criticise a 

• member of Congress or oppose Franco or believe in price controls, you are 

* disloyal and Un-American. He stated that from this type of philosophy 
eventually speeches, books and art will have to conform to this new loyalty. 

t Ha said that the thoughts and deeds of Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln and 
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Tea Pain* are rejected by this nee loyalty. American* have a© choice said 
Parka but "to reject a concept of loyalty that makes traitor* of patriot* 
and criminal* of man of good will*. He atated that v* cannot expect a fixed 
definition of loyalty indicating that our only loyalty la to American tradition. 
In hla definition of American tradition, ha include# independence and social 
experiment. He declared that w* ore our allegiance to the right to advocate 
all creeds and not loyalty to a particular creed* 

Parka pointed out that tha Thomas Coeadttee refused to investigate 
the Klu Klux Xian and indicated that all other Americana opposed the Un- 
American Coeadttee. To prove this latter point, he related exeerpte from 
talks by Wendell Will Me, former president Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Henry 
Wallace. Parks stated that as to his oan political philosophy he should be 
classified as a wilaon-Roossvelt-W allace Democrat. 

"Resolutions of the Conference* 

At the start of the closing session on October 26, 1947, Dr. Harlow 
Shapley stated that the resolutions proposed for the two day conference were 
compiled and would be presented far vote to the Conference by Actor John 
Randall, who read the following resolutions, all of which were adopted by 
acclamation t 

1. House Un-American Activities Conmittee 


"The House Un-American Activities Committee la itself the most 
. .crastly Un-American activity in the fabric of American life* Consistently 
and constantly it violates and subverts the First Amendment of the Constitution* 
in the words of Saiator Glen H* Taylor, it is a Fascist-minded body whose 
activities parallel with those of ft e-war leado's in Fascist Germsny, Italy 
and Japan." Resolved that the House un-American Activities Committee be 
abolished* 

2. Loyalty Order _ 

"The President's executive order knomi a a tha Loyalty Order which 
not only slaughters the First Amendment as far aa It appllea to 2,500,000 
Government employees but violates accepted concepts of American jurisprudence, 
has been called Nazi justice for Americans.* Resolved that members of tha 
conference call upon tha President to revoke hla order* 
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i 3. The Drive At 


it Boll) 


Sm 


The conference condemned the attack on the notion picture industry 
an obvious attenpt to subvert freedom of speech, screen, and air. 


4. Right of Political Party 

"According to the sacred provisions of the Bill of Rights any 
American has the right to be a Communist or anything else he chooses to be 
that does not violate the Constitution. • . .Resolved that every Anarican 
everywhere has a right to join any legal American party whether it be the 
Republican, economist. Socialist or Democratic." 

5. The Little Dies Comal tteea 

"rTe cell on the American people to fight locally as well as 
nationally for civil rights, to fight for the repeal of the Little Dies Acts 
and local loyalty acts as well as for the repeal of the President's Loyalty 
Order and the abolition of the House Un-American Activities Committee.* 

6. Cfa Minorities 

The Conference condemned anti-Semitism and discrimination, against 
the Negroes. 

7. free ^Cultural" International Exchange 


* The 'Conference urged the State Department to cease its interference 

in the free exchange of ideas, art and science. 

3. Taft-Hartley Act 

"Resolved that me here assembled do pledge ourselves to work 
earnestly for the repeal of the Taft-Uartley Act and we will, whenever possible, 
take concerted action with organized labor to such effect." 

9. (This resolution was introduced by Shapley.) International Exchange of 
Scientific Information 

"Resolved that there be full restoration of thm traditional freedom 
of expression and Inter-exchange of eclentifio personnel and information." 


was as car 


ymood Chapter of the Progressive Citizens 


VjO 






of America (taring the latter port of October and oar lx part of Morvember, 1947# 
ai rory active on behalf of the "unfriendly 19" . Prior to the hearings of 
the Un-tanar lean Activities C Quit tee when defensive plans were being made on 
behalf of these witnesses, surveillances by Bureau Agents disclosed that Kaldo 
Salt, George Pspper and Herbert B1 barman net at the PGA office, 1515 Crossroads 


of the World Building, Boll; 


The throw-aways publicised meetings bald on behalf of these "unfriendly 
witnesses" and indicated that aany of the meetings were under the auspices of 
i the PCA. 

The Hollywood Council representing the Arte, Sciences and Professions 
group of the Progressive Citizens of America held an open meeting at 6851 
Hollywood Boulevard an November 1, 1947, which was designed to inform members 
of the organization in the Hollywood area of the outcome of the Congressional 
hearings in Washington dealing with Communist infiltration into the motion 
picture industry* This meeting, which took place in the Masonic Hall, was 
attended by approximately 1,000 individuals. The master of ceremonies was 
Edward Biberman, brother of Herbert Bibeman, one of the individuals cited for 
contempt of Congress as a result of the recent bearings. At this meeting, em- 
phasis was given to the fact that Robert W. Kenny, counsel for the "unfriendly 
19" was not given a c h a n ce to present any defense whatsoever. The "unfriendly 
witnesses" were described as being "the shock troops" for tbs fight of civil 
liberties in this country. These troops, however, were backed by many organized 
- groups and real American people. It was indicated that the PCA will consider 
the battle only beginning and will follow the Thoms Committee's tactics by 
preparing a dossier on the Un-American Activities Committee. 

Edward Moek, Los Angeles attorney and Tice Chairman of the PCA, spoke 
at this meeting regarding the legal aspects of the Washington hearings. Hs 
said that "The circus is over hut the memory and the legal phases of tbs hearings 
will linger indefinitely." He said the PCA expected to go into the courts to 
fight the battle for these Hollywood individuals, Mosk spoke at length on 
the Bill of Rights and the Constitution and an tbs various rights of religious 
and minority grexipa. Mention' was mads of the palmar Raids, The Harry Bridges 
„ csss was also discussed briefly, ae well as the William Schneiderman case, 
which was successfully defended by the late Wendell WflUde. Mask proves led 
that the "unfriendly 19* witnesses would be finally cleared of all contempt 
charges. Hoak said the Committee hearings left the mark of fear in Hollywood, 
a* He said the Job of fighting must not be left to the courts but that this group 
4 aut use all means possible, specifically tbs polls to exert pressure to abolish 
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the Committee on Un-American Activities of the Hods* of Representatives . 

BLs final otstmnnt is quoted s* follows* "Our Job is to see that tbs legal 
▼Indies tiaa that sill ultimately case dose not ccme too late.* 

The next speaker use introduced as the Executive Director of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of tbs PCI, Hr. George Pepper. Pepper 
has been identified by a most highly confidential and delicate source as a 
■saber of tbs Communist ftarty. Mr. Ftepper stated in substenoe as follows* 

That he will never forget his experiences in Washington and New fork. 
The unfriendly witnesses and the persons working with them got no sleep. They 
were nervous and, above all, there was work to be done* There was terror In 
their hearts , Intimidation by the Caamittee, telephone lines tapped, detectives 
trailing than around, and as a whole the atmosphere was bad. 

The Committee was described as being maart, and even brilliant at 
times, and the speaker wanted to convey definitely to the audience that they 
Bust recognise they are not dealing with a stupid group this tine. He said 
the committee will stop at nothing and may even at this tins be devising a 
shortcut to establish their purposes. 

Pepper said that Eric Johnson, during his testimony, did satis- 
factorily for about three-fourths of his speech. However, he at this point, 
went to pdecee and loot his case by agreeing with the Coomittee. In fact, 
Johnson,^* sold .the industry down the river* • Johnson told the Committee 
that John Howard Lawson should not be in the motion picture industry and, 
in fact, any Qcaauniat so proved should not be maployed in the lndistry. 

Popper mentioned that he noticed John M. Costello, formerly of the 
Dies Committee, in the audience, and Popper felt that Costello recognized 
him and later identified Pepper to Thomas, inasmuch as the latter frequently 
glared at Popper throughout the remainder of the bearings. Costello was 
believed to be associated with the 0. 5. Chamber of Commerce in Washington, 

D. C. at the present. __ 

Regarding the Areas, Itopper mentioned that they were very interest- 
ing and favorable to the so-called "friendly witnesses" and particularly 
to the actors. He mentioned In a sarcastic wanner tbs large amount of 
publicity given to Robert Taylor, Adolph Ifenjou, et el, and tbs uncomplimentary 
remarks published about tbs "unfriendly 19* . Popper remarked ironically that 

■ 
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f Beb*r( Taylor stated ho 'would not work oo a platers IT he kiwi a Comnunlst * 

§ ai connected with it, bat upon his return he sms going to writ an a picture 
f etxlch had bate written by Lester Cole. This Mark got applause from the 
▼ audience. The picture was identified as "High Vail". 

feppar said the hearing was highlighted by the expulsion of Charles 
Eats (Los Angeles attorney) fro* the hearing room. Hats allegedly bad e 
■neat job dona on hie back? by jin jitsu experts who escorted hi* fro* the 
roc*. Pepper also quoted fr* the colmn of George Dixon, who writes far the 
Hearet papers. This quote dealt with a portion of Dixon's colmn written 
during the hearing when the latter aentioned that seas of the unfriendly 
witnesses should be "taken out and have thelx heads beaten in". "The New fork 
Times" and the "Herald Tribune" were described by Fepper as the only papers 
which reported the hearings in an unbiased earner. 3s said all the other 
metropolitan press sorters were unfavorable to "our cause". 

The morals of the attorneys and the "unfriendly 19* was described 
as being "wonderful" . They worked together as a unit night and day. Regard- 
ing counseling of the witnesses by attorneys, fepper made a point of the 
fact that all decisions as to policy and procedure were based upon a majority 
opinion of the parties involved. 

Regarding the purpose of the attack upon Hollywood by the Un- . 
American Ccnmittee, Fepper said that this is not e Democratic consult tee. 

. Therefore, the first time since 1932 it is controlled by Republicans and 
a few Southern 'Democrats. He mentioned the Republican character of the 
friendly witnesses, particularly those associated with the Motion Picture 
Alliance, which was organized to fight C annual a& and preserve the American 
idea l s. He said teat many of tee notion picture alliances were now neuters 
of a newly organized group known as the Hollywood Republican Committee, 
fepper saldi "We must expose these Republican connections as they are think- 
ing in terms of 1948, and must divert the people froa the real issues of 
these times, particularly, housing, health, discrimination among minorities, 
tha concentrated drive against Labor in general, etc." 

fepper said the Hollywood hearings recently held were just the 
beginning of s 9-point program. The next field of inquiry would touch radio, 
and then there would be Education, and there would be no end. He relter- 
, a ted "they must stop the Ccnmittee". 
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Jtoppar said the policy of the Arif, Sdancee cod ftrofessicne 
Cowell Tor the PGA, u outlined by National Chairman Harlow Shaplay and 
Howard Bumfard Janas (phonetic), oautioned against saying that a complete 
victory had been won. Zt was emphasised that only a partial victory had 
been von In Washington, and that If they had lost, there would be no IGA. 
Motion was again made of the violence in ffciladslptala that day. The Rational 
Cornell felt that they mat join with Labor, minorities, and decent people 
to win the battle. 

The Immediate plan wasto send at least a Billion signatures to 
the president and Speaker Martin of Congress, reccanendlng* (1) Abolish 
the C anal t tee outright; (2) Withdraw all oantenpt charges against and release 
the unfriendly witnesses. It was suggested that they start with Representa- 
tive Nixon of California at the polls In 1948. It was stated that united 
actlai was a "mat*. 

Edward Blberwan, who described himself as an artist, spoke briefly 
as to how the PCA in Hollywood took the hearings. He mentioned that they 
were "caught short". He said that the Congressional committee had, however, 
"tipped their hands" more than once during the early days of the hearings, 
which aided their witnesses to map a defense. The speaker mentioned the 
charges made by friendly witness Moffltt, who said that 4 of the best 
plays on Broadway and 233 other plays contain Ceramist messages or lines. 

The speaker further scoffed at Hoffitt's claims that mmerous 
studio reading departments In the motion picture industry bad been Infil- 
trated by Communists. The speaker asked the questions "Are only creative 
people involved?" He answered this question by stating that the receiving 
end, that is, persons who read the books and see the plays, is also a victim 
of the Congressional Committee's attempt at censorship. He said the fight 
"torches all levels of life." 

The speaker claimed that the IGA, et el, had bean alerted properly 
and were not "in high gear". He mentioned that the Speakers bureau during 
the hearings had furnished rraa ten to twenty daily, and that a fact sheet 
giving the other side of the story had been published daily (5000 copies); 
that the Radio Division had monitored the situation frost coast to coast, 
and that next week they would be active in the Federal Ccsusuni cations 
Canal salon hearings. The actors developed mobile theatrical units and would 
dramatise Individual statements made by tbs unfriendly witnesses throughout 
many areas in the U.S.A. ' 


- 56 - 


i /•/.’ 

/T, *>V 










It was suggested that all persona present Initiate as many wires 
as possible to President Truman requesting that he back the Sabath Bill, 
identified as HR-46, which was designed to abolish the Thomas Committee. 

He further reiterated that they wire or write Speaker Martin, as mentioned 
above, to abolish the Ccnuittse and crush tbs contempt citations against 
their people. 

The Hollywood group was also planning to send 50,000 air mail 
letters to President Truman to acquaint him with "our side of tbs story*, 
t The audience was told that packages of these letters had been prepared, 
together with air mall stamped envelopes, and were being made available to 
the audience in the lobby of the building at cost. 

Karen iforley, who has been identified as a Comsunlst through a 
most highly confidential and delicate source and representative of the 
Actors Division, fCA, made a brief speech in which she said that the Actors 
Division had raised $500 to send her to Washington to protest the Committee 1 e 
smearing of her name. Horley felt that she was not important enough to 
attract much attention so decided to stay at heme and "do the dirty woik". 

She said she could do more work in furthering the cause. She mentioned that 
she had been very active in the past few days speaking before various organi- 
zations, among which were the Synagogue where Rabbi kagnin presides, the 
Jewish Labor Council, the FCA in San Francisco, Arts, Sciences and Professions 
(Doctors Division), YWCA, and the Southland Jewish Organizations. Morley 
' said that she would make up for not going to Washington ; that the $500 would 
be used in the best way possible. 

At this point a record was played for the audience which was des- 
cribed as the voice of Herbert Eiberman, cne of the "unfriendly 19". This 
recording was a transcription of a telephone call made by Herbert Eiberman 
to PCA in Hollywood at the close of hearings in Washington. The recording 
was hardly audible but in substance, it proclaimed that there was no satis- 
faction in winning a single battle, and that the Committee must be abolished. 

Upon the conclusion of the hearings in Washington, a rally in 
support of the "unfriendly witnesses" was held at Independence Hall Square 
• in Philadelphia on November 1, 1947, which rally was heckled throughout by 
an organized group of individuals, some of wham wore Veters ns » insignia. 

Among the speakers at the rally were Saul £aldbaum, a CauauxLst; Stetson 
. Kennedy, who was introduced as an author and claimed to have joined the Kin 
Kl m c Klim and the Columbians; and Francis Fisher Kane, former U. 3. Attorney 
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for Eastern Pennsylvania. 

TTitfi r«*trd to the PhlladelcMa meet In* oflnnafatf T, Ch» Loo 
Angelas meeting of tha sane data by tha Progressive Citizen of America 
referred to tha Philadelphia Fit westing which waebrokeo up by a group 
of organised hecklers, who ouroortedly threw stench boibs uric knocked 
dorm innocent won ten. It was declared th*t although the holding of the 
meeting was declared legal and upheld by two Federal courts, there waa 
violence. The question at the California FCA meeting waa raised "To voo 
think Thauas will rush to Pnlladelohia to investigate the violence caused 
by the organised hecklers?" 


C'n the evenin'* of Fovtmoor 5 , 19 A 7 , tne so-called "unfriendly 
witnesses" arrived at the "unicipal Aimort in Los ^n , ’clt»s«_ In preparation, 
for this return, a v;e lcone-home rally t.as olarnet* un.er t!ie auspices of 
the Hollywood Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of the Progressive 
Citizens of America. Approximately 500 people were in attendance at the 
airport to greet the "unfriendly witnesses*. A great many of thorns people ;v 
were noted to wear PGA arm bancs. Known members of the Coranmist Party 
were observed by Averts of the I os Angeles Office in attencance at thi* 
oatherin*. ling Lankier, Jr. at this relconc-hor-.e ri’lly rcac a urerered 
statement to tho srorc as spokesman for the "unfriendly fitnesses ”, in 
wh^ch he lulled for in i 7 .:'ediato letter-writing caunai *n to Con-msi during 
tho 12 days then rer_aininr before Congress .T.*ets, co* avoir g tt-t the cont-rot 
citations against tne witnesses be voted down. 
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On Fovtober 16, 19A7, the Progressive Citizens of \c erica sponsored 
& vjeetin at Cilmore 3t?dium in Los Angeles. This meeting was attended 
by approximately J,000 people anc featured 12 sneakers. The speakers included 
ben .’iarvolis, John Howard Lev. son, Alb art I’altr, Herbert Pibyrsrr* -.rvi Lorry Parks, 
ill were idootif'’ r»o tL.-ou^h h' jhl;* cocf’O-ri A'l ^pd deljc'-to sources as Go-Tviniste*- 
,'J.l of *.»:<• s e'- ers u r~ed nuolic "-osso r*cs •■'n /rexi to r’is: * ooriccot 


citation? riled t^inst sr-r»ts of t<e ritnorssr *..h;> ao-rered *vm .re the Louse 


ioTrdttee on I'n-Amer.'C^n Activities end wbolishnc-nt of t.hi* 3onwittee. 



the Lo* Lo'-e 1 »• infor—nt, rtoted thot he r eard » recent 
broadcast oTTo .ton Lewis, Jr. / Therein Lewis strict he v * ! d been “op-oseried oy an 
i-.- ividual re or- ~ on tin - * Lrikerine Kept-urn, stating that- she wented to go on 
record to the efrect th?t cho did not know what she w^s siglo- hHen she 
joined the Gi.todttee for the First Aaandaent Bor did she rerVre the tyo* 




of speech s.ie ws reading when she ap^eered at a F&» rally 3s Ailwore 
Stpfiua- Ejector J9«a h tf ^ t^ rtlaosy before the Thoau "nrsltt — , . ■ * 

71 eonemmin* this, ^fcjecrdinV to this aouroei' Adlodb Xju|jis*i»forme<J "J? 

that Scenoer Tracy racparft that Heptem emoted to leak* a st ats 

seat In order t* dear . hers «lf wittFthe American public and J(Wt:.eraore tbdJ SC, 
wented harW ea fc e It. Information ea* later obtained from 
T*.r hHa e^ ef sal ?n1f ah e 4 .aM M» ’r«Ahnm 
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the above retraction end stated that she knew whst. she was doinr 


as oemec 

and whs-t she w«s spying. According to Lewie, the information with reward 
to her retraction came from the rtucio off^^ls who issued the ret radio-, on 
the theory that she would not deny SM'e. ^H^HFrelfted th»t this action 


tp? 3 causer cv Oil 1 06 OeClino *jl 
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Feti tion* colling f-r the abolition of the H-ure Co-American 
Activities -CTrv.ttee were circuited cmone the crowd. In *>dcition, str-ds 
were set up There people attendin'* could alpn mi’neo praohed letters, one 
addressed to President Truman and the other addressed to attorney Jen era! 
Tom Olerk. The first letter asked that the Cabath resolution to abolish 
the 'louse Jamitt^e be supported. The second letter to the Attorney Seneral 
ashed that. deport' tion -rcceodi n^s r--ir.at ilars Zisler be dronred anr. t : iat 
he be oer itted to leave tie country voluntarily. Tre fro joes sr ve Jitisens 
of ..eHc“. of course, war- to h'ob 1 e the os,<lin' of tlese letters. 
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name appear on the petition so that it would not actually be sponsored by 
the PC A. Among the names of certain motion picture and radio people who 
night be amenable to signing such a petition mere mentioned the following! 

liar 9 he Hunt 
Richard Conte 
Norman Corwin 
Gene Kelly 
Edward 0. Robinson 
Paul Henreid 
Dana Andrews 
Myrna Loy 
Charles Boyer 


During the discussion, it was suggested that if these prospective signers 
should became too inquisitive about the petition, they should be told it 
was being sponsored by Martin Popper, one of the defense lawyers in the 
East for the "unfriendly nineteen". It was ascertained subsequently that 
according to Herbert Biberman, Paul Henreid would sign such a petition 
when he found out that Marsha Hunt and Gene Kelly also intended to sign. 


Through this same source on Noveafcer 20, 1947, information was 
obtained reflecting that apparently the PCA workers were trying to get 
statements from certain well known film people supporting the Sabath bill 
• to abolisih the Thomas Comnittee. Through this source, the following statements 
are quoted which apparently had been secured from the Individuals named: 

Morris Carnovsky — screen actor (Communist Party member according 
to a highly confidential and delicate source )s 
"I support wholeheartedly the Sabath bill to abolish the 
Committee on Un-American Activities." 

Selena Royle - screen actress: 

"The civil liberties of all Americans are at stake. I 
urge the abolition “of the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities." ' v 



Gale Sondergaard - actress (Communist Party member according to 
a highly confidential and delicate source)! 

"If this threat to our civil liberties goes unchallenged, 
no American is safe." 


" .-r.'Sw 
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Atm rwnrr-'iftttwi (jft— mint Peity merit* *r according to ft , : 
highly confidential and delicate source): 

"Let our actions not our words proclsia our adherence to 
the right. Hr. Sabath has led the way." 

It was ascertained that other motion picture figures apparently were 
being sought for 3t*>t«ientsx 



i»rt liuth 
Hcwaro Lp Silv* 
Ludwig Donath 
Alan "leed 


t 


All of these ir.divi duals »re screen actors. Smith and D# Silv» h>re been 
previously identified as Coemunist Political Association aeicbers by a highly 
confidenti*! -nd delicate source, in Au'mst, 1914 and J*nu?ry, 1915. 


I'Tou^h this .•'•rae source, it t.os Te^moH on !!'-v^”*-'er ?0, 1917, 
th*t one 1. C^ldeiiitb had requested + ”o TL. to fum\. e h hiu conies of the 
speeches and st-’te.-ents of the '‘unfriendly nineteen’’ m *'de at t.he lil.-nore 
Stadium Hally on IToverjber 13, 1917. According to this s*nne source. 

Goldsmith identified- himself as o big producer in Hcllx'ood and a very 
good friend of Sam Lmite, one of the witnesses cited for contc-r.pt of Con- 
gress. Goldsmith further advised th a t his brother ms in town, from Palestine 
=»n<J that he attended the Gilmore Gtadiun aces nesting and th*t his b rather 
had been so impressed by the sneecnes that he rould like to have copies 
of them to t- :e back to Palestine tc use over there. The PGA advised him 
th:t the requested ccoies -.ould b* -toae available. 



25, 1917, __ __ 

^ it ««• sscMtaSnSTthst Herbert. HJJupjuyL, discus ssd 
r/n Larsen -.he House Un-Amerledn Activities Gosmittee bCTore ifelefr-thsgr 
had appeared. Lawson rerarfced that it is pertinent that noither Congressmen 
Thonff* nor Ho^fln d»red to debate the issue of the constitutionality of their 
line of ''uesti oninv on the floor of the Houre. Lawson said thst person v ‘ 
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attacked by the Committee use automatically found guilty without trial and 
deprived of his constitutional rights to which all Americans are normally 
entitled* He was very discouraged over the fact that the producers appeared 
to be accepting the Committee's lies and are being converted into a new 
industry policy toward their employees. 

On November 25, 1947, it was learned through this same source 
that McGill of "New Masses* magazine in New York had written Lawson relative 
to having Ring La rein er, Jr. write a short article regarding his personal 
* reaction to the producer's action in terminating his employment as a studio 
writer. This article was to be quite personal and deal with the effect this 
action had on Lardner and his family. According to this source, Lawson 
agreed that such an article was a good idea and he would take it up with 
Lardner. The same source advised that "New Masses" magazine was making 
requests for similar articles from screen writer Albert Kaltz and/or Galton 
Trumbo. Lawson expressed his desire to write such an article himself for 
"New Masses" but due to the press of other business could not do so at this 
time. 


It was ascertained through this same source that Lawson was 
engineering a plan to circulate in the studios a petition through the Arts, 
Sciences and Professions Council of PCA to which he hoped to get hundreds 
of si^iatures. This petition was to point out the danger of blacklists 
to the film industry itself and to urge upon the industry the fear that 
no decent pictures will henceforth be made, employment will be curtailed, 
and far these reasons those signing the petition put themselves on record 
,aa taking a very strong stand against the House Un-American Activities 
Coaarlttee. 


According to this source, Lawson intended to take the petition 
to the screen writers and try to get them all to sign It. Lawson stated 
that tho wording of the petition would be such as not to specifically 
support the "unfriendly nineteen" but that it would definitely lean in 
that direction. According to this source, Lawson feels that it is absolutely 
necessary to break the terror presently gripping the motion picture industry 
and that the writers affected by recent termination of employment were 
seriously considering charging the producers with criminal conspiracy in 
state court. 

On December 2, 1947, the PCA sponsored a rally to be addressed 
by Alvah Bessie, one of the "unfriendly nineteen*. This was an 
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openmeeting^an^screen writer Be sal* ms tbs principal speaker, According 
to Bessie's talk dealt entirely with the House un- 

lma^R!?l^^?f^^^^Eittee and tbs Ccmnittee's Hollywood investigation. 
Bessie charged that the Conmittee's investigation was supposedly to reveal 
subversive pictures or parts of pictures, but this they did not do; that the 
real purpose of their investigation was to frighten people and to a large 
extent they were successful; and that L. B. Mayer and Barry Hamer h&ve 
gone out of their way to please the Comnittee, which according to Bessie 
is very stupid of then because the Comnittee treated them with contempt and 
disrespect . 


Bessie cited as an example of the appeasement of the Committee 
by Hollywood producers the fact that a picture entitled "Behind the Iron 
Curtain" will soon be released and is anti -Communist in character. He 
cited another example of the frightening effect of the Conrr.it tee's investi- 
gation the fact that the big "clearing houses" have refused to handle 
Howard Fast's latest novel. 


According to Bessie, in the nine years existence of the House 
Un-American Activities Committee, it has put through only one piece of 
legislation which the Supreme Court subsequently declared unconstitutional. 
Bessie told the gathering that the ten writers indicted by the Committee 
and their legal representatives can not see how their indictment can pass 
even the lowest court because it is an abridenent of the rights given them 
.by Amendment I of. the Constitution. Bessie ended his speech by stating 
tbat,"rt'e must destroy the Un-American Activities Committee before it 
destroys us." 


formation 


' -it m ft. as t’nTi 


the ?CA wa^pTSrming to iinance a speaicii^trTpox John Howard Lawson to 
San_Frajigisco Tacoma, Portland , and Seattle in December, 1947. Through H 

it was ascertained that apparently the K 
battle was plauillil^ 1 llliyi JJlbe ting and a reception for Lawson in that 




city; that Lawson planned to "&e in San Francisco on December 11, 1947; and 
, that he would make himself available after the speaking engagement on that 
. date to help the San Francisco Chapter solve any of its problems concerning 
the Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council of FCA and would meet with a small 


group of their leaders for this purpose. 
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Jh a full page advertisement called "in Open Letter to the 
Motion Picture Industry" published in the December 13, 1947, issue of the 
"Hollywood Reporter", the national arts. Sciences, and fr-ofessioaa Council 
of PCA announced the organising of a Film Division of FCA in Southern 
California, charging that "the motion picture industry, in its frightened 
haste to fire the ten writers and directors cited for contempt as a result 
of a hearing which denied to thoa their constitutional rights, sets a 
pattern of purge and blacklist violating our fundamental concepts and 
decency." 


The communist influence in the Progressive Citizens of America 
in Los Angelos was indicated by the fact that the Executive Director of 
the Southern California Chapter Is Bert Witt. Witt has been identified 
as a member of the Communist Party as of May, 1947, in that he is a member 
of the 58th Assembly District Branch in Los Angeles. According to this 
source, Witt has been a member of the Party far nine years. 


In the same headquarters with Witt, is George ftepper, the Executive 
Director of the Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of the PCA. Pepper 
has been identified as a Communist through a most highly confidential and 
reliable source. 


Previous investigation has shown that Pepper has been a particularly 
dose contact of John Hcr.vard Lawson and In the past he was very active in 
- such groups as the Hollywood Democratic Connittee and Hollywood Independent 
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. 

On a. recent list of the nominations to the Board of Directors of 
the PCA for 1948, it is noted that five of the so-called "unfriendly 19" 
are included, namely* John Howard Lawson, Larry Parka, Irving Pichel, 

Adrian Scott and Dalton Trumbo. On this list of nominees also appeared 
the names of Charles Katz and Ben Mar go 11 a, both of what were associated 
with the "unfriendly 19" as defense attorneys and legal advisers. These 
individuals have been identified as Comunists through a most highly 
confidential and delicate source. 

laws on, Scott, Trumbo and Parks above mentioned also have been 
identified by a most highly confidential and reliable source as . 
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National broaacaa Lili^ LUlfipAJiy 3M a member of the Los Angeles Communist 
Party in 1946 and 1947, advised on December 10, 1947, that the PCA was 
quite active at present and was circulating petitions for the establish- 
ment of a third political party in this country. Due to the "heat" on Corami- 
nist activities, many of these petitions were being secretly circulated 
among persons in the entertainment industry. Also due to the same reasons, 
the "boys In the cell," that ia, Cosananlato, had been warned to avoid 
political issues as much as possible but to support the PCA, the Committee 
for the First Amendment, and other similar organizations which might be used 
to further the Communist Party cause, which in this locality is almost 
100£ fighting the House Un-American Activities Committee, supporting the 
position of the so-called "unfriendly 10 witnesses," and attempting to 
establish the aforementioned third party. 



vas of the opinion that the Progressive Citizens of 
America was Communist-inspired. This opinion was based u pon the reference 
to the fCA in closed Communist meetings which^H^^HVhad attended in the 
early part of this year. He said the directo^^^^^Se meetings were 

s* ...i.i ^L4 aW- nei * /w _i. j li U..X 

ciux uuw bv aajr uuurigub uiiav wiB ruit was a ouiarmiis ui^diu^ahiuu, uuu 

they always referred to the PCA as "our organization" without exception, 
whereas organizations like the Committee far the First Amendment were referred 
to in a different manner, namely, discussions were held as to how the latter 
organization might be used to further their cause, giving the inference that 
they had not originally inspired or set up the Comnittee far the First Amend- 
ment. 


group of Communists followed 


rrwvt Tnriorn»ii^*n+ PJ m i 
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■Undoubtedly," said) 

hy thg Toft w^ng fSLCtiOIl Of thv 

of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, had organized the Hollywood Council 
of the Arts, Sciences and professions Division of the PCA, specifically to 
direct, ^ ommunlst Party activity under the guise of a political organization." 

no further proof other than expressed above at the present time. 



The Actors* Laboratory 

The Actors' Laboratory has undertaken to produce a new play 
entitled "Declaration" written by Janet and Philip Stevenson. According to 


s 
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a most reliable and confidential source, these two individuals wore manners 
of the Cultural Section of the Communist Party in Hollywood in 1944 and 1945 . 
Virginia bright, drama editor of the Los Angeles •Daily News*, recently devoted 
a column to this play, its cast, and to the Actors* Laboratory in general, in 
which she described it as a "significant vehicle" and a production which may 
rival New York stage productions. 

The play is said to involve the alien and sedition lavs of early 
American days, which are referred to as "the first attack on civil liberties 
in America". Actor Lloyd Gough, who has been identified as a Communist by 
a former confidential informant, as of 1946, is to 

play the lead which will be the Other stars in 

this production are to be Morris Carnovski and Roman Bohnen, both of whom 
have been identified as Communists by a most highly confidential and delicate 
source. 


Civil Rights Congress 


The local leadership of the Civil Rights Congress in Los Angeles 
is under the complete influence of the Communist Party. The Executive 
Director in Los Angeles is Yfilliam R. Bidner. Bidner has beei identified 
as a commu nist and one o f its most active cocrades by Confidential Inf Mirant 

joffrnmist Party 

Headquarters in los 1 This organization has consistently defended 

the Communist Party and Communist causes In the Los Angeles area. 


Through 
it was ascertaine 

headquarters of the Progressive Citizens- of America (PCA) and confers with 
Bert 7/itt and George Pepper of that organization. Witt is the Southern 
California Director of the FCA, while Pepper is Executive Secretary of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of FCA. Pepper and his group in 
recent weeks have been particularly active in support of the so-called 
"unfriendly ten" film writers presently under indictment at Washington, D. C., 
far contempt of Congress as a result of the recent hearings of the Un-American 
Activities committee. 

It may be noted that the purpose of the Civil Rights Congress has 
been to defend Gerhardt staler, Eugene Dennis, and the stand taken by the 
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"unfriendly nineteen" witnesses beforo Congress* 

t^^ono of the current activities of the Civil Bights Congress is the 
effort in cooperation with other organisations to have the House Un-American 
Coarcittee abolished. It was learned from Bidner that the. Civil Rights 
Congress organization in Los Angeles stands squarely behind the ten Holly- 
wood film writers , and he strongly urged a letter writing campaign to 
Congressmen and to Attorney General Clark demanding the dropping of the 
current prosecution of the film writers in Washington. He pointed out that 
letters, telegrams, and even telephone calls to the Attorney General would 
be most effective. 

It was further learned that the Civil Rights Congress is trying 
to mobilize public opinion behind Congressman Sabath’s House Resolution 
No. 46 to abolish the House Committee on Un-American Activities. According 
to Bidner, the Civil Rights Congress is coming out in the immediate future 
with a letter which will be widely distributed and urging the passage of 
the Sabath Amendment. 

Bidner further advised that the local CIO is coming out with 
100, COO leaflets against the dismissal of certain film writers in Hollywood 
by their studios because of their refusal to testify before the House 
Committee and their resulting contempt charges. 



Independent Progressive Party ( IFP] 


The Independent Progressive Party of California is presently 
engaged in am all out effort to obtain the signatures of the necessary 
276,000 qualified voters on a petition to pla ce th e TPK on the b 


art the T 




cons id era 


local Communist Party organization* 


on from the PC A in Hollywood and the 



The local headquarters of the IPP are at 426 South Spring Street, 
Loo Angeles, and the leadership of the IFP, in both the state headquarters 
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at San Francisco and the local office at Loo Angeles, la said to be com- 
pletely Communist d omin ated. The San Francisco Office has been advised by 
its informants that Hugh Bryson, Chairman of the State Organizing Conmitteo 
of the IP?, is a Comsunist Party m sober in San Francisco. In Los Angeles, 
one Harper Paulson is the Southern Director of the Organizing Conudttes of 
the IFP, while Ruth Slade is Petition Campaign Manager. Fouls on is e member 
of the local Comsunist Party in Los Angeles according to a most highly 
confidential and reliable source, ifest investigation of Ruth Slade has 
revealed considerable evidence of her Party affiliation. 


The IF? in Los Angeles County is organized in each Congressional 
District. In a recent issue of the organization's piblication, "The Pro- 
gressive Citizen”, there were listed the names of individuals in each Con- 
gressional District to be contacted for information concerning the IPP. It 
is interesting to note that six of these nine individuals are revealed by 
a most highly confidential and delicate source to be current members of the 
Los Angeles County C annum! st Party. 


Los Angeles Confidential Inf a local 
functionary of the Coannnist Party in Los AngeTes^na^^c^seothat the Ccmrnmlst 
party is solidly behind the Third Party movement and held a meeting on October 
12, 1947, at Los Angeles far the purpose of planning and advancing the drive 
for the Third Party. At this meeting, Ned Sparks, top functionary of the 
local Connrunist Party, told the meeting that a Third ffcrty is needed and that 
this- party is the IPP. He further said that the Third Party will force a better 
party on the Democrats which will aid in getting people out to vote for they 
•will then feel that there is some purpose in going to the polls, and that the 
unions generally are in support of the Third fhrty although there had been 
no public announcement by the heads of the A. F. of L. or CIO up to that time. 


On December 17, 1947, the IFP held a mass rally at the Shrine 
Auditorium in Los Angeles at which an appeal for funds for a campaign to get 
the new forty's candidates on the California ballot this year was made. As 
reported by the "Hollywood Citizens Hews* for December 18, 1947, Herbert 
Blberman and Albert Malts, Hollywood film writers who were two of the "un- 
friendly" witnesses before the House Un-American Activities Committee, were 
among the announced donors. 

Principal speaker at the mass rally was New fork Councilman Eugene ' 
Connolly, member of the American Labor Party in New fork City. Connolly is 
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reported to have told tbs rally that the "defense of the Communist Party 
is an essential part of the defense of civil rights...." In his speech, 
Connolly strongly took President Truman to task for his Loyalty Check 
frogras and blasted the House Committee on Un-American Activities for in- 
vestigating Convunisa in Hollywood. He further urged that more people like 
Vito Mar cant cnio and Helen Gahagan Douglas be sent to Congress. 


Americans fcr Democratic Action 

i 

This organization has received considerable publicity indicating 
that it is distinguished from other liberal groups, particularly the BCA, 
by the fact thit it has adopted a resolution to the effect that Conrainists can 
not hold office in it and are not desired as men&ers of the organization. 
However, Americans for Democratic Action did run a large advertisement in the 
"Hollywood Reporter" and "Variety" — the ad in the "Reporter" on October 11, 
1947, and In "Variety" on October 15, 1947 — in which ADA criticized the 
House Un-American Activity Conmittee hearings. The subheadline far this ad- 
vertisement read: "Unless you conduct your hearings in the American tradition 
of fair play far all witnesses and tolerance for all viewpoints, you will 
injure both Hollywood and your committee”. 

The tenor of the body of this ad was to the effect that a democratic 
system does not fear ideas and because cultural freedom "is so basic and 
- meaningful, Americans for Democratic Action view with deep concern any move 
that narrows the realm of cultural liberty and imprisons the imagination of 
writers and artists. Opposing Communists no less vehemently t.hap we resist 
'fascism, we are determined to ccabat with equal vigor any attempt to impose 
the kind of mental strait Jacket which stifles culture under dictatorship* 1 • 

This ad is signed as follows: "Leon Henderson, Chairman of ti* 
Executive Committee, Americans for Democratic Action. Uelvyn Douglas, 
Chairman, California Organizing Committee, ADA". 


National lawyers Guild 

The Motion Picture trade magazine "Variety" in its issue October 30, 
1947, reproduced a telegram sent by Western Union to the President of tbe United 
States an October 29, 1947, signed: "Hollywood - Beverly Hills Chapter, 
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National Lawyers Guild, Sam Houston Allen - Chairman" . Ibis telegram is 
quoted as follows* 

"AS LAWYERS SWORN TO UPHOLD THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
INCLUDING THE FIRST AMENDMENT WHICH GUARANTEES TO ALL HEN THE 
RIGHT TO THEIR OWN SOCIAL. ECONOMIC. POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS 
VIEVS FREE FROM OFFICIAL INQUISITION, WE REAFFIRM THE FOLLOWING 
PRINCIPLES* THAT AN ACCUSED HAS THE RIGHT TO CONFRONT AND CROSS- 
EXAMINE HIS ACCUSERS; THAT THERE IS A SACRED PRIVILEGE GUARDING 
THE CONFIDENTIAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LAWYER AND CLIENT. WE 
DEPLORE THE BRANDING AS SUBVERSIVE OF THE GREAT ENTERTAINMENT 
INDUSTRY AND ITS PEOPLE BI UNCHALLENGED HEARSAY AND RDM®. WE 
FEAR THE THCUAS-RANKIN COMMITTEE HAS NO CONCEPT OF A TRIBUNAL 
ESTABLISHED AND CONDUCTED IN THE AMERICAN HAT. nE ARE ifcOUD THAT 
THERE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN AND STILL ARE MEN WITH COURAGE TO LEFT 
THOSE WHO WOULD ABANDON THE TRADITIONAL AMERICAN I DEAL OF 
JUSTICE AND FAIR PLAY. «<E URGE YOU TOO MR. PRESIDENT TO SPEAK 
OUT AGAINST THE UNPRECEDENTED PRACTICES OF THIS COGilTTES." 

It should be noted that according to a highly confidential and 
reliable source, Sam Houston Allen is a member of the Hollywood Section, 
Los Angeles County Communist Party; also, Robert \V. Kenny, one of the 
principal attorneys defending the "unfriendly nineteen", is President of 
the National lawyers Guild. 


"Mobilization for Democracy” 


On November 9» 1947, a rally was held at the Shrine Auditorium 
in Los Angeles, which was called the "Stop Operation .ditch Hunt", under ttm 
sponsorship of the captioned organization. The main speakers were 0. John 
Rogge, former Assistant Attorney General, and Howard Fast, the author. The 
meeting was also sponsored by the CIO United Rib lie Workers and the AFL 


Cta f m O/wim+tr 
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Robert 'J. Kenny, former Attorney General of the State of California, 
' chaired the meeting. He opened with the remark that J. Frrnell Thomas was 
the "hatchet man for democracy". He further commented as follows s "A movie ' 
like ’The Best Years of Our Lives * could not be produced in the future if the 
• Thomas Comlt'-ae continued to function. At the Washington hearings -the tables 
were turned so that the accused became the accuser". He stands for "a screen 
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for all". 


He had just returned from the "seat of government" (with emphasis 
on the word "seat"). He said he could now see why Washington was known as 
the "scat of goverment" as the word "seat" was very significant. (This 
brought a big laugh from the audience.) He called for all, persons present 
to let their Federal Congressmen know that they stood for the abolition of 
the Thomas-Rankin committee (House Committee on Un-American Activities headed 
i by J. Farnoll Thomas), and request that they stand up in Congress and let other 
members know that they stand for the abolition of this kind of action. 

He stated that the first stone in a great cemetery is now in the 
making if the Thanas-Rankin Committee is not abolished. They (Thomas Com- 
mittee and who they represent) profit by the loss of the civil rights of 
the people. "The Thomas Conr.d ttee got on first base in the last two weeks, 
whether or not they score any runs depends on you people." He ended this 
portion of bis preliminary comment by stating that the National Association 
of Manufacturers was an enemy of democracy. 

Kenny introduced 0. John Rogge as a former Assistant United States 
Attorney General. 0. John Rogge began bis speech by stating that he was from 
Illinois, and further stated that he would talk about freedom. He stated 
that reaction is more terrifying now than ever before and monopolies are 
- having a field day. After World War I, we had the palmer Red Raids. We are 
making the" same mistake after TTorld War H, according to Rogge. As an example, 
he stated that we now have the Truman Loyalty Order of March 22, 1947. "Today 
we are headed* in the direction of a Fascist police state. The Taft-Hartley 
Act is sl step in the direction of £ Fascist Big buslnsss is n&kixig 

more money "on the people" than ever before. The meat packers are making so 
much money that they are afraid to pit out a statement showing their profits. 
The Truman Loyalty Check Program is government for the few at the expense of 
the many. "Truman is the best water boy big business has dyer had." 

He illustrated this point by Indicating numerous advisers and 
„ Cabinet members of the Truman Administration, in each case pointing out his 
. past experience in big business. Some of than were as follows i 

James Forrestal, former member of Dillon, Reed & Company, Hew fork; 

William H. Draper, formerly with Dillon, Reed 4 Company; 

\ 
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Arthur S. Burrows, formerly with Sears -Roebuck; 

Louis W. Douglas, formerly with an insurance company; 

Eugene Black, formerly with the Chase National Bank, New York; 

Leo N. Higgins, President of the Bankers Association. 

He closed his list with the comment, "Vihat a roster! Truman 
obviously has a cartel outlook rather than a philosophy of abundance. Truman’s 
advisers have pointed out to him, first, the necessity of war with Russia 
and, second, the destruction of the civil liberties of the people.* 

According to the Thomas Comnittee, the Executive Board of the 
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee is under attack because they have given 
aid to Franco and because opposition to Franco Spain is un-American. 
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Rogge said the Thcmas Committee is being used for political 
purposes. They used the Committee to oust former Governor Olson of California 
and to get liberal commentators off the air, such as Johannes Steel and 
Raymond Gram Swing. If the Thomas Committee is successful in imposing 
thought control on the motion picture Industry, it will then move on the book 
publishing houses. According to Rogge, the Thomas Committee violates consti- 
tutional amendments 1, 5, 6, 9 and 10. "In my opinion, no one need answer 
questions of the Committee. They should ignore subpoenas and battle them to 
the Supreme Court." 

Rogge told of being an attorney for someone who was picked up by 
the FBI. The person was allegedly from the Treasury Deportment and was 
arrested on a charge of conspiracy to violate the Espionage Act. In counseling 
his client, he found he had never been to the Russian Babas sy and had never 
been a member of a Communist front organization. He told his client to 
answer all questions and be honest, as he was guilty of no violations. 

He believes the Truman Loyalty Check to be the best method of 
engendering fear in government workers. A government worker can be considered 
disloyal by being a member of any organization listed by the Attorney General 
as being subversive. In thiff way, the Attorney General of the U. S. has 
control over the economic life of goverment employees. 

He told of an incident where the loyalty of a goverment employee 
was being questioned. Prior to losing hie position he was given a statement 
• to read. In Section Number 1 of the statement, it stated that the charges 
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against the person wars confidential. In Section 2 , the statement advised 
the accused that he was given five days to answer the charges in Section 1. 
(This brought a big laugh from the audience.) Rogge said, "The best way 
to get along in government today is to be anti-Union, anti-Soviet, and 
Just a little bit anti-Semitic." 

He told of a State Department employee, one Jane Andersen, whose 
loyalty has been questioned. Anderson cautioned Rogge against walking with 
her in public as this might lead to his being called a Caanunist. 

Rogge's advice to farmers is to "raise less corn and more hell." 
"People must rise up to win the fight for human freedom." This closed 
Rogue's speech. 

Robert TT. Kenny cotmaented on Rogge's speech, saying that this 
was the most fighting, courageous speech we have heard in a long time. 

Kenny then announced another number to be sung by People's Songs repre- 
sentatives Goodson and Vale. They sang a selection called "Red Boogie". 


The next speaker, who was announced, was Samuel J. Borland, 
International Representative of the United Public Workers, CIO. In this 
connection, it should be noted that Confidential Informant 


Conniunist Party in Los Angeles, provided information that Borland is a 
member of the Cosnrunist Party. 


Berland commented that the Los Angeles Board of Supervisors, " 
hot to be outdone by the Thomases and Tenneys, had now undertaken a loyalty 
program. Each ccmnty employee is asked to fill out a blank on which are 
listed ISO allegedly subversive organizations complied by Senator Jack B. 
Tenney, Chairman of the un-American Activities Cccmittee in California. 
Berland enumerated a few of the organizations listed as subversive. They 
were* 

Anti-Hearst Examiner / 

Citizens Coranittee for Better Schools ' 

League of Women Shoppers 

Political Action Cocssittee 

National C omul t tee to Abolish Foil Tax 

\ 

Berland commented that one supervisor said that membership 
in certain organizations would not necessarily give ground* for dismissal 
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but would only give grounds Tor further Investigation. Borland said that 
ha maintained the committee was not designed to check loyalty but was designed 
to spread terror among county employees, as Is the Federal loyalty check* 

"What they want la loyalty to the particular group in power.* They fight 
the FEFC and adequate housing far the people. "It is the desire of the 
witch hunters tc split those who oppose thos.s.sour struggle is a non-partisan 
fight. The CIO and A.F. of 1. Public Workers have pooled interests in 
fighting the Los Angeles County loyalty checks.* He stated that we must 
unite so that the Thomas and Tenney Ccaaitteea would be eliminated. 

Three girls then came on to the stage, one carrying a large picture 
of J. Purnell Thomas, another a picture of John Rankin, and a third a picture 
of Senator Jack B. Tenney of California. Berlani stated that the City Refuse 
Department has a good idea what they would like to cover up the pictures 
with (the audience laughed), but that that rould not give the necessary 
satisfaction. Instead, Berland said they were going to lay the pictures on 
the floor and cover than with money. 


Three resolutions were read and unanimously adopted. Telegrams 
were to be sent. 


1. This telegram requested Truman to withdraw Presidential 
Order No. 9335 (loyalty checks). The loyalty check has put fear in the 
minds of the government employees. 

2. A similar telegram was to be sent in regard to the county 

employees . 


3* The third was a telegram to be sent to Truman and Attorney 
General Tom Clark. This telegram stated, in effect, "We demand the Department 
of Justice cease cooperating with the Un-American Activities Connittee. 

Yfe demand the abolition of the House Committee on Un-American Activities. 

The undersigned (the people at the Shrine Auditorium) support House Rule 46, 
the Sabath Resolution to abolish the House Un-American Activities Ccmittee.* 


Robert W. Kenny then Introduced Howard Fast. He stated that he 
had written '‘Conceived in Liberty," and "Citizen Tom Paine*. He stated that 
his new book, "Story of the Strike," is not published yet because of the fears 
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Fast save an emotional speech, dwelling chiefly on his experience 
with the Thomas Committees He stated he was examined on two different 
occasions and that he sat through the Committee hearing, at which time the 
outlawing of the Communist Farty was considered. In this connection, he 
stated that from his observation Thomas could not be a Communist as he lacked 
first, love of his fellow man; second, dignity; and, third, courage. 



Committee for a Free Screen 


On November 13, 


ield Office ascertained 



tilt Hill Hays, whd~was^ handling T he public relations 
witnesses'* who appeared before the Thomas Committee, 
w a s in contact with a Ur. Kitner (phonetic) of the American Broadcasting 
Company. Hays was requesting Kitner for time on the air for Sunday, November 
16, 1947, in order to present some Congressmen who were to argue against the 
contempt citations of ten of the "unfriendly witnesses". When Hays intro- 
duced himself to Kitner, he said he represented the Committee for a Free 
Screen. Kitner advised Hays that he could not grant him this time. Through 
tills same source, it was ascertained that Hays subsequently contacted hr. 
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vation for the back page of Monday morning’s "post" and when Hays first spoke 
to yr. whitehead, he said he represented the Committee for a Free Screen. 

This data is being set out for identification purposes only. It should be 
noted that no further information was received concerning the activities 
of this group. 



The Committee for the First Amendment, also known as The Committee for the 
Preservation of ths First j ^ p nHi w gntj Th o uni lywn/vj cos^iittss for the 
Preservation of the First Amendment, and/or The New York Committee for 
the Preservation of the First Amendment 
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advertisement announcing the formation of The Committee if or the First Amend- 
ments "■ 


"Me, the undersigned, as American citizaia who believe in con- 
stitutional democratic government, are disgusted and outraged by the continuing 
attempt of the House Committee on Un-American Activities to smear the notion 
picture industry. 
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"We hold that these hearings are aorally wrong beoauset 

"Any investigation Into the political beliefs of the individual 
Is contrary to the basic principles of our democracy; 

"Any attempt to curb freedcn of expression and to set arbitrary 
standards of Americanism la In Itself disloyal to both the spirit and the 
letter of our constitution.* 

Confidential Source ^f^^^^of the William Morris Agency advised 
that John Huston was the perso^wn^coirtributed the original idea and seemed 
to be most closely associated with this group. Huston told this source 
that it had been his intention to concentrate on his career and retire from 
politics but that the conduct of the hearings In Washington made it impossible 
for him to remain on the sidelines. 

Several meetings were held in Huston's home while the organization 
was being formed. According to this source, Huston personally rec ruited 
Humpto^^Bogart and Lauren Bacall into the movsnent. According toHH^ 
Special Service contact of the Los Angeles Office who i^now 
deceased, Huston kept Bogart up all one night until six in the morning 
"getting him all fired up over this thing." This committee indulged in 
considerable publicity, mostly in the Hollywood trade papers. 


stated 

mittee, many members of the protesting delegation who had gone to Washington 
Were upset and disturbed because they found they were defending members who 
were actually members of the Communist Party. He stated the Committee for 
the First Amendment was not able to secure many of the big names In Hollywood 
because Olivia DeHavilland and Bette Davis refused to have any part in the 
activity of this group. These two actresses, according to this source, were 
responsible for swinging a great many Hollywood personalities from affiliating 
with the group and the activities of these two actresses in general acted 
as a damper on the promotional aspects of this group. 

Originally the Committee far the First Amendment started out to 
defend Roosevelt's reputation because the Un-American Caomittee asked questions 
of certain witnesses as to whether or not they knew that the pictures "Mission 
to Moscow* and "liorth Star" had been made at the instigation of anyone in 
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Washington. Tbs Un-American Canmittee mads no further reference to this 
line of questioning after the first day's hearing, and the liberals who 
had been attracted to Huston's movement became convinced that the Committee 
did not intend to become a "smear Roosevelt" instrument but rather nas 
honestly attempting to seek out Communists. 

The Coomit tee for the First Amendment intended to swing into the 
defense of Hans Eisler and Carl Uarzani. However, this procedure was 
abandoned because the liberals and front organizations did not join in what 
t mas thought would be a tremendous mass movement. 

According to this same source, the Hollywood liberals are aware 
of the fact that they have been used by the Communists and many of them are 
lying low as the town is gradually splitting into two groups. 

Several radio programs were sponsored by the Committee for the 
First Amendment, according to an article in "Variety" on October 27, 1947, 
and the programs "in general condemned the procedure of the Committee in 
attacking and smearing the picture business." 

The same source pointed out that many of the persons prominent 
in the motion pictures are "politically naive", and many of them were sur- 
prised to learn that some of the unfriendly witnesses were actually identified 
as Communist Party members. This source had been in telephonic communication 
- with seme of the -Committee for the First Amendment people who flew to 
Washington in protest against the hearings, and this source pointed out 
that "certain members of the delegation and a lot of people in the delegation 
are shocked," and that some of them wished they had not made the trip. The 
source went on that certain members of this Committee were spreading the rumor 
in Hollywood to the effect that the Thomas Committee is practically an instru- 
ment of the Catholic Church, that Thanas is a Roman Catholic, and that church 
circles In New Jersey have brought pressure to bear, which accounts for the 
Thomas Committee hearings. 

Informantfl^^^Umm^rtloued that Billy Wilder is pro-English 
» and anti -French. W^ae^admir es the Socialistic experiment in England, and has 
expressed his antipathy toward the French people of late since the recent 
elections in which De Gaulle signified great political strength, wilder, as 
has been pointed out above, has been active in the Ccemittee for the First 
Amendment. 
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Those who announced their Intention of making the trip, according to the 
article, were as follow si Humphrey Bogart, Lauren Baca ll , Paul Henreid, 

Evelyn Keyes, Richard Conte, June Havoc, John Payne, Danny Kaye, Ira 
Gershwin, Marsha Hunt, Sterling Hayden, Larry Adler, Jane V*ystt, Directors 
John Huston and Joe Cistroc, and Writers Sheridan Gibney, Arthur Kober and 
Sheppard Strudwick. 

Another plane bearing ten other theatrical people was scheduled 
to leave Hew York for Washington. In this group, the Consnittee said would 
bet Paul Xkraper, Louis Calhern, Mrs. Edward 0. Robinson, Helen Hayes, 

Charles LSacArthur, John Garfield, Kathryn De Mille, Ruth Gordon, Moss Hart, 
and Gar son Kanin. 

In an article in the Hew York "Times" of October 27, 1947, captioned 
"Stars Fly to Fight Inquiry Into Films", it was indicated that the Committee 
for the First Amendment claimed 1J5 members from Hollywood and that this 
Committee described itself as a "non-political organization campaigning only 
for honesty, fairness and the accepted rights of any American citizen." 

This article in referring to the broadcast of the Committee, which 
was a half hour paid program over the American Broadcasting Company's stations, 
reflected that approximately thirty film stars and other Hollywood figures 
were supported in the criticism of the House Committee by four Democratic 
Senators, namely, Elbert D. Thomas of Utah, Harley M. Kilgore of West Virginia, 
. Claude Pepper of Florida, and Glen H. Taylor of Idaho. 

The keynote in the broadcast was offered by Uyrna Loy, who declared: 
"’We question the right of Congress to ask any man what he thinks on political 
issues." 


John Huston, film producer and director, chided the Committee with 
having produced in nine years only one piece of legislation to counter sub- 
versive activity "and that was rejected as unconstitutional." 

Senator Thomas called the Committee's methods "unholy". Senator 
Kilgore cautioned listeners against taking at its face value the "red paint 
splashed by the Committee." Senator Taylor declared, "I intend to battle 
this Un-American Committee to a standst ill ." 
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Judy Garland, In summation, urged people to write to Congress 
in protest against the inquiry* 

The other people referred to in the broadcast were Walter Wanger 
and William Wyler, producers} Arthur Garfield hays. New York lawyer; Dr* 
Harlow Shapley, director of the Harvard Observatory; Archibald UacLeish, 
poet; and Deems Taylor, president of the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and publishers. 

The article in the New fork "Times* also carried the names of 
the following who were to fly to Washington to protest the House Gocmittee's 
investigation, in addition to those names previously mentioned as apiaaring 
in the Washington "Star*} Actress Geraldine Brooks and actor Gene Kelly; 
writer Robert Ardrey and Melvin Frank; production executives David Hopkins, 
Ernest Pascal, Jules Buck and Robert Rresnell. 


The "Daily Worker* carried an article on the 27th of October 
captioned "Stars Urge People to Rap Snoopers*, which referred to the activities 
of the Committee for the First Amendment and in particular to the radio 
broadcast of October 26* In addition to the individuals previously re- 
ferred to as having taken part in this broadcast, this article also reflected 
that the following individuals also had a part in the broadcast: Actresses 
Uergaret Sullavan, Florence Eldridge, Lauren Bacall, June Haver, and Paulette 
Goddard; actors Keenan Wynn, John Beal, Edward G. Robinson, Paul Henxeid, 
Fredric Kerch, John Garfield, Humphrey Bogart, Charles Boyer, Danny Kaye, 
ft ter Lorre, Richard Conte, Norman Corwin, and Vincent Price; radio comedian 
Henry Morgan; and Audie Murphy, former soldier and present film, actor. 


Others whose support to the broadcast was announced were Katharine 
Hepburn, Spencer Tracy, Eddie Cantor, Ethel Barrymore, Gregory Peek, James 
Stewart, Rita Hayworth and Frank Sinatra. 


According to the information furnished by 
individuals composed the New York Committee fear the 
Amendments " 
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Jerome Chodorow 
Moss Hart 
George Sam Kaufman 


Minerva Pious 
Agnes De Mills 
Phil Loeb 


Leonard Bernstein 
Harold Rome 
Louis Calhern 
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Cheryl Crawford 
Uta Hagen 
Canada Lea 
Pa'il Stewart 
Paul Draper 
Oscar Serlin 


Julius Epstein 
Philip Epstein 
Erwin Shaw 

Mrs. Edward G. Robinson 
Daniel Said enb erg 
Bernice parks 



\ 
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It will be recalled separate memoranda were prepared on all of the 
above Individuals with the exception of Bernice Parks and Daniel Saidenberg, 
concerning whoa no pertinent public so urce informati on was available. These 
memcranda were prepared for the use of I 


On December 3, 1947, vised she had become cognizant 

of Communist infiltration into ^^ffl^HHation known as the Committee for 
the First Amendment, which grew out of a group organized to protest the 
House Conmitteehear^j^^^and who originally called themselves "Hollywood 
Fights Back". flH^^H|^Bbelieved the Committee for the First Amendment 
was inspired "liberal" group and non-Communists. However, 

it has recently been learned by observation and information developed that 
a person believed to be a Communist was very influential behind the scenes 
in directing policy for this organization. Ibis individual is identical with 
Jane Strudwick, also known as Jane Mead, “who had been directing policy behind 
the scenes far the American Veterans Committee. 


Mead has been identified to the Los Angeles Office as a member 
of the Communist Party by a highly confidential and delicate source. 


m speaking of ^^j^^^individuals who had gone to Washington 
to protest the hearings, the .71111 am Morris Agency recalled 

that Danny Kaye was undec^W^wn^ner or not to make the trip until he was 
pressured at a dinner by John Huston. Sylvia Fine, Danny Kaye's wife, told 
fHJRUia^she had attempted to argue Danny out of going, and she discussed 
with^H^ier regret that Danny was intent upon accompanying Bogart to 
Washington. She explained tKat their marital relations had .come to the point 
where any stand she took was just the opposite of what Danny would ultimately 
wind up doing. In an attempt to convince him of thn folly of his plan, she 
had his agent, his lawyer and his public relations man advise him that going 
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to Washington was an unwise move. However, at the dinner, John Huston 
publicly challenged Kaye about taking the trip and said something about 
"Remember what happened in Germany. People were afraid to take a stand." 

In speaking of Danny Kaye and Humphrey Bogart, Blayney Matthews, 
Plant Superintendent at Warner Brothers Studios, said that the studio has 
contracts calling for one picture a year from each of the two above named, 
and that the management was extremely concerned about what to do with these 
contracts because the public is thoroughly aroused concerning these person— 
i alities among others. 


The Los Angeles Office advised that it was the general opinion 
at the Fox Studios that the persons who went to Washington to protest the 
activities of the Committee, including Bogart, Bacall, et al, were very 
much frightened because of their ill advised actions, and there was further 
a general sentiment that these persons have hurt themselves in the box 
office. In this connection, it should be noted that Bogart and Bacall both 
openly repented for their actions in the press and Indicated that their 
activities with this group were ill advised. 


An advertisement appeared in the Hollywood "Reporter" on Monday, 
December 13, 1947, signed by the Freedom from Fear Committee. According 
to the Los Angeles Office, "Ihe FVeedom from Fear Committee" has been formed 
to take up where the Committee for the First JUnendmen^^f^off. This infor- 
- mation was reported by Confidential Informant screen writer 

and critic. This advertisement was signed by t^^^^Wn^iauais representing 
.the Committee, and incited the following: Richard Collins, Gordon Kahn, 
H<*:ard Koch, Lewis t'dlestone, Irving Pichel, Larry Parks, Robert Rossen and 
Waldo Salt. 


Of the above, Collins, Kahn, Parks, Rossen and Salt are members 
of the Communist Party, according to a most higily confidential and delicate 
source. 


The address given for the group was 6674 Yucca Street, Los Angeles 28, 
California, telephone Gladstone 4141. This is the telephone number listed 
under the name of Herbert Biberman, motion picture director who has been identi- 
fied as a member of the Contnunist party through a most highly confidential and 
delicate source. 
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The advertisement is quoted belowt 
"TIRED? JITTER!? SLEEPING BADLT? 

Find Out The Reason, Test Yourself 1 Here Are 10 Questions: 

If you score 25, you're in the danger zone 1 Score 5 for each YES answer. 

1. Are you nervous about whom you sit with In the commissary? 
i 2. Are you thinking about changing your name7 Are you disturbed 

because you are a Jew? A Catholic? A Union or Guild member? A 
free Has on? 

3. Are you haunted by your past? Remember? Your fourth vote for 
Roosevelt? The ambulance you helped send to Republican Spain? Your 
signature to protest against lynching# down South? 

4. Are you giving up that idea for a story? Or changing a scene - 
just a little? 

5. Are you thinking you'd better drop your subscription to: The 
Nation? Commonweal? New Republic? The Protestant? The Hew 
Lasses? The New Yorker? In Fact? The Herald-Tribune? FK? 

6. Do you .think you hear a strange click every time you pick up your 
phone? 

7. Are you thinking of hiding any of your bocks in your incinerator? 

8. Do you think about the future safety of your children - when you 
lie awake nights? 

9. Do you experience mixed feelings at the news that Bigland has 
offered sanctuary to political refugees from the American motion 
picture industry? 

10. DO YOU THINK YOU ARE SAFE FRQH BLACKLISTS? 

* "If your scare on the above questions alarms you, YOU must take action 

now! You must support the 19 who ate testing in the courts the right 
of any official, high or petty, to prescribe what shall be orthodox in 
politics, religion or other matters of opinion. 
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"The rights of the 19 as citizens are YOUR rights. Any abridgement of 
their liberties is an abridgement of your sacred rights to live and 
think as a free American. This is a legal fight. It costs money! It 
affects you! 

"Copies of this page are available to you if you «ut to check your 
friends 

On the next pegs of the "Reporter* is a quarter page advertisement 
captioned, "Freedom From Fear," and asking the question, "Fed Up With the 
'bi-partisan* attack on the film industry— -on your basic American liberties'* 
H.JRt: IS YOUR Al. ,«Jl: Build the Independent Progressive P^rty to unite all 
liberals in defense of our American liberty......" 'i’his ad states that the 

following people will appear as speakers: £ugene Connolly, I*. Y. City 
Councilman, American L?bor party leader; Sidney Jones, Jr., when the ad stages 
is a prominent negro attorney, leader of the Chicago Progressive Party, and 
Secretary of the Cook County Bar Association; Hugh Bryson, President, Ji-rino, 
Cooks and Stewards; Chairman of the Independent Progressive Fterty Organizing 
Committee; Dr. Francil Townsend of the Townsend Flan; Harper tf. coulson. 
Chairman, Association of Veteran Home Buyers; Director, Southern California 
hegion. Independent Progressive ibrty. 

This ad states that a meeting will be held at the Shrine Auditorium 
in Los Angeles, December 17, 1947, at 8:30 P.fc., and that information and 
, tickets can be obtained at the Independent Progressive Party of America, 

4^6 South Spring Street, Los Angeles. 

According to Confidential Informant screen writer, 

these ads appearing on consecutive peges in tn^Ho^^ro^^Heporter" were 
an indication to him that the progressive Citizens of America and the Freedom 
From Fear Committee were one and the same. 
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Ourloc the iSJkt week of February, l?t»S, the Ct£u5hda Legislative ?• 
CanlttM invest! gating un-Amerloan activities, comely called the Tenney 
Committee, bald e three day Hearing in Los Angeles which Bearing Inc lu de d an 
investigation of the Actors Laboratory in Hollywood. The Actors laboratory la * 
related to the l&tloo Picture Industry inasmuch as some of the individuals proa* 
inant in the activities of that group are also prominent in the Lotion Picture 

j^gyjund by ihfe % 
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following the Hearing, Tenney characterised the Actors Laboratory as a 
Communist front group and stated as follows: 


"The Bearing showed that there is no doubt about the Consrmnist character 
of the Actors laboratory theater. The actions of witnesses connected 
with the theater were no re eloquent than any a dalasi on of Conr.uiiisa." 


.kfion^, the individuals who were subpoenaed to testify before the Tenney 
CouLiittee were P'-ll Lee, Hose Hobart, homan Eohnon, and J. adward Lromberg. All 
of the above individuals with the exception of Hobart have beau identified as 
mcjiberi of the Communist Party, and Hobart has been identified as sympathetic to 
the Comunist cause. 


Following the Conmlttee Hearings, the actors Laboratory and its members • 
and supporters started a propaganda and pressure campaign against the Investiga- • 
tive Committee. Included in this pressure campaign was a full v •dvsrtissaadt^^fc 
by the California Theater Council in a Hollywood trade paper rtiich praised the 
Actors Laboratory. This advertisement contained the names of ap; rcodmately 150 
signers who were in favor of the Actors laboratory. _jnong this list of signers 
were at loast 36 individuals (fSoceraing shorn the Los iQgelss Of flee has doe*-?^, V •% 
„ centary evidence of present or "pnst Communist party affiliation. _ 

• V • 4 

v;ith reference te the California Tboater Council mentioned above, the 
February 17 , l?l*3 issue of Variety announced that a mm group lud bees foraod with 
headquarter 8 at lti55 Worth laurel Avenue in Bollywood which If. the same addressees. ' 
the headquarters of the Actors Laboratory. This advertisement announced the world "'J 
preoiere of the play "Declaration 11 by Janet and Ihilip Jtevwnnon followed by * 
meeting at wiiich it was voted unanimously to set up the California Theater Council 
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has statag. that it will oat encourage antl-Cci— anljt oppoeitioa er a "croeade" - 
dad that TO Utarrtarr Mi t**m ecraeenly seed by Hi i €rti. 

»»i Ved-baitin^*, tww tUy^ etc. Bn further itrtai that the Inane ' 

for Democratic AtUoo hesi'wf field Uy ooadened th| iamftiptloB of "BalIyw8ojTto_ ; 
the House Ootalitee on Un-American ActlVitiee, and has labeled the investigatwiT 
as a "witch hunting expedition*" : • 

Inforeunt 
is the Chairman of 

of the nraes of suae 55 ambers of the Organising Committee in Southern California, 
tiiat not one of the group to the informant's knowledge, has aver taken a direct , 
stand in opposition to the Comnunist Party os a subversive organisation, and that 
a majority of these 55 individuals had at one tiae or another, bsaa jeoaters. of - ~j£ 
CnmiTiiinist front groups, among such persons the infornmt listed the following: 



[pointed out that Itolvyn Douglas, motion picture actor, 
the Southern California Branch of the organization, and that 


U9lvyn Douglas 
Dr. Elmer Belt 
Dr. Re ms on Eird 
Clyde Doyle 
Ihillip Dunne 
iosal Ro.jat 
.'aurice D^eta 

Walter '.Yanger 


John Anson Ford 
Louis Levy 
Henry kyera 
Ronald Reagan 
.JAan Mv’fcr'-n 
Leo itostea 
Vada Somerville 


- Informant stated that he was strongly suspicious that the Americans 
for Democratic Action wah wittingly or unwittingly performing -what might be called 
"softening up" the situation into which the Communists can walk later. Be was 
also of the opinion that the organization would actually take no action to halt 
the spread of Corar.unisa. 

Civil Rights C^cprena 


fhe activities of this organization will be coxr&mted upon cnly in re- 
gard to its relationship to the Dot ion Picture Industry. • 

Cta February 2, 1?L3 at a meeting called by the International Corkers 
Order to protest the designation of that organisation by the Attorney General as 
within ths purview of Executive Order Uo. 9835, one of the principal speakers • 
.tas William Eddntr. ELdner is jO^cutive Director of the Civil Rights Congress in 
Ldo Angelas and has been identified as a member of the Coran oniot party. During ' 
this talh, Eidnor conn an ted upon the investigation by the House Coordttee on 
Un-American Activities, and stated that the Civil Rights Congress would fight 


I 
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a Angeles Oownfry^tiSrifeiH 
Ednord I. Barsky, chairman of the Joint Aati-FMdst Refuge* Canlttee. During 
this conference Sparks stated, Civil fights Congress la our most important 
outfit." 


Re Kirch 10, 1?1*8 issue of the California Eagle, Los Angelas Negro % 
newspaper, announced that a production entitled "High lias" which was character^ ■*- 
ized as a political-musical review, would be presented under the aue^-i ces af^tw^wgS 
Civil Rights Congress for the purpose of raising funds for the defense of the 
Hollywood individuals who were indicted for contempt of Congress. 


Committee of One Thousand 


Re Cojindttce of One Thousand is *n organ! zaticn which was organized in 
tha Fall of IS?!*? for the stated purpose of abolishing the House Conaittee on 
Un-Aaericart Activities. The organisation was under the lo.dsrship of Dr. Harlow 
Sikipley md Haruuh Dorner’. 


In article earing in the February 3, 191*8 issue of the for fork Son 
stated- that the Comr.ittee of One Thousand had obtained a new affiliate in the 
organization known as the Coanittee for the First Amendment . Tills article stated 
that the Comnlttee for the First Amendment In Hollywood had called a meeting 
under the sponsorship of Nornun Corwin, fhillip Dunne, Ira Gershwin, Ifcvid Hopkins, 
John Huston, Thomas Uann, Frederic March, Billy wilder, and TTilliaa r.yler. It 
was at this meeting, according to the article, tiiat the Cosrd ttea for the First 
Amendment was affiliated with the Committee of Cue Tliousand. 


0 


In connection with the affiliation of the Committee for the First Amend- 
ment with the Comittee of One- Thousand, Ed Gibbons, Bditor of the anti -Communist 
publication in Loo Angelas entitled "Alert", advised that an January 26, 191*8 the 
Coixaittee for the First .jaendaent held a meeting under the Chairmanship of FhULlip 
Dunne. The main event at this meeting was a telephonic address to the g. *o up by • 
Dr. Shapley who urged that the Comittee for the First Amendment should marge with 
the Cos it tee of One Thousand. u-' - 


It was Liter learned from the headquarters of the Hfiefae from 
Coa.:! t tee In Hollywood that the Cored t tee for the first jjaendneflt had, in ftdtj 
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**rg*d with tb* Aautm of One Thousand, «ad that Or* Shapley wold be in Lon 
Angolas «07ia Woh, ]£fc6 »♦ cii Was tbs fo^piUcsi of thp Or— 1 ttsp of Gas 
Thousand would bs f «*■££!/ announced and a fund drive launched. Ana this Man 


scores. 


learned that the Cornel ttee for ths First Amende oat "<£*«* shat ions- 


as s separate organisation for ths purposs of raising Ando for the defense of 
ths ton film writers Indie tod for oonteapi of Congress* In connection with ths 
activities of the Ccmaittec of One Thousand in Los Angelas, ‘source of lcforaaticn 

ported that the following individuals connected with the Notion 
ere active in the Coosslttee of One Thousand; 




Frederic Ifarch 
inks Tfyler 
FhiUlp Dunne 
John Huston 


Billy wilder 
Kom*n Corwin 
Ira Gershwin 
Thaaas Uann 


In March, 191*8, Investigation at Los Angelas indicated that the Coo&ittee 
of CXm Thousand in that area was still only a paper organisation, and that the 
individuals interested in the organization were the saas parsons who were inter- 
ested in the Freedom fro a Fear ComLttee and the Coen it tee for the First Aaendaebt. 


J'ch 1C. I c h3 T.OS .\r.;Qlrt-t ^rCnT-rnnl 


repoiTSuon a conference -cetr-veen 
led Sparks, Ctviiraan of the Los .jv;elcs County Comawnist 1-i.rty, and Dr. Edward 
5* Earsky, Chairizan of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Coarnittee. During this 
convert* ti'bir Si's.rkc listed the Comaittee of Che Thousand and the Freedom from Fear 
Coflnit toe as among the organizations "which his group Is handling" indicating 
Coraunist ftirty control of that organization. 

In Miy of 19^*8, source of infornution Tfalter Scratch, Assistant to ths 
publisher of the Hollywood Citizen Hews, _lvj sed it his opinion th^t ths . \ ^ 
Coriiiittce of Gno Thousand had "fizzled out", and that its cuin astiviliea tud toon 
taken over by the Freedom from Fe-r Cozruttee. This latter orga.iisation will be 
the subject of separate comments. 

Freedom From Fear Conr.it tee ' V 

The nvshington Times Herald of £*rch 9, 1?1*3 in the column by George 
lixon reported the organization of a Woedcm from Fear committee on the G- 3 t 
Coast of the United States for tho purpose of raising funds for the defense of 
the Hollywood writers indicted for caoteipd-af Qtogress followinc ths Hearings'* * 
of tbs House Qaa»Utw on Un-American activities in October of 1947* - 

article listed among those active in ths organization Deems Taylor, Cheryl 
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So 


Cranford, SH< lam, Richard Satts, Jr., Ikrc Coanally, ILlUma £• gijir«r r ja 
L'irk Tan Doran, David Kay, George S. Kaufman, Qccar lii—erntnln^ TT, and Biff 
j&nldLn. ' n«-» ’ 


Atx article appearing in the Daily forkar of Karch k, ljl*8 also rhuiianteri 
UJon the formation Of this Committee listina the saaa individuals as set forth ahov 


and in addition, stated that the Freedom from Fear CocndtteS in California had re- 
ported that the Eastern group eats arranging for public rallies and a fund raising 
dinner to be held pilar to the beginning of the trial of John Howard Lawson. 


' riik a- 4 1*_ - f* t 4 4 J _ e-lJ a, 1 - lx 

i»^^u i w wkj rx uui roui oumxvi/ev xu ^uionud; x^ 
learned in t'arch, I9L18 that tiw Calif orni- headquarters for th .rox ,.*re -it 
667k lucca Street in Hollywood and that communications from the organic titm 
signed Jack Gold "For the Committee." 


Freedom from i^ar coat .lil tee r.aabeen set up for tha purpose of raising 
the defense of the film writers who were indicted for contempt of Congress. Gold 
further stated t?iat the Ccn tittoe v>orks closely with the ^.rts, Gaiencep and Pro- 
fessions Division of the Progressive Citizens of .aaerica ai»i with the CbiZiittaa 
for the First -ua^.xhent. .It was also learned that Lcrlzrt Eib-srxah -hd Pauline 
Inuber wore the Director and Secretary, rcSi . ctively, of tlie Coa'lttec. Eiborcan . 
is one of the indicted aollywcou rritar3 and both he «nd Pauline Lauber, under tha 
name of Pauline Lau.be r Finn, havo been identified as me^b^rs of the Cowjunist party 


rdim* to 


eles informon 






c held a party at the hone of Eibeinan 
and aceng those present at the party had been Biberman, Ms wife. Gale Goodergaard 
Edward treaterg, Lurry Parks, Betty Garrett, Ect Gary, and Ilclc^r Lerjzaa, all of 
whoa have been identified us raeiaiors of the Cocmunist p_rty. 


The Committee also announced in a full page advertisement in a Holly- 
rood trade -‘ublicatioa cn Uircfi 10, l?b13 that a fund drive would tmgln on April 
12 to raise the sum cf 070,000.' to be used, for the defense of the. Hollywood 
writers. This advertisement also contained a quotation, from a speech by Or. 
Shapley at a testimonial dinner at the Beverly Vilsbiro Hotel on Lurch 5, 19!jS « 
Hie advertisement further announced that at the dinner on ii-ich 5, tin 1 sum of 


Alt’ ha w .a v^-^_ ^ 
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writers ow ta% *5bock J&sopm^ jr^gf^cerAluz ±11 of jus la . 

cerjcrshlp* and urged th-t ejitributiena be r«isJd for their aeffcnsm. **** 
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Confidential Infana.dk ported that the Freedom from 

Fear Committee had oriritAIly U^JWrgaSsSd^y Mchard Collins , 1 Gordon' tahn, 
HoUrt Rcssen, Larry Tarfcsj 'Jhldo Silt (all of whom hav» c -been : ldsntified as 
members of the Co’nmmisL Party) and Howard Kech, UflSte liAeatone, 2nd Irving ~ 

pichei". . ' -==■ Mk" . - ■ 


. iP3f5-„ - - 

Source of information 


California, reported 


that the Freedom from Fbnr Cosrciv&ee neia^^parTy at the home of Ur. and Lire . 
Sidney Hanaon on April 3, I 9 I 18 for the purpose of raising funds for the defense 
of the indicted Hollywood writers. This party was attended by approximately 100 
people and w .3 under the direction of Howard DaSylva who has been identified as 
a nemter of the Communist iarty. The meeting was addressed by .ilvah Ucsie, one 
of the indicted writers who compared the present <caerican Govei-.aaent to Hitlerism 
and charged the administration with taking the first step in t'nat direction by 
attempting to control the Motion Ficture Industry. 


The Committee also published 


pamphlet entitled "Kow Lluch Is lour 


Fx-eedom 1»*orth n which estimated that the trial of the ten writers would entail an 
exjX.nse of approximately C60,CCXJ. and urges donations to the Conurittee. The 
Corr-ittee also - 'istribut .-d pamphlets in front of theaters in Lcs Angelo's dux'ing 
the shr.s.* n •; of the production "MaUed City" which was written by Albert ljalte ; 
one of the indicted writers. This circular urged the audience te dc: and that 
tho hotter. lie t ure producers end tho black listing cf the Hollywood writers and 
also urg^d don-tions for the defense of the film writers. 


The Freedom from Fear CoTi'nittee was another one cf the organisations 
cltiractei’izca b'y Med Sparks, Ciiainran of tho Los Angeles County Coeapunist Tarty, 
as one of the rroucs "which h is n roup is handl ing" indicati ng Comi.iuri »rt‘ Fa 
control 1 














. 3 our f* °£ adrised that tbs cublldtj 
build-up cwpaign f«r tfct rwkKMPMKEttee «u beta* handle d by 4 

r^ 11 *^ Bouleward, Los .inceles, and ths^ 
rornant characterised this coders u one which "sceas to handle all publicity 
aad public relations for those CcMcnirt fronts.* ^ 1 
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Hollywood Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions 


On Harcb 5, 1948, the Arts, Sciences and Professions Division 
of the Progressive Citizens of America, which division later became the 
Hollywood Council of the Arts, Sciences and professions, sponsored a 
testimonial dinner for Dr, Harlow Shapley. This affair was held at the 
Beverly-Ti'1 lshire Hotel In Beverly Hills, California. Agents of the Los 
Angeles Office identified the following individuals upon their arrival 
at this meeting, all of which persons are known members of the Comramist 
1 Partyj J. Edward Bromberg, Herbert Bibeiman, Albert Halts, Sam Ho ore, 
Gordon Kahn, Samuel Omits, TTalrio Salt, Robert Rossen, Adrian Scott, Ring 
Lardner, Jr,, Dalton Tnnnbo, Larry Parks, Charles J. Katz, Edward Dmytryk, 
John and Katherine Lie Ter nan, and Betty Garrett. 


At the speakers’ table at this affair together with Dr. Shapley 
were Adrian Scott, Herbert 31b email, Larry Parks, Gale Sondergaard and 
Betty Garrett (all known nenbers of the Communist Party), and John Huston, 
producer; Howard Koch, writer; Lena Home, actress; and Robert 77. Kenny, 
attorney. 



«uu rm 3 111 &tt<5xidcuice 3-t this 


meeting, reported that Norman Cor^H^fSR^fT^Tlrst speaker who introduced 
the chairman of the meeting, John Huston. Among the other individuals who 
participated in the program were Koch, Horne, Shapley, Parks and Scott. 

2ie attorneys for the Hollywood writers indicted for contempt of Congress 
were also introduced to those present at the meeting. 


This source reported that Hillard Lampell, a writer and member 
of the Screen ’.filters* Guild, made a plea for funds and donations ranged 
from $1,000 down to $100, with the total collections being approximately 

$15,060! 



arding to 

conference was neia on 

March 10, iVA8, DetweenTJe^^pSrics, ijnainaan of the Los Angeles County 
Communist Party, and Dr. Edward K. Barsky. During this conference. Sparks 
mentioned the name of several organizations "which his group is handli!^, 
indicating Communist control of such groups. Among those mentioned 'by 
.Sparks was the Arts, Sciences and Professions Division of the Progressive 
Citizens of America. 
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In June of 1948, according to Los Angeles Info man t| 

|the Progressive Citizens of America merged with the Ii!?5 pendent 
Progressive party of California, which is the Third Party movement in 
that state. The Progressive Citizens of America also issued an o fficii 
statement confirming this merger; however, according to Informant 
one group which had previously been a subsidiary or division of the" 
Progressive Citizens of America was not included in the merger and that 
subsidiary was the Arts, Sciences and Professions Council. This informant 
advised that the Arts, Sciences and Professions Council had theoretically 
divorced itself from the PCA and was set up as a separate organization 
known as the Hollywood Arts, Sciences and Professions Council. This Council 
did not officially support tl^Jnde pendent Progressive Party or any other 
political group. Infonn&nt^BBpstated that this was a mere subterfuge 
which was used because of ccnd^ions which had developed within the film 
industry following the investigation of Contaunism in Hollywood and that 
the new Council was set up in order to allow the Hollywood group to pretend 
to be nonpartisan. The informant stated that the new Council, hov.sver, could 
be expected to continue the usual type of activity which it carried on while 
a division of the Progressive Citizens of America and that as individuals, 
its membership would support all candidates endorsed or mnning for office 
on the Independent Progressive Party ticket. 


In connection with the setting up of the Hollywood Council of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions, the members of the old Arts, Sciences and 
Professions Division of the Progressive Citizens of America in Hollywood 
were advised that the new organization had been set up. This notice to 
the uembership went out over the signature of Joy Darwin, designated as 
Executive Secretary of the Council. Joy Darwin is the wife of George Pepper 
and both have a long history of Ccmmunist membership and activity in the 
cultural groups in Hollywood. Among the individuals listed on the letter*- 
tead of the National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions with which 
the Hollywood Council is affiliated were the following, who are known past 
and present members of th e Communist Party t John Howard Lawson, Vice Chairman; 
Albert Valtz, Sam Uoore, and "George Pepper, all three being Members at Large. 

* 

• Nation al Council of American-Soviet Friendship 

The only activities of this group which will be consented upon are 
tnose activities which relate to the motion picture industiy* The greater 
portion of such activities have been in connection 'frith the Coanunist inspired 
camp a i gn directed toward boycotting of the anti— Communist picture, "The Iron 
Curtain 11 . 
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In connection with " The Iron Cur tain”, the Washington "Times- 
Herald" of April 12, 1948, reported that the music which was used for 
background in this picture was that of four Russian can posers, namely, 
Dmitri Shostakovich, Serge Prokofleff, Aram Khatcha tartan, and Nicholai 
ULaskovsky. The article further stated that these composers charged that 
the studio had stolen their music and was using it In the picture without 
the consent of the composers. The article also commented upon the fact 
that these four composers were among those who had been criticized by the 
Communist party Central Committee in Russia for their formalism in their 
music. 


The New York "Sun” of April 28, 1948, carried a news item that 
the National Council of imerican-Soviet Friendship had announced that the 
organization had sent a letter to independent and circuit theater owners 
urging them not to permit the showing of "The Iran Curtain" in such theaters, 
stating that the showing of the film would make such theaters "an instrument 
for propaganda and special pleading." 

The New York "Sun" on l!ay 6, 1943, in an article by David Snell 
commented upon the Communist campaign which was taking form against the 
showing of the picture, "The Iron Curtain”. This article stated that 
protests against the film had been received from an organization known as 
the New York Committee Against ’Yhr Propaganda and that the address of this 
Committee was Suite 804, 114 East 32nd Street, New York City, which is 
identical with the headquarters of the National Council of American-Soviet 
Friendship. Snell interviewed one Bert Jahr, a member of the Committee 
Against ’>7ar propaganda, who stated that the organization "represented" 
fourteen organizations and trade unions including the American Youth for 
Democracy, the Civil Rights Congress, the International VTorkers Order, the 
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade and the National Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship. The fact that the offices of the New York 
Committee Against Yfar Propaganda were the same as those of the National 
Council of American-Soviet Friendship indicate that the latter organization 
was active in the control and- directi on of the Committee. 

V % 

The Brooklyn "Eagle" of Ifey 12, 1948, reported upon the opening 
of "The Iron Curtain" at the Roxy Theater in New York City on my 11, 1948, 
at which time a riot occurred between pickets protesting the showing of 
the film and a counterpicket line set up by the Catholic War Veterans. 

The picketing took place following a meeting addressed by Henry Wallace 
the article reported that approximately 14,300 iTallace supporters moved 
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from the Wallace meeting to the theater to Join the picketing. This 
article further stated that the campaign against " The Iron Curtain 11 had 
been spearheaded by the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship* 

As a result of the activities of the National Council of American- 
Soviet Friendship, picketing of "The Iron Curtain" occurred in nunerous 
places throughout the United States. In this regard, the Chicago "Star" 
on Hay 22, 1948, reported that picket lines had been raintained the previous 
week at the Chicago Theater, which at that time was displaying "The iron 
Curtain". This article further mentioned that the campaign in Chicago 
was being carried on by the Chicago Committee Against VAr propaganda. 

In the "Daily Worker" of I- lay 21, 1948, in a column by David Platt, it was 
stated that picket lines lad been established against "The Iron Curtain" 
in "more than a score of cities from coast to coast", which statement vras 
attributed to the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship. This 
article stated that picketing had been conducted in Denver, Colorado; 

Dayton and Cleveland, Ohio; Milwaukee , Wisconsin; and Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, as well as Chicago, Boston and Tbronto, Ontario, Carfida. With 
reference to the picketing at Denver, Cleveland and Toronto, the article 
stated that such picketing had been conducted by the National Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship. In Hew York City, the "Daily Worker" of 
July 16, 1948, reported that between thirty and thirty-five neighborhood 
theaters in New York had been picketed during the shoving of " The Iron 
Curtain" . Additional evidence that the National Council of American-Soviet 
' Friendship was the moving force behind such picketing is shorn in the 
"Daily ..orker" of July 26, 1948, which contained a synopsis of a report of 
The National Council of Ameri can- Soviet Friendship reflecting the results 
of the picketing of the picture. This report stated that as a result 
of the campaign many prospective movie-goers stayed away from the picture; 
that as a result of the campaign those persons who did see the picture 
realized that it was only propaganda. The report further took credit 
stating that two major film companies had dropped plans for similar 
pictures following the action taken against "The Iron Curtain". 

In addition to the actual picketing of the picture, the "Daily 
Worker" on many occasions gave publicity to the activities of the National 
Council of American-Soviet Friendship and also criticized the picture itself. 
Examples of the type of material appearing in the "Dally Worker" are as 
follows i 


In the Nay 7, 1948, issue in a column written by Harry Raymond, 
it was stated "The whole thing was dug from the garbage barrel..." "'The 
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i»Iron Curtain 1 has bean molded by the same tools which Hitler and GoetbiAs 
used to fan the flames of World 7»ar II. It is the type of vicious propaganda 
spreading suspicion and hatred against a previous ally and fanning the flames 
of World Mar III." The issue of April 30, 1948, gave considerable publicity 
to the formation of the New fork Committee Against War Propaganda, stating 
that the Committee was headed by George Kusic of the Joint Board of Fur 
Dressers and Dyers and Reverend John Darr, Jr. Hie issue of Hay 6, 1948, 
described the picture as "the Him that threatens your future," "the anti- 
Soviet film". The issue of lay 11, 1948, contained an editorial entitled 
i " This Film Is A Trap". The editorial stated that "This is an importation 
into the U.S.A. of Hitler’s Big lie with which he murdered democracy in 
Germany and drsggad that nation into a suicidal war." "The ’Iron Curtain* 
propaganda is a trap to kill opposition to the draft of your son and 
to the starting of another atomic war. Tell your theater, Roxy's and 
20th Century Fox that you want none of it." In the issue of May 13, 19 IB, 
in an article by Herb T&nk which consisted of a review of the film, it was 
stated "»Ihe Iron Curtain* is coldly calculated political propaganda. It 
is a political lecture on celluloid. Because it is contrived and manipulated 
from the sole viewpoint of stirring audience hatred against a former ally, 
it fails to present any characters as real hman beings. It fails also 
to develop any real conflict between characters and ideas so necessary to 
simple craftsmanship in film making." 

The filn also received adverse publicity in the "people’s World", 
'West Coast Communist newspaper. An example of such publicity was a purported 
letter by Norman Canright appearing in the issue of Uay 11, 1948. ^notations 
flrora this letter are as follows: "Here it is at last, an anti-Soviet movie 
tailor-made to specifications of the warmongers... This is calculated 
infamy, an Incredibly crude Insult to the thousands of Soviet soldiers who 
gave their lives fighting our battle against Fascism... This rotten bit 
of warmongering." 

In addition to the criticisms of the picture by the National 
Council of American-Soviet Friendship, the New York Committee Against Mar 
propaganda and the adverse publicity appearing in the "Daily Worker" and the 
' "People’s T/orld", the "Daily Worker" of February 23, 1948, reported that the 
' New York Arts, Sciences and Professions Council of the Progressive Citizens 
of America had attacked "The Iron Curtain" and had requested 20th Century 
- Fax to stop distribution of the film. The Council characterised the film 
as "purely political propaganda of the lowest level - designed to stimulate 
prejudices, arcuae hatreds and inflame the spirit of witch-hunting which is 
threatening our land." 
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AnothsiMrattej^^krteres^^^comiection with "The Iron Curtain" 
was furnished by fl|mf^^Hmm||^02Oth Century Fox Studios, who 
stated that she waf^Scense^ove^tn^^^empts oT certain persons to inject 
what she felt was Comiunist propaganda into a picture which was Intended 
to be an ti- Conn unis t. She stated that she had closely observed the picture 
while in production and in her opinion certain portions of the script 
reflected a definite attempt by the writers to twist the script so that 
Russia would be actually glorified and the Communist Party line injected 
into the picture. She stated that in the sciipt during portions of a 
ccnmentary, the commentator* s voice would play up Russia in certain scenes 
and also attempt to get across the Communist Party line that the secret 
of the atomic bomb should be made available to the whole world. She also 
stated that efforts had been made to have the word "marxism" substituted 
for "communism" in those places where Communism was to be denounced in the 
script. According to this source, original scenes one to nine included 
shots of the battles of Leningrad, Stalingrad and Kiev, including shots 
of huge crates marked for the USSR and scenes showing drives for Russian 
war relief, publicizing the dissolution of the Comintern and certain shots 
of the Tehran meeting of Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin. During this 
latter scene, the commentator’s voice came in above the shots praising 
the staid which liussia had made against the Germans, the wonderful ca^aigns 
of Russian war relief agencies and stating that "Russia was the free 
world's hero, an even greater hero when she announced the dissolution of 
the Comintern... 1943 the year of greatest admiration for Soviet Russia, 

-of new hope for the world." 

Source of Information critical of that portion 

o'f the script dealing with the atead^borabwhen Norman, the scientist, was 
told by Grubb, a Soviet agent, when referring to the atomic bcab, "Exactly, 
that is why we must all have it. Don’t you sec. They’ll not dare use it. 
Think of it. Dr. Norman, you and others like you to help bring peace to the 
world... peace and a chance for decent people to build a free world. You 
will be reckoned among the great men of history who place the rights of all, 
people above the selfishness of the few. You can’t refuse, D~. Norman. 

It will be your contribution to the safety of mankind." 

The campaign by the Conmunist Party and the National Council of 
American-Soviet Friendship against the picture wa3 the subject of considerable 
comment in the nonComnunist press. Examples of such comnents are as follows x 


An article by Robert Rruskln appeared in the Washington " Fost" 
of ISay 9, 1948, and stated ” Die Soviet Embassy in Washington is whipping 
up propaganda against the 'Iron Curtain'..." This article commented 
upon the previous article critical of "Die Iron Curtain", which was written 
by Ilya Ehrenburg and published in the USSR Information Bulletin of 
April 28, 1948. The New fork " Joumal-Ameri can" of i&y 11,. 1948, in 
commenting upon the formation of the New York Coned ttee Against War 
propaganda characterized it as a new Communist front group. Die column 
of George Sokols ky appearing in the Washington "Times-Herald" of Uay 13, 
1948, stated that the American Communists and their allies have used 
every means fair and foul to prevent the picture from being shown and 
concluded "Should the Communists succeed in killing it by boycotts and 
other intimidations, it will be harmful to our country. See it as a 
personal demonstration of patriotism." The column of Lee Mortimer in 
the "Daily Mirror" of Llay 14, 1948, stated that despite the propaganda 
of the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, the picture was 
not propaganda, but is "on the contrary, a gripping and grim true story 
about a cruel and calculating gang of international Capones and Lucianos. 

... is the unvarnished truth out of the official records of the Royal 
Commission." The lay 14, 1948, issue of the Washington " Times-Herald" 
contained an editorial concerning " Die Iron Curtain" which stated in part 
as follows: "If you're a Communist or fellow traveler, you are urgently ■ 
advised to stay the hell a way from the moving picture discussed herein. 

‘It can be practically guaranteed to run your blood pressure to bursting 
point, n^ke you foan at the mouth, and maybe even cause you to throw a 
fit in the aisle. If you are not a Communist or fellow traveler, however, 
our tip is to see the picture by all means... This is the picture which 
the Communists, their fellow travelers, their false front societies and 
thsir stooges in press and radio are trying to smear, talk down and 
otherwise choke off now that the Reds have failed in thBir original 
effort to keep it from being produced at all." 

. National Council on Freedom From Censorship 

Confidential Source of Information flH^HHHV^dvlaod J 
in fbbruary, 1948, that he had become interesteS^^S^rgaSuaticn called 
the "National Council on Freedom From Censorship", which group had taken 
space in motion picture trade papers protesting the Hollywood hearings of 
the House Conmittee on Uh-American Activities. Die informant requested 
Edward Cheyfits, Assistant to Eric Johnston, to obtain information for him 
concerning this group. Cheyflts advised the informant that the organization 
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was affiliated with the American Civil Liberties Union; that the Chairman 
is Elmer Rice and the Vice Chairmen are R. W. W. Norton and Henry Seidel 
Canty. Among the reported members of the group are Quincy Howe, Commentator 
for the Columbia Broadcasting System; Harry Sherman, President of the Book 
of the Month Club; Bennett Cerf, professor; Clifton Fadiman of the "Information 
Please" radio program; Arthur Garfield Hayes; Rupert Hughes; Fannie Hurst; 

H« V. Kaltenbom; Eugene O'Neill; and Robert Sherwood. Cheyfitz further 
advised the informant that the Americai Civil Liberties Union was reportedly 
watching the organization for any possible Communist infiltration into the 
1 group and because of this fact, one Herman Shumlan had been dropped from 
membership. Cheyfitz explained to the informant that his personal opinion 
of the group was as follows: "This is a nonCommunlst middle-of-the-road 
group which ha3 been in existence for a number of years and they are really 
interested in freedom from censorship." 


Peoples Educational Center 


As lias previously been set forth, the Peoples Educational Center 
is a completely Communist Party dominated school and the great majority 
of the instructors are or in the past have been Communist Party members. 


Confidential Source of Infommtioi^^^P^HI^H^^^reported 
that in February and March, the Peoples Educational Center was conducting 
a course on ei^it Russian films, which purported to be a survey of life 
-in the USSR during the last thirty years as reflected by the top films in 
that country. 


The Peoples Educational Center was one of the organizations with 
which the Tenney CoiBaittee concerned itself during its three-day investigation 
as previously reported under the Actors' Laboratory above. Among those 
who were subpoenaed to appear before the Committee were Katherine McTeman 
and J. Edward Bromberg, both of whom have been identified as Conmunlst Party 
members. During the questioning of Mrs. LicTeman. she refused to furnish 
any answers to direct questions of the Committee and on several occasions 
was threatened with bein? citSd for contempt of the Committee. At no time 
- did die admit her Comnunist Party membership. During the hearing, the Tenney 
. Corunittee attempted to bring out a connection between the Actors' Laboratoiy 
and the Peoples Educational Center by showing that one J a cobine Caro, a member 
of the faculty of the Actors' Laboratory, was in fact the wife of Sidney 
Davidson, head of the Peoples Educational Center, and that both of these 
individuals are suspected Communists. Sidney Davidson In March, 1948, was 
in fact the Executive Secretary of the Peoples Educational Center and 
was a known member of the Communist Party. 
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Mrs. Sophia Herman, owner of the premises at 1717 North Vine 
Street, which is the location of the ffeoplns Educational Center, reported 
in April of 1948 that she has been endeavoring to get the Peoples Educational 
Center out of those premises. She was advised by Sidney Davidson that the 
Peoples Educational Center was unable to obtain other quarters and was 
planning to close up the school with the intention of reopening in the Fall 
of 1948. 


Confidential Source that, according 

to Davidson, the Peoples Educationa^cente^^^xo^er had sufficient 
students to enable the school to continue to pay its expenses and this 
source was of the opinion that the closing of the Center at this tine was 
due to a combination of reasons, including a shortage of income, lack of 
quarters, and adverse publicity received during the investigations of the 
Tenney Committee. The catalog of the peoples Educational Center for the 
Fall Tern of 1947 listed among others the names of Edward Dmytryfc, Adrian 
Scott and Herbert 31 be naan as instructors, while the Winter catalog for 
1948 cmLtted the names of these persons. It should be noted that these 
three individuals were among those who were called as witnesses during tte 
investigation by the House CoHmittee on Un-American Activities in the Fall 
of 1947. 


Peoples Song s 

The organization Peoples Songs has its headquarters in Los 
Angeles at 2256 West Venice Boulevard. The organization is a propaganda 
agency under the complete domination of Communist elements and representatives 
of the group are generally present and take part in programs sponsored by 
the Communist Party and front organizations. Representatives of the group 
are also frequently participants in picket lines in which the Communist 
party has an interest and at one time appeared at a Conmunist ra lly for 
Lillian z. Poster in Los Angeles and have also appeared in functions of the 
Ameri can-Rus s ian Institute of Southern California. The Director of Peoples 
Songs in Los Angeles is an individual identified as l&rio (Boots) Casetta, 
Casetta as of June, 1947, was a known member of the Qocounist Party. 

Among the activities of Peoples Songs have been appearances at 
rallies of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refuges Ccomittee and the African youth 
for Democracy. On November 9, 1947, the organization took a prominent part 
in a rally entitled "Stop Operation Witch Hunt", at which 0. John Rogge a nd 
Howard Fast were the featured speakers. 
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Tbs "Dally People's World" of January 18, 1948, announced a 
rally on the following Saturday by the Tooth Comal ttee of the independent 
Progressive Party In protest against universal military training, at “which 
rally entertainers fran peoples Songs were present. On February 4, 1948, 
peoples Songs furnished the entertainment at a Ienin Memorial ifeeting at 
the Enbassy Auditorium under the sponsorship of the Canonist Party. On 
February 8, 1948, this group furnished the entertainment at a meeting of the 
American- Russian Institute of Southern California, which meeting wa a In honor 
of several visiting Russians. 

Progressive Citizens of America 

The official organ of the National Progressive Citizens of America 
entitled "Hie Progressive Citizen" in the issue of February, 1948, reported 
on the formation at a pre convention meeting of the Progressive Citizens of 
America held in Chicago on January 16, 1948, of a National Council of the 
Arts, Sciences and Professions and that the new Council would be under the 
leadership of Dr. Harlow Shapley. 




In February, 1948, Los Angeles informant Mp^mjnnppgrdescribed 
the Progressive Citizens of America as a pro-Comnunl^^^TTTica^xront and 
stated that among those prcolnent in the movie industry who were connected 
with this group were John Cranwell, Gregory Peck, Mrs. William Dieter le, 

John Huston, Lewis Milestone, Albert Deldcer, Howard Koch, John Howard Lawson 
and Sam Moore. 

At approximately the same time, the same Informant stated that in 
his opinion the Progressive Citizens of America was the Ccemunist Party's 
most active and influential front organization. It was pointed out that the 
Executive Director of the Progressive Citizens of America in Los Angeles 
was Bert Yfitt, “while the Executive Director of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions Council was George Pepper, both of viiam have been identified as 
members of the Communist Party, Such Individuals as John Howard Lawson and 
Herbert Bibeiman have also been active in the formation of the policies of 
the Progressive Citizens of America, of the members of the Board of Directors 
- of the Progressive Citizens of America in Hollywood for 1947* eighteen such 
persons have been identified as past or present m sabers of the Communist Party* 

At the annual convention of the progressive Citizens of^ America 
held in January, 1948, Robert Y/. Kenny was elected the National Chairman and 
among the twenty- seven Tice Presidents were the following persons fraa 
California* John Cromwell, director; Norman Corwin, radio writer; Lillian 
Heilman, writer; Dr. Linus Pauling of the California Institute of Technology; 
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Mrs. William Dieterle, wife of a director; and Gregory Peck, actor. Among 
the meat* era of the Board of Directors Aren Southern C al ifornia were John 
Howard laws on, Sam Moore, Albert Dekko r, Rabin Borough, Howard Koch, Seniel 
Os trow and Charlotte A. Bass. Of these last-mentioned individuals, Lawson 
and Moore are known members of the Ccnmmist Party and all of the other 
Individuals have at one time or another been sponsors, speakers, donors 
or signers of petitions and resolutions put out by Cosnuniat front or 
Communist dominated organizations. 


Cne of the most important and active divisions of the Progressive 
Citizens of America in Los Angeles in the past has been its Arts, Sciences 
and Professions Council which was under the direction of George Pepper, 
previously identified as a member of the Coranonist Party. It has been noted 
that pepper has frequently conferred with Lawson regarding policy matters 
of the Arts, Scienoes and Professions Council of the PCA. 




a conference was 

March 10, 1948, between Ned spares, unairman of the Los Angeles County 
Communist Party, and Dr, Edward K. Barsky of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 
Committee. During this conference. Sparks advised Barsky of certain 
organizations "which his group is handling" , indicating Communist domination 
and control of such groups. Among those mentioned by Sparks was the 
Progressive Citizens of America. 


In July of 1948, Confidential Informant m^ststed that in his 
opinion the most important move in Comnunist matters in Hollywood which had 
recently occurred was the merger of the Progressive Citizens of America with 
the Independent Progressive Party. This latter organization is the Third 
Party Movement in the State of California. The Informant advised that in 
Los Angeles the actual merger of the PCA with the Independent Progressive 
Party had taken place shortly after June 1, 1948, but had not been officially 
announced until June 15, 1948. Hie Southern California Branch of the PCA 
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merger with the Independent Progressive party and on June 16th, it ms 
announced that the proposal had carried. This announcement was made t trough, 
a press release on that date in the "Daily People's World". The official 
announcement, which was made under thB signature of Bert Witt , formerly 
Executive Secretary of the PCA, indicated that Witt would also occupy the 
same position with the Southern California Eranch of the Independent 
Progressive Party with headquarters at 426 South Spring Street, Lea Angeles. 
Witt has been identified as a member of the Ccmnunist Party in Los Angeles. 
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III. COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF INTELIECTUAL GROUPS 
(September 16, 1948, to July 1$, 1949) 


Hollywood Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions 

Los Angeles Informant flHKidvlsed that the Hollywood Council of the 
Arts, Sciences, and Professions^nlch he described as the principal Communist 
front organization In Hollywood at the present time, on August 1, 1943, held a 
meeting at the Masonic Temple in Hollywood with an estimated 300 to 4 00 persons 
, present. The informant advised that among those active in this meeting were 
John Howard Lawson, Howard Koch, Den liargolis, and William B. Esterxan. All 
of the above individuals are known Communist Farty members with the exception 
of Koch, who at that time was Chairman of the Council. 


The informant advised that at this meeting remarks were mado condemning 
the arrest of the National Board ?Tembers of the Communist Party, condemning the 
indictment and conviction of the ''Hollywood Ten", condemnation of the alleged 
actions of the United States in trying to instigate a war with the Soviet Union, , 
condemnation of the conviction of tne "Hollywood Ten" as a drive against culture, 
condemnation of action taken by the Government against Gerhardt and Hans Eisler, and 
a denunciation of loyalty tests as a psychological preparation for war with Russia. 

In addition, at thi s meeting members of the Actors’ Laboratory presented 
a short play. 

- In the fall of 1943 Los Angeles Informant fl^^plndicated that the 
principal activity of the Hollywood Communist cultur^^groups and of the Hollywood 
Council of the- Arts, Sciences, and Professions was directed toward the defense 
of the convicted film writers. Several groups were originally formed in this 
regard, including the First Amendment Connittee, the Freedom From Fear Committee, 
and the Committee of 1,000. However, during the fall of 1948, the Hollywood 
Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions had apparently taken over the 
entire campaign in behalf of the "Hollywood Ten". 

On January 11, 1949* Los Angeles Informant BHj^gre ported that the 
Chairman of Region No. 4 of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions Council covering 
the Los Angeles area was Dr. Linus Pauling of the California Institute of 
Technology, and that the following were officers of the Hollywood Council of the 
Arts, Sciences, and Professions: Chairman, Howard Koch, screen writer; Executive 
. Director, Ellen Davidson, who had recently replaced Joy Darwin. Tihile tho members 
of the Executive Committee were not definitely known, the informant believed that 
among the members of the Executive Committee at that time were Michael Davidson, 
believed to be the Executive Secretary of the Radio Writers Guild; Sam Moore, 
radio writer; Maurice Zimin, a composer; Milton Merlin, writer; and Eugene Stone. 
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In this connection, during the first week of December, 19h8, Agents 
of the Los Angeles Office conducted e surveillance based on information to tjie 
effect that a meeting of the Steering Committee of the Arts, Sciences, ard 
Pr*of 8ssion3 Council would bo hold the hosao of Sylvia, Cosapinsky in Hollywood* 
Among the individuals attending were the following t Dr. Vurray Abowltz, Herbert 
Biberman, Victor Shapiro, and Howard Koch. Of the above. Camp in sky, Abcwitz, 
Hibernian, and Shapiro have been identified as members of the Communist Party. 

Among the activities of the Hollywood Council ox the Arts, Sciences, 
and Professions was a meeting for the benefit of the "Hollywood Ten", held on 
November 26, l?li 8 . This meeting was also for the celebration of the defeat of 
Representatives Vail and He Dowell of the House Committee on Un-American Activities. 


During November and December, 19U8, the organization sponsored a 
series of lectures by San Omitz, a known Consmmist Party member, on the subject, 
"Anti-Semitism", and during January, February, and March, l‘?L9, sponsored a 
series of lectures by John Howard Lawson on the subject, "A New Approach to 
American History and Our Cultural Heritage". 


On December 12, I 9 I 18 , the organlza 
Roosevelt Hotel, and Los Angeles Informant 
concerning the meeting as follows: The op 
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held a meeting at the Hollywood 
furnished considerable information 
g session was chaired by Mr. Howard 
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Among the indivi dials who were active at this meeting were John Howard Lawson; 
Arnold Manoff, a screen writer; Herbert Biberman, and Dr. Martin Hall. Of the 
above individuals, Lawson, Manoff, and Biberr-ian are all kncrm members of the 
.Communist Party. 


Following the opening session, the meeting was didded into panels concemli 
films, writing, radio, health, and fine arts. Hie informant advised that numerous 
individuals who have been identified as Communists were active in these various 
panels, including Paul Jarrico, Lawson, Albert Waltz, Herbert Biberman, Abe 
Burrows, Hollister Noble, Gregory Ain, and Iris Noble. 

The main items resulting from the film panel were as follows: (1) 

Support for the "Hollywood Ten"; (2) Abolition of the Taft-Hartlsy lair and 
various Un-American Activities Corrmlttees throughout the country; (3) EstabU shaent 
of liaison with Parent Teachers Associations and trade unions to enlist their 
support for the "Hollywood Ten", and (U) Filming of the Hollywood story to show 
to such PTA’s and trade unions. 
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and among the resolutions adopted were one requesting the United States Government 
to enter Into negotiations with the Soviet Union in an effort for peace, and 
another urging the abolition of the House Conmittee On Un-American Activities. 
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Los Angeles Informant in the spring of 1949 advised that the 

Hollywood Council of the Arts, ^Wnces, and Professions Is actually the Hollywood 
chapter or branch of the National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, 
which has its headquarters in New York City. This informant advised that the 
Hollywood group claims a membership of 2,000 but that a large number of these 
individuals are probably just on the mailing list of the group and do not actually 
pay dues* This informant has furnished information to show that the "Steering 
Committee" of the Hollywood chapter, as well as its policy-making offices, is . 
definitely in the hands of individuals identified as either past or present 
Communist Party members. Investigations reveal that the leaders in formulating 
the policies of the organization are such individuals as John Howard Lawson, Albert 
Halts, and Herbert Biberman, while the carrying out of the policies rests largely 
in the hands of George Pepper and Sonia Dahl Biberman. All of these individuals 
have been identified as Communist Party members* 

The National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, during 
l!arch of 1949, sponsored a Cultural an^Sc^ntific Conference for World Peace in 
New York City. Los Angeles Informant flflH^idvised that for a number of weeks 
prior to that Conference, the Hollywot^^roup had engaged extra office space and 
set up a separate staff to handle its plans to have the foreign delegates to the 
New York Conference visit Hollywood after the New York Conference was completed. 

The informant advised that the plans of the Hollywood group were closely 
coordinated with the New York Headquarters. 
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Following the decision of the Department of State to forbid the 
delegates frem behind "The Iron Curtain" to tour the United States, the Hollywood 
Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions was active in attempting to obtain 
individuals to send telegrams of protest to the State Department, and in this 
connection 'pit out a letter to Its membership charging that the State Department 
was trying to obstruct the Cultural and Scientific Campaign for World Feace, and 
urged that telegrams be sent to the State Department in an effort to obtain a 
reversal of its decision. 

On April 9, 1949, the Hollywood Cultural and Scientific Conference for 
'.Torld Peace, under the auspices of the Hollywood group, was held in the £1 Patio 
Theater in Hollywood. This meeting was held although the scheduled foreign 
delegates could not attend. The. Chairman of the meeting was Sam IToore, and 
among others identified as on'the stage at the meeting were Hollister Noble, 

. Sam Albert, Gregory Ain, Guy Endore, and Edward Biberman. All of these 
. i ndividuals have previously been identified as members of the Communist Party. 

Among the individuals who actively participated in this meeting were Gale Sondergaard 
(wife of Herbert Biberman); Herbert Biberman; Jay Leyde; John Horard Lawson; 

Paul Jarrico; Frank Eng, motion picture critic for the "Los Angeles Daily News"; 

I. F. Stone, columnist for the "New York Post"; and Carlton Ifoss, Negro writer. 

All of the above Individuals, with the exception of Eng, Stone, and !*oss, have been 
identifled as past or present members of the Communist Party. With reference to 
I'oss, while he is not definitely known to be a member of the Communist Party, he 
is a close associate of various individuals with knwm Communist Party affiliations. 
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Actors* laboratory 

TMs organization conducted m theater and motion picture workshop 
training program and has been termed a Coranunlst front by the Tenney Coned ttee 
in California. Investigation of the group by this Bureau has also indicated 
that it has been completely under the control of the Communist Party since the 
tire of its inception. As indicative of the economist control of the organization, 
the Chairman of the Board in December, 19L8, was Rioebe Brand, who has been 
identified as a member of the Communist Farty. The Executive Board of the 
Actors 1 Laboratory as of December, 19U8, consisted of 3U members, of whom 27 
have been identified by confidential informants as either past or present members 
of the Columnist Party, and in addition, four other members have been identified 
as Communist suspects although no documentary evidence of membership is available. • 

In addition, six members of the faculty of the Laboratory in December, 
19U8, were known Communist Party members. 

The Actors* Laboratory conducts a workshop and theater wing for the 
purpose of training individuals in the theater, and its general purpose has been 
to provide the movie industry with movie talent. Numerous charges of Connunist 
infiltration and control have been made by individuals who have been students at 
the school or associated therewith. These charges have indicated that those 
participating in the school have been subjected to Cornnuni st doctrines while 
attending the Laboratory. 

Civil Rights Congress 

Investigation during the fall of 1?U8 indicated a definite and direct 
connection and association between the Civil Rights Congress and the cultural 
elements of the Connunist Party in the Hollywood area. It is known that during 
the fall of 19U1 representatives of the Civil Rl^its Congress made numerous 
contacts in the Hollywood area in an effort to obtain substantial financing 
for the national organization, although such representatives did not believe 
that a chapter of the Civil Rights Congress could be established including 
n big names'*. Following the activities of the Civil Rights Congress in raising 
funds for the indicted members of the National Board of the Communist Party, 
quotas for the raising of funds were assigned to various sections of the country 
and the Los Angeles quota was between $7, $00 and $10,000. 

Between September 21 and October 1, 19U8, Len Goldsmith, National 
Director of the Civil Rights Congress, was in the Los Angeles area, and a 
surveillance of his activities reflected that he met with local' Cornxunist Farty 
functionaries as well as key Corazrunist Party figures in the Hollywood area. Among 
those contacted by Goldsmith in the Hollywood area were John Howard Lawson and 
Albert Valtz. In addition, Lawson was one of the main spedeers at a Civil 
Rights Congress meeting in Los Angeles on October 9, 19U8. 


107 


n 



! ',rw ■ft.tiV' ■» ; ' >«■' *'• '• -^y V <+***/ toit% 'it'—*'* Ur*>/ » 1 j A'.'Vr.'^Vij ri',' lf * • ** ■* . J i' <> ***** % < tJVi . *,t 



Los Angeles Informant December, 191(8, furnished information 

indicating that Larson, William Efterman, attorney, and Fred Steinmetz, also^ 
an attorney, all three of whcet are active in the affairs of the Hollywood Council 
of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, were likewise members of the Board of 
Directors of the Civil Bights Congress. All three of these individuals have been 
identified as members of the Communist Party. 

On November 28, 19b8, Anne Shore, Executive Director of the Civil 
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Arts, Sciences, and Professions, which telegram supported the stand of the 
"Hollywood Ten" and was critical of the House Connnittee on Uh-American Activities. 


In November, 19^8, the Civil Rights Congress in Los Angeles distributed 
a circular entitled, "TTe Have Reached the Point in America ".There a Knock on 
Your Door in the Norning Can lean Prison by Nightfall", which was signed by 
3h individuals, including a number from the so-called Cultural Section of the 
Carmunist Party in Hollywood, the motion picture industry, the Actors’ Laboratory, 
and the Hollywood Council of tho Arts, Sciences, and Professions. Among the 
Individuals signing this circular were Dr. Vurray Abowitz, Howard Koch, Gale 
Sondergaard, Albert Naltz, Guy Endore, Faul Jarrico, Charles J. Katz, Victor 
Kaplan, Fred Steinmetz, and lichael Snider. Tilth the exception of Koch, all 
of the above individuals have been identified as past or present members of the 
Communist Party, and several of them are directly associated or employed in the 
motion picture industry. 

Peoples’ Educational Center 
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leading Communist-dominated school in the Hollywood area, ceased operation in 
April of l?U8 r and is no longer in operation in the Los Angeles area. 

California Labor School 

Following the closing cf the Peoples’ Educational Center as mentioned 
above, the California Labor School, with its headquarters in San Francisco, 
organized a Los Angeles Division of the California Labor School with offices 
in room 612, 112 West 9th Street, Los Angeles. The California Labor School 
was one of the organizations cited by the Attorney General as within the 
purview of Executive Order Ko. 9B30. 


source of information for the Los Angeles Office who 
has proven unreliable at times, reported that some of the physical facilities 
of the Feoplos’ Educational Center had been taken to the new offices of the Los 
Angeles Division of the California Labor School. It was also pointed out that 
some of the so-called cultural individuals formerly associated with the Peoples’ 






Educational Center became associated with the Los Angeles Division of the . . 
California Labor School* including Dr. Kurray Abowitz, Herbert Biberman, 


snford Goldner, John Howard 


rson, Earl Robins 


Titelman . 


of the above have been identified as past or present membora of the Coouminist 


Party. 


Among classes scheduled to be taught at the California Labor School 
during its fall session which began on October 11, 19U8, were certain courses 
dealing with the movie Industry, including courses on the Fundamentals of Acting 
and Advanced Acting, and a course on Film Appreciation. 


Lawson and Biberman, as well as music composer Earl Robinson, have 
participated in meetings sponsored by the California Labor School. 

7. c ith reference to the Communist character o^^m^Lcs Angeles Division 
of the California Labor School, Los Angeles Informant IHHon October 11*, l?l*8, 
advised that the Aargon Club of the Cultural Section o^the Los Angeles County 
Communist Party had distributed literature at Communist meetings urging members 
to attend sessions of the school. 


V.'ith regard to the following Committees, to which reference has been 
made in previous sections of this memorandum, to wit: Freedom from Fear Committee 
and the Conaiittee of 1,000, both are now defunct according to information 
received in the fall of 19u6. These Committees generally carried on campaigns 
in behalf of the "Hollywood Ten", and ceased operation at the time the Hollywood 
Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions took over the campaign in behalf 
of these individuals. 




